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New
Garden
City youth
director; or
Devotion of
a 4:30 a.m.
adorer

By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
oon after beginning his
first year at Ft. Hays State
University, Garden City native
Val Hernandez II, who was recently hired as the new youth
director for St. Dominic Parish
in Garden City, looked down
the list of the times needed
for individuals to attend adoration.
Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m. A
nice time. Not too early, not
too late.
There was one problem: It
wasn’t 4:30 p.m. that Hernandez had signed up for, it was
4:30 a.m.
It’s a good guess that most
students would have given
it a week, maybe two. But
Hernandez?
“I didn’t plan on it,” Hernandez said with a chuckle,
“but once I started it, I liked
it. It was more challenging,
more fulfilling. I was the only
one there, so it gave me some
alone time. It worked for
me.”
Each Wednesday for the
next four years, Hernandez
got out of bed in the pre-dawn
hours, walked to church and
sat in adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament for the next hour.
“Adoration was a huge thing
that I really loved to do,” he
said.
Hernandez joined the Ft.
Hays youth group, Catholic
Disciples, where he helped
organize retreats and other
gatherings. At Ft. Hays, he
also became a member of the
college Knights of Columbus,
even serving as Grand Knight
one of his school years.
The fondest memory of his
college experience, he said,
was simply “getting to know

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.”
-- Galatians 6:9
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The tale of Father Brochero:

Gaucho priest, devil’s
worst nightmare
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Jose Gabriel del Rosario Brochero
By Mary Rezac
Catholic News Agency
f Jose Brochero doesn’t sound like a Gaucho name, nothing does.
Earlier this year, Pope Francis announced
Oct. 16 as the canonization date for Blessed
Brochero, a fellow countryman from Argentina also known as the “Gaucho priest.”
He was beatified in Sept. 2013 by Pope
Francis, who said Father Brochero was a

I

priest who truly “smelled of his sheep.”
Blessed Brochero was born Jose Gabriel
del Rosario Brochero in Argentina in 1840,
the fourth of ten children to Ignacio Brochero and Petrona Davila.
Blessed Brochero entered seminary at the
age of 16, and was ordained a priest at the
age of 26 for the Archdiocese of Cordoba.
As a priest, after teaching philosophy
Continued on Page 16

A ‘witness of God’s love’

101-year-old receives First Communion

Dona Penha, 101, receives her First Communion.

See Page 16

:30 a.m.: Holy Mass in Colorado with
our seminarians -- what a wonderful
way to begin our day! Father Wesley
Schawe, our vocation director, and I
were visiting St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary in Denver. On our last day, we
celebrated the Eucharist with our seminarians Deacon Jacob Schneider, John Stang,
and Austin Habash in the small “tower
chapel.” My Mass intention was for the
repose of the soul of Austin’s grandfather,
who had recently died. Several times during Holy Mass, the Lord overwhelmed me
with His touch. I am so blessed!
The joy of the priesthood is real. The
gift of Holy Orders is palpable. The ordained priesthood is not a career, or job,
or activity. Our Catholic Church teaches
that the priest stands in persona Christi, in
the person of Christ. Whether this imitation of Jesus is done as celebrant of Holy
Mass, in preaching, or in shepherding the
ill, we are truly made a “new creation” (2
Corinthians 5:17).
I will visit Deacon Mark Brantley later
this Fall at Pope St. John XXIII National
Seminary near Boston, where he is completing his final year. In the Spring, I will
visit Eric Frieb and Esteban Hernandez
at Conception Seminary College north of
Kansas City. Please pray for our seminarians, as they listen to God, as they are
formed to be who He is calling them to
be. Be prayerfully open to our Vibrant
Ministries appeal, in order to sacrificially
and generously share alms to seminarian
and priest formation, and to assisting our
retired priests.
Thank you, Lord, for our ordained
priesthood. Help our seminarians become men in the image of Jesus, the
High Priest. Open the hearts of our boys
and single men of the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City to be receptive to Your promptings to the seminary. Touch the hearts of
parents to encourage their sons to listen
to Your call to the ordained priesthood,
or Your call to be devout husbands and
dads. Our Savior Jesus will be with us
all, He loves us more than we can ask or
imagine!
+ Bishop John
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A loving awareness of God

T

Bishop Emeritus
Ronald M. Gilmore

Another Way

here are regular Church-goers who look for something
more than they receive on
Sunday morning. They express a
deep hunger for God.
They cast about in their
pursuit of the Lord, seeking
guidance. They are drawn to
the biblical one thing only. They
want to gaze on the loveliness of
the Lord (Ps 27:4). So, what is
this loveliness?
Be clear, first, on what it is
not. It is not an oriental state

of impersonal awareness produced by exercises and techniques. It is not a withdrawal
from material reality, an escape
from the business of living. It is
not an inner conversation with
self, an introspection, a “consecrated narcissism.” It is not
a sterile intellectualism, games
with thoughts, and games with
words, hidden rationalization. It
is not a reach for the extraordinary, for visions and voices.
Infused contemplation is a

Spearville parish mission,
healing service, Nov. 13-17

S

t. John the Baptist Parish in
Spearville will host its parish
mission and healing service at 7
p.m., Nov. 13-17 at the church.
The mission, entitled “Why Be
Catholic?”, will be presented by
Father Ken Geraci. It is intended
for people of all ages and levels of
faith, from those who are “madly
in love with Jesus”, to those who
“dismiss church or religion in general”.
“Father Ken lived the life of
the prodigal son for most of his
young adult life,” said the Father
of Mercy. Raised in a nominal
Catholic family that only lived
the externals of the faith, Father
Geraci left the Catholic Church for
many years. During that time he
worked as a business professional
in Advanced R&D and software
testing; a few years into his career
he joined some of his co-workers
in establishing a $4.5 million Internet software company. Focused
on money, fitness and success, he

Please note: Bishop Gilmore and Jacqueline Loh will host a healing
event tonight, Oct. 9 from 6:30-8 p.m. in Mead. See Page 7

made little room for God; but God
did not give up on him.
“During this journey, God
presented him with challenges
that forced him to question his
personal beliefs and the question
‘What is Truth?’ Through a series
of conversions, years of struggle,
study and questioning, Father Ken
found his way from agnosticism
to non-denomination Christianity
and ultimately back to the Catholic
Church.”
The subjects for the mission
conferences are:
God’s Mercy - Church or Spirituality? (Sunday)
Why do we do that as Catholics?
(Monday)
Jesus the Divine Mercy (Tuesday)
Two Obstacles to Healing
(Wednesday)
How to Pray the Mass (Thursday)
Confession will be held before
and after each presentation.
Thursday’s session will include
Mass. No registration is necessary.

loving awareness of God: one
that is new, one that is divinely
given, one that is general, one
that is non-conceptual. Each
qualifying phrase will repay careful, prayerful, reflection.
Sometimes it is a delightful attention to God, sometimes it is a
dry desire for God. The Lord determines the kind of contemplation we need at a given moment,
either the delightful kind, which
encourages us and draws us on,
or the arid reaching-out that puri-

Election
Prayer Service
Oct. 9 in Belpre

fies us for still deeper prayer.
In Scripture and in Tradition,
there are never two kinds of holiness, one for the elite and one
for the rest of us. There is only
one kind, and this contemplation
is at the heart of it. The Lord
comes to us, and takes us into
his home, even as he makes his
home within us.
Contemplation is a lightning
flash in the night, a surprised
glance at what is moving in
those rooms.

Public Square Rosary Crusade,
Oct. 15, Garden City

T

he Daughters of Isabella, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Circle #781, is sponsoring a Public Square Rosary Crusade Oct. 15 from Noon to 1 p.m. at Stevens
ll are invited to attend an election
Park, 400 Block of North Main Street, Garden City.
prayer service Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. at St.
All are invited to participate. This year is the 99th
Bernard Parish in Belpre.
anniversary of Fatima. Participants will be praying for
The service will include Benediction,
the nation and religious freedom. A light snack will
Litany of the Saints, and several different
prayers. Those of other faith traditions are be provided.
The event is coordinated nationally by Tradition,
welcome to attend this evening of prayer,
Family and Property and its America Needs Fatima
song and praise for a positive election
campaign. For more information go to www.ANF.org.
season.

A

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers who work with children to
participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness session. Through the Diocesan Awareness
Sessions and other educational efforts of the
diocese, all people of the diocese can learn how
to discuss different aspects of abuse -- including
sexual abuse -- with children and how to teach
them to protect themselves.
No sessions are currently planned. For an up-todate listing, go to http://www.dcdiocese.org/safeenvironment.

54th Annual Turkey Supper
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall
Belpre, Kansas
Wednesday, October 26, 2016
5:00 p.m. - until food runs out

Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have been a
victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an employee or
volunteer of the Diocese of Dodge City, you are asked
to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have the right
to directly contact the Department for Children and
Families/Kansas Protection Report Center: Hotline
number is 1-800-922-5330.

Daughters of Isabella donate to
Makinna Ann Hope Foundation

Raffle Prizes
1. Quilt handmade by Cheryl Skalsky
2. Pratt Community Concert Family Membership
3. $75 Gift Certificate to Burkharts in Kinsley, Kansas
4. 1 hour massage by Body and Sole
5. $50 Gift Certificate from Em’s Country Creations
Raffle Tickets
$1.00 per ticket or
$5 for 6 tickets

You can purchase tickets from any
parish member.
Don’t need to be present to win!

Meal Tickets
Adults: $10.00
Children (5-12 years): $5
Under 5: FREE

• Country Store • Games • Fun for all

Members of Daughters of Isabella Circle #744 Great Bend present a gift to Dr. Kyle
Krebaum for the Makinna Ann Hope Foundation, established by Dr. Krebaum and
his wife, Tasha, in memory of their daughter, Makinna, to help families who have
children with special needs. The Daughters of Isabella also donates to Catholic
Social Services, Food Bank, Birthright, Kans for Kids, Relay for Life, and assisted two
families with their electric bills last winter. Representing D of I are members, left to
right, Lenora Keil, Treasurer, Jolene Rziha, Regent, and Judy Krebaum, Vice Regent.
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Catechists join for Year of Mercy cathedral pilgrimage
By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ODGE CITY – More than 250 catechists and directors of religious
education from across the diocese
made a pilgrimage to the Cathedral
of Our Guadalupe Sept. 18 as part of
Pope Francis’s Year of Mercy.
Throughout this special year, which
began on Dec. 12, 2015, cathedrals
across the world have opened their
doors to those seeking mercy and forgiveness through prayer and confession.
For one cathedral parishioner, the
visit was the last of several she has made to different cathedrals throughout the year, including one in Denver and
two in Mexico. But it was passing through the doors of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City that was
by far the most meaningful.
“On the Fourth of July I passed through the holy doors
of a cathedral in Mexico City, and then to confession,”
said Norma Alvarez, DRE at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. “Then, on Labor Day, I went to another state in
Mexico and went through their holy doors.”
But both times, she said, “I was alone.”
“For me, the last Sunday with the all the catechists and
the DREs and Bishop John passing through the holy doors
of our Cathedral, it was more than just passing through; I
was with all my community. It was amazing.
“After having done this alone, now having this great opportunity to do this with the bishop was amazing! I almost
began to cry,” Alvarez said.
Like other pilgrimages, this one was intended to be a
spiritual journey. For groups such as the catechists and
DREs, the journey offers a time of community prayer.

