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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy. ...
-- Prayer of St. Francis
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Golden waves of wheat

Bishop on
the Road

a reflection on the harvest

By sHaRla THill
Editor’s Note: The following reﬂection on the harvest was
first published in the Ellinwood/Claﬂin parish newsletter. It is
reprinted with permission.
llinWOOD -- If you drove down a country road on a sunny
day in June, say, maybe near the Schlochtermeier homestead, you will have seen tractors and combines rolling across
the fields.
Harvest is all around us as I write. I read somewhere that
there are more than eight million acres of wheat across the
state of Kansas.
Harvest is our tradition. Remember that wonderful song
from “Fiddler on the Roof,” called “Tradition”? In Kansas it’s
the way we do things.
After nine months of hard work, Paul, Ed and Jason
Schlochtermeier were awaiting the harvest as we spoke. They
were spending the morning cleaning the bed of the combine.
They are fifth generation farmers, still farming the Schlochtermeier homestead since around 1881.
“Our great-grandfather, Frank, came from Hanover,
Continued on Page 13
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John B.
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“No two wheat harvests
are the same. We are
still dependent on
the grace of God
to help us grow
our crops and
produce our
livestock.”

Bishop of the
Catholic
Diocese of
Dodge City

A

s a former physics/computer/math
teacher, I like numbers. Some newspaper,
magazine, or web articles introduce their topic
with a “by the numbers” graphic. How about
“the numbers” for my travels in the diocese
these five years as your bishop?
• 145 Confirmation Masses

-- Paul
Schlochtermeier

• 65 Catholic School Visits
• 42 Visits with PSR, Youth Groups, or
Youth Rallies
• 28 Parish Penance Services
• hundreds of other Masses and visits

A

rea youth put their muscles to
work in the hot sun spreading the
good will of Christ through the
Prayer and Action mission experience.
Each summer, high school students

Photos by Eric Haselhorst

and adult leaders, led by a team of
college students, work at sites within
the diocese assisting area residents to
beautify their homes and property.
During the week-long mission trip

(above), students worked on a house
in St. John. The trip included downtime
with games and evening events, morning prayer and Mass, fellowship and
team-led talks and discussion.

Whew! Your Bishop’s new travelling extravaganza is starting this Fall: our Vibrant
Ministries: Uniting our Church Appeal visits.
This issue of the SKC contains my schedule
to visit every parish and to celebrate every
weekend Mass as I encourage participation
in our Vibrant Ministries Appeal these next
12 months (see Page 8). In October and November, I will begin with four “pilot” parishes;
in December 2016 through March 2017 I will
travel to 20 parishes in the “first wave”; and in
April through July I will finish with 24 parishes
in the “second wave.”
My goal is to promote our Appeal: our
three goals of works of mercy, formation, and
priestly vocations; our call, as members of our
parish and of our diocese, to be generous as
disciples of Jesus; and my plea that you and
your family will prayerfully consider sacrificial
almsgiving to the Appeal.
I am very grateful to our hard working committees in this diocesan effort: the leadership
team, the executive committee, the honorary
co-chairs, the priest committee (all with the
assistance of our Development Director Mark
Roth, and our Development Counsel from the
Steier Group, E. Jane Rutter); our diocesan staff,
and many others. What dedicated folks!
I am looking forward to seeing all of you
during my travels these next 12 months. Jesus
said to His Heavenly Father: “And I have given
them the glory you gave me, so that they may
be one, and we are one” (John 17:22). Let us
be united with our Loving God, and with each
other. Thank you for your prayers, and be assured of my prayers.
+ Bishop John
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Sister Irene Schmidt,
‘servant to others’ dies

child, she would pray the rosary
outside in the summer, followed
by a procession of the family’s
dogs, cats, chickens and ducks.
Irene was taught by ASC sisters in
grade school. She wove blankets
for the Works Progress Administration in La Crosse.
She entered the Adorers convent in Wichita at age 18 on Sept.
1, 1936, joining three siblings who
entered before her. She was the
19th woman from Liebenthal to
join the Adorers. Irene professed
first vows on Aug. 10, 1938, and
ister Irene Schmidt, ASC died final vows on July 1, 1943. For
nearly 40 years, she kept house at
on Sunday, July 24, 2016, in
the Wichita Center, Sacred Heart
Wichita. She was 98. For nearly
College and Academy, at several
78 of those years, she was an
hospitals, retirement homes, and
Adorer of the Blood of Christ.
an archbishop’s residence. She
Father Thomas Welk, CPPS,
celebrated the Mass of Christian also supervised central supply at
Mercy Hospital in Oklahoma City,
Burial in the Chapel of the New
Covenant. Burial was in the com- did domestic work in Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Texas,
munity cemetery in Wichita.
and worked as a nurse aide at the
Sister Irene was born July 16,
1918, at Liebenthal to Jacob and ASC Wichita Center. She used to
Barbara (Schaeffer) Schmidt, the say that her life’s work taught her
what it means to be a servant to
sixth of seven children. She lost
her father when she was 2. As a others.

S

P ROTECTING GOD ’S CHILDREN

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers
who work with children to participate in a Protecting God’s
Children awareness session. Through the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other educational efforts of the diocese, all people of the
diocese can learn how to discuss different aspects of abuse -- including sexual abuse -- with children and how to teach them to protect
themselves.
The next PGC session is schedule for:
Larned, KS
Sunday, Aug. 7, 6-9 p.m.
Sacred Heart
– Parish Education Center
1119 State St
Larned, KS 67550
Contact Person: Brenda Johnson (620) 285-2035
PGC Facilitator: Carol Dellinger
(620) 792-5090
Dodge City
Sunday, Aug. 14; 5– 8 p.m.
Cathedral Our Lady Of
Guadalupe

w

St. Anne Room
3231 N. 14th Ave., Dodge City
Contact Person:
Jodi Lix (620) 225-4802
PGC Facilitator: Cherry Deges
Garden City
Sunday, Aug. 21, 1– 4 p.m.
St. Dominic Parish Center, 615
J.C. St., Garden City
Contact Person: Sr. Myra Arney
(620) 276-3500 or
Debra Dechant (620) 276-2024
PGC Facilitator: Sharon Stuart
(620) 225-5164

Annual
Banquet
ith

Al Kresta

Saturday—September 17
in Hays

for ticket information go to:

dvmercy.com
785.621.4110

The first sign of the Risen Lord

T

hose closest to Jesus did not
handle his death very well. He
was gone. They were sad. They
were scared. They were confused.
They were unnerved.
His disappearance left them
thus, but that very vanishing
(evidenced by the empty tomb)
was also the first faint sign of his
Resurrection.
It was not a large and compelling sign, to be sure: not like that
dinner in Emmaus, not like that
evening of the Resurrection day in
the Upper Room, not like the appearance to the doubting Thomas.
But it was a good, down-to-earth,
usable sign, nonetheless.
And it is now a good sign for us,
because we don’t handle his disappearance any better than they did.
When our own prayer grows cold,
and nothing seems to happen, and
we grow sad, restless, and confused, Jesus does, in fact, seem to
disappear. He seems to have gone

into hiding.
That’s the time to remember
that the Disappearance was the
first sign of his Resurrection. It
was the first evidence that he now
comes to us in a different way, a
new way. It was their first glimpse,
and ours too, of the now RisenLord.
So, be like the Apostles, and like
St. Mary Magdalen, the Apostle of
the Apostles. They did not wallow
in discouragement, and give up the
fight. They stayed with the fight.
Use the disappearance (it won’t
last) as the Lord wants you to use
it: to lessen our attachments to the
world and to our own stubborn
judgment; to hollow us out; to
make room for the Real God (not
the one we imagine); to set us free,
for Him.
Now we see him, now we don’t?
Not really. Now we see him by
Faith, and not by Sight.

Bishop Emeritus
Ronald M. Gilmore

Another Way

It was the first
evidence that
he now comes
to us in a
different way,
a new way.

PMF Program: Sister Joan Wolf to address

S

The Religion
of Islam

ister Joan Wolf, O.P. will present, “The Religion
of Islam”, a four-day workshop, on Sept. 7, 14,
21 and 28, from 6-9 p.m. at Interactive Television
sites throughout the diocese.
“THEO 4881 The Religion of Islam” is offered
through the Pastoral Ministry Formation Program
of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, in cooperation with Newman University.
Course description
“Muslim”, “Islam” -- words which arouse fear,
distrust, or at least, confusion, in the hearts and
minds of many Americans and in the souls of
many Christians. Are these reactions valid? Even
wise and self-preserving? Or are they misplaced,
premature? In this brief course, an attempt will be
made to listen and to read with open minds the
theology and the practices of one of the world’s
fastest growing religions.
Every effort will be made to discover the good
and acknowledge the advances brought about in
civilization by adherents of Islam.
At the same time, atrocities which destroy lives
and people all over the world are committed daily
in the name of Allah, their one and only God, by
followers of Islam. Is it the religion which is responsible for these evils, and if so, how can Islam
be called a religion? Or do the evils thrive despite
a religion which teaches peace and tolerance?

For information or to register, visit dcdiocese.org/pastoral-ministry-formation, or
contact Coleen Stein, cstein@dcdiocese.
org, 620-227-1538.

S

ister Joan Wolf is a Dominican Sister of
Peace long acquainted with the Dodge City
diocese.
She has taught in its schools, ministered in its
parishes, and assisted with deacon candidate
classes and taught courses for the Interactive
Television Network in 1999 – 2000.
After relocating to Pueblo, Colorado, she
taught philosophy and related courses, which
included “Islam and Non-Western Religions”
at Colorado State University-Pueblo and other
institutions of higher education for more than a
decade.
She returned to Kansas in August of 2015
and is presently serving as the co-liturgist at
the convent in Great Bend. She has Masters’
degrees in Pastoral Ministry and Pastoral Counseling, received respectively from St. Paul Univ.,
Ottawa, Canada, and Loyola Univ. in Chicago.

Abuse hotline
If you or someone you know may have been a victim of sexual
abuse by clergy, an employee or volunteer of the Diocese of
Dodge City, you are asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have the right to directly
contact the Department for Children and Families/Kansas Protection Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.

KNOW YOUR LIMITS
KSgamblingHelp.com

800-522-4700

Kansas Alliance for
Responsible Gambling
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File photo

St. Patrick Church, Plains, is pictured
above (left of center) in this photograph taken in 1924, just eight years
after its construction.

St. Patrick Church,
Plains, celebrates

100 years of
serving God’s
people
P

lains – Parishioners past and
present, spanning several generations, joined to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of St. Patrick Parish July
2. The first church was dedicated
by Bishop John J. Hennessy June 17,
1916.
The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt,
bishop of Dodge City, celebrated
Mass and was assisted by Father Ted
Skalsky, pastor, Father Darrell Schaffer, native of Plains, and Deacon Jacob
Schneider.
After St. Patrick Parish received a
resident pastor in 1926, Plains became a hub for nurturing other Catholic communities in the southwest
corner of the diocese. Over the years,
pastors assigned to Plains also served
St. Anthony, Liberal (1926-1943);
St. Joan of Arc, Elkhart (1933-1946);
the Hugoton Mission Station (19331946); the Satanta Mission Station
(1939-1946); and St. John the Baptist,
Meade (1946-1954).
St. Patrick, Plains; St. John the Baptist, Meade; and St. Anthony, Fowler,
became a parish cluster in 1993 and
have been served by a single priest
residing in Meade.
Centennial preparations included a
book project. Tim Wenzl, archivist for
the Diocese of Dodge City, was commissioned to write and edit a book to document the history of the parish. Historic
records reveal a Catholic community in
Plains as early as 1887. The hardbound
book is bi-lingual and includes family
histories. It can be purchased for $53.09
by writing: Terry Shinogle, 22106 7
Road, Plains, KS 67869.

In 1974, when additional room was needed to celebrate
Mass, the parish renovated and redesigned the former
school building as a church.

The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt celebrates the 100th Anniversary Mass
at St. Patrick Church in Plains. At right is Father Ted Skalsky. At left is
Father Darrell Schaffer and Rev. Mr. Jacob Schneider (kneeling).

Father Schaffer greets old friends from Plains following the anniversary
Photos by Tim Wenzl
Mass.

Bishop Brungardt greets Rani Jacobs Simon and her two
month old daughter, Raleigh, who are descendants of
the Caspar and Katherine Jacobs families. Several other
families in the congregation could trace their heritage
back to the founding families of the parish.

“In our humble opinion, and we are free to give it expression, there is no class of people
who come as near affiliating themselves with that text of their divine Master as the poor
farmer. For what would these United States be were it not for the yield from her bosom of
these immense acreages of serials (cereals), cast there and tenderly cared for, by the honest hands and the ever willing husbandman.”
-- From “Western Missionary Priest” by Father John Begley, written June 1892. (Quoted from diocesan archivist Tim Wenzl’s
book, “St. Patrick Parish, Plains, Kansas 1916-2016.”)
Also Available
Tim Wenzl’s “Centennial History of St. Anthony Parish in Liberal (the centennial was featured in the July 10 issue), is available for
purchase by writing Matilda Scheurer, Pastoral Minister, St. Anthony Church, 1510 N. Calhoun St., Liberal, KS 67901. The cost is $45.

