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Joy springs
from a
grateful
heart

The Face
of God
By CHARLENE SCoTT-MYERS
Special to the Catholic
Editor’s note: This is the first of a two-part series on The Face of
God.
hen I was a small child, I was terrified by the priest Padre
Pio. My pious mother told me that this Italian holy man was
able to bilocate, which meant that he could be in two places at one
time. Mother said that he often visited people at night.
I was petrified, praying every evening that this giant fellow would
not show up to visit me! He had a hairy face, with thick, menacing
dark eyebrows and a white Santa beard.
Continued on Page 17
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Caring for Gods creation
Longtime greenspace advocate Alan Geier
honored for years of championing parks

+ Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
Bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City

ON CARE FOR OUR
COMMON HOME
An excerpt from the
Encyclical Letter

LAuDATo SI’

Pope Francis

“

If we approach
nature and the environment without
this openness to
awe and wonder, if
we no longer speak
the language of fraternity and beauty
in our

Garden City City Manager Matt Allen, left, talks about the accomplishments of Alan Geier during
his years of working for the city during a dedication ceremony in Geier’s honor for a portion
of Finnup Park. The Alan Geier Champion Tree Woodland is located in the northwest portion
of the park at Main and Maple Streets. Geier is a member of St. Dominic Parish. His sister is
Dominican Sister of Peace, Jolene Geier.
Brad Nading/Telegram

“In Genesis it says, ‘On the third day
God said, Let the earth put forth vegetation ... and trees of every kind ....’ I fell
in love with the hardwood forests in
northeast Ohio when I was attending
Brunnerdale Seminary High School. I
tried to bring that beautiful detail of
God`s creation to the short grass prairie
we call home.”
-- Alan Geier

By SCOTT AUST
Garden City Telegram
Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted
with permission from the Garden City Telegram.
ormer longtime Garden City parks superintendent Alan Geier knew something
was odd on a recent Tuesday morning when
he pulled into Finnup Park and saw his
daughter’s car.
Continued on Page 18
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relationship with
the world, our attitude will be that
of masters, consumers, ruthless
exploiters, unable
to set limits on
their immediate needs.
By contrast, if we feel
intimately united with
all that exists, then sobriety and care will well
up spontaneously. The
poverty and austerity
of Saint Francis were
no mere veneer of
asceticism, but something much more radical: a refusal to turn
reality into an object
simply to be used and
controlled.”

G

iving Thanks. Appreciating.
Being Grateful. Think of a person you know that is often grateful, typically says “Thank you!”,
or shows appreciation for you or
others. Maybe he is thankful for an
item given. Possibly she is grateful for a service performed. How
about just appreciating your presence or friendship?
“And be thankful … with
gratitude in your hearts to
God … giving thanks to God”
(Colossians 3:15-17). We are
a Eucharistic people, a people
of thanksgiving. Archbishop
Jackels describes his daily holy
hour as simply reflecting on his
gratitude to the Lord for the
many blessings he received the
last day.
Pope Francis writes about “the
spirit of gratitude. … The joy of
men and women who love God
attracts others to him. … Joy
springs from a grateful heart.
Truly, we have received much, so
many graces, so many blessings,
and we rejoice in this” (Men of
Mercy, p. 118).
Sometimes it is hard to be
grateful, thus to find joy, when
we are suffering. Trust in Jesus
and Mary, who understand
suffering. Let us open our hearts
to a deeper awareness of God’s
presence in our lives. Even in
the hard times, the Lord will
give peace in our hearts, thus
give us something for which to
be grateful, thus give us joy.
Jesus loves us so much! Have a
blessed Thanksgiving Day!
+ Bishop John
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Liebenthal parish hosts

‘Rosary Crusade for our country’

L

IEBENTHAL -- The church bells rang as
people from surrounding towns gathered at the grotto beside St. Joseph’s
Church.
Emmett McGinn signaled the start of
the hour of prayer with the tolling of the
bells--a gentle reminder to townsfolk to
gather for prayer for the country.
St. Joseph Church joined with more
than 200 groups in Kansas, as well as
approximately 15,000 across the country, at noon to pray the rosary, Angelus,
Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, petitions, and song.
This year commemorates the first
apparitions to three shepherd children
in Fatima by an angel in 1916. The angel
appeared in the spring, autumn, and fall,
teaching the children special prayers and
encouraging them to pray the rosary
daily. It is believed the angel was St. Mi-

chael the Archangel, who prepared the
way for the appearance of the Blessed
Mother to the children in 1917. Our Lady
urged the children to pray the rosary every day for peace in the world, and that
message continues to be encouraged
throughout the world today.
Eighteen people representing five cities attended the rally: Liebenthal--Louise
Dechant, Raymond Depperschmidt,
Emmett and Gerri McGinn, Norman
and LouAnn Legleiter, Barbara Matal,
Judy Hoffman. From Hays--Mary Ann
Randa and Norman Giebler. From La
Crosse--Alex and Twila Herrman, Elenora
Moeder, Francis and Alverna Schaffer. From Wichita--LaVern Meier. From
Timken-- Carol Scheuerman, Julie Huber.
(Not pictured, Judy Hoffman.)
The hour of prayer closed with singing
the National Anthem.

Art and joy of giving thanks

O

ur esteemed editor, himself a
man of simmering joy, suggested
something on the “art and joy of giving
thanks” for this week’s column.
In humoring him, I would lay down
a simple truth: without art, there is no
joy, and there is no thanksgiving. No
joy that will last, at any rate.
The ‘art’ needed here is the art of
getting first things first. It is the art of
putting things in their proper place. It
is the art of order.
The ‘joy’ desired here is the tranquility that comes from order. It is calm.
It is serenity. It is the rest that fills and
completes us.
The ‘trick’ wanted here is getting them
straight. We must get right with God,
get right with one another, get right
with the world, even get right with our
own wounded selves: all these must
be put in order first. Joy comes after
something else: joy comes from getting

Bishop Emeritus
Ronald M.
Gilmore

Another
Way

all these relationships straight.
Take a single example. There are only
two forms of love, really. When the loved
person is absent, you yearn for his presence. When the loved person is present,
you simply rest in her nearness. Delight
comes from that rest. A deep, fulfilling,
joy is the result of that rest.
And the ‘thanksgiving?’ It wells up
naturally from the joy. It bubbles over
from the delight. It is the first word of
every selfless love.

Bishop Gilmore and Jacqueline Loh to present, “Waiting & Watching; The Heart of Advent”, a two-day retreat, Nov. 25-26 in Hugoton. See Page 23 for more.

Soukups celebrate 60 years wed

V

ictor and Sharen Soukup celebrated an early 60th wedding anniversary on Oct. 1 with family witnessing
a marriage blessing by Father Charles
Seiwert at St. Mary Parish in Garden
City. On Oct. 16, they repeated vows
at the Diocesan Matrimony Anniversary Mass in Dodge City with Most
Rev. John B. Brungardt. The couple
was married at St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church in Wilson, Kansas on Nov.
29, 1956. They have six children: John
Stadler, Derby; Kris, Steve, Dave and
Joe, deceased; and John Soukup, Holcomb. There are 16 grandchildren and
17 great grand-children.

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll
free, 866-327-6578: Provides confidential, short-term emotional support,
advice, and qualified referrals directly to
rural families struggling with an unmet
emotional, medical, financial, or legal
need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services, toll-free, 800-321-3276: Helps

Sunday, Dec. 4

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all
employees and volunteers who work
with children to participate in a Protecting
God’s Children awareness session. Through
the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and
other educational efforts of the diocese,
all people of the diocese can learn how to

discuss different aspects of abuse -- including sexual abuse -- with children and how
to teach them to protect themselves.
For an up-to-date listing, go to http://
www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.
The next session is scheduled for:

farmers, agricultural lenders and USDA
agencies resolve disputes in a confidential and non-adversarial setting outside
the traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for
Rural Kansans, toll free, 866-271-0853:
Helps farmers, ranchers, and their families to make a transition from farming
and ranching to non-farm employment.