D

Bishop John Brungardt, along with catechists and
DREs from across the diocese, pray during a pilgrimage of mercy to the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. At right, the bishop opens the doors
of the cathedral so that they all might process
through in a symbolic act signifying the desire for
mercy and forgiveness.
Inside the cathedral, the catechists listened
as Bishop Brungardt and visiting priest, Father
Gail Hammerschmidt, were asked questions by
Alvarez, Sister Angela Erevia, Gentry Heimerman
and Father Robert Schremmer. The bishop asked
questions of those gathered in return.

Photos by Norma Alvarez

In the social hall, they separated into groups and
shared common hopes and concerns about their ministry.
“It was a really good event having all the catechists together from different parishes,” Alvarez said. “It gave us
the opportunity to share with one another our problems
and our successes.”

Rhonda Goodloe: Helping hand to a multitude hangs up her hats
By David Myers
the last nine years,
Southwest Kansas Catholic
many of which are
t’s difficult to imagine
supported through
how, in her nine years with
grants, as well as
Catholic Social Service (later
through partnerships
renamed Catholic Charities
with other organizaof Southwest Kansas), social
tions.
worker Rhonda Goodloe has
“’Seeds of Hope’
worn quite so many hats.
works with the incarAnd with each hat, another
cerated population,
section of the populace was
both inside the jail
provided a pathway of hope
and after they are
to a better life—through spirreleased,” she said.
itual and economic guidance, Rhonda Goodloe recently re- One of the hopes of
education, and by Goodloe
tired as a social worker with the program is to reand the other staff of Catho- Catholic Charities of South- duce crime by changlic Charities being willing to
ing the hearts and
west Kansas
go extra miles far too varied
minds of offenders.
to place in any job description.
Seeds of Hope is a separate program
As she retires, Goodloe looked back
from, but is supported and managed in
on some of the programs that her
part by, Catholic Charities.
Garden City office has provided over
“Work for Success” came from a fa-

I

therhood initiative grant and “helped fathers to become better dads in regards
to stability and employment,” Goodloe
said. The program educated dads to
enable them to gain the means to better
provide for their children.
Another program, provided through
a HUD grant, allows Catholic Charities
to move individuals and families from
transitional housing, such as shelters, to
“permanent housing, and helps them to
become more stable and increase their
income so they can afford traditional
housing.”
Goodloe’s office only recently began
working with Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Services, helping to coordinate
the paperwork needed to allow unaccompanied immigrant minors to be
able to move into a sponsoring family’s
home.
The Garden City Catholic Charities

office has a non-food pantry (providing
laundry detergent, paper towels, tooth
paste, and many other items); they offer
counseling; and Marriage for Keeps, a
program which helps to educate people
about healthy relationships.
“Education is important to me,”
Goodloe responded. “It has been key to
my life and work. Throughout this time,
working with people and educating
them regarding many issues—we have
given people tools to use to make their
life better.
“I have sincerely felt honored to work
with Catholic Charities,” she said, “and
with the diocese as a whole. I felt very
welcome. I’m not Catholic, but I’ve been
treated with great respect. I am grateful
to have had this time with this agency
and the diocese. I have been very fortunate to work with so many great people
over these years.”

Hospice to offer Comfort Zone
family retreat

G

arden City --Those who have experienced the loss of a loved one
are invited to the Comfort Zone Family Retreat, a program held at Camp
Lakeside in Scott City October 14 -16.
This retreat is an opportunity for individuals, families, children, teens or
adults who have experienced the loss
of a loved one to gain tools to help
them as they walk their grief journey.
This three-day retreat requires on

site participation from Friday evening
through Sunday after-noon. The number of participants is limited, so early
registration is recommended. Cost is
$10 per guest (includes 6 meals and
2 nights lodging) and financial aid is
available.
To register or for more information,
contact St. Catherine Hospice Supervisor, Gina Cash at 620-272-2519 or
1-800-281-4077.
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Commentary
Anthony de Mello; 1931-1987
The Southwest Kansas Catholic

didn’t write

Aliens wrote this column

I

know this is going to ruffle some
feathers, because what I’m going to
say doesn’t exactly jibe with Church
teaching. But as editor of this newspaper, it is my job—nay my mission—to
impart the truth. And if one can’t impart
the truth, what’s the point of imparting
at all?
(It goes without saying that it’s okay to
stand in front of the mirror and impart
things like, “Hiya, handsome!” or “Mister? You could stop traffic with that
smile!” Such lies are important to one’s
self esteem, especially if, like myself, one
is occasionally confused with a gopher.)
Here is what happened: Last night I
watched something on TV that, at first,
was quite disturbing. A man whose face
was like a moon trying to eclipse a large
planet of hair appeared on screen. He
began talking, but none of it made sense!
Did he really believe what he was saying?
Was he crazy? He had to be! Just check
out that hair-do. His make-up people must
resemble a pit-crew at the Indy 500.
But the more I watched and listened,
the more he began to make sense! Even
his hair became, I don’t know, inviting.
Like a trimmed hedge along your front
sidewalk on a spring day through which
a little kitten suddenly appears. Here,
kitty kitty! You gonna impart me some
truth, kitty? Huh? Izzat what you’re
gonna do?
The truth made clear to me after
several hours of watching that strange
man on the History Channel was this:
The world we live in, all the advances
we’ve made, all the glorious structures
located in nearly every corner of the
globe—the pyramids, the Taj Majal, the
Great Wall of China, Sears, are a result
of the existence of ancient aliens. Yes,
ancient aliens.
Georgio Tsoukalos—the man with the
wild hair and burnt sienna tan—is convinced that the formation of our world
as we know it is the result of aliens that
landed on earth many, many years ago.
Because the aliens were apparently big
and tall and had super cool gadgets,
they decided one day, “Hey, we’re big
and tall and have super cool gadgets,
let’s build a pyramid!”
“Awesome idea, Gort! And when
we’re done with that, we’ll go over to
Easter Island and set up Zart’s collection
of stones shaped like famous elongated
heads through history! Let’s not tell
him. Let’s just do it, and then surprise
him on his birthday!”
I know what you’re thinking: “You
forgot to pay your brain bill, Dave!” But
think about it for a minute. Have you
thought about it for a minute? It totally
makes sense now, doesn’t it?
Just look at the hieroglyphics on the
walls of ancient structures. For example,
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By Dave Myers
Editor

on a wall within the Temple of the
Pharaohs in Egypt is a depiction of what
appears to be a flying saucer, under
which emanates beams of light. In
another panel is a flying cup. A team of
archeologists determined that it probably rode atop the saucer upon their vast
travels from the far reaches of space. In
another panel is a flying tea bag.
Thousands of miles away, on a wall in
the Pyramid of the Sun at Teotihuacán,
Mexico is what some scientists have
determined is the depiction of another
ancient vessel, under which several
beings are being lowered to earth on a
light beam. While the image is controversial due to its abstract nature, what’s
apparent is that one of the beings is
clearly smiling and giving the thumbs
up, while another is waving and mouthing the words “Hi, Mom!”
How is it possible that our ancestors
made such incredible leaps forward in
advancement of astronomical, medical, and scientific knowledge, not to
mention dessert recipes, when we here
today—standing on the shoulders of
giants—are helpless when it rains on the
day we arrange a picnic?
How was Galileo able to theorize that
the earth and other planets revolved
around the sun, without an ancient alien
there to say, “Hey, Galileo. Know what?
The earth and other planets revolve
around the sun. Trust me on this.”
“No way!”
“Way.”
All those years ago, Galileo determined that compared to the rest of the
universe, human life is “really eensy
teensy.” Today we can’t even agree on
what signifies life! We agree about the
destruction of coral reefs, but we can’t
agree on the value of human life, in the
womb or out.
If you want to understand this incredible humanity that God created, look at
all the human marvels. Look at Vinnie
Ream, who sat with Abraham Lincoln
and sculpted an amazing, Michelangeloesqe bust of the man. She was only a
teenager, for crying out loud!
Naaah, we didn’t need aliens to give
us tips; God created us in His image,
filling us with creativity, intellect, curiosity, and of course, faith. This is what
has gotten us from there to here, and it
is surely what will get us from here to
Kingdom come.
Bishop John B. Brungardt...President
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull   1971-1974
Margaret Klenke   1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2000

A

nthony de Mello, an Indian Jesuit,
is known far and wide for his writings and spiritual guidance. He was an
intense reader of the Gospels, from
which he learned that Christ was very
interested in awakening His readers to
a new life. That was more important
than simply implementing doctrine.
“Wake up!” --- de Mello saw this as
a challenging message for followers
of Christ.
Drawing from writings of the East
and West, de Mello found wisdom.
“Christ is in our midst.” That became
his theme in all his writings and spiritual exercises. He opened
a counseling center in
India. The West came to
know him as a spiritual
director.
Known for his playful attitude and giving the Gospels a freshness few knew,
de Mello continued to draw
followers, although he had
his critics too. Even after
his death, there were some
who continued to find fault
with his writings .
De Mello’s ministry was
cut short by a heart attack
in 1987. He died suddenly
on June 2 of that year.
A disciple had once
asked de Mello: “What is
the difference between

Holy Ones of
Our Time
By Sister Irene
Hartman, OP

knowledge and enlightenment?”
De Mello’s answer was: “When you
have knowledge, you use a torch to
show you the way. When you become
enlightened, you become the torch.”

“When you have knowledge,
you use a torch to show you the
way. When you become enlightened, you become the torch.”
-- Anthony de Mello
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My cheap path to poverty
T

he neighborhood is still quiet at a
quarter to eight on this Saturday
morning. In fact, I am embarrassingly
aware of just how quiet it is, as I drag
my roller bag along five blocks of rough,
uneven sidewalk.
I hate to wake up my neighbors so
early on a Saturday morning. But what
really eats at me is the thought that any
of them might look out their bedroom
window to see who is making all the
ruckus.
People who can manage smartly for
themselves do not schlep their roller bag
through the neighborhood. They have
friends or family members drive them to
the airport—my destination—rather than
risk looking like some hapless bag lady
with her shopping cart.
But this rattling through the neighborhood is a price I pay in my ongoing quest
to identify with the poor, opting for
public transit to the airport rather than
paying for the shuttle.
Opting, I say, because I easily could do
otherwise. I enjoy the privilege of options.

