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THE
RECKLESS
MYSTERY
OF MERCY

The following is by Bishop James Conley of
Lincoln, Nebraska, reprinted from the southern Nebraska Register via Catholic News
Agency. Bishop John Brungardt’s column will
return in the next issue.

M

ercy may seem reckless to us at times.
Mercy trusts those who have proven
themselves untrustworthy, those who have
failed us. Mercy loves those who acted without love. Mercy hopes in those for whom it
seems all hope is lost.
Mercy seems reckless. It seems counterintuitive. Mercy seems, very often, like a
naïveté—like a choice only made by those
who do not understand the world.
Very often, we question the practice of
mercy. A wife forgives an unfaithful husband,
and her friends call her a fool. A man gives
money to those on the street, and his family
warns that the money will be spent on alcohol or drugs. If we befriend the weak, or the
elderly, or the unborn, or the disgraced, the
world believes we are wasting our time.
But God is merciful. God trusts us, even
when we have failed him. God hopes in us,
even when we disappoint. God loves us, with
love beyond measure, even when we do not
believe that we are worthy of his love.
God is not merciful because he is reckless.
God is merciful because we are his children.
God is merciful because we are made in his
image; in God’s sight, we are worthy of his
sacrificial love, for the sake of our redemption. God’s mercy is a mystery. But the mystery of God’s mercy gives us new life.
Our lives are often messy, complicated, and
disappointing. Very often, we have the sense
of being unloved. Our sins can leave us depressed and despondent: without a sense of
meaning, or purpose, or hope. Unhappiness,
rootlessness, and loneliness seem often to
be endemic to the human condition. But, as
Archbishop Charles Chaput so often reminds
us, mercy gives us “a new life in God’s friendship.”
There is nothing more profound than
receiving the mercy of God. And in his grace,
we can receive his mercy through the sacramental life of the Church. Pope Francis says
that the sacraments—especially the sacrament of confession—are the “bridge that
connects God and man, opening our hearts
to a hope of being loved forever despite our
sinfulness.”
St. Paul says that, at all times, “God is rich
in mercy, because of his great love.” In the
sacrament of confession, God reminds us
that his love has no conditions, no bounds,
Continued on Page 4
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‘To know Him is to love Him’

Young adults examine God’s place in their lives at

Southwest Kansas Young Adult Conference
By DAViD MYERs
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ishop John Brungardt’s longheld wish that the diocese
could better influence the lives
of an often unaccounted for segment of the Catholic population
culminated March 5 with the first
Southwest Kansas Young Adult
Conference (SKYAC).
“My hope was to have the image of a kayak floating in the sky
filled with young adults,” Gentry
Heimerman said to laughter,
referring to the acronym SKYAC.
Heimerman is the diocese director of young adult ministry, and
organizer of the event.
Those who attended the daylong event came away after having
been addressed not as teenagers,
nor as later-day adults already
having set deep roots, but as
people in the earlier chapters of
adulthood.
The several presentations
throughout the day became a
catalyst for conversation. At a
prayer session led by Heimerman,
small groups of young adults sat in
a circle on beanbag chairs and an
old couch. The moment was particularly moving, as they shared
how that Sunday’s scripture affected them and their lives on a
personal level.
Approximately 50 people attended the conference, including
several from outside the diocese.
The keynote speaker was Father
Wesley Schawe, who spoke of the
three key elements in listening
to God:
Know what God wants of me:
What is an obstacle to this? he
asked. “Inattentiveness. Am I really listening?”
Continued on Page 7
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Above: Lyza
Frasco was one of
several presenters at the first
southwest Kansas
Young adult Conference, March 5
at the Cathedral
of our Lady of
Guadalupe in
Dodge City. at
right, Gentry Heimerman, Diocese
Director of Young
adult Ministry,
speaks to the 50
participants.

Photos by David Myers

Page 2 March 13, 2016

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Another Way

W

hy did Jesus make so much
out of forgiving others?
Why did he make it a part of the
prayer he taught us ... forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive?
Why was it so important to him?
There are two simple reasons:
because that is what Jesus came
to do, and because that is what
Jesus was. St. Paul put it best:
while we were yet sinners, he
died for us because he loved us
(Rom 5: 8).
While we were yet turned

away from him, while we were
yet preferring our ways to his
ways, while we were yet angry
with him for this or that perceived hurt, while we were yet
wanting him out of our lives, it
was then that he loved us.
To love is to redeem. To love
is to set free. To love is to make
holy. That is what he came to
do because that is what he was.
He was, he is, Forgiveness.
Memory is our problem. We
do not want to forget the injus-

tice done to us, the wounding,
the humiliation. We refuse to
let it go. We find an unhealthy
pleasure in turning it over and
over in our minds. It is too good
at keeping these things, memory
is. Memory is our problem.
It holds the hurts and the
slights. It babies them and it
feeds them. And they grow up
to become deep and smoldering
resentments. That is why, when
we were preparing to celebrate
the new millennium, Pope John

Paul II called us to a purification
of memory.
To let go of the old hurts done
to us, and the old hurts we have
done others, that is what he was
after. To pick up the invisible
box that is our memory, and
to hold it up to the light, and
to shake out any resentments
hidden in its cracks and corners,
that is Purification.
And Purification is possible
because Christ is Forgiveness.

Bishop Emeritus
ronald M. Gilmore

Sister, nurse, educator and author dies
Rose Therese
Bahr, ACS

S

ister Rose Therese Bahr, an Adorer of the
Blood of Christ for 65 years, died Thursday, Feb. 18, 2016. She was 85.
She was born March 1, 1930 in Great
Bend, one of five children and the first
daughter of Frank William and Mary Victoria
(Schneider) Bahr. She was baptized Mildred,
and attended St. Ann Elementary and High
School in Olmitz.
Education was so important to the Bahrs
that they rented a house across from school
so their children, cousins and neighbors
wouldn’t miss school in severe weather.
Mildred’s mother took her turn staying in
town to care for the children.
After high school, she accepted the
invitation of her chemistry teacher, Sister
Gertrude Bauman, to consider becoming
an Adorer. In August 1948, she entered the
Adorers in Wichita. Sister Rose Therese professed her first vows on July 1, 1950 and her
final vows on July 1, 1955.

She taught the first and second grades
at St. Joseph’s School in Ellinwood before
beginning her education in nursing. She
earned her nursing diploma in 1954. Her
first assignment was St. Francis Hospital in
Carlsbad, N.M.
She later earned a bachelor’s degree in
nursing and a master’s degree in nursing
education administration, both at The Catholic University of America in Washington,
D.C., and a doctorate in higher education
at Saint Louis University. She was academic
dean and professor at Newman University
and professor at the School of Nursing at
the University of Kansas and at The Catholic
University of America.
During her academic career, she established a master’s degree in gerontological
nursing and wrote books including “Aging:
A Holistic Perspective,” published articles in
professional nursing magazines and presented workshops, conferences and institutes.

Pilgrimage to Italy

Father Prakash Kola to lead trip on May 7-15

F

ather Prakash Rao Kola, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in
Ashland, will lead a trip to Rome, Assisi, Tuscany, Florence
and Venice, May 7-15, 2016. Individuals can register for the
trip by going to proximotravel.com or calling 1-855-842-8001
and asking to sign up by mentioning Father Kola’s name. Or,
you can contact Father Kola at kolaprakash01@gmail.com,
(620) 635-2338.
Proximo Travel is searching for priests who may be interested in leading tours to sites across Europe and the Middle
East. If you are interested in leading a tour group, contact
Tony Frasco at tonyfrasco@proximotravel.com.

P��������� G��’� C�������
The Diocese of Dodge City requires
all employees and volunteers who work
with children to participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness session.
Through the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other educational efforts of
the diocese, all people of the diocese can
learn how to discuss different aspects of
abuse -- including sexual abuse -- with
children and how to teach them to protect
themselves. Currently scheduled sessions
are as follows:
Ellinwood, Saturday, april 23, 2016
From: 9 a.m.-Noon
St. Joseph’s Parish Center
214 N. Main St., Ellinwood, KS 67526
PGC Facilitator: Donna Staab (620)

786-5785
Contact Person: Rachel Manley (620)
680-2119
If you or someone you know may
have been a victim of sexual abuse by
clergy, an employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Dodge City, you are asked
to contact Mr. Dave Snapp, Fitness
Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051
work; (620) 225-2412 home; dsnapp3@
starrtech.net.
You always have the right to directly
contact the Department for Children
and Families/Kansas Protection Report
Center: Hotline number is 1-800-9225330.

She was also a member of the Wichita Province leadership Team from 1992 to 1996.
Upon retirement in 2001, she wrote
grants and raised funds for several Wichita
social service agencies. She served four
terms on the Newman University Board of
Trustees and served on the board of eight
other agencies.
Preceding her in death were her parents;
her brothers Herman, Vernon and Frank,
and her sister Francita, an Adorer. She is
survived by nieces and nephews; cousins,
including ASC Sisters Francella, Jeannine,
Mary Ann, Teresa and Philomena Bahr; and
her ASC community.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held at
10:30 a.m. on Feb. 25 at the Chapel of the
New Covenant, Adorers of the Blood of
Christ Wichita Center. A memorial fund
has been established for the retirement of
Sisters, ASC, 1165 Southwest Blvd., Wichita,
KS. 67213.

Bishop to bless holy oils at
Chrism Mass, March 17

A

t 11 a.m. on Thursday, March 17
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Dodge City, the Most
Rev. John B. Brungardt will bless the
oil of the sick, that of chrism, and
that of catechumens. (These are
used wherever there is a sacramental
anointing, such as the anointing of
the sick, the anointing of those about
to be or newly baptized, and the
anointing of priests and confirmandi.)
Chrism Masses see the gathering
of the entire diocese, bishop, priests,
deacons and lay faithful, and are
the occasion on which the bishop
not only blesses the holy oils, but
when the priests and deacons renew
their promises to serve God and his
people, and those celebrating jubilees
are honored.
Representatives from each parish in
the diocese will bring small containers in which volunteers will fill with
the blessed oils after Mass.
All are invited to attend the Mass,
although due to the number of parish

representatives attending, the dinner
reception to follow is by invitation
only.
Those being honored include:
Father rene Labrador: 25 years of
priestly ministry
Father Robert schremmer: 40
years of priestly ministry
Father John strasser: 40 years
priestly ministry
50 year anniversary of the
Southwest Kansas Catholic
Retiring Director of Accounting
Services, John Ackerman, for his 20
years of diocesan ministry
Steven Polley, who is the departing Director of Youth Ministry, for 22
years of diocesan ministry
Cheyenne Becker and Michaela
Gleason for their role in bringing
Prayer and Action to the Diocese of
Dodge City
Pastoral Ministry graduates Kayla
Gleason, Norma Alvarez, and stanley
Cordova, each of whom will receive
Diocesan Diplomas.