Commentary
All of us, in the end, are vulnerable
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Correction
Y

ou may have noticed that on Page
1 of the last issue I accidentally
instructed readers to “see Page 7” for
photos of the Liberal Parish anniversary,
when those photos were actually on
Page 3. The photos on Page 7 were from
the Dechant Foundation Golf Classic in
Garden City, which raised money for the
retired priests.
To clarify, St. Anthony of Padua Parish
did not celebrate a century of service to
the people of Liberal with a golf tournament in Garden City.
For this mistake, I offer my humble
and heartfelt apologies to the Dechant
Foundation, the parishioners of St.
Anthony of Padua Parish, and to St. Anthony of Padua himself (who, ironically,
was an avid golfer).
You may also have noticed on Page
5 an article headlined, “Pope to beatify
Pasquál Stern.” But instead of a story
about the upcoming beatification, the
story was a recipe for stewed yams.
Furthermore, if you read the recipe
for stewed yams, you may have noticed
the statement, “slow cook on medium
heat until the mixture begins to boil.”
The instructions omitted “stir constantly.” Without stirring constantly, the
mixture will have the consistency of an
anvil.
I would like to offer my humble
and heartfelt apology to the family of
Pasquál Stern, to anyone who attempted this recipe, and to the yam industry.
I’ve received dozens of calls about the
picture I ran on Page 14. What I thought
at the time was a photo of a couple
celebrating their wedding anniversary at
a parish social hall, I realize now was a
photograph of decorative shrubbery. It’s
not the first time I’ve mistaken vegetation for social gatherings, but I do hope
it’s the last. (In 2010 I ran a photograph
of a Knights of Columbus potluck dinner,
which, after publication, I realized to my
embarrassment was instead a photograph of a hibiscus.)
I would like to offer my humble and
heartfelt apologies to the couple, as
well as to the National Lawn and Garden
Association.
Page 12 of the last issue, a Spanish
page, included a brief commentary
I wrote about the national attitude
toward immigration versus the reality of
the struggles of the immigrant in today’s
society, all amid the heated reactionary
political climate. I put a great deal of
time and effort into this column, which
I’m certain would have elicited much
thought, and perhaps even earned a
major prize or two.
Unfortunately, my translating skills
are not as they should be. Rather than
a brief and in-depth article on immigration, the article read, in Spanish,
Official Newspaper
Published Semi-Monthly by the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City. All material in this
newspaper is copyrighted 2016.

The Southwest Kansas Catholic
P.O. Box 137, Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: (620) 227-1519
Facsimile: (620) 227-1545

e.mail: skregister@dcdiocese.org
website: www.dcdiocese.org/register
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By Dave Myers
Editor

“Banana doorknob is the sock running
along the fence on the icing to receive
the charter hairball. What the diplomat doesn’t fester on the tendonitis,
purple time is the refrigerator of consequences? What is whale pliers.”
I would like to offer my humble
and heartfelt apology to the Spanish
speaking community. I would also
like to express my sincere gratitude
for the many calls of concern regarding my mental health. (And to Sarah
Palin I say “yes” to her email request
to quote from the article in her next
public address.)
I must offer this clarification regarding a mistake on Page 2: I never won
a gold medal in Olympic bobsledding.
I meant to write, “Please support all
vocations for the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City,” but due to a typo, the
sentence instead read, “In 1984 I won
a gold medal in Olympic bobsledding.”
It’s amazing how one little slip of the
finger can totally change the meaning
of a sentence.
I’d like to offer my humble and
heartfelt apologies for this error. I
fully intend to have Spearville remove the newly placed sign, “Home
of former Olympic Bobsledding Gold
Medalist, Dave Myers,” immediately
after my parents come to visit.
I find myself facing the embarrassing task of correcting a correction that
ran in the last issue. The correction
read, “In the June 12 issue of the SKC,
an article incorrectly listed Dame Judy
Dench as the new parish secretary at
St. Stanislaus Parish in Ingalls.” I never
actually wrote in the article that she
was the new parish secretary. My
exact words were, “Dame Judy Dench
is the new pastor at St. Stanislaus Parish, Ingalls.”
I would like to offer my humble and
heartfelt apologies to the parishioners at St. Stanislaus Parish, Father
Peter Tran (pastor), the Holy See,
and Dame Judy Dench, who, due to
scheduling conflicts back in England,
is not serving any ministries within
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City at
this time.
The Southwest Kansas Catholic
strives for accuracy. I promise to work
harder in the future to create a more
accurate, error-free, and grammatically correct issue, and so will I.
Bishop John B. Brungardt...President
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull   1971-1974
Margaret Klenke   1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2000

n my church, this Sunday morning, at
the Prayers of the Faithful, after all the
scripted intercessions have been prayed,
our prayer leader asks, “For whom else, or
for what else, shall we pray?”
I hear a silence settle over the assembly,
and I lean in and listen to the deep
collective work that’s being done.
What follows is a birthing forth of what
lays heavy in the hearts of the faithful.
Prayers of deep caring for loved ones
struggling with illness, prayers of sorrowing
and remembrance for one of our own who
has died.
For women and children killed in wartorn regions of the world. For refugees,
and those in forced migration. For those
whose bodies wash up on Mediterranean
shores.
For moral courage in the body politic. For
those who live the Gospel at great cost.
For those slain in recent acts of violence,
from Orlando to Dallas.
What is this, I wonder.
I do not listen to the news on Sunday
morning. But something tragic has
happened, I can tell. Inwardly I groan as
I brace for reports of one more scene of
madness and senseless carnage.
It doesn’t take much, I discover, to
become overwhelmed with the news of
random, intentional acts of madness.
Not only because they occur with such
frightening frequency and unpredictability.
They do.
But I feel overwhelmed because we
humans carry our vulnerability with us,
everywhere. Our natural intuition is a life
free of fear. Call it the lingering traces of a
childlike spirit.
I carry my vulnerability with me when I
run my errands, when I meet friends in a
cafe, when I attend cultural events.
I think about this sometimes.
Jesus, too, was keenly aware of his
vulnerability. Still, he traveled openly,
unarmed, unafraid in the trenches of his
mission field.
I sense that Jesus took seriously the
words of the Psalmist: “The Lord God is my
light and my help; / whom shall I fear? /
The Lord God is the stronghold of my life; /
before whom shall I shrink?”
Psalm 27 continues: “Though an army
encamp against me / my heart would not
fear. / Though war break out against me, /
even then would I trust.”
How would I feel, crammed into a

By Mary
Sharon Moore

Poor, Like
Jesus

bathroom stall with nearly 20 others,
seeking to escape a madman firing at close
range?
Like Jesus, I can armor myself only with
an unshakable trust in God. And I pray that
these words of the psalmist will hold true
in my hour of testing.
And that hour will come. My work is to
armor up now, daily, in this trustful way of
being in God while also being in the world.
This is what it means, I discover, to be
poor, like Jesus. To have no defenses.
To have only eyes and heart fixed on the
Father’s willing.
Which is not to say that the death
threats Jesus experienced in his public
ministry did not matter. I imagine
he prayed long into the night for his
adversaries.
He did not want to undergo his arrest
and the mock trial that dragged on through
the night, nor the betrayal of the crowd,
and the hideous crucifixion that awaited
him.
Yet he could not trade in his mission for
safety from all harm.
So where can I go with my sorrowing over
the vulnerability of human flesh in my time?
In this morning’s stillness I bring to mind all
those who have died in recent weeks, those
whose lives have been ripped from them,
those who have died in war zones, in civil
strife. Those who’ve died in the shadows.
And I imagine forward to that moment
in our Eucharistic liturgy when the wine is
poured forth from the flask: The blood of
those who have died, which now becomes
the sacrificial offering, joined to the blood
of the Lamb, poured out.
Every one of us, in the end, is vulnerable,
poor, in our humanity. Like Jesus.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2016. All Rights
Reserved. Mary Sharon Moore writes and
speaks nationwide on the nature of God’s
calling. Visit marysharonmoore.com.
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Predatory Lending =

Commentary

DEBT TRAP

Don’t fall for ‘payday loans’

By the Most Rev. Edward Weisenburger
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Salina
“In Imitation of Our Master, we Christians are asked to confront the poverty
of our brothers and sisters, to touch it,
to make it our own and to take
practical steps to alleviate it.”
~ Pope Francis ~

O

ur Holy Father designated 2016 as
a Jubilee Year of Mercy. Since biblical times, one of the hallmarks
of a Jubilee Year has been the cancellation of debts that were beyond the ability
of the poor to pay. Liberation from the
psychological and material “prison” of
indebtedness is the perfect metaphor for
God’s mercy.
In keeping with this spirit of mercy, I
would like to invite all Kansans to take
Pope Francis’ words to heart so we may,
together, confront and touch a particular
form of unjust poverty afflicting tens of
thousands of our brothers and sisters:
payday loan indebtedness. To confront
this situation, in the words of Pope Francis, means we must begin with hard facts
about the industry. Touching this poverty, building on the Holy Father’s quote,
means resisting the temptation to turn
our eyes away from the suffering of our
neighbors; shrugging it off as the result of
financial irresponsibility or ignorance that
has nothing to do with me.
Beginning with hard facts, we must
note that abusing the poor by lending
money to those in crisis at astonishingly
high interest rates is a practice that was
condemned or restricted by every civilization. This abusive behavior was rightly
recognized as destructive and corrosive
for communities and society. However,
with the modern payday loan industry,
what was correctly labeled reprehensible and predatory is now presented as
friendly, safe and legitimate; indeed, it is
presented as an altruistic financial service.
The fact is nothing could be further from
the truth. So what is the truth?

Facts:

1. Payday lenders take advantage of
a state of desperation experienced by
those in dire financial circumstances. It
is this sense of crisis that causes those
(often with little financial understanding, and few other options) to initiate an
unseen cycle of debt from which it quickly
becomes virtually impossible to escape. In
1995, there were 37 payday loan entities
in Kansas; by 2014, this number grew to
347. Sadly, Kansas has one of the highest payday loan use rates in the country
at eight percent of the population! This
means that 175,000 of our family, friends
and neighbors are ensnared by payday
debt.
2. Unlike more mainstream and regulated financial products (such as banks
or savings and loan institutions), most
payday loans provide scant consumer
protection. The average loan is $300 and
must be repaid within two weeks — when

the borrower receives his or her next paycheck. The fees charged for the loan are
equivalent to an annual percentage rate
of over 300 percent. Statistically, more
than 80 percent of loans cannot be repaid
within this time period. The result is typically a loan that ends up with doubled or
tripled fees! The initial sum constitutes
more than a third of the average borrower’s disposable income, leaving even less
money to pay for basic human needs such
as food, housing, transportation to the
place of employment and utilities.
3. Who is most at risk? No one is more
vulnerable to the catastrophic consequences of “ballooning” fees than those
who live on fixed incomes or who have
been designated by social services agencies as highly at risk and unable to secure
additional income due to advanced age,
disability, or some other critical circumstance. In 2014, 1,006,388 payday loans
were made to Kansans totaling almost
$392 million. Based on national averages, tens of thousands of these loans
were made to Kansans who earn less than
$20,000 per year. Roughly 30,000 of the
poorest borrowers depend upon Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF),
Disability or Social Security Insurance as a
major, or even primary source of income.
What this means is that a substantial
amount of our Kansas tax dollars are being funneled through the poor and into
the pockets of the payday loan industry!
Moreover, 53 “Advance America” outlets
in the State of Kansas alone are owned by
Salinas Pliego, a Mexican billionaire. Not
only are Kansas tax dollars being funneled
through the poor and into the pockets of
the payday loan industry, but a significant
are going to a billionaire in a foreign country! What is more disturbing is that our
poorest neighbors and co-workers, who
legitimately depend upon every penny of
public assistance to care for their children
or sick family members, would have been
required to pay an estimated ten million
dollars in interest and fees on these loans.
Each borrower paid an average of $325.
As the yearly limit for TANF is $1,300,
nearly one third of crucial, fixed income
would be required just to service a loan.
Again, recall that Pope Francis has
asked that we make poverty our own and
take practical steps to alleviate it. There is
little relief provided by Federal regulatory
agencies tasked with supervising this industry. In May of this year, the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau published
preliminary new regulations intended to
respond to public outcry. Analysis of the
proposed rules reveals numerous deficiencies, particularly concerning verification of a customer’s ability to repay loans
while affording fundamental necessities.
Local legislative and personal solutions
are clearly needed.
I join with my brother bishops of Kansas
Continued on Page 12
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‘Mystagogy on the fire
of Grandma’s home’
“My siblings and I took off running for our grandma’s
house. When we arrived we went upstairs to the attic
and could smell smoke, but could not see flames. Within
minutes it became apparent her house was on fire. ...”
By COLEEN STEIN
Special to the Catholic
t was Saturday afternoon, May 27,
1978. The phone rang, it was my
Grandma. She wanted to know if I or
one of my five siblings would wash her
car. Because our farm houses were only
a 175 yards apart, she asked us to help
often. She would usually phrase it as,
“Your dad said…”
Since I had answered the phone, I
said I would go. She kept her car in a detached garage about 20 yards from the
house. I went in to get the keys which
she always kept hanging in the kitchen.
She added that it would probably need
to be swept out, too. This was probably
going to take a couple of hours. So, I
dutifully left with keys to tackle the task
at hand.
All the while I was cleaning her car,
I remember thinking that I needed to
get this done because we had Saturday
night Mass, and for a 15 year old girl in
1978 that was the social thing to do: go
to Mass in Sharon and then go to Medicine Lodge to the Pizza Hut and then to
the drive-in.
I finished about 4 p.m. Just enough
time to go home and get cleaned up for
Saturday night Mass. “If I take the keys
back into the house, she will think of
something else for me to do.” So being
a little defiant and bratty, I decided to
leave her keys in the car.
In the west, a thunderstorm was
brewing. “Did I really need to wash her
car?” I went home and about two hours
later my grandma called again. Again,
it was me who answered the phone and
she said her house had been struck by
lightning. I asked if she was sure and
she said, I saw it. I tried to ask more
questions, but the phone went dead.
My siblings and I took off running for
our grandma’s house. When we arrived
we went upstairs to the attic and could
smell smoke, but could not see flames.
Within minutes it became apparent her
house was on fire – all of her lifetime
treasures – quilts, pictures, furniture.
We called the fire department, but before the fire-truck arrived, other people
began stopping. Our farm is right off
160 highway between Sharon and Medicine Lodge. As the people stopped, the
general consensus was that we could
begin removing things from her house.
We could put the things in the detached
garage, but the car was in the way and
the keys for the car were in the kitchen.
However, they weren’t because I didn’t
put them back where they belonged.
They were still in the car.
We saved lots of her treasures that
day and no person was hurt, but we did
lose her home.
Before the week of March 21, 2016,
my memory of a devastating fire in Barber County was this one. When I heard