Catholic Charities of SW Kansas in Dodge City needs items
for their non-food pantry (toilet paper, toothpaste, shampoo, dish soap, etc...). Call (620) 227-1562.
Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have
been a victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of
Dodge City, you are asked to contact Dave
Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620)

225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have
the right to directly contact the Department
for Children and Families/Kansas Protection
Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-9225330.
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Says Scripture Day speaker

Allow God to enter your chaos
By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
n a large screen in the Holy Family Social
Hall at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe was projected the image of Father
Richard Fragomeni. He was sitting in front of
a piano in his home in Chicago, peering quizzically into a webcam.
He wasn’t supposed to be there.
He was supposed to be in Dodge City
presenting “Jesus: The Human Face of God’s
Mercy” at the annual Scripture Day presentation, Nov. 3. His flight out of Chicago had
been grounded. He called the diocese to
let them know. Just hours later, some 200
people were expected at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe.
It was time to put on the thinking caps.
This is what happens when a bit of chaos
unexpectedly enters your life. But chaos
never ends with chaos. Turns out, Father
Fragomeni was able to present his program
via Skype. And because of the missed flight,
the audience in Dodge City was treated to
the occasional tapping of Father Fragomeni’s
piano keys as if a soundtrack to his presentation. (And perhaps most important of all,
because of the grounded flight the priest
was able to watch his beloved Cubs win the
World Series from right there at his sweet
home, Chicago.)
The story leading up to his presentation
had become a metaphor for his Scripture Day
topic, which had all to do with chaos.

O

“Mercy is God’s willingness to enter
into the human experience of chaos,
so that in the middle of our chaos we’ll
know we’re not alone. Knowing we’re
not alone, we’re set free from fear and
the slavery of fear.”

Photos by David Myers

Father Richard Fragomeni speaks at Scripture Day in Dodge City from his home
in Chicago. Below, participants pray together prior to the presentation.

“Mercy is God’s willingness to enter
into the human experience of chaos.”

“There is so much chaos right now, and the
worm at the core of all human chaos is the
fear of death, the uncertainty of life,” Father
Fragomeni told those gathered in the social
hall of the cathedral.
The fear of death leads to great insecurity
and even greater fear – fear of people from
other countries; fear of people of different
races; fear people of differing religious beliefs – which can lead to racism, xenophobia,
violence and war.
“We’re afraid of losing our place,” he said,
of losing what we have. This sort of fear can
lead to a distorted feeling of isolation.

“Mercy is God’s willingness to enter
into the human experience of chaos,
so that in the middle of our chaos we’ll
know we’re not alone.”

“We’re in a world where loneliness and
isolation are rampant,” Father Fragomeni
said. “We can be lonely because we don’t
want to reach out to others in the chaos. The
temptation is to think that we can do all this
on our own.”
Father Fragomeni told of a statue he once
viewed in which Mary held the child Jesus.
Yet, Mary was pregnant. He asked a priest
why the statue, which was in a Catholic
church, included a pregnant Mary, when, as
Catholics, we believe that Mary had no other
children.
“He told me that this is a statue of Mary
who is always ready to give birth to Christ in
every moment of chaos. Mary was the first
great disciple. Mary said yes to the angel
knowing the chaos it would bring. Mary said
yes, knowing she could be stoned to death.
She becomes the greatest saint.”

Freedom from being alone has a name, he
said: “Emmanuel. We enter into chaos knowing that Emmanuel will always be born to us.”

“Mercy is God’s
willingness to enter
into the human experience of chaos, so
that in the middle of
our chaos we’ll know
we’re not alone.
Knowing we’re not
alone, we’re set free
from fear and the
slavery of fear.
Then, set free from
fear, we can
enter into the chaos
of others. Thus, we
fulfil our destiny.
We become the very
mercy of the Father.”

Pope Francis: 14
ways to enter into
the chaos of
others:
feed the hungry
give drink to the thirsty
clothe the naked
welcome the stranger
heal the sick
visit the imprisoned
bury the dead
counsel the doubtful
instruct the ignorant
admonish sinners
comfort the afflicted
forgive offences
bear patiently those who
do you ill
pray for the living and 		
the dead

“Here’s a factoid,” Father Fragomeni said.
“’Be not afraid’ is spoken in the Bible 365
times, one time for each day of the year.”
He said that knowing Christ has entered
into the most chaotic periods of our lives sets
us free from fear “so that we may die before
we die, so that when we die, there’s not
much left of us to die, so we can really live
until they bury us (or cremate us according to
new Vatican norms).”
After several laughs and more than a few
puzzled faces, Father Fragomeni repeated
the quote a few times just to be sure his
audience caught on.

“Mercy is God’s willingness to enter
into the human experience of chaos,
so that in the middle of our chaos we’ll
know we’re not alone. Knowing we’re
not alone, we’re set free from fear and
the slavery of fear. Then, set free from
fear, we can enter into the chaos
of others.”

As the Year of Mercy comes to a close, can
Christians, being set free from fear, enter
into the chaos of others?
Father Fragomeni told the story of his
mother, who, at 94, called him on his 60th
birthday to ask if he was afraid of getting old.
“She said, ‘Don’t be afraid of getting old.
We’re all getting old, and this way we can
keep each other company.’
“She had entered into my chaos. She knew
what mercy meant, which she attributes to
being a church organist for 40 years.”
“’I went to five Masses every Sunday,’ she
told me. She showed me and my brother how
to die gracefully. Pope Francis gives us 14
ways to enter into the chaos of others (see
the sidebar at left). But be careful! We can’t
enter the chaos of others unless we have first
allowed God to enter into our chaos, setting
us free.”

“Mercy is God’s willingness to enter
into the human experience of chaos,
so that in the middle of our chaos we’ll
know we’re not alone. Knowing we’re
not alone, we’re set free from fear and
the slavery of fear. Then, set free from
fear, we can enter into the chaos of
others. Thus, we fulfil our destiny. We
become the very mercy of the Father.”
“On the seventh day, what did God see
that was good? People who were made in
the divine likeness of God.”
When we accept Christ into our chaos,
freeing us from fear so that we can enter
into the chaos of others, “we become what
we are made to be; we fulfill the destiny to
become merciful like the Father, to see with
only one vision. We become one body, one
spirit in Christ to go out and glorify the Lord
with our lives.”
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Of prognosticators and eclairs

W

as the election of new presidents
and other historic events predicted in centuries past? And if so, how
accurate were the predictions?
Predictions are often negative--having to do with rivers of fire, two-headed
dragons, and having your car break
down while driving to your aunt’s house
to pick up cinnamon rolls she made for
you the night before. (Some predictions
are very specific.)
Not all are negative. In Revelations
6:12, right after the “moon turns blood
red”, it reads: “Hot dogs and buns will
both be offered eight to a pack, giving
the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse
two hotdogs each. This is very convenient, as it is a long journey from their
ranch in Texas.”
Does Revelations say anything about
our new president-elect? I asked an
expert, Dr. Lloyd Tunscht of the United
States Institute of Greater Learning in
Bent Fender, Kentucky.
“No, not really,” he said. “The original
draft of Revelations did include a sentence that started out talking about ‘the
tangerine one’ rising to power, bringing
with him both celebration and gnashing of teeth. But then John, the author
of Revelations, crossed it out and wrote
down his grocery list. He may have been
sidetracked by ‘tangerine.’”
Edgar Cayce was said to have made his
predictions in his sleep. Among his more
notable predictions was that the pyramids were built by space aliens, and that
the lost city of Atlantis is not lost at all,
but was simply renamed Myrtle Beach
when nobody was paying attention. In
fact, you can still find ancient runes in
Myrtle Beach that read, “Welcome to
Atlantis! Hope ya’ enjoy your stay!”
Cayce didn’t say whether the aliens
who built the pyramids were undocumented, or even if we had documents
for aliens back then. The only clue is an
April 11, 1913 submission by Cayce, in
which he noted that a group of aliens
“had to go back to their home world because they forgot to bring a photo ID.”
Regarding the presidential election,
Cayce said, “Upon great authority have
I been assured that in the presidential
election of 2016, one candidate will win.
The other, I am told by the mysteries of
the universe, will lose. Of this there is no
doubt.”
He didn’t stop there. He went on to
say, “On the morning of the victory, the
winner will drink Folgers, because Folgers is mountain grown for better flavor.”
Others refer to Nostradamus for their
prognostications. I’m a fan of Nostradamus, and not entirely because of his cool
beard. Okay, it is entirely because of his
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Share some of your bread
By Mary
Sharon Moore