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only
because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” -- C.S. Lewis
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Answering Pope Francis’s call to
By DAViD MYERs
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ather Henry Hildebrandt was working in
a barn on an old tractor while on vacation, a wrench in hand, when his cell phone
signaled an incoming text. He pressed the
answer button and was astonished at what
he read.
“It was the Vatican saying the Holy Father
will have a meeting on Feb. 9, and you need
to be there,” he said with a chuckle. “I just
remember standing there and looking at the
tractor and looking at the phone.”
It’s not surprising that the request came
as a bit of a shock. It had been months since
Father Hildebrandt applied to be chosen
by the Vatican from among thousands of
applicants across the globe to be a “Missionary of Mercy.”
But that’s not what this story is about.
Not really, anyway. The story is about the
message. The pope’s message of mercy in
the Year of Mercy. Not just to the thousand
or so priests who received the honor, but
to all those within hearing distance of his
missionaries. Even this story—the interview
with the SKC—is part of that mission, Father
Hildebrandt said.
There are only a few specifics to the appointment: the priest missionaries are given
special faculties during this Year of Mercy
to forgive what could otherwise only be forgiven by the pope. You can guess that they
are particularly heinous sins. They include,
but are not limited to, threatening the life
of a pope; violating the seal of confession
(whether by a priest or someone overhearing, etc…); or profaning the Eucharistic by
taking it away or by keeping it for a sacrilegious purpose.
Fortunately, few people have to worry
about having committed such sins.
One of the last times a pope dealt with
such a sin was when Mehmet Ali Ağca attempted to assassinate Pope John Paul II in
1983. Because Ağca is not Catholic, the Holy
Father could not absolve him of his sin. But
he did forgive him, as one human being to
another. (See the photo, below, right.)
These special faculties, Father Hildebrandt
explained, are more of a way to show the
Holy Father’s devotion to the love and mercy
of God, that nothing can stand between
human beings and God’s love.
More importantly than forgiving these
rare sins—more important than what the
Missionary of Mercy does—is what the
Missionary of Mercy is.
“They are living signs of God’s love in the
world,” Father Hildebrandt said. “We are
signs of God’s mercy. It’s not about doing a
job, it’s about being something.”
The entire Year of Mercy, as far as Pope
Francis is concerned, is a gesture, not an
organized program. It’s a sign that the Church
is extending to the world that God’s mercy
and love to every human being is infinite
and unconditional.
“The word for ‘mercy’ in Latin means
more than ‘mercy’,” Father Hildebrandt explained. “It’s translated as loving kindness.
So, it’s not just about forgiveness; it’s every
aspect of the Father’s loving kindness for His
creation, the ultimate dream the Father has
in creating us, which is to surround himself
for all eternity by a race of beings that are

F

Tender Mercy
Local priest, Father Henry Hildebrandt,
chosen by Pope Francis to be
‘Missionary of Mercy’

above: an audience of Pope
Francis with the Missionaries
of Mercy, Feb. 9 2016, at the
Vatican. at left: Father Henry Hildebrandt, Pastor of Sacred Heart
Parish, Ness City and St. aloysius
Parish, ransom, was one of just
over a thousand priests chosen
from thousands who applied
from around the world to be a
Missionary of Mercy throughout
the Year of Mercy.

Keystone-France/Getty Images

aN aCT oF MErCY: Dec. 28, 1983 -- Pope John Paul II visits his would-be assassin
Mehmet ali ağca in prison. They had a private conversation, and emerged as
friends. The pope stayed in touch with ağca’s family during the latter’s incarceration, and in 2000 requested that he be pardoned. The request was granted. ağca
was released and deported to Turkey, where he was imprisoned for the life sentence he had ﬂed decades prior. He converted to Christianity while incarcerated,
and was finally released in 2010. In December 2014, he returned to rome and laid
two dozen white roses at the pope’s tomb. Forgiving a person who has threatened
the life of a pope is one of four faculties given a Missionary of Mercy.

images of His love.”
If we experience the mercy—the loving kindness of God—then we have to share that mercy
with others, he said. How can we not?
“How can we live on a planet with people
who are poor and who are struggling in a
multitude of ways, and not reach out to them
somehow? How can we live in a world where
people are fleeing war, and not try to do something for them? If we have experienced the love
of our Father, how can we not share it?”
This is the pope’s wish: That as Father Hildebrandt and the other missionaries spread
God’s message, those they touch become
“Missionaries of Mercy” themselves (although
without the faculties).
The Holy Father stressed to the missionaries that they make themselves available
to speak at diocesan and parish gatherings
and other functions, especially since there
are relatively few Missionaries of Mercy.
(Father Hildebrandt is the only missionary
chosen from Kansas, and one of 125 from
the United States. The total number of missionaries is 0.1 percent of the more than
400,000 priests worldwide.)
This story is also about Father Hildebrandt’s
experiences in Rome, living experiences of
God’s presence.
Such as when Father Hildebrandt was approached by two teen-age French girls asking
for directions. When they saw he was a priest,
they asked him an unlikely question: Is smoking cigarettes a sin?
“So, we had this long discussion about
respect for the bodies God gave us and why
would you want to do something harmful to
your body, all in French!”
Or when, while trying to make an informative video in Rome for students back at Sacred
Heart School in Ness City, he was so crowded
in by people that he could barely keep his
camera-phone still. He was getting more and
more frustrated as he was jostled about. When
he was finally finished narrating the shaky
video, he lowered his camera, and the crowd
erupted in applause.
“They were British tourists listening to every
word I said for the video,” Father Hildebrandt
said, laughing. “They said it was very informative, and that they hadn’t known anything
about the site.”
Or when, at a dinner, he met Shiela Baroness Hollins, a member of the British House
of Lords.
And then there was Ash Wednesday Mass
with the Holy Father, during which he was unexpectedly chosen to distribute ashes, blessed
by the pope, to a section of the congregation
that included members of European royalty,
ambassadors, and others. Some wore sashes
covered with medals.
“It was just another one of those moments
where God put me somewhere I never expected to be,” the Kansas priest said with a
smile.
The message, Father Hildebrandt said, is
that God will use us all in unexpected ways to
affect the lives of those around us. How were
the two young girls affected by his words?
What might the British tourists share about
their experience?
“The real goal is that every baptized Catholic
be a missionary of mercy, sharing the love
and goodness of God with every person they
meet.”
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Happy 50th, SKC
T
his month, the Southwest Kansas Catholic turns 50 years old.
First, some history: The then-Southwest
Kansas Register began publishing in 1966.
As many of you know, this was before electric printers had reached Southwest Kansas.
Like the early monastic scribes who sat
hunched over in cold, darkened rooms,
laboriously hand-copying intricate manuscripts by candle-light, the first Southwest
Kansas Register editor sat hunched over
a Formica table, laboriously hand-copying
text by neon-light at Doreen’s Diner on 47th
Street.
He would (as per dictum by then Bishop
Marion Forst) make several copies by hand
onto napkins to be distributed—one napkin
each—to parishes throughout the diocese.
The notion of the news being written on a
napkin wasn’t an afterthought:
According to Chapter four of Tim Wenzl’s
“Legacy of Faith”, “Diocesan Code of Canon
Law (Can. 6 §1) dictated that the napkin be
‘passed from one person to the next at the
coffee and doughnut gathering after Mass,
henceforth, forthwith, and other words with
forth in it’.”
According to Legacy, “Because readers
would often forget and wipe their mouth on
the napkin and risk smudging an important
text with chocolate sprinkles, the Register
began adding a ’You’ve-Got-Something-OnYour-Mouth’ feature, which was a blank
space on which people could dab their
mouths.”
Ironically, this feature went on to win
several consecutive National Catholic News
Service awards.
In 1972, it was finally discovered that
printing had been invented, apparently, by
someone named “Gutenberg” some 600
years prior. On a Tuesday.
(It should be noted that the invention still
has not reached South Carolina, where the
daily news is shouted from Safeway parking
lots every day at Noon. Somebody might
want to give them a call.)
Over its 50-year history, six editors have
helmed the Register, one woman, four
men, and a hamster who served for several
months under President Carter’s “Put a
Hamster to Work” initiative in the 1970s.
Before I came on board in 2000, the editor
was Tim Wenzl, who now serves as archivist, advertising representative, contributing writer, and ornithologist. I will always
be indebted to Tim for his help in procuring my job. We had never met prior to 16
years ago, and yet herein lies a strange and
bizarre coincidence. When Tim was a child
he had a dog. The dog’s name? Dave Myers.
Meanwhile, my great aunt on my mother’s
side, her name was Lucille. But her nickname was Tim Wenzl. Yes, this is true.*
In March of 2015, the Register was renamed the Catholic, which caused many parishioners to say, “Ohhhh, I wondered why
it had all that Catholic stuff in it! It totally
Official Newspaper
Published Semi-Monthly by the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City. All material in this
newspaper is copyrighted 2016.
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By Dave Myers
Editor

makes sense now!”
The newspaper has served five bishops
over the last half century.
Lessons lurned: On April 1, I’ll begin my
sixteenth year as editor. Part of the reason
for my longevity is that I don’t include jokes
following sentences such as, “The newspaper has served five bishops over the last half
century.”
This was a very strange choice of professions for me. As a child, I thought that my
inability to spell was a disease, like Diabetes,
that would stay with me the rest of my life.
And of course I was right.
Despite my dissa ... disability, I’ve learned
many valuable lessons in my 16 years here.
An example? I have abnormally loud internal
organs. If I’m at a staff meeting and someone hears “Ork, ork, ork! Grrrrrrep!”, you
can be sure it’s coming from my stomach.
Here’s what I learned: Instead of facing embarrassment, I simply announce it ahead of
time: “Excuse me, I don’t wish to disrupt the
proceedings, but I believe that sounds are
about to emanate from my digestive track.”
Very professional; very matter-of-fact.
I’ve also learned to detect the degree of
favor someone wants of me by their initial
greeting:
“Hi, friend!” means that someone needs
minor help uploading something to our
website.
“Hello, best buddy, best pal!” may follow
with a request that after work I help them
fight an army of rabid pit-bulls.
And worst of all:
“Greetings, oh ye of noble birth and pleasant odor of which all humanity doth think
cool.” The only time this occurred (thank
goodness) was when I was asked to come up
with three work-related goals to be discussed at the next staff meeting.
The most important lesson I’ve learned,
however, is that God is not just an observer,
but an active participant in our lives. How
else can I explain how a person who spells
at the toddler level could become editor of
a newspaper? Or how someone who once
thought it was the Greeks whom Moses
led out of slavery could become editor of a
Catholic newspaper?
This could only happen through the
mighty mercy of an awesome God, a God
who is fully immersed in every aspect our
lives; a God who, in his infinite wisdom,
leads us forever along our winding path, celebrating our joys, lifting our burdens, and all
with little concern for the occasional typo.
*No, it’s not.
Bishop John B. Brungardt...President
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull
1971-1974
Margaret Klenke
1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2000
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THE ‘RECKLESS’
MYSTERY OF MERCY
From Page 1
and no exceptions.
There is no sin too great for the
Lord to forgive. No matter what we’ve
done, he loves us. In the holy sacrament of confession, mercy conquers
our sinfulness.
Mercy forgives, and it strengthens, and comforts, and restores.
Mercy is not reckless, because
mercy prepares us to leave our sinfulness behind, and to love as God
loves, in faithfulness and freedom.
Mercy sets us free for new lives of
holiness and joy.
Blessed John Henry Newman wrote
that the sacraments are the “keys
which open the treasure-house of
mercy.” Newman said that the sacraments are “means and pledges of
grace.” In the sacrament of confession, God gives us the grace of his
mercy, and pledges to continue that
mercy—to remain with us, present to
us to make us perfect—to unite us to
him in holiness through the mystery
of his love.
In the sacrament of confession,
God offers us the key to the treasurehouse of mercy.
On March 4 and 5, [parishes across
the world] held “24 Hours for the
Lord.” For 24 hours, confessions were
heard..., and the Lord was present.
He was also present to us in sacred
adoration of the Most Holy Eucharist,