I

about the grass fires in Barber County,
it brought back so many memories, and
I could relate to all those people who
were fearful of losing their homes.
Many lessons were learned that day
in May in 1978, but I don’t think they
became aha moments until I had the vocabulary and formation to name them.
As I began taking Pastoral Ministry
Formation courses in 1998, I began to
learn about our Catholic faith on an
adult level. As I wrote papers, I reflected
on my past experiences and had many
aha moments and was able to give my
experiences a name: Mystagogy on the
fire of Grandma’s home.
The feeling of being loved, helped and
supported by others was called community.
My grandma saw the lightning strike
her house, the phone worked only for
seconds before it went dead, the keys
were in her car because of a bratty teenager – could it be the work of the Holy
Spirit?
The Light of Christ spreads through
the dark night coming from the Easter
Vigil fire.
Why does everything I do in my life
relate back to Liturgy and to the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ?
Well, you see a huge part of my life
revolves around our Sunday Liturgy. It
has always been that way as a child, as a
teenager and as an adult. It is something I
do weekly and sometimes daily.
I know now the symbols were speaking to
me before I could name and identify them.
However, when I began the Pastoral
Ministry Formation Program, every
class was formation for Liturgy-the work
of the people, for Life-the work of the
people.
It makes sense that Liturgy and Life go
hand in hand. They are both the work of
the people. They are so integrated that
I cannot pull them apart. It seems that
I can only give an experience a name or
identify an aha moment when I put it in
the context of Liturgy.
If this is something most of us do
weekly or daily, shouldn’t we know as
much about it as possible?
I think YES! Being able to name and
identify our experiences is healing and
helps us grow closer to Christ. Liturgy
gives us life and life gives us Liturgy.
This fall we will be offering courses in
the Pastoral Ministry Formation Program on Liturgy. By taking two core
courses and three electives for credit,
one may receive a Diocesan Certification
in Liturgical Ministry. It is the hope of
Bishop Brungardt that every parish will
have one or more parishioners prepared
with a Liturgy Certificate. Wouldn’t it
be great if we all were prepared and
catechized?
See information about an upcoming
class on Page 2.
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Sisters celebrate

50 years of devotion to God and God’s people

Sister Celeste Albers, OP

S

ister Celeste Albers of Great Bend learned to
love music at an early age from her parents
and later from her fourth grade teacher, Sister
Caroline Oeding. In high school, she studied
both piano and organ.
As an elementary school teacher in Garden
City and Larned, she shared her love for music
with her students.
In 1981, Sister Celeste began working as a
pastoral minister at St. Patrick Parish in Great
Bend and from 1984-94 served on a pastoral
team in Scott City and Dighton. She ministered
at St. Joseph Parish, Wichita from 1995-2003
before returning to Prince of Peace Parish in
Great Bend.
Sister Celeste is currently the liturgist and
organist at the Dominican Sisters Motherhouse
in Great Bend.
“I have a great desire to help others grow in
faith,” Sister Celeste said. “I have walked with
many people preparing to enter the Church and
feel blessed to share the journey with them. I
have also worked with many families as they
bury loved ones.
“Pastoral ministry has challenged me to
always be ready to help those who are suffering in any way. I love life, and I try to find some
good in every single person I meet.”

Sister Jane Belanger, OP

S

ister Jane Belanger of Pawnee Rock has
been a member of the Heartland Farm Community in Pawnee Rock since 2008.
For 15 years, she was program director for
Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center in Blacklick,
Ohio, another of the sponsored ministries of
the Dominican Sisters of Peace.
“In each place I have worked, I sought to
respond with my energy and gifts to the world’s
needs focused in that locale,” Sister Jane said.
“This has led me now to seek the wholeness of
the land even as it sustains human wholeness.”
Sister Jane’s first years as a Dominican Sister
were spent teaching in elementary schools
in Ohio and Illinois, followed by teaching art
in high schools in Ohio and Connecticut. She
then moved into retreat ministry at Still Point
Retreat House in New York and ARC Ecumenical
Retreat Center in Minnesota.
“As a Dominican Sister of Peace, I see peace
as both the goal and the method of our mission,” Sister Jane said.
“Peace with our beautiful but ravaged Earth
is what I hope can radiate from my presence,
wherever I am. I would urge any young woman
considering religious life today to be attentive
to the yearnings of her heart as she meets the
needs and yearning of God’s world.”

Sister Celeste
Albers, OP, left
and Sister Jane
Belanger, OP, below, each recently
celebrated 50 years
of ministry as
Religious sisters.

“I would urge any
young woman
considering religious life today
to be attentive to
the yearnings of
her heart as she
meets the needs
and yearning of
God’s world.”
Sr. Jane Belanger, OP

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Mariapolis

Celebrating Christ in our Midst

G

ALVESTON, TX -- The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt, Bishop
of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, was the main celebrant at Masses held at the 2016 Southwest Vacation Mariapolis in Galveston, Tex.
Ninety people, ages ranging from less than one year to more
than 80, gathered at the meeting room of the Casa del Mar
resort in Galveston to celebrate the unconditional love and the
building of unity that comes from “Jesus in our midst”.
A Mariapolis is an annual gathering of members of the Focolare
Movement, an international
organization founded in 1943 that
stresses the practice of seeing
Jesus in each and every person.
Mariapolis gatherings are separated into different regions of the
United States, with each region
hosting a gathering annually.
The annual Mariapolis occurs in
locations across the globe and is a
part of the Focolare movement.
“We began each day with
meditations and sharing on love,
mercy, suffering, and unity,” explained participant Dennis Clifford.
The event was different than in year’s past, as it offered
a significant amount of time for enjoying the gift of each
other socially, in a vacation atmosphere.
“We attended Mass each evening, followed by sharing of
the day’s acts of love which were quantified by ‘barometer’
-- filled red folded papers representing each act of love.
“Bishop John has been an important part of our Focolare
summer retreats during these last few years,” Clifford said.
“His homilies are wonderful, targeted at the children, with
a clear message for us all.”
Bishop Brungardt said, “If you are looking for a practical spirituality that focuses on the mutual love and unity
that Jesus taught and lived, take
a look at Focolare. You might
begin with the Word of Life, a
form of lectio divine: focolare.
org/usa/spirituality/word-oflife/. Trust in our Lord to love
you immensely (from Chiara
Lubich, foundress of Focolare).”

Photos by Dennis Clifford
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Jetmore parish honors
Father Cummings
He celebrates 45 years a priest, 20 years
in diocese, his birthday, and feast of his
order’s patroness, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Photo by David Myers

Liturgist Theresa Burns presents Father Maurice Cummings,
O.Carm, with a statue of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel July 17 at
a reception at St. Lawrence Parish, Jetmore.
By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
lthough he’s celebrating 20 years in the Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City, you can still hear evidence of the New
Yorker in the voice of Father Maurice Cummings, O.Carm.
The Carmelite priest and pastor of St. Lawrence Church
in Jetmore and St. Anthony Parish in Hanston worked as
an assistant professor, high school teacher and in too-numerous-to-mention other positions in the Big Apple and
across the East Coast before first coming to southwest
Kansas in 1987.
In the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, he served as English professor and assistant football coach at St. Mary of
the Plains College for five years prior to the closing of its
doors.
He then served for one year as pastor at Jetmore, Hanston
and Burdett before leaving the diocese to serve as director of
his Carmelite Province’s Retreat House in Massachusetts. He
returned in 2002, serving at St. Joseph in Ashland and Holy
Spirit in Coldwater, and here he decided to stay, choosing
the high plains of Kansas over the East Coast.
But his two decades in the diocese weren’t the primary
reason why his parishioners chose to honor him with a
potluck reception July 17. The event also celebrated his
45th anniversary of priestly ordination, and his birthday.
It also happened to fall on the day after the Feast of the
Lady of Mt. Carmel.
Prior to the lunch, which followed Mass, liturgist Theresa
Burns presented Father Maurice with a statue of Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel, a gift from his parishioners. He offered a
humble “thank you” to the families gathered in the basement social hall for their support over his five years at the
parish--a “thank you” which extended to his parishioners
at St. Anthony Parish in Hanston.
In a previous interview with the Catholic, Father Maurice
spoke personally, poignantly (and with his typical humor)
about his personal calling to the Church:
SKC: Why did you enter religious life (instead of becoming
a diocesan priest)?
Father Maurice Cummings: Deep down, I don’t know.
It’s like asking a man why he married a blonde instead
of a redhead. The real question is why God chose me for
this life. My only answer is that He wants me to be happy
because He loves me.
SKC: What have been your greatest challenges as a religious?
Father Cummings: Living in a world turned away from
God. In a civilization, it means a culture regressing to preContinued on Page 14
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Vibrant Ministries, Uniting Our Church
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“We pray by the waking of our hearts,
by the stirring of our souls, that the
Spirit of God will abide and bring us
together in Christ to wholeheartedly
respond to our Bishop’s call to support the Vibrant Ministries Appeal.
May the love of God gather us that we
may share with generosity the gifts
we have been given. Can we answer
as one family, bringing us together to
do these works of love?”
- Gerald and Joan Vogel,
Honorary Co-Chairs

A

s the Vibrant Ministries,
Uniting Our Church appeal
for the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City begins its preliminary
organizational efforts, Bishop
John B. Brungardt would like
to introduce those who will be
providing their time and talent
in a leadership role to make the
appeal a success.
“I am very grateful to our
hard working committees in this
diocesan effort: the leadership
team, the executive committee,
the honorary co-chairs, the priest
committee; all with the assistance

of our Development Director
Mark Roth, and our Development
Counsel from the Steier Group, E.
Jane Rutter, our diocesan staff,
and many others,” Bishop John
wrote in his column on Page 1.
“Together as one, let us join
voices in saying yes to Christ’s
special invitation to ‘follow me’
(Matthew 4:19).
“Please join me in prayer, that
this special diocesan appeal will
provide a graced opportunity to
encounter, invite and accompany our sisters and brothers in
the way of Christ Jesus.”

“If we help people, even when we think it’s not convenient,
things will work out and we may have a few surprises along
the way. The Church is the people and the more people
that come to know and benefit by participating, the better
things will be. Not my will, but thy will be done.”
- Thelma C. ‘Toke’ Heiman, Honorary Co-Chair
“We support the Vibrant
Ministries Appeal because
it will give our Diocese
more vitality and enthusiasm to encounter a vibrant
church in our present time
and to carry our Diocese
into the future for generations to come.”
– Jose M. and Maria I .
Sanchez, Co-Chairs,
Executive Committee

“As I work and travel throughout
southwest Kansas, I come in contact
with people in our communities
with multiple needs, and observe
how the Catholic Church supports
their needs through faith in Jesus
Christ. Our support of the Vibrant
Ministries Appeal is a testament of
our own faith as disciples of Christ.”
– Ron Eakes, Co-Chair,
Executive Committee

“We believe all the
various ministries
of the appeal are
equally important.
They each touch on
a distinct area of
need in the Diocese.”
– Farrel and Mary
Ellen Bleumer,
Honorary Co-Chairs

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Appeal Leadership
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt, Bishop
Honorary Co-Chairs

Farrel and Mary Ellen Bleumer
Thelma C. “Toke” Heiman
Gerald and Joan Vogel

Executive Committee

Ron Eakes, Co-Chair
Jose Manuel and Maria Isabel Sanchez, Co-Chairs
Norma Alvarez
Bill and Ruth Baalmann
Maurice Bleumer
Joe Gleason
Luis and Catalina Guzmán
Trish Keller
Greg and Regina Lix
Adan and Maria Monarrez
Ignacio Ortiz
Deacon Oscar and Marta Rodriguez
Duane Tasset

Priest Committee

Rev. Reginald Urban, Chair
Rev. Robert Schremmer, Vice Chair
Rev. John Maes, Honorary Member
Most Rev. Ronald Gilmore, Bishop Emeritus
Rev. Don Bedore
Rev. Bernard Felix
Rev. John Forkuoh
Rev. Charles Seiwert
Rev. Ted Skalsky

Development Office
Mark Roth, Director

Development Counsel
E. Jane Rutter, CFRE
Steier Group

Bishop’s Parish Visits
October 2016 - July 2017

City
Ashland
Belpre
Claflin
Coldwater
Deerfield
Dighton
Dodge City
Elkhart
Ellinwood
Fowler
Garden City
Garden City
Garden City
Great Bend-St Patrick
Great Bend-St Rose
Greensburg
Hanston
Hoisington
Hugoton
Ingalls
Jetmore
Johnson
Kinsley
Kiowa
LaCrosse
Lakin
Larned
Leoti
Liberal
Liebenthal
Marienthal
Meade
Medicine Lodge
Ness City
Odin
Offerle
Olmitz
Plains
Pratt
Ransom
Satanta
Scott City
Sharon
Spearville
St John
Syracuse
Timken
Tribune
Ulysses
Wright

Date
Apr 22/23
June 24/25
June 17/18
Apr 22/23
Jan 21/22
Feb 11/12
Oct 8/9
Mar 4/5
June 17/18
Dec 17/18
Jan 21/22
Jan 28/29
Feb 25-26
May 20/21
May 13/14
Apr 1
Apr 29/30
June 10/11
Mar 4/5
Nov 19/20
Apr 29/30
Mar 11/12
July 22/23
July 8/9
July 1/2
Jan 14/15
June 24/25
July 16
Dec 3/4
July 1/2
Mar 18/19
Dec 17/18
July 8/9
May 5/6
May 20/21
July 22/23
June 10/11
Dec 17/18
Dec 10/11
May 5/6
Jan 8
Feb 11/12
July 8/9
Oct 29/30
Dec 10/11
Jan 14/15
July 1/2
Mar 18/19
Mar 11/12
Oct 22/23

