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Weekend

of Mercy

“REKINDLE THE GIFT
OF GOD THAT IS
WITHIN YOU!”

www.dcdiocese.org/register

‘GO! and make a difference’
Diocese
celebrates
conclusion of
the year for
Consecrated
Life, Feb. 13 in
Great Bend.

March 4-6

P

ope Francis asks that the
Weekend of March 4-6 be a
special time to celebrate reconciliation. In Rome, in the various
basilicas the sacrament of reconciliation will be available for
24 hours from Noon on Friday,
March 4 until Noon Saturday,
March 5. Around the world,
dioceses join the Holy Father in
this weekend of Mercy.

in the Great Bend Deanery:
Saint Patrick, Great Bend:
1 p.m., March 4; 1 p.m., March 5
in the Dodge City Deanery:
Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Dodge City:
Noon-Midnight, March 4
St. Joseph, Ashland:
9 a.m.- Noon, March 4
in the Garden City Deanery:
Saint Anthony, Liberal:
11 a.m.-5 p.m., March 5
St. Helen, Hugoton:
8 a.m.-Noon, March 5
Mary, Queen of Peace, Ulysses:
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., March 5
Fr. Henry Hildebrandt is a
commissioned “Missionary of
Mercy” by Pope Francis for the
Jubilee of Mercy.
Sacred Heart, Ness City:
2-4 p.m., March 4 and 6; 11 a.m.
and Noon-3:30 p.m., March 5
Saint Aloysius, Ransom:
5 – 8 p.m., March 4
reconciliation services,
March 6
Saint Joseph, Oﬀerle: 2 p.m.
Saint Dominic, Garden City: 3 p.m.
St. John the Baptist, Spearville:
4 p.m.
St. Andrew, Wright: 7 p.m.
Other opportunities:
March 4: Kinsley: 7 p.m.; spearville: 7-8 a.m.; Fowler: 5-7 p.m.;
Scott City: 3-6pm; Elkhart: 6 p.m.
March 5: Hanston: 1-3 p.m.;
Kinsley 11 a.m.-Noon; Coldwater: 3:30–5 p.m.; Meade: 10 a.m.
-11:30 a.m.; Plains: 12:30-2 p.m.;
Greensburg 4:30 and\ 6:30 p.m.;
Lakin: 6 p.m.

-- 2 Timothy 1:6a

‘The story of religious life today is of
transformation, not diminishment.’

‘No more death! No more exploitation!’

C

was happening; he sent him to wake
up a people intoxicated with themselves,” he said.
Jonah’s message to the Ninevites
and God’s divine mercy saved the
people from self-destruction, proving that “there is always the possibility of change; we still have time
to transform what is destroying us
as a people, what is demeaning our
humanity.”
This account presents us with the
very mystery of divine mercy, the
pontiff said.
“Mercy always appeals to the latent
and numbed goodness within each
person…It seeks and invites us to conversion, it invites us to repentance;
it invites us to see the damage being
done at every level. Mercy always
pierces evil in order to transform it,”
he said.
Continued on Page 9

Honorary Altar Servers
Page
16
Tony remigio, Joe alvarez, Louis sanchez, and isaac sanchez were
“honorary altar servers” for a Feb. 13 Mass in memory of Father
Hilary Hernandez. The four men served Father Hernandez in the
“Mexican village” of Dodge City more than 60 years ago.

‘The Name of
God is Mercy’

see
Page 7

Pope Francis’ grief at the
US-Mexico border
Catholic News Agency
iudad Juarez, Mexico--At the
Mexico-U.S. border town of Ciudad Juarez, Pope Francis told hundreds of thousands of people present
to beg God for the “gift of tears” over
the suffering of others, especially
forced migration.
“Let us together ask our God for
the gift of conversion, the gift of
tears, let us ask him to give us open
hearts,” he said during the Feb. 17
Mass at Benito Juárez stadium.
“No more death! No more exploitation!”
Pope Francis drew on the day’s
reading from Jonah in which God calls
upon the prophet to go and convert
the Ninevites, whose city was “selfdestructing as a result of oppression
and dishonor, violence and injustice.”
“God sent him to testify to what
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More than 150
welcomed on their
journey to the
Catholic Church
see Page 3

Diocesan-wide
planning study
Special to the Catholic
s Bishop Brungardt addressed in the last
issue of the Southwest Kansas Catholic,
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City is currently conducting a planning study throughout
the diocese. It will focus on three priorities:
strengthening our works of mercy, faith
formation of our children, youth and adults,
and support of our current, retired, and
future priests. Prior to making any decisions
about going forward with a diocesan special
appeal, the diocese needs to hear from its
parishioners.
The response in the first month has been
outstanding as more than 300 households
have participated. We feel blessed by the response and this insight will play an important
role in shaping the future or our diocese.
We are asking each of you to share your
thoughts, recommendations, and ideas by
either completing a mail or online survey
or attending one of the area-wide Faith
Forums.
To review the preliminary fact sheet and
complete the brief online survey, please
visit www.steiergroup.com Once at www.
steiergroup.com, select “Client Login” on

A

Continued on Page 15
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Another Way
W

ounded in battle, unable to stand,
confined to bed, Ignatius of Loyola had
nothing but time on his hands during his long
convalescence in 1521.
He filled it with reading (the only books
available were a life of Christ, and lives of the
Saints), and with thinking about his prospects
for the future.
He could pass long hours thinking about
his dreams and projects for the rest of his life.
Wars, the feats of arms, defense of his country,
chivalrous service of his country’s leading men
and women, all of these occupied him as he
imagined them with delight.

He could also pass long hours thinking about
what he had been reading. The life of Christ
and how he appeared to his first followers, the
example of the saints, these too occupied him
as he began to dream about them with delight.
He would move from the worldly project
to the religious project, and back again. Both
made him happy when he thought of them.
But then his affectivity kicked in.
And then he found that the first left him
sad and discontented, and the second left him
happy and contented.
He then concluded that if thoughts of the
worldly project caused a delight that consis-

tently moved into sadness, this could not have
the feel of God’s action, but that of a bad spirit.
And if the other (sacred) project caused a delight that consistently lasted, then this did have
the feel of God working within his heart.
This experience gave rise to all he knew of
the Discernment of Spirits. What Augustine
had done for the problem of evil, and Teresa
of Avila and John of the Cross had done for
the experience of prayer, Ignatius did for the
art of discernment. This Mystic of Moods and
of Thoughts was thus a great blessing to the
Church.

+ Most rev.
ronald M. Gilmore
Bishop Emeritus of
Dodge City

Timken Parish to celebrate Servant of God, Father Kapaun, March 6

H

oly Trinity Catholic Church in Timken, where
Father Emil Kapaun was appointed pastor on
April 9, 1948, invites the public to help celebrate
the “Year of Father Kapaun” Sunday, March 6.
Mass will be celebrated at 1:30 p.m. by the Most
Rev. John B. Brungardt. There will be a special
presentation at 3 p.m. by Scott Carter and the Kerr
Family, followed by a living rosary, and meal.
The Most Reverend Carl A. Kemme, Bishop of
Wichita, declared a Year of Father Kapaun, beginning June 7, 2015 and concluding June 9, 2016.
Father Kapaun was a priest of the Diocese of
Wichita (which at the time encompassed southwest Kansas) who died in 1951 in a North Korean
prisoner of war camp. His cause for beatification is
currently being considered by the Vatican.

ProteCtinG GoD’s ChiLDren
The Diocese of Dodge City requires
all employees and volunteers who work
with children to participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness session.
Through the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other educational efforts of
the diocese, all people of the diocese can
learn how to discuss different aspects of
abuse -- including sexual abuse -- with
children and how to teach them to protect
themselves. Currently scheduled sessions
are as follows:

Ness City

sunday, March 6, 2016, 3 – 6 p.m.
Sacred Heart Catholic School, 510 S.
School St. Ness City; Contact Person:
Debbie Hagans (785) 798-3530; PGC
Facilitator: Cherry Deges (620) 338-7501

Dodge City –spanish
sunday, March 6, 2016; 4 – 7 p.m.
Cathedral Our Lady Of Guadalupe
-St. Augustine Room
3231 N. 14th Avenue, Dodge City
Contact Person: Maria Antonia Cruz
(620) 225-4802; PGC Facilitator: Norma
Alvarez (620) 227-3443
If you or someone you know may
have been a victim of sexual abuse
by clergy, an employee or volunteer
of the Diocese of Dodge City, you are
asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness
Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051
or dsnapp3@starrtech.net.
You always have the right to directly
contact the Department for Children
and Families/Kansas Protection Report
Center. The hotline number is 1-800922-5330.

Problem gamers’ hotline
Do you think that you, a friend or loved one may have a gambling problem?
Problem gaming is one of the most destructive disorders people face, and
the consequences can be devastating when it spirals out of control. Help is
available. Call (800) 522-4700, or visit www.ksgamblinghelp.com.

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll free, 866-327-6578: Provides confidential,
short-term emotional support, advice, and qualified referrals directly to rural
families struggling with an unmet emotional, medical, financial, or legal need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services, toll-free, 800-321-3276: Helps farmers, agricultural lenders and USDA agencies resolve disputes in a confidential and
non-adversarial setting outside the traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for Rural Kansans, toll free, 866-271-0853:
Helps farmers, ranchers, and their families to make a transition from farming and
ranching to non-farm employment.

Father emil Kapaun, a
priest who served at parishes in Timken and spearville, celebrates Mass
from the front of his jeep
while serving in Korea. He
died in 1951 in a prisoner
of war camp, and is being
considered for sainthood.
a special celebration will
begin at 1:30 p.m., sunday,
March 6 at Holy Trinity
Church in Timken.

Bishop to bless holy oils at
Chrism Mass, March 17

A

t 11 a.m. on March 17 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Dodge City, the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt will bless the oil of the sick, that of
chrism, and that of catechumens. (These
are used wherever there is a sacramental anointing, such as the anointing of
the sick, the anointing of those about to
be or newly baptized, and the anointing
of priests and confirmandi.)
Chrism Masses see the gathering
of the entire diocese, bishop, priests,
deacons and lay faithful, and are the

occasion on which the bishop not only
blesses the holy oils, but when the
priests and deacons renew their promises to serve God and his people, and
those celebrating jubilees are honored.
Representatives from each parish in
the diocese will bring small containers in
which volunteers will fill with the blessed
oils after Mass.
All are invited to attend the Mass,
although due to the number of parish
representatives attending, the dinner
reception to follow is by invitation only.