No matter how
long it has been
since we’ve last
confessed our
sins, He is
waiting.
exposed on the altar.
In the sacrament of confession, God
enters our hearts, and, if we allow
Him, gives us new lives in his friendship. No matter how long it has been
since we’ve last confessed our sins, He
is waiting. I pray that each one of you
will enter the treasure-house of God’s
mercy in the sacrament of confession
[during] Lent.
God’s mercy frees us, and gives us
peace. As Blessed John Henry Newman wrote, “Oh what piercing, heartsubduing tranquility, provoking tears
of joy, is poured, almost substantially
and physically upon the soul, the oil
of gladness, as Scripture calls it, when
the penitent at length rises, his God
reconciled to him, his sins rolled away
forever!”
God is rich in the mystery of mercy.
May we encounter that mercy in the
holy sacrament of confession!

Pope Francis’ Monthly Intentions
Universal: Families in Diﬃculty
That families in need may receive the necessary support, and
that children may grow up in healthy and peaceful environments.
Evangelization: Persecuted Christians
That those Christians who, on account of their faith, are discriminated against or are being persecuted, may remain strong
and faithful to the Gospel, thanks to the incessant prayer of the
Church.
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NOW IS THE TIME! PLEASE RESPOND TODAY!

B

ishop Brungardt and our Church leaders need your
help. The diocese is conducting a planning study,
assessing three goals that have been identified as
important to our diocesan future: works of mercy, faith
formation and priestly vocations.
To be successful, we need your input and that of all
our Catholic faithful in the 49 parishes of our diocese.
Time is running out. This is the last week for you to add

Clinging to possibility
I

your voice by taking a brief on-line survey.
Please go to www.steiergroup.com, then select “Client
Login” in the upper-right hand corner. Then click on the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City and enter the password
“Dodge City.” Please take a few minutes to complete the
survey and help us plan our future together. May God’s
grace and blessings be with you and your loved ones this
Lenten Season.

am scheduled this morning for my third visit to the local
she says.
family day shelter. As I head out for the bus I wonder why
“I remember you from an earlier
I am doing this. I could just as easily be busy in my office.
visit,” I say. “My name is Maria.”
I climb the narrow steps of the shelter, shake out my
“I remember you, Maria. My name
umbrella under the eave, and enter.
is Connie.”
Diana, the director and “house mother,” is wearing a
Connie gives me an update on how
pastel yellow paper mask. “The flu’s been going around,”
her life is going. She’s “here” because
she says as she zips through the reception area.
she cannot be “there.” There is home,
I come here one Wednesday morning a month to be
but she cannot go back. This town gives
“Maria, the Listening Lady.” I gave myself the title because
her the help she needs while she puts
it’s how I want to be known.
a new life together.
The truth is, others pay me money to listen to them. This,
I don’t press for details.
By Mary
I do for free. A small part of me I can give freely away.
“I live with hope,” Connie says. “I
Christina, the receptionist, lets me into Diana’s office, Sharon Moore
can’t let down the hope.”
where I take off my raincoat and put on my name badge.
She lives in her car with her two
Poor,
Like
I pick up my bright-glazed soup bowl which holds the
children, she tells me. The instability
heart-shaped clay word-treasures I will share with the Jesus
makes her smoke. “When we finally
people I meet.
get our own place, I told God I’ll quit
Strength. Honor. Integrity. Peace. Passion. Recovery. smoking.”
Power. Hope.
I think Connie feels hopeful about that, too. Her face is
This bright-glazed bowl filled with these encouraging weathered and tired, her body hardened from a hard life.
words is a life saver for me. Apart from this bowl and these But she nurtures a seed of hope.
encouragements, I feel certain that I would have no way to
Or maybe that seed of hope nurtures her.
enter into conversation with these women, these couples,
What can I offer her? I can listen. I can hold space for what
whose lives are so radically different from mine.
she needs to say.
Truth be told, I come here once a month because I could so
“God’s the one who holds it together,” Connie says. She
easily stay safe in my comfortable world, happily oblivious to speaks her particular form of wealth: God, who holds it
forms of human suffering that have never touched my life. together.
In earlier times I would have thought: Oooh, stay away. I
And I feel my particular form of poverty: the inability to
don’t want your misery to rub off on me. To say nothing of lift others out of their suffering and bring them into a better
the germs, the staleness, and the overwhelming need.
life.
I step out of Diana’s office, ready to go. Ready for
“Connie, draw a word for your day,” I say, lifting my bowl
encounter.
high.
Just outside her office, in a corner of the “living room,” I
She digs in, her fingers searching for just the right clay
see a woman whom I remember from an earlier visit. She heart. “Possibility,” she says. Her face lights up.
holds up a pair of warm-up pants to check for size.
“With God,” she says, “all things are possible.”
“Good morning,” I say hopefully.
A familiar enough phrase. The thing is, she clings to this
“Good morning,” she replies, sounding open to hope, because she knows it is true.
conversation.
“Those snuggy-looking pants look like the perfect fit,” I
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2016. All Rights Reserved. Mary
say.
Sharon Moore writes and speaks nationwide on the nature
“You know, I was just thinking that they might work,” of God’s calling. Visit marysharonmoore.com.

Photo of
the Week
A century ago
Soldiers are pictured
with a girl and a nurse
from the Daughters
of Charity, in Paris,
France, during World
War I (some time between 1914 and 1918).
The Daughters of Charity was founded in 1633
by Saint Vincent de
Paul, a French priest,
and Saint Louise de
Marillac, a widow, to
serve the poor.
Photographer unknown
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‘Risen’ is proof
that great Christian
films are still being
made today
By Carl Kozlowski
Catholic News Agency
umerous movies have portrayed the story of
Jesus over the decades, ranging from the familyfriendly “The Greatest Story Ever Told” on through
the horrifically detailed and strictly for adults depiction found in Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ.”
Yet somehow, the new movie “Risen” has found a
uniquely compelling and fully relatable way to share
the Gospel with present-day viewers by showing it
through the eyes of a Roman tribune who undergoes
the spiritual transformation from non-believer to
believer.
The movie follows the Roman tribune Clavius
(Joseph Fiennes), a man whose job is to oversee the
crucifixions of men deemed enemies of the Roman
Empire. Reporting directly to the infamous Pontius
Pilate, he receives orders to make especially certain
that Jesus – seen as an instigator of massive antiEmpire sentiment among citizens – is unequivocally
killed and hidden away so that his disciples can’t steal
His corpse and claim that He came back from the dead
as promised. Pilate’s fear is that if Jesus’ followers
learn He is gone and believe He resurrected, then
their rebellion will become impossible to manage.
When Jesus’ body indeed disappears from His
tomb on the third day, Pilate and Jewish leaders who
despised Jesus for drawing followers away team up
to order Clavius to find Mary Magdalene and demand
answers on who stole Jesus’ corpse and where they
have hidden it. But just as he’s ready to confront her,
Clavius is stunned to find nothing is as he expected.
All the while, Roman centurions are also on the trail of
both himself and Jesus, as Pilate assumes that Clavius
has abandoned his mission.
The result is a unique tale of historical fiction, as
Clavius is not a Biblical figure yet is the kind of man
who very likely existed quite commonly as word of
Jesus’ resurrection spread throughout His 40 remaining days on earth before the Ascension, and beyond.
What’s refreshing about “Risen” is that, unlike many
Christian-themed films forced to contend with low
budgets, it is an extremely well-made film with rich
cinematography, solid direction and great production
design that appears to have solid backing behind it.
Fiennes’ performance in the lead role is quite powerful, as he plays a man who is haunted by having
to supervise horrific deaths on a daily basis and has
come to hate every aspect of his job. As he transforms
through his journey, the story becomes extremely
touching and inspirational.
What’s most remarkable about “Risen,” however, is
its first half hour, in which we see Clavius’ life under
Pilate and thus experience the horror of crucifixion
and Christ’s suffering in a new way, through the eyes
of an oppressor who feels genuine guilt for harming
Him. Unlike Gibson’s brutal, almost unbearable take
on the Passion, co-writer/director Kevin Reynolds
(“Waterworld”) manages to convey the horror on a
primal level through implication and the reactions of
those who both wailed in despair at Christ’s suffering
and death, and even more so, through those who
mocked Him at His apparent final moments of life.
To say more would rob viewers of the impact this
movie has, especially at this season of Lent. While the
movie has occasional slow patches, it is well worth
seeing overall and worthy of monetary endorsement
for Hollywood – and in particular, Sony Pictures,
which has made the best of the big Christian films in
the past few years – to keep producing more.

N
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Road Trip!

