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A public display of devotion

Ellinwood students send prayers heavenward

S

tudents at Saint Joseph Catholic School gathered Oct. 13 to
pray a special “Sky Rosary,” which they then launched into
the air, west of the school building. The rosary was made of helium-ﬁlled balloons, provided and inﬂated through the kindness
of Don and Deb Erb of Timken. This year’s launch was blessed

with mild winds. The rosary rose over the trees and could be
seen for a great distance, heading heavenward.
The display was one of several Month of the Rosary events
held throughout the diocese.
See more Rosary photos on Page 3

A children’s litany of saints
D
ressed as their favorite saint,
fourth graders at Sacred Heart
Cathedral School hosted their
annual Hall of Saints on Nov. 2 in
honor of All Saints Day.
Following morning Mass, the children, each with a sticker affixed to
their hand, lined the aisles of the
church. Other children, family and
friends made their way around the
church, gently pressing the sticker
(button) on the hand of the child.
With the press of the button, the
child/saint launched into a brief
history of the saint whom the child
represented.

A

s we near Election Day, we seek
help from study, each other, and
prayer. Archbishop Robert J. Carlson of
the Archdiocese of St. Louis has some
thoughts he expressed in a booklet,
Viewing election issues through a Lens
of Faith (www.archstl.or/vote ). He
includes sections on Forming One’s
Conscience for Voting, Not All Issues
Carry Same Weight, and The Dilemma
of Choosing Between Imperfect Candidates. I encourage you to take a look.

“...The day after the election, Jesus will still be Lord.
People will still need to hear
the Good News of his saving
love. … Faith tells us that we
bring a change by being the
change we wish to see.”
-- Archbishop Robert J. Carlson

Photos by
Charlene
Scott-Myers
and David
Myers

Clockwise from upper left: tatum steiner portrays Mother Cabrini; Iliani Calderon is one of the newest saints,
Mother Teresa; Wesley Holguin is St. Francis of Assisi;
and Josue Gallegos is St. Michael the Archangel. More
photos are in color at dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic.

Archbishop Carlson’s last section
is entitled Concluding Reﬂections on
Forming Conscience. He lists three
problems for us:
1) Spending more time listening to
political ads than we do listening to
God. Suggestions: read the Bible, pray
the rosary, pray in adoration before the
Blessed Sacrament, many others.
2) Not listening to each other with
genuine interest when we disagree.
Suggestions: sincerely listen to and sacrificially love each other always.
3) Being tempted to disengage
because the situation is such a mess.
Suggestions: Always hope in Christ; He
calls us to be a people of hope.
Archbishop Carlson concludes: “So,
let’s remember that the day after the
election, Jesus will still be Lord. People
will still need to hear the Good News of
his saving love. … Faith tells us that we
bring a change by being the change we
wish to see. Let’s start with this election.”
Let us pray for our candidates and
voters, Jesus is with each one of us!
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The ‘noon-day devil’

T

Bishop Emeritus
Ronald M. Gilmore

Another Way

he old Egyptian monks used to
speak of the Noon-Day Devil.
When the freshness of the morning
had passed, and the repose of the
evening had not yet come, the middle
of the day, with its reverses, and
frustrations, and delays, and sheer
tedium, posed special challenges.
Some began to look out the windows of their cells. They began to
leave their cells. They went looking
for the companionship of other
monks. Their time with God grew
heavy and tedious, they were dis-

satisfied with their place, and with
their work, and with themselves.
They began seeking after diversion,
therefore. These were the signs of
the noonday devil, they thought.
Once stirred up, it left a sadness
in its wake, a distaste for the things
of God, a disinclination to spending
any more time with him. Fervor
withered, even in the shade of their
cells. Their minds and hearts became
as dry as the shifting sands. That’s
one way the noonday spirit works,
through a numbing inertia.

But it is not the only way. Sometimes that spirit moves us to an
exceptional busyness. It bids us fill
our minds with things-to-do: trivial
things sometimes, pleasing things
sometimes, time-killing things
sometimes, apostolic things, even,
sometimes. That spirit wants to
take us outside ourselves. The one
stuck in laziness on Monday can
become a joyless doer-of-things on
Tuesday. That’s another way the
noonday spirit works, through an
infernal busyness.

Whether through the one way or
the other way, it comes to the same
end: refusal to spend time with God.
Too lazy to stir oneself to prayer, or
too busy to find time for the effort,
it all comes to the same, a stubborn
“No” to time with God.
These were ways of escape in
long-ago Egypt: doing-nothing or
doing-everything.
These are the ways of escape in
up-close Kansas, even today, even
this morning.

Heartland Center to host Advent retreat
Dominican Sisters annual Mission
he Heartland Center in Great Bend will Sisters in their Sunday services.
T
and Joy of Advent” re“Our effort will consist in sifting and sortbeneﬁt bazaar, nov. 12 in Great bend treat,hostDec.“The2-4.Hope
Cost is $125. The event will ing out everything that is not essential and

T

he Dominican Sisters of Peace in
Great Bend host their Annual Mission Benefit Bazaar on Saturday, Nov.
12 from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 3600 Broadway in Great Bend.
The day has many activities to enjoy.
Beverage and rolls can start your morning, then shop awhile among the hundreds of handcrafted and homemade

items, and enjoy homemade soup and
pie lunch.
If you stay for the drawing you may
be the winner of one of the 20 prizes, a
themed gift basket, or an item from the
silent auction.
Come and spend the day in this festive holiday event. For more information, call 620-792-1232.

National Vocations
Awareness Week, Nov. 6-12
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H

eavenly Father,
bless us with
the grace of many
vo ca tio ns to th e
priesthood and the
consecrated life for
the Catholic Diocese of
interDodge City. Through the
other,
cession of the Blessed M
called a
grant to those You have
t. May
willing and generous spiri
d their
they devote their lives an
d Yo ur
ta le nt s to se rv e Yo u an
ith of all
Church. Increase with fa
rticularly
within our diocese, and pa
ve called
the faith of those You ha
e ask this
to religious vocations. W
Amen.
through Christ, Your Son.

National Vocations
Awareness Week will
take place Nov. 612. The aims of the
week are:
1) To pray for vocations to priesthood
and religious life
2) To educate
Catholic children
about the various
vocations
3) To inspire
young adults to
consider a vocation
to priesthood or
religious life
4) To highlight excellent examples of
priests and religious
men and women
5) To aid parents
in teaching their
children to remain
open to God’s call.

For information about local vocations,
call (620) 227-1530.

begin on Friday at 7 p.m., closing with the
10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday. Participants
will reflect on some of Caryll Houselander’s words, along with reflections from
Paula D’Arcy. Participants will also look for
what brings joy and hope. Messages and
short individual spiritual direction will be
offered. Sunday morning will include sung
Morning Prayer with the Sisters and/or
Mass for those who desire to join the

that fills up space and silence in us and in
discovering what sort of shape this emptiness in us is,” noted Caryll Houselander.
“From this, we shall learn what sort of
purpose God has for us. In what way are
we to fulfil the work of giving Christ life in
us.” (The Reed of God, pp 2-3)
To register, visit www.heartlandspirituality.org, or e-mail: office@heartlandspirituality.org, or phone: 620-792-1232.

Road trip!

Boys, young
men, invited to
‘Encounter God’s Call’

Y

oung men who are juniors in high school
through college age are invited to join
Father Wesley Schawe for a road trip to Conception Seminary College Nov. 12-14.
The “Encounter God’s Call” weekend is
a time to listen to special presentations, to
enjoy the friendship of seminarians, and
to spend in prayer with other young men
who are seeking God’s will in their life.
The experience also offers a good dose
of fun, including games and sports activities. There is no charge for the weekend,
and transportation is provided. Register
online at dcdiocese.org/vocations/discernment-events or contact Father Wesley at
(620) 227.1533, vocations@dcdiocese.org,
or call Becky Hessman at (620) 227-1530.
Register ASAP to be assured of a space on
the trip.

Participants are making no
commitment by attending the
retreat -- other than the
commitment to relax, open their
hearts to the Lord and enjoy the
weekend!

Dear friends,

I

would like you to join me for the Enc
ounter
with God’s Call on Nov. 12-14 at Concep
tion
Seminary in Conception, Mo.
What is it?
The weekend is a time to get away, hea
r talks
by seminarians, pray with the monks,
experience seminary life, and enjoy time with
other
young men who are seeking God’s will
in their
life.
Why you?
I know you love the Lord and love you
r Faith.
You want to be happy, and you’re sma
rt enough
to know that that means listening to
God.
There is no charge for the weekend and
transportation is provided by Diocese
of Dodge
City. We will leave from the Diocese
of Dodge
City early Saturday morning Nov. 12,
and return
Monday afternoon, Nov. 14. I hope you
can go.
I look forward to the chance to get to
know you
better through the weekend.
In Christ,
Father Wesley Schawe

Pr�tecting G�d’s C�i�dren

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all
employees and volunteers who work
with children to participate in a Protecting
God’s Children awareness session. Through
the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and
other educational efforts of the diocese,
all people of the diocese can learn how to
discuss different aspects of abuse -- includ-

ing sexual abuse -- with children and how
to teach them to protect themselves.
For an up-to-date listing, go to http://
www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.
The next session is scheduled for:
Larned, KS
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart Religious Center

1111 State St., Larned, KS 67550
Contact Person: Stacy Sanger (620) 8040762; PGC Facilitator: Carol Dellinger
(620) 792-5090

Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have
been a victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of

Dodge City, you are asked to contact Dave
Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620)
225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have
the right to directly contact the Department
for Children and Families/Kansas Protection
Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-9225330.
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Parishes across diocese share public displays of devotion

P

arishes across the diocese celebrated public
rosaries in October, the month of the Holy
Rosary. (See the photo on Page 1 from St. Joseph
School in Ellinwood.)
larneD: a group of faithful pose for a photo amid
a Rosary Rally at Sacred Heart Church in Larned
on Saturday, Oct. 15. Those who attended (not
pictured in order) included Lee Durler, Loretta
Ulrey, Marty Turner, Eleanor Sanders, Tammy
Stout, Mary Wilson, Doug and Mary Smith, Georgia
Bauer, Helen Haberman, Betty Wood, Mary Klinge,
Cynthia Perez, Edward Ummel, Toni Morris, David
and Rita O’Gwin, Sister Rebecca Otter, Jo Molleker,
Karen Bidne, and Sharon McGinness.
(Courtesy photos)

NEW BISHOPS

liberal: (Above and at right) Sister Consuelo Garcia-Sifuentes, MCMI, leads a Mission Rosary at St. Anthony of Padua
Church in Liberal.

Pope Francis recently appointed
three new bishops in mission dioceses:
Bishop Martin
Holley was
installed
on Oct. 19
to lead the
Diocese of
Memphis.

Bishop Ryan
Jiménez, originally from the
Philippines, became the head
of the Diocese
of Chalan
Kanoa in the
Mariana Islands
on Aug. 14.