Parish
Mass Times-Saturday/Mass Times-Sunday
10:30am
St. Joseph
8:30am
St. Bernard
8:30am
Imm. Conception
5pm
Holy Spirit
8:30am-Bilingual
Christ the King
9am
St. Theresa
5pm Eng-7pm Span
9am Eng-12pm Span
Cathedral
6pm Span
9am-Eng
St. Joan of Arc
5pm
10:30pm
St. Joseph
10:30am
St. Anthony
11am Eng, 1pm Span
St. Mary
4:30pm Eng-6pm Span 8am Eng, 9:30am Span
St. Mary
5:30pm
10:30am
St. Dominic
9:30am St Pat
Prince of Peace 5pm-St Pat
5:30pm
8am, 10am, 12:30pm-Span
Prince of Peace
5:30pm
St. Joseph
6pm
St. Anthony
5pm
10:00am
St. John
11am Eng-1pm Span
St. Helen
8:30am
St. Stanislaus
9am
St. Lawrence
6:15pm
Eng-7:30pm
St. Bernadette
Span
10am
St. Nicholas
5:30pm
8:30am
St. John
10am
St. Michael
9:45am Bilingual
St. Anthony
6pm
10:30am
Sacred Heart
5pm
9am Eng
St. Anthony
9am Eng; 11am, 1pm Span
St. Anthony
5:30pm
Eng-7pm
Span
8am
St. Joseph
St. Mary
7pm
8:30am
St. John
10:30am
Holy Rosary
10:30am Eng, 1pm Span
Sacred Heart
5pm
8am
Holy Family
8am
St. Joseph
8am
St. Ann
7pm
St. Patrick
5:30pm
8:30am Eng
Sacred Heart
5:30pm Eng
St. Aloysius
8:00am
8:30am Eng-10:45am Span
St. Alphonsus
11am
St. Joseph
6pm
St. Boniface
6pm
9:30am
St. John
5:30pm
11:45am
St. John
10:30am (MT) Bilingual
St. Raphael
Holy Trinity
5:30pm
10:30am (MT) 11:30am (CT)
St. Joseph
9am Eng-11am Span
Mary Queen of Peace
9am
St. Andrew
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Larned’s new
parish education
center reflects
a unified
community effort
By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
he completion of the new parish education center at
Sacred Heart Parish in Larned is reflective of a unified community effort.
When neighbors were concerned when Sacred Heart Parish
began plans to build the new center, Father Warren Stecklein, pastor, and the various building committees, listened,
and avoided building on the land directly adjacent to a line of
homes.
“The challenge of constructing on the site of the school
building is that there was no place to hold (PSR) classes
between the time the school was razed and the new building
constructed,” Father Stecklein explained. “Also, it would have
meant the continuation of on-street parking. The safety and
practicality issue would have been if the building were erected
on the present playground.
“That would have been to the ire of neighbors and would
have placed a parking area between two buildings where
children are present – therefore placing pedestrian traffic and
automobile traffic in the same spot.”
The project broke ground in late 2015 with the razing of Sacred
Heart School, which closed as a diocesan school in 2004.
Sacred Heart parishioners expressed concern about costs,
wanting to avoid a “Taj Mahal” -- a center whose high costs
reflected unnecessary expenditures.
Father Stecklein and the committees listened, keeping the
designs simple.
“And yet, a little creativity can result in impressive accomplishments,” he said, “such as the repurposing of kneelers that date
back to Monsignor (A.F.) Preisner’s days as pastor (from 19491966), and designs used in the old cathedral in Dodge City.”
The center pays respect to the history of the region. Members of the former Holy Rosary Parish in Burdett, which closed
in 1997, have become a significant part of Sacred Heart Parish,
Father Stecklein explained. As a tribute to those members,
the daily Mass chapel was named “Holy Rosary Chapel.”
Dozens of people helped to see the project through to
completion. The parish conducted a capitol campaign to raise
funds for the center, led by a Capital Campaign Committee,
with the help of many more people who offered their assistance, including several who served on the parish Building
Committee.
The two committees worked hand-in-hand along with other
commissions and organizations in the parish to see that the
job was done to everyone’s satisfaction. Benefactors who are
helping to fund the project will pay over a three-year period.
Besides the Daily Mass Chapel, the center also boasts
several classrooms, a conference room, kitchen, offices, and
a large gathering area with acoustic floor tile for enhanced
sound projection.

T

Photos by David Myers

Clockwise from top,
left: The Holy Rosary
Chapel is named after
the Burdett parish
that closed in 1997.
Father Warren Stecklein, pastor, stands
in the Holy Rosary
Daily Mass chapel.
The gathering area
in the new education
center boasts acoustic floor tile. Sister Jan
Roberts, CSJ, looks
at a stained glass
window dedicated
to Saints Maria and
Isidore, the farmer, in
the Holy Rosary daily
Mass chapel.

Brian Bergkamp lived his life as a Good Samaritan
By CHRIS RIGGS
Catholic Advance
ICHITA -- Brian Bergkamp was known in
the seminary as a man who gave of himself without asking for anything in return.
He felt called to give of himself once again
Saturday, July 9. Bergkamp, 24, was kayaking
with four friends on the Arkansas River when
one of the women in the group fell out of her
kayak after they hit rough water.
According to officials, the seminarian went in
after her and was able to help her reach safety,
but was pulled under by the strong current.
“I knew Brian to be an exceptional seminar-

W

Wichita seminarian
Brian Bergkamp

ian, well on his way to demonstrating so many
of the qualities needed to be a good and faithful
priest,” Bishop Carl A. Kemme wrote in an email.
“I personally looked forward to the day when I
might be able to ordain him.”
Bishop Kemme said Brian was quiet, dedicated, diligent in his work and studies, and presented himself always with a sense of decorum
and maturity, well beyond his years.
“I was looking forward to how God would use
him as a priest in the Diocese of Wichita. Now,
we must all mourn his much anticipated ministry
and the many fruits we all knew would be abundant by his priestly life and ministry.”

Life on this side of heaven is full of mysteries,
contradictions, ironies, Bishop Kemme said.
“Brian’s untimely death is full of these mysteries,
which must wait until heaven to be solved.”
Brian showed a true priestly quality in his last
moments, he said, apparently saving the life of
another while risking his own. “This all took place
on the weekend when we heard the parable of
the Good Samaritan. Brian was living that parable in his last moments. No one could ever hope
for or expect a greater homily than this!”
Editor’s Note: Brian Bergkamp’s body was
discovered by fishermen on Aug. 1.
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Primera visión del Resucitado Señor

L

Obispo Emeritus
Ronald M. Gilmore

Otro Camino

os más cercanos a Jesús no tomaron su muerte
muy bien. El ya no estaba. Estaban tristes.
Tenían miedo. Estaban confundidos. Estaban
desconcertados.
Su desaparición los dejo así, pero esa precisa
desaparición (la tumba vacía estaba de evidencia)
también era la primera señal de su Resurrección.
Para ser más precisos, no era una señal grande y
convincente: no como la cena en Emaús, no como
esa noche del día de la Resurrección en el Cuarto
de Arriba, no como la aparición ante Tomas. Aun
así, era una señal buena que se podía usar.

Y nosotros no hemos tomado su desaparición
mejor que ellos, así que ahora es una buena señal
para nosotros. Cuando nuestra propia oración se
pone fría, cuando parece que nada sucede, y nos
ponemos tristes, inquietos, y confundidos, Jesús,
en realidad, si parece que no está. Parece que
se ha escondido.
Ese es el tiempo de recordar que su Desaparición fue la primera señal de su Resurrección. Fue
la primera evidencia de que ahora viene hacia
nosotros de una forma diferente. Fue la primera
visión de ellos, y también la de nosotros, del ahora
Señor-Resucitado.

Préstamos abusivos= trampa

Así que sean como los Apóstoles, y como Santa
Maria Magdalena, el Apóstol de los Apóstoles. Ellos
no se hundieron en el desánimo, ni se rindieron
ante la lucha. Continuaron con la lucha.
Usen su desaparición (no durara) como el Señor
quiere que la usen: para debilitar nuestras ataduras hacia el mundo y hacia nuestro propio juicio
terco; para vaciarnos; para hacer campo para el
Verdadero Dios (no el que nos imaginamos); para
liberarnos, para El.
¿Ahora lo vemos, y ahora no? No es así. Ahora
lo vemos por la Fe, y no por la Mirada.

de deuda

No sean engañados por ‘préstamos de día de pago’

“En la imitación de Nuestro Maestro, se pide a los
cristianos para hacer frente a la pobreza
de nuestros hermanos y hermanas, para tocarlo,
para que sea nuestro propio y tomar
medidas prácticas para aliviarlo “.
--Papa Francisco

N

Por Obispo Edward Weisenburger

uestro Santo Padre designó 2016 como Año Jubilar
de la Merced. Desde los tiempos bíblicos, una de las
características de un Año Jubilar ha sido la cancelación de
las deudas que estaban más allá de la capacidad de los
pobres para pagar. Liberación de la psicológica y material “prisión” de la deuda es la metáfora perfecta de la
misericordia de Dios.
En consonancia con el espíritu de la misericordia, me
gustaría invitar a todos los ciudadanos de Kansas a tomar
las palabras del Papa Francisco ‘a pecho para que, juntos,
confrontemos y tocemos a una forma particular de pobreza injusta que afecta a decenas de miles de nuestros
hermanos y hermanas: préstamo de día de pago endeudamiento. Para hacer frente a esta situación, en palabras
del Papa Francisco, significa que debemos comenzar con
datos concretos acerca de la industria. Tocar esta pobreza,
construyendo sobre la quota del Santo Padre, significa
resistir la tentación de voltiar los ojos lejos del sufrimiento
de nuestros vecinos; encogiéndose de apagado como el
resultado de la irresponsabilidad financiera o la ignorancia
que no tiene nada que ver conmigo.
Comenzando con hechos concretos, debemos tomar nota
que abusar de los pobres al prestar dinero a las personas
en crisis en asombrosamente altas tasas de interés es una
práctica que fue condenado o restringido por todas las
civilizaciones. Este comportamiento abusivo fue reconocido como destructivo y corrosivo para las comunidades
y la sociedad. Sin embargo, con la moderna industria de
préstamo de día de pago, lo que estaba correctamente
etiquetada reprobable y depredador ahora se presenta
como amigable, seguro y legítimo; De hecho, se presenta
como un servicio financiero altruista. El hecho es que
nada podría estar más lejos de la verdad. Entonces, ¿qué
es la verdad?
Hechos:
1.
Prestamistas se aprovechan del estado de desesperación que sufren las personas en circunstancias
financiera desesperada. Es esta sensación de crisis que
hace que las personas (a menudo con poca comprensión
financiera, y algunas otras opciones) para iniciar un ciclo
invisible de la deuda de la que rápidamente se hace prácticamente imposible escapar. En 1995, había 37 entidades
de préstamo de día de pago en Kansas; para el año 2014,
este número aumentó a 347. Lamentablemente, Kansas
tiene una de las tasas más altas de uso de préstamos de
día de pago en el país en ocho por ciento de la población!
Esto significa que 175.000 de nuestros familiares, amigos
y vecinos están atrapados por la deuda de día de pago.
2.
A diferencia de la corriente principal y más productos financieros reguladas (como bancos o instituciones
de ahorro y préstamo), la mayoría de los préstamos de
dia de pago proporcionan escasa protección de los con-

sumidores. El préstamo promedio es de $ 300 y debe ser
devuelto dentro de dos semanas - cuando el prestatario
recibe su próximo cheque de pago. Las tasas cobradas
por el préstamo son equivalentes a una tasa anual es de
más del 300 por ciento. Estadísticamente, más del 80 por
ciento de los préstamos no puede ser pagado dentro de
este período de tiempo. El resultado suele ser un préstamo
que termina con tasas duplicado o triplicado! La suma
inicial constituye más de un tercio de la renta disponible
del prestatario medio, dejando menos dinero para pagar
las necesidades humanas básicas como la alimentación,
la vivienda, el transporte hasta el lugar de empleo y los
servicios públicos.
3.
¿Quién tiene mayor riesgo? Nadie es más vulnerable a las consecuencias catastróficas de tasas “globo” que
los que viven con ingresos fijos o que han sido designados
por las agencias de servicios sociales como altamente
vulnerables e incapaces de asegurar ingresos adicionales
debido a la edad avanzada, discapacidad, o algún otro
circunstancia crítica. En 2014, 1,006,388 préstamos se
realizaron a los ciudadanos de Kansas por un total de casi
$392 millones. Sobre la base de los promedios nacionales,
se hicieron decenas de miles de estos préstamos a los
residentes de Kansas que ganan menos de $ 20,000 por
año. Aproximadamente 30,000 de los prestatarios más
pobres dependen de Asistencia Temporal para Familias
Necesitadas (TANF), seguro de incapacidad o de Seguridad
Social como una fuente importante, o incluso principal
de ingresos. Lo que esto significa es que una cantidad
sustancial de los taxes de Kansas están siendo canalizados
a través de los pobres y en a los bolsillos de la industria
de préstamo de día de pago! Por otra parte, 53 “Advance
America” solo en el estado de Kansas son propiedad de Salinas Pliego, un multimillonario mexicano. No sólo el dinero
de los impuestos de Kansas que se canaliza a través de los
pobres y en los bolsillos de la industria de préstamo de día
de pago, pero una significativa va a un multimillonario en
un país extranjero! Lo que es más preocupante es que a
nuestros vecinos más pobres y los compañeros de trabajo,
que legítimamente dependen de cada centavo de la ayuda
pública para el cuidado de sus hijos o familiares enfermos,
había sido necesario pagar un estimado de diez millones
de dólares en intereses y cargos sobre estos préstamos.
Cada prestatario paga un promedio de $325. A medida
que el límite anual para TANF es de $1,300, casi un tercio
cruciale del ingreso figo sería necesario para dar servicio
a un préstamo.
Una vez más, hay que recordar que El Papa Francisco ha
pedido que hagamos la pobreza nuestra y tomar medidas
prácticas para aliviarlo. Hay poca ayuda proporcionada por
las agencias federales encargados de la supervisión de esta
industria. En Mayo de este año, la Oficina de Protección
Financiera del Consumidor publicó nuevas regulaciones
preliminares destinadas a responder a la protesta pública.
Análisis de las normas propuestas revela numerosas deficiencias, especialmente en relación con la verificación
de la capacidad de un cliente para pagar los préstamos y
permitiría a las necesidades fundamentales. Soluciones
de personal y legislativos locales son claramente necesarios.

