
January 31, 1962

Father Joseph Stutz

Father Stutz, a native of Switzerland 
was born in 1884. He was ordained Aug. 4, 
1907, and served as vicar at Horgen there 
before coming to Kansas in 1908.

He became a priest of the Concordia diocese (Salina) 
and served as pastor of St. Aloysius, Lanham, with the mis-
sion Sts. Peter and Paul in Morrow, both in Washington 
County (1908-12).

Lanham is split by the state line road separating Kansas 
and Nebraska. During Father Stutz’s pastorate, the post 
office was located on the Nebraska side of the street. His 
assignment was listed as St. Aloysius Church, Lanham, 
Gage County, Neb. The church, however, was located on 
the Kansas side of the street.

In 1912, Father Stutz was appointed pastor of the newly-
established Mary, Help of Christians Parish at Loretto. 
Interestingly, the parish was founded by 17 families from 
Holy Cross at Pfeifer in the Concordia diocese who resided 
in Rush County in the Wichita diocese.

Father Stutz built the brick church at Loretto that was 
dedicated by Bishop Schwertner May 28, 1927.

In 1932, after celebrating his silver jubilee with the par-
ish, he left Kansas and returned to his native Switzerland 
where he became pastor of Mariahilfe der Christengemeinde 
(Mary Help of Christians) in Oberwinterthur. He celebrated 
his golden jubilee with this parish in 1957.

Father Stutz died at Oberwinterhur Jan. 31, 1962. Burial 
was in the parish cemetery. 

He had a priest brother, Father Emil Stutz, who remained 
in Switzerland.
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