Bishop David
Konderia succeeded former Catholic
Extension
president
Bishop
Edward
Slatery in
Tulsa on
June 29.

DiGHton:: (Above and at right) Parish School of Relgion (PSR) students from St. Theresa, Dighton celebrated October, the Month of the Rosary, by leading a rosary prior to Mass on Wednesday, Oct. 19. They also created edible
rosaries made out of cereal and candy. It was a fun, creative, and delicious way to learn about and pray the rosary.

The rosary is the book of the blind, where souls see and there enact the greatest drama of love the world has ever known; it is the book of the simple, which initiates them
into mysteries and knowledge more satisfying than the education of other men; it is the
book of the aged, whose eyes close upon the shadow of this world, and open on the substance of the next. The power of the rosary is beyond description.
-- Archbishop Fulton Sheen
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Heaven is a breath away
By DAVID MyERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
e recently celebrated All Souls Day
… well, we didn’t really celebrate it.
We noted it. We saw it on the calendar and
said, “Oh, this is All Souls Day. Hmmmm.
How about that? ... You know, I could really
go for a Graham cracker.”
I know I didn’t really celebrate it. Not
really. Maybe if we had an All Souls Day
tree. Or a basket filled with All Souls Day
goodies brought by the All Souls Day possum or armadillo or something.
This is where, I believe, I can learn a lot
from many of my Spanish-speaking brethren. And sisteren.
For people of south-of-the-border ancestry, the day also is known as “The Day
of the Dead,” which is actually celebrated
Nov. 1-2, combining “All Saints Day” and
“All Souls Day”. This is when families take
special time to honor their loved ones who
have died.
They may set up altars in their home
or church that contain a cross, a photo of
their loved one, some items representing
that person’s earthly loves—a baseball, a
journal, etc… (An altar set up in my honor
would include a package of Double Stuf
Oreo Cookies and a video of “It Came
From Outer Space”)—as well as sugar
sculptures: skulls, little caskets with tiny
skeletons inside, or other items depicting
life in death.
And this is where some of you may put on
the brakes. I understand that it may look a
little macabre, but it’s far from it. In fact, the
tradition of sugar sculptures—whether it be
skulls or toy skeletons in tiny caskets—was
brought to the New World by Italian missionaries in the 17th Century. (So, you see?
It’s a Catholic thing! I’m just sayin’....)
The Day of the Dead is one of the only
celebrations designed specifically to recognize that our relationships with our loved
ones don’t end at death. Those relationships continue. The “Day of the Dead”
celebrates those ongoing relationships.
Our loved ones aren’t gone as if in a poof
of smoke, they’ve just relocated. And really
not that far away. Closer than Arkansas, I
think. Closer even than Wichita. In fact,
Heaven, I think, is only a breath away.
So, when you go into a store, a church, or
someone’s home and see a sugar skull or
skeletal action figures dressed in wedding
garments or some sort of costume, don’t
think “macabre.” Instead, know that these
represent a Catholic/cultural celebration of
the unending love between the living and
the dead, and the dead and the living.
Which brings me to my great-grandpa.
I’ve shared this story before, usually around
All Souls Day, but I think it is worth repeating. Every word of it is true.
My great-grandpa was a farmer. When
he was approaching middle-age—after

W
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COMMentarY
Just one more thing

having had several children—he lost his
sight to glaucoma. Obviously, life became a
struggle for the young man, who suddenly
had to depend on his wife and children to
help him learn once again to master his
surroundings, which he did to great success (except when one of the boys forgot
to cover the trap door in the barn loft).
My great-grandmother later gave birth
to twins, Hiram and Homer (Hi and Ho as
they were affectionately called), but of
course Great-Grandpa was never able to
see them.
Great-Grandpa was a faith-filled man who
lived a good, long life, and when he finally
died, his funeral was attended by many.
Several years after his death, my
grandmother Leota, a school teacher, approached her brother, Arthur, an English
professor at a local university. She had
something to share that had dogged her
since their father’s funeral.
She told him that at the funeral, she
had seen the face of their father at the
front of the church looking down at the
twin boys—now young men—and smiling
through seeing eyes.
Arthur’s response? He gave her an astonished look, paused for a moment, and
replied, “I saw him, too!” This isn’t a story
that was passed down several generations;
it was told to my sister by my grandmother
herself—a first person account, as we in
the biz say. (You outside of the biz are
allowed to say it, too.)
What a great gift! We don’t need proof of
the life-after; we’ve got Jesus’s word, after
all. But, hey, we’re human. A little proof of
the life-after ain’t such a bad thing either!
Chances are fairly good that some of you
have your own personal stories related by
family or friends, or this incredible event
may even have happened to you. I would
love to hear your story!
Another story regards my uncle (on the
other side of the family) who died on the
operating table and saw his grandmother
standing in her apron as she had so many
times while he was growing up, her arms
outstretched to him. Obviously, he came
back from death’s door to tell the story
and lived many more years. I don’t know
that I could have known the story had he
not come back, what with the time it takes
to send a letter these days.
The “Day of the Dead” celebration gets
it right. I can almost hear the frustrations
of my friends and loved ones who have
passed, yearning for us to accept and know
that they are alive with the Lord and, by the
way, having a great time! This is, after all,
what God has promised us, and you gotta
admit, it sounds awesome:
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and
no mind has imagined the things that God
has prepared for those who love him.”
-- 1 Corinthians 2:9
Bishop John B. Brungardt...President
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull
1971-1974
Margaret Klenke
1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2000

By Jon leonetti
Catholic News Agency
icture it: The rich man encountering Jesus
Christ face to face. As they look into each others’ eyes, the people around them inch closer and
closer. Can you feel the tension? The rich man,
feeling quite sure of himself asks Jesus if there is
more.
“You follow the commandments, you say? You
are a good person, you say? That’s great. But it’s
not enough…”
“Give it all – everything. What’s stopping you?
You’ve already gone this far in your faith. It’s not
going to be easy, but what I ask never is. Too
much you say? No, it’s not too much. Do you
know what I have in store for you in my Father’s
kingdom?”
“Why are you walking away disappointed? This
is a joyous moment in your life. A moment where
you have been given the key to your salvation! It’s
so difficult for you to enter with so much wealth.
Do you not understand? I want your heart to be
free. I desire to give you my Father’s house.”
These words, not verbatim Gospel text of
course, are my prayer. These are the words that I
imagine my Lord saying to me. And we all know,
these words are not easy words for any of us to
hear. Quite frankly, last Sunday’s Gospel, our Lord
is calling us out. You’re not “rich” you say? Who
cares. Christ makes his point very clear.
“But … but …”
No buts. No excuses. Simply speaking, our Lord
is asking us to put away what is separating us
from Him. I have said and heard many excuses
over the years; It’s not convenient … I’ll wait until
I’m old … the road is too difficult … etc.... Like the
rich man, our Lord too stares in our eyes, loving us
with that same love, whispering … ever so sweetly
… ever so lovingly … “get over yourself!”
I know, I know, not the most charitable example
of what our Lord is saying to each of us. Nonetheless, our Lord is calling us to give of ourselves,
entirely. He is calling us to no longer live with the
vision of this world, living now with a renewed
vision, one that looks to eternity. There may be
tension, there may be commotion. Whatever the
case, with a free and virtuous heart, we will pass
through that ‘narrow gate’.
This week, whether it be in our schools, homes
or workplaces, let us ask the Lord for an empty
heart. A heart completely emptied from the riches
of the world. Then, and only then, will we fit
through that narrow gate to eternal life.

P
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No buts. No
excuses. Simply
speaking, our
Lord is asking
us to put away
what is separating us from
Him. I have
said and heard
many excuses
over the years;
It’s not convenient … I’ll
wait until I’m
old … the road
is too difﬁcult
… etc.... Like
the rich man,
our Lord too
stares in our
eyes, loving us
with that same
love, whispering … ever so
sweetly … ever
so lovingly …
“get over yourself!”
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Blessed Liduina Meneguzzi
1901-1941

B

orn to a peasant family in
northern Italy, Elisa Angela
chose to be called Liduina as a
religious.
When she was 14, she began
working in hotels and for wealthy
families for 10 years. At 24 she
joined the Sisters of the Congregation of St. Francis de Sales.
Sister Liduina was sent in 1937
to the Ethopian town of Dire
Dawa where she served for two
years as a nurse in the city hospital. When World War II broke
out, the hospital was taken over
by the military. It was at that
time that Sister Liduina began
to care for all wounded of any
color and creed. Catholics, Copts,
and Muslims all heard about the
goodness of God, and promise of
eternal life. She came to be called
an “angel of charity.”

Holy Ones of
Our Time
By Sister Irene
Hartman, OP

After much violence, Sister Liduina
developed cancer and died on December
2, 1941.
Sister Liduina was remembered for
her courage and charity. She was beatified in 2002. Her main message remains
hope and love.
“In the course of her short life, Sister
Liduina poured herself out for the poor
and suffering.”

“The message that Blessed
Liduina Meneguzzi nowadays brings to the Church
and to the world is that of
hope and love. A kind of
hope which redeems people
both from their selfishness
and from aberrant forms
of violence. A kind of love
which is an urge to solidarity, to sharing out and to
service, following the example of Christ who came not
to be served, but to serve
and to give his life to save
all of us”.

(cfr Decree on the Heroicness
of the Virtues)

Recognize
Christ at work
in the World

S���������� T�������

For information on the Pastoral
Ministry Formation program, contact Coleen Stein, (620) 227-1538.

blessed liduina Meneguzzi
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Our Filipino way of promoting vocations

L

ast month, after almost five years of being
By Father Rene
away from home, I had the chance to go
Labrador
home and visit my family and loved ones. It
was a long and strenuous journey. But arriving Assistant Director,
Oﬃce of Priestly
home finally, after long hours of sleepless jourVocations
ney, gave me tremendous joy and excitement.
Indeed, there is no place like home. It was truly
a wonderful feeling to see my whole family,
relatives, neighbors and friends. But most particularly, it was truly wonderful to taste, once
With God’s grace, this simple way of
again, our delicious native Filipino food.
Aside from visiting with my immediate promoting vocations is effective in our
family, I also had the opportunity to visit country. As a matter of fact, most of our
with my new bishop of the Diocese of Boac seminarians (some of them are priests
(Bishop Marcelino Antonio Maralit), who was now) were inspired to discern the priestmy contemporary in the college seminary and hood because they have served at the
classmate in my post-graduate school studies. Mass, experienced the joy, and developed
I also had the chance to play basketball with friendship with the bishop and priests.
Presently, my home diocese of Boac,
him, with some priests and altar servers.
which
is composed only of 14 parishes, is
Bishop Maralit told me that almost every
Sunday afternoon they play basketball with the blessed with 40 active and mostly young
altar boys. After the ball game, most of the time, priests and 20 seminarians. I was really
Bishop Maralit would treat the young boys with amazed to know that there are three or
really good refreshment at the nearby restaurant. four priests serving in one parish. This is
I know in my mind, this activity is our simple way… truly God’s blessing.
Anyway, when my vacation is over, again
our Filipino way of campaigning and promoting
I
have
to travel a long journey back to the
priestly vocations. Beginning with praying and
serving at the Mass, then developing friendship Diocese of Dodge City. And, while sitting
with the young men by playing basketball, the at the terminal, waiting for one of my conyoung men begin to open their minds and hearts necting flights back to the United States, I
was inspired to compose these verses:
to discern the priesthood.