By Dave Myers
Editor

cool beard. Well, that and the fact that
one of his predictions tells where to get
a really good eclair. He even gave directions, which is weird because Jetmore
didn’t even exist back then.
In 1529, he referred to the recent election in “The Prophesies”. He wrote: “A
branch will fall from a tree, startling a cat.
The cat will sniff the branch and then walk
away, bored with the branch. A dog will
bark. The cat won’t respond, leading the
dog to wonder: Why is the cat ignoring
me? He will learn later that the cat was
disturbed about something and hadn’t
registered the dog’s bark. And the dog
shall lie down with the branch, on which it
will chew.”
“As you know, an emotionally disturbed
cat has long been held as a symbol of high
political achievement,” noted Dr. Phyllis
Hardy of the School of Applied Socio-Physics and Boot Repair in Rome. “Further,
we believe that the orangy-yellow color
of the cat in the prediction is symbolic of
orangy-yellow color of the current president-elect.”
Personally, I don’t believe in any of this,
except the part about the pyramids. And
Atlantis. And the cat.
Whether you are happy or saddened
by the results of the election, there are
two things on which we can all agree: 1)
The presidential race was ugly, and with
few exceptions seriously lacking in the
simplest Christian discipleship, and 2) We
hope as disciples of a Loving Lord that any
ugliness expressed toward our brothers and sisters in Christ is replaced with
compassion.
As Christians, we must hold those
elected to office to a higher standard, a
standard measured by the admonitions
of our Lord Jesus. As we come together
under our new president next January, we
must all continue to condemn any words
or actions of gross derision from elected
officials or members of the populace. Not
to do so is to condone them. To condone
them is to tell countless others that they
can do the same.
I find hope in our Loving Lord. Like our
Lord Jesus, we must never, ever lose faith
in the human spirit. Christ is with us—all
of us—every moment. And as children of
God, we should pray for our future president, the Congress, the Supreme Court,
and our country each and every day.
Bishop John B. Brungardt...President
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull   1971-1974
Margaret Klenke   1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2000
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Poor, Like
Jesus

I

duck into Novella Cafe to escape this
October drizzle.
Glass-enclosed Novella, in the lobby
of the public library, looks out onto the
heart of downtown Eugene. It’s a warm
and inviting place, where the ragged
people go. And it’s where I go on Sunday
afternoons.
I can get a cup of coffee here for a buck.
And I can sit at one of the tables and eat
my own food. A pretty good deal.
I scan the room for a table, one where
people already sit. Preferably the ones
with their backs to the counter, their
bedrolls banked against the wall. My
people.
“May I join you?” I ask.
I don’t quite get the woman’s name.
She makes room for me. “My friend will
be back shortly,” she says.
She says his name is Treetop. And when
he returns he looks as though he has been
washing up in the men’s room.
“I have a couple of sandwiches,” I say
to the pair. “Would you like a sandwich?
It’s fresh baked bread and fresh ground
peanut butter.”
“Oh, no, ma’am, we don’t want to take
your lunch,” Treetop says with a weathered, semi-toothless smile. “But that’s
kind of you to offer.”
“I already ate,” I say breezily.
Actually, one of the sandwiches was my
lunch. And actually, I did eat—feasted,
really—an hour earlier at the Eucharistic
banquet at my church. You know, the
body and blood of the risen Lord, cleverly
disguised as a thin wheat wafer and a sip
of port wine.
Treetop and his lady friend lean in,
their sandwiches remaining respectfully untouched in their ziplock bags. They
share with me some details of their lives,
a somewhat disjointed narrative. Whole
chapters seem to be missing.
I sense that they spare me the hard
parts, the heartaches, the bruises that

come from the blows of life’s unfairness.
Treetop and his lady friend no doubt
were among the 4,000, the 5,000, who
were drawn to this man Jesus, the itinerant preacher with a whole different vision
for the world. A world that holds space for
the ones at the margins.
My thoughts wander back to those days.
Am I the kid with the couple of loaves? Or
maybe I am one of those disciples suggesting to Jesus that he dismiss the crowds so
they can go into the local villages to get
something to eat.
But the logistics of love don’t work that
way.
“You give them some love,” Jesus
says.
At this I say, “Are we going to spend
two hundred days’ wages for love to feed
them?”
“How much love do you have?” Jesus
asks. “Go and see.”
When we figure out how much love we
have, we answer, “This much.” He tells us
to make the people sit down on the green
grass.
Then, taking the little bit of love that
we disciples have gathered, Jesus raises
his eyes to heaven, pronounces the blessing, breaks the love, and gives it to us to
distribute. People feed themselves on
love until they have their fill. And then
we gather up enough leftover love to fill
twelve baskets.
The multiplication of love, I think. I look
at Treetop, look at his lady friend. They
seem so appreciative of the moment, in
from the rain, warm with this moment of
human conversation.
For a moment I feel included in their
world. And for a moment, perhaps, they
feel included in mine.
And I think of a phrase from the Book
of Tobit: “Share with the hungry some of
your bread.” Some of your bread, it says.
I can do that.
Jesus, you know, never fed all hungry
people for all time. He fed a few. He did
not heal the wounds of all humanity for
all time. He touched and healed a few.
He shows me how it’s done. Now it’s my
turn.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2016. All Rights
Reserved. Mary Sharon Moore writes and
speaks nationwide on the nature of God’s
calling. Visit marysharonmoore.com.
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Pondering a merciful God who seeks the worn and the weakest
By Father D.A. Suglia
Catholic News Agency
am not often drawn to an image as I once
was while studying in the Seminary for
the priesthood. It was a simple picture of a
Catholic U.S. Navy Chaplain’s Field Mass with
servicemen during combat operations at
the Battle of Iwo Jima. The men are marines
and sailors in the midst of the sad reality of
combat.
It hung along the wall in one of the hallways at the Seminary of the Immaculate
Conception. I remember that when I saw it, I
was immediately drawn into the scene.
In the picture there is a priest standing on a
heavily sloped hill wearing simple vestments
draped over his military fatigues. He is seen
administering the Eucharist to a Marine who
was kneeling on a rocky and combat torn
hill. Behind the priest was a hasty altar and
canopy. Around this battle sanctuary were a
dozen or so Marines and sailors. They appear
captivated by the simple reception of Holy
Communion seen at the center of the frame.
Apparently they had little regard for the enemy that lay hidden somewhere nearby. The
photograph is equally strange, mysterious
and mystical.
It is strange because of the setting of a battleground that is still being hotly contested.
It is mysterious because it communicates the
singular focus on the Eucharist by the battle
weary men. They have come to pray with a
poignant air of grace about them despite the
anxiety of the scene.
It is mystical because in the Eucharist Jesus

I

Photographed by Technical Corporal Louis R. Burmeister. Official U.S. Marine Corps Photograph,
from the collections of the Naval History and Heritage Command.

Mass Atop Suribachi: Heads bowed in prayer, Marines attend Holy Mass on the
summit of Mount Suribachi on Iwo Jima, as one of their number receives communion from the Navy Chaplain who celebrated the Mass. The two Marines at
the right are spreading their ponchos (rain capes) to shield the improvised altar
from the high winds that rake the volcano peak.
is truly present in his Body, Blood,
Soul and Divinity. He is the mercy of
God expressed in the saving action of
the crucifix now transformed into the
sweetest of all the Sacraments, the
Eucharist.
He humbles himself (Phil 2:6) by
coming to these servicemen who
possess both desire and need of God.
Jesus seeks these combatants in the

Photo of the Week

“Speck”, pet cat of Catholic editor Dave Myers and his
wife, Charlene, reacts to another hour of pre-election
coverage. Behind Speck is Poe, who, thankfully, is too
young to understand the recent presidential race.

Builds
relationships
For information on the Pastoral
Ministry Formation program, contact
Coleen Stein, (620) 227-1538.

Father Dennis Anthony Suglia is a priest
of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, New
York. He served for four years as a commissioned officer (Captain) in the USMC.
He has lived in four countries and seven
U.S. states.

Pope Francis has done it again
By Jennifer Manning
Catholic News Agency
Editor’s Note: The following,
written soon after the Holy Father
addressed the U.S. Congress in
2015, offers a strong reminder of
what our new president must seek
to achieve after he is inaugurated
on Jan. 20, 2016.
e has reminded us of what it
means to be an elected official, a leader, a responsible citizen
of the world.
I had the privilege of watching
Pope Francis’ address to Congress
with my 11th grade students
[on Sept. 24, 2015]. The focus of
11th grade Religion in our school
is Morality and Ethics, and Pope
Francis offered a master class in
morality in his address. Below
are some of my class’s favorite
moments.
“You are called to defend and
preserve the dignity of your fellow citizens in the tireless and demanding pursuit of the common
good, for this is the chief aim of
all politics.”
Pope Francis used the word
“dignity” twelve times in his
remarks; human dignity is a
hallmark both of Pope Francis’
papacy and of Catholic morality.
This great dignity does not come
at a price, it is not earned. It is
ours simply because God has created us in his image and likeness.

