MARRIAGE

The intimate partnership of married life and lovashbeen established by the Creator and
gualified by His laws. It is rooted in the conjugavenant of irrevocable personal consent.

Hence, by that human act whereby spouses mutuabtow and accept each other, a

relationship arises which by divine will and in thges of society too is a lasting one. For the
good of the spouses and their offspring as wetifaciety, the existence of this sacred bond no
longer depends on human decisions alone.

Thus a man and a woman, who by the marriage covefaronjugal love “are no long two, but
one flesh” (Mt. 19:6), render mutual help and seevio each other through an intimate union of
their persons and of their actions. Through thrgom they experience the meaning of their
oneness and attain to it with growing perfectiory g day. As a mutual gift of two persons, this
intimate union, as well as the good of the childrienposes total fidelity on the spouses and
argues for an unbreakable oneness between tlfgatican Il Pastoral Constitution on the
Church in the Modern World [Guadium et spes] (G&),
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION POLICY

1. A minimum of four months preparation is required.

Elements of Marriage Preparation Program are three: an instrumerdn eventand sessions

with a priest or pastoral ministerAll couples entering marriage within the DiocedeDodge

City are expected to comply with the Marriage Prapan Policy.

1.

2.
3.

Instrument — Beginning 1 October 2010: Prepare Bndch online assessment and
subsequent discussion of the results.

Event — Attendance at an Engaged Encounter or egoptouple group session.

Sessions — Other meetings with the priest or palstomister who is to be particularly
concerned to help the couple develop an understgndind appreciation of the
sacrament, especially the liturgical and spiritagdects of marriage.

If this involves a couple with other circumstanges., one or both having a previous
marriage, senior couples, couples that have beeneaaivilly for some time, etc.), the
elements of the preparation include sessions wyhest or pastoral minister, as well as
an instrument and event that seems best suitd toeteds of the couple.

If in a particular circumstance participation iretAbove prescribed marriage preparation
program is impossible or extremely inconvenieng.(ebecause of military service or
because a student is away at college), the comptsoperation with the priest who will
witness the marriage, may take part in any marri@gparation program approved for
use in another diocese. In such a case, the cauferesent to the priest verification of
their participation in the other diocese’s preparatprogram. However, it is the
responsibility of the priest or deacon witnessing marriage to ascertain that each part is
free to marry.
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6. The pastor is responsible to provide an adequateapation program for all couples. If
language is an obstacle, this preparation couldadmmplished through trained lay
people or in other appropriate ways.

Marriage of Minors

1. Effective July 1, 2006, in the State of Kansas ne onder the age of 18 may get married
without the approval of parents or a judge. Thve &lows parents or legal guardians to
give consent for 16- and 17-year olds to wed, ajudige could approve marriage for 15-
year olds.

2. The couple is to be evaluated by a counselor @dlatSocial Service whose task will
be to evaluate the affective maturity and capawifityre couple to fulfill the obligations of
marriage. The couple must sign a release of cenfidlity so that the counselor may
communicate his or her assessment/evaluation tpribst or pastoral minister working
with the couple. The cost of the session is tepaasibility of the couple.

3. The bishop usually will not grant permission forrmege in the Church for anyone prior
to his or her 17 birthday.

4. See Appendix for further information.

Cohabitation
1. If the couple is cohabiting, this issue must be resised during the preparation.
Cohabitation, however, is not an impediment fordbeple to enter marriage.
2. See Appendix for further information.

Alcohol or Drug Issues
1. If one or both of the parties has an alcohol orgdidependence/addiction, this must be
addressed during the preparation.
2. See Appendix for further information.

Setting a Date
1. The date of the wedding shall be confirmed onlgrafthie assessment has been made of

the couple’s readiness for marriage.