‘There is something wonderful
about a Chrism Mass’
The following was written by Father Alexander LucieSmith, consulting editor, The Catholic Herald, London,
UK., after celebrating their 2015 Chrism Mass.

B

eautiful Arundel Cathedral, even on a cold and
windy grey day, is a blessed place. But so is every
place with a cathedral, for a cathedral, even when not a
splendid building, reminds us of the communion of the
Church, and our communion with him who presides over
the whole assembly of charity, namely the successor of
Peter.
I was struck, as the bishop blessed the oils, by all the
categories of people, some of them still to be born, who
would experience the anointing with oil over the coming
year. Such is the rhythm of life. Indeed, should I die this
year, which is not impossible, I too would be anointed, I
hope, with the oil of the sick.
There is something wonderful about a Chrism Mass,
so, if you have not been to one, make a date to attend.
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Diocese offers official welcome to incoming Catholics

By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
sn’t it nice to see so many people excited
about their Catholic faith?”
The people whom Eric Haselhorst,
Director of Stewardship, referred to as he
stood at the doors of the cathedral offering welcome to all who entered, were the
approximately 150 people, their family
and friends, who were about to experience the last, formal rite before their full
acceptance into the Catholic faith.
This was the Rite of Election and Call to
Continuing Conversion, an official welcome to people of all ages who are nearing the conclusion of their journey into
the Catholic Faith—and about to begin
another in the life of the Church.
“We welcome you, our catechumens to
our Rite of Election, and our candidates
to our Call to Continuing Conversion,” the
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt told those
gathered at the Feb. 14 celebration. “This
is truly a diocesan celebration of our
48 parishes in 28 counties in southwest
Kansas.” (The bishop’s homily is at right.)
One of the most significant events
of the liturgical year, this is the official
moment when candidates (baptized
Catholics or baptized members of another
Christian denomination who are seeking
confirmation and first Eucharist) and
catechumens (individuals who have
not been baptized and who are seeking
baptism, confirmation and first Eucharist)
declare their commitment to entering
fully the Catholic Church at the Easter
vigil.

I

‘The Name of
God is Mercy’

More than 150
candidates and
catechumens took
part in the annual
Rite of Election and
Call to Continuing
Conversion at the
Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe,
Feb. 14. At right,
candidate Ava Mull
of Sacred Heart
Parish, Larned, dips
her fingers in the
baptismal font during the Call to Continuing Conversion.
Standing behind
her with her hand
on her shoulder is
her sponsor.

Following is Bishop John Brungardt’s
homily from the Rite of Election and
Call to Continuing Conversion, Feb.
14, at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe.
e welcome you, our catechumens
to our Rite of Election, and our
candidates to our Call to Continuing
Conversion. We welcome also the
sponsors, catechists, family members,
friends, priests, deacons, religious
sisters, and liturgical planners/
ministers/helpers. This is truly a
diocesan celebration of our 48 parishes
in 28 counties in southwest Kansas. I
as your bishop of the Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City welcome you all!

W

YEAR OF MERCY

Photos by David Myers

WADE IN THE WATER

During the Call to Continuing
Conversion, candidates and their sponsors
were led, parish by parish, by youths
carrying tall banners trailed by colored
streamers, to the baptismal font. There,
called by name, they dipped their fingers
and crossed themselves as Mike Stein
and the cathedral choir sang the haunting
“Wade in the Water”.
Father Robert Schremmer, vicar
general, along with Sister Angela Erevia,
MCDP, and Haselhorst, stood by the font,
offering directions to the candidates.
When a young man in a wheelchair had
difficulty reaching into the font, Father
Schremmer scooped some holy water into
his hand, holding it out to the young man.
Following the Call to Continuing
Conversion was the Rite of Election,
during which each catechumen, along
with their Godparent, was called by name
for enrollment in the Book of the Elect.
With the Godparent standing beside
in witness, catechumens placed their
signature in the special book, indicating
their desire to live faithfully according to
God’s will.
“Welcome to this gift of the God of
Mercy to you, as you continue your faith
journey,” Bishop Brungardt said. “Be
assured of my prayers for you, as your
bishop, as you continue toward the great
celebration of the Easter Vigil. Jesus will
be with you. Our Merciful Savior loves you
more than you can ask or imagine!”
Following the celebration, all those in
attendance gathered in the social hall for
a dinner reception.

Above, A catechumen signs
the Book of the Elect. At left,
the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt greets the assembly as
they move from the worship
space to the Holy Family Social Hall for a dinner
reception following the Rite
of Election and the Call to
Continuing Conversion.

‘Our Merciful Lord
assists us to deepen
your faith as candidates
and catechumens,
entering the Catholic
faith, as we all deepen
our knowledge and love
and service to
our God.’
-- Bishop Brungardt

Yes, Jesus Himself was tempted by the
evil one: tempted by material things,
by not trusting in God, and by making
ourselves gods (Matthew). Jesus
concludes the temptations by “The
Lord, your God, shall you worship and
him alone shall you serve” (Matthew;
also from Deuteronomy).
Just who is this Lord that we shall
worship and serve? Pope Francis
said that the Name of God is Mercy
(the title of his new book): “Mercy
is God’s identity card: God of mercy;
merciful God. For me, this really is
God’s identity” (The Name of God is
Mercy, 9).
Our Merciful Lord assists us to
deepen your faith as candidates and
catechumens, entering the Catholic
faith, as we all deepen our knowledge
and love and service to our God.
Pope Francis relates a conversation,
explaining in detail this Merciful God to
a man who was struggling in his faith.
The Pope’s illustration is the woman
caught in adultery:
“Oh, Father, if you knew my life you
wouldn’t talk to me like that! I have
done some terrible things.”
This was Francis’ reply: “Even better!
Go to Jesus: He likes to hear about
these things. He forgets, he has a
special knack for forgetting. He forgets,
he kisses you, he embraces you, and
he says: ‘Neither do I condemn you.
Go, [and] from now on do not sin any
more.’ That is the only advice he gives.
If things haven’t changed in a month …
we go back to the Lord [referring to the
Sacrament of Reconciliation]. The Lord
never tires of forgiving: never! It is we
who tire of asking him for forgiveness.
We need to ask for the grace not to get
tired of asking for forgiveness, because
he never tires of forgiving” (p. xi).
Now that is a merciful God! We hear
this in our reading from St. Paul’s letter
to the Romans: “How much more did
the grace of God and the gracious gift
of the one man Jesus Christ overflow
for the many.” This grace, love, and
mercy overflows for you!

WHAT ABOUT US?

Continued on Page 5
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Courtesy of the

I

Twilight Zone...

had just tuned in to the start of a recent
presidential debate (after first donning my
Hazmat suit).
As the candidates offered their introductory statements, something really strange
happened. Their words began to swirl
around in my head, almost as if someone
had pressed a lever, creating a sort of
whirlpool of words, round and round and
round. I seemed to have suffered some sort
of cranial malfunction of the mental region
of my brain. How else can I explain what
happened next?
“Okay,” the moderator said as the camera
slowly swept across the line of candidates,
“next we have the young candidate from
California….” The camera panned until it
focused on to … on to ….
I froze, my glass of strawberry Ovaltine
inches from my mouth. It was him!
“This highway leads to the shadowy tip of
reality,” the man said matter-of-factly, gazing into the camera. “You’re on a through
route to the land of the different, the bizarre, the unexplainable.... Go as far as you
like on this road. Its limits are only those of
mind itself. Next stop ... The Twilight Zone.”
Rod Serling! It … it was so real! (And for
being dead for so long, he was really well
spoken!) The “different, the bizarre, the
unexplainable....” His honesty was quite
refreshing.
“Mr. Serling, we’re going to talk about
the threat of violence, whether originating
in North Korea, Russia, or the Middle East.
What would you do combat the growing
incidence of global violence?”
“The tools of conquest do not necessarily come with bombs and explosions and
fallout.”
“Could you elaborate on that?”
“There are weapons that are simply
thoughts, attitudes, prejudices to be found
only in the minds of men.”
Wow. Right out of “Monsters are due on
Maple Street,” Twilight Zone episode 22.
And it couldn’t have been more apropos for
today.
“Candidates, there have been ideas
bandied about regarding anything from the
blanket deportation of immigrants to the
refusal to allow Muslims past our borders.
Mr. Klaatu?”
Mr. Klaatu?! It ... it was the guy from “The
Day the Earth Stood Still”! One of my favorite movies! Where did he come from? Not
that I’m complaining!
“I am fearful when I see people substituting fear for reason,” he said. He was dressed
in that same silver jumpsuit he wore when
he first stepped out of the space ship. So
cool. I’d look awesome wearing one of those
to work.
“Mr. Serling? Anything to add?”
“For the record, prejudices can kill, and
suspicion can destroy, and the thoughtless,
frightened search for a scapegoat has a fallout all of its own; for the children, and the
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Alexander Men 1935-1990

