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Cristo ha resucitado!

Chúa Kitô đã sống lại

+ Most Rev.
John B.
Brungardt

Diocese of
Dodge City

Part 1

O

n the feast day of St. John of God, patron of
hospitals and the sick, my doctor informed
me that I had a benign brain tumor, and he was
sending me right away by ambulance to Via Christi
– St. Francis hospital in Wichita. The gospel for
that day was about the man ill for 38 years being cured by Jesus: “‘rise, take up your mat, and
walk.’ immediately the man became well” (John
5:8-9).
On the Fourth Friday in Lent, in the afternoon,
I had brain surgery to successfully remove the
tumor. The first reading taught us that day: “God
will take care of him” (Wisdom 2:20), as the Father
took care of Jesus, of me. I took great strength
from the psalmist: “the Lord is close to the brokenhearted … from all their distress he rescues
them” (Psalm 34).
On the Fifth Sunday in Lent, in the afternoon, I
returned to the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, my
flock. I missed you. I love you. My deepest appreciation, thanks, and gratitude for all your prayers,
well-wishes, sacrifices, and thoughts for me during
this trial. You and my family and friends were and
are great inspirations to me. You sustained me as
our Merciful Lord healed me. The RCIA gospel for
that Sunday is Jesus raising His friend Lazarus from
the dead: “and Jesus wept … see how he loved
him … Lazarus, come out!” (John 11).
Indeed, Jesus is our Easter Joy, for He promised:
“i am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” Let us each answer with our whole
heart as Martha did: “yes, Lord, i have come to
believe that you are the christ, the Son of God”
(John 11). My answer is a profound YES.
On Good Friday, my doctor scheduled me to
have the 30 staples removed from my head incision (!), and my further healing in the Lord will
continue. Be assured of my prayers and love during my recovery. Please give thanks to our many
dedicated health care workers who, like St. John
of God, devote their lives to this corporal work of
mercy. Please today visit, call, text, email or postal
mail someone who is ill or grieving. Let Our Mother
Mary comfort each of us. Let us reach out with Jesus’
healing touch. He is the Divine Physician, the Doctor
of our body and soul, who loves us so much!

‘A man of
mercy’

timken parish
celebrates
Father emil Kapaun
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Bishop Brungardt recovers from
surgery to remove brain tumor
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Former holy Family, timken pastor, Father emil Kapaun, celebrates Mass while serving in the Korean War.
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Another Way

H

oly Week is gone now,
with all its natural and
supernatural drama. Before
we put it away in the attic until
next year, we might linger longer over some of its substance.
After the Fall, the Lord could
have written the human race
off as a failure. At that moment, we were. We made our
choice, and He could have left
us to our own devices, to fend
for ourselves. It would have
been simple for Him.
After the Fall, the Lord could
have forgiven our sin, with
no further questions asked,

with no conditions imposed.
It would have been simple for
Him.
But He chose to do neither
of these. After the Fall, He
chose that the sin done in human nature, should be undone
in human nature. It was only
right. It was only fair. It was
only just. It was poetic justice
even. This was exquisitely
simple for Him.
For the act by which Christ
redeemed us was a wholly
human act. The life He offered
was his human life. The suffering He endured was in His

body, mind, and spirit. The
death He sustained was the
separation of His soul and
body. In this way, He undid
what had been done.
How could that be possible,
you say? Because the person who did the undoing was
wholly God, the Second Person
of the Trinity. That’s what
gave the act an infinite value.
That’s what permitted it to
touch every man and woman
of every time and place.
Rejoice in that this Easter
Season, and ask the Lord for the
grace to make it your very own.

Bishop emeritus
ronald M. Gilmore

Bishop Brungardt recovers from surgery to remove brain tumor

B

ishop John B. Brungardt is recovering after undergoing a March 11
surgical procedure to remove a small,
benign brain tumor.
The news came to the chancery
staff on Tuesday, March 8, that the
bishop had been transported by
ambulance to Via Christi – St. Francis
Hospital in Wichita.
The following day, staff received
a notification from Father Robert
Schremmer, Vicar General, which
read, in part: “There is a small tumor
in his brain that is in a favorable location and gives every indication that it
is benign and that it is very treatable.
It is anticipated that Bishop John
will remain in the hospital four to six
days.”
The note came with a message
from Bishop Brungardt:
“My Dear faithful of the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City, family and
friends -- I offer my trials for you,
united in our Suffering Jesus this

Lent.
“Dear Jesus -- Let me rest in your
wounded side, deep within your
Sacred Heart, where I am at home
and safe and at peace, receiving
grace upon grace from the Father, the
Holy Spirit, and You Dear Lord. Mary,
Mother of Mercy pray for us.
“Please pray for me, and be assured of my prayers. Jesus loves us
more than we can ask or imagine!”
Prayer requests were placed on
the diocesan website; Chancery staff
gathered together in the chapel to
pray for the bishop.
On Saturday, March 12, an email
was sent by the bishop’s brother,
Doctor Gerard Brungardt, a professor
at KU Medical Center Wichita campus, from Via Christi – St. Francis:
“Bishop John’s surgery went very
well. The brain tumor was safely
removed, and he is in excellent spirits
as he begins his recovery. On this, the
morning after surgery, Bishop John

has already been for a (well supervised!) short walk in the hall and
looks forward to getting back to his
diocesan family and home in Dodge
City.”
This, too, included a note from
Bishop Brungardt:
“Many thanks and praise to our
Divine Physician, Jesus Christ, our
Savior, Brother, and Friend. My heartfelt thanks for all the prayers, intercessions and sacrifices of the people
of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City,
my family and friends, and the tremendous skill and compassion of my
health care family.
“Let us ‘all be one’ (John 17:21).
Let us unite in encounter, invitation,
and accompaniment in the Lord.
Mother Mary, hold our hands.”
On Sunday, March 13, the bishop
returned to the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City, and continues to recover.
“I express my deepest gratitude for
the many prayers of my flock, family,

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and
volunteers who work with children to participate in a
Protecting God’s Children awareness session. Through the
Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other educational efforts
of the diocese, all people of the diocese can learn how to
discuss different aspects of abuse -- including sexual abuse -with children and how to teach them to protect themselves.
Currently scheduled sessions are as follows:

and friends during this Lenten brain
tumor trial,” Bishop Brungardt said.
“One scripture that sustained me was
from the father who asked Jesus to
heal his son, who had an unclean spirit. Jesus said to the father ‘all things
can be done for the one who believes.’ The father replied ‘i believe,
help my unbelief’ (Mark 9:23-24).
“As we continue our Lenten journey, let us beg our Merciful Heavenly
Father for a deepening of faith. Let
us revitalize our prayer, fasting,
almsgiving, and corporal and spiritual works of mercy, especially to the
ill. Always turn to Jesus, as did this
father. Let Our Lady of Guadalupe
intercede for you, as she says of her
Son ‘Do whatever he tells you’ (John
2:5). My prayers are with you. Go,
proclaim the Good News of Jesus with
Great Joy. Jesus loves us more than
we can ask or imagine!”
Please continue to keep the bishop
in your prayers.

PGC HOTLINE

ellinwood, KS
Saturday, april 23, 2016
From: 9 a.m.-Noon
St. Joseph’s Parish Center
214 N. Main St
Ellinwood, KS 67526
PGC Facilitator: Donna Staab (620) 786-5785
Contact Person: Rachel Manley (620) 680-2119

I

f you or someone you know may have been a victim of
sexual abuse by clergy, an employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Dodge City, you are asked to contact Mr. Dave
Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051
work; (620) 225-2412 home; dsnapp3@starrtech.net.
You always have the right to directly contact the Department for Children and Families/Kansas Protection
Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.
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Inside the Heart of God: holding my daughter as she lay dying
People say there are no words for this, but there are ...
“This is where I have to
pause the story. This is
where I have to tell you
that if someone told me
what would happen next, I
would glare and shake my
head fiercely and deny that
such a thing could ever exist. Let alone happen to me.
That it sounded like pure
sentiment, a wistful dream.
Nothing like reality.”

Franco and
Laura Kelly
Fanucci, with
baby Abby.
Used with
permission.

By Laura Kelly Fanucci
here are so many stories I want to tell
you. Stories of our daughters’ births,
lives and deaths. Stories that have ended,
and stories that are just beginning.
Some stories will take months and
years before I can share. Some stories I
will hold sacred and secret until the end
of my days.
But this is the story I have to tell you
now.
Margaret Susan and Abigail Kathleen
were born on a Saturday evening via csection. When we finally got to sleep late
that night, they were stable in the NICU.
By Sunday morning, they were not. We
spent Sunday afternoon holding Maggie
as she died in our arms.
People say there are no words for this,
but there are. They are just achingly hard
words. People say that parents should
not have to go through this, but they do.
It is just overwhelmingly awful.
But what everyone agrees upon is
that having to do this two days in a row
— having to hold two children while their
breathing slows and their hearts stop
— is unbearable. Beyond the pale. Nothing but nightmare.
I am here to tell you that it is not.
On Sunday we collapsed into bed with
the full weight of grief. We knew the
morning would bring the task anew, that
now we had to say good-bye to Abby. I
sobbed myself to sleep and cried myself
awake. I did not know how to do what
we had to do.
We dragged our feet. We tried to eat
breakfast. We prayed with the chaplain. Finally, the terrible hospital phone
screamed its shrill ring again. We knew
we had to go. I winced into the wheelchair, and Franco wheeled me slowly
down the hallways we had come to hate,
happy paintings of animals and butterflies, cheerful photos of miracle survivors.
When we entered Abby’s room, her
nurse asked if we wanted to hold her for
a while before they started disconnecting all her tubes. There was no rush, she
said. We could take all the time with her

T

that we wanted. And did we want to do
skin-to-skin time with her?
The lump in my throat escaped into
a sob. No. I wanted to do skin-to-skin
with two healthy twins ready to nurse. I
did not want to do this with a tiny, sick
preemie who would die within hours. I
wanted anything but this.
The nurse persisted, gently. I could tell
Franco was reluctant and weary too. But
something nudged us to relent. Okay, we
said. We would hold her skin to skin.
This is where I have to pause the story.
This is where I have to tell you that if
someone told me what would happen
next, I would glare and shake my head
fiercely and deny that such a thing could
ever exist. Let alone happen to me. That
it sounded like pure sentiment, a wistful
dream. Nothing like reality.
I have to tell you this because I understand how the next part of the story
sounds.
The nurses uncoiled Abby from her
nest of cords and tubes. I tugged my shirt
over my head and pulled the hospital
gown around my shoulders. I inched back
into the recliner, rows of stitches from
Saturday’s two surgeries sending searing pain across my stomach. They slowly
placed Abby onto my chest, covered her
with layers of warm blankets, and left the
room.
And every last dredge of sadness left
my body.
I started to smile. I started to grin.
This is not the reaction you expect when
nurses place your dying baby to your
skin. But everything turned inside out. I
was flooded with peace. I was filled with
the deepest joy I have ever felt. I could
not understand why sorrow and grief had
occupied any inch of my body before that
instant. This was a different world.
Abby breathed and I breathed. She
stretched out her hands across my chest,
reaching with her tiny fingers. I held the
smallest small of her back, felt her lungs
and heart flutter against mine. I closed
my eyes and sat there, smiling. The nurse
came into the room and shook her head:
I can’t believe you are smiling. Franco

whispered into my ear, I wish you could
see how you look right now. You are so
full of joy.
It transformed everything.
After a while I tried to rationalize,
gently. Surely this was just the oxytocin
high I missed after delivery. All the love
hormones rushing to help me bond with
baby and let down my milk. I understood
the physiology of labor and birth; I knew
science could explain this. But after
20, 30, 40 minutes of unrelenting joy, I
started to wonder why there was no dip
in the surge. Why I could not conjure a
single sentiment of sadness. Why I could
not remember why I had wept when we
said good-bye to Maggie, when we knew
this perfect joy was what awaited her.
It made no sense.
I opened my eyes, still smiling. Franco
was at peace next to me, his body
relaxed, his eyes unred. Do you want to
take a turn? I asked him. Of course. He
smiled. So with the help of two nurses,
we carefully lifted Abby from my chest
and placed her onto his. He closed his
eyes and grinned; she stretched out her
arms and held him.
And right before my eyes, I watched
the exact same joy unfold on his face.
It was all the same bliss.
We held Abby for hours. We took
turns. We took photos. Whenever we
opened our eyes to talk, we had the
same bewildered conversation.
I’m not sad anymore. This makes no
sense. You look just like I feel. I have
never felt so much joy. I think this is honestly what heaven must be. I never knew
anything could feel like this.
And this is the part of the story I want
to impress upon you, as deeply as that 1
lb, 5 oz baby impressed herself upon my
chest. This was the happiest I have ever
been.
You know those flashes you glimpse,
when life seems perfect for an instant? A
wedding day, the birth of a baby, a sunsoaked summer evening. We all have a
handful of moments. Fleeting foretastes
of the beyond. Glimmers of how good life
can be here below.