Convalidation

1. In cases where a couple (at least one of whom tholi@) has attempted marriage
contrary to the laws of the Church, the pastoralister arranging for the convalidation
of such a union holds a serious obligation to pievithe couple with adequate
preparation. Among other pastoral concerns, thespror pastoral minister should
determine the motives which bring the couple to@herch for the convalidation of their
marriage. He or she should also strive to leacctuple to a deeper appreciation of the
theological and spiritual dimensions of the sacramef marriage and to an
understanding of the implications of the marriag@@&ovenant relationship.

2. When the couple has been civilly married for onlpréef time, the priest or pastoral
minister is to require FOCCUS and Engaged Encowaggrart of their preparation.

3. If the couple has lived in a civil marriage for eeal years and it shows the signs of being
a stable relationship, the elements of the prejpardbr convalidation are to include in
instrument and an event that seems best suitée todividual needs of this couple.

4. If this is a situation in which either of the coegias been previously married, see the
Appendix for appropriate issues to be considerdteir preparation.
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AUTHORIZATIONS AND PRENUPTIAL DOCUMENTS

Nihil obstat
1. Authorization is needed from the bishop, vicar gaheor the bishop’s delegate

(presently the Chancellor) to proceed with a mgeiehen any of these circumstances is
present:

When either party is not a resident of the Dioa#fdeodge City

When either party is not yet 18 years old

When either party has been previously marriedutialg civilly

When any type of canonical dispensation or permiss needed.

apow

Documents to Include
1. White “prenuptial form”

a. prenuptial investigation, signed by the parties tnedpriest

b. if this is a convalidation, complete the civil mage information and include a copy
of the civil marriage license

c. if a parishioner is marrying in another parish, gastor of the Catholic party signs
Section E granting permission for the parishionanarry elsewhere

d. if a priest other than the pastor or parochial wichthe parish will serve as the
official witness, the pastor or parochial vicarrggSection F granting delegation to
the visiting priest. Care should be taken by tast@r that any priest coming into his
parish is a “priest in good standing.”

2. A recently issued copy (within the past six montb§)the Catholic party’s baptism
certificate with other sacramental notations ineldid This provides further assurance
that a Catholic party is free to marry.

3. A copy of the baptized non-Catholic party’s baptisettificate if it can be obtained or
some other copy of the record of baptism. If rezitbf these can be obtained, then
request the “disparity of cudtd catelar dispensation.

4. Yellow “Permission and Dispensation” form [Side Qne
a. torequest a dispensation from disparity of culiéw party is not baptized)

b. to request a dispensation from disparity of adtcatelam(when you are unsure or
cannot prove with a document the non-Catholic patigiptism)

c. to request permission for mixed religion (when ywve proof of the non-Catholic
party’s baptism)

d. to request a dispensation from some other dirirmapediment (e.g., consanguinity,
affinity, crime, etc.)

e. to request a dispensation from canonical form (wathnon-Catholic minister
officiating)

f. to request permission for a marriage to take placanother non-Catholic church
(with a priest officiating)

5. Yellow “Permission and Dispensation” form [Side Two
a. to record the Declaration and Promise of the Cathpalrty and the notification of the

non-Catholic party

6. Blue “Special Marriage Data” form when either pargs been married previously
a. if a previous marriage has been annulled, alsaidecla copy of the final letter or

decree stating the annulment has been granted
b. if the spouse of a previous marriage is deceasedyde a copy of the death
certificate (or, if that cannot be obtained, a copthe obituary from a newspaper)
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7. Green “Witness—Freedom to Marry” form is completédne of the parties is not
baptized, or if one of the parties is not well kmowy the priest or pastoral minister
preparing the couple.