B

By Dave Myers
Editor

children yet unborn.”
I gulped down a slug of Ovaltine. I set the
glass on the counter, thinking about what
he’d just said. When our neighbors become
monsters born only of our imagination,
that’s when we’re in deep doodoo.
The moderator moved on to another
candidate, who began to deride a fellow
candidate for daring to suggest a pathway to
citizenship for undocumented immigrants.
It was when a candidate went so far as to
suggest the United States register all Muslims, that Serling interrupted:
“All the Dachaus must remain standing.”
Huh? Did he just say that the German
death camp, Dachau, should be kept standing? The other candidates stood like statues,
their mouths agape.
“The Dachaus, the Belsens, the Buchenwalds, the Auschwitzes--all of them. They
must remain standing because they are
a monument to a moment in time when
some men decided to turn the earth into a
graveyard, into it they shoveled all of their
reason, their logic, their knowledge, but
worst of all their conscience. And the moment we forget this, the moment we cease
to be haunted by its remembrance, then we
become the grave diggers.”
To think these words came from an early
1960s science fiction television series.
“Candidates, what do you propose be
done to alter the tragic course you seem to
agree that we, as a world, are on?”
What happened next is kind of hard to
describe. The next candidate who appeared
was the control voice from the Outer Limits. Strange, yes, but not so strange that it
didn’t fit right in with the presidential race,
where strange is the new normal.
“It is said that if you move a single pebble
on the beach, you set up a different pattern,
and everything in the world is changed,”
the Control Voice said. “It can also be said
that love can change the future, if it is deep
enough, true enough, and selfless enough.
It can prevent a war, prohibit a plague, keep
the whole world... whole.”
Wow. That Control Voice would be an
awesome president. President Control
Voice.
My mind was starting to clear. The words
no longer swirled aimlessly, but instead held
fast.
“And now for the candidates’ closing
statements. Mr. Serling?”
“No moral, no message, no prophetic
tract: Just a simple statement of fact. For
civilization to survive, the human race has to
remain civilized.”
Bishop John B. Brungardt...President
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull   1971-1974
Margaret Klenke   1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2001

orn in Moscow of Jewish parents, Alexander
Men and his mother were baptized in the
banned Catacomb Church, a branch of the Russian
Orthodox church which refused to cooperate with
the Soviet authorities. In 1958, he was expelled
from college because of his religious beliefs. Men
was ordained as an Orthodox priest in 1960 and
spent most of his career in obscure parishes. Like
all priests in the time of Stalin, Men lived under the
threat of persecution, but he managed to create his
arena of operation near Moscow.
One of his aims was to establish small Christian
communities devoted to prayer and Bible study.
Holy Ones of
Men’s influence was felt among Roman Catholics,
Our Time
Protestants, and the Orthodox. He became known
as “the priest of the intellectuals” and friend to disBy Sister Irene
sidents. The KBG picked him up regularly for quesHartman, OP
tioning, and yet he refused opportunities to leave
the country. Beginning in the late 1980s, he began
using mass media to spread Christ’s message. By day and by night, he taught
and lectured to packed lecture halls. He founded the Russian Orthodox Bible
Study in 1990 and the Open Orthodox University the same year.
Because of Men’s efforts to educate the Russian people in the basics of the
Orthodox faith, he came to be named as a modern day apostle to the Soviet
people who had lived 70 years under Communist athiestic rule. Under Gorbachev, Men was able to publish his spiritual writings and lecture publicly.
But not everyone welcomed this era of openness. On Sept. 9, 1990, while
on his way to church, he was
struck on the head with an ax.
He died instantly.
Men’s assailant was never
found or brought to justice.
After his death, his writings are
still seen by some as filled with
strong tenderness toward ecumenism. Men has many strong
supporters; some argue for his
canonization. His lectures are
broadcast over Russian radio
and his books are published
widely. Before Men’s death, he
had written to a friend: “Do not
be worried about me…. I am
only an instrument that God is
using for the moment. Afterwards things will be as God
wants them.”
Alexander Men
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A third grader asks...
‘Father, what inspired
you to become a priest?’

L

ast November, we had the By Father
Rene
Vocation Week CelebraLabrador
tion in our parish. I visited
Assistant
the Parish School of Religion
Director,
(PSR) kids and shared my
vocation story with them. Dur- Office of

Priestly
ing the question and answer part,
Vocations
a third grader asked me, “Father,
what inspired you to become a
priest? ” Wow! What a beautiful question from a third grader, I said.
Anyway, I suddenly recalled and shared the source of my inspiration in my decision to enter the seminary to undergo the priestly
formation. I told the young kids that the first inspiration I had was
the very faith of my parents. Their faithfulness to attend Mass every
Sunday despite the far distance from the church was truly amazing,
a real source of inspiration for me.
The second inspiration was the life and service of my very energetic, smart and people-oriented pastor. His lively celebration
of the Holy Mass, his amazing voice, his inspiring and eloquent
homilies were truly an inspiration for me. Every time I attended
the mass, I was always moved and felt inspired by his amazing
homilies. Also his apostolate and ministry to the different villages
visiting with people, and his love and concern for the poor truly
created a deep and beautiful impression in my mind and heart.
His spirit of joy serving the people really captured my heart. My
pastor truly inspired me in discerning the priesthood.
And finally, my late bishop of our diocese in the Philippines also
deeply inspired me in my discernment of the priesthood. His fatherly care and concern, his kindness and friendliness, his words
of encouragement and support created a profound impact in my
life and in my priestly formation. He was truly a father to me.
For all parents and faithful Christian families, parish families,
religion teachers, priests-pastors, we all could be a source of
inspiration to the young and single men and women in discerning the priesthood and consecrated life. Our life, our faith, our
joyful attitude and dedicated service, our words of encouragement and support and our prayers are important source of
inspirations to young and single men and women in our parish
family.
For the young and single men and women, if you feel that
you are inspired by the faith of your family, if you feel that you
are always inspired to coming to the Holy Mass,; if you are inspired by the joyful ministry of the priest or your pastor, if you
feel the extraordinary joy of serving the church, the youth,
and the community, perhaps God is calling you to a deeper
relationship with him; perhaps, God is calling you to serve
him in the priesthood and consecrated life. As Jesus said to
his first disciples, “do not be afraid,” so don’t be afraid. Be
brave! Ask the help of your pastor or other priests who may
be your friend and a source of inspiration to you.

Photo
of the

Week

During a visit
to Holy Family
School in Great
Bend, Father
Wesley Schawe,
Director of the
Office of Priestly
Vocations,
proved that
priests enjoy a
little recess, too.
Photo courtesy of
Holy Family School
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A new U.S. citizen

‘...Our heart is restless until it rests in you’
By Sister María Elena Martínez, MCMI
irst of all, I want to express my deepest
gratitude to the Father, gracious God, who
through my religious congregation, called me
to come to this country of opportunities. This
country has opened its doors to many migrant
brothers and sisters from all over the world.
My religious congregation, the Missionaries
of Charity of Mary Immaculate, has given me
the opportunity and the support to serve the
People of God in this country.
I arrived in the United States from San Luis
Potosi, Mexico, 16 years ago. The Diocese of
Dodge City welcomed me 13 years ago. I am
very grateful that, with the help of our gracious Father, I have served the People of God
in this diocese at St. Mary Church in Garden
City and presently at St. Alphonsus Church in
Satanta. Many kind persons have accompanied me in my ministries in both parishes.
After five months in the process of immigra-

F

tion, I received my U. S. citizenship on January
15, 2016. I am grateful to all the persons who
encouraged and supported me in applying
and obtaining this document. The difficult part
of this process is fulfilling the conditions of the
immigration laws and coming to make a decision and accept the process.
My continued prayer is that persons who
already have legal residence may have the
courage to fly higher. I hope that undocumented persons, especially those who have
been in this country for many years away
from their homeland, may soon find processes
easier to get their papers. That way we may
all take advantage of the opportunity to form
one society in all progressive aspects and thus
arrive at the final country which we all hope
for.
With St. Augustine we can say: “Lord, we
were made for you and our heart is restless
until it rests in you.”

Above, Sister María Elana stands next to the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe soon after receiving
her U.S. Citizenship. At right, Sister Elena stands next to another special woman, Lady Liberty.

‘The Name of God is Mercy’
From Page 3

We, also, are called to show mercy to others,
and to ourselves. A project for us during this Year
of Mercy: Choose a corporal or spiritual work of
mercy to do on a regular basis.
[At this point, the bishop asks children to help
pass out note cards listing examples of corporal
and spiritual works of mercy, in English and
Spanish.]
Example: Choose one work of mercy. How will
you do this work of mercy this week?
This project may be done as an individual,
a family, your RCIA class, your parish, your
neighborhood, at work, etc. Try one per day/
week/month.
Welcome to this gift of the God of Mercy to you,
as you continue your faith journey. Be assured of
my prayers for you, as your bishop, as you continue
toward the great celebration of the Easter Vigil.
Jesus will be with you, our Merciful Savior loves
you more than you can ask or imagine!
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All young adults ages 18-40 invited to attend the March 5

Southwest Kansas Young Adult Conference
rence
Be a
part
of the
first
ever
SKYAC!

What is it?

Where is it?

The conference is for young adults, ranging from age 18 to 40 living
anywhere in or near Southwest Kansas. Regardless of whether you
are in college, single, discerning, or married, there is something for
everyone at this conference. There will be fellowship, food, keynote
speakers, breakout sessions on relevant topics to each state of young
adults’ life, from keeping the faith strong in college to parenting to
discerning God’s call in our lives!

Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
3231 N. 14th St., Dodge City, Kansas

When is it?
March 5, 2016!

Check-in and breakfast will begin Saturday morning at 8 a.m. with
opening prayer at 9. Conference activities will conclude around 3:30
with adoration and/or confession following from 3:30 to 4:30 and
Mass at 5. There will be an optional dinner/social at Casey’s Cowtown
Restaurant following Mass for anyone who wishes to attend.

“May Mary, Mother of Guadalupe,
continue to visit you, continue to walk
on your lands, helping you to be
missionaries and witnesses of mercy
and reconciliation.”

How much does it cost?
There is a $20 fee, which includes conference registration, breakfast, and lunch. If you register by Feb. 29, you will also get a t-shirt!
Please register early for an accurate catering count! Childcare will
also be provided.