But everything that had flashed before? It was nothing like we felt in that
NICU room. This was heaven stretched
out for hours.
It seemed audacious to say at first. We
laughed about lumping ourselves into the
same category as Aquinas and so much
straw. Who dares put themselves in the
company of saints and visions?
And yet. And yet after hours soaking in
this unrelenting joy, we could only conclude that we had been given a rare and
perfect gift. We were in it together. Our
tiny daughter, our second dying child,
had opened up a space we never knew
existed.
We were right inside the heart of God.
I will never again feel that much joy
this side of whatever comes next. I am
absolutely sure of this. And if I could
share only a sliver of what it felt and
breathed and loved like in that NICU
room, you would never again fear any
doubt of the divine or the existence of an
afterlife. I am certain of this, so deep and
enduring was what we experienced. It is
anchored in every fiber of my body from
now on.
This is the story I have to tell you. That
right inside what we expected to be the
worst day of our lives, we were given
the fullness of joy. That as we met death
face-to-face, we found it to be life. That
when we expected despair, we discovered nothing but love.
It is a story that makes no sense. It is
a story that changes everything. It is a
story that has transformed what makes
up our very being, how we want to spend
the rest of our lives, and everything we
know about God.
It may be only the beginning of the
best story I have ever been given to
share.
Laura Kelly Fanucci is an award-winning author of books on parenting,
faith-and-life issues and discipleship.
She blogs at Mothering Spirit, where this
piece originally ran. It is reposted here
with kind permission.
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Miracles are everywhere

I

had a dream the other night that I died and
went to Heaven. There, sitting on a rock
overlooking a beautiful wooded valley, was
Jesus.
“Dave! Over here!”
I walked over and sat down. “I didn’t know
they had valleys in Heaven,” I said, because
frankly I was too nervous to think of anything
else to say.
“Oh, sure,” Jesus replied. “God saw how well
they worked on Earth and thought, you know
what? These would go really great in my living room. But then, my Father’s always been
a great decorator.”
“Yeah,” I nodded, looking up into the sky.
“Clouds are awesome.”
Jesus followed my gaze. “He’s particularly
proud of cumulonimbus. … That and otters.”
“Otters?”
“Yeah. You know that part in the Bible where
I say, ‘Look at the birds in the air; they do not
sow…’? Well, He wanted me to use ‘otters’
instead. I’m like, really? I said, Father, don’t
thou thinketh birds wouldst be a tad less … um
… ambiguous? Because that’s how we talked
back then. He said, ‘Okay, fine. Use birds. I’m
just God after all. What do I know?’ But really,
He was fine with it.”
The more we conversed, the more comfortable I felt with the Lord. I told him how things
had gotten so crazy back on Earth, what with
the terrorists and the weirdly irrational presidential election and all.
“‘Irrational’ is right. But really, when have
things not been crazy on Earth?” he asked.
“Wait. I take that back. There was a time when
all was at peace. When people turned to each
other with love in their hearts, when people
thought more of the welfare of others than they
did of themselves. I believe it was on a Tuesday.
Around brunch. I remember St. Michael asking,
‘Do you think it will last?’ But before he could
get the words out, someone got boinked on
the head and had his wallet stolen.”
“Do you ever wish you could go down there
and … and just, you know, stop the violence?
Catch the bad guys? Get the guy’s wallet
back … stop the guy from shooting up the …
whatever?”
“You mean like Iron Man? Yeah, sure. But
think back to when you played soccer. Remember the dad on the sideline, the one who was
always so excited?”
“Yeah, I couldn’t stand that guy. Always running back and forth, shouting at his son.”
Jesus nodded. “True, he could be annoying.
But that’s not the point. At times he wanted
so badly to run onto that field that he could
barely contain himself.” Jesus paused for a
moment. “But he ultimately knew that the
only way for his child to learn would be for
him or her to struggle through the mistakes,
the losses, the pain.”
“Like when I scored that goal for the other
team.”
“I wasn’t going to say anything. But you did
learn from it, didn’t you?”
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By Dave Myers
Editor

“Yes. I learned not to score a goal for the
other team.”
Jesus chuckled.
“If you don’t get involved,” I said, “does that
mean that miracles don’t exist?”
“You mean like the Broncos winning the
Superbowl? Who saw that coming? After it
was over, Moses was like, ‘Now THAT’S what
I call a miracle!’
“The truth of the matter is, miracles are
constant. The fact that you were conceived is
a miracle! Do you know the chances of your existence? The genetic makeup of your ancestors
dating back hundreds and hundreds of years in
completely different parts of the world had to
trickle down to two total strangers. And one
was a Baptist! Not that there’s anything wrong
with that. Despite incalculable obstacles, your
parents meet and fall in love. And then, that
one cell in nearly a billion—a cell invisible to
the human eye—carrying your very specific genetic material. The chances of your existence?
Let’s say about one in 150 trillion—an event so
unlikely that it’s basically impossible.
“Except that it’s not,” Jesus continued. “God
knew from Day One who you were and who
you would be. … Well, officially it was Day Six.
It just doesn’t sound nearly as dramatic if you
say, ‘God knew from Day Six….”
Wow. Suddenly I felt kind of special. Still, I
was troubled. “I understand that all of life is a
miracle, but surely there are times when you
take a more direct role in our lives.”
“Yes, and don’t call me Shirley. Heh, heh.”
I had forgotten that Christ had a sense of
humor. Or else he was just trying to put me
more at ease. Probably a little of both.
“Miracles are constant, Dave. Some people
see them, and sadly, a lot of people don’t.
Sometimes I want to shout, ‘Give me some
credit here, people!’ For the ones who see
them, their lives are filled with wonder.
“Miracles are there. Everywhere. Don’t ever
doubt it.”
“Jesus, when you see the way we’ve messed
things up, do you ever wonder if it was worth
it? Dying on the cross, I mean?”
Christ looked across the vast valley that
stretched into eternity. Then he turned to me
with a smile.
I suddenly couldn’t help but consider all
the people, including myself, whom Christ
had saved through his sacrifice. The simple
joy I’d received by his presence in my life. The
hope.
“Do I ever regret it? There’s not a day that
goes by when I wouldn’t do the same thing all
over again.”
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Five ways to stay sane during

election season
A
By Sister Theresa Aletheia Noble
s I listened to the most recent
Republican debate, I noticed the
minutes drag on and on while the candidates debated building a wall between
the United States and Mexico. As I
listened, I thought, Isn’t this apropos?
Walls are truly our society’s malaise.
Pope Francis recently made headlines
when he declared, “A person who thinks
only about building walls, wherever they
may be, and not building bridges, is not
Christian.” I would go further than this
and say that a society that focuses on
building walls is not only not Christian,
it is dangerously close to inhuman.
I may have already lost many of you
to the combox to argue about immigration. But I am not here to discuss
the pros and cons of building a wall or
even the issue of immigration. The “wall
discussion” in the recent Republican
debate is not really about Mexico, and
it is not really about immigration. It is
about fear.
Polarization has never been so extreme. Values are changing overnight.
Relativism reigns on all sides. Many
are struggling financially. People are
enraged. It is frightening to see society
unravel like this. We are obsessed with
building walls because we want to protect ourselves from the future.
The problem is that our nation is already full of walls, and it is these walls
that endanger our future. There is a
wall between Republicans and Democrats. Walls between pro-lifers and
pro-choicers. Walls between Millennials
and older generations. Walls between
religious people and the “spiritual but
not religious” crowd. Walls between
progressives and conservatives. Walls
between neighbors. Among Christians
there are walls separating denominations. Walls separating one tribe of
Catholics from another.
It seems as if the many schisms in our
culture have become a wall impossible
to breach. We are a nation living in fear.
And fear sublimates to anger. When
we need to be angry in order to avoid
facing our underlying fear and vulnerability, we find reasons to be angry. And

sustained anger often leads to distrust,
suspicion and even paranoia.
So, in the midst of these scary circumstances, here are some ways to
maintain your inner peace in this election season.
1. Avoid Worst-Case Scenarios
Often when I watch the news or
catch up on politics, I immediately go
to worst-case scenarios in my mind. I
envision society crumbling. I begin to
wonder if I should brush up on my survival skills. Learn the edible berries in my
area. Save up some emergency supplies.
Learn the art of camouflage and hunting. Move away from the convent and
live in a yurt in Mongolia. Okay, I am
exaggerating, but you get the point.
There is a reason the Bible is chock full
of verses about not worrying. God knew
it would be one of our greatest crosses
we would carry as human beings. When
one thinks worst-case scenario, it helps
to ask oneself, Is there anything I can
do about this? If there is, then do it.
If there is not, then take some time
away from the news, Facebook posts
and other people who agitate and put
you in a state of anxiety. Instead, go to
adoration, read Matt. 6:25-34 and talk
to Jesus.
2. Refuse to Dehumanize
Other People
As Christians, we are called to be the
light of the world (Matt. 5:14). This light
is God’s baptismal presence in us. Every
person is a bearer of light, made in the
image and likeness of God. When we
tear down people rather than ideas we
block the light.
One might argue that the people we
are tearing down are barely human and
so far from the light. This may or may
not be true, but one thing is true — we
block God’s grace in us when we mock,
rip apart, and lob insults at other human beings. No matter how repugnant
another person’s views are to us, it is
important that we not dehumanize that
person and ourselves in our response.
3. Take Time to Pray
I always lose my sanity when I am not
praying enough. If you feel your anger
Continued on Page 17
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A cyclone called Francis

The social and political revolution of the pope who came from the end of the world
By Antonio Gaspari
Catholic News Agency
omething extraordinary is happening and mercy is going to
spread throughout the world. March
13th marked the third year of Pope
Francis’ pontificate.
Even if it is premature to express a
judgment on what has been accomplished in these three years, there is
no doubt that we are before one of
the most innovative pontificates of
history. Be it at the level of internal
government or of the influence
on the destiny of the world, Pope
Francis is carrying out a real and
just social and political revolution of
global dimensions.
Among the most evident results of
Pope Francis’ pontificate is the path
that leads to pacification. In a world
where the conflicts in fact seemed
unleashed to the point of a worldwide
conflagration, the Pope has triggered
an effective process of peace.
The most striking signs are the
“thaw” between Cuba and the
United States; his direct influence
throughout Latin America, especially
in Colombia, where pacification is
about to be reached between the
government and the FARC revolutionary group; and, not least, the announcement of pacification between
Chile and Bolivia.
Then peace with the Orthodox:
the meeting with Russian Orthodox
Patriarch Kirill was not only the
conclusion of a course of rapprochement between the Pope of Rome
and the Patriarch of Moscow, but
the beginning of a global process of
collaboration between Catholics and
Orthodox, between the capitalist
and the former Communist world
— a historic step of which there is
no idea of the gigantic effects it can
have in the planet.
There are those who already
perceive a spread of the best of
Christian culture, from Lisbon to
Vladivostock, from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, with the definitive overcoming of the logic of the Cold War
and of the conflict between Communism and capitalism. In this context,

S

Photo of
the Week
A 1930s ‘Lucy
and Ethel’

Two women at the
Cadbury’s chocolate
factory in Bournville, in
the West Midlands, UK,
draw to mind the classic
“I Love Lucy” episode
as they join together
chocolate Easter egg
halves in February 1932.

On Sept. 24, 2015, Pope Francis became the first pope to address the joint session of Congress.

Be it at the level of internal government or of the influence on
the destiny of the world, Pope Francis is carrying out a real and
just social and political revolution of global dimensions.
•
it will be interesting to see what emerges from
the Pan-Orthodox Synod in June in Crete, which
will witness the participation of leaders of all the
autocephalous Churches.
Despite the wounds in the populations bordering Ukraine and Russia, in this part of Eastern
Europe Christian Churches are also working
for pacification. And it is easy to see the truce
reached in Syria as an indirect effect of the pacification with Russia.
The Pope is not working only with Orthodox
Christians, but also with Jews and Muslims. After
the visit to the Synagogue, there will be a visit to
the Mosque of Rome, not forgetting the renewal
of the dialogue with al Azhar University, the most
prestigious religious institution of Sunni Islam,
visited in recent days by a delegation of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, which
has taken the invitation to the Grand Imam to
meet the Pope.
Then there is the economic pacification. Pope
Francis is trying to carry out a revolution in
the society and in the economy, opposing the
“throwaway culture,” utilitarianism and financial
speculation, re-launching work and the appreciation of persons and families, freeing the world
from the idolatry of money, which “must serve
and not govern.”

•

•
The limit of the present concept of the economy is represented by the idea that all that is good
for the individual is good for the economy; but
this, in addition to justifying immoral behavior,
is penalizing for the economy and generates
false wealth and indebtedness. Moreover, the
idea that the market adjusts itself is false and
only justifies the abuse of power and privileges
of those at the top of the economy.
What Pope Francis is trying to do, therefore,
is exactly what Saint Francis and the Franciscans did in the years from 1200 to 1500, that
is, to transform poverty into an opportunity for
growth and money from being an oppressive
master to social and civil service. The occasion
is propitious considering that, in a Jubilee Year,
not only the Church but also the civil authorities
cancelled debts, freed slaves and reassigned
lands to those who had lost them. Bergoglio’s
Franciscan revolution is geared to having property in the world become a social resource rather
than an egoistic and personal possession.
A key of reading to understand the principles
that the Argentine Pontiff is indicating to surmount the economic and moral crisis is to render
Franciscan socio-economic thought current and
practicable, making of cooperation and sharing
between State, market and civil society a model

in which poverty from being a problem becomes a resource, and money
from being an egoistic master
becomes a docile servant to foster
work, investments and real production. In this context, “the poor are
considered a resource to which to
give continued answers in terms of
development and employment.”
Economic and civil development
has always been characterized in
history by investment in less well-off
parts. The incentive to do works of
charity, to promote production and
the sharing of goods is the turnkey
of peoples and civilizations that
determined the development of
peoples and of civilizations.
According to Franciscans like Friar
Pietro di Giovanni Olivi (1248-1298)
capital, which in and of itself is nonproductive, becomes productive,
social and human when it finds investment and work, because money
does not multiply on its own, but
must be immersed in the productive
process.
And Saint Bernardine of Siena
(1380-1444) and his fellow friars
who speak “of the ethical function of the entrepreneur and of
business” as well as of the fair
distribution of business profit, of
the “grace” of free and creative
“work,” expression of the exercise
of one’s talents in favor of the common good; of financial resources as
social goods; of the importance of
the human before the State; of institutional, juridical, economic and
social simplification as root from
which the principle of subsidiarity
stems ever proposed by the Social
Doctrine of the Church.
With the encyclical Laudato Si’,
Pope Francis translates the Franciscan revolution in modern terms
and proposes a social, economic and
political revolution, taking up the
same concepts of the “Poverello of
Assisi.”
With Laudato Si’, Pope Francis
wants to re-establish peace between God, humanity and creation
in a dynamic dimension of social and
civil development.