Laws of the State of Kansas
1. Marriages must comply with the requirements of Icidw. See Appendix for
information pertaining to marriage licenses in 8tate of Kansas.

a. A civil marriage license issued in the State of 8asis required of all couples about
to be married in this state.

b. A civil marriage is required even for a couple wieurrently living in what is called
a “common law marriage,” unless a state court ltisdecated the relationship as a
“common law marriage.”

c. The state license must be signed by the prieseacah and returned to the probate
court where it was issued within the time stipudad@ the license.

d. Kansas law requires two witnesses who are compeightare at least 18 years of
age.

e. Effective July 1, 2006, in the State of Kansas ne ander the age of 18 may get
married without the approval or parents or a juddée law allows parents or legal
guardians to give consent for 16- and 17-year dsed, and a judge could approve
marriage for 15-year olds.

Sending Prenuptial Documents to Chancery
1. Prenuptial documents are to be sent to the Charafécg in Dodge City at least one
month before the date of the wedding.

Marriages Celebrated in Another Diocese

1. If a priest or pastoral minister is preparing faammge a couple who lives in this diocese
but the marriage will be celebrated in another else; the norms for marriage preparation
in the Diocese of Dodge City are to be followed.

2. At the end of the marriage preparation, send thmyptial forms to the Dodge City
Chancery office at least one month before the dathe wedding. Dispensations and
permissions are granted by the local ordinary ef diocese where the Catholic party
lives.

3. The prenuptial documents will then be sent to tharCery office of the diocese where
the wedding will take place.

LITURGICAL AND CANONICAL LAWS SURROUNDING MARRIAGE

Rite of Marriage

1. As a norm, the three options provided in Rite of Marriage(6-8) are to be used.

2. In the Diocese of Dodge City, the bishop has gamermission for the wedding of a
Catholic and baptized non-Catholic, or a Catholid an unbaptized person, to be
celebrated with Mass if a just cause exists. Hameliturgical norms concerning
reception of the Eucharist by non-Catholics musbieerved.
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Place to Celebrate Marriage

1.

A marriage between two Catholics or between a Qiatlparty and a baptized non-
Catholic party is to be celebrated in a parish churlt may be celebrated in another
[Catholic] church or oratory with the permissiontbé local ordinary or pastor. (c. 1118,
81) The local ordinary may permit a marriage tacbkebrated in another suitable place
other than a Catholic church or oratory. (c. 118, § marriage between a Catholic and
an unbaptized person may be celebrated in a cluurchanother suitable place. (c. 1118,
83)

In the Diocese of Dodge City, at least one of theigs must be a registered member of
the parish; or, the parents of the bride or th@gronust be registered in the parish. Only
by exception would a wedding be celebrated in arotthurch, and then with the
permission of the pastor of the Catholic party(ies)

Canonical Form

1.

Those marriages are valid which are contractedrbdfee local ordinary or pastor (or a
priest or deacon delegated by either of them) amdwitnesses. (c. 1108) In the Diocese
of Dodge City, the faculty has been granted to @aed vicars to assist at marriages
within the boundaries of the parish to which they assigned.

In addition to the priest or deacon who serves raawhorized witness, at least two
additional witnesses are essential for a validlmektgon of marriage. The only function

of the two witnesses is to attest to the fact thatmarriage was legitimately celebrated.
Therefore, there is no requirement that eithehefwitnesses be Catholic or baptized.

Those Bound by the Canonical Form of Marriage

1.

Canonical form must be observed if at least onehef parties was baptized in the

Catholic Church or received into it and has noedefd from it by a formal act. (c. 1117)

a. The fact that a person was not raised in the Ciatl@urch after baptism or has
lapsed from the active practice of the faith does exempt him or her from the
obligation of observing the canonical form.

b. In March 2006 the Pontifical Council for Legislaiviexts published a document
clarifying what is meant by “an act of defectioorfr the Catholic Church.” This is
more than a mere lapsing from the practice of #ih.f Rather, it is a juridic act that
includes: the internal decision to leave the Cath@hurch, the realization and
external manifestation of that decision, and theepéion of that decision by the
competent ecclesiastical authority.

Prohibition of Duplicate Ceremonies

1.