Me uno a mis hermanos obispos de Kansas para dar
las gracias a todos por sus contribuciones a las redes de
seguridad y programas de extensión de caridad en sus
parroquias y comunidades. Tal vez llegar a un mejor comprensión de cómo muchos habitantes de Kansas creen que
su única opción es recurrir a prestamistas depredadores
nos llevarán a ser aún más complicado.
Si usted se está preguntando “¿qué puedo hacer?”, Mi
respuesta sería la de considerar en oración en contactar
a sus legisladores estatales y pedirles que iniciar o apoyar
verdaderas reformas que proporcionarán protección al
consumidor similares otorgadas a aquellos que utilizan
las principales instituciones financieras (bancos o entidades de ahorro y préstamo) todos los días. Pedimos un
enfoque especial en aquellos que ya son considerados
particularmente vulnerables a la falsa seguridad anunciado
por los prestamistas depredadores en prácticamente todas las calles, pero anuncian principalmente en nuestros
vecindarios más pobres. Al hacer esto usted va a tomar
parte en nuestro esfuerzo Año de la Merced para cumplir
con la petición del Santo Padre que tomemos medidas
prácticas para aliviar la pobreza injusta que, literalmente,
nos rodea. Sin duda, este trabajo corporal y espiritual
de la Merced es una perfecta participación en este Año
Santo de la Merced. Lo que una conclusión adecuada
sería si pudiéramos iniciar la liberación de nuestro bello
estado y sus residentes más pobres de este cruel grillete
de la aplastante deuda.- Obispo Edward J. Weisenburger,
Diócesis de Salina.
PRÉSTAMOS ABUSIVOS = TRAMPA DE LA DEUDA
La verdad al descubierto:
Familias de Kansas merecen seguridad y dignidad, NO
tasas de interés de 391%
“Cuando una familia no tiene suficiente para comer
porque tiene que pagar los préstamos de usureros”,
dijo el Papa, elevando el nivel de volumen considerablemente, “Esto no es Cristiano! Esto no es humano!”
-- Papa Francisco, 2014
•
Préstamo de día de pago y título son injusto y
depredador y en contradicción directa con la enseñanza
social católica.
•
El promedio de una persona que toma prestado
$500 y no puede pagar el préstamo por un año completo
en última instancia, paga $1,800 en cargos. Al final de ese
año, todavía estará en deuda por el préstamo original
$500.
•
Préstamo de día de pago y título de caro utilizan
un modelo de negocio llamado “Churning” que repite
endeudamiento en lugar de pagar la deuda. El modelo de
negocio aumenta el beneficio cuando los prestatarios no
pueden.
•
El noventa por ciento de las ganancias de la industria provienen de los prestatarios atrapados.
•
La industria de día de pago utiliza métodos de
publicidades agresivas y engañosas y localiza sus tiendas
en los vecindarios de bajos ingresos y cerca de tiendas frecuentadas por los más vulnerables de las comunidades.
•
En contradicción directa con la enseñanza social
Continúa en la página siguiente
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Un obispo en la carretera
C

omo antiguo profesor de física / informática / matemáticas, me gustan los
números. Algunos periódicos, revistas o
artículos de la Web introducen su tema con
un gráfico “cifras”. ¿Qué dicen “los números”
de mis viajes en la diócesis durante estos
cinco años como su obispo?
• 145 misas de confirmación
• 65 visitas a escuelas católicas
• 42 visitas con PSR, grupos de jóvenes, o
reuniones de jóvenes

+ Reverendo
John B. Brungardt
Obispo de Dodge City

• 28 servicios penitenciales parroquiales
• cientos de otras misas y visitas
¡Uf! El nuevo espectáculo itinerante de su
obispo comienza este otoño: Las visitas de
nuestra Petición Ministerios Vibrantes – Uniendo a nuestra Iglesia.

Este número del SKC contiene mi programa de visitas a todas las parroquias, y para
celebrar la misa cada fin de semana mientras que animo a la participación en nuestra
Petición Ministerios Vibrantes durante los
próximos 12 meses. En octubre y noviembre,
voy a empezar con cuatro parroquias “piloto”; en diciembre 2016 hasta marzo de 2017
voy a viajar a 20 parroquias de la “primera
ola”, y de abril a julio voy a terminar con 24
parroquias en la “segunda ola”.
“Son mis 3 objectivas para la Petición Ministerios Vibrantes promover sus tres prioridades:….”: obras de misericordia, formación,
y vocaciones sacerdotales; nuestro llamado,
como miembros de nuestra parroquia y de
nuestra diócesis, a ser generosos como discípulos de Jesús; y mi petición de que usted
y su familia podrán considerar en la oración
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una limosna de sacrificio para la Petición.
Estoy muy agradecido a nuestros comités
que trabajan duro en este esfuerzo diocesano: el equipo de liderazgo, el comité ejecutivo, los co-chairs honorarios, el comité presbiteral; todo ellos con la ayuda de nuestro
director de desarrollo, Mark Roth, y nuestro
asesor de desarrollo del Steier Group, E. Jane
Rutter, nuestro personal diocesano, y muchos
otros. ¡Qué gente tan dedicada!
Deseo verlos a todos ustedes durante mis
viajes estos próximos 12 meses. Jesús le
dijo a su Padre Celestial: “Yo les di la gloria
que tú me diste para que sean uno como lo
somos nosotros” (Juan 17,22). Unámonos
con nuestro Dios de amor, y con los demás.
Gracias por sus oraciones, y estén seguros
que cuentan con las mías.
+ Monseñor John

Ministerios Vibrantes--Uniendo a nuestra Iglesia Liderazgo para la Petición
Reverendísimo John B. Brungardt, Obispo
Co-Chairs
Honorarios
Farrel y Mary Ellen
Bleumer
Thelma C. “Toke”
Heiman
Gerald y Joan Vogel
Co�it� E�e�utivo
Ron Eakes, Co-Chair
José Manuel y
María Isabel
Sánchez,
Co-Chairs
Norma Alvarez
Bill y Ruth
Baalmann
Maurice Bleumer
Joe Gleason
Luis y Catalina
Guzmán
Trish Keller
Greg y Regina Lix
Adán y Maria
Monárrez
Ignacio Ortiz
Diácono Oscar y
Marta Rodríguez
Duane Tasset

Co�it� de
“Mientras trabajo y viajo alrededor del Suroeste
de Kansas,
“Nosotros creemos que los dife
Sa�erdotes
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n
ció
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de
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ren
Rev. Reginald
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ti
Urban, Chair
Católica los asiste en sus necesidades por med
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áre
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io
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Cad
la fe en
Rev. Robert
Jesucristo. Nuestro apoyo a la Petición Ministeri
necesidad en nuestra
de
os
nta
Vibra
ti
nSchremmer,
tes es un testimonio de nuestra propia fe com
is.”
o
ces
discí
Dió
pulo
s
Vice Chair
de Cristo.”
rel y Mary Ellen Bleumer,
Far
–
Rev. John Maes,
– Ron Eakes, Co-Chair, Comité Ejecutivo
Co-Chairs Honorarios
Miembro Honorario
Reverendísimo
Ronald Gilmore,
“Oramos que por el despertar de nuestros corazones y por el remover de
Obispo Emérito
nuestras almas, el Espíritu de Dios perdurará y nos unirá en Cristo para que de
Rev. Don Bedore
todo corazón podamos responder al llamado de nuestro Obispo de apoyar la
Rev. Bernard Felix
Petición Ministerios Vibrantes. Que el amor de Dios nos reúna para que podaRev. John Forkuoh
mos compartir con generosidad los regalos que se nos han dado. ¿Podemos
Rev. Charles
responder como una sola familia, uniéndonos para hacer estas obras de amor?”
Seiwert
– Gerald y Joan Vogel, Co-Chairs Honorarios
Rev. Ted Skalsky
O�i�ina de
Desarro��o
Mark Roth, Director
Conse�o de
Desarro��o
E. Jane Rutter, CFRE
Steier Group

no es con“Si ayudamos a las personas, aun cuando pensamos que
as sorcuant
unas
veniente, las cosas resultarán y tal vez tendremos
nas
perso
más
presas en el camino. La Iglesia son las personas y entre
cosas
las
vienen a conocer y se benefician por participar, entonces
tuya.”
la
sino
tad,
volun
mi
estarán mejor. No se haga
– Thelma C. ‘Toke’ Heiman, Co-Chair Honorario

Ver el calendario
Obispo Brungardt en
la página 8.
“Apoyamos a la
Petición Ministerios
Vibrantes porque le
dará a nuestra Diócesis
más vitalidad y entusiasmo para encontrar
una Iglesia vibrante en
este momento y llevar
a nuestra Diócesis
hacia el futuro para las
generaciones que han
de venir.”
– José Manuel y
María Isabel Sánchez,
Co-Chairs, Comité
Ejecutivo

No sean engañados por ‘préstamos de día de pago’
Viene de la página anterior
católica, prestamistas de día de pago y
títulos se dirigen directa y específicamente
a los más vulnerables en gran agitación
financiera con pocas opciones para una
salida.
•
Día de pago y préstamos de título
despojan la dignidad del deudor, y destruye

la estabilidad financiera de nuestros habitantes de Kansas más marginados.
•
Hay 347 tiendas de día de pago en
todo el estado, sin embargo, los honorarios
pagados a estos prestamistas es de $ 54
millones de dólares!
•
Mientras que Kansas no ha autorizado préstamos de automóviles de título,

prestamistas de título de automóvil son
capaces de evitar el límite de la tasa del
36 por ciento de Kansas en los préstamos
a corto plazo y define los préstamos del
título del coche como de extremo abierto y
de carga 264 por ciento de interés a 360!
Para obtener más información sobre
cómo Caridades Católicas lucha contra el

Sesiones de conscientización
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios
que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles en
ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores.
Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el
períodico Southwest Kansas Register y la página electrónica
de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.

problema de los préstamos abusivos y abogando por una reforma legislativa a través
del Proyecto Kansas Loan Pool Project,
contacte:
Claudette Humphrey 785-825-0208 or
chumphrey@ccnks.org

Línea especial para víctimas de abuso sexual
Dodge City –Spanish
Sunday, August 14, 2016
From: 5:00 – 8:00 pm
Cathedral Our Lady Of Guadalupe
St. Augustine
3231 N. 14th Avenue
Dodge City, KS 67801
Contact Person: Norma Alvarez
PGC Facilitator: Norma Alvarez

Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido víctima de
abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier empleado de la
Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el Sister
Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o
(620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net.
Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a
Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.
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DEBT TRAP

From Page 5
in thanking each of you for your contributions to
safety networks and charitable outreach programs in your parishes and communities. Perhaps
coming to a better understanding of just how
many Kansans believe their only option is to turn
to predatory lenders will move us to become even
more involved.
If you’re asking yourself “what can I do?” my response would be to prayerfully consider contacting
your state legislators and asking them to initiate
or support true reforms that will provide similar
consumer protections afforded to those who use
mainstream financial institutions (banks or savings
and loan institutions) every day. We ask for a special
focus on those who are already considered particularly vulnerable to the false security advertised
by predatory lenders on virtually every street, but
primarily advertised in our poorest neighborhoods.
In doing so you will be taking part in our Year of
Mercy effort to fulfill the Holy Father’s request that
we take practical steps to alleviate the unjust poverty
that literally surrounds us. Surely this Corporal and
Spiritual Work of Mercy is a perfect participation in
this holy Year of Mercy. What a fitting conclusion
it would be if we could initiate the liberation our
beautiful state and its poorest residents from this
cruel shackle of crushing debt.
– Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger,
Diocese of Salina.

PREDATORY LENDING = DEBT TRAP

The truth unveiled: Kansas families deserve
security and dignity, NOT 391% interest rates
“When a family doesn’t have enough to eat because it has to pay off loans to usurers,” the pope
said, raising the volume level considerably, “this
isn’t Christian! It’s not human!”
-- Pope Francis, 2014
• Payday and title lending is unjust and predatory and in direct contradiction to Catholic Social
Teaching.
• An average person who borrows $500 and
cannot pay off the full loan for a year will ultimately pay $1,800 in fees. At the end of that year,
they will still be in debt for the original $500 loan.
• Payday and car title lending use a business
model called “churning” that ensures repeated
borrowing instead of paying off the debt. The business model increases profit when borrowers fail.
• Ninety percent of industry profits come from
trapped borrowers.
• The payday industry utilizes aggressive and
deceptive advertising methods and locates its
stores in lower income neighborhoods and close
to shops frequented by the most vulnerable in
communities.
• In direct contradiction of Catholic social teaching, payday and title lenders directly and specifically target the most vulnerable in great financial
upheaval with few choices for a way out.
• Payday and title lending strips the dignity of
the borrower and destroys financial stability of
our most marginalized Kansans.
• There are 347 payday stores statewide, yet
the fees paid to these lenders is $54 million!
• While Kansas has not authorized car-title
lending, car title lenders are able to avoid Kansas’
36 percent rate cap on closed-end small loans by
defining car title loans as opened-end and charging 264 to 360 percent interest!
For more information on how Catholic Charities is combatting the issue of predatory lending
and advocating for legislative reform through the
Kansa Loan Pool Project, contact:
Claudette Humphrey 785-825-0208 or chumphrey@ccnks.org
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‘Summer Day with the Seminarians’

Students take a day off of summer break to
learn what it means to discern the priesthood

Photos by Steve Hessman

Seminarian John Stang speaks to
youth at the “Summer Day with
the Seminarians.”

