
What does the Lord require of you
but to act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with your God?

                                                                                       -- Micah 6:8

The objective of Catholic Social Service
is to provide quality services

to people of all faiths, backgrounds, and ethnicities
in a manner that best serves the needs of the client.

Catholic Social Service was formed in 1965
by Bishop Marion F. Forst, second Bishop of Dodge City,

as Catholic Charities for Southwest Kansas
to engage in organized charitable welfare and social service work

of any kind or nature for the promotion
of the physical, mental and moral betterment

of all persons who come under the care of this society.



Adoption Awareness Campaign . . .  
 . . . helps educate the public, especially young women, health care 
personnel, and other social service providers, about quality adoption 
services especially as an alternative to abortion.

Adoption Services . . . 
 . . . helps families see adoption as a lifetime commitment and a choice 
that is not easily made. Catholic Social Service provides counseling and 
education to prepare families for adoption, as well as support after a 
placement. 

Post Adoption Services . . . 
 . . . helps provide resources for those touched by adoption. Extensive 
Search and Reunion services, including counseling for adult adoptees, 
birthparents and their families. 

Pregnancy Counseling . . . 
 . . . helps families deal with an unintended pregnancy. During a 
pregnancy, times can be stressful. Counseling can help focus on the 
decision-making process and provide assistance and preparation for the 
mother and child�s future. 

Pope Benedict XVI, in his �rst Encyclical, reminds us that the 
love of the Church needs to be �organized� not only to be effective 
but even more to be faithful. Our Holy Father reminds us that 
the Acts of the Apostles speaks of a social service provided in the 
New Testament Church that was absolutely concrete, yet at the 
same time spiritual. Catholic Social Service ~ Catholic Charities 
for Southwest Kansas is a primary way in which we in the 
Diocese of Dodge City faithfully organize the love of our Church 
for the service of God�s people within and beyond our Church.
					      +Ronald M. Gilmore

Bishop of Dodge City



Teen Moms . . . 
 . . . helps prepare young mothers for the changing roles in their lives 
when they become parents. Our Teen Moms program helps these young 
women to be successful in their roles of parent, teenager, student, 
employee, and a seeker for truth and meaning in life.

Foster Care . . . 
 . . . helps care for children when their parents cannot. Catholic Social 
Service has programs to care for children in state custody and to care for 
children with serious disabilities. 

Pre-marital Evaluation . . . 
 . . . helps couples anticipating marriage explore their readiness for the 
marriage commitment.

Kansas Healthy Marriage Initiative . . . 
 . . . helps strengthen marriages and families through education, collaboration, 
and resources.

JustFaith . . .  
 . . . helps individuals through a conversion-based process that works to 
empower people of faith to develop a passion and thirst for justice. 

Justice for Newcomers . . . 
 . . . helps all of us to look in new and different ways in rededicating 
ourselves to the work of justice on behalf of newcomers to Southwest 
Kansas. Catholic Social Service, together with the Of�ce of Hispanic 
Ministry, spearheads diocesan implementation of the US Bishops� Justice 
for Immigrants Campaign. 

Campaign for Human Development Project:
  Sun�ower Community Action . . . 
 . . . helps the voices of the not so connected be heard and counted by 
providing leadership training that supports the self-empowerment of low-
income people in Kansas. As we join forces to �ght racism and poverty, 
we make our communities safer, healthier places to live. 

Catholic Charities accepts and strives to help people of all faiths, 
backgrounds and ethnicities.



ARISE Voter Workshop . . . 
 . . .  helps Spanish-speaking immigrants who wish to make a difference in 
local, state and national elections understand how they can participate in the 
process whether or not they are eligible to vote. 

Communities of Salt and Light . . . 
 . . .  helps pastors, parish staffs, parish councils, social concerns 
committees, and other parishioners strengthen the social justice 
dimensions of parish life. 

Pro-life Activities . . . 
 . . . helps put into practice two of our most fundamental moral 
imperatives: respect for innocent life and preferential concern for the 
weak and defenseless.

Jail Ministry . . . 
 . . . helps coordinate pastoral presence in the prisons and jails throughout 
Southwest Kansas.

Bene�t Bank . . . 
 . . . helps individuals and families determine their eligibility for cash and 
non-cash resources, pay bills, access health care, maintain housing, feed 
children, and begin to break the cycle of hunger and poverty.

Disaster Response . . . 
 . . . helps provide cash assistance at times of natural disasters and referral 
services for personal and family disasters.

Catholic Social Service ~ Catholic Charities for Southwest 
Kansas seeks to serve in love and for justice. From its beginning 
Catholic Social Service has focused greatly on the child, the very 
one the Lord placed in the midst of the disciples, urging us that 
welcoming such a child is welcoming him. But there is no work 
of love and service for justice that is beyond the scope of Catholic 
Social Service. CSS exists to organize, facilitate, and support the 
loving efforts of our diocese and the commitment of our Church 
to justice.
						      Debbie Snapp

Director, CSS