I am just a poor boy
Who was born and raised on a small island
But I was blessed, because I was called
Although I am not worthy
To serve God and his people
It was his grace….it was his love and mercy
That made me what I am
God’s unworthy servant
God’s fisher of man.
Do you want to be a priest?
Do you want to be God’s servant?
Just open your mind and heart
And say ‘YES’ Lord, here I am.
Don’t be afraid! Don’t be scared!
When you feel God is calling you
His grace will be sufficient for you
His love and mercy will lead you.

Photo of the Week

A

group of
Sisters enjoy a day out
at an amusement park
circa 1950s.
The cars were
also known as
“dodgems,”
“bumping
cars,” and
“dashing
cars.” Although they
can still be
found today,
their heyday
lasted from
the late 1920s
to 1950s.
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High School Youth Rally Nov. 19-20 Priest, 82, recovering after attack,
robbery outside Kansas City parish
he Diocese of Dodge City High

T

School Youth Rally will be held
Nov. 19-20 on the campus of Dodge
City Community College. It will begin
Saturday at 12:15 p.m., and conclude
by 3:30 p.m. Sunday.
The theme for this year’s rally is
“Christ in Camo: you may not recognize Him, but He is there.”
The rally will kick off with the Celebration of the Eucharist by Father
Wesley Schawe, the Diocesen Director
of Priestly Vocations.
Throughout the two-day event, the
youth will be able to participate in
breakout sessions, ice breakers, confession, Vigil Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, a dance, and the opportunity to meet other Catholic youth from
around the diocese.
The high point of the rally will be the
closing liturgy Sunday afternoon celebrated by the bishop, the Most Rev.
John Brungardt.
The keynote speaker for the rally is
Mike Patin, from LaFeyette, LA.
Mike is a Catholic speaker who uses
energy, humor and stories to affirm
God’s goodness and presence while inviting others (and himself) to take the
“next step” in the journey with God.
Mike will be speaking and interacting
with the youth throughout the weekend and will also provide a breakout

session for the adults.
The high school youth rally is open
to all students in grades 8-12. Information and registration details were
sent to parish DREs/youth ministers
via email. Further information is
posted on the youth page at www.
dcdiocese.org/youth. Students who
wish to attend the rally must register
through their parish.
The parish that registers the most student participants by Nov. 7 will receive a
$100 pizza party for its youth group.
The High School Youth Rally is a
yearly event that is planned by the Diocesan Youth Council under guidance
of the Diocese of Dodge City Youth
Office.

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.

Photo by Lori Wood Habiger,
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas

Father Tom Kearns

C

atHoliC news aGenCY - Father
Tom Kearns, 82, is in the hospital
recovering from an attack outside of
Blessed Sacrament Church in Kansas City,
Kans. Oct. 21
The priest was unloading a pumpkin
out of his car, which was still running,
when he was struck in the face and
knocked unconscious by two attackers,
thought to be teenage boys.
The attackers then stole Father Kearns’
wallet and drove off in his car, according
to reports.

Father Kearns was unconscious for an
estimated 30 minutes, and was left with
a shattered eye socket that will require
surgery. He is a retired priest in residence
at Blessed Sacrament parish.
Father Mark Mertes, the pastor of
Blessed Sacrament, said that the incident
was devastating for the parish community, where Father Kearns is well-known
and beloved.
But despite the circumstances, Father
Kearns, who had just recovered from a
fall earlier this year, is in good spirits.
“Father Tom is doing reasonably well, considering what he has been through,” Mertes
said in a written statement Monday.
“He has a positive outlook and wants
to tell his friends in KCK, ‘I’ll be back,’ ”
Father Mertes said.
Father Mertes also told a local Fox
News affiliate that the parish community
was praying both for the recovery of
Father Kearns and for his attackers.
“We are praying for them too because
that’s important, because I believe that
they don’t want to go through life hitting
82-year-old men and stealing their cars.
That’s not a way we want to live,” Father
Mertes said.
The car was recovered Oct. 27. At press
time, the suspects were still at large.
“I’m still holding out for ... the wallet
to come back ... and apologies can be
made, and we can have restitution.
That is the Holy Spirit’s plan,” Father
Mertes said.

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll
free, 866-327-6578: Provides confidential, short-term emotional support,
advice, and qualified referrals directly to
rural families struggling with an unmet
emotional, medical, financial, or legal
need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services, toll-free, 800-321-3276: Helps

farmers, agricultural lenders and USDA
agencies resolve disputes in a confidential and non-adversarial setting outside
the traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for
Rural Kansans, toll free, 866-271-0853:
Helps farmers, ranchers, and their families to make a transition from farming
and ranching to non-farm employment.

A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

Sunday, Dec. 4

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

“I have wondered at times what the Ten Commandments would have
looked like if Moses had run them through the U.S. Congress.”
-- Ronald Reagan
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Is it the job of the Mass to advance the cause for justice?
Great Bend liturgist attends national meeting in New York
Catholic news agency
Editor’s Note: David Myers contributed
to this article.
s it the job of the Catholic Mass to promote social justice issues?
Luke Blair, Pastoral Assistant at Prince
of Peace Parish in Great Bend, was one
of nearly 200 parish leaders from 85
dioceses who attended the 47th annual
national meeting of the Federation of
Diocesan Liturgical Commissions (FDLC).
The focus of the Albany, NY gathering
was, “Open Wide the Gates of Justice:
Praise God within Them.” Specifically,
they examined the relationship between
the celebration of the Church’s liturgy
and its impetus to promote social justice.
The three-day event helped liturgists
learn how to incorporate the theme of
justice into various liturgies, and to thus
make the congregation more aware of
social justice issues.
But how can the Church—other than
through the homily—address issues such
as poverty, immigration, or a host of
other social justice issues, without diverting from the Mass?
“The Mass should make us aware of
the need for justice at all times, whether

I

through the songs or adding emphasis to
certain feast days, so as to lead to personal transformation that in the end will lead
to the glorification of God,” Blair said.
“We are called to full conscience and
active participation in the liturgy. Many
of the sessions at the conference offered
ways for us to be more aware of how we
can incorporate justice into the liturgy.”
It may not be as challenging as one
might think. After all, the Mass represents the love of Christ, inviting all those
who feel troubled to feel the loving embrace of a Loving Lord. And as Catholics,
the congregation is, through the Mass,
asked to help in that endeavor.
Guest speaker Father Edward Foley
is Professor of Spirituality and ordinary
Professor of Liturgy and Music at Catholic
Theological Union in Chicago.
“Father Foley reminded us that all of us
are, in some way, marginalized or ostracized for some reason,” Blair explained. “I
believe that this form of thinking should
lead us to want to not only examine how
we participate in the Liturgy of the Mass,
but also the work carried out by us the
other six days of the week.”
In other words, the Mass need not

go out of its way to present a pin-point
focus on a particular social justice issue,
but through its liturgy, share Christ’s yen
for justice.
As a liturgist (one of the many hats that
Blair wears), his responsibility is to help
organize the music, environment, and
volunteers to serve at a particular Mass,
such as those offered on Holy Days.
At the New York gathering, FDLC’s
Executive Director Rita Thiron said that
“This past year, we have seen tensions
and triumphs in race relations. We have
watched mothers, fathers, and children
fleeing from their homes—seeking some
refuge, drowning at sea, or rejected at
borders. We have mourned the loss of life
in hate-filled terrorist attacks in Orlando,
San Bernardino, Belgium, and elsewhere.
We have grieved the deaths of unarmed
victims and the shootings of police officers. We have lost a sense of security and,
in some cases, a sense of hope.
“And through it all, we have prayed.
We have turned to our faith for answers
and to the liturgy of the Church for the
right words to say. As liturgists, presiders, preachers, and musicians, we have
gathered our shaken communities and

“As liturgists, presiders, preachers, and musicians, we have gathered our shaken communities
and offered them the truth of the
Gospel message and its promise of hope and resurrection.
We have seen forgiveness. We
have spoken of mercy. We have
brought healing and peace.”
--Rita Thiron
offered them the truth of the Gospel
message and its promise of hope and resurrection. We have seen forgiveness. We
have spoken of mercy. We have brought
healing and peace.”
Is it the job of the Catholic Mass to
promote social justice?
Of course. It always has been.
“The Mass should transform us to want
to continue that and to advance the
cause of justice,” Blair said.
Quoting another guest speaker, the
Most Rev. Mark J. Sietz of El Paso, Tex.,
Blair said, “When we accomplish this,
then we will continue to celebrate the liturgy that no power on earth can divide.”

Larry and Marjorie Donahue celebrate

60 years wed
L

arry and Marjorie Donahue of rural Plains celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary with a family get together in Wichita.
Cards may be sent to 10087 J Rd, Meade, KS 67864,
Lawrence E. Donahue and Anna Marjorie Albrecht were married
Oct. 20, 1956 at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Dodge City. The two met
on a blind date after Larry completed his service in the Navy. Marjorie worked as a secretary for the Dodge City Globe and KGNO radio
station at the time.
After their wedding they settled at the farm where Larry grew up
between Meade and Plains. He has been a farmer since and Marjorie a housewife. They still live in the same house on the farm.
They have five children: Greg Donahue, Plains; Ann (Tim) Taylor, Hennessey OK; Janet (Ted) Brock, Dodge City; Gary Donahue,
Wichita; and Regina (Eric) Victor, Garden City. They have also been
blessed with 10 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

Sean O’Neill to serve as PSR Youth Ministry leader for St. Joseph, Ellinwood
By SHARLA THILL
llinwooD -- Sean O’Neill, an experienced and popular teacher in the local
school district, has agreed to become the
high school Parish School of Religion Youth
Ministry leader for St. Joseph Parish.
O’Neill started the year off with a
“potluck” supper at the Parish Center
on Sunday, Sept. 11, for students and
their parents. A meeting followed to
discuss plans for the coming months.
“We will be meeting at ‘The Gather’
on Wednesday nights at 7:15,” O’Neill
said. “We have an excellent group of
youth who are excited about their faith.
“I feel high school students should
be learning why we believe what we
believe,” O’Neill continued. “So when
someone at school or college asks them
why, they can answer.”