Deacons Mark Brantley (left) and Jacob Schneider judge towers made by
the participants using Popsicle sticks and duct tape.

By JOHN STANG
Special to the Catholic
Editor’s Note: John Stang is a seminarian for the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.
He attends St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary in Denver.
early 20 middle school and high
school students took a day from
their summer vacation July 8 to learn
about discernment for the diocesan
priesthood.
The “Summer Day with the Seminarians” provided a balance of talks on
religious vocations, Mass, extended
prayer time and physical activities, such
as dodgeball and a relay race.
The Office of Priestly Vocations hosted
the event held at St. Dominic Church
in Garden City. Father Wesley Schawe,
vocations director for the Diocese of
Dodge City, began the day by asking the
question: “What does it mean for us to
be God’s co-worker?”
Father Schawe explained that God
fashioned every person with certain
skills, qualities and a vocation for their
lives. A skill is an action that a person
may perform, like a talent at music or
sports. A quality is a gift or character
trait exemplified by an individual. For
example, someone might be a good
listener or teacher.
Finally, a vocation is the state in life or
mission given to a person by God: priesthood, Religious, married or single life.
“We have what God’s given to us, but
it’s what we do with it,” Father Schawe
said.
Father Schawe elaborated that the
gifts given to us by God should be used
to further his glory.
The Most Rev. John Brungardt celebrated Mass for the boys, with newly
ordained Rev. Mr. Mark Brantley serving
as deacon. Bishop Brungardt asked the
young men to think about what it means
to be a protector for those they serve as
a father, whether as a spiritual or biological father.

N

Participants celebrate Mass at St. Dominic Church in Garden City.

Youth take part in fun competition during the day with the seminarians.
Seminarian John Stang, from
Prince of Peace Parish in Great
Bend, gave another talk on how to
better listen to God’s call in prayer
and answered some general questions about seminary life.
“I learned that seminary life isn’t
as easy as everyone thinks it is,”
Omar Donjuan, 15, said.
The attendees then took some
time in Eucharistic adoration to pray
about the material presented. Matt
Haselhorst, 17, said the adoration
time allowed him to think about
some questions he had about himself, reflecting on what he should
change.
The young men also competed
against each other in dodgeball and

a timed relay race. To test their
creativity, they formed groups to
construct towers out of Popsicle
sticks, duct tape and paper to see
how many books the tower could
hold. Deacon Jacob Schneider organized the physical activities for the
day.
The “Summer Day with the Seminarians” replaced two other events
offered by the Office of Priestly
Vocations, “Sports with the Seminarians” and “Companion Camp.”
The “Companion Camp” was hosted
at Conception Seminary College in
Missouri. The July 8 event included
teens from Dodge City, Garden City,
Cimarron and other surrounding
communities.
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A reﬂection on the harvest
Continued from Page 1
Germany in 1879,” said Paul. “He settled
in Buffalo, New York for several years,
so he could make enough money to
come to Kansas. He was always interested in raising cattle, so he homesteaded three quarters in the 1800’s that
was all grass land.
“When his estate was settled, our
Grandfather, Julius Schlochtermeier,
inherited the land to raise cattle. Over
the years approximately one-third was
broken up into cropland and the rest is
still pasture to this day.
“The family lived in a dug-out in the
side of a Sand Hill and used branches
from the salt marsh for a roof.
“Our parents, Peter and Susie
(Debes) Schlochtermeier, lived on the
land their entire married life, raising
wheat and cattle. Mom always had a big
garden which helped sustain them in the
‘dirty 30’s.’”
“Today, we raise wheat, milo, soybeans, corn, alfalfa and rye for cattle
pasture,” Paul added.
Ed and Paul have always enjoyed
farming and being outdoors. “I
couldn’t see me behind a desk, even
though the hours are long and the
rewards are not always great,” Paul
related. “As we got older it gave Jason
the opportunity to farm with us and
take over someday.
“With all the technological changes

to farming, some things never change,”
Paul continued. “We still have to have
enough rainfall and sunshine to produce our crops.”
Kansas wheat farmers know all too
well the uncertainty of their work, and
what they must do to make everything
work to finish yet another harvest. As
Paul remarked, “Some of the wheat is
very good and some is not so good.
Wheat in sandy soil tends to not yield
as much.
“No two wheat harvests are the same.
We are still dependent on the grace of
God to help us grow our crops and produce our livestock.”
“We have always enjoyed the cattle
side of farming a little more than grain
farming,” the brothers say. “Farming
sandy land doesn’t produce as well, but
is excellent for cattle, since it is seldom
muddy.”
“Seeing a cow take care of a newborn
calf is almost like watching a miracle happen,” Paul said.
At the time of the interview, the
Schlochtermeier brothers were busy
preparing their machinery for the annual June rite -- wheat harvest.
A kernel of wheat has so much potential, despite how small it looks, or, as
I found out as a young girl, a handful of
wheat can make make pretty good chewing gum.

“With all the technological changes to farming,
some things never change,” Paul continued. “We
still have to have enough rainfall and sunshine
to produce our crops.”

Photo by Charlene Scott-Myers

Mother Teresa, José Sánchez del Río,
Rev. José Brochero to be canonized

B

lessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta will be canonized by Pope
Francis on Sept. 4. Coverage of this
event will be included in the Sept.
11 issue of the SKC.
Blessed José Sánchez del Río, the
young Mexican martyr, and Argentine Rev. José Gabriel Rosario Brochero will both be canonized by the
Holy Father on Oct. 16.
Blessed José was just 14 when he
was martyred by the Mexican govern-

ment during the Cristeros War, after
refusing to deny his faith.
Father Brochero was known for being particularly close to the poor and
the sick, and helped care for those who
contracted cholera during the epidemic
in 1867. Eventually, he contracted leprosy from a leper in his parish, causing
him to eventually become blind and
deaf and to relinquish his parish duties,
spending his last few years living with
his sisters at home.

The Schlochtermeier family prepares to head to the fields on a warm, sunny
morning in June. From left are Jason Schlochtermeier, Jason’s daughter, Maddy
with new dog, Trixie, Ed and Paul Schlochtermeier.

Kansas Wheat Production

Harvested acres: 8.1 million
Statewide average: 56 bu/ac
Forecasted total: 453.6 million bushels
23% of the nation’s crop
As of July 12--USDA NASS Report
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2016 Ste�ardship Con�erence, Aug. 27

‘Be Light Where There is Darkness’
9:30 a.m.-3:50 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 27,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City
Breakout Sessions:

• Event is Free and open to all!

• Includes lunch

• Keynote speakers:
• Dr. Mirta M. Martin - President, Fort Hays
State university • Shane Lopez, Ph.D. Gallup
Senior Scientist and Research Director of the
Clifton Strengths Institute • James Berlucchi
Executive Director of the Spitzer Center

• Several breakout sessions
• Many vendors operating
booths throughout the day
• Free take-aways
• Free childcare

Making Hope Happen -- Spend time unpacking how hope can make a difference in the lives of
the people in your parish and more importantly, how to spread it in your parish.
Shane Lopez, Gallup Senior Scientist and Research Director of the Clifton Strengths Institute
Warning Signs of Suicide -- The signs of suicide in children and adults are subtle and can go
unnoticed. Learn how to look for warning signs of suicide and provide hope for friends, family
and neighbors coping with the struggles of life.
Richard Falcon, Compassion Behavioral Health
Expanding KanCare - KanCare is designed to help Kansans who fall in the middle of too
much income or too little to qualify for existing health insurance programs. Learn what the
status is of KanCare is and how to help.
Sheldon Weisgrau, Director Health Reform Resource Project
How to Keep Young Adults in the Church - During Bishop Brungardt’s tour of the diocese,
a concern that emerged is how to keep young adults in the Church. Learn practical ideas to
help your church be a place young adults want to be.
Father Jarett Konrady, St. Nicholas, Hays
What Young Adults Look for in Parish Life - Young adults are responding to parish life in
different ways. Tried and true ideas do not work like they used to. Learn practical ideas to
help your church be a place young adults want to be.
Gentry Heimerman, Director of Young Adult Ministry, Diocese of Dodge City
Support families with adult children with disabilities - Often support services are available to families with young children with disabilities. But, what is available for families
with adult children with disabilities? Learn how to help families in their times of need
raising children with disabilities.
Rick Cagan, Executive Director, National Alliance on Mental Illness- NAMI Kansas

For more information or to register (for lunch count),
contact Eric Haselhorst, (620) 227-1537,
or you can register online at
www.dcdiocese.org/stewardship

“Making Hope
Happen”
Shane Lopez, Ph.D.,
Clifton Strengths
Institute

“Cómo dejar a sus
hijos e hijas continuar su educación”
Dr. Mirta M.
Martin - President,
Fort Hays State
university

“The 4 Levels of
Happiness”

James Berlucchi,
Executive Director of
the Spitzer Center

St. Catherine Hospital becomes training
site for Clinical Pastoral Education

G

ARDEN CITY, KS.-- The Institute for
Clinical Pastoral Training (ICPT) is
pleased to recognize St. Catherine Hospital
in Garden City, an entity of Centura Health,
as a nationally accredited stand-alone
training site for Clinical Pastoral Education
(CPE). CPE is an interfaith experience in
professional and theological training for
persons seeking growth and competency in
clinical pastoral practice.
In CPE, participants learn, through the
action-reflection model, to provide pastoral services through the supervised practice
of clinical ministry to persons in crisis or

seeking spiritual support.
CPE provides practical education and
skills that will result in increased confidence and competency in supporting
persons dealing with crisis, trauma, death
and dying, suicide, and other issues. St.
Catherine Hospital’s training environment
demonstrates excellence and innovation
in the training of chaplains. ICPT sees St.
Catherine’s core values and mission as a
natural fit and looks forward to many years
of joint service.
If you are interested in the CPE program,
contact Doug Williams at 620-272-2512.

Parish
honors
Father
Cummings,
O.Carm

From Page 7
Christian, pagan thinking and acting. Among
people, it means spirits atrophied from lack of
exercise. “Use it or lose it” is as true for the soul
as for the body. Individually, it means that I must
first face the challenge within myself.
SKC: What have been your greatest joys?
Father Cummings: I used to believe it was doing the impossible with God’s help. Now I think
it’s helping God do the miraculous. I hope to see
God doing everything.
It would take far too much space to list all the
ways that Father Maurice has served the Church

and God’s people during his 45 years of
priesthood. To name a few, Father Maurice
has worked as a high school teacher; campus minister; college professor; seminary
formator; retreat master and administrator,
and parish pastor.
He also has served as a hospital chaplain; football, track, and basketball coach;
Knights of Columbus chaplain; reader for
radio service for the blind; GED tutor for
migrant workers; giver of parish missions,
days of recollection, and workshops, and
academic and religious writer.
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Pope condemns ‘absurd
violence’ after priest is
killed in French church

August 7, 2016

Totus Tuus celebrating Christ and youth across diocese

Y

V

atican City (CNA).- Pope Francis has decried
the “absurd violence” which has left an elderly
priest dead after his church in northern France was
taken hostage during Mass.
In a statement released by the Vatican, the
Pope, having been informed of the situation,
“participates in the pain and horror of this absurd
violence,” while radically condemning “every form
of hatred.”
Father Jacques Hamel, 86, was killed July 26 after
two armed gunmen stormed a church in Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray during Mass, the BBC reports.
The assailants entered the church and took the
celebrating priest and four others hostage.
Reuters reported that both of the hostage takers were shot dead by police. According to the
ISIS-linked Amaq news agency, the assailants
were “two soldiers of the Islamic State,” the BBC
reports.
“We are especially moved because this horrible
violence took place in a Church -- a sacred place in
which God’s love is announced -- with the barbaric
murder of a priest and the involvement of the
faithful,” the Vatican’s statement read.
“We are close to the French Church, the Rouen
archdiocese, to the affected community, and the
French people.”
Pope Francis has also sent a telegram to Archbishop Dominique Lebrun of Rouen, assuring him
of his “spiritual closeness,” and his prayers for the
suffering of the families, the parish community,
and the diocese.
In the telegram, signed by Vatican Secretary of
State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Pope prayed that
God “welcomes Father Jacques Hamel in peace,”
and brings comfort to the injured person.

Courtesy photos from
Sacred Heart Parish, Larned

Above and at left, young
people at Sacred Heart Parish in Larned enjoy games
and activities designed to
bring them closer to Christ
in a fun atmosphere.
Photos from other parish
Totus Tuus programs will
be included in upcoming
issues.