In the case of a mixed marriage, it is forbidderh&we another religious celebration of
the same marriage to give or renew matrimonial eohb&efore or after the canonical
celebration. Likewise, there is not to be a relig celebration in which the Catholic who
is assisting and a non-Catholic minister togethsing their own rites, ask for the consent
of the parties. (c. 1127, 83)

This canon is very important since it touches om vhlidity of the sacrament. While
pastoral practice must manifest sensitivity to ‘feenical marriages,” this sensitivity will
amount to nothing if the solution chosen for inwotya Catholic priest or deacon and a
non-Catholic minister in a celebration of marriagsult in an invalid celebration. One
minister must receive the consent of both partiéisthat minister is non-Catholic, a
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dispensation from canonical form is required eehea Catholic minister is to be present
for the celebration.

Role of a Priest in a Non-Catholic Church

1. With the previous authorization of the bishop, @ndvited to do so, a priest or deacon

may attend or participate in some way in the celiédm of mixed marriage situations

where the dispensation from canonical form has lgeanted.

In this case there may be only one ceremony in lwthie presiding minister receives the
marriage vows from both parties.

At the invitation of the minister, the priest oraden may offer other appropriate prayers,
read from scripture, give a brief exhortation atesb the couple.

Role of a Non-Catholic Minister in the Catholic Chuch

1.

2.

Upon request of the couple, the local ordinary paymit the priest to invite the minister
of the non-Catholic party to participate in the etehtion of the marriage, to offer
prayers, to read from scripture, give a brief exditton and bless the couple.

In this case there may be only one ceremony in hwtie priest receives the marriage
vows from both parties.

Faculty to Withess Marriages and Delegation

1.

2.

3.

The lay grants to local ordinaries and pastorddhalty to assist at marriages within their
territory in virtue of their office. (c. 1111, 81)

In the Diocese of Dodge City, the faculty has bgemted to parochial vicars to assist at
marriages within the boundaries of the parish tectvithey are assigned.

By reason of the faculty mention in #1 and #2 abgastors, parochial administrators
and parochial vicars may subdelegate to anothelifigdapriest or deacon who enjoys
faculties to witness a particular wedding.

To assist at any marriage a deacon must be progeldgated (unless general delegation
has been granted). General delegation must beciypdiven by the proper pastor. [A
sample letter of general delegation: “With thisdetyou, Deacon (hame) are granted
general delegation to witness any marriages withen parish boundaries of X parish.
This delegation is effective (date),” and signedtly pastor. Send a copy of general
delegation letters to the bishop or his delegat¢hab he is aware that the deacon has
been given general delegation.]

Priests from outside the Diocese of Dodge City (vbe secular priests or religious
priests) must be delegated in writing for each awery wedding. It is not enough to
grant them permission to come. To delegate angihest, complete Section F of our
diocesan prenuptial form, or on a separate shegtapér write: “I, (pastor's name),
delegate (name of the priest) to assist at theiaggrof (names of groom and bride) at
(name of the church) on (date).” Sign and datddtter.

A priest or deacon who witnesses a marriage inrstp& which he is not assigned is to
obtain delegation from the pastor of the place afrirage. It is the responsibility of the
priest or deacon witnessing the marriage to olitemecessary delegation.

Valid and Licit Celebration

Before a marriage is celebrated, it must be evitlgrit nothing stands in the way of a valid and
licit celebration. (c. 1066)

1.