How do I register?
Contact Gentry Heimerman at the Diocesan Office of Young
Adult Ministry, 620-227-1550 or gheimerman@dcdiocese.org.
You will receive a brochure with registration form and registration for any childcare needed. You may also register online at
http://www.dcdiocese.org/young-adult-ministry

Year of Mercy Cathedral Pilgrimage
March 6, 2-5 p.m.: Young

Families

-- To the people of Juarez, Mexico

P

ope Francis has invited the faithful to celebrate this Extraordinary
Year of Mercy by making a pilgrimage
through the Holy Doors of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe on one
of these special days of pilgrimage.
While pilgrimages may take place
at any time throughout the year,
organized pilgrimages with special
themes have been organized by the
diocese.
From 2-5 p.m., March 6, will be the
first of these pilgrimages, which will
focus on young families:
Families with children 3 years old to
5th grade are invited to participate.
Participants are invited to lead their
families in a pilgrimage around the
Cathedral using the pilgrimage book
for young families found in the entry
way to the church. The pilgrimage
lasts approximately 30 minutes.
Light refreshments will be provided
at the end of the pilgrimage.
For more information, look in future editions of the Southwest Kansas
Catholic or contact the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe office (620225-4802 or info@dodgecitycathedral.com).
Future pilgrimages are as follows:

Divine Mercy Sunday —
Sunday, April 3, 3 p.m.
Singing of the Divine Mercy Chaplet
The Sick and the Elderly —
Sunday, June 12, 4 p.m.
Prayer Service with the Anointing of the
Sick; light meal to follow
Consecration to Jesus Through Mary
— Monday, August 15
• Attend the Feast of the Assumption Holy
Day Mass and participate in the Consecration to Jesus Through Mary.
• English Mass • Spanish Mass
• Learn more about Total Consecration to
Jesus Through Mary at:
www.33daystomorningglory.blogspot.com
Anyone Who has been
Touched by Suicide —
Sunday, September 11, 3 p.m.
Prayer and Remembrance Service
Those Who have Lost a Child — Sunday,
October 2, 3:30 p.m.
• For anyone who has lost a child of any
age (miscarriage, stillbirth, abortion, accident, war, disease,...)
• Prayer service and blessing (lead by
Bishop John Brungardt)
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Sisters
Cornelia Bock; virginia Brun-

gardt; (back) Frances Biernacki
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Mary Martin Weaver; (back)
Frances Biernacki; Clara ann
Fluech; alvina Miller
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Geraldine eakes, Petrona stock- eleanor Unrein; (back) Philo- Mary Conrad Miller; ancilla schawe;
emer; (back) Clara ann Fluech; mena Hrencher, Marie antoi- (back) Marie antoinette Klein;
alvina Miller; irene Hartman
Teresa Orozco
nette Klein

Consecrated Life gathering concludes year of celebration
By DaviD Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
he Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
would joke that it was because
of the intensity of his homily during
the World Day for Consecrated Life
celebration Feb. 13 that nobody at
Mass noticed the 5.1 earthquake
that rocked the area
Ironically, the earthquake, centered in northern Oklahoma, hit at
approximately the same moment
that Bishop Brungardt was telling
dozens of women religious, order
priests, and several third order lay
vocations, “’Go’ means it is time to
take action!”
What is typically an annual
event—the World Day for Consecrated Life—this year recognized
above, youth from Olmitz and Great Bend serve at the lunch reception. above, center, sistwo other events as well: the 800th ter Maria elana Martínez-sifuentes reads from scripture as Bishop John B. Brungardt looks
anniversary of the founding of the
on. at far right is guest speaker, sister Catherine Bertrand, ssND (see the article at right).
Dominican Sisters; and the conclusion of the Year of Consecrated Life,
which began in December, 2014 and
concluded Feb. 2, 2016.
he Catholic Diocese of Dodge City wishes
CSJ: Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
“Go on your way” (Luke 10:3)
to acknowledge and show its appreciation
MCDP: Missionary Catechists of Divine
“Jesus sends the 72 to preach
to members of 10 different religious orders
Providence
the Gospel to the nations,” Bishop
in the Diocese of Dodge City. Four orders of
MCMI: Missionaries of Charity of Mary
Brungardt said. “He sends disciples
men religious, and six orders of women reliImmaculate
‘ahead of him in pairs to every town
gious, each of which is identified by the letters
and place he intended to visit’ (vs
attached to their name. They are also known Men religious serving in the
1). GO! is not a passive word. GO!
as “consecrated.”
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City
doesn’t mean ‘mosey on, now,’ or
These orders are:
MSP: Missionaries of St. Paul
‘when you get around to it.’ GO!
Women Religious serving in the
OSB: Order of St. Benedict
means it is time to take action, time
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City:
MSFS: Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales
to ‘get with it,’ time to live out our
OP: Dominican Sisters of Peace
O.Carm: Order of Our Lady of Mount
Catholic faith with our hands and
CFP: Mexican Passionist Sisters
Carmel, Carmelites
feet.
CSJ: Congregation of St. Joseph
Continued on Page 8
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In gratitude to all those serving the diocese

T

all those religious
in attendance at
the World Day for
Consecrated Life
Mass at the Dominican sisters of
Peace motherhouse
in Great Bend
posed for a group
photo. sisters
seated in the balcony (above those
shown at right), are
pictured at the top
of the page. The
day was a way to
oﬀer appreciation
to the many orders
that serve in the
diocese.
Photos by David Myers

By DaviD Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
fter a quick listing of some major
events of the past 12 months, it
became clear to every person gathered at the World Day for Consecrated Life celebration Feb. 13 that it’s
been a tough
year.
At the
Dominican
Sisters of Peace
motherhouse
in Great Bend,
Sister Catherine Bertrand,
SSND, the guest
speaker at the
concluding
celebration
of what Pope
Francis deemed a “Year for Consecrated Life,” said that the year has
been anything but easy. Murders, a
venomous presidential race, strange
laws slipping through legislation, the
rise of ISIS….
“What is there to celebrate?” she
asked. “What inspires us to keep
hope alive? What touches that
deepest place within us where God’s
spirit most desires to dwell?”
Sister Catherine spoke to dozens
of Religious following a Mass and
luncheon at the celebration for the
World Day for Consecrated Life.
For the Religious gathered, the
answer in keeping their hope alive
came in a long-ago “yes”.
Continued on Page 8
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Room still available on upcoming pilgrimages to Italy
Father Prakash Kola to lead pilgrimage May 7-15; Father Meinrad Miller pilgrimage May 16-25

T

here is still room available for
the May 7-15 pilgrimage to
Rome.
Father Prakash Rao Kola,
pastor of St. Joseph Parish in
Ashland, will lead the trip to
Rome, Assisi, Tuscany, Florence
and Venice, May 7-15, 2016.
Individuals can register for the
trip by going to proximotravel.
com or calling 1-855-842-8001
and asking to sign up by mentioning Father Kola’s name.
Or, you can contact Father Kola at kolaprakash01@gmail.
com, (620) 635-2338.
Proximo Travel is searching for priests who may be
interested in leading tours to sites across Europe and the
Middle East. If you are interested in leading a tour group,
contact Tony Frasco at tonyfrasco@proximotravel.com.

F

ather Meinrad Miller, the superior at St.
Benedict Abbey in Atchinson, will lead a
pilgrimage to Italy from May 16-25, 2016.
He will visit Rome, Monte Cassino,
Subiaco, Norcia, Assisi, Orvieto, Florence,
and Milan.
Father Miller, who was reared in Leoti,
said that the movie “Forrest Gump” came
out about the time he was ordained — and
in some ways, he relates to Gump.
“(Forrest) was always in the right place at
the right time,” Miller said. “Life never turns
out the way we imagined it.”
But, he added, “Christ remains constant,
and every day I have to encounter him again…(Christ’s) call to me is fresh every day. No
two days are the same.”
For more information or to register, go to Proximotravel.com or call 1-855-842-8001.
Part of this article came from Therese Aaker, features editor for the “Circuit.”

“(Christ’s)
call to me
is fresh
every day.
No two
days are
the same.”

‘What inspires us to keep hope alive?’
From Page 7
“God is not out for us to be miserable,”
Sister Catherine said. “He wants our
greatest Good. God is a God of multiple
choices who could never be so small as
to allow each of us only one choice in
how we live out God’s call. So, we gather
here as people who have responded in a
variety of ways.”
In contending with the challenges of a
changing world, she asked those gathered to remember the desire of their
younger heart, and ask themselves if that
desire is still alive.

“Has it faded, or has it grown stronger,
deeper, broader? … Are we in a place
and space which finds us believing more
passionately, living more deeply, trusting more completely, that the good work
begun in us is little by little being brought
to completion?”
The challenges are many. There is the
cultural preoccupation with youth and
beauty, which makes it difficult to think
about the long haul, trusting that God is
working in us and among us. There are
vast chasms of political differences: “How
do we talk with someone who feels 180

degrees different than us politically?
It would help immensely if we slowed
down and thought for a minute before
we say what’s on our tongue.”
And there is the challenge of growing
older.
“We spend the second half of life trying to let go of all what we acquired in
the first half,” Sister Catherine said. “And
believe me, everything I’ve had to let go
of has claw marks on it.
“Sisters, we are about mission until
we are dead and buried. What does that
mean when your body doesn’t work any-

more? Maybe your mind?
“The story of religious life today is of
transformation, not diminishment.
“Can we believe we still have it within
us to wake up the world? In order to
make it happen, we first have to wake up
ourselves.”
What touches that deepest place within
us where God’s spirit most desires to
dwell? How do we keep that hope alive?
In answer, Sister Catherine quoted
from the song that concluded the morning Mass, “Go! Go and make a difference
in the world!”

Consecrated Life gathering concludes year of celebration
From Page 7
“… How do we Go, Proclaim the Good
News of Jesus with Great Joy (Mk 10, Lk
2)?”
Sister Mary Jo Knittel, OP, spent 24
years serving in the heart of New York
City before she was transferred to the
West Coast.
“I absolutely loved Seattle,” she said
during a luncheon reception after Mass.
“I got tired of the noise in New York.
Seattle was always green—all year.”
Like Bishop Brungardt, Sister Mary Jo
served as a physics teacher, and also as a
drama coach. She came to Kansas a yearand-a-half ago. While Kansas doesn’t
hold the same attraction as the green
landscape of Seattle, she admitted that
she has finally begun to understand what
the Sisters mean when they boast of the
“wide-opened spaces.”
“I like everything,” she said, “the community, the opportunity to pray together,
the opportunity to go to different places
all over the world (like other orders, the
Dominican Sisters have ministries at several locations across the globe).”
At the preceding Mass, Bishop Brungardt quoted from Pope Francis’ homily
officially closing the Year of Consecrated
Life a few weeks earlier.
“Consecrated men and women are
called, first of all, to be men and women
of encounter,” the bishop said, quoting
Pope Francis. “Vocation, indeed, is not
the result of a project of our own, but

rather the grace of the Lord who reaches
out to us, through a life-changing encounter. Those who encounter Jesus cannot stay the same as they were before.”
The Holy Father said that those who
have this encounter become witnesses
and make encounter possible for others.
“We are blessed,” Bishop Brungardt
said, “to be here at the motherhouse of
the Dominican Sisters of Peace. Thank you,
Sisters, for hosting us today. … The ‘Dominican tradition tells us that Dominic one day
heard from Saint Peter and Saint Paul: “Go
and preach, for God has chosen you for this
ministry.”’ (Brother Bruno Cadoré)
“Yes, the founding of the Dominicans
was this very call to GO!, to encounter
the Lord, to preach the Good News of
Jesus,” the bishop said. “This encounter
for the Dominican Sisters of Peace means
to ‘preach through teaching, health care,
ministry in parishes and spirituality centers, ecology centers and working with
immigrants and refutes … in 26 states
and three other countries. (Dominican
Sisters of Peace newsletter)
“We start with this encounter with
Jesus. Then we are called to encounter
others in love.”
For many years, Sister Eleanor Unrein,
OP, served as a “baby nurse,” caring for
newborns as they took those first struggling gasps of life in a new world. At the
lunch following Mass (which included
chicken, rice and carrot cake served by
youth from Great Bend and Olmitz), she
explained that she served in many loca-