15:20-26; Luke 1:39-56
Tuesday, Aug. 16
Ezekiel 28:1-10; Matthew 19:23-30
Wednesday, Aug. 17
Ezekiel 34:1-11 / Matthew 20:1-16
Thursday, Aug. 18
Ezekiel 36:23-28 / Matthew 22:1-14
Friday, Aug. 19
Ezekiel 37:1-14 / Matthew 22:34-40
Saturday, Aug. 20;
Saint Bernard, abbot
and doctor
Ezekiel 43:1-7 / Matthew 23:1-12
Sunday, Aug. 21
Isaiah 66:18-21 / Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 /
Luke 13:22-30
Monday, Aug. 22;
Queenship of the Virgin Mary
Isaiah 9:1-6 / Luke
1:39-47
Tuesday, Aug. 23
Second Thessalonians
2:1-3, 14-16 / Matthew
23:23-26
Wednesday,
Aug. 24; Saint Bartholomew, apostle
Revelation 21:9-14 /
John 1:45-51

outh and children across
the diocese are celebrating the joy of Jesus Christ
through the five-day Totus
Tuus experience provided
by volunteer college age
students.
“Totus Tuus” is Pope
John Paul II’s apostolic
motto, and is Latin for “totally yours.” Each day of
the experience is about
celebration: Mass; Communion; adoration; prayer and
community.
By the end of the summer, two groups of four
college students will have
presented the week at 13
parishes across southwest
Kansas.
Included are several powerful talks by the young
guides, as well as plenty of
time for fun, laughter and
making new friends.
Sessions are separated by
age group -- first through
sixth graders, and seventh
through 12th graders. The
college-age volunteers who
train for and then present
the catechetical youth program will typically travel
across the state throughout
the summer. High school
age youth meet for the program in the evenings, while
grade school children meet
during the day.

MODEL CHRIST

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Aug. 7
Wisdom 18:6-9 /
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
or 11:1-2, 8-12 / Luke
12:32-48 or 12:35-40
Monday, Aug. 8;
Saint Dominic, priest
Ezekiel 1:2-5, 24-28 /
Matthew 17:22-27
Tuesday, Aug. 9
Ezekiel 2:8--3:4 / Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
Wednesday, Aug.
10; Saint Lawrence,
deacon and martyr
Second Corinthians
9:6-10 / John 12:24-26
Thursday, Aug. 11;
Saint Clare, virgin
Ezekiel 12:1-12 / Matthew 18:21--19:1
Friday, Aug. 12
Ezekiel 16:1-15, 60, 63,
or Ezekiel 16:59-63 /
Matthew 19:3-12
Saturday, Aug. 13
Ezekiel 18:1-10, 13, 3032 / Matthew 19:13-15
Sunday, Aug. 14
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 /
Hebrews 12:1-4 / Luke
12:49-53
Monday, Aug. 15;
Assumption of the
Virgin Mary
Revelation 11:19; 12:16, 10; First Corinthians
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Thursday, Aug. 25
First Corinthians 1:1-9
/ Matthew 24:42-51
Friday, Aug. 26
First Corinthians 1:1725 / Matthew 25:1-13
Saturday, Aug. 27;
Saint Monica
First Corinthians 1:2631 / Matthew 25:14-30
or Luke 7:11-17
Sunday, Aug. 28
Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 2829 / Hebrews 12:18-19,
22-24 / Luke 14:1, 7-14
Monday, Aug. 29;
Beheading of Saint
John the Baptist, martyr
Jeremiah 1:17-19 /
Mark 6:17-29
Tuesday, Aug. 30
First Corinthians 2:1016 / Luke 4:31-37
Wednesday, Aug. 31
First Corinthians 3:1-9
/ Luke 4:38-44
Thursday, Sept. 1
First Corinthians 3:1823 / Luke 5:1-11
Friday, Sept. 2
First Corinthians 4:1-5
/ Luke 5:33-39
Saturday, Sept. 3;
Saint Gregory the
Great, pope and doctor

First Corinthians 4:9-15
/ Luke 6:1-5
Sunday, Sept. 4
Wisdom 9:13-18 /
Philemon 1:9-10, 12-17
/ Luke 14:25-33
Monday, Sept. 5
First Corinthians 5:1-8
/ Luke 6:6-11
Tuesday, Sept. 6
First Corinthians 6:1-11
/ Luke 6:12-19
Wednesday, Sept. 7
First Corinthians 7:2531 / Luke 6:20-26
Thursday, Sept. 8;
Birth of the Virgin
Mary
Micah 5:1-4, or
Romans 8:28-30 / Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 or
1:18-23
Friday, Sept. 9
First Corinthians
9:16-19, 22-27 / Luke
6:39-42
Saturday, Sept. 10
First Corinthians 10:1422 / Luke 6:43-49
Sunday, Sept. 11
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
/ First Timothy 1:1217 / Luke 15:1-32 or
15:1-10

‘Christian Morality and Social Issues’
Pastoral Ministry Formation Program dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation, Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

aCROss
7 Biblical interjection
8 Catholic university in 7
Pennsylvania
10 Village to which Jesus
traveled
10
12 Color of death’s horse in
Revelation
13 Peter (with “The”)
13
16 Isaiah spoke of a new one
(Isa 66:22)
18 Opening of the largest
21
diocese in a province
20 “… born of the Virgin Mary
and became ___.”
21 “___ the handmaid of the 26
Lord…”
22 Early landing place
25 Mon. of St. Pat
26 “…___ through the valley
of the shadow of death”
(Ps 23:4)
34
27 Catholic creator of Sherlock Holmes
28 Father of Jesse
29 What Samson did while
his hair was shaved
31 Moses, for one
34 Certain part of the Mass
35 Canonized pope known as
“the Great”
DOWn
1 “…but do not perceive the
wooden ___ in your own?”
(Mt 7:3)
2 Biblical site of the temple of
Dagon
3 Falls found in the Diocese of

Dan Reed, FICF

Ty�er Meyer, FICF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and Greensburg councils.

Ada� Cebu�a

(785) 728-2147 office • (785) 871-1991

Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

George S�ine��i, FICF, LuTCF, CLu

(785) 726-4899 office • (785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley

Darin Reed, FICF

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 259-2335 cell
Ransom council

TEasER THE FiRsT: The
following two 4x4 grids
each contain a 12-letter word. Each word is
formed by a chain of
letters. A word can begin
with any of the letters.
The second letter of a
word is adjacent (either
horizontally, vertically,
or diagonally) to the first
letter, the third letter is
adjacent to the second,
and so on. No letter can
be used more than once.
Four letters in each grid
will be unused.

Shaun Linenberger

(785) 301-2676 office • (785) 623-8716 cell
(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

D.J. Rebe�

(913) 687-0164

Spearville, Wright, Dodge City, Ashland, Ness City,
and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

st. sebastian’s soDuKo

Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

Dan Ordone�

2
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4

5

17

18

6

8
9
11

14

12

15

16

19

20
22

23

24

25

27

29

28

30

31

32

33

35

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

4
5
6
9
11
14
15
17
18

Saint Catharines
The ___ Army of Mary
Grandson of Leah
Father of Noah
What Jesus did on a certain
Thursday
Prophet who prophesied that
the savior would come from
Bethlehem
Alpha and ___
Mary appeared here in Ireland
___ hosts
Fort in the San Antonio dio-

19
23
24
26
29
30
32
33

cese
Friend of St. Francis of Assisi
Title for Jesus
The ___ of faith
It can rescue us from troubles
(Wis 10:9)
Faith is like a mustard ___
Only OT book that never mentions God
Arizona-Vatican connection
“O Mary! We crown ___ with
blossoms today”

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

(785) 472-2145 office • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

1

F
E
H
O
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A E Q R
I C N A
ON T H

TEasER THE sECOnD: Find
the rhyming solution. Example: Large Feline would
be Fat Cat.
1. Sour beginning
2. The boy’s test
3. Tanned circus entertainer
4. Store idiot
5. Stubby, tennis area
6. Stupid fruit
7. Ten cent violation
8. Termite haven
9. Submarine food
10. Burly summer footwear

TEasER THE THiRD: Fresh
and invigorated after completing her algebra homework, Mimi appeared at the
living room door. She held
a piece of paper covered
in scribbled numbers, ‘m’s,
‘d’s, and equations.
“Dad!” she announced.
“Five years from now you’ll
be only double my age!”
“Amazing!” Dad almost
looked up from the TV, but
knew she hadn’t finished.
“But five years ago, you
were triple my age then!”
“I suppose in another ten
years we’ll be the same
age,” Dad grunted, changing
channels.
How old is Mimi?

(Left) To solve a Soduko, fill in the
table so that the numbers from 1 to
9 will be in each column, each row
and each 3x3 box only once. Every
sudoku puzzle can have only one
correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada columna debe contener los números
a partir la 1 a 9. Cada cuadrado
3x3 debe contener los números a
partir la 1 a 9.
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Linda Kathleen (Dreiling) Regnier, 66, of Belton, Mo. died June
25, 2016. The Great Bend native
graduated from Odin High School
in 1967 and from nursing school
in Dodge City. On May 13, 1972,
she married Chuck Regnier in
Dodge City. Survivors include son,
Sean Regnier; daughter, Michelle
Marchese; brothers, Kenneth,
Dennis and Ronald Dreiling; sisters, Judy Jenisch, Ann Ellis, Connie French, Sharon Armbruister,
Shirley Sander and Cindy Strube;
and three grandchildren.
Milton O. “Milt/Mr. Real
Estate” Seigrist, 85, St. Anthony
of Padua Parish, Liberal, died July
4, 2016. He joined the Army and
served during the Korean War.
At St. Anthony Parish, he served
as a Lector, Eucharistic Minister
and was a 4th Degree Knights
of Columbus. He was dedicated
to Boy Scouts of America for 30
years. He is survived by his wife,
Connie (Ditch) Wentworth; sons,
Mark Allen Seigrist and Paul David
Seigrist; daughters, Patricia Ann
Spone, Donna Lynn Ringeisen,
and Lisa Marie Hill; step-sons,
Dereck Wentworth and Darin
Wentworth; brother, Charles
Douglas Seigrist; sister-in-law,
Chiquita Seigrist; 11 grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren;
six step-grandchildren; and two
step great-grandchildren.
Gene H. West, 54, of St. Joseph
Parish, Scott City, died on June 28,
2016. Survivors include brothers
Arthur, Jack, David, Patrick, Louis,
and Terry; sisters Margaret Joan
Ellison, Mary Wasinger, Elizabeth
Bradley, Martha Jonagan, Dorotha
Reynolds, Ruth West, Kathryn
Church, Rebecca Morton, Barbara
Betzold, and Virginia Leonard.
Father James E. Baker presided.
Alvin Leon Gardner, 94, of
St. Boniface Parish, Sharon,
died June 28. On April 19, 1941,
Gardner married the love of his
life, Marguerite Marchel. They
celebrated 60 years of marriage
in 2001. Marguerite passed away
February 11, 2002. Gardner was
called to the Army in June of
1942 and served three years and
three months. He spent 43 years
working for the Santa Fe Railroad,
retiring as roadmaster in December 1983. Survivors include sons
Kirby and Kent; four grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren;
one great-great grandchild; sisters-in-law Marilyn Marchel and
Betty Gardner; other relatives and
many friends.
John R. Killeen, 89, of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Gaudalupe Parish, Dodge City, died June
28, 2016. John Killeen descended
from a long line of Irish livestock
traders, including his father, the
principal sheep broker with the
Swift and Henry Company at the
Kansas City Stockyards, and his
grandfather, Michael Killeen,
who was the superintendent of
the Union Stockyards in Chicago.
Killeen served in the U.S. Navy
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during the occupation of Japan. He is survived
by his brother, Father Thomas Killeen; his son,
Timothy Killeen; three daughters, Janet Killeen,
Patricia Vasquez Killeen, and Sara Jane Killeen;
and 10 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. Father Wesley Schawe presided.
Lorie Lynn Martin, 53, of St. Helen Parish,
Hugoton, died July 2, 2016. Survivors include
her husband, Joe P. Martin; her daughter, Heidi
Hintenach; her son, Brandon Widows; as well
as her loving father and mother-in-law, Larry
& Myra Martin; her mother, Jadda Austin; her
sister, Georgianna Dotson; and five grandchildren. Father James Baker presided.
Lucinda “Cindy” Lampe, 59, of St. Joseph
Parish, Offerle, died July 5, 2016. She is survived by three sons, Dave Lampe, Jay Chamberlain, and Jason Lampe; one daughter, Angie
Smith; 12 grandchildren; brothers, Jim Woolard
and Steven Domme; sisters, Chris Hobgood,
Teresa Domme, and Michelle McMillin. Father
John Strasser presided.
Richard “Ed” Ludes, 81, of Prince of Peace
Parish at St. Patrick Church, Great Bend, died
July 9, 2016. He was a member of the Knights
of Columbus. He is survived by his wife, Patricia

Ludes; daughters, Aimee Jostrand and Jennifer
Ludes; sisters, Joan Machin and Regina Hogan;
and five grandchildren.
Coletta Meier, 75, of Sacred Heart Parish,
Larned, died July 9, 2016. Survivors include son,
Dennis; daughter, Deborah; and brother, Kenneth. Father Warren Stecklein presided.
Beatrice Marie “Bea” Schneweis, 84, of
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Hoisington,
died July 10, 2016. She was a member of the
Altar Society. She is survived by a son, Eugene
Schneweis; a daughter, Patricia “Patty” Quade;
sister, Marjorie Thomas; brother-in-law, Bernard Wondra; four grandchildren; and three
great- grandchildren. Fathers Anselm Eke and
Pascal Klein presided.
Coletta Mae Meier, 75, of Sacred Heart Parish, Larned, died July 9, 2016. Survivors include
a son, Dennis J. Meier; a daughter, Deborah
Danler; a brother, Kenneth Ostrander; four
grandchildren; and two great- grandchildren.
Father Warren Stecklein presided.
Buddy J. “Bud” Boyd, 80, of Prince of Peace
Parish at St. Patrick Church, Great Bend, died
July 9, 2016. Survivors include his wife, LaVera
Boyd; four sons, Steve Boyd, Rex Boyd, Kiley

Father Charles Mazouch’s
brother, Dennis, dies
Dennis Mazouch, 62, of Prince of Peace Parish at St.
Patrick Church, Great Bend, died July 12, 2016. He was
the brother of Father Charles Mazouch. He was born
March 9, 1954 at Great Bend, the son of John C. and
Virginia Loretta (Kuhlman) Mazouch. He married Susan Fiedler March 28, 1981 at Great Bend. A longtime
Great Bend resident, growing up in Timken, Mazouch
worked for Doonan’s Body Shop and also farmed. He
was a member of Prince of Peace Parish at St. Patrick
Catholic Church, Great Bend, and Knights of Columbus,
La Crosse. Survivors include his wife, Susan Mazouch;
a son, Nick; two daughters, Sara Delgadillo and Laura
Mazouch; three brothers, Father Charles, Gene, and
Marion; and three grandchildren. Father Charles
Mazouch and Father Ted Stoecklein presided.