“Look into My Heart and
see there the love and mercy
which I have for humankind, and
especially for sinners. Look, and
enter into My Passion.”
-- Jesus to St. Faustina (Diary 1663)
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Former flyboy takes sentimental journey

Leaven photo by Joe Bollig

Thanks to relatives and the Experimental Aircraft Association of Oshkosh, Wisc., World War II pilot Emmerson H. Shields had an opportunity to go up in the “Aluminum
Overcast,” a vintage B-17 Bomber similar to those he flew over Nazi Germany. The flight took place last fall at Topeka Regional Airport, formerly Forbes Army Air Field.
By Joe Bollig
joe.bollig@theleaven.org
OPEKA — What does death look like
at 25,000 feet? Emmerson H. Shields
knows, because he saw it.
Shields, 91, saw men die in the violent
air battles over Europe during World War
II from the best seat in the house, if you
can call it that. He was a B-17 bomber
pilot in the 360th Squadron of the “Hell’s
Angels” 303rd Bomb Group, Eighth Air
Force.
Once these “Flying Fortresses” darkened the skies by the thousands. Now,
some 70 years after the end of World
War II, fewer than 50 complete B-17
airframes exist now, and of these only
15 or fewer are still airworthy.
As for the men who flew and fought
in them, they’re becoming rarer, too.
Shields is the last survivor of his old
crew.
After the war, Shields was demobilized
in 1946 and came home to Kansas. He
became an attorney, and then a Catholic,
in 1951. He and his wife Jeanette married
in 1952. Together, they raised three sons
and have been members of St. John the
Apostle Parish in St. John, Kansas, for
more than 65 years.
The war faded into the past, but never
entirely disappeared.
“We had an older cedar chest in the
basement filled with memorabilia he
collected during the war,” said middle
son Russell Shields, a member of Sacred
Heart Parish in Shawnee. “When we
were little kids, we used to go down and
look at his things — old aircraft instru-

T

ments, some of his uniforms, his oxygen
mask.”
With time and mortality taking their
toll, it’s all the more remarkable that the
old flyboy was recently reunited with a
familiar warbird.
Last fall, Shields was invited to the
Topeka Regional Airport (formerly
Forbes Army Air Field) to fly aboard B-17
G-VE, No. 44-857-40, A.K.A. “Aluminum
Overcast,” owned by the Experimental
Aircraft Association of Oshkosh, Wisc.
The plane was in Topeka on a national
tour.
Shields had been invited as a special
guest. He showed up wearing his original
uniform and reproduction leather jacket
with authentic patches. He’d visited B17s in museums, but it had been 70 years
since he’d been in a “live” B-17.
“Gosh, the plane was sure not as big
as I remembered it was,” he later said.
“The engines seemed closer. [Aluminum Overcast’s] 104-foot wingspan is
the same as what we had before, but
it seemed smaller to me. The engines
seemed closer.”
That cockpit and controls were familiar, with the exception of a few necessary modern additions. If the need or
opportunity arose, could he still fly the
old Fortress?
“No question about it,” said Shields.
Joining Emmerson Shields on the
flight were Jeanette; youngest son Scott
Shields, a member of Corpus Christi Parish in Lawrence; and oldest son Byron
Shields, a member of Holy Trinity Parish
in Lenexa.

During the war, missions could last
more than nine hours, but the flight over
Topeka lasted less than 20 minutes.
Shields was 20 years old, a freshly minted second lieutenant, when he arrived at
RAF Molesworth, Cambridgeshire, England, in early February 1945.
He had an inauspicious introduction to
the 303rd.
On his first night at Molesworth, he
was invited to go up with a pilot practicing night landings. The first two were
great.
“But then [on] the third landing, the
co-pilot hit too hard and the right landing gear folded back under the wing,”
said Shields. “[The pilot] gave her the
throttle and took off on one wheel. We
flew around for 20 minutes and the operations officer told him to land on one
wheel. This was at night.
“And so when we came down and
landed on that one wheel. The plane
spun around and we ran for the rear exit.
The guy in front of me stumbled over
the ball turret. I went on. The plane was
lopsided, so I went out the door . . . and
fell flat in a mud puddle. I stood up and
the fire trucks shot me full of foam.”
Shields started out as co-pilot and
one of the nine crew members of “My
Darling,” a veteran of 75 missions. He
would fly other planes later, one named
“Yankee Girl” and some with no names.
In all, Shields flew 16 combat missions,
doing the later ones as a first lieutenant
and pilot of his own planes.
By the time Shields made it into the
action the war was almost over, but fly-

ing was still a dangerous business even
for training missions and “milk runs.”
German air defenses were seriously
degraded by 1945, but they could still
maim and kill.
Although his plane was never attacked
by German fighter aircraft, he witnessed
attacks on other B-17s by ME-109s,
as well as the new and terrifying jetpowered ME-262s. Some other B-17s
were shot up, burned, exploded and
crashed.
Some limped home with dying and
wounded crew members.
On one mission, anti-aircraft artillery
called “flak” left more than 50 holes in
his aircraft and wounded the ball turret
gunner, located in the aircraft’s belly.
His first combat mission was a coking
plant at Gelsenkirchen on Feb. 19, 1945.
His last was the railroad marshaling yards
at Trunbrietzen, near Berlin, on April 20,
1945. When the war ended Shields was
reassigned as a travel booking agent for
officers in Munich until sent home.
Today, some call Emmerson Shields a
hero. To Scott Shields and his brothers
while they were growing up, he was just
“Dad.”
“We knew what he did, but we only
realized the magnitude when we got
older,” he said.
The same is true for their father’s faith,
which his sons have grown to appreciate
more as they grew into theirs.
“[His faith] has always been strong,”
said Scott Shields. “He’s really dedicated.
He believes in it so much that it really
makes a difference.”
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‘The quality of mercy is not strained’
“The quality of mercy is not strained.
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blessed:
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.”
-- William Shakespeare

“So many people are suffering in this world, many from loneliness. I have taken to
going down the hall and smiling at students. They may not have security in their
lives. Maybe they are not loved by their own parents. How can we share the love
God has given us with others? We can try to show the Father’s love to them.”

Sister Marie Therese and Sister Mary Elizabeth of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Convent in Wichita spoke on mercy at the first Southwest Kansas Young
Adult Conference, March 5 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City.
Photos by Charlene Scott-Myers

C

By Charlene Scott-Myers
Special to the Catholic
elebrating the Year of Mercy
called for by Pope Francis, two
sisters from the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Convent in Wichita spoke
about the qualities of mercy
March 5 at the first Southwest
Kansas Young Adult Conference of
the Diocese of Dodge City, held at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Sisters Marie Therese and Mary Elizabeth shared
personal stories of how they have experienced
God’s mercy, and how they have been able to
show mercy to others.
“We have to experience God’s mercy so we can,
in turn, share it,” said Sister Marie Therese. “Our
sins are not problems for God. It’s our lack of trust
in his forgiveness that presents a problem. God is
present even in our darkest times.”
She told of a couple; the husband had cancer.
“They prayed for God’s mercy for months,” she
said. “They were discouraged. A priest suggested,
‘Why don’t you ask God to be present in your sufferings?’ which they did.
“The couple said that their experience of cancer
went from being their greatest curse to their
greatest blessing. God was consolingly present
when they needed to encounter His merciful
Love.”
God is in the hard times, as well as in the pleasant times, Sister Marie Therese pointed out.
“The pope has invited us to experience the
mercy of Jesus. We need to open our hearts to
receive it, encounter it and learn to give it as well.
The pope said, ‘We are called to show mercy because mercy has first been shown to us.’”
The Father’s face of mercy is Jesus Christ. She
said, “Jesus makes tangible the Father. When

Phillip [the apostle] asked Jesus to ‘show us the
Father,’ Jesus said to him, ‘whoever has seen me
has seen the Father.’”
God is patient and merciful. She added, “He
forgives our millionth sin as fully as our first sin if
we are sorry. He says, ‘I embrace you in my heart;
I don’t need your success, but your faithfulness.’
He sees that we keep trying. Our failings can even
help us to grow in virtue because they can serve to
keep us humble and teach us to call on Our Lord’s
strength instead of our own.
“Peace is not the absence of trouble, but the
presence of Christ. Jesus is there in our deepest
pain. Imagine Him saying to you, ‘Give yourself to
Me just as you are. Be one with Me in your greatest shortcomings. I come to help and restore you.
Transplant yourself in Me not because of your
worthiness but because of My yearning.’”
God is manifest in suffering, Sister Marie
Therese said. Referring to a quote from Mother
Teresa, she added, “Sometimes the hurts of life
and our own mistakes weigh a person down.
When you are not accepted by others Jesus says, ‘I
am the One who accepts you.’” Sister added, “We
have to let Him love us. 		
“The greatest pride is to hate oneself and the
greatest humility is to love oneself.
“If God has forgiven us, what right do we have
not to forgive ourselves? It’s easy to hold onto
things, so we should pray for the grace to let
ourselves be forgiven and also pray for the grace
to forgive others. Perhaps reading Father Richard
McAlear’s book entitled, ‘Forgiveness’, may be
helpful.”
On a related note, her companion, Sister Mary
Elizabeth, a member of her religious order for 22
years, urged the young adults in the room to follow the example of St. Ignatius, who practiced an
examen of conscience at the end of every day.

“Where was God making Himself present in
their lives during the day? And how had they responded, ‘Thank God for His gifts’?” She explained
how she teaches junior and sophomore students
“to come up with something for which to be grateful each day.
“So many people are suffering in this world,
many from loneliness,” Sister Mary Elizabeth said.
“I frequently stand in the hall, smiling and greeting
the students. They may not have security in their
lives. Maybe they do not feel loved by their own
parents. How can we share the love God has given
us with others? We can try to show the Father’s
love to them.”
Young women who are interested in learning
more about the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary are welcome to spend a day or weekend with
the Sisters at their convent in Wichita. Contact Sister Marie Therese
at vocations@
sistersihmofwichita.org.
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Timken parish celebrates

‘Miracle’ healing
becomes a cause
for sainthood

By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
IMKEN -- Chase Kear shouldn’t be here
today. Not standing. Certainly not talking.
After the brain injury he suffered in 2009,
he should be in a vegetative state relying on
the help of others to survive each hour.
Chase was 19 years old, a star athlete at
Hutchinson Community College who reached
soaring heights in pole-vaulting, when an
accident sent him plummeting onto the hard
ground, breaking his skull.
“They took me to the hospital where I was
in a coma for several days. I could hear voices
talking to me, telling me goodbye. I was trying
to wake up. I wanted to scream to let somebody know that I was there.”
Chase spoke to the congregation at Holy
Trinity Parish in Timken March 6 following
a Mass celebrated by the Most Rev. John
B. Brungardt in memory of Father Emil
Kapaun.
He explained that when the induced coma
failed to reduce the swelling in his brain, the
only option was to remove part of his skull
and give the brain room to expand.
His parents, Paul and Paula, were told to
prepare for the worst.
“We have a prayer in our parish to Father
Kapaun that we have prayed for several
years,” Paula said in an interview with Catholic News Agency.
Word was sent out. Father Kapaun’s intercession was prayed every day at Mass. Family
and friends from across the country began
praying for the Kansas priest’s intercession.
Paula put their request online. Prayers began
to pour in from around the world.
The surgery was a success, but the celebration wasn’t to last. Chase remained unresponsive.
His parents were given the sad news that
he might never improve beyond a vegetative
state.
“One day my coach [from Hutchinson Community College] came in,” Chase said. “He got
down and grabbed my hand and asked, ‘How
ya’ doin’?’
“I squeezed his hand! My Mom and Dad
came in and I squeezed their hands, once for
yes, twice for no. Everyone was so happy. I
started doing things in hours and days that
should have taken me months! I went from
death’s door to my home in 18 days.”
On the day Chase came home, he was
given a police escort. People lined the streets,
waving to him as he went by. Family, friends,
neighbors, and his track teammates filled his
front yard after he pulled into the driveway.
A year and a half after the pole-vaulting accident, he once again found himself darting for
the crossbar, holding tight onto the pole. He
cleared 10 feet, six inches from three steps
away.
“I didn’t even come in last!” he said, laughing.
Today he can count among his post-accident

Who was
L

T

Continued on Page 19

By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ong before native Kansan Father
Emil Kapaun died in a North Korean
prisoner of war camp at age 35—after
having saved the lives of countless soldiers—he was attending a three-room
school in Pilsen, Kans.
Father John Hotze, judicial vicar for
the Diocese of Wichita, is researching the cause for sainthood for Father
Kapaun. He spoke at Holy Trinity
Church in Timken—where Father Kapaun served in 1948—following Mass
celebrated by the Most Rev. John B.
Brungardt at a day of celebration in
memory of Father Kapaun, March 6.
“If there was a classmate who was
struggling, Emil was the first person
who noticed it, even before the nuns,”
Father Hotze said.
The youngster was very intelligent,
but didn’t lord it over the other students. Instead, he humbly offered his
help to his struggling classmates.
It was while in high school that he
felt the call to enter the priesthood.
He attended Conception Seminary for
his high school and college studies,
and returned to Kansas each summer
to help with the threshing.
While investigating Father Kapaun,
Father Hotze came upon pages of
notes taken by the future priest during
his studies.
“I was amazed at the information
these notes contained,” Father Hotze
said, explaining that he first assumed
the notes had come from his teacher.
Father Holtz later learned that “after
each class, [Emil] would type up his
notes, mimeograph them, and pass
them out to the other students.
“He’s the one who helped all of
them get through seminary.”
Father Kapaun was ordained on June
9, 1940, and was assigned to his home
parish of St. John Nepomucene in
Pilsen, the town of his birth. In 1944,
he joined the United States Army, and
attended Chaplaincy School at Fort
Devens, Mass. He was eventually sent
to India and Burma where he served
until May 1946 after having obtained
the rank of captain.
“He would hear gunfire in the distance,” Father Hotze explained. “Father Kapaun would get on his bike and
travel there to be with them. He was
a ‘solder’s soldier.’ He wasn’t afraid to
go to the front lines to be there for the
men.”
In the Timken church stood a large
photograph of Father Kapaun celebrating Mass in a cornfield, a blanket
drawn across the front of his jeep.
Victor Hoffman never met Father
Kapaun, but the photo reminded him
of his service in Korea, where a priest,
Father Green, celebrated Mass from

Father Emil Kapaun, right, helps a wounded soldier injured in battle during the
Korean War.
Chase Kear tells his
story of recovery
attributed to the
intercession of Father Emil Kapaun,
pictured at right, to
the congregation at
Holy Trinity Parish
in Timken March
6. Father Kapaun
served as pastor at
the Timken Parish
in 1948. He also
served as a temporary administrator at St. John the
Baptist Parish in
Spearville.
Photo by David Myers

Photo by David Myers

Knights of Columbus line the aisle at Holy Trinity Parish in Timken following a
Mass celebrating the memory of Father Emil Kapaun, March 6.
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a ‘man of mercy’

Father
Kapaun?