Photos by
at left is sister Mary Jo Knittel, OP (top) and
David Myers
sister eleanor Unrein, OP. Father Maurice Cummings, O. Carm. reads from scripture during the
Mass celebrating the World Day for Consecrated Life. at his right is Bishop John Brungardt.

tions across the region, including Cañon
City, Colorado, before a heart attack
forced her to rethink her options.
“When I had to quit, it was so hard,”
she said. “It’s so hard to sit here when
you’ve been so active. Every place I’ve
been to I’ve really enjoyed.”
Would she encourage other girls and
women to consider the religious life?
“Very much so! I really liked my whole
life.”
Assisting at the Mass for the World
Day of Consecrated Life were Father Ted
Stoecklein, Father Warren Stecklein, Father

Anselm Eke, MSP, Father Maurice Cummings, O. Carm., and Father Prakash Rao
Kola, MSFS. (Father Prakash had just arrived from India that same morning.)
Concluding his homily, Bishop Brungardt said, “Thank you, religious, for your
many years of encounter, invitation,
and accompaniment in our lives. We
are grateful for your many spiritual and
pastoral gifts to us. Let us Go in peace, as
Jesus loves you more than you can ask or
imagine!”
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Pope Francis’ at the
US-Mexico border
From Page 1
Pope Francis traveled to Ciudad Juarez,
the Mexican city which borders El Paso, Texas, to celebrate Mass during the final day
of his Feb. 12-17 visit to Mexico. Hundreds
of thousands of people attended the Mass,
which included faithful from both sides of
the border.
At this place, along with many other
border cities between the neighboring
countries where thousands of Mexicans and
Central Americans try to enter the United
States, the story of the Ninevites’ conversion “echoes forcefully among us today”
and invites us to conversion, Pope Francis
said.
“In this Year of Mercy, with you here,
I beg for God’s mercy; with you I wish to
plead for the gift of tears, the gift of conversion,” he said.
“To weep over injustice, to cry over corruption, to cry over oppression,” the Pope
said. “They are tears that can sensitize
our gaze and our attitude hardened and

Quest Ret�eat
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Scouts presented awards at 37th annual

Three scouts received the Pope Pius Xii religious emblem. The recipients, from left, are: Tristan siefred of st. Theresa Parish, Dighton;
Jacob Griffin, st. Dominic, Garden City, and Colton Farra, Cathedral parish, Dodge City. The Pope Pius program reflects the ideal of a youth’s
growing concern with the world of God as well as the human world. it
recognizes the need for Catholic lay leadership in the church and community aﬀairs and of scouting’s potential in developing such leadership.
The program helps form young adults in Christ with a desire for serious
commitments to action and geared to their role as Christians.

T

especially dormant in the face of another’s
suffering. They are the tears that can break
us, capable of opening us to conversion.”
So often the humanitarian crisis of forced
migration is measured with numbers and
statistics, but in order to open our hearts to
conversion, the Holy Father said, “we want
to instead measure with names, stories,
families.”
This journey, filled with “legal vacuums,”
always “ensnares” and “destroys the poorest.”
The young are especially vulnerable in
the flight of forced migration, he said calling
them “cannon fodder” who are “persecuted
and threatened when they try to flee the
spiral of violence and the hell of drugs.”
He praised civil and religious organizations dedicated to “accompanying migrants” and “defending life” calling them
“signs lighting the way and announcing
salvation” just as Jonah did.
“By their very lives they are prophets
of mercy; they are the beating heart and
the accompanying feet of the Church that
opens its arms and sustains,” Pope Francis
said.
He closed urging those present to ask for
God’s mercy and grace, saying that it’s not
too late for conversion.
“This time for conversion, this time for
salvation, is the time for mercy,” he said.
“And so, let us say together in response
to the suffering on so many faces: In your
compassion and mercy, Lord, have pity on
us ... cleanse us from our sins and create in
us a pure heart, a new spirit.”

February 28, 2016

he 37th annual Quest weekend was held on the campus of Dodge City Community College Feb. 12-14. The
theme was “Medicine of Mercy,” was chosen to coincide
with the Year of Mercy designated by Pope Francis.
Father James Baker, retired priest and former chaplain
for the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting, presided
at the closing Mass and awards ceremony in the Little
Theatre on the DCCC campus.
Seven Girl Scouts, 15 Boy Scouts and seven adult leaders
participated in the activities and worked toward earning
religious emblems.
Guest speakers were Father Rene Labrador, Diocesan
Assistant Vocations Director and Gentry Heimerman, Diocesan Director of Young Adult Ministry.
Father Rene spoke on “Sharing the Gifts of Mercy.” “Be
merciful as your heavenly Father is merciful. This is our calling; this must be our way of life. We must be the reflection
of God’s mercy to the world around us. Mercy is a matter
of the heart. It reveals our character as a person and as a
Christian. But mercy is not mercy unless it is shared. It is

Jordan Trombley of the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish received
the Marian Medal. The Marian Medal program is designed to enable young women
to “proclaim the greatness of the Lord.”
it features active involvement in understanding Mary as a model of openness and
spirituality – a woman in the Church.

Maegen seifreid of st. Theresa Parish,
Dighton, received the spirit alive award.
This program is designed to enable young
women to understand that the Holy spirit
plays a big role in living out their faith
daily, and that it is through the Holy spirit
that their faith comes alive in witnessing
to others.
Photos by Tim Wenzl

love put into action. Just like the “Good Samaritan.”
Heimerman’s workshop entitled “Quit Being So Nice”
and the focus of his presentation was, ironically enough,
the Spiritual Works of Mercy. He explained that society
celebrates a certain type of “niceness” that champions
acquiescence from all moral discussion. The infamous command, “Don’t you judge me” scares us into keeping silent on
serious matters. Mercy, on the other hand, calls us to make
astute assessments (otherwise known as right judgments)
and to act accordingly, and always with Charity.
“When a friend is abusing drugs or alcohol, the ‘nice’
thing to do is of course to keep your opinions to yourself,
and let them go on doing whatever they feel like. Besides,
who are you to judge? Instead the merciful person, as
exemplified by Christ in the Gospels, forgives their friend,
offers real help for sake of their health, and charitably
encourages them to ‘go and sin no more.’”
During sessions throughout the weekend, the scouts
worked on either starting or completing work toward
religious emblems.

Three scouts received the ad altare Dei religious emblem. The recipients, from left, are: ethan Fischer and evan Hopkins, st. Dominic
Parish, Garden City, and Cody Farra, Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City. This program is designed to equip Boy scouts
in seventh grade through high school to take their place as maturing
Catholics. The scout lives and applies the things he believes to his
daily life and gains a deeper understanding of what it means to be a
follower and disciple of Christ. The scout discovers that through the
sacraments, he first becomes a maturing disciple of Christ.
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Otro Camino
H

+ Obispo
Ronald M.
Gilmore
Obispo
Emeritus
de Dodge City

erido en la Guerra, sin poder
estar de pie, confinado a
una cama, Ignacio de Loyola no
tenía más que tiempo en sus
manos durante su larga convalecencia en 1521.
Él lleno este tiempo con
lectura y con pensamientos de
propósitos para el futuro (los
únicos libros disponibles eran la
vida de Cristo, y las vidas de los
Santos).
Podía pasar largas horas
pensando sobre sus sueños y
proyectos para el resto de su
vida. Guerras, hazañas de ar-

mas, defensa de su país, servicio
caballeroso de los hombres y
mujeres de su país, todo esto lo
ocupaba cuando con placer se lo
imaginaba.
También podía pasar largas
horas pensando sobre lo que
había estado leyendo. La vida
de Cristo y como se les apareció a sus primeros seguidores,
el ejemplo de los Santos, esto
también lo ocupaban cuando con
placer empezaba a soñar con
ellos.
Se movía de su proyecto mundano a su proyecto religioso, y

de regreso para atrás. Los dos lo
hacían feliz cuando pensaba en
ellos. Pero después entraron sus
emociones. Y se dio cuenta que
el primero lo dejaba triste e inconforme, y el segundo lo dejaba
feliz y conforme.
Concluyo que si pensamientos
de su proyecto mundano le causaban placer pero que con frecuencia se convertían en tristeza, esto no podría tener el toque
de la acción de Dios, pero la de
un espíritu malo. Y si el otro
proyecto (sagrado) le causaba un
placer que con frecuencia per-

duraba, entonces este si tenía el
toque de Dios trabajando dentro
de su corazón.
Esta experiencia dio paso a
todo lo que el sabia sobre el
Discernir de los Espíritus. Lo
que Agustin había hecho para el
problema del mal, lo que Teresa
de Ávila y Juan de la Cruz habían
hecho para la experiencia de la
oración, Ignacio hizo para el arte
del discernimiento. El Místico
de los Humores y de Pensamientos fue una gran bendición para
la Iglesia.

Rito de Elección y Llamado a la Conversión Continua 2016
Anda con Jesús: a él le gusta oir esas cosas. A él se
le olvida, tiene una tendencia especial de olvidar. Se
le olvida, él te besa, él te abraza y te dice: ‘Tampoco
yo te condeno. Vete y en adelante no vuelvas a
pecar.’” Fue el único consejo que dio. Si las cosas no
cambian en un mes ... vuelve al Señor [hablando del
Sacramento de la Reconciliación]. El Señor nunca
se cansa de perdonar: ¡nunca! Somos nosotros los
que nos cansamos de pedirle perdón. Necesitamos
pedir por la gracia de no cansarnos de pedir perdón,
porque él nunca se cansa de perdonar” (p. xi).
¡Ahora ese es un Dios misericordioso!
Escuchamos esto en nuestra lectura de la carta
del apóstol san Pablo a los Romanos: “la gracia de
Dios se multiplica más todavía cuando este don
gratuito pasa de un solo hombre, Jesucristo, a
toda una muchedumbre.”
¡Esta gracia, amor y misericordia abunda para
ustedes!