For a marriage to b€ALID the parties must be canonically free to marry am&her:
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a. an impediment to marriage must not exist (see @8341094)

b. the parties must marry freely and give true matniabconsent (see cc. 1095-1107)

c. the marriage must be celebrated with proper caabri@m (i.e., before a local
ordinary or pastor (or a properly delegated priestdeacon) and before two
witnesses.(c. 1108)

d. If grave difficulties hinder the observance of calcal form [in a mixed marriage],
the local ordinary of the Catholic party has thghtiof dispensing from the form in
individual cases, after having consulted the lawdinary of the place in which the
marriage is to be celebrated, and with some pditiia of celebration. (c. 1127, 8§2)

2. For a marriage to be celebratd@ITLY [lawfully]:

a. an examination of the spouses (c. 1067) to asnoetitai absence of impediments, the
parties freedom to marry, their capacity to martlyeir understanding of the
obligations and rights of marriage, and their cétgado undertake those obligations
and exercise those rights.

b. Permission from the local ordinary is necessaryterfollowing situations (c. 1071):

- the marriage of transients

- a marriage which cannot be recognized or celethrateording to the norm
of civil law

- a marriage of a person who is bound by naturalgabbns toward another
party or children from a previous union

- a marriage of a person who has notoriously rejeittedCatholic faith

- a marriage of a person under censure

- a marriage of a minor child when the parents arawame or reasonably
opposed

- amarriage to be entered through a proxy mentiomed1105

c. Mixed Marriage (the marriage between a baptizedh@mt and a baptized non-
Catholic) is prohibited unless the following comalits have been fulfilled (c. 1125):

- The Catholic party is to declare that he or shgrépared to remove dangers
of defecting from the faith and is to make a siegaromise to do all in his or
her power so that all offspring are baptized anought up in the Catholic
Church. [In the Diocese of Dodge City, this dediarais noted on side two of
the yellow dispensation/permission form.]

- The non-Catholic part is to be informed at an appate time about the
promises which the Catholic party is to make, inhsa way that it is certain
that he or she is truly aware of the promise ankbation of the Catholic
party.

- Both parties are to be instructed about the pugpasd essential properties of
marriage which neither of the contracting partge®iexclude.

d. Place of Marriage — The marriage between a bapt@atiolic and a baptized non-
Catholic may be celebrated in a parish church.mdty be celebrated in another
Catholic church or oratory with the permission bé tlocal ordinary or pastor (c.
1118, 81). The Local ordinary may permit a maeiag be celebrated in another
suitable place other than a Catholic church orooya{c. 1118, 82). Canon 1118
presumes that no matter where the marriage is regézh) the canonical form will be
observed.
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Impediments that Invalidate Marriage

Diriment Impediments render a person unqualifieddotract marriage validly (c. 1073):

©CoNoOAWNE

lack of age (male 16, female 14) (c. 1083)
impotence (c. 1084)

prior marriage bond (c. 1085)

disparity of worship (c. 1086)

sacred orders (c. 1087)

perpetual vows of chastity (c. 1088)
abduction (c. 1089)

crime (c. 1090)

consanguinity (c. 1091)

10. affinity (c. 1092)
11. public propriety (c. 1093)
12.adoption (c. 1094)

Circumstances which Invalidate Consent

Since consent is an act of the will, all defectsafisent ultimately invalidate a marriage because
of their impact on the will. Valid consent requrde harmonious interaction of all of a person’s
mental faculties-the cognitive, the critical oridelative, and the volitional.

NGO~ WNE

consensual incapacity (c. 1095)
ignorance (c. 1096)

error about the person (c. 1097)
fraud or imposed error (c. 1098)
error of law (c. 1099)

simulation of consent (c. 1011)
future condition (c. 1102)

force and fear (c. 1103)

Reasons for Delaying a Marriage

1. Before a marriage is celebrated, it must be evideait nothing stands in the way of its

valid and licit celebration (c. 1066). A just causr the priest to delay marriage include:

a. the presence of a diriment impediment or otherlidating factors (cc. 1083-1094)

b. the presence of an emotional or psychological disor

c. the rejection of the Catholic concept of marriage

d. the priest's moral certitude of the absence ofctiffe maturity on the part of either
party

e. the refusal of the parties to take part in the grbsed marriage preparation program,
or to participate in any way in pre-marriage assesg, evaluation or counseling.