his jeep in a barren field.
“It was one of only three times
I was able to go to Mass,” Hoffman said of his time in the war.
In May, 1945, Father Kapaun
travelled 2,000 miles by jeep
to celebrate Mass for the men.
Two months later, he went 2,500
miles to celebrate Mass, and in
October, he travelled another
2,000 miles.
On April 9, 1948, Father
Kapaun was appointed pastor
of Holy Trinity Parish in Timken.
After an all-too-brief six months
as pastor, Father Kapaun felt the
call to serve his comrades who
were increasingly being sent to
Korea to serve in what would
become the Korean War.
The move was heartbreaking
to the many people of Timken
whose lives he touched, and
it certainly wasn’t easy for the
priest. He wrote: “I would never
wish to relinquish my work here
in Timken for work in the Army. I
have grown to love these people
very much; but, in conscience, I
believe I should offer myself for
work in the Armed Forces, especially in this crisis.”
Father Hotze interviewed a
man who was in the POW camp
with Father Kapaun:
“We were under heavy fire and
hiding in ditches,” the man told
Father Hotze. “We were near the
front. I tried to get up, but the
bullets were flying. I knew I probably wouldn’t live through the
day.
“Suddenly I felt a hand on my
back. Father Kapaun handed me
some fruit and said that God was
with me, that it was going to be
okay. A sense of calm came over
me. Father Kapaun prayed the
Hebrew scriptures with me. I was
a Jew, and this was a Catholic
priest. If not for those few moments, I never would have had
hope to get out.”
The North Korean army was on
the march. The Americans were
told to leave the area, as quickly
as possible.
“Father Kapaun volunteered
to stay back with the wounded,”
Father Hotze said, which all but
assured his capture by the North
Koreans.
While marching to the prison
camp at Pyoktong, a soldier fell
to the ground after having been
severely wounded by a grenade
blast. A North Korean soldier
turned to shoot the man, but
Father Kapaun shoved him out of
Continued on Page 19
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‘He was so young and
easy to talk to’

Father Kapaun
remembered by
those who knew him
By DaViD MyerS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ventually, the Vatican will catch up with the
residents of Timken; the people in this small
southwest Kansas town already know what the
Vatican doesn’t, at least not yet, anyway: Father
Emil Kapaun is a saint.
Photo by David Myers
It would prove difficult for someone to hear the
the Most rev. John B. Brungardt celebrates Mass at holy trinity Parish in timstory of Father Kapaun without agreeing.
ken using the chalice that belonged to Father emil Kapaun. also pictured, Ltor:
On March 6, the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
Fathers Charles Mazouch, ultan Murphy, and Matthew Kumi.
helped the community celebrate the memory of
the priest who served at Holy Trinity Parish for six
brief months, but who left a legacy that still feeds
and enriches the life of the parish.
“What a blessing to be here in Timken to celebrate this saint in the making,” the bishop said,
“although we already know he’s a saint.”
Father Kapaun was appointed to Holy Trinity
Parish on April 9, 1948, a few years after having
served in the U.S. Army during World War II in
Burma and India. His service at the parish would
have been much longer had the threat of war in
Korea not surfaced. Although he was saddened to
Pictured at right is Marilyn (schugart) Grover, left, and her sister, Joyce shugart- leave his new parish family, the call to serve his
irwin. Pictured at left, Marilyn was in the 1948 First Communion class with Father brothers and sisters in arms was too strong.
Kapaun. she is the little girl farthest to the right. Joyce was in Father Kapaun’s
The young priest left a lasting impression at the
confirmation class.
Timken parish. During his homily, Bishop Brungardt pointed out a few of the several people in
attendance who knew Father Kapaun: there were
cousins Helen (Pechanic) and Agnes (Vondracek),
married to brothers Marvin and Leonard Finger,
by the young priest in the basement of the church,
where, nearly 65 years later, the parish had its
reception following the Mass.
“The church had burnt down,” Helen told the
SKC at the March 6 reception. “We had our wedding down here in the basement. We walked right
up that isle.
“He was so young and easy to talk to,” she said
of Father Kapaun. “He put me at ease. I appreciated that so much. He said, ‘I’ve never done a
Father emil Kapaun, right, oﬃciated at a double wedding at Holy trinity Church in
double wedding before. I hope I get it right so
timken. Pictured are Father norbert staab; Marvin and Helen Finger (Helen is also
you’re officially married!’”
picture above, left, at the March 6 reception), and Agnes and leonard Finger.
“He said that he hoped we could live long
enough to see our third and fourth generation.”
During his homily, Bishop Brungardt enlisted
the help of a teenage boy whom he had place a
blindfold over his eyes. The bishop then led the
boy, first by the sound of his voice alone. The boy
followed precariously, a wide smile on his face,
giggles coming from the congregation.
“Emil is a great role model,” the bishop said
after the demonstration. The saints help us to see
the diﬀerence between what might be a false God,
like money or control, and the direction that Jesus
gives us to show us the way.
The bishop referred to a large photo set near the
cathedra (the bishop’s chair) of Father Kapaun saying Mass from the front of a jeep in Korea.
“He didn’t stay behind in his cushy rectory or
chancery,” the bishop said. “He had asked his captain if he could say Mass at the front lines. Bombs
were hitting a few hundred yards away.”
Quoting someone who was present at that
Photo by Charlene Scott-Myers
Parishioners at holy trinity Parish in timken release a balloon rosary in celContinued on Page 19
ebration of Father emil Kapaun on March 6.
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Room still available on
upcoming pilgrimage to Italy
Father Prakash Kola to lead pilgrimage May 7-15

The city of Assisi

F

ather Prakash Rao Kola, pastor of St. Joseph Parish
in Ashland, will lead a trip to Rome, Assisi, Tuscany,
Florence and Venice, May 7-15, 2016. Individuals can
register for the trip by going to proximotravel.com or
calling 1-855-842-8001 and asking to sign up by mentioning Father Kola’s name. Or, you can contact Father
Kola at kolaprakash01@gmail.com, (620) 635-2338.
Proximo Travel is searching for priests who may be
interested in leading tours to sites across Europe and
the Middle East. If you are interested in leading a tour
group, contact Tony Frasco at tonyfrasco@proximotravel.com.

Celebration of Divine Mercy
of Jesus to take place April 3
in Great Bend

G

REAT BEND - The parishes in and
around Great Bend will celebrate
Divine Mercy Sunday with a solemn
hour of prayer and benediction at 3
p.m. Sunday, April 3 at Saint Patrick
Church, 4100 Broadway, Great Bend.
Pope Francis has declared this year
an “Extraordinary Jubilee Year of
Mercy.”
The service will include adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, the Divine Mercy Chaplet in song, as well
as prayers, music and meditation.
Confessions will be heard during the
service.
Devotion for Divine Mercy began in Saint Faustina
the 1930s when Saint Maria Faustina Jesus as his heart was lanced after he
Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun, died upon the cross.
received special communications with
One is pale representing the water
Jesus in which he asked her to have his which makes souls righteous. The
image painted to spread the message other is red for the blood, which is the
of his mercy.
life of souls.
Under the instructions of a spiritual
“These two rays issued forth from the
director, Saint Faustina, as she is known, very depths of my tender mercy when
wrote down her revelations from Jesus, my agonized heart was opened by a
which are now contained in her 600- lance on the cross. These rays shield
page diary. In these writings, Saint Faus- souls from the wrath of my father.
tina said to call upon Jesus with trust, Happy is the one who dwells in their
receive his mercy and let it flow through shelter, for the just hand of God shall
to others.
not lay hold of him.” (Diary, 299)
Saint Faustina said in her diary that
Saint Faustina died in 1938 at the
people “radiate” God’s mercy to others age of 33. She was canonized a saint
by actions, words and prayers.
April 30, 2000, in Rome by the Pope
The Divine Mercy image is a painting at that time, Saint John Paul II. who
of Jesus with two rays emerging from said that the Sunday after Easter,
his heart, representing the blood and Divine Mercy Sunday, would now be
water which flowed from the side of an official feast day of the Church.

Chrism Mass

Celebrating the faith journey

T

he Most Rev. Ronald M. Gilmore, Bishop Emeritus of the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City, celebrated the Chrism Mass,
March 17 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe.
Bishop John Brungardt is in recovery
after surgery to remove a benign brain tumor March 11. (See the bishop’s column
on Page 1, and a story on Page 2.)
The Chrism Mass is at once a celebration of the ministry of the priesthood, a
recognition of jubilarians and honorees—
including priests, laypeople and ministries—and the moment when holy oils to
be used throughout the liturgical year are
blessed by the bishop.
The holy oils are closely tied with sacred rituals of the Church. The Oil of the
Sick is used to anoint those who are ill;
the Oil of Catechumens is used during the
period of the catechumenate, as well as
for the anointing of infants prior to baptism; and the Sacred Chrism is used for
the newly baptized, confirmation, ordination, and the dedication of a church and
altar.
Representatives from each parish bring
three small containers to the celebration.
At the conclusion of Mass, volunteers
siphon the three blessed oils into the containers, which the representatives then
bring back to their parish communities.
With the priests of the diocese seated
nearby, Bishop Gilmore said in his homily
that the Sacrament of Holy Orders is the
“sacrament of the impossible.”
“This is the ministry in which Christ’s
bishops, priests, and deacons do and give
by God’s grace what they cannot do and
give by their own powers. They are ministers of grace, authorized and empowered
by Christ.”
And it is the sacrament of the apostles,
he said.
“It is the sacrament through which the
mission entrusted to the Apostles continues to be exercised until the end of
time. It makes the College of the Twelve
ever present and ever active until Christ
returns.
“This is done when bishops take priests
to themselves as co-workers. He considers
them his sons, his brothers, and his friends.
They do what they do in dependence of
him and in communion with him.”
And, he said, it is the sacrament of the
other.
“It is wholly directed to the salvation of
others. If it contributes as well to personal salvation, it is through service to others
that it does so....
“They have tried to draw near to the
Lord themselves so that the Lord can
draw near to you. I could not be more
blessed than with these men. Love them
for what they have tried to do. Cherish
them for what they have tried to do. And
on this day, join me in thanking God for
them.”
After the bishop’s homily, the priests of
the diocese stood, and Bishop Gilmore led
them in the renewal of priestly promises:
“Beloved sons, are you resolved to renew,
in the presence of your bishop and God’s
holy people, the promises you once

made?”
“I am,” they responded.
Following the renewal of priestly
promises, Bishop Gilmore stood aside the
holy oils—first the Oil of the Sick, then
the Oil of Catechumens, and then the
Chrism—placing his hands over the large
glass containers, and offering his blessings
on each one.
Following Mass, as volunteers filled the
individual parish’s containers with the
newly blessed oil, Bishop Gilmore and all
those gathered moved to the Holy Family Social Hall where the jubilarians and
other honorees were recognized.

Jubilarians and Honorees

The jubilarians included three priests:
Father Rene Labrador, celebrating the
25th anniversary of his ordination; and
Father John Strasser and Father Robert
Schremmer celebrating their 40th anniversaries.
Father Rene, pastor of St. Anthony,
Lakin, St. Raphael, Syracuse and Christ
the King Deerfield, was ordained May
18, 1991, for the Diocese of Boac in the
Philippines. He has served in the Diocese
of Dodge City since 2006.
Father John Strasser, pastor of St.
Nicholas, Kinsley, and St. Joseph, Offerle,
was ordained June 12, 1976 by Bishop
Marion F. Forst at St. Dominic Church in
Garden City.
Father Bob Schremmer, vicar general
for the diocese, moderator of the curia,
pastor of St. Andrew Church, Wright,
and sacramental minister for St. Joseph,
Greensburg, was ordained June 19, 1976
by Bishop Forst at Sacred Heart Cathedral
in Dodge City.
Many people were honored for their
service to the Church. They include:
Father Rene Guesnier, O.S.B., currently
pastor of St. Francis Xavier, Seward, upon
his resignation after 23 years of service;
Steve Polley, diocesan director of Religious Education and Youth Ministry, who
is retiring on June 30 after 22 years of
service;
John Ackerman, controller, director of
Accounting Services, former director of
the Propagation of Faith and director of
maintenance, is retiring on Sept. 30 after
20 years of service.
Cheyenne Becker of Sacred Heart, Pratt,
and Michaela Gleason, of St. John, Meade,
were recognized for their role in bringing
Prayer and Action to the Diocese in the
summer of 2015, with projects in the communities of St. John and Ness City.
Also recognized were three graduates
from the Pastoral Ministry Program: Kayla
Gleason, St. Nicholas, Kinsley; Norma
Alvarez, Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe; and Stanley Cordova, St. Anthony of
Padua, Liberal.
The Southwest Kansas Catholic, formerly known as the Southwest Kansas
Register, was recognized on its 50th anniversary. The diocesan newspaper was
established by Bishop Forst in March of
1966. David Myers has served as editor
for 16 years.
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Photos by David Myers

CloCKWise from left: Bishop emeritus ronald Gilmore
blesses the oil of Catechumens at the Chrism Mass; jubilarians include Fathers John Strasser, robert Schremmer
and rene labrador; Karen depperschmidt of sacred Heart
Parish, ness city, with Father henry hildebrandt, collects
holy oils for her parish; the blessed Holy oils are presented
to the congregation at the conclusion of Mass.

“Alleluia! He is Risen”
Artist: Sandra Jonson ~ Location: Resurrection Chapel

“We pray, that We Who keep the solemnity
of the lord’s resurrection may
through the reneWal brought by your spirit,
rise up in the light of life.”

Greetings of Easter Light!

Wichita center
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State KofC plan ‘Christ of the Plains’ statue

An artist’s conception of the Christ of the Plains statue, to be placed near i-70 between Manhattan and topeka.