E

Many people will be helping O’Neill.
“Father Klein and I have been bouncing ideas off each other, and he has
been very supportive; Raechel Manley
has answered many questions I have,
and provided lots of information and
resources.”
“Parents will definitely be a big help,
providing snacks for the youth at
the classes, being chaperones, and offering general support and prayers.
“Some ideas that I shared with the
students are to have a youth Mass,”
O’Neill added. “Hopefully we might have
Sunday Funday activities, a Leadership
Team, and get geared up for another
Steubenville Conference. I believe these
are ways for the students to grow in
community and in their faith.”
The new youth minister said there

are “speakers” on his to-do list, and
added, “I expect that we will have a great
year with great participation.”
Thanks to Raechel
Father Terance Klein, pastor, wrote
in the bulletin that, Raechel Manley, in
response to increasing demands upon
her time by her ministry commitments
in Lyons, has stepped down as the high
school PSR teacher. The parish is grateful to
Raechel for the time and earnest commitment which she has given to our parish these past years. Parents who have
worked with her know how hard she
has worked to organize the parish youth
ministry, and those who have traveled
with her to conferences will carry enriching
memories with them for years to come.
God bless you and your ministry,
Raechel.

sean o’neill
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Vibrant Ministries — Uniting Our Church

Catholic Schools

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Celebrating communities of faith, knowledge and service

‘Where faith, hope and love grow’

T

he spiritual and academic growth of our Catholic
faith is of utmost importance. The Vibrant Ministries—Uniting our Church Appeal will establish
a tuition assistance fund to encourage Catholic school
enrollment of children whose families cannot afford
the full tuition. Also, funds raised will support the work
of the Office of the Superintendent of Schools.
“It’s comforting to know our children are receiving that extra support to grow in their faith, instead
of just hearing it at home,” said Karrie Hammeke, an
Ellinwood mother of five. Along with her husband,
Clint—an alumnus of St. Joseph School (as was Clint’s
father)—they also serve as foster parents, providing
temporary and long-term care to children in the foster
system.
“Our children are bombarded every
day with society pulling them away
from their values,” Karrie said.
“Catholic school helps
them to be that much
more confident.”
Nearly $3.5 million from the appeal
will go directly toward
the Catholic schools of
the diocese, as well as to
enhancing faith formation programs for youth
and adults, including the
Pastoral Ministry Formation
Program in English and Spanish; Parish School of Religion programs; continuing
formation for catechists; Catholic school teachers; and
strengthening ministry to youth and young adults.
In a world where many Catholics begin abandoning
their faith by age 10, the financial support of Catholic
schools takes on all new precedence.
Andrea Castillo began her education as a 3-year-old
in preschool at St. Dominic School in Garden City. She
currently attends the University of Kansas and is studying to become a doctor.
“I’m thankful for the close community I was able
to grow up in,” Andrea said. “It felt like a family away
from my actual family. I’m happy that when I see my
teachers from kindergarten and first grade that they’re
able to recognize me. I also find it great that they have
stayed there, so that my younger sisters were able to
have them as well! St. Mary’s establishes a sense of
home and belonging, especially with the staff staying
constant.”
“Honestly, we started our oldest in the 3-year-old
preschool program at St. Dominic’s because it was
the only place at that time that offered 3-year-old

preschool,” explained Andrea’s mother, Maria. “Once
she was old enough for Kindergarten we moved her to
St. Mary’s because they offered all-day Kindergarten.
After that we kept her at St. Mary’s school because it
was a small school environment, and St. Mary’s was
the parish where we attended Mass.”
“Having their friends be a part of it gives them more
support when they go out into their everyday life,”
Karrie Hammeke added. “My children’s faith is very
strong, and I attribute part of that to their school.
It’s something that promotes our faith and therefore
helps our younger generations to hopefully become
responsible adults and good stewards of their faith.
They learn about how important it is to give back; they
consider their roots and all that the Church stands for.
They’re surrounded by it every day. It’s a safe environment where they don’t have to worry about
what other people think. My high schoolers miss it and my grade-schoolers
love it.”
Maria Castillo and her
husband, Salvador, have three
daughters; Andrea and Andrea’s
two younger sisters, Anahi and
Alondra.
“Our middle child, Anahi,
started out at St. Mary’s
school and is now an eighth
grader,” Maria said. “Our youngest, Alondra, is a fifth grader at St.
Mary’s school. We will miss not having any
kids at St. Mary’s school after she graduates from the
sixth grade in 2018. We count 16 years with Catholic
schools as of today.
“I had grown up in a small town and had gone to
public school. My husband grew up in a huge city and
had gone to public school. We both are cradle Catholics and going to church every Sunday was normal, but
having our kids in Catholic school was new for us. The
longer we stayed, we realized the importance of them
having a Catholic education verses just an academic
education.
“We hope it becomes a tradition with our girls that
they send their kids to Catholic school. As parents
we are the first teachers and having them in Catholic school helped us along the way in their spiritual
growth.
“We love St. Mary’s Catholic School, where Faith,
Hope and Love grow.”
AT CENTER: St. Joseph School students wrote
scripture verses on homemade papyrus as part of 2016
Catholic Schools Week.

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
you give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
loving God, ﬁll us with the desire to be with
you in all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on
our journey to holiness.

Merciful God, bless
our eﬀorts to
unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us,
Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Support Christ’s work
in our Catholic schools

O

ur six Catholic
Schools assist the
parents of some 838
students to form disciples of Christ. Our
Church teaches that
the “educational mission of the Church is
an integrated ministry
embracing three interlocking dimensions:
1. the message
revealed by God
(didache) which the
Church proclaims;
By the MOST REV.
2. fellowship
JoHn b. brunGarDt
(community) in the
Catholic Diocese of
life of the Holy Spirit
Dodge City
(koinonia); and
3. service to the Christian community and
the entire human community (diakonia).”
As our Church writes: “Of the educational programs available to the Catholic community, Catholic
schools afford the fullest and best opportunity to
realize the threefold purpose of Christian education among children and young people (message,
community, service).
A key part of this faith formation is prayer. “The
life of faith is expressed in acts of religion. The
teacher will assist students to open their hearts in
confidence to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit through
personal and liturgical prayer.” This prayer begins
at home, and continues throughout the day and
week at our Catholic Schools.
Research supports the benefits of a Catholic
School:
• Catholic school students are more likely
to pray daily, attend church more often, retain
a Catholic identify as an adult, and donate more
to the Church.
• Students in Catholic schools demonstrate
higher academic achievement than their public
school peers from similar socioeconomic
backgrounds.
• The more disadvantaged a child is, the
greater the relative achievement gains he or
she experiences in a Catholic school.
I was blessed to attend Seven Dolors Catholic
School (Manhattan) as a boy, and Benedictine College (Atchison) for my undergraduate degree. Both
served me very well in key formative times of my
life, to know, love, and serve Jesus. As a science
teacher, I taught at Kapaun Mount Carmel Catholic
High School (Wichita); what a blessing it was to begin
each class with a prayer, and have scripture verses
displayed on the wall! After seminary, I taught as
a new priest at Bishop Carroll Catholic High School
(Wichita). I later became pastor at two parishes
which had Catholic Schools (Sacred Heart in Arkansas
City, and Christ the King in Wichita).
I encourage all to support our Catholic Schools
through the Vibrant Ministries, Uniting Our Church
appeal, where Jesus shows the students, parents,
staff and parishioners how much He loves them!

P

lease pray for the success of the
Appeal and be generous in your
support of it when asked to give. Together as one family of Christ, we will
realize the hopes and dreams of all our
people.
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Part II of II: Making Moral Choices and Applying Our Principles
This brief document is Part II of a summary of the US bishops’ reflection, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,
which complements the teaching of bishops in dioceses and states.

P

art I of the summary of the US bishops’ reflection, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, considered the core principles that underlie
Catholic engagement in the political realm. Part II
is a consideration of the process by which these
principles are applied to the act of voting and taking
positions on policy issues. It begins with the general consideration of the nature of conscience and
the role of prudence. The application of prudential
judgment does not mean that all choices are equally
valid or that the bishops’ guidance and that of other
church leaders is just another political opinion or
policy preference among many others. Rather, Catholics are urged to listen carefully to the Church’s
teachers when they apply Catholic social teaching to
specific proposals and situations.

How Does the Church Help the
Catholic Faithful to Speak About
Political and Social Questions?

A Well-Formed Conscience

The Church equips its members to address political questions by helping them develop well-formed
consciences. “Conscience is a judgment of reason
whereby the human person recognizes the moral
quality of a concrete act. . . . [Every person] is
obliged to follow faithfully what he [or she] knows
to be just and right” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, no. 1778). We Catholics have a lifelong
obligation to form our consciences in accord with
human reason, enlightened by the teaching of Christ
as it comes to us through the Church.

The Virtue of Prudence

The Church also encourages Catholics to develop
the virtue of prudence, which enables us “to discern our true good in every circumstance and to
choose the right means of achieving it” (Catechism
of the Catholic Church, no. 1806). Prudence shapes
and informs our ability to deliberate over available
alternatives, to determine what is most fitting to
a specific context, and to act. Prudence must be
accompanied by courage, which calls us to act. As
Catholics seek to advance the common good, we
must carefully discern which public policies are morally sound. At times, Catholics may choose different
ways to respond to social problems, but we cannot
differ on our obligation to protect human life and
dignity and help build, through moral means, a more
just and peaceful world.

Doing Good and Avoiding Evil

There are some things we must never do, as
individuals or as a society, because they are always
incompatible with love of God and neighbor. These
intrinsically evil acts must always be rejected and
never supported. A preeminent example is the
intentional taking of innocent human life, as in abortion. Similarly, human cloning, destructive research
on human embryos, and other acts that directly violate the sanctity and dignity of human life including
genocide, torture, and the targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or war, can never be justified.
Nor can violations of human dignity, such as acts of
racism, treating workers as mere means to an end,
deliberately subjecting workers to subhuman living
conditions, treating the poor as disposable, or redefining marriage to deny its essential meaning, ever
be justified.
Opposition to intrinsically evil acts also prompts

us to recognize our positive duty to contribute to
the common good and act in solidarity with those in
need. Both opposing evil and doing good are essential. As St. John Paul II said, “The fact that only the
negative commandments oblige always and under
all circumstances does not mean that in the moral
life prohibitions are more important than the obligation to do good indicated by the positive commandment.”
The basic right to life implies and is linked to other
human rights such as a right to the goods that every
person needs to live and thrive—including food,
shelter, health care, education, and meaningful
work.

Avoiding Two Temptations

Two temptations in public life can distort the
Church’s defense of human life and dignity: The first
is a moral equivalence that makes no ethical distinctions between different kinds of issues involving human life and dignity. The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life from the moment
of conception until natural death is always wrong
and is not just one issue among many. It must always be opposed. The second is the misuse of these
necessary moral distinctions as a way of dismissing
or ignoring other serious threats to human life and
dignity. Racism and other unjust discrimination, the
use of the death penalty, resorting to unjust war,
environmental degradation, the use of torture, war
crimes, the failure to respond to those who are suffering from hunger or a lack of health care or housing, pornography, human trafficking, redefining civil
marriage, compromising religious liberty,
The Challenge of Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship or unjust immigration policies are all
serious moral issues that challenge our consciences
and require us to act.