H

Photo by David Myers

real and terrible contradiction of conflict and violence and his Love (1 John
4:16). He is the gentle master who
comes seeking them to console their
hearts. He is the One who can give
them rest (Mt. 8:18).
Let us celebrate and remember those
who served and have gone before us.
War is always dreadful regardless of
the outcome, and the loss of any hu-

man life is always tragic. However, sacrifice can justly be made for some greater
goodness. For 2,000 years since the first
Easter, we Christians have believed that
the tragedy of the Crucifixion is surmounted by the triumph of the resurrection. From suffering comes redemption.
God’s transcendent essence can calm
all storms. For us in “civilian” life God
wants to help us with the hurdles, hills
and valleys that are part of our everyday
ordinary lives. It begins with prayer and
the hope that God’s superfluous grace
will guide our hearts to truth and goodness.
Let us fill our hearts with hope that
our faith will lead us to knowing him
truly as he is. Jesus Christ is The Suffering Servant who consoles us by calling
us into a deeper relationship with him
and his Passion, Death and Resurrection.
His eternal hope for us is to be reunited
together forever with him in the kingdom
to come. May our veterans who made
the ultimate sacrifice and the souls of the
faithful departed, through the Mercy of
God rest in peace.

Because of this inherent dignity,
each and every human life, at every age and every stage, must be
respected and loved—regardless
of the circumstances. The centrality of human dignity is what
prompts so many to defend the
unborn, the elderly, the inmates
on death row, the immigrants, the
young. The universality of human
dignity transcends any and all
political labels that we try to use
because dignity is a Divine invention, not a political one.
“Let us remember the Golden
Rule: ‘Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you’
(Matthew 7:12).”
Is it a coincidence that every
major world religion has the
Golden Rule as the foundation of its moral code? Pope
Francis reminds us, again, of
the universality of the principle,
“Love your neighbor as you love
yourself.” Speaking about the
refugee crisis, he urges, “We must
not be taken aback by their [the
refugees’] numbers, but rather
view them as persons, seeing
their faces and listening to their
stories, trying to respond as best
we can to their situation. To
respond in a way which is always
humane, just and fraternal. We
need to avoid a common temptation nowadays: to discard whatever proves troublesome.”

It is far too easy to be indifferent to the suffering that surrounds us daily, let alone the
suffering that is worlds away.
Pope Francis calls us, as Christ
does, to see the suffering around
us and to respond, to be “promoters of a culture of encounter,” as
he told the U.S. Bishops yesterday. We all want to be loved and
to be treated with compassion.
Pope Francis urges us, “if we want
security, let us give security; if
we want life, let us give life; if we
want opportunities, let us provide
opportunities. The yardstick we
use for others will be the yardstick
which time will use for us. If we
want to be shown mercy, we must
show mercy ourselves.
“A nation can be considered
great when it defends liberty
as Lincoln did, when it fosters a
culture which enables people to
‘dream’ of full rights for all their
brothers and sisters, as Martin
Luther King sought to do, when it
strives for justice and the cause
of the oppressed, as Dorothy
Day did by her tireless work, the
fruit of a faith which becomes
dialogue and sows peace in the
contemplative style of Thomas
Merton.”
In other words, if we want this
nation to be great, we need to
earn it. This is a decision that we
Continued on Page 18
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Reflections on service: The wonder of Mercy
ABOUT BRIAN BUSSEN: For the last decade, Bussen, who works for Denver
Public Schools, has traveled to Los Angeles four to five weeks per year to volunteer with Missionary Charity Brothers, working with the poorest of the poor
who live on the streets, in the alleys, and under the bridges of Los Angeles.
Bussen has spent much time volunteering in homeless shelters and working
on the streets of Denver, Baltimore, New York, and other cities throughout
the United States.
Brian is a friend of Sister Rosemary Stein, OP, to whom he first submitted
the story below. Bussen said it was written in a coffeehouse in downtown Los
Angeles on several napkins.
By Brian Bussen
Special to the Catholic
os Angeles--Some say love is abstract,
mysterious, nebulous, and hard to
define. However, I say it is very concrete.
Each time we smile at a person, or say
hello, or acknowledge him or her, that is
love in action, that is love in its solidness.
When we offer our assistance to a person
whether at work, at home, on the streets,
or out in the community--love is experienced in its clearest form.
The ability to recognize and apply
love in all its form, i.e… helping, caring,
encouraging, and comforting others, is
the highest accomplishment of humanity and the superlative form of goodness.
For God is Love, and He shows His love
through you and me by our actions of
love toward those that we encounter
each day of our lives.
Each time we serve others in their
times of need, loneliness, sadness, and in

L

their poverty, we are serving the brokenness of our Lord. How beautiful it is to
give of ourselves, and to bring comfort
to those who suffer from hunger, from
loneliness, from poverty and from many
other difficulties that life presents to each
of us. It is in our brokenness, where one
finds our Lord and where one can serve
Him, love Him and be with Him.
Our Lord desires and longs for love and
mercy from each one of us. Love and
mercy are one and the same, both are
the spirit of God--a loving, merciful, and
forgiving God who asks us to show others
who He is by our actions of goodness,
kindness, and love to each person that we
meet.
Each time we show mercy to another
person, that person has a personal encounter with the loving and merciful God.
Throughout humanity, love has been
the underlying theme: people taking care
of their loved ones in many forms such

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

At left is
Brian Bussen
(center) with
Saint Mother
Teresa’s
Missionary
of Charity
Brothers.
Photo courtesy
of Brian Bussen

as feeding, clothing, and instructing their
families, neighbors, and strangers.
Even Socrates was especially concerned with making oneself as good as
possible--a person of good character.
Plato spoke of the Philosopher King
which, in part, expresses that a leader
must be concerned for the good of the
people rather than himself/herself.
Is not love the undercurrent of that
thought? That idea? That insight?
We are all called to serve each other
with love, goodness, and peace. Then, at
the end of our earthly journey, each one
of us will stand before our Creator and
He, the Father of mercy, I believe will ask

Heartland Center to host
Advent Retreat Dec. 2-4

T

he theme of the upcoming Advent retreat hosted by the Heartland Center
at the Dominican Sisters of Peace Motherhouse in Great Bend is, “The Hope and
Joy of Advent.”
“Join us as we reflect on some of
Caryll Houselander’s wonderful words
of wisdom from Sister Renee’s favorite Advent reflection book, and some
inspiring reflections from one of speaker
Marcia Bercheck’s favorite authors, Paula
D’Arcy.
“We will share quiet times and prayer
times and talking together times. All of
our activities will be optional so as to
give participants freedom to do whatever
they most need. Massages and short
individual times with one of us or our
spiritual directors on staff will be offered,
and hopefully the weather will allow
some outdoor time. Sunday offers sung
morning prayer with the Sisters and/or
Mass for those who desire to join the
Sisters in their Sunday services.”

Schedule

The retreat begins Friday, Dec. 2, at 7
p.m. and concludes after Mass on Sunday, Dec. 4, 11:30 a.m.

Fees
www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

three questions: Did you love? Did you
serve? Were you faithful and believed in
Me?
If we can say “Yes, yes, my Lord in spite
of all my weaknesses, flaws, selfishness, troubles, mistakes, and doubts, I
truly tried to serve you through serving
others the best that I knew how.” Then
in the mercy and infinite compassion of
our Lord, I hope He will say--well done
my faithful servant. Now enter into My
Kingdom that I have prepared for you,
my child.
Therefore, let us all do something great
in the eyes of our Lord--serve and love
one another.

$125 - includes retreat, meals, and a
room for two nights at the Center.
or $25 retreat fee; $35 overnight room;
$6 breakfast; $10 lunch; $8 Sunday
brunch

Additional fees:
$15 for 20 min. spiritual direction session
Massage: $25 for 30 min.