Uno de los eventos con más significado
durante el año litúrgico, el Rito de Elección y
Llamado a la Conversión Continua es el momento oficial en que los candidatos (Católicos
bautizados o bautizados en otra denominación
Cristiana que buscan la confirmación y la Eucaristía) y los catecúmenos (personas que no están bautizadas y que buscan el bautizo, confirmación y la Eucaristía) declaran su compromiso
a entrar completamente a la Iglesia Católica en
la vigilia Pascual. Sigue la homilía completa del
Obispo Juan B. Brungardt.
Pueden encontrar más fotos en la Pagina 3 o
en la página dcdiocese.org/register.
Por Obispo John B. Brungardt
es damos la bienvenida, nuestros
catecúmenos a nuestro Rito de Elección,
y nuestros candidatos a nuestro Llamado a
la Conversión Continua. También damos la
bienvenida a los espónsores, catequistas,
miembros de la familia, amistades, sacerdotes,
diáconos, religiosas y los ministros litúrgicos que
prepararon y ayudaron con esta liturgia. Esta es
una verdadera celebración de nuestras cuarenta
y ocho (48) parroquias en los veintiocho (28)
condados en el Suroeste de Kansas. ¡Yo, como
su obispo de la Diócesis Católica de Dodge City,
les doy la bienvenida a todos ustedes!

L

Y nosotros, ¿qué?

Año de la Misericordia

Sí, Jesús mismo fue tentado por el diablo;
tentado por cosas materiales, por no confiar
Un candidato sumerge sus dedos en la pila bautismal durante el
en Dios y por hacernos dioses nosotros mismos Llamado a la Continua Conversión.
(Mateo). Jesús concluyó las tentaciones con
“Adorarás al Señor, tu Dios, y a él sólo servirás” Misericordia, 9).
Nuestro Señor Misericordioso nos ayuda a profundizar su fe como
(Mateo; también en Deuteronomio).
candidatos y catecúmenos, entrando en la fe católica, mientras
¿Exactamente quién es este Señor que
debemos adorar y servir? El Papa Francisco dice todos nosotros profundizamos nuestro conocimiento y amor y
servicio a nuestro Dios. El Papa Francisco habla de una conversación,
que el Nombre de Dios es Misericordia (el título
explicando en detalle este Dios Misericordioso a un hombre que
de su nuevo libro) “la misericordia es la tarjeta
estaba batallando con su fe. Usó la historia de la mujer adúltera:
de identidad de Dios: Dios de la misericordia;
“¡O, Padre, si conociera mi vida no me hablara de esa manera! He
Dios misericordioso. Para mí, esto es realmente
hecho terribles cosas.” Esta fue la respuesta de Francisco: “¡Mejor!
la identidad de Dios” (El Nombre de Dios es

Sesiones de conscientización
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones
de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register
y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.

Dodge City –Spanish
Sunday, March 6, 2016; 4 – 7 p.m.
Cathedral Our Lady Of Guadalupe
-St. Augustine Room
3231 N. 14th Avenue, Dodge City
Contact Person: Maria Antonia Cruz (620) 225-4802;
PGC Facilitator: Norma Alvarez (620) 227-3443

Nosotros, también, somos llamados a mostrar
misericordia a los demás y a nosotros mismos. Un
proyecto para nosotros durante este Año de la
Misericordia es escoger una obra de misericordia
corporal o espiritual que podemos hacer por lo
regular.
NIÑOS y NIÑAS: por favor ayúdenme a repartir
estas tarjetas (inglés y español)
Ejemplo: Escojan una obra de misericordia.
¿Cómo van a hacer esta obra de misericordia esta
semana?
Este proyecto se puede hacer como individuos,
familia, su clase de RICA, su parroquia, su
vecindad, en el trabajo, etc. Traten de hacer una
obra por día/semana/mes.
Bienvenidos a este regalo del Dios de la
Misericordia para ustedes, mientras continúan
su jornada de fe. Estén seguros de mis oraciones
por ustedes, como su obispo, mientras continúan
hacia la gran celebración de la Vigilia Pascual.
¡Jesús estará con ustedes, nuestro Salvador
Misericordioso los ama más de lo que puedan
pedir o imaginar!

Línea especial para
víctimas de abuso sexual		
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha
sido víctima de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o
cualquier empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City,
por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp,
Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o
(620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@
starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a Social Relief Services,
1-800-922-4453.
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‘La Espera no tiene precio’

P

rimeramente quiero expresar mi
profunda gratitud al Padre, buen
Dios, que a través de mi congregación
religiosa, me llamó para venir a este
país de oportunidades. Este país nos
ha abierto sus puertas a tantos hermanos y hermanas migrantes de todo
el mundo. Mi congregación religiosa,
las Misioneras de la Caridad de María
Inmaculada, me ha dado la oportunidad y el apoyo de servir al pueblo de
Dios en este país.
Yo llegué a los Estados Unidos de
San Luis Potosí, México, hace 16 años.
La Diócesis de Dodge City me acogió
hace 13 años. Estoy muy agradecida
que, con el favor de nuestro Padre
bondadoso, he servido al Pueblo de
Dios en esta diócesis en la Parroquia
de Santa María en Garden City y
ahora en la Parroquia de San Alfonso
en Satanta. Muchas buenas personas
me han acompañado en mis ministerios en estas dos parroquias.
Después de cinco meses en el proceso de inmigración, yo recibí mi ciu-

dadanía estaunidense el 15 de enero
de 2016. Agradezco a todas las personas que me animaron y me apoyaron
para que yo aplicara y obtuviera este
documento. Lo difícil de este proceso
es cumplir las condiciones de lo que
pide la ley de migración y tener la
decisión para hacerlo y aceptar el
proceso.
Mi continua oración es que las
personas que ya tienen la residencia
legal tengan el valor de volar más
alto. Espero que a las personas que
no tienen documentos, sobretodo
que los llevan ya muchos años lejos
de su patria, pronto se les faciliten los
procesos para que puedan arreglar
sus papeles. De esa manera todos
podremos aprovechar la oportunidad
de formar una sociedad en todos los
aspectos progresivos y así llegar a la
patria definitiva que nos espera a todos. Con San Agustín podemos decir:
“Nos hiciste, Señor, para ti, y nuestro
corazón está inquieto, hasta que descanse en ti.”

5 aspectos de la visita del Papa Francisco que marcaron a México

C

iudad de México (ACI) - El Papa Francisco tuvo muchos gestos de cariño
hacia los mexicanos y también pronunció
varios mensajes contundentes. Presentamos cinco aspectos de la visita que han
marcado a este pueblo.

1.- el crecimiento de la fe

Mons. Enrique Sánchez, Obispo de la
ciudad fronteriza de Nuevo Laredo, en el
estado de Tamaulipas, ha sido testigo del
drama de los migrantes, de la violencia,
la prostitución y el narcotráfico. En su
opinión, la oración del Santo Padre por los
migrantes en Ciudad Juárez fue un momento “muy fuerte para la gente que ha
vivido esa situación, incluso para mí”.
#PapaenCDJ reza frente a cruz https://
t.co/YUWZ0S1pw1 pic.twitter.com/TwB6sNvMAb
— ACI Prensa (@aciprensa) febrero 17,
2016
“Aquí hay muchas comunidades pobres
y colonias y necesitamos llegar allá. La
gente espera que lleguemos y creo que es
un reto para nosotros…Yo espero motivar
a los sacerdotes de mi diócesis a ir a las
colonias con las armas del evangelio”, dijo
a ACI Prensa.
“Esta visita traerá una revitalización a la
Iglesia mexicana y se debe aprovechar este
momento para acercarse más a la gente”.

2.- “Tenemos que oír y hacer”

Mons. Jorge Alberto Cavazos, Obispo
Auxiliar de Monterrey y asesor de la
pastoral laboral, comentó a ACI Prensa
que el Papa utilizó “frases muy simples
pero bien profundas y por eso las entendimos fácilmente. Yo veo que han calado
muy bien en las personas, tal como me lo
dijeron algunos de los obreros, campesinos
y empresarios que asistieron al encuentro.
Tenemos que oír y hacer”.
Por su parte el P. José de Jesús Aguilar, subdirector de radio y televisión del
Arzobispado de México, manifestó que
“con esta visita hay que aprovechar todo
el eco que dejó. Aquellas palabras del Papa
cobran mucha fuerza y se convierten en

frases célebres”.
¡Queremos escucharle, nos gusta
escucharle! #PapaEnMich #PapaEnMex
https://t.co/NxdtBjzqnD pic.twitter.com/
EOoXtGAHna
— ACI Prensa (@aciprensa) febrero 16,
2016

3.- “Nunca podremos olvidar cómo
nos trató”

Sobre el impacto de la visita del Papa
Francisco a México, el P Aguilar dijo que
“nos sorprendió que un hombre de casi 80
años se haya conectado por una parte a
Dios que es su fuente de energía y por otro
parte a la experiencia de parejas, jóvenes,
niños, indígenas, presos etc., que le decían
‘por eso Dios te llamó para que fueras
pescador de hombres’.
También comentó que a la gente le impresionó el hecho de que el Papa se bajara
del papamóvil y se acercara: “él veía que se
caía un niño, se regresaba y se acercaba. Él
veía que una persona en silla de ruedas no
podía subir y se acercaba”.
Si trabajas con el #PapaFrancisco
debes estar preparado para esto y más
#PapaEnMex #PapaenCHPS https://t.co/
kbaSQYKGjM
— ACI Prensa (@aciprensa) febrero 15,
2016
“Este aspecto humano es el que la gente
espera no solamente del Papa sino también de nosotros mismos. Dice un dicho:
‘Podremos olvidar lo que alguien nos dijo
pero nunca podremos olvidar de cómo nos
trató’”.
Añadió que quizás al Papa se le podrían
olvidar las porras pero “él no va a olvidar
le tratamos los mexicanos y nosotros tampoco vamos a olvidar cómo nos trató él”.
Mexicanos despiden al #PapaEnMex
de la Nunciatura cantando “Cielito lindo”
https://t.co/MQNOuHDNiF
— ACI Prensa (@aciprensa) febrero 17,
2016

4.- “Un empleado no es una herramienta sino una persona”