T

he Kansas Knights of Columbus
plan to erect a 25-foot-tall bronze
statue of Christ along Interstate 70
between Manhattan and Topeka.
Expected to be completed sometime in 2017, the “Christ of the Plains”
statue would be placed on a 15-foottall base, said Knights spokesman Tom
Zarda.
“We have two possible locations between Topeka and Manhattan,” Zarda
said. “They are prominent hills and
the statue would be visible for several
miles in either direction.”
Both sites are accessible from

I-70 interchanges and would have a
parking area and steps leading to the
statue’s base, he said.
Zarda declined to state the total
cost of the project.
The Knights are launching the effort
during Pope Francis’ “Year of Mercy.”
Additionally, next year will mark the
475th anniversary of the martyrdom
in Kansas of Father Juan Padilla. Father Padilla accompanied the expedition of Spanish explorer Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado to the area that
later would become Kansas.
In 1950, the Kansas Knights erected

a 28-foot granite cross along Kansas
Highway 96 west of Lyons near a
site believed to be visited by Father
Padilla.
The State Council has distributed
a letter, brochure and two donation cards to all Knights of Columbus
members in Kansas seeking contributions to the project. They are asked to
return them by April 15.
Others are invited to donate and
can send a check payable to the K of
C Charities Aid Foundation, P.O. Box
310, La Crosse, KS 67548.
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How Pope Francis changed the life of a California teen inmate
L
os Angeles, Calif. (CNA) -- When a
juvenile inmate in a California prison
wrote to Pope Francis, he did not expect
a response.
But he received one, in the form a Jan. 21
letter from the Holy Father, inviting him to
take advantage of the Holy Year of Mercy.
“Know that the Holy Father is thinking of
you and praying for you. And please remember to pray for me, because I greatly need
your prayers,” the Pope said in his letter.
Carlos Adrian Vazquez Jr., now 18, spoke
to CNN about the letter. “I couldn’t believe
it. I didn’t think the Pope would write to
someone who is behind bars,” he said.
Vazquez was sentenced to 11 years in
prison for manslaughter. He began serving
his sentence at age 16.
The Pope’s letter began: “Dear Carlos, May
the peace of Jesus Christ be with you!”
Pope Francis encouraged Vazquez and
the other inmates to make use of the Holy
Door of Mercy that the Archbishop of Los
Angeles would open at the prison.
Catholics who meet certain conditions
– including receiving Confession and Holy
Communion, and praying for the intentions
of the Holy Father – may receive a plenary indulgence when they pass through
a designated Holy Door, a special door set
aside for the Catholic Church’s Jubilee of
Mercy.

carlos adrian Vazquez Jr.
“I pray that as you and your fellow residents celebrate the opening of the Holy Door,
you may receive these gifts and be filled with
peace and hope,” the Pope said.
Vazquez needed to hear that message.
He had dropped out of school at age 15 and
joined a gang. He told CNN that his crime
was connected to a gang fight in which
someone was killed.
“I wasn’t the one who did it, but because
I was there I was charged with the same
crime,” he said.
Although Vazquez had wanted to end
his life, according to CNN, the Pope’s letter
changed that. He now sees hope and a future.

CNN

He has written to the family of his victim.
“I ask them to forgive me and told them
no words would ever give them back the
life I destroyed, but I hope one day they
can forgive me for my actions. Now I just
ask for forgiveness and I want to live the
life that my victim didn’t have a chance to
live and be good.
“If society does not forgive me, I know
God forgives me for my sins,” Vazquez
added.
He characterized the Pope’s letter as
“a message from God, that we are all humans.” He told CNN that the Pope “gives us
hope that God wants all of us to be equal,

and we all commit mistakes. We can get
up and continue.”
Vazquez had written the Pope: “Being an
outcast of society, I want the world to see
us for who we truly are: human beings, who
make mistakes like everybody else. But we
are able to rise again like a Phoenix.”
He told the Pope he wants to become a
leader like labor advocate Cesar Chavez,
civil rights advocate Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., South African President Nelson
Mandela and Pakistani human rights activist Malala Yousafzai.
Father Michael Kennedy, S.J., gave guidance to Vazquez and other youth who
wrote letters to the Pope.
He said that Vazquez got into many fights
and was very focused on his gang when he
first arrived in the juvenile facility. But after
receiving his final sentence and after many
weekly visits from his anguished parents,
he began to change.
“It’s easy to say you’ve changed, but the
change is in the actions of someone,” Father Kennedy said, according to CNN. “He
started to read a lot of articles about the
Pope, and he felt he was a person who had
transformed his own self, and he knew that
the Pope had a special place in his heart for
the inmates, prisoners.”
Vazquez is preparing for a transfer to Ironwood State Prison in Blythe, California.
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¿Tienen o? Así fue mi inolvidable confesión con el Papa Francisco
un minut
V

que durante la confeATICANO, 13 Mar.
sión estuvo “totalmente
16
/
04:15
pm
(ACI).Por favor tomen un mocómoda” ya que el
Leslie
Knopf
es
una
joven
mento para escribir una
Santo Padre “respondió
estadounidense que hace
carta de apoyo a nuestros
plenamente a las necesiunos días tuvo la experiseminaristas. Ellos han
dades de mi alma”.
encia más emocionante e
expresado lo grande que
Knopf compartió que
inesperada de su vida: se
es para ellos saber que hay
recibir el sacramento
confesó con el Papa Franalguien pensando en ellos y cisco en la Basílica de San
de la Reconciliación
orando por ellos.
con el Papa “realmente
Pedro durante la iniciativa
puso en perspectiva que
24 horas para el Señor en el
me encuentro a Cristo
marco del Año de la Misericuando acudo al confecordia.
sionario”.
Knopf nació en Louisville
Leslie supo que Franen el estado de Kentucky
cisco la confesaría solo
y estudia una licenciatura
un día antes. “Fue una
sobre comunicaciones en la
Leslie Knopf. Crédito: Leslie Knopf.
Papa Francisco. Bohumil Petrik / ACI Prensa
sorpresa total”, relató
Iglesia en la Pontificia Uniy explicó que la escogiversidad de la Santa Cruz.
“El Papa me dijo que cuando se discierne la voluntad de Dios
eron por su servicio en
La experiencia de confeMisericordia Media, una
sarse con el Papa “fue la
es algo fácil de hacer: solo hay que preguntarle y rezar y él
iniciativa de Catholic
audiencia más privada que
te dejará hacer. Entonces pregunta y rézale al Señor en cada
Bytes que ofrece reuno puede tener con el
flexiones en audio a los
Papa porque nadie puede
Diacono Juan Salas
paso del camino y él te hará saber mientras vas avanzando”.
peregrinos que cruzan
interrumpirnos, fue un
la Puerta Santa de la
momento de uno a uno en
voluntad de Dios es algo fácil de hacer: solo Basílica de San Pedro y un video de 10 minutos
el que pude recibir la misericordia de Dios”.
hay que preguntarle y rezar y él te dejará
sobre la misericordia.
Esta joven, que trabaja como directora de
hacer. Entonces pregunta y rézale al Señor
A los que tienen miedo de confesarse o que
comunicaciones de Catholic Bytes y de la inien cada paso del camino y él te hará saber
no lo han hecho en años, Knopf les recuerda
ciativa Misericordia Media, comenta que su
mientras vas avanzando”.
que “no hay nada que uno lleve al confesionconfesión con Francisco “fue una verdadera
Leslie
señaló
además
que
el
Pontí
fi
ce
ario que no vaya a ser perdonado”, ya que la
experiencia de misericordia” y “un verdadero
“practica lo que predica cuando habla de un confesión es “un sacramento de amor” al que
llamado a la conversión”.
no se debe temer.
“El Papa me dijo que cuando se discierne la padre tierno en el confesionario” y explicó

¡Gracias!

Jacob Schneider

Anuncian fecha de canonización

del niño José Sánchez del Río y del Cura Brochero

V

Mark Brantley

John Stang

Deacon
Juan Salas,
Jacob Schneider,
John Stang:
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Mark Brantley:
Pope St. John XXIII
Seminary
558 South Ave.
Weston, MA
02493-2699

ATICANO (ACI) -- Esta mañana el Vaticano
anunció la fecha de canonización en Roma de
cinco beatos muy conocidos tras la celebración
de un nuevo consistorio público presidido por el
Papa Francisco: José Sánchez del Río (México); el
Cura Brochero (Argentina); Elizabeth Hesselblad
(Suecia); Estanislao de Jesús y María (Polonia) y la
Madre Teresa de Calcuta (Albania).
El Beato mexicano José Sánchez del Río será
canonizado el próximo domingo 16 de octubre:
fue un niño cristero que murió mártir de la persecución religiosa que sufrió México en la segunda
década del siglo XX.
La curación de una bebé mexicana, para quien
“humanamente ya no había esperanza de vida”,
fue el milagro que el 21 de enero aprobó el Santo
Padre.
El P. José Gabriel del Rosario Brochero se
convertirá en el santo de Argentina también el
16 de octubre. En 2013 el Papa Francisco dijo:
“dejemos que el Cura Brochero entre hoy, con
mula y todo, en la casa de nuestro corazón y
nos invite a la oración, al encuentro con Jesús,
que nos libera de ataduras para salir a la calle
a buscar al hermano”.
La Beata Elizabeth Hesselblad será inscrita en
el libro de los santos el próximo domingo 5 de ju-

nio: fue una conversa luterana en Suecia a
quien los judíos consideran “Justa entre las
Naciones” –un título que podría equipararse a la canonización en esa religión– por
haber salvado a muchos perseguidos
durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial.
En la misma ceremonia, el 5 de junio,
será canonizado Estanislao de Jesús
y María (cuyo nombre original fue

Dulce y Hermosa Maria, Santa
Madre de Dios, Riena de Todas
las Madres, ruega por nosotros
Sweet and Beautiful Mary, Holy Mother of God, Queen of all Mothers, pray for us...

Juan Papczynski). Fue un sacerdote y
fundador de los Clérigos Marianos de
la Inmaculada Concepción de la Bienaventurada Virgen María, primera
congregación masculina polaca. Fue
beatificado el domingo 16 de septiembre de 2007 en Polonia, en el santuario
mariano de Lichen.
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Mi tumor cerebral cuaresmal, nuestra alegría pascual (1ª parte)

E

+ Reverendo
John B. Brungardt
Opispo de Dodge City

n la fiesta de San Juan de Dios,
patrono de los hospitales y los
enfermos, el médico me informó
que tenía un tumor benigno en el
cerebro, y que me enviaba de inmediato en ambulancia al hospital Via
Christi - St. Francis en Wichita. El
Evangelio de ese día era sobre el
hombre que había estado enfermo
durante 38 años y que había sido
curado por Jesús: “’¡Levántate,
toma tu lecho y anda!’.  Inmediatamente, el hombre quedó sano”
(Juan 5, 8-9).
En el cuarto viernes de Cuaresma,
por la tarde, tuve una cirugía cerebral
para extirpar el tumor, operación que
tuvo éxito. La primera lectura de ese
día nos enseñaba: “Dios cuidará de

él” (Sabiduría 2,20), como el Padre
cuidó de Jesús, de mí. Las palabras
del salmista me fortalecieron mucho:
“El Señor está cerca del que sufre
... de toda angustia lo libra” (Salmo
34).
En el quinto domingo de Cuaresma, por la tarde, regresé a la Diócesis de Dodge City, mi rebaño. Los
extrañé. Los amo. Mi más profundo
agradecimiento y acción de gracias
por todas sus oraciones, buenos
deseos, sacrificios y pensamientos
por mí durante esta prueba. Usted
y mi familia y mis amigos fueron y
son grandes fuentes de inspiración
para mí. Ustedes me sostuvieron
mientras nuestro Señor misericordioso me sanaba. El Evangelio del

RICA para ese domingo es Jesús que
levanta a su amigo Lázaro de entre
los muertos: “Y Jesús lloró... vean
cómo le amaba ... ¡Lázaro, sal fuera!”
(Juan 11).
De hecho, Jesús es nuestra alegría
pascual, y es por ello que prometió:
“Yo soy la resurrección y la vida;
el que cree en mí, aunque muera,
vivirá; y todo el que vive y cree en
mí, no morirá. ¿Crees esto?”. Que
cada uno con todo el corazón conteste como lo hizo Marta: “Sí, Señor,
creo que tú eres el Cristo, el Hijo de
Dios” (Juan 11). Mi respuesta es un
SÍ profundo.
El Viernes Santo, mi médico
me programó para sacarme los 30
broches de mi incisión en la cabeza

(¡!), y mi curación posterior en el Señor continuará. Tenga la seguridad
de mis oraciones y amor durante
mi recuperación. Por favor, den
gracias a tantos trabajadores de
la salud nuestros tan dedicados,
que al igual que San Juan de Dios,
dedican su vida a esta obra de misericordia corporal. Por favor, hoy
visiten, llamen, envíen un mensaje
de texto, un correo electrónico o una
carta a alguien que esté enfermo o
cerca de la muerte. Que nuestra
madre María nos conforte a cada
uno de nosotros. Lleguemos con
el toque sanador de Jesús, Él es el
Médico Divino, el Doctor de nuestro
cuerpo y nuestra alma, ¡que nos
ama tanto!

Papa Francisco canonizará a Madre Teresa de Calcuta
el 4 de septiembre en Roma

V

ATICANO, 15 Mar. 16 / 04:53
am (ACI).- El Vaticano acaba de
anunciar la fecha de canonización
de la Madre Teresa de Calcuta, fundadora de la congregación de las
Misioneras de la Caridad, para el
próximo 4 de septiembre en Roma.
El anuncio fue comunicado por la
Santa Sede tras la celebración del
consistorio público para la canonización de cinco beatos: José
Sánchez del Río (México); el Cura
Brochero (Argentina); Elizabeth
Hesselblad (Suecia); Estanislao de
Jesús y María (Polonia).
La Canonización de la conocida también como “Santa de los
pobres” será uno de los eventos
más destacados del Jubileo de la
Misericordia. Según el calendario,
el 4 de septiembre de 2016 se celebrará el “Jubileo de los voluntarios
y operadores de la misericordia”,
en memoria justamente de la

Madre Teresa cuya fiesta es el 5
de septiembre, día en que murió
en el año 1997.
El pasado 18 de diciembre el
Vaticano anunció la aprobación
del milagro atribuido a la Madre
Teresa, la curación de un hombre
brasileño que sufría de abscesos
cerebrales.
La vida de la Madre Teresa
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu nació
el 26 de agosto 1910, en Skopje, Macedonia. Era la menor de
tres hijos, asistió a un grupo de
jóvenes dirigido por un sacerdote
jesuita que la hizo considerar una
vocación de servicio como monja
misionera.
Se unió a las Hermanas de Loreto a los 17 años y fue enviada
a Calcuta, donde enseñó en una
escuela secundaria. Después de
contraer tuberculosis, fue enviada
a descansar en Darjeeling, y fue en

medio de esa enfermedad cuando
descubrió “una orden” de Dios
para dejar el convento y vivir entre
los pobres.
El Vaticano le concedió permiso
para salir de las Hermanas de
Loreto y vivir su nuevo llamado,
bajo la dirección del Arzobispo de
Calcuta.
La Madre Teresa comenzó a trabajar en los barrios pobres, enseñaba a los niños y asistía enfermos
en sus hogares. Un año más tarde,
algunos de sus exalumnos se le
unieron y juntos se hicieron cargo
de hombres, mujeres y niños que
agonizaban en las calles.
En 1950, las Misioneras de
la Caridad nacieron como una
congregación de la Diócesis de
Calcuta. En 1952, el gobierno les
concedió una casa desde la cual
continuaron su misión de servir
a los pobres y olvidados de Cal-

Madre Teresa de Calcuta en 1988. Foto: L’Osservatore Romano
cuta.
La congregación creció rápidamente y de tener una sola
casa para moribundos y pobres
extremos, llegó a tener 500
casas en todo el mundo.
La Madre Teresa estableció
albergues para prostitutas,
mujeres maltratadas, orfanatos

para niños pobres y hogares
para víctimas del SIDA. Fue una
férrea defensora de los no
nacidos.
Murió el 5 de septiembre
1997, y fue beatificada sólo seis
años más tarde por San Juan
Pablo II 19 de octubre 2003.