College kids converge on
Prairie Star Ranch

Juniors through college
age boys invited to go on a

MissiON FROM GOD
Encounter With God’s Call,
April 16-18; Conception Seminary College, MO

W
Bishop John Brungardt of the Diocese of Dodge City leads a discussion
with a group of Kansas college students Feb. 6 at the Kansas Catholic
College Student Convention at Prairie Star ranch in Williamsburg, Kans.
right of the bishop is Gentry Heimerman, Diocese of Dodge City Director
of Young adult Ministry.
By JOE BOLLiG
joe.bollig@theleaven.org
The following is printed with
permission from The Leaven, the
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Kansas City in Kansas.
ILLIAMSBURG, KS — The annual Kansas Catholic College
Student Convocation held here
from Feb. 5-7 featured “three
Wise Men” from the East.
No, really. Three college professors were the keynote speakers
at the convocation: Richard Cross
from the University of Notre
Dame; Kenneth Howell from the
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign; and Daniel Toma
from Minnesota State University,
Mankato.
The annual convocation has
been held, under various names,
for about 40 years. This year, the
convocation was held at archdiocesan-owned Prairie Star Ranch
near Williamsburg and hosted by
the St. Lawrence Catholic Campus
Center at the University of Kansas.
About 230 students — mostly
leaders in campus ministry — attended, representing Emporia
State University, Fort Hays State
University, Kansas State University, Newman College, Pittsburg
State University, Washburn University and Wichita State University.
Religious orders sent representatives, too, including the Community of the Lamb from Kansas
City, Kansas; the Apostles of the
Interior Life from Lawrence; the
Marian Sisters (Grey Sisters) from
Lincoln, Nebraska; and the Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters
from Wichita.
“The convocation provides an
opportunity for Catholic students
from around the state to gather
for formation, education and fun,”

W

said Father Steve Beseau, director
and chaplain of the St. Lawrence
Catholic Campus Center.
The three professors were chosen because they are part of the
Catholic Worldview Symposium,
said Father Beseau. They talked to
the students about uniting their
Catholic faith with their intellectual life.
“I think Dr. Ken Howell’s keynote address on Saturday night
at our banquet was probably a
high note for many people,” said
Father Beseau. “He spoke about
the word ‘poiema,’ the Greek
word Saint Paul uses to describe
God’s handiwork. Every one of
us is made as part of a ‘poiema.’
Through personal witness, experience and the Scriptures, he really
opened it up to the students.”
In addition to hearing the keynote presentations, the students
had opportunities to mix with
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann
of the Archdiocese of Kansas City
in Kansas, Bishop Carl A. Kemme
from the Diocese of Wichita, and
Bishop John B. Brungardt from the
Diocese of Dodge City.
Zach Watson, a KU senior from
Olathe, really appreciated time
with the Kansas bishops.
“You don’t see three bishops in
one place very often,” he said. “It
was nice to see their dedication
to the young people of the state.
Before the Mass we had with
them [on Saturday], the bishops
broke up by diocese and met with
students from each respective
diocese.
“They had informal conversations about what was going on in
their dioceses and how to better
serve young people,” he continued. “After Mass, they stayed and
had lunch with us.”

hat’s it all about? It’s an opportunity to learn about seminary life and enjoy time with other young men who are seeking God’s will in their lives.
It’s common for high school students to visit college campuses before they
decide where they want to go.
Encounter With God’s Call offers an alternative campus visit. From April 1618, high school juniors, seniors, and college age guys can spend two nights at
Conception Seminary College and explore seminary life through prayer, talks,
and recreation. Father Rene Labrador, Assistant Vocation Director, will lead the
group from southwest Kansas. There is no charge for the weekend and transportation is provided. Register online by April 7th at http://dcdiocese. org/vocations/discernment-events or call (620) 227-1533.

W

ithout a doubt, that weekend was one of the best weekends of my life. While we
were at the seminary, the seminarians organized talks that addressed the “call”
to answer God’s will for our lives. This weekend I was able to experience competition,
passion for sports, brotherhood, friendship, courage and love of living life to the fullest.
All my expectations in a sense were surpassed and even changed by seeing how life was
lived out in the confines of a seminary. -- Cristobal Deloera

Girl Scouts presented Marian Medal,
Spirit Alive Award at Quest Retreat

Photos by Tim Wenzl

Jordyn Trombley, left, of the Cathedral
of our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, received
the Marian Medal at the Quest retreat
Feb. 12-14. at center is Father James
Baker, JCL. The Marian Medal program
is designed to enable young women to
“proclaim the greatness of the Lord.” It
features active involvement in understanding Mary as a model of openness

and spirituality – a woman in the Church.
Maegen Seifreid, right, of St. Theresa
Parish, Dighton, received the Spirit alive
award. This program is designed to enable young women to understand that
the Holy spirit plays a big role in living
out their faith daily, and that it is through
the Holy spirit that their faith comes alive
in witnessing to others.

Please note: The last issue of the Southwest Kansas Catholic inadvertently reversed
the above names. The SKC strives for accuracy and apologizes for the error.

“Drinking beer is easy. Trashing your hotel room
is easy. But being a Christian, that’s a tough call.
That’s rebellion.”
-- Rock ‘n Roll singer,

Alice Cooper, a devout Christian
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Young adults examine God’s place in their lives

Approximately 50
young adults, including
several from outside
the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City, took part in
the first ever Southwest
Kansas Young Adult
Conference (SKYAC)
Saturday, March 5 at
the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. The
day was organized by
Gentry Heimerman (below) Diocese Director
of Young Adult Ministry. The day included
several presentations,
as well as music by
Noella Garcia and David
McHugh (below, far
right).
Photos by David Myers

Continued from Page 1
The remedy to inattentiveness, he said, is
prayer: “I think that knowing what God wants
will always come to us as a fruit of prayer,” he
said. In other words, prayer will open you up to
recognizing inspiration that may come from a
roommate, or an article you’ve read—inspiration that may, without prayer, go unnoticed.
He said that once young adults know what
God wants, the second element is wanting this
for ourselves.
“I may want what I want, and am not so
interested in what God wants,” Father Schawe
said. “The remedy for selfishness is humility.
Humility is saying, ‘Lord, deliver me from this
desire to be popular, to be rich, ….’”
The last element is doing. Father Schawe
admitted that fear almost kept him from entering the seminary—from doing what God
was calling him to do. When he learned about
the amount of time and effort it would take to
become a priest, he found himself facing fear
in taking that step.
What is the remedy for fear—the fear of acting on God’s desire for you? Trust.
“God wouldn’t call you to something if He
wasn’t going to be there with you every step
of the way.”
Among the break-out session presenters
was Lyza Frasco, who shared a presentation
on “Being a Christian in a ‘Not-so-Christian’
Modern World.” She told of being in Las Vegas,
and of becoming so offended by a street-side
newspaper kiosk filled with pornography, that
she began grabbing all she could to throw
away.
Drivers-by, misinterpreting her actions,
shouted, “Sicko!” she said to laughter.
She compared her actions—and those of
anyone trying to be a good Christian in a world
where displaying Christian morality can draw
rebuke—to athletes: “A good player will play
their best game regardless of how the crowd
is reacting.”
“Remember you are not alone. God loves you
so much more than you could ever imagine. If
there’s a time when you are feeling defeated,
know that God loves you and is with you.”
Other presenters included Jenny Schmidt,
Allison Ricke, Kristen Eck, Tony Frasco, Jamie
Stolz, Kelsey Simon, Immaculate Heart of Mary
Sisters Marie Therese and Mary Elizabeth,
and Heimerman, who, in offering small-group
Word Working prayer sessions, provided the
participants a deeply poignant moment of
faith sharing.
(An article on the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Sisters’ presentation on “Giving and Receiving
Mercy” will be in the next issue.)
The event also included a vocations panel,
during which conference participants were
able to submit questions; a rosary; Mass at the
cathedral celebrated by Bishop Brungardt; and
an optional dinner/social at a local restaurant.
Musicians for the conference were recording
artists Noella Garcia and David McHugh.
“I think it’s fair to say that the first SKYAC
was a success,” Heimerman said. “What a gift
it was to have so many young adults gather in
Lent at our Cathedral.
“Thanks especially to Noelle McHugh and
Kelsey Simon; a full day of great speakers, good
food, and fun was created not just ‘for’ but also
‘by’ young adults. Single and discerning college
students, married couples with five kids, and
everywhere in between showed up from all over
the state and made visible the fact that young
people do actually have a desire to know Christ
and grow in their faith. God is good!”
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Lenten 33-day retreat
M
embers of the tri-parish communities of Holy Trinity, Timken,
St. Michael, LaCrosse, and St. Joseph,
Liebenthal, were invited to attend a
viewing of a DVD outlining a spiritual
retreat opportunity for 33 days in
Lent.
The retreat follows the book “33
Days to Morning Glory”, written by
Father Michael Gaitley. This journey
of daily spiritual reading ends on Good
Friday with consecration to Jesus
through Mary. This consecration was
promoted by St. Louis de Montfort in
the 1400s and is still encouraged and

followed today. Father Gaitley’s book
follows a similar format which is suited
for the busy schedules of today.
Basically requiring three to 10
minutes of spiritual reading daily,
optional prayers are available in
the book. The group will gather in
St. Joseph Church on Good Friday
for their consecration. Participants
include (below): Mary Ann Legleiter, Louise Dechant, Joan Dreher,
Judy Hoffman, Debbie Bollig, Julie
Huber, Lucy Herrman, Ardis and
Benny Viegra, and Raymond Depperschmidt.

Blessings
from A to Z

Father Don Bedore
blesses family’s
new thrift store

G

REAT BEND -- Father Don Bedore,
pastor at Prince of Peace Parish in
Great Bend, blessed the new “A to Z
Thrift Store” on opening day, Feb. 27.
The store is owned and operated by Father Don Bedore blesses the newly opened “A
Armando and Irma Herrera of Great to Z Thrift Store” in Great Bend, owned by Irma
Bend. Irma is a catechist, Eucharistic (right) and Armando Herrera (second from left).
minister, lector, and, like her husband, Also pictured are their sons, Alan and Julio.
she sings in the St. Rose Parish choir
opportunity to grow.”
in Great Bend. Armando is a supervisor
“Everybody can live if you work,” said
at an oil company, but recently had his Armando, who is a talented carpenter.
workload significantly decreased.
Always at their side, leading and guiding
The thrift store, which is brimming with every decision--including that of opening
clothes and other items, is a way for the their thrift store--is their deep faith.
family of five to make ends meet.
“My grandma taught me how to pray the
“God did a lot of good things for us,” Rosary,” Irma said. “Here in Great Bend,
Armando said. “We have our kids, and we I’ve learned more about God. I think evare healthy. We appreciate God and all He erybody needs to know more about God.
has given us.”
In Dodge City, a priest said that he studied
In an earlier interview with the Catho- God for 40 years and still needs to know
lic, the couple noted that they miss their more. We are blessed because we know
homeland of Mexico. But Armando quickly God.”
added with gusto and without a moment’s
The store is located at 1209 Main Street
hesitation, “I love the United States!”
and is opened from 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
“Me, too!” Irma said. “Here we have the Monday through Saturday.