Presented by:

Sister Renee Dreiling, OP, a Dominican
Sister of Peace, serves as Director of the
Center. She has a Master’s of Divinity
with an emphasis in Pastoral Counseling.
She enjoys companioning others as they
seek meaning in their daily experiences
and a deeper awareness of the spiritual,
and believes that integration of the
whole person brings peace.
Marcia Bercheck, OPA, is a graduate
of the SpiritLife program with spiritual
director training offered through the
Heartland Center for Spirituality. Her
background also includes 26 years of
teaching in elementary education. She
says, “the Lord continues to open doors
for me. All I need to do is walk through
that unlocked door!”

To register

To register, call 620-792-1232, or go
to http://heartlandspirituality.org/programs/sacramental-retreats/.

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

November 20, 2016

Page 7

Pope Francis lauds women religious in ﬁght against traﬃcking
By HANNAH BRoCKHAuS
atican City, Nov 7, 2016 (CNA/EWTN
News).- Pope Francis met in Rome
with a unique group involved in the fight
against human trafficking, where he noted the particular contributions of women
religious, which often go unnoticed.
“Your activity in this area reminds us,”
the Pope said Nov. 7, of “the enormous
and often silent efforts which have been
made for many years by religious congregations, especially women’s congregations, to care for those wounded in their
dignity and scarred by their experiences.
“I think especially of the distinctive
contribution made by women in accompanying other women and children on a
deeply personal journey of healing and
reintegration,” he said.
The Pope met with RENATE, a European network of religious who are
committed to work together in the fight
against human trafficking and exploitation. Members consist of women religious, priests and laypersons who all
have professional training in fields such
as psychology, counseling, law and law
enforcement.
During his audience with the group,
Pope Francis acknowledged both what has
been accomplished and what still needs to
be done in combating the problem.
“Much more needs to be done on the
level of raising public consciousness and
effecting a better coordination of efforts
by governments, the judiciary, law enforcement officials and social workers,”
he said.
The group’s second assembly, titled
“The End of Trafficking Begins with Us,”
took place in Rome Nov. 6-12. Taking
place at the Roman hotel Tra Noi, the
conference focuses on the mission that
they are “Called to give voice to the
voiceless.” In addition to the audience

V

with Pope Francis, participants also will hear several
talks and visit shelters.
Noting how it was fitting for
the conference to take place
during the Jubilee of Mercy,
the Pope said how “in this
season of grace, all of us are
invited to enter more deeply
into the mystery of God’s
mercy.”
And like the Good Samaritan, we are all called to bring
“the balm of that mercy” to
the many “open wounds” in
our society.
“One of the most troubling
of those open wounds,” he
stated, “is the trade in human beings, a
modern form of slavery, which violates
the God-given dignity of so many of our
brothers and sisters and constitutes a
true crime against humanity.”
Stressing how women and children are
usually the most affected by the “scourge”
of human trafficking, Francis expressed his
appreciation for the efforts of those present to raise public awareness.
The Pope thanked them for their
“faithful witness to the Gospel of mercy,
as demonstrated in your commitment
to the recovery and rehabilitation of
victims.
“As you well know, one of the challenges to this work of advocacy, education and coordination is a certain indifference and even complicity, a tendency on
the part of many to look the other way
where powerful economic interests and
networks of crime are at play,” he said.
“I trust that your sharing of experiences, knowledge and expertise in these
days will contribute to a more effective
witness to the Gospel in one of the great
peripheries of contemporary society.”

“Your activity in this area reminds us,” the
Pope said Nov. 7, of “the enormous and often silent efforts which have been made for
many years by religious congregations, especially women’s congregations, to care for
those wounded in their dignity and scarred
by their experiences.

KANSAS STATISTICS
So far in 2016

Since 2007

40 cases reported
159 calls made

Total calls 1,108
Total victims reported
517

29 sex trafficking
(15 minors)
6 labor trafficking
5 not specified

Vibrant Ministries — Uniting Our Church
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Giving Thanks
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The spiritual benefits of offering continual appreciation

What are you most thankful for?
y family and
“I am very thankful for m
But most imfriends, and our health.
for my Cathoportantly I am thankful
tion to God.”
lic faith, and my connec
s

“I’d say my friends, because we hold each other
accountable and lift each
other up to be better
Catholics.”
-- Luke Blair

-- Vincent Rickett

“I am so thankful for good
health (especially after going through this Bell’s Palsy
for the past six weeks). I am
thankful that my parents
are still with us and were
able to celebrate 70 years
together. Also, so thankful
for the job I have and my
children and their jobs. I
feel so blessed with family
and friends!

“LeRoy and I both feel that for many years
now, we have been most grateful for little children. Whether they have been grandchildren,
great grandchildren, grandfriends at St. Joseph
school, or coaching little boys and girls learning
to play basketball. Joyous!”

-- Sharla Thill

“I am thankful for the peace we
experience living in this nation, surrounded by my family, and friends;
and I’m thankful for meeting different people in our midst.”

-- Mercedes Helms

-- Jolene Thurston

“I am most thankful for my
call to be a Dominican Sister
at the age of five when I was
in the first grade at St. Mary’s
School in Garden City. And
after more than 60 years of
vowed life I am most thankful that I had enough sense to
say ‘Yes’ to follow Jesus into
the Dominican way of life as a
teenager.”

“I’m most thankful for family! Those God
gives and those you are able to make become
part of your family! We don’t know how long
we get to have with one another, so every
moment is a blessing from God with these
people!”

-- Sister Jolene Geier, OP

-- Robert Fisher

“I am thankful for my
family and the ministry I
have been given: to raise
my children in our faith
and to help other families
to do the same.”

-- Anne Shaughnessy

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
You give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
Loving God, fill us with the desire to be with
you in all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on
our journey to holiness.

Merciful God, bless
our efforts to
unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us,
Form our faith and
Strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The

joy of giving;
the art of

&
T

giving thanks

he joy of giving requires of us an appreciation for what we have, and the knowledge
that EVERYTHING we have is a gift from a
loving Lord. This joy gives birth to the desire
to share with others what we have, to pass on
God’s great gifts.
The art of giving thanks is the art of reimagining the ordinary as extraordinary, and the
Mass helps us week after week to reinvigorate
that imagination.
Father Richard Fragomeni shared this
insight from his home in Chicago via SKYPE to
a large crowd at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe during the Diocesan Scripture Day,
Nov. 3.
“With our enchanted imagination, we begin
to believe that everything is a gift, that everything in the cosmos—even a drop of water …
celebrates the vastness of God’s mercy.
“The Liturgy of the Word,” he said, “is there
to spark that imagination.”
The goal of the homily, he explained, is not
to instruct, but to inspire a person to give
thanks and praise.
And the Eucharistic Prayer? It “trains us to
give thanks and praise,” Father Fragomeni
continued. “It forms us to enter into the chaos
of others. I understand how it’s a duty to give
thanks and praise, but here we say it’s our
salvation. We don’t take Holy Communion,
we receive it.
“We live in a culture that takes everything
for granted. We are saved when we give
thanks and praise everywhere, because we
receive it all as a gift.”
Father Fragomeni told the story of his mother who was living in an assisted living center.
One day she was making her way down the
hall, slowly pushing her walker, when another
resident who had gone off her medication
pushed her violently onto the floor. Father
Fragomeni’s mother broke several bones, including two ribs, and died a few months later.
Even in her intense pain, she offered sincere
appreciation: “On the back of the funeral
prayer card, she had written, ‘If I had all the
riches and money in the world, I would never
have been able to afford all that God has
given me in my life, free of charge.”

P

lease pray for the success of
the Appeal and be generous
in your support of it when asked
to give. Together as one family of
Christ, we will realize the hopes
and dreams of all our people.
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Prairie Land Foods

Community program gives big discounts for volunteer efforts
By REBECCA FoRD
Catholic Charities of SW Kansas
t takes a little planning, but there are
four things I really like about the Prairie
Land Food Program: cheaper food (up
to 50 percent off retail prices), community involvement, access throughout
southwest Kansas, and the option to pay
with several forms of payment, including
SNAP (the food stamp Vision card).

