
From the Holy Father... Diocese of  
Dodge City 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-SYNODAL APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION  

22 February 2007 

SACRAMENT of CHARITY ~ BENEDICT XVI 
 

 

The order of the sacraments of initiation 
18. In this regard, attention needs to be paid to the order of the sacraments 

of initiation. Different traditions exist within the Church. There is a clear 

variation between, on the one hand, the ecclesial customs of the East (50) 

and the practice of the West regarding the initiation of adults, (51) and, on 

the other hand, the procedure adopted for children. (52) Yet these varia-

tions are not properly of the dogmatic order, but are pastoral in character. 

Concretely, it needs to be seen which practice better enables the faithful to 

put the sacrament of the Eucharist at the centre, as the goal of the whole 

process of initiation. In close collaboration with the competent offices of 

the Roman Curia, Bishops' Conferences should examine the effectiveness 

of current approaches to Christian initiation, so that the faithful can be 

helped both to mature through the formation received in our communities 

and to give their lives an authentically eucharistic direction, so that they 

can offer a reason for the hope within them in a way suited to our times 

(cf. 1 Pet 3:15). 