As I heft my laptop bag and then my
smart-looking violet TravelPro spinnerwheel Eiffel bag from the Junction City
bus into the waiting airport van, I feel
quietly proud and warmly grateful that I
can opt for the only form of transportation available to many who are poor.
The working poor, the job-hopeful
poor, the work-exhausted poor. The
no-other-options poor. The poor who
will never own a smart-looking TravelPro
bag. The poor who do not board planes
to travel to other places for paying gigs.
How easily I think of myself as “normal
people,” as “self-respecting.”
My thoughts convict me. “Your attitude
must be Christ’s,” I recall the Apostle
Paul writing in his letter to the Philippians, “who, though he was God, emptied
himself of all divine privilege. He took the
form of a slave.”
Jesus did not “choose” to travel the
way poor people do. He had no back-up
plan in case the weather was bad or he
overslept.
Jesus lived the way poor people live:
with no convenient alternatives. He

didn’t spring for the credit card and settle
up later. He lived precariously, the way
poor people do.
I have yet to hear a poor person grouch
or groan about how hard life is. “Oh, it’s
not that bad,” they tell me optimistically.
Or maybe they read how fragile I am in
my privileged state, and with unexpected
courtesy shield me from the embarrassment that overcomes people like me at
the stinking plight of the poor.
People like me are good at grouching
and groaning about how hard life is. Not
because we cannot afford dental care, or
because the soil and water and air in our
residential pocket of the industrial part
of town is making our children sick.
No, people like me grouch and groan
because the line is too long, or airfare
too high, or because the out-of-season
fruit shipped in from somewhere else
just doesn’t have enough flavor.
Real poverty has no energy for whining, and for the bloated feelings of specialness which accompany it.
My cheap path to poverty tells me that
I have not yet understood what Jesus

By Mary
Sharon Moore

Poor, Like
Jesus

was teaching in the first of the Beatitudes: Blest are the poor in spirit.
Blest are those who hold open a space
for lack, for want, for the precarious life.
Now in my riches I discover that holding
open a space for what I lack also holds
open a space for what God might desire
to provide.
Blest are those who embrace the unquestioning need to lean in to God, and
who encounter God’s sure consolation
and strength in doing so.
In my comfort I easily forget these
things. In fact, in my comfort I have no
way to touch real poverty.
The poor have much to teach me. I
have much to learn.

Church teaching on contraception
By Adelaide Mena
ashington D.C. (CNA) - Modernday imperialism. Harmful to
women. A failed promise. These are
the ways that leading Catholic scholars
described contraception – and said the
Church is right to warn against it.
“What women have discovered over
the past 48 years is that we don’t have
a design flaw. Being a woman is good
enough, and it’s a wonderful thing,”
said Mary Rice Hasson, J.D., director
of the Catholic Women’s Forum at the
Ethics and Public Policy Center.
Hasson was among a group of more
than 500 Catholic scholars who signed
a document supporting Church teaching against contraception, as expressed
in Blessed Paul VI’s 1968 encyclical
Humanae Vitae.
The document, entitled “Affirmation of the Catholic Church’s Teaching
on the Gift of Sexuality,” was released
at a Sept. 20 press conference at The
Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.
It responded to a statement opposing
Church teaching, released by the U.K.based Wijngaards Institute. The 150
signatories of the dissenting statement
argued that the Church has no reason
for its teaching against contraception.
They said that the use of birth control
is sometimes “an ethical imperative”
and that abortion-causing methods of
contraception are sometimes acceptable.
Pope Paul VI’s 1968 encyclical Humanae Vitae reaffirmed the traditional
Christian rejection of contraception
and said it applied to the birth control
pill. If a married couple faces a just
reason to avoid pregnancy, the Church
teaches that they may do so through
Natural Family Planning, a process that
works with a woman’s natural fertile

W

cycles and abstaining from sexual activity during the times that she is fertile.
Hasson voiced gratitude for the
Church’s teaching, saying that it affirms
women and does not treat their bodies
as “broken.”
“From a woman’s perspective, contraception, abortion and the sexual
revolution were held up to be a situation of promise, opportunity, of a way
to move forward in equality,” she said.
“And what we’ve found, not looking
just through the eyes of faith, but our
lived experience has shown that this is
a false promise. In fact, women have
proved to be hurt and more vulnerable
by the consequences of the sex revolution and the promotion of contraception as the solution.”
Rather than affirming women, Hasson said, contraception tells women
that their fertility is a problem to be
“fixed” through medical means.
In contrast, the Church’s teaching
protects and defends women, she said.
“We are the future. Women have the
support of the Church’s teaching and
it’s been just a tremendous thing.”
Hasson told CNA that both domestic
and foreign organizations are “very
coercive” in pushing contraceptive
implements on lower-income women
around the world, often without regard
for women’s relationship goals and at
the cost of other forms of developmental support.
Religious studies professor John
Grabowski of Catholic University of
America agreed.
He told CNA that during his time
serving on the Pontifical Council for
the Family, he has heard people from
around the world complain that “we
are having these population, family
planning services shoved down our
throats, regardless of our convictions,

“And what we’ve
found, not looking
just through the eyes
of faith, but our lived
experience has shown
that this is a false
promise. In fact, women have proved to be
hurt and more vulnerable by the consequences of the sex revolution
and the promotion of
contraception as the
solution.”
our cultural values, our religious convictions.”
In many cases, he said, funding is directly tied to acceptance of contraception and abortion programs. “It really is
contraceptive imperialism.”
Grabowki, who also signed the
document supporting Church teaching,
pointed out that every major Christian church agreed with Catholicism
through the 20th century.
And today, he said, “there are many
Catholic scholars, academics and intellectuals who support the Church’s
teaching, who recognize that the teaching is not the policy instituted by the
Church 48 years ago, but represents
the constant teaching of the Church
from its beginning.”
Grabowksi noted that when Pope
Paul VI wrote Humanae Vitae, he

“predicted that if contraception were
to be widely implemented we could
expect a number of things to come
to pass: increasing infidelity, and the
overall moral decline within society, a
loss of respect for women on the part
of men.”
All of these things have come to pass,
Grabowski said, charging that the Wijngaards Statement does not recognize
“the fact that we have a wealth of data
from the sciences and the social sciences demonstrating the real harm done
to women, to relationships, to marriages and to the family. It’s as if the sexual
revolution hasn’t happened.”
He also pointed to the statement’s
failure to address the “unique contribution” of St. Pope John Paul II’s Theology
of the body, a work which he described
as “such a rich resource in unpacking
this teaching.”
Statement organizer Janet Smith, an
ethics professor at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary in Detroit, noted that with
just a few days’ notice, the document
in support of Church teaching had attracted more than triple the signatures
of the dissenting statement.
She suggested that this is “an opportunity for us to show the world that
there are many, many people who accept the Church’s teaching on contraception.”
Furthermore, she said, while all of
the signatories hold advanced degrees,
they are also largely people who are
married with families.
By living out the Church’s teachings
on contraception and sexuality in their
daily lives, many of the signatories
are a living witness to the truth of the
Church’s position, she said. “They’re not
just accepting it on blind obedience.”
Kevin Jones contributed to this report.
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Reflections on the 2016 Election
By the Kansas Catholic Bishops
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt, Most Rev. Edward J. Weisenburger, Most Rev. Karl A. Kemme, Most Rev. Joseph F. Naumann

M

y fellow bishops and I
would like to take this
opportunity to talk to you about
the duties of faithful citizenship
in an election year.
Just as living a Christian life involves much more than going to
church on Sunday, so responsible
citizenship requires more than
simply voting on Election Day.
Voting is nonetheless a crucially important part of citizenship, one that should always be
taken very seriously.
When we vote, our choices
must never be reduced to a mere
calculation of self-interest.
Each of us has a moral obligation to work towards the common good.
Our vote should always be
cast in favor of what is best for
society.
Many of the political issues
being debated today can and
should be considered in the light
of Catholic social teaching.
This is not to say that Catholics
need always arrive at the same
conclusions about what policies
are best.

Watch the video of
the presentation by
the Catholic Bishops
of Kansas at kscathconf.org, or by going
to dcdiocese.org, and
clicking on the Kansas
Bishops’ Election Year
Reflection icon.
But our political preferences
should be shaped by the application of Catholic moral principles
to current circumstances.
For example, all Catholics
should work to ensure that all
people, and especially the poor,
have access to high quality
health care.
A Catholic viewpoint is also
needed in the debate over immigration policy, a debate that has
grown increasingly polarized and
even toxic.
Catholics should recognize the
need for good stewardship of
the environment, so that future

generations can enjoy the gifts of
God’s creation.
These are but examples of
the many issues that Catholic
social teaching can help us think
through.
It is also important to place
special emphasis on those issues
where Catholics must speak with
a unified voice, because of the
reality that certain laws directly
contradict church teaching, the
natural law, and the good of
society.
In our country, over one million unborn children are killed by
abortion every single year.
All Catholics have a moral obligation to keep this human rights
catastrophe at the forefront of
their minds when voting.
Catholics must also open their
eyes to the attacks upon religious
freedom that are proliferating in
our society.
More and more, government
agencies are attempting to punish individuals and institutions
that adhere to the truth that
marriage can only be between
a man and a woman, and that

every child deserves a mother
and a father.
Finally, Catholics should also
carefully consider the critical
role that judges increasingly play
in deciding issues like abortion,
marriage, and religious freedom.
It is now the case that judges
and other unelected officials all
too often take these debates out
of the hands of the democratic
process and decide them for
themselves, leaving concerned
citizens with no recourse.
It is thus absolutely essential
that we have judges who respect
the right to life and marriage as a
covenant between one man and
one woman, and who will protect religious freedom and rights
of conscience.
We appreciate your taking the
time to listen today.
This election year, we encourage you to prayerfully consider
what we have said, and what the
Church teaches about the duties
of faithful citizenship.
God bless you.

Just as
living a
Christian
life involves
much more
than going
to church on
Sunday, so
responsible
citizenship
requires
more than
simply
voting on
Election
Day.

High School Youth Rally
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Nov. 19-20

he Diocese of Dodge City High School
Youth Rally will be held Nov. 19-20 on
the campus of Dodge City Community
College. It will begin Saturday at 12:15
p.m., and conclude by 3:30 p.m. Sunday.
The theme for this year’s rally is “Christ
in Camo: you may not recognize Him, but
He is there.”
The rally will kick off with the Celebration of the Eucharist by Father Wesley
Schawe, the Diocese Director of Priestly
Vocations.
Throughout the two-day event, the
youth will be able to participate in some
awesome breakout sessions, ice breakers, confession, Vigil Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, a dance, and the
opportunity to meet other Catholic youth
from around the diocese.
The high point of the rally will be the
closing liturgy Sunday afternoon celebrated by our bishop, the Most Rev. John
Brungardt.
The keynote speaker for the rally is
Mike Patin, from LaFeyette, LA.
Mike is a Catholic speaker who uses
energy, humour and stories to affirm
God’s goodness and presence among us
while inviting others (and himself) to take
the “next step” in our journey with God.
Mike will be speaking and interacting
with the youth throughout the weekend
and will also provide a breakout session
for the adults.
The high school youth rally is open to
all students in grades 8-12. Information
and registration details will be sent to

YOU MAY NOT
RECOGNIZE HIM,
BUT HE IS THERE.
parish DREs/youth ministers via email
by Oct. 17. Further information will also
be posted on the youth page at www.
dcdiocese.org/youth. Students who wish
to attend the rally must register through
their parish.
The parish that registers the most student participants by Nov. 7, will receive a
$100 pizza party for their youth group.
The High School Youth Rally is a yearly
event that is planned by the Diocesan
Youth Council under guidance of the
Diocese of Dodge City Youth Office.