Fallece el último soldado Cristero en México, tenía 103 años
J

ALISCO (ACI).- Juan Daniel Macías
armas el día 1 de enero de 1927 en contra
Villegas, conocido como el último solde las leyes represoras del gobierno de
dado sobreviviente de la Guerra Cristera
entonces.
en Jalisco (México), falleció de un paro
En los tiempos de la persecución
respiratorio el pasado 18 de febrero a la
religiosa en México, los católicos eran
edad de 103 años en su ciudad natal de
encarcelados, fusilados y desterrados.
San Julián.
Estas situaciones estaban a la orden del día
cuando el gobierno de Plutarco Elías Calles
Según informó el periodista gráfico
mexicano Alejandro Moreno Merino a
aprobó una modificación del Código Penal
ACI Prensa, los funerales de Macías se
para restringir la libertad religiosa.
realizaron en la iglesia San José, al que
Con la mencionada reforma se produjo
asistieron los hijos, nietos, bisnietos y
un conflicto armado entre el gobierno y
tataranietos del cristero.
milicias de laicos, presbíteros y religiosos
Ellos caminaron en procesión cerca
católicos, al que se llamó Guerra Cristera.
de tres kilómetros hasta el cementerio
Los católicos que eran capturados eran
junto a la “Guardia Nacional Cristera”,
multados y/o encarcelados por impartir
organización católica que busca defendenseñanza religiosa, usar las vestiduras haer la memoria de los mártires que muri- Juan Macias, el último Cristero / Alejandro Moreno Merino, Reportero Grafico
bituales del clero, reunirse tras haber sido
eron durante la persecución religiosa en
exclaustrados, fomentar la vida religiosa o
formar parte de su escuadrón “Los dragones del 14”.
México a inicios del siglo XX.
realizar actos de culto fuera de los templos.
Participó
en
varias
campañas
en
la
zona
de
los
altos
de
Macías nació el 21 de julio de 1912 en un caserío
En 1992 se logró una reforma de Constitución mexiJalisco y Guanajuato, y en la segunda Cristiada (1935del poblado de San Julián llamado Rancho de los Palos
cana gracias a la intervención de la Conferencia del
1937) bajo el mando de Lauro Rocha.
Verdes. Fue bautizado por un sacerdote de nombre
Episcopado Mexicano y el apoyo del presidente Carlos
Tras la guerra, Juan Daniel Macías vivió en la comuniNarciso Elizondo, el mismo que años después, lo bendijo
Salinas de Gortari y la gran mayoría de senadores y
dad rural de San Julián hasta el día de su fallecimiento.
cuando se alzó en armas.
diputados.
Este lugar dedicado a la producción de leche y ganado
A los 13 años empezó a luchar con los “cristeros” tras
Ese mismo año se restablecieron las relaciones
vacuno, fue además, el primer poblado que se alzó en
alistarse con el General Victoriano Ramírez (“el 14”) y
diplomáticas entre México y la Santa Sede.
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Otro Camino
L

obispo emeritus
ronald M. Gilmore

a Semana Santa ya se fue, junto con ella
todo su drama natural y sobrenatural. Antes
de guardarla hasta el año que entra, podríamos
tal vez mantener viva por un poco más alguna
de su substancia.
Después de la Caída, el Señor pudo haber
declarado que la raza humana era un fracaso
total. En ese momento, si lo éramos. Hicimos
nuestra propia elección, y nos pudo haber
dejado a nuestros propios medios, para defendernos por cuenta propia. Esto hubiera sido algo
simple para él.
Después de la Caída, el Señor pudo haber

perdonado nuestro pecado, sin hacer ninguna
pregunta más, sin imponer ninguna condición.
Esto hubiera sido algo simple para él.
Pero el escogió no hacer ni uno ni el otro.
Después de la Caída, el escogió que el pecado
hecho en la naturaleza humana, debería ser
deshecho en la naturaleza humana. Era lo correcto. Era lo justo. Hasta era justicia poética.
Esto era algo exquisitamente simple para él.
Por qué el acto por el cual Cristo nos redimió
era por completo un acto humano. La vida que
el ofreció era su vida humana. El sufrimiento
que el soporto estaba en su cuerpo, mente, y

espíritu. La muerte que el sufrió fue la separación de su alma y cuerpo. De esta manera, el
deshizo lo que se había hecho.
¿Dice usted, como es esto posible? Porque
la persona que lo deshizo era completamente
Dios, la Segunda Persona de la Trinidad. Eso
es lo que le dio al acto un valor infinito. Es lo
que le permitió tocar a cada hombre y mujer de
cualquier tiempo y lugar.
Regocíjense en esto esta Temporada de
Pascua, y pídanle al Señor la gracia para hacerla
propia.

La inspiradora historia del primer sacerdote
de raza negra de Estados Unidos
C
CIÓN CENTRAL (ACI).- Durante la guerra de
Secesión de Estados Unidos una madre esclava
y sus tres pequeños hijos lograron escapar de sus
captores tras un largo viaje de Missouri a Illinois
del Norte. Al alcanzar la libertad aquella madre se
arrodilló y oró al cielo diciendo “Ahora son libres,
no se olviden de la bondad del Señor”.
Aquel instante marcó la vida de uno de sus hijos,
Augustine Tolton, quien más tarde se volvería el
primer sacerdote afroamericano de su país. Este
nació en Missouri el 1 de abril 1854 en el seno
de una familia católica de esclavos. El padre del
hogar había perdido la vida durante la guerra tras
enlistarse en el bando de La Unión.
Después de escapar del sur la familia Tolton
llegó a un barrio segregado de la ciudad de Quincy
(Illinois), donde empezó a asistir a la iglesia. Sin
embargo, incluso allí se encontraron con el racismo
de algunas congregaciones religiosas del norte que
le irritaba la llegada de personas negras del sur.
La situación de la familia Tolton recién empezó
a aclararse cuando la Guerra Civil terminó con la
victoria para el norte y el fin de la esclavitud en los
Estados Unidos. La familia consiguió trabajo y el
joven Augustine ingresó a laborar en una fábrica de
cigarrillos.
Este no abandonó nunca sus raíces católicas,
y por el contrario, su fe aumentaba cada día que
pasaba. Con su familia rendía culto en la iglesia
San Pedro (Quincy) y personalmente sirvió como
monaguillo y después como catequista.
Un día se encontraba rezando en la iglesia y el
párroco Brian McGirr le preguntó por el motivo de
sus oraciones. Augustine le respondió avergonzado
que había estado orando por una posible vocación
al sacerdocio.
El P. McGirr decidió ayudarlo y Augustine estaba
encantado con la idea porque realmente deseaba
ser sacerdote. Sin embargo, la formalidad para
aplicar al seminario se volvió sumamente compleja
porque nunca antes había ingresado un chico de
color a ningún seminario de América. Las cartas
enviadas fueron rechazas con diversas excusas,

incluso las destinadas a algunas órdenes religiosas.
Ante la negativa continuó trabajando en la
fábrica de cigarrillos y recibiendo algunos ascensos, asistía a la Misa cuantas veces podía, rezaba a
diario, hacía catequesis y esperaba en Cristo.
Durante este periodo solo su madre y el P.
McGirr conocían su frustración y tristeza por el rechazo de la Iglesia en su país. Sin embargo él tenía
conocimiento de que la Iglesia Católica no tenía la
culpa, sino que comprendía que ésta estaba conformada por pecadores.
Él nunca estudió en un seminario de los Estados
Unidos, sin embargo tiempo después sería finalmente aceptado en la Universidad Pontificia en
Roma. El 21 de febrero de 1880 viajó a Europa, y
por primera vez en su vida vivió en un ambiente
libre de discriminación racial.
Para su sorpresa, después de sus años de preparación, fue enviado de vuelta a su país en 1886.
Las autoridades de Roma no vieron ninguna razón
por la que no podía atender a sus feligreses allí, al
menos a los de su propia raza. El regreso del ahora
P. Tolton causó revuelo. En la estación de Quincy
había una larga y ruidosa multitud que le dio la
bienvenida.
Tres años después de su llegada el P. Tolton fue
designado por el Obispo a un distrito pobre de
Chicago, al sur de la ciudad. Allí empezó a juntar
fondos para construir lo que después sería la hermosa iglesia de Santa Mónica, dedicada al servicio
de la población de raza negra que sufría pobreza,
mala educación y las secuelas de la esclavitud.
El P. Augustine vivió pobremente, era culto y
santo. Nunca se quejó de nada y oró siempre.
Inesperadamente, a la edad de 43, se desplomó y
murió como consecuencia de una ola de calor en
Chicago el 9 julio de 1897.
Su cuerpo fue enterrado en Quincy en una
tumba sencilla en la Iglesia de San Pedro, tal como
lo había solicitado en vida. Y si bien en aquel lugar
recibió enorme rechazo durante su juventud, él
lo eligió porque en este aprendió a amar a Dios y
asistir a su amada Iglesia Católica como monaguillo

y catequista.
Enterrado en ese día de julio de 1897, y habiendo entrado en la misteriosa libertad de los Hijos de
Dios donde no hay griego ni judío, ni esclavo,
el P. Agustín Tolton era ahora, por fin,
verdaderamente libre.
En el 2011, después de
una investigación inicial, a
petición de la Arquidiócesis
de Chicago, el P. Agustín
Tolton fue declarado:
Siervo de Dios. Hoy su
ejemplo es “piedra viva”
para las nuevas generaciones de sacerdote de
raza negra

Sesiones de conscientización Línea especial para
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios
que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias,
escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register y la
página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.org/
protectingchildren.

víctimas de abuso sexual

Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido
víctima de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier
empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al
correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva
siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a
Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.
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Juniors through college age
boys invited to an

Encounter With God’s Call,
April 16-18;
Conception Seminary College, MO

W

hat’s it all about? It’s an
opportunity to learn about
seminary life and enjoy time
with other young men who are
seeking God’s will in their lives.
It’s common for high school
students to visit college campuses before they decide where
they want to go.
Encounter With God’s Call offers an alternative campus visit.
From April 16-18, high school
juniors, seniors, and college
age guys can spend two nights

at Conception Seminary College and explore seminary life
through prayer, talks, and recreation. Father Rene Labrador,
Assistant Vocation Director, will
lead the group from southwest
Kansas.
There is no charge for the
weekend and transportation
is provided. Register online by
April 7 at http://dcdiocese. org/
vocations/discernment-events or
call (620) 227-1533.

Confirmation

St. Stanislaus Parish, Ingalls: Nineteen members of St. Stanislaus
Catholic Church, Ingalls, were confirmed on March 2. Pictured are, row
one: Dan Wendel, teacher; Hailey Minet, Olivia McFadden, Kaylee Simon,
Isabel Pena, Ashlyn Cure, Keith Millershaski, Edsel Arjona; row two, Leasa
Wendel, teacher; Nicholas Pfeifer, Matthew Mowry, Aspen Bell, Rheann
Rodenbur, Daniela Beltran, Cesar Estrada, Easton Irsik; row three, Jesus
Aguilar, Kaitlynn Dyke, David Varela, Bishop John Brungardt, Craig Griebel,
Alan Cervantes, Father Peter Tran.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Lakin; St. raphael, syracuse: On Feb.
27, the Most Rev. John Brungardt conferred the rite of Confirmation to
students of St. Anthony of Padaua, Lakin and St. Raphael, Syracuse. The
Confirmation Mass took place in Lakin at 1 p.m. with Father Rene Labrador
as the co-celebrant. Front row from left to right: Eduardo Garcia, Ashley
Gutierrez, Lauren Durler, Bishop John Brungardt, Jennifer Jauregni, Daniel Orozco, Bryan Veleta. Back row from left to right: Manuel Fernando
Ruiz Rivera, Raul Leyva Montes, Kelly Hedberg, Manuel Reyes Gonzalez,
Christian Gonzales, Bruno Beltran, Father Rene Labrador.
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Five ways to stay sane during election season
Continued from Page 4
boiling or fear bubbling up in you, take some
time out to pray. Go, pour your heart out to
Jesus. He is the only one who can change hearts
and help us face uncertainty and lack of control
with grace. He is the only one who can give us
courage in situations that seem hopeless.
Plus, our nation needs prayers. More than tirades, incensed blog posts, Facebook arguments
and combox sparring, our country needs your
prayers.
4. Fast Periodically From Media
The Church sees the media as “gifts of God.” Social media, television and newspapers are gifts of
God that can be used in accordance with his plan
of salvation. But do we use them in accordance
with God’s plan of salvation? Do my words and
actions online lead others to Christ?
Media can overtake silence in our life and
lead us to constant frenetic activity. When this
happens, it might be helpful to take small breaks
from media when we need some balance and

sanity in our life. If you are feeling frazzled, cut
some media time out and replace it with time
with God. You won’t regret it.
5. Keep Your Sense of Humor
St. Philip Neri, known for his playful sense
of humor and joy, once said, “Cheerfulness
strengthens the heart and makes us persevere
in a good life.” If we find that world events have
made us feel grim and sour, then it certainly
makes sense to ask ourselves what is robbing
us of joy.
If we are allowing circumstances that are out
of our control to steal our sense of humor and
lightness of being, then it is a sign that something needs to change. It might help to ask your
guardian angel to remind you to keep smiling
throughout the day!
Sister Theresa Aletheia Noble, FSP, is the
author of “The Prodigal You Love: Inviting
Loved Ones Back to the Church.” She recently
pronounced her first vows with the Daughters
of Saint Paul. She blogs at Pursued by Truth.
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Pope Francis
with children
after ‘general
audience’
vatican City - March 16, 2016
-- Pope Francis poses with children
following his general audience in
St. Peter’s Square. the holy Father
spoke of “God’s power to bring
life out of death and blessing out
of evil. Jeremiah’s prophecy finds
supreme fulfilment in the coming of
Jesus, whose paschal mystery proclaims the triumph of God’s merciful love and his promise of reconciliation, renewal and life eternal.”
Photo by Daniel Ibanez/CNA

Pope Francis’ Monthly Intentions
universal: Families in diﬃculty
That families in need may receive the necessary support, and that
children may grow up in healthy and peaceful environments.
evangelization: Persecuted Christians
That those Christians who, on account of their faith, are discriminated against or are being persecuted, may remain strong and faithful
to the Gospel, thanks to the incessant prayer of the Church.