Mons. Jorge Alberto Cavazos fue el encargado de reunir a las diversas áreas que
participaron en el encuentro del mundo
del trabajo con el Papa.
Este obispo contó que México es un
país de gente trabajadora y que tiene una
distinción de creatividad de para llevar
adelante muchas de sus capacidades.
En ese sentido comentó a ACI Prensa
que el mensaje del Santo Padre tuvo una
acogida positiva y que hay una buena voluntad por parte de sus receptores. Sobre
todo el llamado que les hizo al diálogo y a
la confrontación.
Con respecto a lo último, aclaró que
el Papa entiende la confrontación como
“estar frente a la persona pero no con una
intención de chocar sino para ponerse de
acuerdo”, explicó.
Por otro lado también comentó que este
encuentro también ha dejado la enseñanza
de la misericordia, sobre todo la que se
debe tener a hacia los demás.
“El que tiene una empresa tiene que
considerar que el empleado no es una
herramienta sino una persona y que tiene
derecho de hacer su vida. Hay que tener
una actitud de comprensión y valoración
del otro. El Papa es muy directo y siempre
quiere resaltar la dignidad de todas las
personas”, dijo Mons. Cavazos.
“Dios pedirá cuentas a los esclavistas de
nuestros días” #PapaEncDJ #PapaEnMex
https://t.co/7QQazCSDOW
— ACI Prensa (@aciprensa) febrero 17,
2016

5.- Hace años cuando Juan Pablo ii
visitó México…

El P. Aguilar explicó que el México al que
vino el Papa Francisco no es cómo al que
llegó San Juan Pablo II en 1979 y que desde
esa visita se ha creado una escuela de
“apertura hacia el Papa”.
“Cuando Juan Pablo II vino por primera vez a México no habían relaciones
diplomática entre nuestro país y el Vaticano. Incluso el Papa cometió un ‘delito’
porque en esa época no se podía usar

hábito en las calles y tuvo que pagar una
multa”.
El P. Aguilar también contó que no pudo
celebrarse una Misa masiva, como las que
presidió el Papa Francisco, ya que sólo
podían hacerse en un templo y que debido
a ley de entonces la televisión no transmitía las misas completas.
También te puede interesar:
Todos los discursos, homilías y mensajes
del Papa Francisco en México - via @aciprensa https://t.co/31OWjgOBGM
— ACI Prensa (@aciprensa) febrero 16,
2016

Jubileo de la
Misericordia
Día especial de
Peregrinación en la
catedral para
familias jóvenes
- Domingo, 6 de marzo de
2-5 pm
· Para las familias con niños de 3 años a 5to grado.
· En cualquier momento
entre las 2 y 5 pm, guie
a su familia en una peregrinación alrededor de la
Catedral utilizando nuestro
libro de peregrinación para
familias jóvenes. (Aproximadamente 30 minutos)
· Disfrute de refrescos al
final de su peregrinación.
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

TYLER MEYER, FICF

DAN REED, FICF

(785) 726-4899

(785) 472-2145 office
(785) 531-0135 cell

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and
Greensburg councils.

Ellinwood, Hoisington,
Olmitz, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

ACROSS
1 Number for the
last Leo
4 Eden fruit?
7 California diocese
named for Saint Joseph
(with “San”)
9 Commander of the
army who was made
king over Israel (1
Kings 16:16)
10 Animal of sacrifice
in the Old Testament
12 ___ pro nobis
13 OT historical book
14 One of Paul’s
epistles
17 “...your ___ and
your staff comfort me.”
(Ps 23:4)
18 Nazareth, to Jesus
21 Commandment
word
23 Laying on of ___
24 “___ Angelicus”
26 Breaks the eighth
commandment
29 The feast of St.
Polycarp is in this
month (abbr.)
30 ___ Union
33 Father of Joseph
(Lk 3:23)
35 OT prophetic book
37 French holy
woman (abbr.)
38 Donation to the
poor
40 ___ of David
41 “___ Dolorosa”
42 Holy ___
DOWN
2 “___ the vine...”

1

2

3

4

9

10

5

6

7

11

12
14

13

15

16

17
21

8

18

19

20

22
23
24

26

28

27
30

33

29
31

32

35

34
36

40

25

37

38

41

39

42
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

(Jn 15:5)
3 Patron saint of
farmers
5 Purloined fruit in
Augustine’s Confessions
6 “Take and ___;
this is my body.” (Mt
26:26)”
7 Religion of Jesus
8 Son of Adam
9 Symbol of Confirmation
10 Large crucifix
11 Liturgy
15 Nephew of Abra-

ham
16 Commandment
carrier, and others
19 Second son of
Judah
20 Son of Seth
21 Monk’s hood
22 Bad habit
23 Biblical instrument
24 Abbr. for two NT
epistles
25 Wife of King David
27 Land in which the
tower of Babel was
built

28 Doctrines
29 Moses’ was radiant
(Ex 34:35)
31 Donate a portion of
money to church
32 Samson killed a
thousand men with this
animal’s jawbone (Judg
15:16)
34 Direction from
Bethlehem to the Jordan
36 Abbreviation for
the Mother of God
39 Son of ___

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

DARIN REED, FICF

SHAUN LINENBERGER

Ransom Council

La Crosse, Olmitz Councils

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 259-2335 cell

(785) 301-2676 office
(785) 623-8716 cell

Check
out our
website!

TEASER THE FIRST:
Example: Common Firm
Their Rain = Come In
From The Rain
1. Easel Aid Ease Man
2. Echoed Uh Fifth Hicks
3. Egg Aim Much Egg
Curse
4. Egg Hull Art Eve He
5. Egg Know Rinses Bless

kofc
insurance
ks.com

GEORGE SPINELLI,
FICF, LUTCF, CLU

ADAM CEBULA

(785) 728-2147 office
(785) 871-1991

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 650-3404 cell

Goodland, Colby,
Plains, Dighton, Liberal,
Marienthal, Scott City,
Ulysses, Hugoton, Johnson,
Sharon Springs,
Lakin, Elkhart, Ingalls, SyraSt. Francis, Tribune and
cuse, Satanta. Larned, Belpre,
Garden City councils.
St. John, Seward, Ness City,
or more information on a
Great Bend, Spearville, Wright,
Fowler, Windthorst, Dodge
career with the Knights of
City, Jetmore, Kinsley, and
Columbus, contact George
Ashland councils.

F

Spinelli at (785) 726-4899.

st. sebastian’s soDuko

• • •

TEASER THE
SECOND:
The answer to the riddle is a pair of words
that rhyme with each
other. For example:
Large Feline would
be Fat Cat.
1. A house of worship
made from a white

barked tree
2. Cloth rod
3. Fowl lyric
4. Influenze indicator
5. Hide the burp
6. Moist lantern
7. Odd alteration
8. Nocturnal battle
9. Rectangular couple
10. Pig Utensil

TEASER THE THIRD:
There are three races of
people: Mikkos, who tell the
truth all the time, Kikkos,
who always tell lies, and
Zikkos, who tell alternate
false and true statements,
in which the order is not
known (i.e. true, false, true
or false, true, false). When
interviewing three Brainopians, a foreigner received
the following statements:
Person 1:
I am a Mikko.
Person 2:
I am a Kikko.
Person 3:
a. They are both lying.
b. I am a Zikko.
Can you help the very
confused foreigner determine who is who, assuming
each person represents a
different race?
(Left) To solve a Soduko,
fill in the table so that
the numbers from 1 to 9
will be in each column,
each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every
sudoku puzzle can have
only one correct solution.
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Priests on the Prairie
Msgr. Joseph Stremel – February 28, 1996

M

In 1945 he was appointed
superintendent of the
public school district at
Windthorst. He taught at
Windthorst High School
from 1945 to 1965. He was
pastor at Windthorst from
1946 to 1965.

sgr. Joseph Stremel was born June 12, 1918 at Loretto in
Rush County. He was ordained by Bishop Christian H.
Winkelmann for the Wichita diocese on May 27, 1944, at Sacred
Heart Convent Chapel in Wichita. He was a vocation from Mary
Help of Christians, Loretto.
His first assignment after ordination was assistant pastor at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Wichita. While he was assistant at Immaculate
Heart of Mary, Windthorst (1945-46), he also served as pastor at
St. George, Bucklin. In 1945 he was appointed superintendent of
the public school district at Windthorst. He taught at Windthorst
High School from 1945 to 1965. He was pastor at Windthorst
from 1946 to 1965.
He served as Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of
Dodge City from 1951 to 1972.
He was elevated to the rank of domestic prelate by Pope Paul VI
on Nov. 28, 1964.
Msgr. Stremel served in the following chaplain posts: St. Mary
of the Plains College, Dodge City (1965-68), where he also served
as head of the theology/philosophy department; Christian Leadership School, Great Bend (1969-70), and Central Kansas Medical
Center, Great Bend (1970-72).
In 1972, he was appointed pastor at St. Patrick, Great Bend.
He was appointed to his last pastorate at St. Nicholas, Kinsley, in
1980. Msgr. Stremel died Feb. 28, 1996, at the age of 77. Bishop
Stanley G. Schlarman celebrated the funeral at St. Patrick Church
in Great Bend. Burial was in Maple Grove Cemetery in Dodge
City.
He had three siblings who entered the religious life: Msgr. Alex
Stremel, Sister Loretta, ASC., and Sister Alexia, OP.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

105 Layton Street

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

“Criticism of others is thus an
oblique form of self-commendation.
We think we make the picture
hang straight on our wall by telling
our neighbors that all his pictures
are crooked.”

― Fulton J. Sheen

waddell.com

Member SIPC

Paula Mueting
Financial Advisor
2012 B First Ave
Dodge City, KS 67801
620-225-5903

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437

When you want to

Sell or Buy a Farm or Ranch
Call (316) 218-7481

Michael Beckerman
GOLDEN, INC. REALTORS

855-392-9333.

Cell: (316) 218-7481
Email: dirtdlr@yahoo.com
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Submit photos,
articles
Readers are valued contributors to this newspaper. Do
you have a photo or photos
from an event in your parish that you would like to
submit to the Catholic? Or
perhaps you would like to
write a feature story or column. To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines
ISSUE:
DEADLINE:
March 13
March 2
March 27 March 16
April 10
March 30
April 24
April 13
May 8
April 27
May 22
May 11
Dates are subject to
change.