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

October 9, 2016

Page 7

Local Catholic school teacher releases ‘Reflection of the Son’
T
he idea for “Reflection of the
Son: A Scriptural Rosary and
Marian Guide” came after the author realized that he had left the
glorious mysteries of the Rosary
just that -- mysteries.
Tony Frasco, a teacher at Sacred Heart Cathedral School in
Dodge City, had been praying
a daily rosary when it occurred
to him that he had never really
meditated on the mysteries.
“I had started praying the
Rosary daily after my summers
teaching Totus Tuus,” Frasco said.
“The problem was that I never
felt like I actually meditated upon
the mysteries. I decided, while in
seminary, that I wanted to really
pray it. So I got up at 6 in the
morning and dedicated a hour to
pray the Rosary. After doing this

several weeks, Scripture verses
started coming to me, and I said
to myself, this is good. I’m going
to write this down.
“So, this started a long process
of putting the book together.”
The book, which is a second
edition of a previously published
edition, includes sections on
prayers of the Rosary, how to
say the Rosary, suggested special
intentions, and highlights of the
Saint John Paul II’s Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae.
It also includes chapters entitled, “Scriptural Rosary Part 1”
(Scripture verses taken from actual account; “Scriptural Rosary Part
2” (Scripture Verses taken from
New Testament verses other
than actual account); “Scriptural
Rosary Part 3” (Scripture Verses

New youth director
“When I
found out
that this was
an actual
job I could
do,” he said,
laughing, “I
was excited.
It kind of
made sense.
It wasn’t
my original
plan, but
it worked
out for the
best.”
From Page 1
the people in the Catholic Disciples
group, helping them and helping myself
grow in my faith.”
Hernendez was never really a partier.
But even the best-intentioned can get
lulled into an atmosphere where negative habits can develop.
“If you put yourself in a group like
Catholic Disciples right way, if you have
the right people around you, you end up
staying away from that kind of stuff,”
Hernandez explained.
“I had friends who were really into
that party scene, but I don’t enjoy
that kind of atmosphere. As I got into
Catholic Disciples, they didn’t do that
stuff so much. We would go to movies on campus, or have video game
nights. I surrounded myself with the
right people. That’s what the Catholic
Disciples group is.”
Hernandez is the son of Valentin and
Kerri. He has two sisters, Rosa and Patricia, and a brother, Alberto.
After attending Garden City Community College, he transferred to Ft. Hays

State where he majored in elementary
education. He didn’t intend on becoming a youth minister, even though he’d
been involved in helping to organize
youth ministry events since leaving
high school.
“When I found out that this was an
actual job I could do,” he said, laughing,
“I was excited. It kind of made sense. It
wasn’t my original plan, but it worked
out for the best.”
With only one month on the job,
the 25-year-old hasn’t had time to
get too immersed in the community,
although he did have a memorable
sand volleyball game one night with
the youth.
“I was talking to them about humility,” he said. “I tend to be pretty competitive, and not too humble on the
field. So, someone would start to mess
up, and they’d say, ‘Remember: Humility!’ It was cool to see that.”
He praised the efforts and support
of Father Reggie Urban and the youth
commission, made up of several adults,
including some youth members, with
whom he meets and shares ideas and

taken from Old Testament verses); “Additional Prayers”; “Mary’s
Appearances in Scripture; 50
Ways to Increases Devotion to
Mary”; and “Mary ‘Musts’: Books
Everyone Should Read on Marian
Feast Days”.
“I always say this book is good
because the Scripture writers
wrote the verses, and Mary
wanted it to happen,” Frasco said.
“Anything good that comes from
‘Reflection of the Son’ is because
of God and Our Lady. Steve
Hesprich, a friend from Denver,
started Spirit of Leadership, and
I asked him if he would be willing
to publish it, and he said yes.”
Each Mystery has a color
stained glass window picture to
meditate upon, a prayer, and 10
Scripture verses to help meditate

concerns.
But it’s from the youth themselves that he
hopes to garner most of his ideas for making
a strong, inviting, youth community housed
firmly in Christ’s teachings.

upon the Rosary. This book can
assist the beginner all the way to
the prayer “warrior”.
The book was endorsed by
Dr. Tim Gray (President of the
Augustine Institute) and Fr. Dan
Barron (Executive Advisor of
MagnifiKid).
This edition is spiral bound,
and all the pictures before each
mystery are in color.
Frasco hopes to have the book
translated into Spanish in the
near future.
The book can be ordered by
going to the Cathedral Bookstore
in Dodge or by e-mailing the
publisher at Steve.Hesprich@
SpiritLeadership.org or by calling
1-563-580-1367.

“I keep asking for ideas,” he said. “If you
don’t give me ideas for what you want to
learn, you will learn what I want you to
learn. So, I get feedback, and that’s cool,
too.”

,
As we Celebrate the feast of
St. Padre Pio on Sept. 23
St. Padre Pio’s life proves that all of
our difficulties and sorrows, if accepted out of love, can be transformed
into a privileged way of holiness,
which can be used for the greater
good, known only to the Lord.
1. He can help us to remain hopeful,
teach us to keep going - to love, to
forgive, even when we fa..
2. He understood about suffering:
We can ask him to intercede for our
sufferings.
3. He has a deep concern for his
priests. We can ask him to bless our
Clergy.
When? Oct. 9, 2016
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Where? Parish: St. John the Baptist
Parish Mead, Kansas .....
What? Healing prayers, and to learn
about St. Padre Pio and his work of
prayer and healing for all.

Jacqueline Loh

Found of Grace that Reigns
Society. Her interest lies in
renewing a Sense of Wonder
for one’s own vocation, and
the healing power of prayer
for the sick.

Bishop Ronald Gilmore

Spiritual Director of Grace
that Reigns Ministry. His interest lies in priestly formation,
contemplative prayer and the
sacraments of healing.
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Vibrant Ministries, Uniting Our Church

Path to the Priesthood
e
What was it that mad
st?
you want to be a prie

by Father Reggie Urban
me
he main thing that drew
s the
to become a priest wa
g, the
gin
sin
the
Liturgy. I loved
l actions
ca
rgi
litu
praying, and the
od. I
ho
ild
ch
that were part of my
my
th
wi
remember driving home
st,
ari
ch
parents after Sunday Eu
our ’52
of
at
se
ck
ba
sitting in the
nse
Chevy, having a deep se
eing as we
ll-b
we
d
an
of satisfaction
It seemed
drove back to our farm.
with the
ht
rig
like everything was
en “to
be
world because we had
serving it
Church”. Once I started
ked” forwas all over! I was “hoo
ever....

T

What was it that made you
want to be a priest?

by Father Warren Stecklein
hen I was growing up, our fam
ily
pretty much lived our lives cen
tered
around the Church. It was a pla
ce of
prayer and worship, but also a
place for
education and socialization. Our
schedules and activities hinged upo
n what was
taking place at the Church. We
also had
wonderful pastors that served as
an inspiration to me. When I was in my mid
20s, still
living my life centered around the
Church,
I recognized there were too few
priests
to serve in parishes and began
to seriously
discern a vocation to the priesth
ood.

W

Celebrating the journey to serve God’s people

What do you like
most about being a
priest?

by Father Charles Mazouch
here are many things. I
guess I could sum it up as
being involved in a special
way with so many people.
It is through the sacraments
of the church that I find
enjoyment in my priesthood.
I have been able to meet
so many great people, and
I know I would not have met
all of these if it were not for
my vocation.

T

ple who
Who were peo
u in your
encouraged yo
vocation?

Was there a part
icular
individual who insp
ired
you to become a
priest?

by Father Jim Dieker
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who was my pastor
in my early
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profession of
Veterinary Medicine.
As a refugee,
his life story was impe
lling, but his
charismatic faith was
intoxicating.
He prayed for vocatio
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I went to him on a wh
im to learn
German. We never go
t around
to studying German,
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my real search was fo
r faith and
direction in my perso
nal life.
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Appeal Prayer

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Compassionate God, you are the light of the world.
You give us your Son to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
Loving God, fill us with the desire to be with you in all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the needs of the least among us,
Form our faith and Strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.

What has been one
of the greatest
challenges you face
in your ministry?

by Father Wesley Schawe
eople turn to a priest in
the face of death, violence,
anger, or despair, looking for
some hope. I think my greatest
challenge is wanting to help
everyone in every moment of
pain or sadness, but knowin
g
that I can’t.

P

How does the appeal
support priests?

O

ur priests dedicate their lives in service to the Lord and to our Church,
and we are blessed by their ministry.
We are called to support their ongoing
formation, and to care for the needs of
our priests throughout their retirement
years.
Additionally, we are called to provide
support for the missionary and international priests who serve our parishes,
as well as our seminarians preparing for
priesthood.
The Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting our
Church appeal has set as a monetary goal
a sum of $3,940,500, which will go toward
support of priestly vocations from seminary through retirement.
SEMINARIANS: We have six seminarians
currently in formation at an annual cost of
$38,000 per seminarian per year.
RETIRED PRIESTS: There are currently
11 retired priest and two retired bishops
supported through pensions, health coverage and long-term care coverage. With
nine priests over age 60, estimates for future long-term care coverage is estimated
at $1.3 million.
Missionary Priests: There are currently 15 priests from nine diocese and
religious orders receiving support and
retirement benefits funding of approximately $90,000 per year.
ONGOING FORMATION: Ongoing
formation includes support for language
studies, retreats, advanced education, and
leadership programs.

... God calls every generation to
		
respond to His invitation to share 		
the Good News and to serve those in need.
He assures us that we will be rewarded beyond
our greatest imagination for our generosity and
faithfulness. God blesses us for lovingly tending to
one another. Thus, we go forward in our next step
of fulfilling the vision of our Catholic Church in southwest Kansas through our Vibrant Ministries-Uniting
our Church Appeal, confident that God will bless us for
continuing to cultivate His love in our families and communities. Sowing bountifully, will reap bountifully. (2
Corinthians 9:6) As St. Paul Promises us, “You are being
enriched in every way for all generosity, which through
us produces thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:11)
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Formation of conscience guarantees freedom
Editor’s Note: The following commentary is reprinted with permission
of the Catholic Sun newspaper of the
Diocese of Phoenix, Ariz.
By the Most Rev. Thomas J. Olmsted
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Phoenix.

He calls for
deeper and
sustained
pastoral
accompaniment of
these suffering families,
assuring
them that
they are
welcome in
the Church
family, and
that we are
eager to
seek ways
to integrate
them more
fully into our
local communities.

