PLEASE SEE THAT THE PERSON WHO DOES YOUR BULLETIN GETS THIS.

The following stewardship inserts may be used in your parish bulletins. To fully live stewardship the message should always be available to our parishioners.  If you have any questions please contact Eric Haselhorst at ehaselhorst@dcdiocese.org 

2010/2011 Cycle A

November 28, 2010 (First Sunday of Advent)

“At an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come,” says today’s Gospel. Good stewards know that they are accountable to God for all they have and are and strive to live in readiness for His coming.

December 5, 2010 (Second Sunday of Advent)

We must be good stewards of God’s gifts to us, receiving them gratefully and cultivating them with care lest we be the ones about whom John the Baptist speaks today: “Every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

December 12, 2010 (Third Sunday of Advent)

Each of us has his or her own role to play in the coming of the Kingdom of God. John the Baptist was called to be the herald of the Messiah, preparing the way of the Lord. To what is the Lord calling me?

December 19, 2010 (Fourth Sunday of Advent)

When he discovered that Mary was with child, Joseph resolved to end their engagement with as little disgrace as possible. But obedient to the voice of God, he changed those plans and became instead the protector of the child Jesus and His mother Mary. God grant that I may be as open to the leading of the Holy Spirit!

December 25, 2010 (The Nativity of the Lord Christmas)

 For unto us is born this day the Savior! In response to so great a love, only the gift of my whole self will do. You have given us Yourself, dear Lord; in love and thanksgiving, I commit myself afresh to you.

December 26, 2010 (The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph) 

When Joseph’s obedience to God was not a one-time thing. His attention to the angel’s warning kept Jesus from being murdered by Herod and led to the fulfillment of the prophecy that the Messiah would be a Nazorean. Fidelity to God’s will assures the best use of my talents, too!

January 1, 2011 (The Octave Day of Christmas Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God) 

Today’s second reading reminds us that through Christ we have been delivered from the law and become sons and daughters of God. New Year’s Day provides a perfect opportunity to ask ourselves the question: Does my life reflect my gratitude for all that my loving Father has given me?

January 2, 2011 (Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord) 

Today we remember the three wise men from the East who came to pay homage to the infant Jesus, bringing him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The gifts we bring – our time and service and some share of what we earn for the work we do – are equally precious in His sight.

January 9, 2011 (The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord)

Our Baptism, like the Lord’s, is a consecration to service. The bishop’s pastoral on stewardship reminds us that “. . . there is a fundamental obligation arising from the sacrament of baptism that people place their gifts, their resources – their selves – at God’s service in and through the Church.”

January 16, 2011 (2nd in Ordinary Time)

Today’s responsorial Psalm is the theme song of the good steward: “Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.” May I, too, stand ready to offer myself and my gifts in the service of God.

January 23, 2011 (3rd in Ordinary Time)

The watchword today is “immediately.” Peter and Andrew, James and John all respond immediately to the call of Christ. May I be as open to God’s call and as ready to use my talents in His service as those first disciples were!

January 30, 2011 (4th in Ordinary Time)

Blessed are they who are what they are and do what they do for the sake of the kingdom! The Gospel today assures good stewards that their suffering and their service on behalf of the Kingdom will be rewarded!

February 6, 2011 (5th in Ordinary Time)

In the first reading, Isaiah urges us in the name of the Lord to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, and clothe the naked. If we do so, he assures us, the Lord will hear and answer our cries for help in time of need. 

or

The Gospel today reminds us that our lives and our deeds must serve as examples to others, pointing the way to the Father. Not for our own benefit do we labor, but so that others may see our good works and give glory to our Father in heaven.

February 13, 2011 (6th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Stewardship involves more than just the gift we bring to the altar. Today’s readings say clearly that it is fidelity to God’s law that makes our offering acceptable.

February 20, 2011 (7th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
In today’s first reading, the Israelites are urged to love their neighbors as themselves. In the Gospel, Jesus spells out how we are to do that – to give generously to those who ask of us and not to turn our backs on those who seek to borrow. 

February 27, 2011 (8th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Jesus says that we are more important than the birds of the sky and the birds do not sow or reap nor gather anything into barns. Can we trust the Lord to take better care of us than the birds of the sky?
March 6, 2011 (9th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on a rock.” Be like the wise man and act on the words of the Lord.
March 9, 2011 (Ash Wednesday)

Today’s Gospel reminds us that all of our giving – whether of alms or of service – must always be done for love of God alone and not for the applause of our brothers and sisters.