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding
Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

Word Search
PROVERBS—THE WICKED

Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

O T Y N U

I

O G L

Y C G J S B B H R W S P S

I

P

N S E M X C H T G A T P T V E D
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ANSWERS

Largest
Selection of

Complete Family Vision Care

I

I

N A L T T H T N U N M X N

R Y B Z

I

H O G J

A V E E E A

I

T M T E D

I

D

U L L W H N X V E

C N S P S L S S J A C E N G C C
E E O N E T O T

Z S P G K X J E

T O A D

I

I

I

B R

N G R U

I

N

I

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month

R R W C W F X Q U A R R E L W T
E H E M

I

ACCEPT BRIBES
ARE BRAZEN
BRING DISGRACE
BRING RUIN
DEAL IN DECEIT

R C E S A E R C N

I

U

DELIGHT IN EVIL OPPRESS THE POOR
ENVY OTHERS
PERVERT JUSTICE
IGNORE THE LAW
QUARREL
INCREASE CRIME
SCHEME
LISTEN TO LIES
STEP INTO A SNARE

New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
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X I I I
A
S
O M R I
I
D
C O
L
R
C O V E
I
O
C
W
L I E S
H
H E L I
A
N
S
A
S T A R

A P P
E
R A M
O R A
L O S S
O D
S
T
H A N
A
R
I
Y P O S
M
B
S
V
M A T

T
I
T
H
E

R

L E
J
A
E
T
W
I
I A N S
R
H
K
D S
P A
F E B
A T I
C
G
E
A
I
L

1101 Williams

Distributors of

Compartir
Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

White Collar
Workers Needed

This space to let
To place an ad, call Tim Wenzl, (620) 227-1556,
or email twenzl@dcdiocese.org. The Catholic
prints more than 6,500 issues, which are distributed by subscription, and at parishes across southwest Kansas. Costs can be found at dcdiocese.
org/register/advertising-information.

Father Wesley Schawe • (620) 227-1533 • vocations@dcdiocese.org

FIRST:
1. He’s a Lady’s Man
2. A Code of Ethics
3. A Game of Checkers
4. A Color TV
5. Ignorance is Bliss
SECOND:
1. Birch Church
2. Towel Dowel
3. Bird Word
4. Flue Clue
5. Squelch Belch
6. Damp Lamp
7. Strange Change
8. Night Fight
9. Square Pair
10. Pork Fork
THIRD:
Person 1 is a Mikko.
Person 2 is a Zikko.
Person 3 is a Kikko.
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Bishop John’s calendar: Feb. 28-March 13
February 28-March 1: Pope St. John XXIII
National Seminary in Boston visit with Seminarian Mark Brantley
March 2: Confirmation at St. Stanislaus
Catholic Church in Ingalls at 7 p.m.
March 3: Confirmation at St. Patrick Church
in Plains at 7 p.m.
March 4-5: Year of Mercy “24 Hours for the
Lord” confessions at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Church in Dodge City
March 5: Confirmation at St. Ann Church in
Olmitz at 10 a.m.

March 6: Mass at Holy Trinity Church in Timken at 1:30 p.m. and special presentation on
Father Kapaun
March 9: Confirmation at Sacred Heart
Church in Pratt at 7 p.m.
March 10: Curia Day of Recollection
March 11-12: Conception Board of Regents
meeting
March 13: Lenten Penance Service at St. Ann
Church in Olmitz at 4 p.m.; Lenten Penance
Service at St. John the Evangelist Church in
Hoisington at 7 p.m.

Obituaries
Larry J. Burkhart, 68, of Dodge City, died
Feb. 8, 2016. He is survived by two daughters, Nikki Brooks and Dana Butler; two
stepsons, Shawn Benton and Keith Kubin;
four grandchildren; and several nieces and
nephews. Father Wesley Schawe presided.
Bonifacio “Bill” Meza, 81, formerly of
Ulysses, died Jan. 24, 2016. Mr. Meza
served in the United States Army from
1958-1959. He is survived by sons, Mike
and Brian; brothers, Manuel, Modesto and
Joe; sisters, Lupe Beohler, Vicki Lewis, Sally
Carson, Madeline Hernandez, Linda Zuniga,
and Mary Lou Garcia.
Marcella K. Bayer, 89, of St. Mary
Parish, Garden City, died Feb. 12, 2016.
She was a member of the Altar Society.
Survivors include sons Gilbert, Michael,
and Ted; nine grandchildren and 16
great-grandchildren. Father Charles Seiwert and Father James Baker presided.
Louise E. Williams, 95, of St. Dominic and
St. Mary parishes, Garden City, died Feb.
16, 2016. Williams graduated from Garden City High School in 1938. In 1943 she
graduated from Eastman School Of Music

in Rochester, New York. She returned to
Garden City and gave piano lessons and
played the organ in her churches. She
belonged to the St. Dominic Women’s
Prayer Group. Father Reginald A. Urban
presided.
	Elmer A. Richmeie, 85, of St. Dominic Parish, Garden City, died Feb. 19, 2016. From
1953 to 1955 he served in the U.S. Army and
was stationed in France. Survivors include his
wife, Kathryn; daughters Deann Crase, Sherri
Nichols, Rebecca Greenwood, Debbie Richmeier and Janet Knoll; son Terry Richmeier;
brothers Marvin, Francis and Gary; sister
Mary Richmeier; 14 grandchildren and 18
great-grandchildren. Father Reginald A. Urban
presided.
Catherine Cruz Lucero, 61, of St. Mary
Parish, Garden City, died . Feb. 19, 2016.
She is survived by her husband, George;
children Joe Fonseca, Tonya Strampher,
and Gabriel Cruz; brothers Chris Cruz and
Lucas Cruz; sisters Mary Ortiz, Victoria
Ngirachedeng, and Rosie Gomez; six grandchildren; and one great grandson. Father
Charles Seiwert presided.
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Diocesan-wide planning study
From Page 1
the upper right corner of the landing page. Then, click on the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City and enter the
password ”Dodge City”. The deadline
to complete the survey is March 13.
The schedule for the upcoming
Faith Forum for each regional area is
as follows:
Dodge City - Wednesday, March 2,
in the St. Cecilia Room at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 3231
N 14th St.
Garden City - Tuesday, March 8, in

the north half of the Parish Center, St.
Dominic Parish.
Great Bend - Wednesday, March
9, in the St. Patrick meeting room
behind the altar at Prince of Peace
Parish.
Liberal - Tuesday, March 1, in the
Parish Hall of the school building, St.
Anthony of Padua. The one-hour sessions in English will be held at 6 p.m.,
followed by the session in Spanish at
7 p.m.
Thank you for sharing your valuable
time and feedback.

Scripture Readings
	Sunday, Feb. 28; Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15/First Corinthians
10:1-6, 10-12/Luke 13:1-9
Tuesday, March 1
Daniel 3:25, 34-43/Matthew 18:21-35
Wednesday, March 2
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9/Matthew 5:17-19
Thursday, March 3
Jeremiah 7:23-28/Luke 11:14-23
Friday, March 4
Hosea 14:2-10/Mark 12:28-34
	Saturday, March 5
Hosea 6:1-6/Luke 18:9-14
Sunday, March 6; Fourth Sunday of
Lent
Joshua 5:9, 10-12/Second Corinthians
5:17-21/Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Monday, March 7; Saints Perpetua
and Felicity, martyrs
Isaiah 65:17-21/John 4:43-54
Tuesday, March 8
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12/John 5:1-3, 5-16
Wednesday, March 9
Isaiah 49:8-15/John 5:17-30
Thursday, March 10
Exodus 32:7-14/John 5:31-47
Friday, March 11
Wisdom 2:1, 12-22/John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
	Saturday, March 12
Jeremiah 11:18-20/John 7:40-53
Sunday, March 13; Fifth Sunday of
Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21/Philippians 3:8-14/John
8:1-11

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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Altar ‘boys’ reunite to remember former Mexican Village pastor

Father Hilary Hernandez
By TiM WeNzL
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ixty years and a day after his
death, four of the “boys” who
served Mass for Father Hilary
Hernendez reunited to honor him
at a Mass of Thanksgiving. Father
Hernandez, pastor of Our Lady of
Guadulape Church in Dodge City’s
Mexican Village, died Feb. 12,
1956.
Louis Sanchez, Issac Sanchez, Joe
Alvarez, and Tony Remigio were
named “honorary altar servers”
for the Mass celebrated by Father
Aneesh Parappanuattu at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Feb. 13.
Father Hernandez was born on
Feb. 11, 1881 in Pedroso, Salamanca, Spain. He was ordained on
Sept. 22, 1906. He served in the
Diocese of Salamanca until December of 1910 when he traveled to
Mexico to work as a missionary for
the Diocese of Monterey.
In 1914, during a period of open
persecution when priests were
being killed, Father Hernandez
escaped from Mexico with the help
of the U.S. consul. He traveled to
San Antonio, Texas, where he met
Bishop John J. Hennessy, who welcomed him to the Wichita diocese.

S

He was appointed chaplain at
St. Mary of the Plains Academy in
Dodge City. After the Academy was
destroyed by a tornado on May
10, 1942, Father Hernandez was
appointed chaplain at St. Anthony
Hospital.
During both chaplaincies he also
served as pastor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church in the Mexican
Village. He built the brick church
on Avenue J, north and outside the
railroad yard in 1950.
He retired from active ministry
in 1953 after serving as pastor of
Our Lady of Guadalupe parish for
39 years. Father Hernandez died
at the age of 75 after suffering a
severe heart attack. Bishop John
B. Franz celebrated the Pontifical
Requiem Mass at Sacred Heart Cathedral. Burial was in Maple Grove
Cemetery.
“Father Hernandez ... had the
polish of a Castilian nobleman. He
was a thorough gentleman and,
best of all, a genuine priest. He
was loved by Bishop and fellow
priests, by the Mexican people in
Dodge City, and by the Sisters of
St. Joseph whom he had served
as chaplain for almost two score
years.”
(Advance Register, Feb. 17, 1956)
Photo by Tim Wenzl

Honorary altar servers at the Mass for Father Hilary Hernandez include, seated, l-r, Louis sanchez, issac sanchez;
standing, Joe alvarez, and Tony remigio. at left, Father
Hernandez celebrates Mass in the Mexican village. Below is
Father Hernandez.
aT BOTTOM: Father Hilary
Hernandez, center, is pictured with residents of
the Mexican village
in Dodge City. This
photograph was
first printed in the
May 1915 issue of
Missionary Magazine published by
apostolic Mission
House, Washington,
D.C. it is reprinted
here courtesy of Paulist
Library, st. Paul College,
Washington, D.C.