Making Moral Choices

The bishops do not tell Catholics how to vote; the
responsibility to make political choices rests with
each person and his or her properly formed conscience, aided by prudence. This exercise of conscience begins with always opposing policies that
violate human life or weaken its protection. When
morally flawed laws already exist, prudential judgment is needed to determine how to do what is possible to restore justice—even if partially or gradually—without ever abandoning a moral commitment
to full protection for all human life from conception
to natural death (see St. John Paul II, Evangelium
Vitae, no. 73).
Prudential judgment is also needed to determine
the best way to promote the common good in areas
such as housing, health care, and immigration.
When church leaders make judgments about how
to apply Catholic teaching to specific policies, this
may not carry the same binding authority as universal moral principles but cannot be dismissed as one
political opinion among others. These moral applications should inform the consciences and guide the
actions of Catholics.
As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A candidate’s position on a single issue is not sufficient to
guarantee a voter’s support. Yet a candidate’s position on a single issue that involves an intrinsic evil,
such as support for legal abortion or the promotion
of racism, may legitimately lead a voter to disqualify
a candidate from receiving support.

What Public Policies Should
Concern Catholics Most?

As Catholics, we are led to raise questions about
political life other than those that concentrate on individual, material well-being. We focus more broadly
on what protects or threatens the dignity of every
human life. Catholic teaching challenges voters and
candidates, citizens and elected officials, to consider
the moral and ethical dimensions of public policy
issues. In light of ethical principles, we bishops offer
the following policy goals that we hope will guide
Catholics as they form their consciences and reflect
on the moral dimensions of their public choices:
• Address the preeminent requirement to protect
human life—by restricting and bringing to an end the
destruction of unborn children through abortion and
providing women in crisis pregnancies with the supports they need. End the following practices: the use
of euthanasia and assisted suicide to deal with the
burdens of illness and disability; the destruction of
human embryos in the name of research; the use of
the death penalty to combat crime; and the imprudent resort to war to address international disputes.
• Protect the fundamental understanding of
marriage as the life-long and faithful union of one
man and one woman as the central institution of
society; promote the complementarity of the sexes
and reject false “gender” ideologies; provide better
support for family life morally, socially, and economically, so that our nation helps parents raise their
children with respect for life, sound moral values,
and an ethic of stewardship and responsibility.
• Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that
offers a path to citizenship, treats immigrant workers
fairly, prevents the separation of families, maintains
the integrity of our borders, respects the rule of law,
and addresses the factors that compel people to
leave their own countries.
• Help families and children overcome poverty and
ensure access to and choice in education, as well as
decent work at fair, living wages and adequate assistance for the vulnerable in our nation, while also
helping to overcome widespread hunger and poverty
around the world, especially in the policy areas of
development assistance, debt relief, and international trade.
• Ensure full conscience protection and religious
freedom for individuals and groups to meet social
needs, and so enable families, community groups,
economic structures, and government to work
together to overcome poverty, pursue the common
good, and care for creation.
• Provide health care while respecting human life,
human dignity, and religious freedom in our health
care system.
• Continue to oppose policies that reflect racism,
hostility toward immigrants, religious bigotry, and
other forms of unjust discrimination
• Establish and comply with moral limits on the
use of military force—examining for what purposes
it may be used, under what authority, and at what
human cost—with a special view to seeking a responsible and effective response for ending the persecution of Christians and other religious minorities
in the Middle East and other parts of the world.
• Join with others around the world to pursue
peace, protect human rights and religious liberty,
and advance economic justice and care for creation.

Page 10 November 6, 2016

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

La elección y nuestra fe

A

Obispo
John B. Brungardt

l acercarnos al día de las elecciones, buscamos la ayuda ya
sea estudiando, o conversando
entre nosotros, o en la oración.
Mons. Robert J. Carlson, arzobispo
de la Arquidiócesis de St. Louis
tiene algunos pensamientos que
expresó en un folleto, Viewing
election issues through a Lens of
Faith [Ver los temas de las elecciones bajo una lente de fe] (www.
archstl.org/vote. Incluye secciones
sobre la “Formación de la propia
conciencia para votar”, “No todos

los temas tienen el mismo peso”,
y “El dilema de elegir entre candidatos imperfectos”. Les animo a
echar un vistazo.
La última sección de Mons. Carlson se llama “Reflexiones finales
sobre la formación de la conciencia”. El enumera tres problemas
para nosotros:
1) Pasar más tiempo escuchando
los anuncios políticos que el que
pasamos escuchando a Dios.
Sugerencias: leer la Biblia, rezar el
rosario, rezar en adoración ante el

Santísimo Sacramento y muchos
otros.
2) No escucharnos el uno al otro
con verdadero interés cuando no
estamos de acuerdo. Sugerencias: escucharnos entre nosotros
sinceramente y con amor sacrificial
siempre.
3) Estar tentados de perder
interés porque la situación es un
desastre. Sugerencias: Esperar
siempre en Cristo: Él nos llama a
ser un pueblo de esperanza.
Mons. Carlson concluye: “Por

lo tanto, recordemos que el día
después de la elección, Jesús
todavía será el Señor. La gente
todavía tendrá que escuchar la
buena nueva de su amor salvador.
... La fe nos dice que llevamos el
cambio siendo nosotros el cambio que deseamos ver. Vamos
a empezar con esta elección”.
Oremos por nuestros candidatos y
votantes, ¡Jesús está con cada uno
de nosotros!

Conoce la anécdota que conmovió
a Papa Francisco sobre un inmigrante y un taxista

E

l Papa Francisco sorprendió este miércoles durante la Audiencia General en la
Plaza de San Pedro al contar una anécdota
que ocurrió hace tan solo unos días (19 de
octubre) y que refleja muy bien la actitud
que deben tener los cristianos respecto a
las personas que necesitan ayuda.
“Hace algunos días sucedió una pequeña historia: había un refugiado que buscaba un camino y una señora se le acercó
preguntándole qué era lo que buscaba”,
comenzó a contar Francisco.
“El refugiado no llevaba zapatos y él
ha dicho que quería ir a San Pedro para
atravesar la Puerta Santa. La señora llamó
a un taxi porque lo veía sin zapatos. Pero
el refugiado olía muy mal y el conductor
del taxi no quería que llevarle, pero al final
accedió a llevarle junto a la señora”.
“Ella le pidió que le contase su historia
durante el recorrido de diez minutos
para llegar hasta la Plaza de San Pedro.
El hombre contó su historia de dolor,
sufrimientos y hambre y contó también
porque fue obligado a huir de su casa”,
añadió el Papa.

“Una vez llegaron –continuó– la señora
quiso pagar el taxi, pero el conductor,
que al principio no quería llevar al inmigrante porque olía mal, dijo que no
porque, añadió, tendría que pagar él a la
señora por haberle dado la oportunidad
se escuchar una historia que le hizo hecho
cambiar el corazón”.
Así, “esta señora, teniendo sangre
armenia, sabía qué significaba ser parte
de un pueblo que es obligado a huir”.
“Pensad en esta historia y en qué podemos hacer por los refugiados”, concluyó.
En la catequesis de este miércoles,
Francisco hizo hincapié en la ayuda que
hay que prestar a los refugiados e inmigrantes. “El compromiso de los cristianos
en este campo es urgente hoy como
fue en el pasado” y es para todos: “las
diócesis, las parroquias, los institutos de
vida consagrada, las asociaciones y los
movimientos, todos estamos llamados
a acoger a los hermanos y las hermanas
que huyen de la guerra, del hambre, de
la violencia y de condiciones de vida deshumanas”, dijo el Papa.

Photo by Lucía Ballester/CNA

Ciudad del Vaticano-el papa Francisco saluda a peregrinos en la audiencia general en
la plaza de san pedro el 19 de octubre del 2016. (Pope Francis greets pilgrims at the
general audience in St. Peter’s Square on October 19, 2016.)

Demonio de Mediodía

L

os antiguos monjes egipcios
hablaban del Demonio de Mediodía. Cuando la frescura de la
mañana pasaba, y el reposo de la
noche aun no venía, el mediodía,
con sus frustraciones y retrasos, y
absoluta pesadez, esta planteaba
desafíos especiales.
Algunos empezaron a ver por
las ventanas de sus celdas. Empezaron a dejar sus celdas. Buscaban
la compañía de otros monjes. Su
tiempo con Dios empezó a ser
pesado y aburrido, no estaban
satisfechos con su lugar, ni con
su trabajo, ni con ellos mismos.

Empezaron a buscar una diversión.
Ellos pensaban, que estas eran las
señales del demonio del mediodía.
Ya cuando esto se removió, dejo
una soledad a su paso, un disgusto
por las cosas de Dios, la inclinación
a ya no pasar más tiempo con él.
El fervor se marchito, hasta en la
sombra de sus celdas. Sus mentes
y sus corazones estaban tan secos
como la arena. Esa es una manera
en que el espíritu de mediodía
trabaja, por medio de una inercia
paralizante.
Pero no es la única manera. A
veces ese espíritu nos mueve hacia

Sesiones de conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido víctima
de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier empleado
de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con
el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator:
(620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho
de comunicarse directamente a Social Relief Services,
1-800-922-4453.

estar excepcionalmente ocupados. Nos mueve a llenar nuestras
mentes de cosas-que-hacer: cosas
insignificantes a veces, cosas que
complacen, cosas solo para pasar
el tiempo, hasta cosas apostólicas,
a veces. Ese espíritu nos quiere
llevar fuera de nosotros mismos.
El que tiene mucha flojera el lunes
se puede convertir en uno que
quiere hacer todo el martes. Esa
es otra forma en que el espíritu de
mediodía trabaja, por medio de estar tan ocupados que se convierte
infernal.
Tanto una manera o como

la otra, terminan de la misma
forma: el reusarse a pasar tiempo
con Dios. Demasiado flojos para
movernos a orar, o demasiado
ocupados para encontrar tiempo
para hacer el esfuerzo, todo viene
a lo mismo, un resistente “No” a
pasar tiempo con Dios.
Estas eran maneras de escarparse en los tiempos de antes en
Egipto: haciendo nada o haciendo
todo. Estas son las maneras de escaparse hoy en el cercano Kansas,
aun hasta esta mañana.