Confirmation, St. Michael, La Crosse

Confirmation, St. Michael Parish, La Crosse: Nine seventh and eighth graders were
confirmed on Feb. 24, 2016, by Bishop John Brungardt. Pictured here are: (left to right)
Catechist Brittany Suppes, Father Matthew Kumi, Katrina Jacobs, Catechist James
Suppes, Bailey Baalmann, Kaden Depperschmidt, Audrey Irvin, Abbey Oborny, Garrett
Leiker, Blake Herrman, Mason Peters, Kinley Mongeau, and Bishop John Brungardt.
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Seminarian Mark Brantley receives welcomed visit from home
D
iocese of Dodge City seminarian Mark
Brantley received a welcomed visit
recently from Bishop John Brungardt and
Father Wesley Schawe, Director of Priestly
Vocations. Brantley is in his third year of
theology studies at the Pope St. John XXIII
National Seminary in Weston, Mass.
Like the bishop’s visit to St. John Vianney Seminary in Denver late last year,
during which he spent time with seminarians Jacob Schneider, Deacon Juan Salas,
and John Stang, the bishop and Father
Schawe’s annual visit mixes official duties
with a few social activities -- at least what
you can fit into a very busy few days.
While at the seminary, the bishop and
Father Schawe met with the seminary
rector, Father William Palardy, and with
Brantley’s formation advisor, and of
course spent some one-on-one time with
Brantley himself.
They also happened to arrive for the
semester’s “Come to the Table” celebration, in which the seminary helps celebrate a different Catholic culture in the
community.
The bishop, Father Schawe and other
local priests celebrated a Mass for the
Vietnamese Catholic community. Many of
the Vietnamese members dressed in colorful native garb. In past years they have
celebrated the presence of local Brazilian
and Nigerian Catholic communities.

“We are able to see how Catholics
around the world incorporate their culture into their Mass,” Brantley said. “It’s
a great experience for us.
“We also went to St. Joseph’s Abbey
and the Holy Rood Guild in Spencer, Mass.
One of things that the monks do is to make
quality vestments. The monks also brew
the only Trappist ale in America. Unfortunately, we didn’t have time for a tour.”
According to Brantley, one of the best
things about the bishop and Father Wesley’s visit to the seminary was simply: “It
was nice to have a visit from somebody
back home.”
After a busy year, he said he is looking
forward to getting back to Kansas this
summer to work at a local parish.

above, left to right: Father Wesley
Schawe, Director of Priestly Vocations,
Seminarian Mark Brantley, Most rev.
John Brungardt, and Father WIlliam
Palardy, rector, Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary. The bishop and Father
Schawe spent time with Brantley at the
Massachusetts seminary as part of an
annual visit. at right, Bishop Brungardt,
center, helped celebrate a Mass for
the Vietnamese Catholic community.
The Mass was part of the seminary’s
“Come to the Table” celebration of
cultures within the community, which
takes place each semester.
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When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Land-ow billboard
-life
free pro

S

tudents from Sacred Heart Cathedral School in Dodge City are
looking for landowners in the diocese who would like to have a free,
pro-life billboard placed on their
property near a major roadway.
The billboards are smaller than
regular sized billboards, perhaps onehalf to one-third the size.
Late last year, the students raised
$8,000 for Kansas Pro-Life, half of
which funded a large billboard along
Wyatt Earp Blvd. in Dodge City.
The remaining $4,000 is to be

Courtesy
photos

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.

used for smaller billboards to be
placed on private land near highways across the diocese. But first,
the students need to hear from
landowners who would like a sign
placed on their property. There is
no cost to the landowner.
For more information, or, if you
would like a pro-life sign placed on
your property, contact Sacred Heart
teacher Tony Frasco at tony.frasco@
dcshcs.com or Steve Hessman at
sahessman@yahoo.com.

A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

“Caring for life from the beginning to
the end. What a simple thing, what a
beautiful thing. So, go forth and don’t
be discouraged. Care for life....”
-- Pope Francis

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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Otro Camino

Obispo Emeritus
Ronald M. Gilmore

¿Por qué Jesús hizo gran cosa sobre perdonar
a otros? ¿Por qué lo hizo parte de la oración
que Él nos enseñó...perdona nuestras ofensas
como nosotros perdonamos...? Por qué era tan
importante para eé?
Hay dos razones simples: porque eso fue
lo que Jesús vino a hacer, y porque eso fue lo
que fue Jesús. San Pablo lo puso mejor de esta
manera: mientras eramos pecadores, el murió
por nosotros porque el nos amó (Romanos 5:8)
Mientras nos alejamos de él, mientras aún
preferimos nuestra propias maneras y no las
suyas, mientras nos enfadamos con él por esto
o por lo otro, o por sentirnos ofendidos, mien-

tras queremos que él se mantenga fuera de
nuestras vidas, fue entonces alli cuando Él nos
amó.
Amar es redimir. Amar es liberarse. Amar
es hacer lo sagrado. Eso fue lo que él vino a
hacer porque eso fue lo que Él fue. Él era, Él es,
Perdón.
Memoria es nuestro problema. No queremos
olvidar la injusticia que se nos hizo, las heridas,
la humillación. Nos negamos a olvidar. Encontramos un placer insaludable en darle vueltas
en nuestras mentes una y otra vez. Es tan bueno
mantener estas cosas, es la memoria.
Memoria es nuestro problema. Mantiene las

heridas y los menosprecios. Los conciente y
los alimenta. Y ellas crecen para ser profundas
y resentidas hasta que arden. Es por eso que
cuando estabamos preparándonos para celebrar
el nuevo milenio, El Papa Juan Pablo II nos llamó
a la purificación de la memoria.
Para olvidar las viejas heridas o daños que se
nos han hecho y que hemos hecho, eso fue lo
que Él fue antes. Para recoger la caja invisible de
lo que es nuestra memoria, y levantarla ante la
luz, y sacudir cualquier resentimiento escondido
en sus grietas y esquinas, eso es Purficación.
Y la Purificación es posible porque Cristo es
Perdón.

Mensaje del Papa Francisco en México fue
elaborado por la Virgen de Guadalupe, dice Obispo
C

IUDAD DE MÉXICO (ACI) - Después
de la visita apostólica del Papa
Francisco a México, el Obispo de Las
Cruces (Estados Unidos) y miembro
del Comité de Obispos para la Justicia
y Paz, Mons. Oscar Cantú, aseguró
que “el mensaje del Santo Padre fue el
mismo que el de la Virgen de Guadalupe a San Juan Diego y a todos los
pueblos de esa tierra”.
En entrevista concedida a ACI
Prensa, el Obispo de padres mexicanos
dijo que lo que dejó Francisco “es un
mensaje de dignidad humana, dignidad del bautismo y de quién somos
como Iglesia. Este sirvió para decirle a
los indígenas, trabajadores, jóvenes y a
los sufren por la violencia que estamos
con ellos, que el mundo no los ha olvidado”.
Mons. Cantú fue uno de los dos
miembros designados por la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de Estados
Unidos que participó en todas las
misas celebradas por el Sumo Pontífice, y dijo estar sorprendido con “los
profundos 25 minutos de conversación
entre el Papa y Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe”.
“Durante el resto del viaje el mensaje del Santo Padre no fue solamente

elaborado por él, sino por la madre bendita”, resaltó.
El Prelado también se refirió al interés del
Papa Francisco en los inmigrantes cuando
les recordó que “Jesús fue un refugiado en
Egipto y que sus padres emigraron a varios
lugares, incluso cuando él nació” y que “Jesucristo continúa caminando con nosotros

en nuestras propias migraciones”.
Recordó además que el Santo Padre
“empleó fuertes palabras para el gobierno
mexicano, que tiene la responsabilidad de
proveer una economía estable para que
las personas puedan a sacar a sus familias
adelante y no necesiten emigrar”.
Asimismo el Prelado explicó que muchos

de los inmigrantes mexicanos “son
personas bien intencionadas que
están escapando de la violencia,
pobreza y una mala economía” y
por ello el Santo Padre “quiso darles
un rostro humano para que Estados
Unidos no se olvide que la migración
simplemente no es un problema, son
personas”.
También hizo hincapié en las
dificultades actuales de emigrar a
Estados Unidos, a diferencia de lo
vivido por sus padres, y manifestó
que “existen soluciones sensatas
para los temas fronterizos utilizando
el Evangelio”.
“La Iglesia cree que los países
tienen el derecho de proteger sus
fronteras, como lo hace Estados
Unidos. Pero también debe cooperar
con sus vecinos, especialmente con
México, que es el más cercano”,
agregó Mons. Cantú.
Finalmente dijo que el mundo está
de acuerdo en las leyes de inmigración están rotas, pero “que somos
los suficientemente sabios para
arreglarlas. Solo necesitamos deseo
político, coraje y enfocarnos en las
causas que producen la inmigración y
no solamente en los efectos”.

¡Gracias por transmitirnos la ternura de Dios!: Obispos de México al Papa Francisco

“Gracias por
hacernos ver que
México es un
gran país, y que
aunque la noche
parezca enorme
y oscura, existen
muchas luces
que anuncian
esperanza.”

C

IUDAD DE MÉXICO (ACI/EWTN
Noticias) - El Arzobispo de Guadalajara y Presidente de la Conferencia del
Episcopado Mexicano (CEM), Cardenal
José Francisco Robles Ortega, expresó el
agradecimiento de la Iglesia en México
a Dios y al Papa Francisco por su visita al
país del 12 al 17 de febrero.
En un comunicado titulado “¡Gracias Papa Francisco! ¡Gracias México!”,
publicado por la CEM, el Cardenal Robles
Ortega recordó que el Santo Padre
“vino a nuestra Patria como misionero
de misericordia y paz para confesar con
nosotros la fe en Dios y visitar a la Madre
de Guadalupe”.
El presidente de la CEM expresó la
gratitud del episcopado mexicano al Papa
“por su oración, sus gestos, sus palabras
y su testimonio, que nos han transmitido
la ternura de Dios”.
“Gracias por recordarnos que la Virgencita, que ha acompañado y acompaña

la gestación de esta bendita tierra, nos
invita a levantar la vida de todos los
mexicanos”, señaló.
El Cardenal Robles Ortega manifestó
también la gratitud al Papa “por compartir nuestros sufrimientos y ayudarnos
a valorar nuestro patrimonio, nuestras
raíces y nuestra cultura e identidad, para
proyectarnos hacia el futuro”.
“Gracias por hacernos ver que México
es un gran país, y que aunque la noche
parezca enorme y oscura, existen muchas
luces que anuncian esperanza”, expresó.
El presidente de la CEM agradeció también a Francisco “por animarnos a forjar
en el presente un futuro esperanzador,
empeñándonos en el bien común, siendo
justos, honestos y solidarios”.
El Cardenal aseguró que los obispos
mexicanos “nos comprometemos a reflexionar las palabras que nos dirigió y a
esforzarnos para asumir los retos que tan
sabiamente delineó, procurando reflejar

a todos la ternura de Dios”.
El Arzobispo de Guadalajara agradeció
también al presidente de México, Enrique Peña Nieto y las autoridades civiles,
así como a “los voluntarios y a todos los
que colaboraron en este viaje apostólico”.
“Así mismo, agradecemos a los más de
diez millones y medio de personas que
participaron en las misas, encuentros y
vallas, dando ejemplo de que los mexicanos podemos expresarnos, convivir,
celebrar y actuar con orden y responsabilidad”, manifestó.
Al finalizar su mensaje, el Cardenal
destacó que los obispos son “conscientes de que la gratitud debe traducirse
en compromiso”, por lo que invitaron
a los fieles mexicanos “a reflexionar en
los mensajes que el Papa nos dirigió y
a ponerlos en práctica, confiando en la
ayuda de Dios y en la intercesión de la
Virgencita de Guadalupe”.
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El Papa Francisco revela travesuras
del monaguillo Jorge Bergoglio
VATICANO (ACI) - En una de las
páginas del nuevo libro “Querido Papa
Francisco”, el Pontífice reveló una
travesura de su niñez, cuando servía
como monaguillo y la Misa se celebraba
en latín.
El Papa contó la anécdota al responder a Alessio, un niño italiano de 9 años
de edad, quien le preguntó si “¿alguna
vez estuvo cerca del sacerdote como
monaguillo?”
Esta fue la respuesta del Papa:

“Querido alessio, sí, fui monaguillo. ¿Y tú? ¿Qué tarea cumples entre los monaguillos? Es más fácil ahora, ¿sabes? Debes saber que, cuando yo era niño, la Misa se
celebraba de forma diferente a ahora. Entonces, el sacerdote miraba hacia el altar,
que se encontraba junto a la pared, y no a la gente. El libro con el que decía la Misa,
el misal, se colocaba al lado derecho del altar. Pero antes de la lectura del Evangelio,
siempre tenía que llevarse hacia el lado izquierdo. Ese era mi trabajo: Llevar el libro
de derecha a izquierda y después de izquierda a derecha. ¡Era agotador! ¡El libro era
pesado! Lo llevaba con toda mi energía, pero yo no era tan fuerte: en una ocasión
lo recogí y me caí, así que el sacerdote tuvo que ayudarme. ¡Qué tal trabajo que
hice! La Misa no era en italiano en aquel entonces. El sacerdote hablaba pero yo no
entendía nada, y mis amigos tampoco. así que para divertirnos hacíamos imitaciones del sacerdote, mezclando un poco las palabras para inventar frases extrañas en
español. Nos divertíamos, y realmente disfrutamos mucho sirviendo en Misa”.

“Querido Papa Francisco” ha sido editado en inglés y español en Estados Unidos por Loyola Press. El libro ya está a la venta en la mayoría
de países de América Latina y ofrece las respuestas del Papa Francisco
a 30 cartas de niños de 6 a 13 años. Los editores recibieron 259 cartas
de 26 países como Albania, China, Nigeria y Filipinas.
El libro está a la venta en Amazon.com: http://www.amazon.com/
Querido-Papa-Francisco-responde-Spanish/dp/0829444351

Parábola del hijo pródigo es “núcleo del Evangelio”, aﬁrma Obispo

M

ADRID (ACI) - El Obispo de Córdoba (España), Mons. Demetrio
Fernández, ha enviado su carta pastoral semanal en la que toma la parábola
del hijo pródigo para explicar la
misericordia de Dios Padre, una página
del Evangelio que constituye, según
precisa, “el núcleo del Evangelio”.
“Siempre produce consuelo constatar que tenemos un Padre así”, explica
Mons. Fernández ya que apunta que
“hay mucha gente que no ha experimentado a Dios así nunca” y piensa
que Él es enemigo del hombre, que es
justiciero y que no es capaz de ocuparse de nuestras cosas.
Sin embargo, el Prelado asegura que
precisamente Jesús nos dice que “Dios
es un Padre bueno que se conmueve y
alegra cuando volvemos a Él, que está
preocupado por nosotros día y noche”.
En ese sentido el destaca que Jesús
“ha recorrido los caminos del hijo
pródigo sin apartarse de su Padre”, y
cuando ha encontrado a ese hijo “ha
cargado con su dolor, para traerlo a la

casa del Padre”.
Mons. Fernández explica que “no
hay perdón sin penitencia” y que “el
camino recorrido para hacer el propio
capricho debe ser recorrido a la inversa con el dolor”, por eso Jesús sale
a nuestro encuentro para “aliviarnos
ese dolor, hacerlo llevadero y darle
sentido”.
De esta manera, el Prelado apunta
que el tiempo de Cuaresma y también
“toda la vida del cristiano”, tiene un
sentido penitencial ya que “la reparación del mal cometido es una constante fundamental”.
Experimentar el dolor de contrición
tras haber ofendido a Dios. “Este dolor
encuentra alivio y consuelo cuando
mira a Dios, Padre bueno, que no se
enfada con nosotros ni reacciona a la
manera humana, sino que es rico en
misericordia y se complace en perdonarnos”, asegura Mons. Fernández.
Explica que Dios “es un Padre que
nos abraza, que nos viste de fiesta,
que prepara un banquete en nuestro

Línea especial para
víctimas de abuso sexual
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha
sido víctima de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o
cualquier empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City,
por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp,
Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o
(620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@
starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a Social Relief Services,
1-800-922-4453.

honor, que se desborda de amor con
el hijo que le ha ofendido, que no
le pide cuentas, sino que se alegra
enormemente ‘porque este hijo estaba muerte y ha vuelto a la vida’”.
En ese sentido afirma que la
manera de dar a conocer “lo bueno
que es Dios” es con el testimonio y
la palabra, “siendo misericordiosos
con ellos”. En nuestro mundo, en el
que abunda el conflicto, el insulto, las
intolerancias y las descalificaciones, el
Obispo de Córdoba anima al cristiano a “anunciar que Dios es amor y
misericordia con su propia vida, como
ha hecho Jesús”.
“Qué bonito y consolador es tener
un Padre así, que siempre perdona
y nos acoge con amor. Qué bueno
tener un hermano mayor, Jesús, que
ha pagado por nuestros pecados y
nos llama a colaborar con él”, insiste.
Y anima a vivir el tiempo de preparación de la cuaresma “dejando que esa
misericordia de Dios cale en nuestro
corazón, y nos haga misericordiosos”.

El Hijo Pródigo

Rembrandt

AHORA ES EL TIEMPO! POR FAVOR RESPONDE HOY !

O

bispo Brungardt y los líderes de nuestra iglesia
necesitan tu ayuda! Estamos llevando a cabo un
estudio de planificación, la evaluación de tres metas
que han sido identificados como importantes para
nuestro futuro diocesana : obras de misericordia , la
formación de fe y vocaciones sacerdotales .
Para tener éxito , necesitamos su entrada y la de
todos nuestros fieles católicos en las 49 parroquias de
nuestra diócesis . El tiempo se agota. Esta es la última
semana para que le añada su voz mediante la adop-

ción de una breve encuesta en línea .
Por favor, vaya a www.steiergroup.com
A continuación, seleccione “Client Log-in” en la esquina superior derecha .
Haga clic en la Diócesis Católica de Dodge City e introduzca la contraseña de “Dodge City”.
Por favor tome unos minutos , completar la encuesta y ayudarnos a planear nuestro futuro juntos .
Que la gracia y las bendiciones de Dios sean con usted
y sus queridos en esta temporada de Cuaresma.
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Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
Knights of Columbus

DAN REED, FICF
(785) 472-2145 office • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

TYLER MEYER, FICF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and Greensburg councils.

ADAM CEBULA
(785) 728-2147 office • (785) 871-1991

Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

GEORGE SPINELLI, FICF, LUTCF, CLU
(785) 726-4899 office • (785) 650-3404 cell

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS
TEAsER THE FiRsT: Once upon a time, there was a girl named Pandora, who wanted a smart groom, so
she made up a few logic problems for the wannabe. This is one of them.
Based upon the inscriptions on the boxes, only one of which is true, choose one box where the wedding ring is hidden. (Editor’s Note: This puzzle made my brain hurt. I finally gave up.)
GOLDEN BOX
The ring is in this box.

Ransom Council

SHAUN LINENBERGER
(785) 301-2676 office
(785) 623-8716 cell

La Crosse, Olmitz Councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

St. SeBaStIan’S SoDUko

DARIN REED, FICF

GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
1 Purloined fruit of
Augustine’s Con9
fession
10
3 Treasury of ___
7 Doctrines
11
12
9 Latin for “to pray”
10 Day on which God
14 15
13
created man (Gen
16
17
18
1:26–31)
11 Palms are burned to
20
21
22
19
make these
12 President Johnson’s
23
24
daughter who con25 26
27
verted to Catholicism
28
13 Patron saint of mothers
29
30
31
32
14 “___ Mary”
35 36
33 34
17 Tool of trade for
Peter and Andrew
37
20 They blew these
outside the walls of
38
Jericho
23 Creche
39
40
41
24 “…the ___ will be
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
first…” (Mt 20:16)
25 Oscar-winning acDOWN
18 Religious ceremony
tress who converted to Ca- 1 Sacred song
19 NT epistle
tholicism, Jane ___
2 Part of the Eucharistic 21 Nevada diocese
28 Type of cross
Prayer
22 One of the traditional names
29 Woody’s son, a convert to 3 “Ite, ___ est”
of 8D
Catholicism
4 “On the third day he ___ 25 Catholic publishers, Sheed
31 ___ in the blood of the
again”
and ___
Lamb
5 Notre Dame nickname, “The 26 Brynner who played pharaoh
33 Judas’ blood money bought
Fighting ___”
in “The Ten Commandit (Mt 27:6-8)
6 Matthew collected this before
ments”
35 Focal place of the Mass
he met Jesus
27 ___ of the Lord
37 OT prophetic book
7 Papal dispensation permitting 28 Biblical money
38 Number of sacraments, in
a deviation from church law 30 Patriarch respite, perhaps
Roman numerals
8 Wise Men
31 Communion host
39 Worms meeting that de- 11 Bible book about the early 32 Version of the Bible
nounced Luther
Christians
34 Letters above the cross
40 Martyred Salvadoran, Bishop 12 Satan, the Father of ___
36 Pertaining to the non-ordained
Romero
15 Mother of Mary
members of the Church
41 Say the rosary
16 Ark passenger
37 Patron saint of lawyers

Plains, Dighton, Liberal, Ulysses, Hugoton,
Johnson, Lakin, Elkhart, Ingalls, Syracuse, Satanta.
Larned, Belpre, St. John, Seward, Ness City,
Great Bend, Spearville, Wright, Fowler, Windthorst, Dodge
City, Jetmore, Kinsley, and Ashland councils.

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 259-2335 cell
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SILVER BOX
The ring is not in this box.