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Obituaries
cJ thomas, 25, of St. John the Baptist
Parish, Meade, died March 7, 2016. He
attended Garden City Community College,
receiving his Associate Degree in Applied
Science in 2010. Upon the completion of
his education, he returned to rural Meade
County and began his career in farming.
He was a member of St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church, Meade. He is survived by
his parents, Dr. John and Debbie Thomas;
and a sister, Dr. Jacqueline Thomas. Father
Ted Skalsky presided.
Barbara Lee Linenberger, 87, of St.
Dominic Parish, Garden City, died March
15, 2016. Survivors include four children:
Linda Batchelder, Mary Jo Sherrill, Dr. Michael Linenberger, and Janet Kruleski of

Garden City; a sister, Nancy Farrar; seven
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren;
a great-great-grandchild; and two nephews.
Merlin Leland Peter, 69, died Feb. 29,
2016. He was a member of the Knights Of
Columbus, Knights Of Columbus Colombian Squires, Boy Scouts Of America, and
the VFW of Grinnell, Kansas. Merlin was a
Desert Storm Veteran serving in the Army
National Guard for 32 years before retiring.
Survivors include his wife, Jeanne Peter;
son, Troy Peter; brothers, Vernon, Toby
and Dennis; sisters, Donna Schmidtberger,
and Linda French; and numerous nieces
and nephews, grand nieces and grand
nephews. Father Bernard Felix presided.

Scripture Readings
sunday, March 27; easter sunday
Acts 10:34, 37-43 / Colossians 3:1-4, or
First Corinthians 5:6-8 / John 20:1-9
Monday, March 28
Acts 2:14, 22-32 / Matthew 28:8-15
tuesday, March 29
Acts 2:36-41 / John 20:11-18
Wednesday, March 30
Acts 3:1-10 / Luke 24:13-35
thursday, March 31
Acts 3:11-26 / Luke 24:35-48
Friday, april 1
Acts 4:1-12 / John 21:1-14
Saturday, april 2
Acts 4:13-21 / Mark 16:9-15
Sunday, april 3
Acts 5:12-16 / Revelation 1:9-11, 12-13,
17-19 / John 20:19-31

Monday, April 4; Annunciation of the
Lord
Isaiah 7:10-14 / Hebrews 10:4-10 / Luke
1:26-38
tuesday, april 5
Acts 4:32-37 / John 3:7-15
Wednesday, april 6
Acts 5:17-26 / John 3:16-21
thursday, April 7; saint John Baptist
de la Salle, priest
Acts 5:27-33 / John 3:31-36
Friday, april 8
Acts 5:34-42 / John 6:1-15
Saturday, april 9
Acts 6:1-7 / John 6:16-21
Sunday, april 10
Acts 5:27-32, 40-41 / Revelation 5:11-14
/ John 21:1-19 or 21:1-14

HELP WANTED
a unique opportunity for you

St. Peter the Apostle Catholic church is in the process of hiring a new Religious Education Director. Located in the center of the Oklahoma Panhandle, the city of Guymon
offers one of the most diverse cultural experiences in the country. There are people
located here from many corners of the world because of job opportunities. As a result
our church is blessed with the challenges that the convergence of cultures and language
offer. Predominantly we deal on a daily basis with Spanish, English, and Guatemalan
people. Our task at St Peters is to offer an experience of unity in Catholic Faith in a
variety of ways. We are offering a full time position with benefits including insurance
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. If you are up for the challenge please call us at
580-338-7212 and speak to Father Mike Wheelahan, the Pastor.
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It’s lawful to keep immigrant families together, U.S. bishops urge SCOTUS
By Matt Hadro
ashington D.C., (CNA).- The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops on Tuesday asked the Supreme Court to uphold the
Obama administration’s temporary relief
for millions of undocumented persons in
the United States eligible for deportation.
“Courts have repeatedly recognized that
there is a public interest in maintaining
stable families and communities,” stated
an amicus brief filed March 8 by the USCCB
and other faith-based groups.
At stake in United States v. Texas is
Obama’s 2014 executive action, the Deferred Action for Parents of Americans and
Lawful Permanent Residents, that delayed
the deportation of millions.
The action granted parents with children
born in the United States, and thus citizens
or lawful permanent residents by birthright,
a stay on their deportation if they met
certain conditions like having lived in the
United States for at least five years, passing
a background check, and paying taxes. Up
to 3.7 million persons could be eligible, the
Migration Policy Institute estimated, as cited
in the brief.

W

Certain persons were prioritized for deportation, including felons, terror suspects,
and some gang members.
Combined with its expansion of the previous executive order, the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals which applied to
children of parents who illegally entered
the United States. Up to 5.2 million could
benefit from the whole policy.
Twenty-six states filed for an injunction
on having to implement the program. A
Texas district court judge in 2015 ruled
that the state did not have to do so, and
the Fifth Circuit upheld the injunction.
If the federal government loses at the
court, it could mean that millions of persons in the United States are at risk of
deportation. The action is “a measure of
mercy,” the brief argued, “providing peace
of mind to nearly nine million people, including 4.5 million children.”
The USCCB was joined by other Christian
groups such as the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, the
Franciscan Action Network, the Mennonite
Central Committee U.S., the National Latino

Evangelical Coalition, and the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference.
These groups work first-hand with immigrants, the brief claimed, so they “have
unique and firsthand knowledge of the
adverse impacts that family separation,
immigration detention and deportation
have on immigrant families in the United
States, particularly young children.”
The Secretary of Homeland Security has
the legal authority to grant a stay of deportations under the Administrative Procedure
Act, the brief argued, because splitting up
families through deportation would harm
both those families and the public interest.
“Family unification is an integral consideration in the application of immigration
law,” Amici stated.
Children can suffer “emotional and social
harm” resulting from the deportation and
even detention of their parents, the brief
claimed. Families who lose the breadwinner can suffer from losing income and
thus being unable to pay household bills
or properly feed themselves. In “extreme
cases,” families can break up entirely with
the children going into foster care.

“The impact on children here could not
be clearer,” the brief stated.
Fear of deportation also drives families
away from public spaces, the brief insisted,
and thus harms the public interest.
“Amici have thousands of immigrants
within their congregations and have seen
how a lack of lawful presence can prevent
individuals from positively contributing to
their social, religious, and local communities,” the brief stated.
For example, the brief noted, a Mennonite
pastor in Iowa and father of four had resided
there for more than 20 years before he was
deported in 2015. He had been convicted
of a DUI and trying to obtain a false driver’s
license 16 years earlier, but since that time
he had become pastor of a church and had
ministered to drug addicts.
“The Immigration Guidance provides important benefits to those most vulnerable in
our society and to those who serve them,”
the brief concluded. “Because the Immigration Guidance provides substantial humanitarian benefits, it represents a valid exercise
of the Secretary’s prosecutorial discretion the
review of which is not justiciable.”

Timken parish celebrates a ‘man of mercy’
Kansas priest being
considered for
for sainthood
From Page 8
accomplishments that of serving as a track
coach, being an artist, pursuing a degree in
communications, and attending the Father
Kapaun Medal of Honor presentation by
President Obama, during which the medal was
presented to Father Kapaun’s nephew, Ray.
“My family was there with me,” Chase said.
“We went to the White House and met POWs
who were in the prison camps with him. It was
incredible.”
Also at the presentation was Bishop Jackels,
Archbishop of Dubuque, and former Bishop of
Wichita.
“We were at a White House dinner, and I
really wanted to keep my fork as a souvenir,”
Chase said with a wide grin. “I asked Bishop
Jackels, ‘What are the chances of me getting
out of here with this fork?’ Bishop Jackels said,
‘I won’t say anything.’”
Chase said that later he was joking with
some generals who were just about convinced
to let him take a look at the “war room,” when
his mother came and snatched him away.
“Mom said, ‘I don’t trust you in the war
room,’” Chase said, laughing.
Another accomplishment that he may be
able to boast of someday is that of helping
a humble and extraordinary Kansas priest to
become a saint.
Chase’s story has gone around the world.
He’s been featured on several television programs, and has garnered the interest of the
Vatican, which is assessing whether or not
Chase’s miraculous recovery can be attributed to Father Kapaun’s intercession. If so, it
would be one of two miracles needed before
the Kansas priest’s cause for sainthood can
continue.

Who was Father Kapaun?
From Page 9
the way, picked up the man, and
carried him some 30 miles to the
camp.
Some weeks after Father Kapaun was captured, an American
soldier entered the camp. The soldier spied a haggard looking man,
hunched down, making strange
movements. When the crazedlooking man motioned for the new
POW to come over, he reluctantly
did so.
“It was Father Kapaun,” Father
Hotze said. “He had built a little
fire, which was against the rules,
and was melting snow. He gave
him water. It was the first water the soldier had had in three
months. He said he will never forget the man who gave him water.”
The officers were separated
from the enlisted men. Despite
nightly temperatures of 30 degrees below zero, Father Kapaun
encouraged his fellow officers to
come out at night and sing – the
Star Spangled Banner, God Save
the Queen (for the many British
soldiers), and the Lord’s Prayer.
“He wanted the enlisted men
to know that the officers were
still there, that they had not been
abandoned.”
The Kansas priest would sometimes sneak out of camp and
break into the enlisted mens’ tent
to share food, tend to the sick,
and to pray with them.
“Before he would leave, he
would pass his pipe around for a
puff. He had run out of tobacco
after the first two weeks in camp. I

don’t know what it was in his pipe,
but it wasn’t tobacco,” Father
Hotze said to laughter.
“They all prayed together. It
didn’t matter your faith. Every
POW said if not for Father Kapaun,
they would not have made it out
of there alive.”
On Easter, 1951, Father Kapaun
celebrated Mass for his fellow
prisoners. He wore an eye patch
due to a severe eye infection. He
had a blood clot in his leg, turning his foot and lower leg a deep
black.
“His captors wanted him dead,
but were afraid to do anything to
him for fear of how the other prisoners would react,” Father Hotze
explained.
As he became weaker, his captors ordered him to what they
termed a “prison hospital,” but
what every prisoner knew to be
simply a place to die. Four POWs
carried the dying Father Kapaun
by stretcher.
“I could not stop crying,” one
of those soldiers said. “This was
the best man I had ever known.
Any time we saw a Korean soldier,
Father Kapaun had us stop so he
could ask forgiveness if he had
offended them, and then he gave
them a blessing! And we were taking him to his death!”
Father Hotze said, “I don’t think
you can get to be much more of
a man of mercy than the example
that Father Kapaun gave us, going
to his death and forgiving his aggressors.”

‘He was so young and
easy to talk to’

Father Kapaun
remembered
by those who
knew him
From Page 9
historic Mass, the bishop said, “’The look
on his face, a look I can’t describe, a look of
holiness …. Not a man moved. He competed Mass despite a heavy barrage of gun
fire.’”
Outside, parishioners prayed a live
rosary before releasing a balloon rosary
into the sky. Inside the basement (amid a
bounty of food for the reception brought
by the congregation) Joyce Schugart-Irwin
was sharing memories with her sister,
Marilyn Grover.
“I remember preparing for confirmation,”
Joyce said. “We were transitioning after
Father [Aloysius] Clupny had been sent to
Pilsen. I was a teenager just going into high
school. I was in the confirmation class in
May of 1948. Father Kapaun worked very
hard to get us prepared for the bishop’s
questions.”
She recalled the priest as a hard worker
who “never felt that any job was beneath
him.”
Then there was that horrible day.
“My mom sent him a package with an
angel food cake, and it was returned, saying ‘Missing in Action.’ I can still see her
standing in the kitchen, crying at the awful
news. I really feel that he and my mother
are somewhere enjoying a piece of angel
food cake together.”

aDVantaGe
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Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

TYLER MEYER, FICF

DAN REED, FICF

(785) 726-4899

(785) 472-2145 office
(785) 531-0135 cell

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and
Greensburg councils.

Ellinwood, Hoisington,
Olmitz, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

acroSS
1
2
3
4
5
3 Where King Saul
8
7
consulted a medium 6
(1 Sam 28:7)
9
10
6 Pertaining to Scripture
11
12
13
14
8 “Jesus of Nazareth,
King of the Jews”
(abbr.)
16
17 18
19
20
9 Start of the Christian 15
era
11 Papal ambassador
21 22
23
24
25
13 Morality
15 Good ___
17 The Sacred ___ of
Jesus
26
27
28
29
30 31
20 NT epistle
21 Sacred music
23 “…be ___ and your
32
33
34
35
36
no…” (Jas 5:12)
24 “___ in terris”
37
26 Ezekiel scattered this
to the wind (Ezek 38
39
5:1–2)
40
27 This was rolled in
front of Jesus’ tomb
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
30 Agape ___
32 Archdiocese and
empty” (Lk 1:53)
20 Song of David
capital of Canada
5 Lies
22 What you do not use in un34 The Israelites settled here in 7 Man of the ___
leavened bread
Egypt
10 Bk. of the Pentateuch
25 Italian archdiocese with the
37 Nephew of Abraham
11 A non-coveting commandAmbrosian rite
38 Evil king of Israel
ment
27 The ___ of Confession
39 One of the young men cast 12 ___ Testament
28 Nihil ___
into the furnace
14 Mary, Our Lady of Mount 29 John’s symbol
40 Top monk
Carmel, is patron saint of this 31 NT epistle
DoWn
South American country
32 Second son of Judah
1 God, in Paris
16 The Lord, in Madrid (with 33 Jesus’ name for the Father
2 Catholic actor Guinness
“El”)
35 ___ of Songs
3 Old Testament prophet who 18 Joseph was sold into slavery 36 “Tantum ___”
was the successor of Elijah
here
4 “…the ___ he has sent away 19 “He is ___!”