M

arried love “advances gradually
with the progressive integration
of the gifts of God” (#122), says Pope
Francis in his Apostolic Exhortation on
the Joy of Love in the Family. There
is no limit to the spouses’ ability to
participate in the infinite charity which
is the Holy Spirit (cf. #134).
“Even amid unresolved conflicts and
confused emotional situations, they
daily reaffirm their decision to love,
to belong to one another, to share
their lives and to continue loving and
forgiving. Each progresses along the
path of personal growth and development. On this journey, love rejoices at
every step and in every new stage”
(#163). On this journey to full maturity
in Christ, the Church accompanies
married couples and assists them in
the lifelong task of formation of conscience which, as the Catechism says
(#1784), “guarantees freedom and
engenders peace of heart.”
Two gifts of God are necessary in
this lifelong task of conscience formation: the light of God’s word and the
authoritative teaching of the Church
(Ibid, #1785). For good reason, then,
Pope Francis affirms both of these as the
primary foundation for his document.
Literally and organically, he puts at the

center of his Exhortation both these gifts
of God: the Sacred Scriptures and the
Magisterial teaching of the Church. In
chapter four, he reflects on God’s teaching on love from the famous text of 1
Corinthians 13; and in chapter five, the
Holy Father affirms the Church’s teaching on fruitfulness in marriage.
This is the fifth in a series on “Amoris
Laetitia (The Joy of Love),” Pope Francis’ post-synodal apostolic exhortation
on marriage and the family.
To assist married couples in the
journey to mature love in Christ, the
Church “seeks the grace of conversion
for them” (#78), and encourages them
to have confidence that forgiveness
is always within their reach: “When
we have been offended or let down,
forgiveness is possible and desirable,
but no one can say that it is easy. …
We need to learn to pray over our past
history, to accept ourselves, to learn
how to live with our limitations, and
even to forgive ourselves, in order to
have this same attitude toward others” (#106f).
Throughout the entire Exhortation, and indeed throughout all of his
papacy, the Holy Father has gone to
great lengths to show that God’s Plan
for marriage and family is truly good
news, and that it is possible, with God’s
grace, to know His plan, to accept it
in faith and to live it with joy and ever
deepening love.
As a good shepherd, Pope Francis
focuses special attention on those who
walk on the edge of despair because
of personal failures and problems they

Durlers celebrate 60
years of matrimony

A

nthony and Juliana (Heeke)
Durler of Dodge City will
celebrate 60 years of marriage on
Saturday, Oct. 15 with a reception
from 2-4 p.m. at the St. Andrew
Parish Center in Wright.
Tony and Julie were married Oct.
16, 1956 at St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church in Spearville. They

have suffered in their families, and because of the complex and contradictory
situations in which they find themselves
now. He calls for deeper and sustained
pastoral accompaniment of these
suffering families, assuring them that
they are welcome in the Church family,
and that we are eager to seek ways to
integrate them more fully into our local
communities.
This situation does not, it is important
to note, mean that the Catholic persons
are excommunicated from the Church.
They should be encouraged to pray,
attend Mass, and rectify the situation
in communication with their pastor,
who remains their pastor despite the
case of objective sin. Accompaniment
is possible and should be the case in
our parishes.
This does not, however, include
receiving Holy Communion for those
who are divorced and remarried.
Pope Francis specifically calls those
in this situation “to seek the grace of
conversion” (#78). Throughout Amoris Laetitia we see a continuity with
the Church’s Magisterium especially
that of Blessed Paul VI, St. John Paul
II, and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
which reaffirm the constant tradition
of the Church.
In Familiaris Consortio #84, for
example, St. John Paul II taught, “…
I earnestly call upon pastors and the
whole community of the faithful to
help the divorced, and with solicitous
care to make sure that they do not
consider themselves as separated
from the Church, for as baptized

persons they can, and indeed must,
share in Her life. They should be encouraged to listen to the Word of God,
to attend the Sacrifice of the Mass, to
persevere in prayer, to contribute to
works of charity and to community
efforts in favor of justice, to bring up
their children in the Christian faith,
to cultivate the spirit and practice
of penance and thus implore, day
by day, God’s grace. Let the Church
pray for them, encourage them and
show Herself a merciful Mother, and
thus sustain them in faith and hope.
However, the Church reaffirms Her
practice, which is based upon Sacred
Scripture, of not admitting to Eucharistic Communion divorced persons
who have remarried. They are unable
to be admitted thereto from the fact
that their state and condition of life
objectively contradict that union of
love between Christ and the Church
which is signified and affected by the
Eucharist.” Similarly, Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI affirmed this consistent
teaching and practice of the Church
in Sacramentum Caritatis #29.
With wisdom, the Catechism teachers that (#1785), “we must … examine
our conscience before the Lord’s Cross
… assisted by the gifts of the Holy
Spirit.” Without embracing the Cross
of Christ, we cannot have life in Him.
Only when we “take up our cross each
day” and follow Him can we be His
disciples. The Lord gives us the command and also the grace to do this,
every day, beginning within the family
in which by God’s grace we live.

Rzihas celebrate
50 years wed

are the parents of six children:
Bob, Dodge City, Dale and Barbara,
Kevin and Julie, Wright, Connie
and Steve Stein, Ulysses, Patty and
Kevin Konda, Colwich, and Donna
and Shane Plush, Wichita.
They are blessed with 22 grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren.

Jolene and Jim Rziha of Great
Bend

J

Anthony and Juliana (Heeke) Durler of Dodge City

im and Jolene Rziha celebrated
their 50th anniversary on Oct. 1
with a card shower.
Jolene Kaiser and Jim Rziha were
united in marriage on Oct. 1, 1966 at
Holy Family Church in Odin.
Jim worked for Marlette Homes for
11 years, and then for UPS, retiring
after 30 years. Jolene worked for
Jennifer’s Hallmark.
The couple has two daughters,

Gina and Casey Dodd of Topeka,
and Mona and Major Chad Dodd of
Oceanside, Calif., and four grandchildren, Zachary Dodd of Notre Dame,
Ind., Mason Dodd of Lawrence, KS,
Abby Dodd of Topeka, and Benjamin
Dodd of Oceanside, Calif.
It is not too late to send the couple
your congratulations. Send cards to:
Jolene Rziha, 3315 24th Street, Great
Bend, KS 67530.
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Reflexiones sobra la elección 2016
por los Obispos de Kansas

Así como
vivir una
vida
cristiana
se trata de
más que
ir a la
iglesia los
domingos,
así también la
ciudadanía
requiere
más que
simplemente
votar el Día
de Elecciones.

M

is obispos compañeros y yo nos gustaría
tomar esta oportunidad para hablarles sobre las obligaciones de la ciudadanía
responsable en un año de elecciones.
Así como vivir una vida cristiana se trata de
más que ir a la iglesia los domingos, así también la ciudadanía requiere más que simplemente votar el Día de Elecciones.
Votar es sin embargo una parte de mucha
importancia de la ciudadanía, una que se
debe tomar muy en serio.
Cuando votamos, nuestras preferencias
nunca se deben reducir a un puro cálculo de
nuestro propio interés.
Cada uno de nosotros tiene una obligación
moral de trabajar para el bien común.
Nuestro voto siempre debe ser decisivo en
favor de lo que es lo mejor para la sociedad.
Muchos de los asuntos políticos que son debatidos hoy pueden y deben ser considerados
a la luz de las enseñanzas católicas sociales.
Esto no quiere decir que los católicos siempre tienen que llegar a las mismas conclusiones acerca de cuáles políticas son mejores.
Pero nuestras preferencias políticas deben
ser formadas por la aplicación de los principios morales católicos a las circunstancias
del día.
Por ejemplo, todos los católicos deben
trabajar para asegurar que toda la gente, y

especialmente los pobres, tengan aceso al
cuidado de salud de alta calidad.
Un punto de vista católico también se
necesita en el debate sobre las leyes migratorias (sobre la inmigración), un debate que
ha llegado a dividir más y más y hasta ser
venenoso.
Los católicos deben reconocer la necesidad
del buen cuidado del ambiente, para que las
futuras generaciones puedan disfrutar los
regalos de la creación de Dios.
Estos solamente son ejemplos de los
muchos asuntos que las enseñanzas católicas
sociales nos pueden ayudar en nuestro modo
de pensar.
También es importante dar especial énfasis
a aquellos asuntos donde los católicos deben
hablar con una sola voz, por la realidad de
que ciertas leyes son contrarias a las enseñanzas de la Iglesia, la ley natural y el bien común
de la sociedad.
En nuestro país, a más de un millón de bebés innatos, bebés que todavía no han nacido,
se les ha quitado la vida por el aborto cada
año.
Todos los católicos tienen una obligación
moral de mantener esta atrocidad de derechos humanos muy presente al votar.
Los católicos también deben abrir sus ojos
a los ataques sobre la libertad religiosa que es

tan prevalente en nuestra sociedad.
Más y más, agencias del gobierno tratan
de castigar a individuos e instituciones que
se unen a la verdad que el matrimonio solo
puede ser entre un hombre y una mujer y que
cada criatura merece una madre y un padre.
Finalmente, los católicos también deben
considerar con cuidado el papel crítico que
jueces más y más juegan en decidir asuntos
como el aborto, el matrimonio y la libertad
religiosa.
Es ahora el caso que jueces y otros oficiales no-elegidos muchas veces toman estos
debates fuera de las manos del proceso
democrático y deciden por ellos mismos,
dejando a los ciudadanos interesados sin
recursos.
Por eso es absolutamente esencial que
tengamos jueces que respeten el derecho a la
vida y al matrimonio como una alianza entre
un hombre y una mujer y que protegerán la
libertad religiosa y los derechos de conciencia.
Nosotros apreciamos su toma de tiempo
para escucharnos hoy.
Este año de elecciones, les pedimos que
consideren en oración lo que les hemos dicho
y lo que la Iglesia enseña acerca de las responsabilidades de la ciudadanía responsable.
Dios los bendiga.

