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KEY 
PRINCIPLES 

of

CATHOLIC 
SOCIAL
TEACHING

OUR MORAL 
COMPASS

Being a Christian 
entails promoting 
the dignity of  our 
brothers and 
sisters, fighting for 
it, living for it. 
                       Pope Francis

Our Catholic faith demands more of us than 

saying prayers and following laws. Catholic 

social principles are the moral compass,  as 

contemporary as Jesus’ Sermon the Mount and 

the description of God’s criteria for judging us 

on the last day.  This rich inheritance echoes 

God’s call to make the reign of God real in our 

world. 
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Catholic Moral Life

   The beginning oral                      

 tradition 

•  to laws . . .  

•  truths to master . . . 

•  rules to follow . . .

•  sins to confess . . . 

CATHOLIC
SOCIAL 
TEACHING

SCRIPTURE

TRADITION

REASON

EXPERIENCE

VATICAN II

FROM WHAT 

TO WHOM –

    JESUS
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Updating 
theological 
anthropology; 
paying attention to 
social context

Empowering 
consciences

CHRISTIAN MORALITY 

IS NOT A NEVER 

FALLING, BUT AN 

ALWAYS GETTING UP .  

As they left Jericho a large crowd followed him. 
Now there were two blind men sitting at the 
side of  the road.  When they heard that it was 
Jesus who was passing by, they shouted, ‘Lord, 
have pity of  us, Son of  David.’  
And the crowd scolded them and told them to 
keep quiet, but they only shouted more loudly. 
…  Jesus stopped, called them over and said, 
‘What do you want me to do for you?”
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They said to him, 
‘Lord, let us have our 
sight back.’ Jesus felt 
pity for them and 
touched their eyes, and 
immediately their 
sight returned and 
they followed him.  
  
   Mt. 20:29-34

All social problems are 
spiritual problems.

All social problems are 
moral problems. 

What you see depends on where  
you are standing
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL 
PRINCIPLES

1. Life and Dignity of the 

Human Person  

2. Solidarity

3.  Care for creation 

4. Option for the Poor

5. Call for family, 

community and 

participation

6. Rights and 

responsibilities

7. Dignity of Work

Rights and 
dignity of  
the human 
person 
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Next to the 
Blessed 
Sacrament, your 
neighbor is the 
holiest object 
presented to 
your senses.
             C. S. Lewis

Solidarity

Care for 
Creation
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Option for 
the poor 
and 
vulnerable

Rights and 
Responsibilities

Family, Community, Participation
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Dignity of  
work and 
rights of  
workers

What you see 
depends on 
where  you are 
standing
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