La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios
que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register

Obispo Ronald M.
Gilmore
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.
Dodge City –Spanish
Saturday, November 5 , 2016, 5:00 – 8:00 pm
Cathedral Our Lady Of Guadalupe, St. Augustine Room
3231 N. 14th Avenue, Dodge City, KS 67801
Persona de contacto: Norma Alvarez (620) 227-3442
PGC Facilitator: Norma Alvarez (620) 338-7501

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

November 6, 2016

Page 11

Parte II de II: Tomar decisiones morales y aplicar nuestros principios

L

Este breve documento es la Segunda parte de un resumen de la reflexión de los obispos de los Estados Unidos Formando la conciencia para ser
ciudadanos fieles, que complementa la enseñanza de los obispos en las diócesis y las conferencias estatales de obispos católicos.

a Primera parte del resumen de la reflexión de los obispos de los Estados
Unidos Formando la conciencia para ser
ciudadanos fieles, examinó los principios
básicos que subyacen a la participación
católica en el ámbito político. La Segunda
parte es un examen del proceso por el
cual estos principios se aplican al acto de
votar y tomar posiciones sobre cuestiones
políticas. Comienza con la consideración
general de la naturaleza de la conciencia y
el papel de la prudencia. La aplicación de
un juicio prudencial no significa que todas
las opciones sean válidas por igual, o que
la orientación de los obispos y la de otros
líderes de la Iglesia sea simplemente otra
opción política o que sea una preferencia
política entre otras muchas. Más bien,
exhortamos a los católicos a que escuchen
cuidadosamente a los maestros de la Iglesia
cuando aplican la doctrina social católica a
propuestas y situaciones específicas.

¿CÓMO AYUDA LA IGLESIA
A LOS FIELES CATÓLICOS A
HABLAR DE LAS CUESTIONES
POLÍTICAS Y SOCIALES?

Una conciencia bien formada
La Iglesia prepara a sus miembros para
abordar las cuestiones políticas ayudándolos a desarrollar una conciencia bien
formada. “La conciencia moral es un juicio
de la razón por el que la persona humana
reconoce la cualidad moral de un acto concreto . . . [Cada ser humano] está obligado a
seguir fielmente lo que sabe que es justo y
recto” (Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, no.
1778). Los católicos tenemos la obligación
permanente de formar nuestra conciencia
de acuerdo con la razón humana, iluminada
por la enseñanza de Cristo tal como viene
a nosotros a través de la Iglesia.
La virtud de la prudencia
La Iglesia también anima a los católicos
a desarrollar la virtud de la prudencia, que
nos posibilita “discernir en toda circunstancia nuestro verdadero bien y a elegir los
medios rectos para realizarlo” (Catecismo
de la Iglesia Católica, no. 1806). La prudencia forma e informa nuestra capacidad para
deliberar sobre las alternativas disponibles,
identificar cuál es la más adecuada en
un contexto específico y actuar decisivamente. La prudencia debe ir acompañada
de la valentía, que nos llama a actuar. Al
buscar el avance del bien común, los católicos debemos discernir cuidadosamente
qué políticas públicas son moralmente
sólidas. A veces los católicos pueden elegir
diferentes formas de responder a los problemas sociales, pero no podemos alejarnos
de nuestra obligación de proteger la vida y
dignidad humanas y ayudar a construir, a
través de medios morales, un mundo más
justo y pacífico.
Hacer el bien y evitar el mal
Hay cosas que nunca debemos hacer,
ni como individuos ni como sociedad,
porque estas son siempre incompatibles
con el amor a Dios y al prójimo. Estos actos

intrínsecamente malos siempre se deben
rechazar y nunca apoyar. Un ejemplo claro
es quitar intencionadamente la vida de un
ser humano inocente, como en el aborto
provocado. Del mismo modo, la clonación
humana, la investigación destructiva de
embriones humanos y otros actos que
violan directamente la santidad y dignidad
de la vida humana, como el genocidio, la
tortura y atentar contra los no combatien
tes en actos terroristas o de guerra, jamás
pueden ser justificados. Las violaciones
de la dignidad humana, tales como los
actos de racismo, tratar a los trabajadores
como meros medios para un fin, someter
deliberadamente a los trabajadores a
condiciones de vida infrahumanas, tratar
a los pobres como objetos desechables,
o redefinir el matrimonio para negar su
significado esencial, tampoco pueden ser
jamás justificadas.
La oposición a actos intrínsecamente
malos también nos mueve a reconocer
nuestro deber positivo de contribuir al bien
común y de actuar solidariamente para
con los necesitados. Tanto oponerse al mal
como hacer el bien son esenciales. Como
dijo San Juan Pablo II, “El hecho de que
solamente los mandamientos negativos
obliguen siempre y en toda circunstancia,
no significa que, en la vida moral, las prohibiciones sean más importantes que el
compromiso de hacer el bien, como indican
los mandamientos positivos”.
El derecho básico a la vida implica y está
ligado a otros derechos humanos, tales
como el derecho a los bienes que toda
persona necesita para vivir y desarrollarse,
como el alimento, la vivienda, el cuidado
médico, la educación y un trabajo digno.
Evitar dos tentaciones
Dos tentaciones en la vida pública pueden distorsionar la defensa que hace la
Iglesia de la vida y dignidad humanas: La
primera es una equivalencia moral que no
hace distinciones éticas entre las diferentes
clases de cuestiones que tratan la vida y
dignidad humanas. La destrucción directa
e intencionada de la vida de personas inocentes, desde el momento de la concepción
hasta la muerte natural, es siempre mala
y no es simplemente una cuestión entre
muchas otras. Siempre debe ser rechazada.
La segunda es el uso indebido de estas
distinciones morales necesarias como una
manera de rechazar o ignorar otras amenazas serias a la vida y dignidad humanas. El
racismo y otras discriminaciones injustas;
el uso de la pena de muerte; recurrir a una
guerra injusta; la degradación del medio
ambiente; el uso de la tortura; los crímenes
de guerra; la pornografía; la trata de personas; la redefinición del matrimonio civil;
la falta de acción para responder a los que
sufren a causa del hambre o la falta de cuidado sanitario o de vivienda; la puesta en
peligro de la libertad religiosa; o políticas
inmigratorias injustas son todas ellas cuestiones morales serias que retan a nuestra
conciencia y requieren que actuemos.

Tomar decisiones morales
Los obispos no dicen a los católicos cómo
votar; la responsabilidad de tomar decisiones políticas recae en cada persona y su
conciencia bien formada, apoyada por la
prudencia. Este ejercicio de la conciencia
comienza con oponerse siempre a las políticas que violan la vida humana o debilitan
su protección.
Cuando ya existen leyes moralmente defectuosas, se necesita un juicio prudencial para
determinar cómo hacer lo que es posible para
restablecer la justicia —aunque sea parcial
o gradualmente—sin abandonar nunca un
compromiso moral con la plena protección
de toda la vida humana desde la concepción
hasta la muerte natural (véase San Juan Pablo
II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 73).
El juicio prudencial también es necesario
para determinar la mejor manera de promover el bien común en áreas tales como la
vivienda, el cuidado médico y la inmigración.
Cuando los líderes de la Iglesia formulan
juicios sobre cómo aplicar la doctrina
católica a políticas específicas, esto puede
no tener la misma autoridad vinculante que
los principios morales universales, pero no
puede ser descartado como una opinión
política entre otras. Estas aplicaciones morales deben informar las conciencias y guiar
las acciones de los católicos.
Como católicos, no votamos basándonos
en una sola cuestión. La posición de un
candidato respecto a una sola cuestión
no es suficiente para garantizar el apoyo
del votante. Sin embargo, la posición de
un candidato respecto a una sola cuestión
relacionada con un mal intrínseco, como
el apoyo al aborto legal o la promoción
del racismo, puede llevar legítimamente
al votante a descalificar a un candidato y
no darle su apoyo.

¿QUÉ POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS
DEBEN PREOCUPAR MÁS A
LOS CATÓLICOS?

Como católicos, estamos llamados a
plantear preguntas sobre la vida política
que vayan más allá de las que se concentran en el bienestar material individual. Nos
enfocamos más ampliamente en lo que
protege o amenaza la dignidad humana
de cada vida humana. La doctrina católica
reta a los votantes y a los candidatos, a los
ciudadanos y a los funcionarios públicos a
considerar las dimensiones morales y éticas
de las cuestiones de política pública.
A la luz de los principios éticos, nosotros,
los obispos, ofrecemos los siguientes objetivos políticos que esperamos guiarán a
los católicos a medida que estos formen su
conciencia y reflexionen sobre las dimensiones morales de sus opciones públicas:
• Tratar el requisito supremo de proteger
la vida humana restringiendo y poniendo
fin a la destrucción de los niños no nacidos
mediante el aborto provocado y proporcionando a las mujeres en crisis de embarazo
los apoyos que necesiten.
Poner fin a las siguientes practicas: el

uso de la eutanasia y el suicidio asistido
para tratar el peso de la enfermedad y la
incapacidad; la destrucción de embriones
humanos en nombre de la ciencia; el uso de
la pena de muerte para combatir el crimen;
y recurrir imprudentemente a la guerra
para tratar disputas internacionales.
• Proteger el concepto fundamental del
matrimonio como la unión fiel y para toda la
vida de un hombre y una mujer y como la institución central de la sociedad; promover la
complementariedad de los sexos y rechazar
las falsas ideologías de “género”; y ofrecer un
mejor apoyo a la vida familiar moral, social
y económicamente, de manera que nuestra
nación ayude a los padres de familia a criar
a sus hijos inculcando en ellos el respeto a la
vida, valores morales sólidos y una ética de
corresponsabilidad y responsabilidad.
• Conseguir una reforma migratoria
comprensiva que ofrezca un camino a la
ciudadanía, trate a los trabajadores inmigrantes con justicia, impida la separación
de las familias, mantenga la integridad de
nuestras fronteras, respete el estado de
derecho y se preocupe por los factores
que fuerzan a las personas a abandonar
sus países de origen.
• Ayudar a las familias y a los niños a
salir de la pobreza, asegurando el acceso
y opciones a la educación, así como un
puesto de trabajo con salarios justos que
permitan vivir y asistencia adecuada para
los más vulnerables de nuestra nación, a
la vez que también se ayuda a derrotar el
hambre y la pobreza tan extendidos por
el mundo, especialmente en las áreas de
asistencia al desarrollo, alivio de la deuda
externa y el comercio internacional.
• Asegurar la plena protección de la libertad de conciencia y la libertad religiosa
de las personas y grupos para responder
a las necesidades sociales, y así posibilitar
que las familias, grupos comunitarios, estructuras económicas y gobiernos trabajen
juntos para superar la pobreza, buscar el
bien común y cuidar de la creación.
• Proveer cuidado medico a la vez que
se respeta la vida humana, la dignidad
humana y la libertad religiosa en nuestro
sistema de salud.
• Continuar oponiéndose a políticas
que reflejan racismo, hostilidad hacia los
inmigrantes, intolerancia religiosa y otras
formas de discriminación injusta
• Establecer y cumplir con los límites
morales concernientes al uso de la fuerza
militar—examinando con qué propósitos
se puede usar, bajo qué autoridad y qué
costo humano conllevará— con miras
especialmente a buscar una respuesta
responsable y eficaz para poner fin a la
persecución de los cristianos y otras minorías religiosas en el Medio Oriente y
otras partes del mundo.
• Unirse a otros en todo el mundo para
buscar la paz, proteger los derechos humanos y la libertad religiosa, y progresar en
la justicia económica y en el cuidado de la
creación.
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