I

Food at Reduced Cost

The whole purpose of Prairie Land
Food is to provide quality family food at a
reduced cost. Once a month, Prairie Land
Food looks at market trends and then
sets a menu of 13-14 items, including five
meat items, for their signature Prairie
Pak of food that costs $30. The food
items are those that you would expect
for the main course of any family meal
or gathering, such as a pound each of
lean ground beef, pork chops, hot dogs,
sausage, and meat balls, and a variety of
seasonal fresh fruits and vegetables. You
can order just the meat ($17), or just the
vegetables and fruit ($14). You can also
also order a “Mega Box” for $35, and additional value pack items; some examples
of extras from the most recent menu
include:
Steak and Cheese Calzones - $18 (30
1.66 oz Mini Steak and Cheese Calzone

Crescents)
Ground Beef Patties - $20 (5 lbs of
1/4 lb ground beef patties)
Hog Wild - $24 (15 6 oz Center Cut,
Boneless Pork Chops)
Salmon Filets - $22 (Twelve 4 oz
Wild Caught Salmon Filets individually
wrapped; 3 lbs total)

If you do ANY volunteer
work, you are eligible

The only requirement to participate
in Prairie Land Food is that you volunteer. There’s no other requirement or
term commitment. There’s no expectation about how much or how little you
make. Prairie Land Food advocates an
awareness about what we can do as
individuals and families to help one
another, whether that is calling to check
on a friend, offering a ride, giving blood,
coaching a team, helping someone
move, singing in the church choir, etc.
Since we are advocates of community
and the common good here at Catholic
Charities, how can we not like this aspect of the Prairie Land Food program?!
By the way, if you’re looking for some
place to volunteer, call us!

operates throughout
southwest Kansas

For assisted suicide foes in
Colorado, a loss at the ballot box

D

enver, Colo. (CNA) - In a lopsided
Election Day vote, Colorado voters
decided to legalize assisted suicide. Foes
of the ballot measure warned that it will
have grave consequences for the vulnerable.
“The mission we have as citizens of
Colorado should be to help people live
with dignity – not to offer them more
options to kill themselves,” the Colorado
Catholic Conference said Nov. 9.
Colorado voters approved assisted suicide by a vote of 65 percent to 35 percent.
The conference said the passage of the
assisted suicide measure was “a great
travesty of compassion and choice for the
sick, the poor, the elderly and our most
vulnerable residents.”
The ballot measure, modeled on a 22year-old Oregon law, is called the Colorado End-of-Life Options Act. It uses the
language of “medical aid in dying.”
It will allow an adult with a terminal
illness to request a lethal prescription
from their physician. The person must
be deemed mentally competent and two
physicians must diagnosis the person as
having six months or fewer to live. The
measure requires self-administration of
the drug, called secobarbital, which is also
used for lethal injections in some states.
The ballot measure requires the official
cause of death to be listed as a patient’s
underlying condition, not as an assisted

suicide.
Barbara Coombs, president of legal assisted suicide advocacy group Compassion
and Choices, said the vote was “an especially tremendous victory for terminally ill
adults who worry about horrific suffering
in their final days,” the Associated Press
reports.
The state’s Catholic conference rejected
depictions of assisted suicide as a private
choice: “killing, no matter what its motives, is never a private matter; it always
impacts other people and has much wider
implications.”
The measure will deepen divisions of
race, ethnicity, and income, the conference charged.
“As Pope Francis has noted it only
furthers a ‘throwaway’ culture,” it said.
“Proposition 106 has legalized the ability
of a doctor to write prescriptions for the
sole purpose of killing another human
being and the ability of insurance companies to refuse treatment of patients they
consider terminal.”
Divine Mercy Supportive Care, a Colorado-based nonprofit hospice and palliative health care provider, declared itself a
“no-kill provider” in the wake of the vote.
The Catholic organization’s policies follow
the U.S. bishops’ ethical and religious
directives for Catholic health care.
The organization presented itself as
Continued on Page 14

Another great thing about Prairie
Land Food is that it operates throughout
southwest Kansas. Actually, they operate
throughout Kansas, Nebraska and Oklahoma. The point is, there is sure to be a
place close by you where you can pick up
your Prairie Land Food Pack whether you
live in Cimarron, Dighton, Dodge City,
Garden City, Great Bend, LaCrosse, Liberal, Minneola, Pratt, Satanta, Scott City,
St John, Stafford, Sublette, or Ulysses.
How do you do that? Keep reading!

Requires a little planning

Order and Delivery Schedule: To participate in Prairie Land Food, you need
to place your order by a certain day each
month, and pick it up on a certain day.
If you can’t pay by the time the order is
due, you can contact June Glasgow at
800-998-9436, or at june@prairielandfood.com to make arrangements for a
late payment so that you can still get
your food on time. If you are not able to
pick up your food on the delivery date,
you must make arrangements to have a
friend pick it up for you! This is important! Any unclaimed food will be donated, and there are no refunds.
Process: Once all of the orders are
received, volunteers (out of Topeka)
work to get all of the food ready to
ship to each site, and then loaded onto

temperature controlled semi-trucks, and
sent on their way. Once the trucks reach
the host site, the bulk order is unloaded
by volunteers and sorted out to complete
each participant’s order.
Host Sites: Host sites include churches,
organizations, businesses and community
centers who want to get involved in a
greater cause. These host sites are where
you would go to pick up your food when
it arrives on the distribution date. To find
out where the closest host site is for your
location in southwest Kansas, contact
June Glasgow at 800-998-9436, or at
june@prairielandfood.com.

Accepts Several Forms of Payment,
including the Vision Card

Placing your order is easy. Many people
place their order for the following month
when they pick up their food for the current month. You can pay for food with cash,
checks (at most locations), and Vision Cards
(SNAP, also known as food assistance). You
can also click here to order online with echecks, or debit and credit cards.
I am often telling people who walk
through our doors about Prairie Land
Food. Even though it takes a little bit of
effort and planning, it seems like a good
deal that is in line with some very human-centered values.
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La alegría brota de un corazón agradecido

D

obispo
John B. Brungardt

ar las gracias. Reconocer las
cosas buenas. Ser agradecido. Piense en una persona que
conoce que sea a menudo agradecida, que por lo general dice
“¡Gracias!” le muestra aprecio a
usted o a otras personas. Tal vez
la persona está agradecida por un
objeto dado. Posiblemente está
agradecida por un servicio que se
le hizo. ¿Y si simplemente apreciamos su presencia o su amistad?

“Finalmente sean agradecidos... con corazón agradecido...
dando gracias a Dios” (Colosenses
3,15-17). Somos un pueblo eucarístico, un pueblo de la acción
de gracias. Mons. Jackels describe
su hora santa diaria como un
simple reflejo de su gratitud al
Señor por las muchas bendiciones
que recibió en la jornada pasada.
El papa Francisco escribe sobre
“el espíritu de gratitud. ... La

alegría de hombres y mujeres que
aman a Dios atrae a otros a él. ...
La alegría brota de un corazón
agradecido. En verdad, hemos
recibido mucho, tantas gracias,
tantas bendiciones, y nos regocijamos en esto” (Hombres de la
Misericordia, pág. 118).
A veces es difícil ser agradecido
y por lo tanto encontrar la alegría,
cuando estamos sufriendo. Confíen en Jesús y María, que en-

tienden el sufrimiento. Abramos
nuestros corazones a una mayor
conciencia de la presencia de Dios
en nuestras vidas. Incluso en los
tiempos difíciles, el Señor nos
dará la paz en nuestros corazones,
diéndonos así algo por lo cual
estar agradecidos, lo que nos dará
alegría. ¡Jesús nos ama tanto!
¡Tengan un bendito Día de Acción
de Gracias!
+ Monseñor John, obispo

¿Estás dispusto a caminar a tu muerte por Cristo?