Reasons for Prohibiting Marriage

1.

In a special case, the local ordinary can prohitatriage for his own subjects residing
anywhere and for all actually present in his owmittery but only for a time, for a grave
cause, and for as long as the cause continue)7{e, 81)

a. A prohibition can be issued only for a particulase. (Therefore, the local ordinary
could not prohibit all marriages of a particularcaimstance, such as all marriages in
which the couples are cohabiting.)

b. The legitimacy of a personal prohibition dependstion existence of a grave cause.
The proposed marriage must threaten serious hatimetparties themselves, to the
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good of the community, or to the dignity of the reement. The threat of scandal
posed by the proposed marriage could also justifgraonal prohibition.

c. Prohibitions can only be temporary and must be kedtovhen the motivating cause
ceases. Personal prohibitions of marriage arenmedint as punishments but as
protections of the personal good of the spouses thed public good of the
community.

d. Such a prohibition restricts the exercise of thedamental right to marry. Therefore,
a careful effort to establish the relevant factd amweigh the harm that might result
from allowing the celebration of marriage agaime hardships that may result from
deferring it should always precede the impositiba personal prohibition.

e. As a precept, a prohibition should be issued irimgiwith at least a summary of the
reasons prompting it and be communicated to trextdtl persons.

f. If a prohibition is imposed, the affected persolnsudd be assisted in overcoming the
problems that prompted it.

Processes Involved in the Delay or Prohibition of Mrriage

1.

If a priest temporarily delays a couple’s marriage, must inform the couple of his
decision in writing, and a copy of which is to nsto the bishop or his delegate who
authorizes marriages within the diocese.

If the bishop temporarily prohibits a couple’s niage, he must inform the couple of his
decision is writing, a copy of which is to be semthe respective Catholic pastors and to
the bishop’s delegate who usually authorizes mgesgavithin the diocese.

No priest or deacon is to witness a marriage wiaichther priest, deacon or pastoral
minister has delayed temporarily, without firstahtng the approval of the bishop. Nor
is any priest or deacon to witness a couple’s mgeriwhich the diocesan bishop has
temporarily prohibited.

The manner of procedure in administrative recouagminst decrees delaying or
prohibiting a marriage is found in the Code of Qahaw. (cc. 1732-1739)

Recording Marriage

1.

It is the responsibility of the pastor of the plaxfehe celebration of marriage to note as
soon as possible in the marriage register the nashéke spouses, the person who
assisted, the names of the witnesses, and the alateate of the celebration. (c.1121,
81)

If a marriage celebration with a dispensation franonical form:

a. the marriage is to be recorded in the parish ofGatholic party whose pastor (or
pastoral minister) conducted the investigation #&bfree status. After the
wedding, the Catholic party is to notify his or lpastor as soon as possible about
the marriage celebrated, the place of the celeraind the public form observed.
(c. 1121, 83)

b. the prenuptial documents are to be filed at thespaf the Catholic party.

The marriage is also to be noted in the baptisegikter of the Catholic party(ies). It is

the responsibility of the pastor of the place &f telebration of marriage to send notice
of the marriage to the Catholic party’s church aptism (or to make the notation in the
baptism register of the Catholic party if he or stes baptized in the same church in
which the marriage was celebrated. (c. 1122)

Diocese of Dodge City
Pastoral Handbook — February 2009
Marriage

10



CONVALIDATION PROCESSES

1. When convalidating a marriage (that is, making dvalihat is presently invalid), the
parties must intend more than receiving a blessing.
a. The parties must intend, by exchange of conseng¢stablish marriage. If this
does not happen, the convalidation is invalid.
b. The parties must understand that by this convatidahey are getting married for
the first time in the eyes of the Church.
c. The parties’ consent must manifest a new act ofilie
2. There are two convalidation processes:
a. simple convalidation
b. radical sanation