D�� r���, FiCF

ACROSS
3 Country in which
Mother Teresa founded
her order
6 Knights of ___
8 Gift bearers
9 Eve beginner
11 The Infant of Prague,
for one
13 Commandment that
forbids bearing false witness
15 “…___ this day be at
my side…”
17 “___ Regina”
20 St. ___ Diego
21 Greatest king of
Israel
23 Abner’s father (2
Sam 2:8)
24 Brother of Ishmael
26 Calais monastic
27 Lent markers
30 Holy ___ Society
32 Service book
34 Wood of Noah’s Ark
(Gen 6:14)
37 ___ Father
38 Nickname of Catholic composer Haydn
39 Protection or liberation from the power of
the devil
40 Spiritual program
Down
1 Baptismal basin
2 One of the seven
deadly sins
3 Another name for
Jacob

t���� M����, FiCF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and Greensburg councils.

a��� C�����

(785) 728-2147 oﬃce • (785) 871-1991

Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

G����� s�������, FiCF, lutCF, Clu

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce • (785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley

D���� r���, FiCF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell

6 + 4 = 210
9 + 2 = 711
8 + 5 = 313
5 + 2 = 37
7 + 6 = 113
9 + 8 = 117
10 + 6 = 416
15 + 3 = 1218
?? + ?? = 123

s���� l����������

(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

D.J. r����

(913) 687-0164

Spearville, Wright, Dodge City, Ashland, Ness City,
and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

st. sebastian’s sODuKO

(785) 301-2676 oﬃce • (785) 623-8716 cell

D�� o������

2

6

3

4

9
11

21

10

12

15

13

16

17

22

18

27

14

19

20

23

26

32

5

8

7

24

28

33

25

29

30

34

35

31

36

37
38

39
40
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Jesuits’ motto (abbr.)
5 What Andrew and
Peter did for a living
7 “___ us, O Lord…”
10 Sydney’s first archbishop, John ___ Polding
11 One of two names in
a Catholic book publishing company
12 “___ Maria”
14 Symbol on the papal
flag

teaser tHe First: The following brain
teaser has been shared more than 3
million times on Facebook. It seems to
be easy for some people but difficult
for others. Which group are you in?

Ransom council

Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

1

16 “I will ___ up a righteous branch for David “
(Jer 23:5)
18 “___ Dei”
19 Biblical division
20 He housed Paul and
Silas in Thessalonica
22 ___ Press, monastic
publisher?
25 Second word in the
name of a Parisian basilica
27 Catholic songwriter

Guthrie
28 Biblical language
29 Third of IHS
31 Palm product
32 One of the three
theological virtues
33 ___ occasion of sin
35 One of St. Columba’s
converts
36 Nod, vis-à-vis Eden

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

4

teaser tHe seConD: Move just one stick to fix the equation.
There are three possible answers.

teaser tHe tHirD: Inside each set of
the following words, there are a pair of
smaller words. By putting & between
them, lo & behold, you’ll make a familiar
phrase. For example, “Thighbone/Swallowtail” conceals “High & Low.”

1. Skyrocketing/Trolleyman
2. Thermometer/Apoplexy
3. Delaware/Bordering
4. Surprised/Trashiness
5. Throughout/Stumblebum

(left) to solve a soduko,
ﬁll in the table so that
the numbers from 1 to 9
will be in each column,
each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every
sudoku puzzle can have
only one correct solution.
Cada ﬁla debe contener
los números a partir la 1
a 9. Cada columna debe
contener los números
a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
cuadrado 3x3 debe
contener los números a
partir la 1 a 9.
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‘Why didn’t you tell me before they came?’ the Pope demanded of the priest

Russian students, a reprimand, and JPII
By Mary Rezac
atican City (CNA) - When
white smoke poured out of
the chimney of the Sistine Chapel on October 16, 1978, Father
Eamon Kelly, a seminarian studying in Rome at the time, couldn’t
have known that he was witnessing the election of a future saint.
Nor did he know that more than
a dozen years after that election,
he would be reprimanded by
that same future saint, John Paul
II, during one of his Wednesday
general audiences.
It was Holy Week of 1992, and
Father Kelly, a priest with the Congregation of the Legion of Christ,
was on his annual pilgrimage to
Rome.
But this year was different.
His youth group had brought
along eight Russian young people,
the tension of the dissolution of
the Soviet Union and the end of
the Cold War just barely in the
rearview mirror of history.
Father Kelly had done some
strategizing to make sure the Russian youth got a good seat.
“We had our tickets and we
went in early, and we did get positions up against the barrier of the
corridor,” Father Kelly said. “So
that was fantastic, we were going
to see Pope John Paul II.”
His German students gave up
all of the seats closest to the aisle,
so that the Russian young people
would get to shake the Pope’s
hand as he walked through the
Paul VI audience hall.
“I had the kids observe how
he did it – he’d shake hands but
by that time he’d already moved
on to talking to the next person,
greeting them,” Father Kelly recalled.
“So I told them this pope knows
Russian, and you need to greet
him politely when he’s two or
three people away; say some nice
greeting in Russian.”
They did, and it worked: sure
enough, the Pope’s ears perked
up when he heard the Russian
greetings. As soon as he got to
the group, he stopped walking.
“He started talking to them
in Russian, and there was a tremendous chemistry going on,

V

and everybody was super
excited. Our six rows of kids
had assimilated into about
two,” Father Kelly said.
E ven tu al l y th e Po p e
asked, in Russian, how the
group was able to make it
to Rome. All the Russian students turned and pointed at
Father Kelly.
He was a head taller than
most of the students, so
Father Kelly suddenly found
himself in straight eye contact with John Paul II.
“There was so much joy
and appreciation and gratitude in his eyes that these
kids were there,” Father
Father Eamon Kelly
Kelly said.
“But then, his look turned
“There was so much
like a storm with a critical
question – ‘Why didn’t you joy and appreciation and
tell me before they came?’”
the Pope demanded of the gratitude in his eyes that
priest.
these kids were there,”
“You know, like I could
call up the Pope and tell him Father Kelly said.
we’re coming,” Father Kelly
“But then, his look
recalled with a laugh.
“I tried to give an excuse, turned like a storm with
I said it was hanging by a a critical question...”
thread that it was going to
happen, I just fumbled my
the first time ever. The conciliaway through it. What are
you going to do when the Pope tory move was the whole reason
is asking you for accountability?” the Russian students were now
meeting John Paul II in Rome.
Father Kelly said.
“He said to me, ‘This is the
In hindsight, Father Kelly said he
first
group of Russians I’ve ever
maybe could have called an office
in the Vatican to alert them of the greeted in the audience hall’,”
Russian students, but he didn’t Father Kelly said.
It’s possible that it may have
realize that this visit would be so
been
the first youth group from
important for the Pope.
Moscow
to visit Rome ever, FaBut Russia was dear to St. John
ther
Kelly
said.
Paul II’s heart, as he had played
“I don’t want to claim that
a critical role in the peaceful fall
title,
because there may have
of communism and the Soviet
been
others,
but it’s unlikely that
Union. Just a few years prior, he
anyone
would
have been able to
had met for over an hour with
come
before
the
start of commuPresident Mikhail Gorbachev,
nism,”
he
said.
who later said the peaceful disThe Pope was visibly moved by
solution of the USSR would have
been impossible without the Ro- the Russian students, he said.
“He was happy, he was happy.
man Pontiff.
He
said if he would have known
Perhaps their meeting in 1989
that
they were there, he would
had also softened Gorbachev’s
have
greeted them formally from
heart prior to World Youth Day
the
stage.”
1991, when the leader allowed
And the Russian students?
some 20,000 Russian youth to
“They were elated.”
attend the event in Poland for

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Nov. 6
Second Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14/
Second Thessalonians 2:16--3:5/
Luke 20:27-38 or 20:27, 34-38
Monday, Nov. 7
Titus 1:1-9/Luke 17:1-6
Tuesday, Nov. 8
Titus 2:1-8, 11-14/Luke 17:7-10
Wednesday, Nov. 9
Genesis 28:11-18/First Corinthians 3:9-13, 16-17/Luke 19:1-10
Thursday, Nov. 10; Saint Leo
the Great, pope and doctor
Philemon 1:7-20/Luke 17:20-25

Friday, Nov. 11; Saint Martin
of Tours, bishop
Second John 1:4-9/Luke 17:2637 or Matthew 25:31-40
Saturday, Nov. 12; Saint
Josaphat, bishop and martyr
Third John 1:5-8/Luke 18:1-8
Sunday, Nov. 13
Malachi 3:19-20/Second Thessalonians 3:7-12/Luke 21:5-19
Monday, Nov. 14
Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Luke
18:35-43
Tuesday, Nov. 15

Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22/Luke
19:1-10
Wednesday, Nov. 16
Revelation 4:1-11/Luke 19:11-28
Thursday, Nov. 17; Saint
Elizabeth of Hungary, religious
Revelation 5:1-10/Luke 9:41-44
Friday, Nov. 18
Revelation 10:8-11/Luke 19:45-48
Saturday, Nov. 19
Revelation 11:4-12/Luke 20:27-40
Sunday, Nov. 20; Christ the King
Second Samuel 5:1-3/Colossians
1:12-20/Luke 23:35-43
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Obituaries
	Refugio Rodriguez, 80, of St.
Anthony of Padua Parish, Liberal, died Oct. 15, 2016. Survivors
include his wife, Micaela; sons
Dagoberto, Enrique, Rafael, Luis,
Refugio Jr, and Hugo; daughter, Cony Rodiguez; brothers
Francisco, Florentino, Leopoldo,
and Bernardo; sisters Manuela
Rodriguez, Juana Rodriguez, and
Cruz Rodriguez; 11 grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. Father James Dieker
presided.
Doris Schreibvogel, 83, of
St. Alphonsus Parish, Satanta,
died Oct. 17, 2016. She was
born weighing a little over two
pounds in the middle of Dust
Bowl during the Great Depression. On August 29, 1950 she
married Adolph “Addie” Schreibvogel in Garden City. She is
survived by her sister Lorraine
Morgan; step-brothers Terry,
Jim and Doug Ochs; step-sister Becky Brewer and their
families; daughter Kim Holley
and Michael; son Ray and wife
Tonja; grandchildren Matt and
wife Daisy Holley, Amanda and
husband Warren Willis all of
Hugoton, KS.; step grandchildren Britney and Brandon and
11 great grandchildren Waylon,
Marina, Caleb, Ethan, Dade,
Zachary, Thomas, Katelynn,
Autumn, Amelia and Katherine.
Julia E. (Irsik) Shriwise, 91,
of St. Lawrence Parish, Jetmore, died Oct. 21, 2016, at the
Hodgeman County Long Term
Care Center, Jetmore. She was
also a member of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City. She was a member of the Altar Society. Survivors include sons, Rod, Sid, Dr.
Tom, Mike, and John; a brother,
Larry Irsik; three sisters, Helen
Gerber, Pat Goebel, and Manie
Gibbons; 13 grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren. Father
Maurice Cummings presided.
Michael L. Burkhart, 67, of
the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City,
died Oct. 21, 2016. He attended
Pleasant View one-room School
for two years in Hodgeman
County. He graduated from
Sacred Heart, Dodge City Junior
High, Dodge City Senior High,
and Dodge City Community College in Dodge City. He attended
St. Mary of the Plains in Dodge
City. He was past owner of the
Lora-Locke Hotel, Dodge Theatre, Plaza Professional Center,
Speakeasy Club, Plaza Professional Credit Bureau, and Burr
Parking Garage. Through the

