Preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage

Guidelines for the Diocese of Dodge City promulgateMarch 19, 1998
(Revised February 1, 2009)

These guidelines are intended to assist engagquesoin preparing for marriage in the Catholic Gwur The
Scriptures continually remind us that the love andy between husband and wife are sacred and ihdadan

image of the unity of Christ with His Church. Mimtlthat most couples preparing for marriage haseen done
this before, we offer these guidelines in the hityae the sacredness and beauty of the Sacraméfdrafige will

be ever more apparent, that hearts will be toudhye&od’s love, and that the grace of God will benifest as
these guidelines are followed.

Elements of Marriage Preparation are three: an instrumenan eventand sessions with a priest or pastoral
minister.

1. Instrument — Completing the FOCCUS survey and syums# discussions of the results.

2. Event — Attendance at an Engaged Encounter or edoptouple group session.

3. Sessions — Other meetings with the priest or palstoinister who is to be particularly concernech&p
the couple develop an understanding and appreciaifothe sacrament, especially the liturgical and
spiritual aspects of marriage.

4. If, in a particular circumstance, participation time above-prescribed marriage preparation progsam i
impossible or extremely inconvenient (e.g., becaafsailitary service or because a student is away a
college), the couple, in cooperation with the gri@ho will witness the marriage, may take part ny a
marriage preparation program approved for use athen diocese. In such a case, the couple isesept
to the priest verification of their participatiomthe other diocese’s preparation program.

If this involves a couple with other circumstan¢ese or both having a previous marriage, senioplesy couples
that have been civilly married for some time, etihg elements of the preparation include sessidtfisa priest or
pastoral minister, as well as an instrument anditethet seems best suited to the needs of the €oupl

Steps toward the Rite of Marriage

Contact the priest of the parish. A minimum ofrfownths preparation is required. An appointmeiitbe made
with the couple to discuss their marriage plans.tids time a TENTATIVE date for the wedding may $et and
the other details that need attention before thddimg date can be confirmed. Among these detegls a

a. participation in an event, such as Engaged Encoont& couple-to-couple group session

b. completion of an instrument, such as FOCCUS
The Engaged Encounter and FOCCUS instrument ate degtigned to help the couple take a better
look at their relationship and to discover areagmelgrowth may be needed.

c. sessions with the priest or pastoral minister. imurthese meetings the data from the FOCCUS
instrument will be discussed and the informatioedesl for parish records will be obtained. Thid wil
also be a time that the details of wedding cerenmuary be discussed. A booklet is available which
provides options for choosing prayers and readiodge used in the wedding liturgy.

d. gathering documents: a recently issued copy (datédn six months) of the Catholic party’s baptism
certificate with other sacramental notations ineldidand a copy of the baptized non-Catholic’s lsapti
certificate (if it can be obtained) or some othepy of the record of baptism.

Dysfunctional Behavior or Background
If either party has an alcohol or drug problemjfagither party comes from a dysfunctional familfyarigin, a
professional evaluation or assessment is recommdende

Cohabitation
If the couple is cohabiting, this issue must beraslsl during the preparation. Cohabitation, howegenot an
impediment for the couple to enter marriage.



Marriage of Minors

Effective 1 July 2006 in the State of Kansas no oméer the age of 18 may get married without the@aml of

parents or a judge. The couple is to be evaluayea counselor at Catholic Social Service whosk wal be to

evaluate the affective maturity and capacity of ¢baple to fulfill the obligations of marriage. &ltouple must
sign a release of confidentiality so that the celorsmay communicate his or her assessment to riest pr

pastoral minister working with the couple. Thetdeghe responsibility of the couple.

Setting the Wedding Date

The date you request for your wedding is tentatimgl your marriage preparation is complete. Thgedof the
wedding shall be confirmed only after the assessrhas been made of the couple’s readiness for aggrri
Therefore, do not have invitations printed unt tbriest or deacon presiding at the wedding ha$irowed the
date.

Appropriate Dates

Weddings are appropriate during the regularly soleeilSunday liturgies for couples in which bothtiesr are
practicing Catholics. Weddings may not be celentabn Ash Wednesday or during the Easter Triduum.
Weddings during the Season of Lent are discourdgedo the penitential nature of the Lenten season.

Place to Celebrate Marriage

A marriage between two Catholics or between a Ciathparty and a baptized non-Catholic party is ® b
celebrated in a parish church. It can be celebdrateanother Catholic Church with the permissiorthe local
ordinary or pastor of the Catholic party. A maggabetween a Catholic and an unbaptized personbean
celebrated in a church or in another suitable place

At least one of the parties must be a registereahlmee of the parish; or, the parents of the bridthergroom must
be registered in the parish. Only by exception @wedding be celebrated in another church, hed with the
permission of the pastor of the Catholic party.

Role of a Priest in a non-Catholic Church

With the previous authorization of the bishop anidvited to do so, a priest or deacon may attempgasticipate in
some way in the celebration of mixed marriage sitna where the dispensation from canonical formm been
granted. In this case there may be only one cemgrimowhich the presiding minister receives the nage vows
from both parties. At the invitation of the mir@stthe priest or deacon may offer appropriate gngyread from
scripture, give a brief exhortation and bless tepde.

Reconciliation
Catholics are encouraged to receive the Sacramé&eamnciliation prior to the marriage ceremonytrahgement
may be made with any priest.

Interfaith Marriage — Promise of the Catholic Party

The Catholic party in an interfaith marriage isuiegd to make a solemn promise to God which stdtes:a
Catholic wishing to enter into marriage with a n@atholic, | take this occasion to re-affirm my Faih Jesus
Christ and, with God'’s help, | intend to continuerlg that Faith in the Catholic Church. | am aveaof my
serious obligations regarding the Faith, and | pieeto do all in my power to share the Faith | hageeived
with our children by having them baptized and rebas Catholics.”