March 13, 2011 (1st Sunday of Lent)
What temptations lure us from the path of discipleship? Possessions? Pride? Power? Oh Lord, create for us a clean heart and renew a steadfast spirit within us!

March 20, 2011 (2nd Sunday of Lent)

 “Bear your share of the hardship which the gospel entails,” St. Paul tells Timothy in today’s second reading. What sacrifice is asked of me for the sake of the Gospel? How willing am I to bear my share?

March 27, 2011 (3rd Sunday of Lent)

When Jesus asked the Samaritan woman for a drink of water, He opened the door for a life-changing relationship with Him. Scripture says her testimony drew many others to Him as well. We, too, must be ready to respond whenever and wherever the Lord speaks to us and be prepared for it to change our lives!

April 3, 2011 (4th Sunday of Lent)

The blind man was willing to let Jesus minister to him and willingly did all Jesus asked of him. The Pharisees were more resistant to His message, spending their time and energy to disprove the miracle. Which am I more like, the man born blind or the Pharisees?

April 10, 2011 (5th Sunday of Lent)

When Jesus heard about the illness of His friend, Lazarus, He responded, “This illness is not to end in death; rather it is for God’s glory, that through it the Son of God may be glorified.” Every aspect of our lives – our gifts as well as our sufferings – can, if surrendered to Christ, lead to blessing for ourselves and others.

April 17. 2011 (Passion Sunday)

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” shout the crowds in today’s Gospel. May we be always ready to share our blessings when we are sent in His name!

or

“The Lord God has given me a well-trained tongue, that I may know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them,” says Isaiah in today’s first reading. The gifts God has given us are likewise given for the good of others. How am I using my gifts?

April 24, 2011 (Easter)

Very early in the morning after the sabbath, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body with precious oils. The reward of this good and conscientious steward was to be the first to know that Jesus had been raised from the dead! Alleluia!

May 1, 2011 (2nd Easter)

Jesus meets the need of each disciple. To the fearful in the upper room, He speaks words of peace. To doubting Thomas, He provides the tangible proof of His resurrection. What do I need to become His disciple? What do I have to share that might meet someone else’s need?

May 8, 2011 (3rd Easter)

The disciples on the road to Emmaus walked and talked with Jesus all day long, but it was not until they offered Him hospitality and He blessed and broke the bread that they recognized Him. Simple acts of loving kindness still reveal the presence of God in our midst.

May 15, 2011 (4th Easter)

Jesus says, “I came that they may have life, and have it to the full.” Good stewards are grateful for the gift of life and joyfully share their abundance with others.

May 22, 2011 (5th Easter)

“The one who has faith in me will do the works I do, and far greater than these,” Jesus tells his disciples. That’s quite an assignment for us as Christian stewards!

May 29, 2011 (6th Easter)

Those who obey the commandments, Jesus says in today’s Gospel, are the ones who really love Him. Dose my stewardship reveal my love for Jesus?

June 5, 2011 (7th Easter)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus prays, “I have given You glory on earth by finishing the work You gave Me to do.” Good stewards follow His example by using their time and talents for the glory of God.

June 12, 2011 (Pentecost)

In the second reading today, St. Paul reminds the Corinthians, “There are different gifts, but the same Spirit; there are different ministries but the same Lord.” How am I using my gifts “for the common good”?

June 19, 2011 (Trinity Sunday)

The Gospel today is sometimes called “the Gospel in miniature” because it so concisely sums up the Gospel message. In even more condensed form, “God loved . . . God gave . . ., “ it is the paradigm for stewardship – we give because we love.

June 26, 2011(Body and Blood of Christ)

The Scriptures today remind us that “we, many though we are, are one body for we all partake of the one loaf.” How are we using our gifts of time and talent to build up the body of Christ?

July 3, 2005 (14th in Ordinary Time)

“I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth”.  Stewardship is the “attitude of gratitude” for the many gifts God has given us.

July 10, 2011 (15th in Ordinary Time)

May our stewardship of time, talent, and treasure show us to be among those who have heard the message of Christ and taken it in, yielding a hundred- or sixty- or thirty-fold!

July 17, 2011 (16th in Ordinary Time)

“Those who are just must be kind,” says today’s first reading. If our words and deeds are kind and selfless, we will be like the good seed in the Gospel parable and gathered as wheat in the Lord’s harvest.

or

Good stewards in a parish are like the yeast in today’s Gospel. Their selfless gifts of time and talent help the parish grow and thrive, and their example inspires others to become good stewards, too.