LEAD BOX
The ring is not in the golden box.
And here is the second test.
At least one inscription
is true and at least one is
false. Which means the ring
is in the...
GOLDEN BOX
The ring is not in the
silver box.
SILVER BOX
The ring is not in this box.
LEAD BOX
The ring is in this box.
(Left) To solve a Soduko, fill
in the table so that the numbers from 1 to 9 will be in
each column, each row and
each 3x3 box only once. Every sudoku puzzle can have
only one correct solution.
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PrIeStS on the PraIrIe

Father J. Luke Carroll - March 13, 1951

F

Father Carroll was one
of seven priests of the
Diocese of Wichita who
died during 1951.

M

ather Carroll was born in Burlington, Kansas, on Dec.
1, 1896. He moved with his family at an early age to
Great Bend where they were members of St. Rose of
Lima Parish. He was ordained as a member of the Passionist Fathers on May 29, 1920.
In 1942, after 22 years of conducting parish missions
and retreats, he joined the Diocese of Wichita.
He first served as an assistant at Blessed Sacrament,
Wichita, (1942-43). His pastorates included: St. Patrick,
Galena, with the missions of St. Joseph, Baxter Springs
and St. Rose, Columbus, (1943-44); St. Catherine,
Dubuque, (1944-46), and St. Peter, Schulte, (1946-7).
In September of 1947, due to illness, he resigned his
pastorate and was again appointed assistant at Blessed
Sacrament. His health gradually failed him and for the last
two years of his life he was unable to do much priestly
work. He took a sick leave during the last year of his life
and lived with his mother and sister in Great Bend.
Father Carroll died at St. Rose Hospital on March 13,
1951 at the age of 54. The funeral was celebrated in St.
Rose of Lima Church on March 16. The Very Rev. T.J.
O’Sullivan, V.G. was the celebrant. Burial was in the
Great Bend Cemetery. Bishop Mark K. Carroll, who was
away at the time, was unable to be present for the rites.
Note: Father Carroll was one of seven priests of the
Diocese of Wichita who died during 1951. The others were Fathers Oscar Vogel, Theodore Hard, Patrick
O’Leary, Frank Butler, A.P. Heimann and Patrick Nagle.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

105 Layton Street

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

ariamante

Catholic Art, Books & Gifts
2035 E. Iron, Salina, KS

Religious Articles Liquidation Sale! All In-Store Merchandise

40% off in March & April, 50% off in May, 60% off in June

Come and see! — 9-12, 1-5 Tuesday through Friday
Saturdays and evenings by appointment; call Mrs. Mona Marrs, 785-826-5503

waddell.com

Member SIPC

Paula Mueting
Financial Advisor
2012 B First Ave
Dodge City, KS 67801
620-225-5903

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437

When you want to

Sell or Buy a Farm or Ranch
Call (316) 218-7481

Michael Beckerman
GOLDEN, INC. REALTORS

855-392-9333.

Cell: (316) 218-7481
Email: dirtdlr@yahoo.com

aDVantaGe

Page 14 March 13, 2016

Submit photos,
articles
Readers are valued contributors to this newspaper. Do
you have a photo or photos
from an event in your parish that you would like to
submit to the Catholic? Or
perhaps you would like to
write a feature story or column. To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines
ISSUE:
DEADLINE:
March 27 March 16
April 10
March 30
April 24
April 13
May 8
April 27
May 22
May 11
Dates are subject to
change.

Your ad here
To place an ad, call Tim Wenzl,
(620) 227-1556, or email twenzl@dcdiocese.org. The Catholic
prints more than 6,500 issues,
which are distributed by subscription, and at parishes across
southwest Kansas. Costs can be
found at dcdiocese.org/register/
advertising-information.

ANSWERS

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Largest
Selection of

Complete Family Vision Care
• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding
Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

Word Search
PROVERBS—THE WISE
N Y L S U O

I

Catholic Gifts & Books

Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

T U A C E V

I

L H

E O R E D O N O T B O A S T Q L
D C

I

O S N C J

F N T B G A S

I

W O

I

T O N A H Y S G G N J H V

Y A O V C P U M N Z D X B K U E
D L

I

G D E E O M M D G S H N E

Y R W T N A R H C O Y C D C E V
I

O O O P

I

O R T E C X L L V

G N T L L A T T O R K D W F

I

I
E

C O S R E S T S N C O A E X L C
T H

I

U O H R

I

I

E E F T E O R

S D

I

D Y Q T E E S T V E E H E

I

N G N W V C R G N R S O R N P

U

I

V F N H M B A N T E

I

L A J

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month

L F V J A S U N Y E A L P L X C
W A L E H T P E E K F G Y Z S F
ANGER SLOWLY
CARE FOR THE POOR
DO NOT BOAST
FEAR THE LORD
FIND HONOR

HEED COMMANDS
KEEP THE LAW
LISTEN TO ADVICE
LIVE CAUTIOUSLY
LOVE CORRECTION

PERCEIVE EVIL
PERSIST IN GOOD
SHUN EVIL
TAKE COUNSEL
WAIT PATIENTLY

New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

P E A R
S
N
A
A
L
M
A
M O N I C
E
T
I
S
S
C R I B
S
W
O
T A
R
A R
F I E L D
N
E
R
N
D I E T

M E R
I
O
S
S
S H E
A
S
H O
E
Y M A
U
L O
A L
I S A
V I I
O S C

I T
R A
I X
S
H A
N
R N
E
N
O
W
T A
F
E
A R

F
E
A
R
L
I
E
S

I S
N
D
U C
L
T
B
L A
L
T
S H
A
Z
A
P R

E D
O
U
A
A Y
R
I
S T
E
M S
A
G
I E

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

“God’s mercy is so great that
you may sooner drain the sea
of its water, or deprive the
sun of its light, or make space
too narrow, than diminish the
Great mercy of God.”

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Distributors of

Compartir
Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

White Collar
Workers Needed

Father Wesley Schawe • (620) 227-1533 • vocations@dcdiocese.org

FiRsT: The given conditions indicate that only the inscription on
the lead box is true. So the ring
is in the silver box.
SECOND PART: The ring must be
in the golden box, otherwise all
the inscriptions would be either
true or false.
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Bishop John’s calendar: March 13-27
March 13: Lenten Penance Service at
St. Ann Catholic Church in Olmitz at 4
p.m.; Lenten Penance Service at St. John
the Evangelist Church in Hoisington at 7
p.m.
March 14: Sacred Heart School visit in
Ness City at 8:30 a.m.
March 15: Presbyteral Council Meeting at the Chancery
March 16: Confirmation at St. Anthony

Church in Hanston at 6:30 p.m.
March 17: Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge
City at 11 a.m.
March 18: Curia Director’s Meeting at
the Chancery
March 19: Confirmation at St. John
the Evangelist Church in Hoisington at 10
a.m.; TEC Confessions at St. Dominic in
Garden City

March 20: Palm Sunday Mass at St.
Mary Church in Garden City at 8 a.m.
March 21: TEC Mass at St Dominic
Church in Garden City at 2:30 p.m.
March 24: Mass of the Lord’s Last
Supper at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Dodge City at 7 p.m.
March 25: Celebration of the Lord’s
Passion at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Dodge City at Noon

March 26: St. Joseph Catholic School
Alumni Luncheon in Ellinwood; Mass of
the Easter Vigil at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City at 8:30
p.m.
March 27: Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord Masses at St. Mary
Church in Garden City in English at 8 a.m.
and in Spanish at 1 p.m.

Obituaries
Patricia A. Petz, 78, of St. Joseph
Parish, Ellinwood, died Feb. 22,
2016. She was a member of the
Altar Society. Survivors include
her husband, Lee Petz; sons,
Marvin Petz, Dean Petz, Jerome
Petz; daughter, Cindy Ringering;
brothers, James Spicer, and Tony
Spicer; sisters, Virginia Sockrider
and Carol Bogart; and several
grandchildren. Father Terrance
Klein presided.
Isidro Rodriguez, 90, of Prince
of Peace Parish at St. Rose of
Lima Church, died Feb. 23, 2016.
Survivors include his wife, Irma;
three sons, Martin Rodriguez, Raul
Rodriguez, and Aaron Rodriguez;
two daughters, Irma Galvan and
Mayra Contreras; 20 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
Father Don Bedore presided.
Nellie Trujillo, 93, of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Dodge City, died Feb. 21, 2016.
She was born on June 7, 1922
in the Mexican village, Dodge
City. She is survived by one son,
Mario Trujillo; five daughters,
Jane Martinez, Veronica Trujillo,
Patricia Trujillo, Eva Ontiberos,
and Theresa Trujillo; seven sisters,
Teresa Mendez, Isabel Kelley,
Carol Torrez, Josephine Rodriguez,
Elenore Lacer, Margaret Torrez,
and Delores Parker; 38 grand-

children, 38 great-grandchildren,
and 12 great-great-grandchildren.
Father Wesley Schawe presided.
(Read an interview with Nellie
conducted by her great-grandson,
Freddy Ontiberos, for a school
history project in 2002: http://
mexicanvillage.weebly.com/textnellie-trujillo.html.)
Janice A. Riedlinger, 76, of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died Feb.
19, 2016. Survivors include her
children, Lynnette Hatfield, Lori
Titsworth, and Bill Riedlinger; nine
grandchildren; her siblings, Don
Stegman, Wayne Stegman, Patricia Coates, Bernadette Worcester,
Evelyn Stegman, Rean Stegman,
and Dean Stegman; and numerous great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and cousins.
Elfrieda Addie Cecilia Lang Woydziak of Immaculate Conception
Parish, Claflin, died Feb. 25, 2016.
She was a Barton County resident
all her life until July of 2014 when
she moved to Boulder, Colo. She
was a member of Dubuque and
Claflin Altar Societies, Christian
Mothers, and the D of I for more
than 50 years. Survivors include
her daughter, Bonnie Woydziak
Burkhart; daughter-in-law, Beth
Woydziak; brother, Marvin Lang;
six grandchildren; 10 great-grand-

children; and three great-greatgrandchildren. Father Terrance
Klein presided.
Gilbert G. Urban, 93, of Sacred
Heart Parish, Larned, died Feb.
28, 2016. He was a member of
the Knights of Columbus and
worked with the Pawnee County
Food Bank for 10 years. A WWII
veteran, he served in Europe
with the 13th Armored Infantry
Division. He and his wife, Mary
Anna Ebenkamp, celebrated their
69th anniversary on Aug. 5, 2015.
Other survivors include son, David
Soldotna; daughters, Linda Urban,
Janice Pardoe, and Barbara Carveth; sisters Elma Seachris and
Thelma Elder; eight-grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren. Father Warren Stecklein presided.
Helen Marcellus Rowland, 91,
of St. Anthony Parish, Liberal, died
Feb. 26, 2016. Surviving children
are Constance Paynter, Dennis L.
Rowland, and Rebecca Williams;
10 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and siblings Charles Marcellus, Margaret Sullivan, Bonnie
Lofland, and Janice McCoid.
Thomas “Tom” J. Vogel, 74,
of the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City,
died Feb. 28, 2016. Survivors include his wife, Betty; sons, Shane
and Scott; daughters, Staci Pencis

and Christi Taylor; brothers, Gary
Vogel and George Vogel; nine
grandchildren; several great
grandchildren; and two nephews and a niece. Father Aneesh
Parappanattu presided.
Betty Mae Axman, 89, of St.
Ann Parish, Olmitz, died Feb. 29,
2016. She worked as a cook’s assistant at the Dominican Sisters
Motherhouse. She was a member of the Altar Society, and was
a 50-year member of the Daughters of Isabella. Survivors include children, Lillian Palsmeier,
Barbara Boldt, Paul Axman, Joe
Axman, and Rita Hickel; brothers, Richard Smolik and Robert
Smolik; 13 grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren. Father
Ultan Murphy and Father Charles
Mazouch presided.
Luther “Mickey” McMurphy,
74, of St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Liberal, died Feb. 21, 2016.
He served his country in the Army
Reserves. He enjoyed raising
and training quarter horses and
ultimately showing one heading horse at the AQHA Kansas