Simple Convalidation
There are three reasons a marriage may be invatigediment, consent or form. The
convalidation requirements will vary slightly depiemg on the reason for the invalidity.
1. Simple Convalidation in Cases of an Impediment

a. the diriment impediment must either cease or bgettised (c. 1156, 81)

b. atleast the party who is aware of the impedimemtmenew consent

c. the renewal of consent is required for validityXt56, §2)

d. the renewal of consent must be a new act of thiecaiicerning marriage which the

person who is renewing knows or thinks was nuliifithe beginning (c. 1157)

2. Simple Convalidation in Cases of Defect of Consent
a. the party who had not consented now gives congentded the consent given by the
other party still exists (c. 1157, 81)
b. this is not a matter of a “renewal” of consent, kather supplying valid consent that
has been lacking from the beginning

3. Simple Convalidation in Cases of Defect of Form
a. a marriage invalid due to a defect of form mustcbatracted anew according to
canonical form in order to become valid (c. 1160)

NOTE: There are two notions of “defect of form”thre law:
1. a defect of form when canonical form was attempgiatl something was lacking (for
example, the priest was not properly delegatesvontitnesses were lacking)
2. alack of form is when canonical form was neveeratited

Convalidation by Radical Sanation
1. The radical sanation is described as a convalidatfoan invalid marriage without the

renewal of consent. A radical sanation:

a. is granted by the competent authority (diocesandpmor Apostolic See)

b. entails a dispensation from an impediment (if theas one) and from canonical form
(if it was not observed)

c. Iis retroactive into the past of its canonical effgc. 1161, 81)

d. is not granted unless it is probable that the gantvish to persevere in conjugal life
(c. 1161, 83)
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2. Radical sanation can be granted without the knogdeaf either or both parties, but it is
not to be granted except for a serious reason.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE — APPENDIX
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES

The following information is offered as a guideline pastoral ministers who may find
themselves working with a couple with one or mofeh@se circumstances. Each situation
requires pastoral sensitivity and prudent judgnanto the best manner in which to engage the
couple in conversation about a given issue.

Marriage of Minors
1. Understood to mean persons who have not yet reathen her 18
2. Marriage should always be a serious adult commitm&nday there is growing evidence
and concern that many young and/or immature peapfgoach the Church with the
sincere desire to marry but seemingly without aegpdunderstanding of the seriousness
of the step they are contemplating. In view of thany circumstances adversely
affecting marriages today, especially the needffactive maturity to accept, sustain and
fulfill the essential obligations of marriage, s@care and concern must be given to a
couple requesting marriage when one or both isr@mi
a. Effective July 1, 2006, in the State of Kansas ne ander the age of 18 may get
married without the approval of parents or a juddée law allows parents or legal
guardians to give consent for 16- and 17-year wdsed, and a judge could approve
marriage for 15-year olds.
b. The priest or pastoral minister may wish to intewithe minor’s parents
- to obtain their assessment of the couple, espgdiadlir evaluation of their
son or daughter’'s maturity;
- to obtain their evaluation regarding the lastingcass of this proposed
marriage;
- to determine what assistance the parents can tdfensure a successful,
lasting union;
- to obtain their consent (required by state lawglow their minor son or
daughter to marry

Premarital Pregnancy
1. When a premarital pregnancy is either suspectdettor clearly is the motivating cause
of the marriage, great caution is urged toward mmger The human pressures of
premarital pregnancy, the need of basic suppaselbfand child, the desire to do the right
thing, the fear of social stigma for self and famdnd other factors can work havoc with
the freedom necessary to enter a valid marriadeis,Twhen it is known that a premarital
pregnancy is involved, the following provisions atggested:

a. If the decision to marry had been announced puyblidr example by way of an
engagement announcement, or if the decision hdeaat been shared with family
members prior to the pregnancy, the priest or palstoinister may proceed with the
preparations to assess their readiness for maraagbe or she would with any
engaged couple.