Fallece obispo chino que estuvo 6 años preso
y 16 años en campo de trabajo forzoso

R

OMA (ACI) - Mons. Vicente Zhu
Weifang, Obispo de Wenzhou en la
provincia de Zhejiang en China, falleció
el pasado 7 de septiembre a la edad de
88 años, 16 de los cuales los pasó en un
campo de trabajo forzoso y luego estuvo
encarcelado otros 6 años.
Mons. Zhu nació el 10 de diciembre de
1927 en el pueblo de Yang’ao, distrito
de Yongjia. En 1939, cuando tenía doce
años, ingresó al seminario menor de San
Vicente, en la diócesis de Ningbo. Continuó su formación en los seminarios de
Jiaxing, Fuzhou y Shanghai. Fue ordenado
sacerdote el 6 de octubre de 1954 en la
iglesia de Xujiahui en Shanghai.
En julio de 1955 comenzó a ejercer su
ministerio sacerdotal en la parroquia de
Qianku en Wenzhou. En esa época China
se convirtió en la República Popular
China bajo el mandato de Mao Tse tung y
el Partido Comunista.
Unos meses después de iniciado su
ministerio, el joven sacerdote fue detenido y condenado a 16 años de “reeducación mediante el trabajo”.
El entonces P. Zhu fue liberado en
1971. Sin embargo, fue arrestado varias
veces y durante esos periodos ofreció
a Dios toda la fatiga del trabajo forzoso
“como ofrenda y sacrificio de suave perfume”.
En 1982 las autoridades lo enviaron a
prisión donde estuvo 6 años hasta 1988.
Solo desde entonces, el sacerdote pudo
ejercer su ministerio públicamente en
las parroquias de Cangnan y Pingyang
de Wenzhou y se dedicó a edificar a los
fieles con su testimonio. También prestó

sus atenciones a la congregación diocesana femenina de Santa Teresa del Niño
Jesús.
En noviembre de 2007 fue nombrado
Obispo de Wenzhou y recibió la ordenación episcopal 14 meses después, el 10
enero de 2009. No pudo tomar posesión
de su diócesis sino hasta el 23 de diciembre de 2010.
“Desde entonces, a pesar de su avanzada edad, asumió su importante responsabilidad pastoral trabajando con gran
pasión. Como obispo, se prodigó todo lo
posible para salvaguardar los derechos
e intereses de la Iglesia, ganándose una
gran estima entre todos los fieles”, señala una nota publicada por la Oficina de
Prensa de la Santa Sede.
Su edad no impidió que desafiara
los controles del gobierno, que arrestó
obispos y clausuró algunos seminarios.
En julio del año pasado, Mons. Zhu salió
a protestar junto a 26 sacerdotes por la
demolición de cruces e iglesias.
El funeral de Mons. Zhu se realizó el
pasado 13 de septiembre. Lo sucede
Mons. Pietro Shao Zhumin, Obispo Coadjutor de Wenzhou.
En la diócesis hay cerca de 140.000
católicos; unos 50 sacerdotes, en su
mayoría jóvenes, y más de 100 religiosas
activas en la asistencia a los enfermos,
ancianos y las familias.
La Iglesia en China
China permite el culto católico únicamente a la Asociación Patriótica Católica
China, subalterna del Partido Comunista de China, y rechaza la autoridad del
Vaticano para nombrar obispos o gober-

El entonces P. Zhu fue liberado en
1971. Sin embargo, fue arrestado
varias veces y durante esos periodos ofreció a Dios toda la fatiga del
trabajo forzoso “como ofrenda y
sacrificio de suave perfume”.
narlos. La Iglesia Católica fiel al Papa
no es completamente clandestina;
aunque es asediada constantemente.
Las relaciones diplomáticas entre
China y el Vaticano se rompieron en
1951, dos años después de la llegada al
poder de los comunistas que expulsaron
a los clérigos extranjeros.
En diciembre de 2010, el nombramiento de un obispo legítimamente ordenado como Presidente de la asociación,
durante una asamblea que sacerdotes y
obispos fieles a Roma debieron atender a
la fuerza, ha generado un distanciamiento entre el Vaticano y China.
Sin embargo, en más de una ocasión el
Papa Francisco ha expresado su deseo
de acercarse a China, como cuando
durante su viaje a Corea del Sur en 2014
envió un telegrama saludando al Presidente del país asiático.
En el viaje de regreso a Roma el
Santo Padre dijo: “¿Que si me gustaría
ir a China? Por supuesto: ¡mañana! Sí.
Respetamos al pueblo chino; la Iglesia
pide únicamente libertad para su misión, para llevar a cabo su tarea; no hay
más condiciones”.
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¡Me encanta ser sacerdote!

6

Obispo
John B. Brungardt

:30 de la mañana, Santa Misa en
Colorado con nuestros seminaristas: ¡qué maravillosa manera de empezar el día! El Padre Wesley Schawe,
nuestro director de vocaciones, y yo
estábamos visitando el Seminario Teológico “St. John Vianney” en Denver.
En el último día, celebramos la Eucaristía con nuestros seminaristas, el
diácono Jacob Schneider, John Stang, y
Austin Habash en el pequeño “capilla
de la torre”. Mi intención para la misa
fue por el eterno descanso del alma del
abuelo de Austin, que había fallecido
recientemente. Varias veces durante
la Santa Misa, el Señor me abrumó con

su toque. ¡Tengo tanta suerte!
La alegría del sacerdocio es real. El
regalo del Orden Sagrado es palpable.
El sacerdocio ministerial no es una
carrera, ni un trabajo o una actividad.
Nuestra Iglesia Católica enseña que
el sacerdote se presenta in persona
Christi, en la persona de Cristo. Ya
sea que esta imitación de Jesús se
haga como celebrante de la misa, en
la predicación, o en la pastoral de los
enfermos, somos realmente transformados en una “nueva creación”
(2 Corintios 5,17).
Iré a visitar al diácono Mark Brantley a finales de este otoño al Seminario

Nacional “Papa San Juan XXIII”, cerca
de Boston, donde está terminando
su último año. En la primavera, voy a
visitar a Eric Frieb y Esteban Hernández
en el Conception Seminary College al
norte de Kansas City. Por favor oren
por nuestros seminaristas, para que
escuchen a Dios, mientras se forman
para ser lo que Él los está llamando
a ser. Estén abiertos en la oración
a nuestra Petición Ministerios Vibrantes, con el fin de compartir con
sacrificio y generosa limosna a la formación de seminaristas y sacerdotes,
y para ayudar a nuestros sacerdotes
jubilados.

Gracias, Señor, por nuestro sacerdocio ministerial. Ayuda a nuestros
seminaristas a convertirse en hombres a la imagen de Jesús, el Sumo
Sacerdote. Abre los corazones de
nuestros niños y hombres solteros de
la Diócesis de Dodge City para que sean
receptivos a tu llamado al seminario.
Toca los corazones de los padres
para alentar a sus hijos a escuchar su
llamada al sacerdocio ministerial, o
tu llamada a ser maridos y padres devotos. Nuestro Salvador Jesús estará
con todos nosotros, ¡Él nos ama más
de lo que podemos pedir o imaginar!
Monseñor John, obispo

El Papa muestra apoyo a Marcha por la Familia y pide el fin de la violencia

V

ATICANO (ACI) - El Papa Francisco mostró su
total apoyo a la Marcha por la Familia que tuvo
lugar en México este sábado 24 de septiembre, así
como por la defensa de la vida en la nación, y pidió
por el fin de la violencia en todo el país.
Así, después de presidir la Misa del Jubileo de
los Catequistas y antes de rezar el Ángelus dijo:
“me asocio de buena gana a los Obispos de México
para sostener el compromiso de la Iglesia y de la
sociedad civil en favor de la familia y de la vida,
que en este tiempo requieren especial atención
pastoral y cultural en todo el mundo”.
“Y además, aseguro mi oración por el querido
pueblo mexicano, para que cese la violencia que
en estos días ha golpeado también a algunos sacerdotes”, sostuvo el Papa.
Desde el mediodía de este sábado 24 de septiembre, más de 400 mil personas de todo el país

participaron en la multitudinaria Marcha por la
Familia realizada en Ciudad de México.
Entre los principales pedidos de los organizadores están la protección de la familia constituida
sobre el matrimonio formado por un hombre y
una mujer, el derecho de los padres a educar a
sus hijos según sus convicciones, y el rechazo a
la imposición de la ideología de género por parte
del gobierno.
Por otro lado, las autoridades del estado mexicano de Veracruz informaron que dos sacerdotes
católicos fueron secuestrados y asesinados por
hombres armados el 19 de septiembre.
El lunes 19 también fue secuestrado el P. José
Alfredo López Guillén, sacerdote de la Diócesis de
Morelia. La denuncia fue hecha por el Arzobispo
local, Cardenal Alberto Suárez Inda, el jueves 22
de septiembre.

Un tierno conocimiento de Dios

H

Obispo Ronald M.
Gilmore
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

Otro Comino

ay personas que asisten con
regularidad a la Iglesia y
que buscan algo más que lo que
reciben el Domingo por la mañana.
Expresan una profunda hambre de
Dios.
Se lanzan en su búsqueda del
Señor, buscando orientación. Son
atraídos por lo bíblico una sola
cosa. Quieren gozar de la dulzura
del Señor (Sal 27:4). ¿Qué es esta
dulzura?
Debemos tener claro, primero, lo
que no es. No es un estado oriental
de conocimiento impersonal producido por ejercicios y técnicas. No
es retirarse de la realidad material,

escapando del negocio de vivir. No
es una conversación interior con
uno mismo, una inspección interior,
un “un narcicismo consagrado.” No
es un intelecto estéril, juegos con
pensamientos, y juegos con palabras, racionalismo escondido. No
es tratar de alcanzar algo extraordinario, visiones y voces.
Contemplación infundida es un
tierno conocimiento de Dios: uno
que es nuevo, uno que es
dado por lo divino, algo
que es general, uno que
no tiene concepto. Cada
frase calificadora dará
una reflexión cuidadosa y

llena de oración.
A veces es una regocijante atención a Dios, a veces es un deseo
seco por Dios. El Señor determina qué tipo de contemplación
necesitamos en un dado momento,
el regocijo, que nos anima y que
nos acerca, o el acercamiento árido
que nos purifica para una oración
aún más profunda.
En la Escritura y en Tradición,

nunca hay dos tipos de santidad,
uno para la élite y uno para el resto
de nosotros. Solo hay un tipo,
y esta contemplación está en el
corazón de ella. El Señor viene a
nosotros, y nos lleva a su casa, aun
cuando ya habita en nosotros.
Contemplación es un rayo en la
noche, una sorprendida mirada a
lo que se está moviendo en esos
cuartos.

Sonrisas para el Papa

Sesiones de conscientización
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan
con menores a asistir a las sesiones de
conscientización de Proteger a los Niños
de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización
están disponibles en ambos inglés y

español. Son conducidos por gente de
nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores. Las sesiones se
publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el
períodico Southwest Kansas Register y la
página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.
dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.

Línea especial para víctimas de abuso sexual		
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido víctima de abuso sexual
por algún clérigo, o cualquier empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por
favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@
starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a
Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.

Daniel Ibanez/CNA

Peregrinos de Indonesia asisten la Audiencia General en la Plaza de San Pedro
el 21 de septiembre del 2016.
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Gabriel’s Crossword

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

ACROSS
1 “…fill the earth and
___ it” (Gen 1:28)
5 Partner of Damian
8 Catholic actor of
“Who’s the Boss?”
fame
10 Catholic actor of
“Schindler’s List” fame
11 Transport for Peter
and Andrew
12 P a u l w a s s h i p wrecked here
13 Communion wafers
15 Pilate ordered this
above the cross (abbr.)
16 ___ of thorns
18 Series of nine
20 “___ this day our
daily bread”
24 Jordan, for one
25 It is immortal
26 Administrative arm
of the Catholic Church
28 Pharaoh refused to
provide this (Ex 5:10)
30 Liturgy
32 Catholic horror actor, Bela ___
33 Catholic “Today
Show” weather anchor
34 Sign from Jonathan
that David’s life was in
danger (1 Sam 20:20–
23)
35 Saint ___ Tekakwitha
DOWN
2 Golden Rule prepo-

Dan Reed, FICF

Tyler Meyer, FICF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and Greensburg councils.