Championship in 1971. Survivors include his wife, Margaret;
daughter, Kelly Eakes; son, Dallas
McMurphy; several grandchildren and a great-granddaughter.
Father Jim Dieker presided.
Eileen Marie Schmitt, 88, of
St. Nicholas Parish, Kinsley, died
March 1, 2016. For many years,
she was an active member of
St. Nicholas Church, including
volunteering as a religious education teacher. Survivors include a
daughter, Susan Schmitt; a son,
Thomas Schmitt; sister-in-law,
Louise Meyer; six grandchildren;
and six great-grandchildren. Father John Strasser presided.
Roberto Ochoa, 83, of St.
Mary Parish, Garden City, died
on March 4, 2016. Survivors
include13 children: Amelia Solis;
Hilario Ochoa; Isabel Ochoa; J. Roberto Ochoa; Corina Ortiz; J. Eloy
Ochoa; Ernestina Jaquez; Ambrosio Ochoa; Gildardo Ochoa; Olivia
Armendariz; Sandra Marquez;
Avelino Ochoa; and Crisoforo
Ochoa; 37 grandchildren; and 34
great-grandchildren.

Scripture Readings
Sunday, March 13;
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21 / Philippians 3:814 / John 8:1-11
Monday, March 14
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 3362 or 13:41-62 / John 8:12-20
Tuesday, March 15
Numbers 21:4-9/ John 8:21-30
Wednesday, March 16
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95 / John
8:31-42

/ Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22 / Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24, or Luke
2:41-51
Sunday, March 20;
Passion (Palm) Sunday
The Procession
Luke 19:28-40 / Luke 19:28-40
Readings for Mass
Isaiah 50:4-7 / Philippians 2:6-11
/ Luke 22:14--23:56 or 23:1-49
Monday, March 21
Isaiah 42:1-7 / John 12:1-11

Thursday, March 17
Genesis 17:3-9 / John 8:51-59

Tuesday, March 22
Isaiah 49:1-6 / John 13:21-33,
36-38

Friday, March 18
Jeremiah 20:10-13/ John 10:3142

Wednesday, March 23
Isaiah 50:4-9 / Matthew 26:1425

Saturday, March 19; Saint
Joseph, Husband of Mary
Second Samuel 7:4-5, 12-14, 16

Thursday, March 24; Holy
Thursday
Isaiah 61:1-3, 6, 8-9 / Revelation

1:5-8 / Luke 4:16-21
Evening Mass of the
Lord’s Supper
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 / First Corinthians 11:23-26 / John 13:1-15
Friday, March 25; Good Friday
No Daily Mass Celebrated
Celebration of the
Lord’s Passion
Isaiah 52:13--53:12 / Hebrews
4:14-16; 5:7-9 / John 18:1--19:42
Saturday, March 26
No Daily Mass Celebrated
Readings for Vigil Mass
for Easter Sunday
Genesis 1:1--2:2 or 1:1, 26-31 /
Romans 6:3-11 / Luke 24:1-12
Sunday, March 27;
Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34, 37-43 / Colossians
3:1-4, or First Corinthians 5:6-8 /
John 20:1-9

Remembrance
When you’ve lost a loved one
think of us for all your funeral
needs. We’ll help you make their
remembrance, a family tribute.

Funeral Chapel

FA M I LY O W N E D & O P E R AT E D

1901 N. 14th Avenue

Dodge City, KS

620-225-0518 www.zieglerfuneralchapel.com
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Pope: murdered Missionaries of Charity are martyrs of indifference
By Elise Harris
den, Yemen (CNA) -- Pope Francis condemned the
“diabolical violence” of the March 4 deadly attack
on a nursing home in Yemen, acknowledging in a special
way the four Missionaries of Charity sisters who were
killed during the siege.
“His Holiness Pope Francis was shocked and profoundly saddened to learn of the killing of four Missionaries of Charity and 12 others at a home for the elderly
in Aden,” said Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro
Parolin March 5, the day after the event.
Killed were Sister Anselm from India, Sister Margherite from Rwanda, Sister Reginette from Rwanda, and
Sister Judith from Kenya.
One nun who survived and was rescued by locals said
that she hid inside a fridge in a store room.
The Sisters and the 12 staff member and volunteers
were killed when gunmen stormed the senior care
home March 4. Two gunmen reportedly told a guard
they were on a visit to their mother. They entered the
home with rifles and opened fire. While two gunmen
surrounded the home, the others moved from room
to room, handcuffing victims and shooting them in the
head.
The Pope sent “the assurance of his prayers for the
dead and his spiritual closeness to their families and
to all affected from this act of senseless and diabolical
violence.
“He prays that this pointless slaughter will awaken
consciences, lead to a change of heart, and inspire all
parties to lay down their arms and take up the path of
dialogue.”

A

Pope Francis called for those involved
in the nation’s ongoing conflict “to
renounce violence, and to renew their
commitment to the people of Yemen,
particularly those most in need,” who
the Missionaries of Charity and collaborators “sought to serve.”
“Upon everyone suffering from this
violence, the Holy Father invokes
God’s blessing, and in a special way
he extends to the Missionaries of
Charity his prayerful sympathy and
solidarity.”
On Sunday, March 6, the Holy Father
said that the sisters who were killed “are
the martyrs of today…they gave their
blood for the Church, (yet) they are not
in the papers, they are not news,” he
The Missionaries of Charity killed in Yemen last week. Sisters Anselm
said.
from India, Margherite from Rwanda, Reginette from Rwanda, and Judith
Francis lamented that the sisters are
from Kenya were killed along with 12 volunteers and staff members at
not only the victims of their killers, but
the retirement home that they ran in Aden.
“also of indifference, of this globalization
of indifference, which doesn’t care.”
Charity, the community founded by Blessed Mother
He prayed for the sisters and the other 12 people
Teresa. At least five of the volunteers who were killed
killed in the attack, as well as their families, asking that
were Ethiopian. Many were Yemenis. The nursing home
Mother Teresa would accompany her “martyr daughters had around 80 residents, who were unharmed.
of charity” in paradise, and intercede in obtaining peace
Father Tom Uzhunnalil, a Salesian priest from India
“and the sacred respect of human life.”
who had been staying with the sisters since his church
Pope Francis’ spoke to pilgrims present in St. Peter’s
was attacked and burned last September, has been
Square for his March 6 Angelus address, just two days
missing since the attack, Agenzia Fides reports. Sources
after the March 4 attack.
close to CNA say the priest was abducted from the conThe four nuns were sisters of the Missionaries of
vent chapel.

HELP WANTED
Catholic Diocese of Wichita, KS
Office of Faith Formation
Program Coordinator with Emphasis on Catechist Formation and
Program Coordinator with Emphasis on Totus Tuus
FT Program Coordinator with Emphasis on Catechist Formation
will oversee diocesan wide efforts in providing catechists with
spiritual encouragement, catechetical formation and pedagogical
training. In cooperation with the director they will train catechists,
develop and maintain curriculum for catechist training, recruit
trainers throughout the diocese, implement and update modern
methods of formation including online and distance education
opportunities, have knowledge of the latest technology, act as a
resource for catechists and collaborate with the entire Office of
Faith Formation staff.
FT Program Coordinator with emphasis in Totus Tuus camp and
parish programs will have responsibilities to include: recruiting
and hiring Totus Tuus camp director and teachers, purchasing
team supplies, reviewing and updating curriculum, registering and
scheduling parishes, and meeting with new parish coordinators.
This position will collaborate with the entire Office of Faith Formation team and will coordinate other programs as the need arises.
Deadline for accepting resumes for both openings is noon, March
23, 2016. For requirements and additional information regarding
either position, please check our job posting at http://catholicdioceseofwichita.org, Ministries & Offices, Human Resources. Please
submit a cover letter, resume with references and salary requirements to: powellp@catholicdioceseofwichita.org

You are all
personally invited
to a celebration
held in my
Son’s honor.
-- God

Divine Mercy Radio celebrates ‘Year of
Mercy’ with pilgrimage to national shrine
Father Don Bedore to be spiritual director; Register by April 1

H

AYS and GREAT BEND
- Divine Mercy Radio,
a Catholic radio station
announces that it, along
with Corporate Travel,
will host a pilgrimage to
the National Shrine of Divine Mercy in Stockbridge,
Mass., July 23-27.
“We wanted to do
something during this Jubilee Year of Mercy since
we are Divine Mercy Radio,” Donetta Robben,
Executive Director of the
station, said. “There are
many trips to Rome and
Poland during this Year
of Mercy, and we want
to provide something
for those who might not
be able to afford a foreign trip.”
Pope Francis declared this year an extraordinary holy year – a Jubilee Year of Mercy which
concludes Nov. 20.
The pilgrimage will provide prayer and faith as
well as visiting some historical sites in Boston.
Travel will be by plane from Kansas City International airport. Father Don Bedore, Pastor of
Prince of Peace Parish in Great Bend, will be the
spiritual director on the pilgrimage.
There will be Mass each day at a new pilgrim-

age site, as the Boston area is home to many
historical Catholic Churches.
A full day will be spent at the National Shrine
of Divine Mercy. A guided tour of walks along
the freedom trail and a Boston harbor sunset
sightseeing cruise also will be available.
In order to have a guaranteed hotel room on
the pilgrimage, registration needs to be received
by April 1. For a complete schedule and registration form, go to dvmercy.com or call Divine Mercy
Radio at (785) 621.4110.

“It is by God’s mercy that we are saved. May we never
tire of spreading this joyful message to the world.”
-- Pope Francis