Diocese of Dodge City
Pastoral Handbook — February 2009
Marriage

12



b. If the decision to marry was made after the colggdeame aware of the pregnancy,
the couple should be referred to a counselor abhdliatSocial Service for a pre-
marriage evaluation.

Cohabitation

1. Since the time of marriage preparation is a “teb#anoment for the cohabiting couple,
the priest or pastoral minister should strive tprapch the issue of cohabitation with
sensitivity.

2. The priest or pastoral minister needs to acceptdgple as persons who may well be in
the process of spiritual growth and gently tryead them toward reconciling with God
and the Church.

3. If the minister is satisfied that the couple isragtin good faith, marriage preparation for
them may continue. In the preparation, howeves, ninister may recommend that they
separate for their own personal best interest|/ltavahem the space needed to be more
objective about their relationship. The separatimuld also be a demonstration of their
willingness to better understand the position ef@hnurch.

4. Cohabitation is not an impediment to a valid m@eia Therefore, it is difficult to refuse
marriage on this ground only. However, if therenst sufficient awareness on the
couple’s part of the essential commitments in ragej they may be grounds for
postponement.

Dysfunctional Behavior or Background

1. If either party has an alcohol or drug problemyafgssional evaluation or assessment is
recommended.

2. If either party comes from a dysfunctional backgrmuincluding parents who are
alcoholics or drug abusers, or if a party has agpeed physical, sexual or emotional
abuse, these issues must be explored. If necesbarpriest or pastoral minister may
refer the party to a professional or licensed celars

Marriage after an Annulment/Second Marriage

1. Even though the divorced party(ies) have receivete@aration from the Church that
they are free to marry, it is imperative that thiegt or pastoral minister be satisfied that
the difficulties which appeared in the previous nage(s) not exist in the present
relationship.

2. If an annulment has been granted, the priest dodaninister should be aware of the
possibility that ecaution grave cautionor prohibition might have been given relative to
any future marriage. Contact the Tribunal to ingunto the reasons and stipulations of
thecaution grave cautioror prohibition.

3. Important issues affecting the children of a secmadriage may include:

- household authority

- relationship with the non-custodial parent

- changes in lifestyle

- perhaps relocation, new school or loss of friends

4. The liturgical celebration of a second marriageusthdoe moderate. It should take into
consideration the prevailing circumstances subs#aieethe first union, the local faith
community, and the manner in which the permanendesanctity of matrimony is best
enhanced.
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INFORMATION REGARDING MARRIAGE LICENSES IN THE STAT E OF KANSAS
(Fromhttp://marriage.about.com/cs/marriagelicenses/gasumtm June 2008)

1.

2.

© N

9.

One does not need to be a resident of Kansas er twdapply for a marriage
license.

Both parties do not need to be present when agplginthe license. If only
one is present, that person will need to havehalldocuments and know the
information that would be required from his/hewi# spouse.

Apply at the District Court Clerk’'s Office. Driver license and a social
security card, or other type of photo identificatie required.

If either party was previously married, you willeteto know the date of the
final divorce decree or the date of death of thevjmus spouse. The divorced
party may need to wait 30 days after the date effittal decree before being
allowed to remarry.

Fees include $50 for the license plus a $25 sugeharCash is required in
most counties.

Kansas has a three day waiting period.

Kansas does not allow cousin marriages.

Kansas does allow common law marriages. “A comtaanmarriage will be
recognized in Kansas if the couple considers themsdo be married and
publicly hold themselves out to be married anchédyt are legally eligible to
marry. No minimum period of cohabitation is reguair’

A Kansas marriage license is valid for six months.

10.“State and county marriage licenses often chanfee above information is

for guidance only and should not be regarded ad ledyice. It is important
that you verify all information with your local nréage license office or
county clerk...”)

(Note: Other information is available on this websi Only the information pertinent to the
couple was presented here.)
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