50-year Ellinwood teacher dies
Nancy Ballard Johnson Converse, 88, of Prince of
Peace Parish at St. Patrick Church, Great Bend, died
July 13, 2016. She began her teaching career at Barton
County School District #3 Dartmouth School, where she
taught one year, and then taught three years at Otis
Grade School. She began teaching sixth grade at Ellinwood Grade School, eventually teaching high school
English at Ellinwood High School, retiring after 50 years
of service to Unified School District #355, Ellinwood.
She was a member of the Altar Society, Daughters of
Isabella, and many other organizations. She was an associate member of the Great Bend Dominican Sisters of
Peace and joined the Dominican Laity during college.
She served the Prince of Peace Parish as organist at St.
Rose, a member of the Traditional Choir, Lector, Liturgical Minister scheduler for more than 30 years, Pastoral
Minister for funeral planning, homebound minister,
member of the Justice and Peace Commission, taught
RCIA classes and was a “grand-friend” at Holy Family
School.
Survivors include brother, J. Leo Johnson; two nephews, Thomas Johnson and Andrew Johnson; a niece,
Ann Hahn; two great-nephews, Evan Johnson and Marc
Johnson; a great-niece, Tara Hahn; her Brazilian son, Dr.
Mauro “Mel” Horowitz; her Ukrainian granddaughter,
Hanna Ukhal Mueller; and many cousins. Father Don
Bedore, Father Ted Stoecklein, and Father Louis Trung
Dinh Hoang concelebrated. Memorials are requested
to go to the Dominican Sisters of Peace Associates Fund
or USD 355 School and Community Library Foundation
or Brit Spaugh Zoo or Prince of Peace Parish Music
Fund, in care of Bryant Funeral Home.

‘Gus’ Liebl, long-time
veterinarian, dies in
Dodge City
Elwyn “Gus” Liebl, D.V.M., 92, of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died July 7, 2016. Dr. Liebl received his Bachelors Degree in Arts
and Science from Kansas State University
and was a graduate of Kansas State University School of Veterinary Medicine. A
lifetime area resident, he was a partner
in Ripple Liebl Veterinary Clinic where he
remained active until 1994 when he took
partial retirement. He was still involved in
small animal practice until 2001. He was
awarded the Kansas Veterinarian of the
Year in 1971.
He was a member of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Ford County
Historical Society, Howard Gotschall VFW
Post 1714 and American Legion Post 47
all in Dodge City. He also was a member
of the American Veterinary Medical Association and past president of the Kansas
Veterinary Medical Association. He was
active with Boy Scouts of America and
was awarded the Silver Beaver in 1978,
St. George Emblem, Catholic Diocese Boy
Scouts of Dodge City in 1979 and awarded Pope John Paul II’s Apostolic Blessing
on Jan. 17, 1999, for 23 years as Chairman of the Dodge City Diocese Catholic
Committee on Scouting.
He served in the United States Army
Armored Field Artillery during WWII attaining the rank of Sergeant. He was in
the European Theater and was awarded
the Campaign Silver Star, Purple Heart
and the Presidential Distinguished Unit
Badge.
On Sept. 15, 1951, he married Beatrice
A. Wald at Kansas City, Missouri. She
preceded him in death Jan. 20, 2012.
Survivors include two sons, Stephen and
Thomas; two daughters, Barbara Wensel
and Susan Dewell; and 10 grandchildren.
Abbot Michael Liebl, Father John Strasser
and Father Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS
presided.
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Boyd Sizemore, and Dean Jacobs;
five daughters, Mary K. Boyd, Kelly
Edgell, Brenda Smith, Stephanie
Jacobs, and Michelle Shelton; one
sister, Eloise Coons; 18 grandchildren; and 25 great-grandchildren.
Father Don Bedore presided.
Mercedes Marie (Hoffman) Huslig, 81, of St. Joseph Parish, Ellinwood, died July 16, 2016. She was a
member of the St. Joseph Altar Society, and Legion of Mary. Survivors
include husband, Arthur E. Huslig;
son, Eugene G. Huslig; daughter,
Christina D. Befort; sister, Marcella
Flax; and five grandchildren; six inlaws and spouses. Father Terrance
Klein presided.
Agnes (Traffas) Eck, 91, of St.
Boniface Parish, Sharon, died July
19, 2016. Agnes attended the fourroom St. Boniface School and graduated as Valedictorian from Sharon
High School. She was a member of
the Altar Society. She was preceded
in death by her parents, her husband, Edmund, and 14 brothers and
sisters. Survivors include daughters
Mary Lou Wilson and Elene Hubka;
sons John and Mike; 14 grandchildren; 28 great-grandchildren; and
many nieces, nephews and friends.
Larry N. Rickert, 84, of St. Joseph
Parish, Ellinwood, died July 28,
2016. He was a member of the
Knights of Columbus, American Legion, United States Army, Disabled
American Veterans, and the VFW
for more than 60 years. He served
his country in the Korean War. Survivors include sons, David Rickert,
Father John Rickert, FSSP; daughters, Christine Becker, Barbara
Lubbe; a sister, Jeanine Gowdy; 11
grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. Father Terrance Klein
presided.
Elora Mary Robinson, 98, of
Sacred Heart Parish, Larned, died
July 29, 2016. She was a Certified
Nurse’s Aide for St. Joseph Hospital.
She served as a private care giver
for 30 years. She was a member of
the Altar Society. Survivors include
sons, Larry, Ronnie and Donald;
three grandchildren; 15 greatgrandchildren; and seven greatgreat-grandchildren. Father Warren
Stecklein presided.
Richard “Ed” Ludes, 81, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St. Patrick
Church, Great Bend, died July 9,
2016. He worked for Mutual of
Omaha as a salesman for 50 years.
He was a member of the Knights
of Columbus. Survivors include
his wife, Patricia; two daughters,
Aimee Jostrand and Jennifer Ludes;
two sisters, Joan Machin and Regina
Hogan; and five grandchildren.
Father Don Bedore presided.

P

lease Note: Obituaries are
always printed free of charge,
but must be edited for space and
SKC style. If you see that a listing
for a friend or loved one was not
included, or, if there is a mistake
in a listing, contact Dave at (620)
227-1519 or skregister@dcdiocese.org.
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Priests on tHe Prairie
Father Leonard Epp, died Aug. 7, 1925

Let the Church
always be a place
of mercy and hope,
where everyone is
welcomed, loved
and forgiven.

F

In 1882 he was appointed
pastor of St. Joseph, Ellinwood.... He built the brick
church at Sts. Peter and
Paul Settlement in 1891.
He served the Ellinwood
parishes until 1896.

ather Leonard Epp was born Nov. 30, 1855 in Balzfeld-Baden,
Germany. He studied at Alt-Breisach, Bishopsheim and
Tostate. He completed his seminary studies at the American
College at Louvain, Belgium. He was ordained April 2, 1881, for
the Diocese of Leavenworth, by the Bishop Joannes A. Paredis at
Roermond, Holland.
From 1881 to 1882, he was an assistant at St. Mary’s, Newton,
and visited the missionary stations attached to the parish. In
1882 he was appointed pastor of St. Joseph, Ellinwood, with care
for Sts. Peter and Paul Church, North Ellinwood, and St. Rose of
Lima, Great Bend. He built the brick church at Sts. Peter and Paul
Settlement in 1891. He served the Ellinwood parishes until 1896.
Father Epp learned of Catholics in northern Stafford County
when they came to trade in Barton Country. He made visits to a
congregation near Seward that later became St. Francis Xavier
Parish.
In 1896, Father Epp was assigned to the pastorate of St. Boniface, Tipton, in Mitchell County. He was reassigned to St. Joseph,
Andale, in 1898. He added two wings to the church and built the
school.
In 1904, Father Epp’s failing health and the Kansas climate
forced him to resign and return to his Baden homeland. After a
somewhat lengthy service in Ziegelhausen, he moved to Heidelberg and became pastor of St. Boniface Parish.
On Aug. 7, 1925, Father Epp died while celebrating Mass. He
was 70 years old. He is buried in the parish cemetery of Heilig
Kreuz (Holy Cross), Balzfeld, Germany.
Father Epp had a sibling enter the religious life, Sister Leopoldina, who remained in Germany.

-- Pope Francis --

Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

“If you are too busy
to pray, you are
busier than God
wants you to be.”

105 Layton Street

― Wanda E.
Brunstette

Each issue of the
Southwest Kansas
Catholic is available for download, free and in
color, at dcdiocese.
org/swkscatholic.
No registration or
sign-in is required.
The site includes
an archive of game
pages dating back
to 2011.

855-392-9333.

♦

Dodge City

aDVantaGe

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Submit photos,
articles
Do you have a photo or
photos from an event in
your parish that you would
like to submit to the Catholic? To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines
ISSUE:
DEADLINE:
Sept. 11
Aug. 31
Sept. 25
Sept. 14
Oct. 9
Sept. 28
Oct. 23
Oct. 12
Nov. 6
Oct. 26
Nov. 20
Nov. 9
Dates are subject to
change.

-- John Henry Jowett

ANSWERS

Largest
Selection of

Complete Family Vision Care
• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

Word Search
MORALITY
J

L G T

Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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E E V

O Q C Y C E P

T

N C M N X E C W
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I

G R O F K E

Y B K H Q R C
S D O M S
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W A N M D
I

I

N F

I

E X

A M E N A E
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Z O D E S
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F U
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Y E C O A N
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E D L

I

P H E N

J

N U R D F
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K R O T

I

L A F

X U G M

I
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S Y O W

F D S G U B N C K

S P V Q N U Q L
N F

E

I

R Y U O R

S E O

I

G O C

F D W N N T C D

Q B C H A R A C T

E R T

T

Y V

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

P D G R A C E

J

Y

S N O P S E R D
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L

CHARACTER
COMMANDMENT
CONFESS
CONSCIENCE
DECISION

Catholic Gifts & Books

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

H X

Gratitude is a
vaccine, an
antitoxin, and
an antiseptic.
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I

B

I

Y S

DOUBLE EFFECT
FAITHFUL
FORGIVE
G RACE
INTEGRITY

I

N O A G

JUSTICE
RESPONSIBILITY
SIN
VIRTUE
WISDOM

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Distributors of

Compartir
Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

White Collar
Workers Needed

Father Wesley Schawe • (620) 227-1533 • vocations@dcdiocese.org

B
S E L
A
E M M
I
R O C
M A
B E H
G
W A L
I
S
D
O F F
M

S L E P
E
S
E R T O
D
H

G
N
B
O
A H
V I L L A N O
Z
A
A
U
A
A U S
G R E E N
C
A
K
E A R T H
A R
N
N
A
E
L
O L D
A R A R
C
E
M
V
M A
K
D O Y L E
O B
S
N
B
T
L E V I
E
Y
A
R Y
S T L
Y
T

FiRsT: The words are ACQUAINTANCE and PROFESSIONAL.
sECOnD:
1. Tart Start
2. His Quiz
3. Brown Clown
4. Clerk Jerk
5. Short Court
6. Dumb Plump
7. Dime Crime
8. Pest Nest
9. Sub Grub
10. Strong Thong
THiRD: Mimi is 15 (and Dad
is 35).

T E
H
E O
E
L
V A
M
E
C
C H
L
A T
R
E D
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Prime:

Company:

Corporate:

Drinks & Snacks:

Catholic Mutual
St. Catherine Hospital
K & N Petroleum
Davis & McCann
(Bag)
Ziegler Funeral Chapel
(Hat)
Schartz Automotive
(Ball)
K of C Insurance-Western Kansas Agency
(Lunch)

Special :

A-1Signs-Garden City
(signs for the hole sponsors)
MJ Stitching-Dighton
(Hat embroidering/Design)
19th Hole
Bill Roth Family

Tatro Plumbing

American Implement
Landmark National Bank

Hole Sponsors:

Western State Bank
Kearney County State Bank
Newman University
Scheopner’s Water
Knights of Columbus Council 2795-Garden City
Knight of Columbus Council 7318-Lakin
MJ Stitchery
Knights of Columbus Council 8491-Garden City
Solutio, Inc
Lehmkuhler Dental
Asbjornson Dental
Lane County Implement, Inc
Knights of Columbus Council 2930-Marienthal
Knights of Columbus Council 8491-Garden City
Fidelity State Bank

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Knights of Columbus Council 2955
Marmie Motors
Linden Insurance
Jon & Marlene Risley Family
MJ’s Stitching & Screening
Larry & Kay Thompson

Prize Drawings:

Eric Haselhorst/Chancery Staﬀ
(20 Person Shrimp Boil)
Dodge City Kia
(Green Mountain Grill)
Depot Theater Company
(Series Tickets 2016-2017)
Anonymous
(Worrier Golf Driver)
(Worrier Golf Putter)
(Bottle of Crown Royal)
Wylie Spray Center
(Hand-Held Srayer)

In gratitude to all those sponsors and participants of the Dechant Foundation Golf Classic, with whose help
$24,000 was raised to beneﬁt the retired priests of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.

For �a�ing this year’s

De�hant Foundation Go�� C�assi� a
“Through your support and
dedication we are able to show our
thanks to the present and past priests
who have touched our lives in so many
ways, and have been an important part
of our spiritual growth.”
-- The Dechant Foundation

HOLE IN ONE!