Adam Cebula

(785) 728-2147 office • (785) 871-1991

Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

George Spinelli, FICF, LUTCF, CLU

(785) 726-4899 office • (785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley

Darin Reed, FICF

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 259-2335 cell

TEASER THE FIRST:
For each of the following four words, come
up with another English
word that uses all THE
SAME letters but in a
different order. The
four words you come
up with will rhyme with
one another.
ONSET
	NEWS
WRONG
HORNET
See hint on Page 15.

Ransom council

Shaun Linenberger
Dan Ordonez
(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

D.J. Rebel

(913) 687-0164

Spearville, Wright, Dodge City, Ashland, Ness City,
and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

St. Sebastian’s Soduko

(785) 301-2676 office • (785) 623-8716 cell
Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

2

3

4
8

5

6

7

9
10

12

11

13
16

15

18

14

17

19

20

21

22

23
24
26

25

27
28

29

30

31

32
33
34

35
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

sition
3 Tenet
4 Esau’s descendants’
land
5 Jesus turned water
into wine here
6 Exodus leader
7 What the choir
does
9 Diocese in British
Columbia
11 Catholic Canadian
Prime Minister Mul-

roney
14 Commandment pronoun
16 From the ___ of
Peter
17 The Archdiocese of
Niamey is found in this
African country
19 Diocese of Honolulu
home
21 Alb or stole
22 St. Francis de ___
23 Catholic composer

of the “New World Symphony”
26 Mea ___
27 Catholic United
States Chief Justice
Taney
28 Catholics Ted Kennedy and Alec Guinness
29 John Paul II’s “On
Human ___”
31 “O, ___ of wonder…”

St. Michael’s Brain Teasers

(785) 472-2145 office • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

1

TEASER THE SECOND:
Beginning with the word “CAP”, continue adding letters from the given pool
to create new words, until you are left
with an eight-letter word.
You can add a letter to any spot in the
word, but you cannot mix up the order of
letters while doing so.
Pool: D E P R S
1) CAP
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

TEASER THE THIRD:
Example:
Clue: Display the animal hair
“Literal” Answer: Show Fur
End Answer: Chauffeur
Get it?
1. On opposite, yard enclosure
2. Small boulder, 5th letter
3. Trailer the 5th letter, lumber
4. Automobile flu
5. Foot cousin, sphere
6. Inexpensive writing tool
7. Waiter’s duty, picnic pest
8. Lacking the 12th letter
9. Sketch the small rope
10. Cardiac burn
(Left) To solve a Soduko,
fill in the table so that
the numbers from 1 to 9
will be in each column,
each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every
sudoku puzzle can have
only one correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener
los números a partir la 1
a 9. Cada columna debe
contener los números
a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
cuadrado 3x3 debe
contener los números a
partir la 1 a 9.

Obituaries
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Helen M. Zorn, 95, of Immaculate Conception Parish, Claflin,
died Sept. 19, 2016. She was a
member of the Altar Society and
the V.F.W. Auxiliary. Survivors
include children, Thomas Zorn,
Susan Cates, and Michael Zorn;
two sisters, Mary Haberman and
Rose Murphy; 13 grandchildren
and 15 great grandchildren. Father Terrance Klein presided.
Guadalupe M. Perez Sr., 76, of
Sacred Heart Parish, Larned, died
Sept. 19, 2016. He was a retired
activity therapist from the Larned
State Hospital. He loved coaching,
including a Special Olympics team
and kids sports. He is survived by
his wife, Pamela S. Murray; four
sons, Guadalupe “Lupe Jr.”, Mike,
Anthony and Alex; seven daughters, Stephanie Perez, Patricia
Brown, Dana Dawes, Tracy Mar-

tinez, Pennie Lancaster, Shawna
Barry and Mackenzie Perez; five
brothers, Manuel, Raymond,
Terry, Tony and Felix; two sisters,
Eleanor Sanders and Linda Garcia;
20 grandchildren; and six greatgrandchildren. Father Warren
Stecklein presided.
Inez Leona (Birzer) Giessel, 90,
of Sacred Heart Parish in Larned
and Most Pure Heart Parish in
Topeka, died Sept. 29, 2016. After
raising their family, she obtained
her G.E.D. and worked for many
years as a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) at St. Joseph Memorial Hospital in Larned. Survivors
include two sisters, Margaret
Reichuber and Bertha Achatz; one
sister-in-law, Edith Mae Giessel;
children, Dr. Michael Giessel, Madalene Miller, Tom Giessel, and
Jay Giessel; 10 grandchildren; and

Believe

18 great-grandchildren. Father
Warren Stecklein presided.
Michael W. Riedel, 62, of St.
Anthony of Padua Parish, Liberal,
died Sept. 27, 2016. He was an
Environmental Specialist with
Panhandle Eastern Pipeline. He
was a 4th degree Knight with the
Knights of Columbus, and was a
Black Belt in karate. He survived
by his father, Clarence, and his
brother, Alan Riedel.
Margaret Ann Werner, 89,
of St. John the Baptist Parish,
Spearville, died Sept. 29, 2016.A
lifetime Spearville resident, Margaret was a homemaker and in
1970 opened Werner Plumbing,
Heating and Electric with her husband. She was a member of the
Daughters of Isabella. Survivors
include four sons, Dennis, Greg,
Paul and David; two daughters,
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Linda Dulin and Donna Bolmer;
three sisters, Sister Renee’ Kirmer, Anita Kirmer, and Carol
Brogden; her special caregiver,
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Al Wilson; 12 grandchildren; and
20 great-grandchildren. Fathers
John Forkuoh and John J. Maes
presided.

Please Note: Obituaries are always printed free of charge, but
must be edited for space and SKC style. If you see that a listing
for a friend or loved one was not included, or, if there is a mistake in a listing, call (620) 227-1519 or skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline,
toll free, 866-327-6578: Provides confidential, short-term
emotional support, advice, and
qualified referrals directly to rural
families struggling with an unmet
emotional, medical, financial, or
legal need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation
Services, toll-free, 800-321-3276:
Helps farmers, agricultural lend-

ers and USDA agencies resolve
disputes in a confidential and
non-adversarial setting outside
the traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for Rural Kansans, toll free,
866-271-0853: Helps farmers,
ranchers, and their families to
make a transition from farming
and ranching to non-farm employment.

Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/
pastoral-ministryformation
Coleen Stein:
(620) 227-1538

Creeds and Faith
Scripture Readings
Sunday, Oct. 9
Second Kings 5:1417/Second Timothy
2:8-13/Luke 17:11-19
Monday, Oct. 10
Galatians 4:22-24,
26-27, 31--5:1/Luke
11:29-32
Tuesday, Oct. 11
Galatians 5:1-6/Luke
11:37-41
Wednesday, Oct. 12
Galatians 5:18-25/
Luke 11:42-46
Thursday, Oct. 13

Ephesians 1:3-10/
Luke 11:47-54
Friday, Oct. 14
Ephesians 1:11-14/
Luke 12:1-7
Saturday, Oct. 15;
Saint Teresa of Avila,
virgin and doctor
Ephesians 1:15-23/
Luke 12:8-12 or Romans 8:22-27
Sunday, Oct. 16
Exodus 17:8-13/Second Timothy 3:14--4:2/
Luke 18:1-8

Monday, Oct. 17; Saint
Ignatius of Antioch,
bishop and martyr
Ephesians 2:1-10 or
Philippians 3:17--4:1/
Luke 12:13-21 or
John 12:24-26
Tuesday, Oct. 18; Saint
Luke, evangelist
Second Timothy 4:917/Luke 10:1-9
Wednesday, Oct. 19
Ephesians 3:2-12/
Luke 12:39-48
Thursday, Oct. 20

Ephesians 3:14-21/
Luke 12:49-53
Friday, Oct. 21
Ephesians 4:1-6/Luke
12:54-59
Saturday, Oct. 22
Ephesians 4:7-16/
Luke 13:1-9
Sunday, Oct. 23
Sirach 35:12-14,
16-18/Second Timothy
4:6-8, 16-18/Luke 18:914

BISHOP BRUNGARDT’S CALENDAR: Oct. 9-23
Oct. 9: Vibrant Ministries Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City at
9 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass in Spanish at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge
City at 12 p.m..
Oct. 12: 20th Anniversary of Adoration Chapel
Mass at St. Catherine Hospital in Garden City at

7 p.m.
Oct. 16: Diocesan Matrimony Anniversary
Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe
in Dodge City at 3 p.m.
Oct. 23: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Andrew
Catholic Church in Wright at 9 a.m.

Pope Francis’ Monthly intentions;

October 2016

Remembrance
When you’ve lost a loved one
think of us for all your funeral
needs. We’ll help you make their
remembrance, a family tribute.

Universal: Journalists

That journalists, in carrying out their work, may always be motivated
by respect for truth and a strong sense of ethics.

Evangelization: World Mission Day

That World Mission Day may renew within all Christian communities
the joy of the Gospel and the responsibility to announce it.

Funeral Chapel

FA M I LY O W N E D & O P E R AT E D

1901 N. 14th Avenue

Dodge City, KS

620-225-0518 www.zieglerfuneralchapel.com

© MTI
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Priests on the Prairie

Let the Church
always be a place
of mercy and hope,
where everyone is
welcomed, loved
and forgiven.

Died October 11, 1967

Msgr. George Herrman

M

sgr. Herrman was born
Childhood Association and dean of
March 9, 1892 in Liebenthe Newton Deanery.
thal. He is a religious vocation
In 1949 Pope Pius XII raised him
of St. Joseph Parish.
to the rank of domestic prelate
He studied at the American
with the title right reverend monCollege, Louvain, Belgium.
signor.
While on vacation in GerMsgr. Herrman retired in 1967.
many, World War I broke out.
He died several months later on
Unable to return to Belgium, he
Oct. 11, 1967, at the age of 75. The
continued his studies at FrederMost Rev. Mark K. Carroll, retired
ick William University in Bonn,
bishop of Wichita, celebrated the
Germany; the Conisianum, Tyfuneral Mass at St. Mary’s Church,
rol, Austria; and finally Kenrick
Newton, Oct. 13.
Seminary in St. Louis, Mo. He
A Solemn Requiem Mass was celwas ordained Dec. 17, 1916, by
ebrated by Msgr. George Weber at
Bishop John J. Hennessy at St.
St. Joseph Church in Liebenthal on
Mary’s Cathedral in Wichita.
Oct. 14. Msgr. John Moeder was
His first assignment was as
homilist. Bishop Marion F. Forst
assistant pastor at St. Mary’s,
“[His] work was confined gave the final absolution. Burial
Newton (1916-18).
was in the parish cemetery.
to a small area but [his] “Monsignor Herrman was one of
He served as pastor at St.
achievements were mon- the pioneer priests of the DioJoseph, Ost, for 31 years
(1918-48), and at St. Mary,
umental in the face of de- cese of Wichita whose work was
Newton, for nearly 20 years
privation and hardship.” confined to a small area but whose
(1948-67). Msgr. Herrman built
achievements were monumental
new schools at Ost (1922) and Newton (1965). He in the face of deprivation and hardship.”
served the Wichita diocese as Director of the Holy
(Catholic Advance Oct. 20, 1967)

-- Pope Francis --

Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Ford County Feedyard, Inc.
OFFICE

369-2252 or 227-8647
Ford, Kansas
Mgr. Geo. Herrmann 369-2255
Cattle Sales & Procurement

FEEDING CATTLE IS OUR BUSINESS

Each issue of the
Southwest Kansas
Catholic is available for download, free and in
color, at dcdiocese.
org/swkscatholic.
No registration or
-- Pope
sign-in is required.
Francis -The site includes
an archive of game
pages dating back
to 2011.