July 24, 2011 (17th in Ordinary Time)

The second reading tells us we are called according to His purpose. Are we open to God’s call and willing to answer?
July 31, 2011 (18th in Ordinary Time)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus feeds the five thousand with five loaves and two fish. The message of stewardship is that God’s gifts, shared, will always be more than enough.

or

“The hand of the Lord feeds us,” sings the Psalmist; “He answers all our needs.” Often, though, it is with the open hands of generous stewards willing to share His many gifts that God’s people are fed and their needs met. 

August 7, 2011 (19th in Ordinary Time)

Elijah recognized the voice of God not in the strong and heavy wind, not in the earthquake, and not in the fire, but in a tiny whispering sound. May we find enough quiet in our clamorous world to hear His voice and discern what He is calling us to do and be.

August 14, 2011 (20th in Ordinary Time)

In today’s second reading, St. Paul tells the Romans, “God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.” To what is God calling me today? What gifts are mine to share?

August 15, 2011 (Assumption)

“After Jesus, it is the Blessed Virgin Mary who by her example most perfectly teaches the meaning of discipleship and stewardship…[S]he was called and gifted by God; she responded generously, creatively and prudently; she understood her divinely assigned role as ‘handmaid’ in terms of service and fidelity.” (US bishop’s pastoral letter on stewardship)

August 21, 2011 (21st in Ordinary Time)

In today’s readings, St. Paul reminds the Romans – and us – that all things come from God: “For from Him and through Him and for Him all things are.” Good stewards understand that all is gift and share generously the gifts of time, talent, and treasure with which they’ve been blessed.

August 28, 2011 (22nd in Ordinary Time)

In today’s second reading, St. Paul exhorts the Romans to total stewardship. Brothers and sisters, he urges, “…offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”

September 4, 2011 (23rd in Ordinary Time)

Am I my brother’s keeper? All three readings today suggest that for the Christian steward the answer is “Yes!”

September 11, 2011 (24th in Ordinary Time)

Stewardship is not optional! “None of us lives as his own master and none of us dies as his own master,” says St. Paul. “While we live we are responsible to the Lord, and when we die we die as his servants.”

September 18, 2011 (25th in Ordinary Time)

Good stewards follow the advice of St. Paul and conduct themselves – by wise use of their time and talents – in a way worthy of the Gospel of Christ.

September 25, 2011 (26th in Ordinary Time)

The first son in today’s Gospel said he would do his father’s bidding, but did not. The second son balked at first, but then repented and did as he was asked. What service is God calling me to do? Which son am I more like?

October 2, 2011 (27th in Ordinary Time)

In the Gospel today, the owner of the vineyard sent messengers to collect his share of the harvest from the tenant farmers; but there was not a single good steward on the property! God is the owner, we are the tenants. What sort of stewards are we?

October 9, 2011 (28th in Ordinary Time)

In today’s second reading, St. Paul thanks the Philippians for being willing to share in his hardships and promises that God, in turn, will fully supply all their needs. Our God truly cannot be outdone in generosity!

October 16, 2011 (29th in Ordinary Time)

Each year at tax time, we conscientiously give “to Caesar what belongs to Caesar.” Does my stewardship indicate that I am as faithful about giving “to God what belongs to God”?

or (if celebrated as “Mission Sunday”)

The bishop’s pastoral letter on stewardship reminds us, “Jesus not only calls people to him but also forms them and sends them out in his service. Being sent on a mission is a consequence of being a disciple.”

October 23, 2011 (30th in Ordinary Time)

We fulfill the commandment to love our neighbor when we exercise good stewardship – joyfully sharing our gifts of life, abilities, and resources to meet out neighbor’s need.

October 30, 2011 (31st in Ordinary Time)

 “The greatest among you will be the one who serves the rest,” Jesus says in today’s Gospel. What wonderful good news for those who give of their time in service to others!

November 6, 2011 (32nd in Ordinary Time)

Like the sensible bridesmaids in today’s parable, good stewards make sure that they, and whatever gifts are theirs to share, are ready to serve when the Master calls.

November 13, 2011 (33rd in Ordinary Time)

Good stewards are like the industrious and reliable servants in today’s Gospel, prudently using and multiplying the gifts entrusted to them by God.

or

The “worthy wife” described in today’s first reading is a perfect example of active stewardship, reaching out her hands to the poor and extending her arms to the needy.

November 20, 2011 (Christ the King)

When the Son of Man comes in glory, may we be among those who have fed the hungry, welcomed the stranger, and clothed the naked. For Jesus tells us clearly that it is those who have demonstrated good stewardship by sharing their gifts with the less fortunate who will receive God’s blessing and inherit the kingdom.