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

DARIN REED, FICF

SHAUN LINENBERGER

Ransom Council

La Crosse, Olmitz Councils

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 259-2335 cell

teaSer the FirSt: 1. Move four matches so that three
squares are created.
2. Move three matches so that two rectangles are created.
3. Move two matches so that two rectangles are created.
4. Take all matches and throw them at SKC editor for
including this puzzle.

(785) 301-2676 office
(785) 623-8716 cell

Check
out our
website!

teaSer the SeconD:
1) What can travel around the world while
staying in a corner?
2) What gets wetter and wetter the more it
dries?
3) There was a green house. Inside the
green house there was a white house. Inside the white house there was a red house.
Inside the red house there were lots of
babies. What is it?
4) If you have me, you want to share me. If you
share me, you haven’t got me. What am I?

kofc
insurance
ks.com

GEORGE SPINELLI,
FICF, LUTCF, CLU

ADAM CEBULA

(785) 728-2147 office
(785) 871-1991

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 650-3404 cell

Goodland, Colby,
Plains, Dighton, Liberal,
Marienthal, Scott City,
Ulysses, Hugoton, Johnson,
Sharon Springs,
Lakin, Elkhart, Ingalls, SyraSt. Francis, Tribune and
cuse, Satanta. Larned, Belpre,
Garden City councils.
St. John, Seward, Ness City,
or more information on a
Great Bend, Spearville, Wright,
Fowler, Windthorst, Dodge
career with the Knights of
City, Jetmore, Kinsley, and
Columbus, contact George
Ashland councils.

F

Spinelli at (785) 726-4899.

St. SeBaStIan’S SoDUko

• • •

(Left) To solve a Soduko,
fill in the table so that
the numbers from 1 to 9
will be in each column,
each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every
sudoku puzzle can have
only one correct solution.

aDVantaGe
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PrIeStS on the PraIrIe

Msgr. Martin Thomas Meehan – March 27. 1963

F

Father Meehan served as
chaplain of the Dominican
Convent and St. Rose
Hospital in Great Bend
from 1924 to 1940. He
retired to his home near
the hospital.

ather Meehan was born Nov. 11, 1875 in Scranton, Pa. He
was ordained for the Wichita diocese on June 23, 1906, by
Bishop John J. Hennessy. After a few months at St. Aloysius ProCathedral, he was appointed pastor at St. Anthony, Strong City
(1907-1908).
He was pastor at St. Mary, McCracken, when the parish property
was located in Ness County. The duration of his pastorate was Feb.
9, 1908 to Sept. 26, 1909. During this time he was instrumental in
enticing some of his relatives to relocate from Pennsylvania.
He was appointed pastor at Caney, (1909-1911), with a mission
at Elgin and a station in Cedarvale. Father Meehan built churches
in Caney (Sacred Heart) and Cedarvale (St. Joseph) during this
pastorate.
His next assignment was at St. Francis Xavier, Cherryvale
(1911-24) with the mission St. Agnes, Thayer. During this pastorate he built a school at Cherryvale.
Father Meehan served as chaplain of the Dominican Convent
and St. Rose Hospital in Great Bend from 1924 to 1940. He retired to his home near the hospital.
In 1961, on the 55th anniversary of his ordination, Father Meehan was honored when Bishop Marion F. Forst offered a Mass of
Thanksgiving at St. Patrick Church in Great Bend. On this occasion it was announced that Pope John XXIII had elevated Father
Meehan to the rank of Domestic Prelate with the title of Right
Reverend Monsignor.
Msgr. Meehan died March 27, 1963, at the age of 87. Bishop
Forst celebrated the Solemn Pontifical Mass of Requiem at St.
Patrick’s Church. Burial was in the Great Bend Cemetery.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

105 Layton Street

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

waddell.com

Member SIPC

Paula Mueting
Financial Advisor
2012 B First Ave
Dodge City, KS 67801
620-225-5903

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437

When you want to

Sell or Buy a Farm or Ranch
Call (316) 218-7481

Michael Beckerman
GOLDEN, INC. REALTORS

855-392-9333.

Cell: (316) 218-7481
Email: dirtdlr@yahoo.com

aDVantaGe
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Submit photos,
articles
Do you have a photo or
photos from an event in
your parish that you would
like to submit to the Catholic? To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines
ISSUE:
DEADLINE:
April 10
March 30
April 24
April 13
May 8
April 27
May 22
May 11
Dates are subject to
change.

Largest
Selection of

Complete Family Vision Care
• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding
Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

Word Search
SACRAMENT ORDERS
OF

Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Z E E V F M W Y C U A T P L H
M E T U D V S M Y M Z
F

T E A H E B

I

F S A C

S H O P C Y A

M A X S N T N Q R C X O F
C R Q E K O P

ANSWERS
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I

I

E

A H N W D N R

H B C B L D C T A S C M W G P

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

P E W E D A S A E D J
R L M L

T E P C

E E H

I

I

I

G R E L N C

A R O Z D A O G O V

S C V R N A

I

B H P R T

K C O S Z

Y

Y D O P

I

S C C Z

T

I

H V

J C E E P S N

I

Q

T V D F Q S B T

F

F X P C N J

D
B I B
E
N U N
E
I
N E W
T
H Y M
E
H A I
S
O T T
N
A H A
N

A
L I C
E
L
C I O
T
S
H
E
N S
O
S
R
E
A W A
B
L
B
A B B

E
A L
I
S
H
E A
G
Y E
P
T O
B
S
O T
A
O T

N D O R
F
I N R I
C
B
T H I C S
H
P H I L
S
L
P A C E M
L
I
M E A L
P
A
O S H E N
O
R
D N E G O
G
O

A D
E
U
R T
I
S
E
N E
A
G
L
B E

E

I

E R Y V D P E F

R O A A Y U L
BISHOP
CELEBRATE
CONSECRATED
DEACON
DIACONATE

I

I

L S F H

Y E A R

F S E D K

T R Z O M S O

EPISCOPAL
HOLY CHRISM
LAYING ON OF HANDS
MINISTER
OFFICIATE

ORDAINED
PREACH
PRESBYTER
PRIEST
SERVE

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

2. two rectangles
key answer 2

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

FIRST:
1. three squares
key answer 1

Compartir
Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

White Collar
Workers Needed

3. two rectangles
key answer 3

SeconD:
1) A stamp
2) A towel
3) A watermelon
4) A secret

Father Wesley Schawe • (620) 227-1533 • vocations@dcdiocese.org
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Year of Mercy Cathedral Pilgrimage
For more information about local Year of Mercy events, visit dcdiocese.
org, and click on the Year of Mercy tab on the upper right.
• • •

Divine Mercy Sunday —
Sunday, April 3, 3 p.m.
Singing of the Divine Mercy Chaplet

to Jesus Through Mary at:
www.33daystomorningglory.blogspot.
com

The Sick and the Elderly —
Sunday, June 12, 4 p.m.
Prayer Service with the Anointing of the
Sick; light meal to follow

Anyone Who has been
Touched by Suicide —
Sunday, September 11, 3 p.m.
Prayer and Remembrance Service

Consecration to Jesus Through Mary
— Monday, August 15
• Attend the Feast of the Assumption
Holy Day Mass and participate in the
Consecration to Jesus Through Mary.
• English Mass • Spanish Mass
• Learn more about Total Consecration

Those Who have Lost a Child — Sunday, October 2, 3:30 p.m.
• For anyone who has lost a child of any
age (miscarriage, stillbirth, abortion, accident, war, disease,...)
• Prayer service and blessing (lead by
Bishop John Brungardt)

Gentry Heimerman, center, leads a pilgrimage through the cathedral during the
Photo by Dave Myers
recent Southwest Kansas Young Adult Youth Conference.

What’s it like to go to confession with Pope Francis?
By Elise Harris
ome, Italy (CNA) - Have you ever
wondered what it would be like to go
to confession with Pope Francis?
One American studying in Rome
recently got an answer to that question. And she the called the experience a
genuine encounter with a spiritual father
– that was also surprisingly normal.
“Pope Francis practices what he
preaches when he speaks of being a
tender father in the confessional,” Leslie
Knopf told CNA March 11.
She said the Pope was very kind during
the whole confession and was intentional
in understanding her and where she was
coming from. However, he also made
sure to get to the heart of the matter being discussed.
“It was the most private audience you
could ever have with the Pope, because
no one would interrupt us; it was just

R

one-on-one to be able to receive the
mercy of God in that moment,” she said.
Knopf said she was “completely comfortable” being herself, and that she and
the Pope even shared a few laughs over
some Italian words she had difficulty pronouncing. The Pope, she said, “was fully
present to the needs of my soul.”
“It was a true experience of mercy,
which is not merely saying that everything is okay, but truly a call to conversion.”
Knopf, originally from Louisville, Ken.,
is currently earning her licentiate in Internal Church Communications at Rome’s
Pontifical University of the Holy Cross.
She also serves as Communications Director for Catholic Bytes, and director for a
new initiative called Misericordia Media.
She was one of several individuals who
had the opportunity to go to confession
with Pope Francis March 4 during his an-

nual “24 Hours for the Lord” event, which
takes place the fourth Friday and Saturday of Lent inside St. Peter’s Basilica.
A worldwide initiative led by Pope
Francis, the event points to confession
as a primary way to experience God’s
merciful embrace. It was launched in
2014 under the auspices of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New
Evangelization.
As part of the penitential service,
Pope Francis went to confession before
administering the sacrament himself to a
number of individuals, one of whom was
Knopf.
She said that she had no idea she
would be confessing with the Pope, and
only found out the day before. “It was a
total surprise,” she said, explaining that
she was selected due to her involvement
with Misericordia Media.
An initiative of the Jubilee of Mercy,

the Misericordia Media is a project of
Catholic Bytes and offers an audio reflection for pilgrims walking through the Holy
Door in St. Peter’s Basilica, as well as a
brief, 10-minute video on the presence
of the theme of mercy throughout the
basilica.
Knopf said that during the confession,
Pope Francis gave her general advice
which is applicable to all areas of her life.
“He said that when discerning the will
of God, it is really easy – you just have to
ask and pray and he will let you know. So
ask and pray to the Lord on every step
of the way, and he will let you know as it
comes.”
She said it was particularly meaningful
to go to confession with the Pope during
the Jubilee of Mercy, since he has placed
such a strong emphasis on the sacrament
during the Holy Year.
Continued on Page 24

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Kansas Knights announce
Statue of Christ
The Kansas Knights of Columbus is initiating an exciting new undertaking in conjunction with Pope
Francis’ declaration of 2016 as
“The Year of Mercy.”
The Kansas Knights, with the
support and encouragement of our
Bishops, will erect a statue of Jesus
on a conspicuous site along Interstate
70 in the Flint Hills. The statue will
be called “Christ of the Plains” and
will be in place by the end of 2017.
The year 2017 marks the 475th
anniversary of the martyrdom in
Quivira (now Kansas) of Father
Juan Padilla. Father Padilla, known
as the proto-martyr of the United
States, accompanied the expedition
of Spanish explorer Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado to bring
Christianity to the natives. Along
the way, he erected wooden crosses
to commemorate feast days and for
special thanks. Had he been able to
raise statues, he would have.
In 1950 the Kansas Knights of
Columbus erected a 28-foot granite
cross on Kansas Highway 96 west
of Lyons, near the site of one of Father Padilla’s crosses.

According to State Deputy Pat
Winchester, the “Christ of the
Plains” statue will signal to millions
of travelers that the United States
was founded on Christian principles, will witness that Kansas is a
Christian state, and will remind all
who pass that Christ is the focus of
our lives. The State Council has distributed a letter, brochure, and two
cards to all Knights of Columbus
members in Kansas for donations to
help fulfill the vision of Father
Padilla and the work begun by
Kansas Knights in 1950.
Knights are encouraged to remit
their tax-deductible contribution for
“Christ of the Plains” with one gift
card by April 15, 2016. The other
donation card can be passed on to a
friend, relative, or like-minded
Christian.
Others who would like to contribute to help make this spiritual
act of mercy possible can clip the
coupon and mail a check payable to
the K of C Charities Aid Foundation
to the address on the coupon. For
additional information, visit
www.christoftheplains.info.

ARTIST RENDERING



Anyone who would like to contribute to help make this spiritual act of mer
mercy
cy possible can clip this
coupon and mail a tax-deductible check payable to K of C Charities Aid Foundation
Foundation.. For more
more
information visit www
www.christoftheplains.info.
.christoftheplains.info.




Yes, I want to help with
wi the Christ Statue Pr
Yes,
Project.
oject. Here
Here is my gift of:
$100



$250

 $________________.

P.O. Box 310 . La Cr
Please mail your check to: K of C Charities Aid Foundation . P.O.
Crosse,
osse, KS 67548
Your Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Your
Your Address:
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Your
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A sign for life
Kenneth Wood and his
son, David, placed this
sign on U.S. Highway 50
just southwest of Belpre.
The other side reads,
“Abortion Kills Every 4th
Baby in America.” Since
the Roe v. Wade decision
in 1973, there have been
approximately 59 million
abortions in the United
States alone. There have
been 222,000 abortions
in the United States so
far this year.

What’s it like to go to confession with the pope?

Here’s one way to cure
kids of the Easter bunny
The look on this child’s face pretty much says it all. Held by
what has to be one of the most frightening Easter Bunnies
of all time, the toddler seems to be thinking, “Mommy? Is
this the Easter Bunny? Because I think it might be a
HORRIBLE MONSTER FROM ANOTHER PLANET!”

From Page 23
“That was one of the main points of my experience
that was so beautiful,” she said, adding that another
significant part of the confession was that it was so
“beautifully normal.”
“It really put into perspective that I’m meeting
Christ in the confessional,” Knopf said, noting that
every time she goes to confession Christ is the one
forgiving her sins, “and my preparation should reflect
that regardless of who is acting as his representative
in the confessional, whether that be a first year priest

or the Vicar of Christ on earth.”
For those who are afraid to go to confession or
who haven’t been in years, Knopf told them not to
be afraid, and to focus on what Pope Francis has
often said during the Jubilee: that in the confessional, it is the “merciful face of Christ” that we
encounter.
“There is nothing you can take to the confessional
that won’t be forgiven,” she said, adding that confession is above all “a sacrament of love,” so there is
nothing to fear.