St. José Sánchez del Río

Por la HERMANA ANGELA EREVIA, MCDP
Directora del Ministerio Hispano
or toda la historia de la Iglesia Católica, se sabe que
la persecusión ha sido una causa para propagar el
Evangelio. Después de la muerte y la resurrección de Jesús
en Jerusalén, los Apóstoles mismos fueron perseguidos
por su fe en Jesús. Se dispersaron a diferentes partes del
mundo para predicar lo que Jesús les había enseñado
acerca del Reino de Dios. Siguiendo el ejemplo de Jesús
que dio su vida para salvarnos de nuestros pecados, todos
ellos dieron su vida por su fe en Jesucristo, Hijo de Dios
e Hijo de María.
Desde el 1926 al 1929 en México, bajo la presidencia de
Plutarco Elías Calles, la Iglesia Católica otra vez más fue
perseguida. El Presidente Calles cerró todas las Iglesias
Católica con la intención de eliminar el poder de la Iglesia
Católica y las organizaciones asociadas con ella. También
suprimió todas las celebraciones religiosas populares de
los sacramentos en todas las comunidades locales. Los
sacerdotes católicos y los laicos por igual fueron fusila-

P
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obispo
Ronald M.
Gilmore
Obispo
Emeritus
de Dodge
City

dos y/o exiliados; muchos se vinieron a
los Estados Unidos. Hombres y mujeres,
conocidos como los Cristeros, se levantaron
contra el gobierno mexicano en defense de
su fe católica.
Entre los Cristeros estaba un niño de
catorce años llamado José Sánchez del
Río, más bien conocido como Joselito. La
convicción de su fe en Jesús se refleja en Hermana Maria Consuelo Garcia Sifuentes, MCMI y Padre Rene Guesnier
su lema: “Ahora más que nunca es tan fácil
ganarse el cielo.” Así como Jesús caminó
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en Dodge City. Grupos de
a su muerte en una cruz, Joselito lo imitó al caminar a Arcoiris existen en Catedral en Dodge City, Santa María
su muerte por fusilamiento por su fe en Cristo, mientras en Garden City, Santa Helena en Hugoton, y San Antonio
gritaba sin miedo: “Viva Cristo Rey.” El Papa Francisco lo de Padua en Liberal. Después de una comida deliciosa
proclamó santo el 16 de octubre, 2016. Hoy lo veneramos casera y ver la película, Para Mayor Gloria, el grupo hizo
como San José Sánchez del Río.
una peregrinación a Seward para visitar con el Padre Rene
El Padre Rene Guesnier, OSB, de San Francisco Xavier y venerar la reliquia de Joselito. Les presentamos a los
en Seward, KS, consiguió una reliquia de Joselito. El 15 jóvenes de hoy a Joselito como un modelo de fe. Nuestra
de octubre para el Año de la Misericordia, los miembros oración es: “San Joselito, ponemos a nuestros jóvenes bajo
de Arcoiris hicieron una peregrinación a la Catedral de tu protección y guía. Amén.”

rte y la alegría de dar gracias

N

uestro querido Editor,
el mismo un hombre de
una cálida alegría, sugirió algo
sobre el “arte y la alegría de dar
gracias” en su artículo de esta
semana.
Para causarle gracia, propongo una simple verdad: sin arte,
no hay alegría, y no hay acción
de gracias. Al menos, ninguna
alegría duradera.
El arte que se necesita aquí

es el arte de recibir las primeras
cosas primero. Es el arte de
poner las cosas en el lugar apropiado. Es el arte del orden.
La ‘alegría’ deseada aquí es
la tranquilidad que viene del
orden. Es calma. Es serenidad.
Lo demás es lo que nos llena y
nos completa.
El ‘truco’ aquí es ponerlos
en orden. Debemos estar bien
con Dios, debemos estar bien

los unos con los otros, debemos estar bien con el mundo,
debemos estar bien con nuestro
ser que está herido: todos estos
deben estar en orden primero:
La alegría viene después de algo
más: la alegría viene de poner
en orden todas estas relaciones.
Tomen un solo ejemplo.
Solamente hay dos formas de
amor. Cuando el amado/a esta
ausente, añoran su presencia.

Cuando el amado/a esta presente, simplemente descansan
en su cercanía. Placer viene de
lo demás. Una alegría profundad y llena de satisfacción es el
resultado de lo demás.
¿Y el ‘dar gracias?’ Esa brota
por naturaleza de la alegría.
Brota del placer. Es la primera palabra de cualquier amor
desinteresado.

Sesiones de conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido víctima de abuso sexual por
algún clérigo, o cualquier empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor
comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620)
225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net.
Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a Social Relief
Services, 1-800-922-4453.

La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y
voluntarios que trabajan con menores a asistir
a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger
a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están
disponibles en ambos inglés y español. Son

conducidos por gente de nuestra Diócesis
especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores.
Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias,
escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.
dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.
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Newman University students look forward to being

First generation college graduates

From Newman University
Special to the Catholic
aria Martinez and Gabriela
Figueroa both have one semester
left before they graduate with education
degrees earned at the Newman University Western Kansas Center in Dodge City.
While they may have the same choice
in majors, however, Martinez and
Figueroa have few things in common.
Martinez is married and a proud
mother of three, while Figueroa is happily independent. Martinez regularly
returns to her hometown of Mexico City,
and Figueroa has only returned a couple
of times to her hometown of Tecolotlán, Mexico. Martinez, who came to the
United States when she was 25, speaks
with a thick accent, whereas Figueroa,
who came at 15, does not.
Yet one thing the two women do share
is the fact that they will both soon be the
first in their families to graduate from
college.
The Newman Western Kansas Center
has helped many students over the years
who come from families in which parents
and siblings do not have a college education. Western Kansas Center Director
Jessica Bird said first generation college
students like Martinez and Figueroa, as
well as many adult students, find Newman is a good fit because of the attention
they receive from faculty as well as the
close-knit atmosphere of the classrooms.
“The advising process helps make the
students comfortable with going back to
college and is very personalized,” Bird
said, “and the students become very
close, much like family, and offer support
to each other throughout the program.”
Martinez was the youngest of 12 children and grew up in the Mexican capital.
She attended elementary through high
school in Mexico City and moved to Garden City after meeting her husband, who
had worked in Garden City for five years
and moved back and forth between
the United States and Mexico. Because
she and her husband did not speak any
English, she enrolled in English as a
Second Language (ESL) classes at Garden
City Community College and eventually
learned the language and started taking
college courses. She said it was difficult
because she still had a full-time job and a
family to care for.
Another obstacle for Martinez was that
she often found that she was the oldest
in the class and had a thick accent.
“I was afraid to participate,” she said.
“But eventually I got more confidence.”
Martinez said with the help of her
teachers and after-class tutors, she was
able to maintain a 3.8 GPA throughout
college. Her three children were also a
driving force to keep her grades high.
When Martinez finishes student teaching in December, she will start looking
for kindergarten and first-grade teaching
positions. However, she said that won’t
be the end of her educational journey.
“Later on, I want to learn sign language,” she said.
Martinez’s three children, who speak

M

Spanish and English, have
learned some sign language
in school and they often use
it at home.
“When they want to
hide something from their
father, they speak English
and when they want to hide
something from both of us
they sign to each other,”
she said.
Figueroa came from a decidedly smaller family. Until
she was 10, she lived with
her older sister, mother and
an abusive father. Then,
her mother left her father
and a year later her mother
ABOVE: Gabriela Figueroa with her fiance, Devon,
was tragically taken from
and Skye the dog. RIGHT: Maria Martinez, second
her, leaving only Figueroa
from right, with her husband and family. Maria
and her sister. Figueroa’s
grew up in Mexico City, while Gabirela was reared
brother, who is 12 years
in Tecolotlán, Mexico.
older and who lived in
California at the time, then
moved back to Mexico to take on the
role of guardian for his two orphaned sisLast semester, Gabriela said, when she was overwhelmed
ters. They were not complete strangers,
by work and classes and felt like giving up, her sister told her,
though, as he had visited them as often
as he could.
“Mom never finished elementary school, and you’re about
“I remember he would visit every two
to be an elementary teacher. You’ve done so great. Just keep
years,” she said. “It was very exciting
pushing.”
when he was coming to town.”
Figueroa said that she and her siblings
then bounced around Mexico, living with
friends, but that eventually her brother
decided that if they wanted a chance at
a better life they needed to move to the
United States.
“The principal at the middle school or
high school, I can’t remember, said ‘You
need to get her out of here,’” Figueroa
said. “At that point, I had lost so much
that I had no attachments.”
She then moved to Dodge City, where
her sister had been living for a few years,
and enrolled in high school. Not knowing the language, however, she always
felt like an outsider. The next few years
of high school were a blur. She moved
from Dodge City to Downey, Calif., where
she had other extended family, and she
said she never felt like she could focus on
school, especially because she was still
learning English.
“I remember, now that I’m older, all
of my other classmates were applying to
colleges or community colleges around
there,” she said. “I never did that.”
Instead, Figueroa moved back to
Dodge City with the goal of securing a
job and gaining her independence. In
the next few years after graduation, she
moved back and forth between Dodge
City and California, finally deciding to
remain in Dodge City and get her life on
track.
“I was like, ‘Ok, Gabee. You’re 21. You
need to get it together,’” she said.
Figueroa said then she met someone
who helped her change her life: Tamara
Davis, attorney at law and partner at Davis
and McCann, P.A. in Dodge City. Figueroa
said working with an educated woman
like Davis inspired her to go to Dodge City
Continued on Page 17
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‘Archangels’ collect food for needy
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Resources for Medical Assistance

T

he benefits of good health coverage include lower costs when
medical conditions are treated
early, less absenteeism from work
or school, fewer emergency room
visits, and lower insurance rates for
everyone. Unfortunately, not all Kansans have access to affordable health
care. The resources listed below are
meant to change that by providing
resources for low-cost or even free
health care and prescription coverage. Keep in mind that once you’ve
received approval for any of these
programs, you’ll most likely need to
reapply every year.