past 45 years he owned funeral
homes in Dodge City, Cimarron, Jetmore, and Sublette. He
was a Reserve Squad Firefighter
and EMT for Ford County Fire &
EMS. He served as chairman of
the Kansas Health Care Coalition
Steering Committee. He was an
Extra-Class Ham Radio Operator. He was owner and operator of Burkhart Engineering. He
was a life-long Dodge City area
historian. Both sides of his family homesteaded in Hodgeman
County in the 1880s, coming
from Germany, via Russia. He
was a member of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Knights of Columbus Council
#2955 and many other organizations. He is survived by his
wife, Mindy; daughter, Michelle
Burkhart; son, Michael, II; stepson, Zachary McElgunn; brother,
Darrell; and one step-grandson,
Cayden McElgunn. Father Wesley Schawe presided.
Milton E. Achatz, 92, of St. Joseph Parish, Ellinwood, died Oct.
23, 2016. He was a retired farmer and a township maintenance
operator for Lakin Township. He
was a member of the Knights of
Columbus Council 1187 of Ellinwood. He is survived by his wife,
Bertha; sons, John, Charlie, Paul
and Gerald; brother, Bill Achatz;
and sister, Delores Hauser; 13
grandchildren and numerous
great-grandchildren. Father Terrance Klein presided.
John Ray Breit, 53, of St. John
the Evangelist Parish, Hoisington, died Oct. 25, 2016. A
self-employed truck driver, John
had been a Hoisington resident
since 1964. He was a member
of Knights of Columbus Council
#1521. Survivors include his
wife, Merri L. Breit; two sons,
Jeremy Ray Breit and Jakob
Wayne Breit; his mother, Sophie
A. Breit; one brother, Richard J.
“Rick” Breit and his wife Patricia;
and his nephew, Mat Breit.
Valentin Vera of St. Joseph
Parish, Ashland, died Monday
Oct. 24, 2016. He was born in
Tabasco, Zacatecas, Mexico on
March 30, 1968. He is survived
by his mother, Maria, his sister
Librada Vera and Ubaldo Barraza of Dumas, TX; Lupe Vera
and Juan Garcia of Garden City,
KS (children Alondra, Yuliana,
and Selena); Ramon Vera and
Rhonda Swonger of Ashland, KS
(children Maebon and Justin);
Angelica Vera and Javier Hernandez of Dodge City, KS (children Alexa and Bianey); his dog
Spots, and friends and family.

Please Note: Obituaries are always printed free of charge,
but must be edited for space and SKC style. If you see that a
listing for a friend or loved one was not included, or, if there is
a mistake in a listing, call (620) 227-1519 or email skregister@
dcdiocese.org.
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Priests on the Prairie

Let the Church
always be a place
of mercy and hope,
where everyone is
welcomed, loved
and forgiven.

Died November 6, 1978

Msgr. John Zenner

M

sgr. John Zenner was
born Oct. 25, 1921, in
Goddard. He was ordained
Feb. 4, 1948, by Bishop Mark
K. Carroll in St. Mark’s Church
at St. Mark. He served as assistant pastor at Holy Family,
Odin (1948-49), and Blessed
Sacrament, Wichita (1949-50).
He then served as chaplain at
St. Rose Hospital in Great Bend
(1950-51).
In 1951, he became vicechancellor of the new Dodge
City diocese. He was appointed
chancellor in 1958 and served
in that post until 1962.
He was named papal chamberlain by Pope John XXIII on
May 8, 1959, and elevated to
domestic prelate by Pope Paul Msgr. John Zenner
VI on Oct. 14, 1964.
Msgr. Zenner served in the following pastorates:
St. Andrew, Wright (1962-65); St. Nicholas, Kinsley
(1965- 69); St. Patrick, Great Bend (1969-72); St.
Boniface, Sharon (1972-74), and Sacred Heart,

Pratt (1974-78).
Msgr. Zenner died suddenly of an apparent heart attack on Nov. 6, 1978, at the age
of 57. Bishop Eugene J. Gerber
celebrated a Pontifical Mass at
Sacred Heart Church in Pratt
on Nov. 8. The following day,
Bishops Caroll, Gerber, and David M. Maloney, concelebrated
the funeral Mass at St. Mark’s
Church. Burial was in the parish
cemetery.
Msgr. Zenner held the
following diocesan positions:
Director of Hospitals, Director
of Vocations, Diocesan School
Board member, member of the
Diocesan Priests’ Trust Fund
board, Diocesan Commission
for the Promotion of Christian
Unity, Diocesan Consultor,
Commission for the Continuing Education for
Clergy, and Director of the Permanent Diaconate.
He was also state co-chaplain for the Knights of
Columbus in 1972 and 1973.

-- Pope Francis --

Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Gratitude is a
vaccine, an
antitoxin, and
an antiseptic.

105 Layton Street

♦

Dodge City

-- John Henry Jowett

Each issue of the
Southwest Kansas
Catholic is available for download, free and in
color, at dcdiocese.
org/swkscatholic.
No registration or
-- Pope
sign-in is required.
Francis -The site includes
an archive of game
pages dating back
to 2011.

Grow Deeper,
Not Older!
Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

855-392-9333.

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538
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Submit photos,
articles
Do you have a photo or
photos from an event in
your parish that you would
like to submit to the Catholic? To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines
ISSUE:
DEADLINE:
Nov. 20
Nov. 9
Dec. 4
Nov. 23
Dec. 18
Dec. 7
Dates are subject to
change.

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
LOURDES
X

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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ANSWERS

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care
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Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

D

E B R U A R Y

E M A D E R

R C O N C E
APPEARED
BERNADETTE
CONCEPTION
CURE
FEBRUARY

D E

Largest
Selection of

P

E R O E
I

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

I

T O N M Q

O N

FRANCE
GROTTO
IMMACULATE
MASSABIELLE
MIRACLES

J

N G G

NOTRE DAME
OUR LADY
PEASANT
SOUBRIOUS
WATER

Distributors of
tHirD:
1. Rock & Roll
2. Mom & Pop
3. Law & Order
4. Rise & Shine

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

seConD:
5+4=9
8-4=4
0+4=4
First:
Split the resulting number “123”
into 2 parts - 1 and 23. Those
numbers will be 2 results. “1”
will be result of “first number
minus second number”. “23”
will be result of “first number
plus second number”.
So it’s easy to see that those 2
numbers will be 12 and 11.
12 - 11 = 1
12 + 11 = 23
Write them together and you
get 123.
So the answer is 12 + 11 = 123.
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Baptism at sea

Refugee child born during boat rescue

M

unich, Germany (CNA) -- In the
midst of her stressful overseas voyage to Europe, Vivian, a very pregnant
Nigerian woman who departed from the
Libyan coast, ended up giving birth on
the German naval ship that rescued her
and her 654 companions.
Her first request when she saw the
military chaplain on board? That her
newborn son get baptized.
According to the German Military
Chaplaincy, Vivian, who is Catholic and
fleeing ongoing violence and persecution
in her country, was one of 655 people
who piled onto four flimsy dinghies in
order to reach Europe with the hope of a
better life.
On July 6, their first day at sea, a German naval ship saw the boats, and, recognizing the precarious condition of the
dinghies, described as “un-seaworthy,”
brought them on board.
When military chaplain Father Jochen
Folz saw that Vivian had given birth
on board the ship after being rescued,
he and the medical team immediately
offered their support. After only a few
minutes Vivan made one wish very clear:
she was Catholic, and she wanted her
newborn son to be baptized.
So Father Folz got to work right away
with the help of ship’s officers and crew:
the radio operator enabled the Internet
so the priest could access the English
texts needed for the rite of Baptism,
while others found a sauceboat and
matching tray for a makeshift “baptismal” font. A candle also emerged from
the officers’ wardrobe.
A woman named Martina O., who
was also rescued from the dinghies, was
allowed to accompany the birth, and
agreed to take on the role of the child’s

godmother.
Though it was dark outside, the medical room was brightly lit by neon lights,
and was filled with soldiers who wanted
to be present for the special moment.
Father Folz began by greeting the attendees and offering a brief introduction
to the baptism. The rite then proceeded
as usual: Father Folz asked Vivian: “What
name will you give your child,” to which
she replied: “Ikpomosa.”
When the priest asked her “What do
you ask of the Church for Ikpomosa?”
Vivian smiled and said proudly: “Baptism,
faith and eternal life.” The priest then
traced a sign of the cross on the newborn’s forehead, inviting his mother and
godmother to do the same.
After pouring water over the child’s
head three times with the sauceboat
while reciting the ancient biblical
formula: “I baptize you in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit,” the priest then lit the
candle and passed it to the godmother.
When the time came to place a white
garment over the baby as a sign of his
new life in Christ, Father Folz draped his
white priestly stole over the newborn
as a symbol of the divine sonship since
there was obviously no white baptismal
gown.
As a baptismal gift, baby Ikpomosa was
given a medal of St. Michael the Archangel, while Vivian and Martina were
each given a medal of the Virgin Mary.
All three medals had been prepared by
a medical soldier, who tied a ribbon on
each so they could be hung or tied somewhere safe.
While this wasn’t the first time Father
Folz has baptized someone in action, it

Photo courtesy Catholic Military Chaplaincy

A Nigerian woman named Vivian gave birth to “Ikpomosa” while on board a German vessel after departing Libya to escape ongoing violence and persecution in her
country. At right is Father Jochen Folz, who baptized the Catholic woman’s baby
onboard ship.
did mark the first time he did so for a
refugee child.
The rescue operation marked the
priest’s first experience in the Navy, after
having served in several land operations.
While serving in Afghanistan, he baptized
two German soldiers and one American
soldier, and has administered the Sacrament of Confirmation on several occasions.

However, the baptism in the Mediterranean of a child born to a woman risking
her life at sea in hopes of a better life
for herself and her child, was something
completely new and out of the ordinary.
In light of their uncertain future, Father
Folz told Vivian and Martina that “the
Church offers us a home all over the
world, and Ikpomosa is now under the
special protection of heaven.”

Don’t forget
to pray for our
priests, Sisters!

    Remember and pray
for our retired priests,
sisters and Religious who
serve the Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City, as well as
those who are actively
serving.
If you would like to send
a letter of support to a
retired priest or Religious
and need their email address, visit dcdiocese.org
and go to the “directory”
and then “departments”
listing.
Or, for a physical address, call (620) 227-1519.