The Worship Space

Flowers

Ideally, only real, natural flowers, plants andgoeenery may be used in the decoration of the thufte size of
the arrangement should be scaled to the size a¢fghee. Consult the pastor before consideringrd&oas for the
ends of pews or other furnishings.



Altar
No decorations may be placed on the altar, anchocch furniture may be moved without permission.

Seasonal Decorations
Flowers and/or decorations are not allowed durrgyltenten season. Special seasonal decoratidghs imorship
space may not be changed.

Candles
Consult the pastor regarding the use of candledédabra. In the Catholic tradition, the lightingoandles is the
duty of altar servers. It is the couple’s respbitity to clean any wax drippings on the floor.

Clean Up
Please designate someone to be responsible forviegndecorations and cleaning up the church immeljia
following the wedding ceremony.

Rice, etc.

Ordinarily, rice, wheat, birdseed, confetti, siyring, balloons, etc. may not be thrown or reldase church
property. Individual parishes may permit thes¢hie social hall or outdoor space, if it is judgedot in the best
interest of all concerned.

Guest Book
Guest books and receiving lines are not permittedeachurch; however, they may be appropriateatéception.

Rehearsal and Photography
Scheduling
All parties need to be at the rehearsal on timbis & especially important if other functions acheduled in the
church. The couple is to bring the marriage lieetwsthe rehearsal and give it to the priest ocdeat that time.
Normally only those in the wedding ceremony aresené for the rehearsal.

Pictures

It is recommended that pictures be taken priorh® ¢eremony so the couple may enjoy the celebratitm
guests. Pictures, whether taken by a photographday guests, are not recommended during the cergmo
Videos may or may not be permitted during the cemmdepending upon the architecture and arrangeofi¢he
worship space and the judgment of the pastor. sBleamind the photographer that the church (pdatiguthe
altar area) is a sacred place and not just a praggb@ background. No photographic backdrops neagdi up.
No church furnishings may be moved for picturengkor placement of video cameras. Please disbissnatter
with the presiding priest or deacon as he may kawse helpful suggestions.

No food or drinks are allowed in the church

The Wedding Ceremony
Planning
The presiding priest or deacon at the wedding agflist the couple in planning the ceremony accgrttiriheRite
of Marriage

Forms of Liturgy

Marriage of two baptized Catholics normally takéscp during the celebration of a Nuptial Mass. Blslmop has
granted permission for the wedding of a Catholid anbaptized non-Catholic, or a Catholic and anaptibed
person to be celebrated within Mass if a just cassts. However, liturgical norms concerning pgae of the
Eucharist by non-Catholics must be observed. Imngerfaith situation, however, a wedding liturgytside of
Mass may be more appropriate and more familiaote @atholic families and guests.




The Procession
The procession of the wedding party at the begmoina wedding is optional. If there is to be agassion, the
following serves as a guide.

According toThe Rite of Marriaget20, “If there is a procession to the altar, theisters go first, followed by the
priest, and then the bride and the bridegroom. oAting to local custom, they may be escorted bigadt their
parents and the two witnesses. Meanwhile, theaeoérsong is sung.”

Role of a non-Catholic Minister in the Catholic Chuch

Upon the request of the couple, the local ordimaay permit the priest to invite the minister of tien-Catholic
party to participate in the celebration of the nzaye, offer prayers, read from scripture, give i@fbexhortation
and bless the couple. In this case there may lyeome ceremony in which the priest receives theriage vows
from both parties.

Other Ministries

The couple may be asked to provide various lit@igmainisters (lectors, altar servers, musiciang, lagarers,
Eucharistic ministers, etc.). These persons shioell@atholic and chosen primarily for their abilityassist in the
ceremony. It is best to choose people who aradyrexercising these ministries. Those chosen tebé old

enough to perform their role without difficulty. aturity is an important consideration when choosingng

bearer and flower girl.

Worship Aids

The purpose of a worship aid (a paper or booklgjuinle the assembly through the service) is tdifatg the
active participation of the people. Worship aidssinfollow all necessary copyright laws and arented at the
couple’s expense. Aids are to be reviewed by tlespor deacon prior to printing.

Unity Candle
The Unity Candle is not an element of Rige of Marriageand need not be used. If the Unity Candle is g

to the couple, they might want to use it at theption.

Cultural Customs
Customs such aarras (coins),lazg presentation of flowers to Mary, etc. should ecdssed with the priest or
deacon as to their appropriate inclusion in thelotion.

Music

The following quote from the United States Bishogi&umentSing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worsh@ 2007

provides helpful guidance: “Particular decisionsuaichoice and placement of wedding music shoulddsed on
three judgments...the liturgical judgment, the padtgudgment and the musical judgment. All threetluése

judgments must be taken into account, since theyaspects of a single judgment. ... Secular musen évough

it may emphasize the love of the spouses for onghan, is not appropriate for the Sacred Litur@ongs that are
chosen for the Liturgy should be appropriate far ¢elebration and express the faith of the Chur@220)

If a song has special meaning for the couple bobissuitable for use in the church, considerati@y be given to
using it in a creative way at the wedding receptitrere it is appropriate and may be enjoyed.

Solos
If solos are used, they are most appropriate dagese (before the ceremony begins), although ingnial music
is preferable. The Lord’s Prayer is never appaipras a solo during the Eucharistic liturgy in@raurch.

Recorded musicis not appropriate on its own or as an accompantime