“If you are too busy
to pray, you are
busier than God
wants you to be.”

105 Layton Street

♦

Dodge City

― Wanda E.
Brunstette

Grow Deeper,
Not Older!
Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

855-392-9333.

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

AdVantage
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Submit photos,
articles

Do you have a photo or
photos from an event in
your parish that you would
like to submit to the Catholic? To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines
ISSUE:
DEADLINE:
Oct. 9
Sept. 28
Oct. 23
Oct. 12
Nov. 6
Oct. 26
Nov. 20
Nov. 9
Dec. 4
Nov. 23
Dec. 18
Dec. 7
Dates are subject to
change.

ANSWERS
HINT for First Teaser: The words
rhyme with “clone.”

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certified Optician on Staff
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St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
CATHOLIC CELEBRITIES I

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

C K Q X Q C A R N E Y P L V U
O E E T W R O B E R T S Y P M
N L D X W L A Y D

I

K Q X X O

Y L Y F E G D C R O S B Y L E
L Y O X G N S Q H T U R L
C A L N G O

Please pray for all
political candidates
during this election
season, that the right
person will be elected.
And please pray for all
non-candidates, that the
back and forth vitriol
won’t drive us all insane.

October 9, 2016

I

J

S

O B S W E Y A O

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions
Largest
Selection of

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

R Y L B N M B N U M T P M Q C
E V E

J O R J

P B A N

I

O N Q E G

L G S C O S V R

W L M O R H K F B C
I

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

G C G T O C X S D

Visit our online catalog at:

O D N C V A N S R R A B R Y B
C R R A S H C R E Y D
Y P N L

I

www.idonnelly.com

H P N

Z D C G E L D R A C M

X L N V G G T E N N W H B K R
J D F
BORGNINE
CAGNEY
CARNEY
COOPER
COSTELLO

I

Z Q C

I

E L

CROSBY
GREENE
KELLY
LLOYD
MCARDLE

I

L B U B
O’BRIEN
ROBERTS
RUTH
SULLIVAN
THOMAS

Distributors of

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

S U B D U
N
O
T
C
B O A T
R
R
I N R I
A
N
N O V E N
A
H
C U R I A
O
U
L U G O S
P
E
A R R O W

E
D A N Z
O
E
M A L T
S
C R O W
H
N
A
I
D
R I V E
O
S T R A
A
I
R O K E
S

C O S M
A
O
N E E S
A
E
H O S
N
I
G I V E
E
E
R
S O
T
W
M A
O
E
R
N
K A T E

A S
I
O N
G
T S
H
O
U S
A
U L
E
S S
T
A
R I

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

FIRST:
STONE
SEWN
GROWN
THRONE
SECOND:
Cap
Cape
Crape OR
Scape
Scrape
Scraped

Scrapped
THIRD:
1. Offence
2. Rocky
3. Hollywood
4. Carsick
5. Handball
6. Cheapen
7. Servant
8. Noel
9. Drawstring
10. Heartburn
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101-year-old woman receives First Communion
R
io de Janeiro, Brazil (CNA) - At 101
years old, Doña Penha has seen quite
a bit of life. But the centenarian experienced something new on September 28,
as she received her First Communion during Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
nursing home in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
For those who witnessed the occasion,
it was a great testimony to the love of
God.
“It was a very beautiful moment that
showed us that it is never too late to
receive the Eucharist, which for someone
seeking God, neither time nor shame

can prevent,” said the administrative
assistant of the nursing home, Josiane
Ribeiro. She added that occasions like
this help “reaffirm faith.”
Ribeiro told CNA that Doña Penha
arrived about a year ago at the nursing
home, which is run by the Sisters of the
Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima Association. There is a chapel on site where
Mass is celebrated during the week.
Doña Penha began to attend Mass with
the other women. One day, she asked to
go to Confession. Father Domingos Sávio
Silva Ferreira realized she had not yet re-

ceived Communion and asked the sisters
to prepare her to receive the sacrament,
Ribeiro recalled.
After that preparation, Doña Penha
received Communion for the first time.
According to nursing home officials,
those who were with her could see that
“that was what she really wanted.” Even
at 101 years of age, they said, “she is
very lucid, and prepared to receive First
Communion from the heart.”
For Ribeiro, the occasion was a witness
of God’s love – not just for the people
who live with Doña Penha at the nursing

home, but also for the many others who
could share the moment through social
media.
“We put the photos on the nursing
home’s Facebook page, and many people
saw it, commented and congratulated,”
she said.
The nursing home’s Facebook post
received hundreds of likes and shares.
Among the comments, one subscriber
emphasized: “There is always time, and
her time was now! God bless you!”
Page 1 photo courtesy Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Nursing Home.

Pope Francis: Feeling hopeless? Don’t drink - pray!

V

atican City (CNA) - Feelings of spiritual
desolation, or a lack of will to live,
should be combated with prayer, not with
sleeping pills or alcohol – things that only
distract us from the problem – Pope Francis
said Tuesday.
“We need to understand that when our
soul is in this state of generalized sadness
we can barely breathe: This happens to all
of us… whether strong or not,” the Pope
said in a homily Sept. 27. We need to “understand what goes on in our hearts.”
Offered on the Feast of St. Vincent de
Paul, the Pope said Mass at Casa Santa
Marta for the Vincentian Sisters the Daughters of Charity, who serve at the house.
In his homily, Pope Francis reflected on
the day’s first reading, which is from the
Book of Job, saying “Spiritual desolation

makes us feel as though our souls are
crushed, we can’t succeed, we can’t succeed and we also don’t want to live.”
“‘Death is better!’ This was Job’s outburst. It was better to die than live like this.
What should we do when we experience
these dark moments, be it for a family
tragedy, an illness, something that weighs
us down?” the Pope asked.
Instead of giving in to this despair, or trying to distract ourselves from our problems
by taking sleeping pills or drinking “one,
two, three or four glasses” of alcohol,
which “do not help,” Francis said we should
pray.
“It is a prayer to knock at the door but
with strength!” Pope Francis stated. “Our
Lord himself taught us how to pray in these
dreadful moments.”

Gaucho priest,
devil’s worst nightmare
From Page 1

at a seminary for a few years, Father
Brochero was assigned to the large
diocese of St. Albert – 1,675 square
miles with 10,000 far-flung parishioners in the rural, Great Highlands
region of Argentina.
Not deterred by altitude, distance
or bad weather, Father Brochero
was known for riding throughout
the countryside of his parish on the
back of a mule to bring his people the
sacraments, always wearing a poncho
and sombrero in the style of a gaucho
or Argentinian cowboy.
On muleback, he carried an icon
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, his Mass
kit and a prayer book on his travels
so that he was always prepared to
offer the sacraments. He established
a House of Exercises where his people
could participate in spiritual exercises,
and helped found a school for girls.
He is also credited with building
post and telegraph stations, for building nearly 125 miles of roads, and for
helping plan the railroad in the area.
“Woe if the devil is going to rob
a soul from me,” he is held to have
said, capturing his determined spirit
to be close to his people no matter
what.
Father Brochero was known for
being particularly close to the poor

and the sick, and helped care for
those who contracted cholera during
the epidemic in 1867. Eventually, he
contracted leprosy from a leper in his
parish, causing him to eventually become blind and deaf and to relinquish
his parish duties, spending his last few
years living with his sisters at home.
Father Brochero died on Jan. 26,
1914. His last words were: “Now I
have everything ready for the journey.”
A few days after his death, the
Catholic newspaper of Cordoba
wrote: “It is known that Father
Brochero contracted the sickness
that took him to his tomb because
he visited at length and embraced an
abandoned leper of the area.”
In 2012, Pope Benedict XVI approved a healing miracle attributed to Father Brochero, in which
13-year-old Nicolas Flores, who
was in a vegetative state after a car
accident, was cured through the
intercession of the gaucho priest.
Blessed Father Brochero will be
canonized by Pope Francis on Oct.
16 of this year, along with Blessed
José Sánchez del Río, a 14-year-old
Mexican boy martyred for refusing to
renounce his faith during the Cristero
War of the 1920s.

Quoting the day’s Psalm, he said to pray,
“Lord, you have plunged me into the bottom of the pit. Upon me, your wrath lies
heavy. Let my prayer come before you,
Lord.”
“This is the prayer and this is how we
should pray in our darkest, most dreadful,
bleakest and most crushed moments,” the
Pope continued. “This is genuine prayer.
And it’s also giving vent just like Job did
with his sons. Like a son.”
Pope Francis emphasized that spiritual
desolation is something that happens to
everyone and said that the first step is to
recognize within ourselves when we are
having these moments of hopelessness or
when we don’t understand why something
is happening.
And then, he said, “we must pray to the

Lord like today’s reading from Psalm 87
teaches us to pray during our dark moments. ‘Let my prayer come before you,
Lord.’”
Offering advice for when we encounter
a person who is suffering or experiencing
a sense of desolation, the Pope said we
should be silent; “but a silence with much
love, closeness and caresses. And we must
not make speeches that don’t help in the
end and even can do harm.”
Francis’ homily concluded with his asking
the Lord for the grace to recognize spiritual
desolation, the grace to pray when we are
afflicted by this feeling of spiritual desolation, and also the grace “to know how to be
close to people who are suffering terrible
moments of sadness and spiritual desolation.”

Send a letter of support to your seminarians
A

s they enter their final year of study,
Deacons Schneider and Brantley have
expressed how meaningful it is for them to
have received your letters of support over
the years. Please continue to let them, and
our newest seminarians, know that you are
praying for them.
BRANTLEY, Deacon Mark (Theology IV)
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary
558 South Avenue
Weston, MA 02493-2699
Parish: COLG, Dodge City

SCHNEIDER, Deacon Jacob
(Theology IV)
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz

FRIEB, Eric (College Freshman)
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz

HERNANDEZ, Esteban (Language
Culture Church Program)
BEFORE CHRISTMAS
c/o Father Wesley Schawe
910 Central, P.O. Box 137
Dodge City, KS 67801
AFTER CHRISTMAS
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: COLG, Dodge City

STANG, John (Pre-Theology I)
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: Prince of Peace, Great Bend
HABASH, Austin (Spirituality Year)
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: Prince of Peace, Great Bend

M. Brantley

A. Habash

J. Schneider

E. Freib

J. Stang

E. Hernandez