Resources for Low-Cost
Medical Care

La CROSSE -- PSR (Parish School of Religion) students from St. Michael the Archangel
Parish are shown here with the bags of items that were collected for the Rush County
Food Bank between Oct. 22 and Nov. 2. Paper bags with notes attached were given out
at the Masses on the weekend of the 22nd and 23rd, asking parishioners to bring their
donated items for the Food Bank back to the churches the following weekend or during
the week. Notes were sent home to the students’ parents asking for donations. On
Wednesday, Nov. 2, the high school PSR students delivered all the items to the Food
Bank during their PSR class time. It was a successful reminder to remember to care for
those in need.

Heart of Kansas Family Health
Care, Inc. (1905 19th St, Great Bend,
KS) provides comprehensive primary
health and behavioral services based
upon identified community needs
to individuals and families in Great
Bend and the surrounding area that
otherwise would not have access
to this care, regardless of ability to
pay. All insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, and the Farm Worker Program
are accepted. A sliding scale of discounted fees is available to those
who qualify. Bilingual services include office visits, preventative care
for all ages, health education and
treatment for diabetes, hypertension and high cholesterol, school
physicals, DOT physicals, laboratory
work, assistance with medications,
limited referrals to specialists, and
counseling. For more information,
or to schedule an appointment, call
620-792-5700.
Kansas HealthWave provides
low-cost or no-cost health insurance for families with children. For
those who qualify, services are provided through a managed care plan,

through a primary care case management program, or on a fee for service
basis. Services may include office
visits, regular check-ups, immunizations, hospital services, inpatient
and outpatient hospital, lab and xray, prescription drugs, eye doctor
exams and glasses, hearing services,
home health services and speech,
physical and occupational therapy.
Services may also include mental
health services, and dental services
for children. For more information,
call 1-800-792-4884.
Patient Advocate Foundation is a
national non-profit organization that
provides free mediation and arbitration services to patients to remove
obstacles to healthcare including
medical debt crisis, insurance access
issues and employment issues for
patients with chronic, debilitating
and life-threatening illnesses. Patient
Advocate Foundation serves as an
active liaison between the patient
and their insurer, employer and/or
creditors to resolve insurance, job
retention and/or debt crisis matters
relative to their diagnosis through
case managers, doctors and attorneys. Patient Advocate Foundation
seeks to safeguard patients through
effective mediation assuring access
to care, maintenance of employment
and preservation of their financial
stability. If you have a chronic, debilitating or life threatening illness and
would like to have direct communication with a member of PAF Patient
Services, call us at 800-532-5274.
We have access to a wide variety of
resources and can offer intervention
if necessary.

Resources for Prescription
Assistance

Tell Your Doctor that You Need
Help. It is possible that your doctor
Continued on Page 19

Do you have questions about
your Medicare drug
coverage?

L to R: Mara Huck, Dana Rich,
Mike Morrison, Matt Morrison,
Krista Morrison
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Free child care assistance available for single moms, preschoolers
By Kaushikee Sanyal
ingle mothers often remain busy
working to earn for the family or
attending college for higher degrees.
Hence, they require secure, affordable
and reliable daycare centers for their
kids. However, the expenses of daycares
can be beyond the reach of mothers with
limited money and savings.
The federal government offers child
care grants for single mothers to help
them compensate for the babysitting
costs and offer their children a safe
ambiance to spend the day where they
are nurtured well, trained and cared for.
Apply today for the child care grants and
give your child the best daycare.
Child Care Programs For Single Mothers
Head Start is a federally funded program for children up to 5 years of age
belonging to low-income families. The
daycare program also offers monetary
assistance for the nutrition, early childhood education, health care services and
nutrition of the kids. Administered by
the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), Head Start grants funds
to families based on their income levels
and those receiving Supplemental Security Funds, TANF funds or are homeless.
Single mothers with an economical crisis
can seek help from Head Start that presents the perfect platform for children to
be nurtured and prepared for elementary
school.

S

Child Care Assistance
For Single Moms

Child Care and Development Block
Grant (CCDBG): CCDBG is a federal funding source for daycare needs for families
with meager income levels. Single mothers seeking funds for daycare services
can apply for CCDBG and avail subsidies
and enriched quality service for their
children. Low-income families having
85% of state median income are entitled
to receive funds and reimbursement.
The grant programs ensure professional
training for childcare caregivers, constant
scrutiny, and inspection of the child care
staff members and security of the children.
State Assistance Programs: Child care
grants are allocated by every state for
financially constrained mothers. Based
on income levels, a reasonable amount
is granted to compensate for daycare
expenses. States have their individual
eligibility criteria and rules. Single mothers can contact the referral agency for
required information.
Preschool Programs: Daycare grants
are also available for single mothers from
preschool programs. Low-income moms
can avail free or subsidized daycare
services for their 3-4 year old kids from
kindergarten, nurseries, public schools
that are funded by the state, local or
federal government.

Child Care Development Fund: Financially deprived mothers seeking daycare
grants can opt for the Child Care Development Fund that offers almost $5.2 billion for upgraded daycare facilities. More
than 1.8 million children are benefitted
by the program every year and cherish
being nurtured in a secured ambiance.
The grant money is distributed among
counties, territories, and states who allocate them to eligible families and single
mothers.
You can look for affordable daycare in
the locality or search for child care grants
for single mothers from the Local Department of Health and Human Service Of-

fice. The other option is to consult the
state’s local Department of Public Welfare that can provide detailed information about the child care centers in the
locality, the guidelines, way to apply and
criteria for application.
Child Care Grants for single mothers
also are available from colleges, private
schools, offices and even churches.
Moreover, subsidized daycares, child
support authorities in varied states and
local communities also offer financial aid.
Kaushikee writes for several grant sites
and blogs. Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/9392582

Page 14 November 20, 2016

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Scaring up cash:
Editor’s Note: Please forgive all the Halloween references. This article was created
in October. Ironically, the “spooky” allusions
seem to fit perfectly when it comes to financial
matters. You might say that they’re right on
the money.

B

RANDPOINT - Did you retire the checkbook and register years ago? Do you now
pay your bills automatically? If you answered
yes to these questions, then you may be in the
dark about your account balance(s) and exactly where your money is going. One or more
skeletons could be lurking in your financial
closet. Oh, the horror!
Fear not this Halloween season. Let’s get
you to a healthier, happier place. It’s time to
reverse the ghastly trends bewitching your
finances and scare up some cash for life’s next
big moment.

1. Prioritize for less trick
or more treat.

To get the most out of your money, you
need priorities. Start with a list of core expense categories: home (mortgage, repairs,
utilities), health (meals, gym, medical), vanity
(clothing, hygiene), entertainment (movies,
sporting events), travel, commute (car loan,
gas), savings and miscellaneous. Organize
as many expenses as you can under these.
When one doesn’t fit, boot that skeleton and
it won’t spook you any longer. Now, order
the categories from most to least important.
When money is scarce, priorities help you to
reduce or cut an expense altogether. Here’s a
budget tracker to help you get started.
TIP: Any system you create or adopt to
eliminate distractions and better sort through
the numbers will increase your ability to make
sound financial decisions.

2. Look into your haunted habits.

Pull aside the cobwebs on your checking

Liberate yourself from haunted finances and prosper

account and closely examine the ghosts of
intentions past. Maybe it’s a gym membership
you no longer use, or perhaps you’re spending too much on a hobby. Here’s one that can
really haunt cash flow - dining out too often.
It’s easy for new expenses to creep in, stay too
long and burden you. Some begin as an investment in a good thing, but then life happens.
Be honest - you won’t finish all you start. The
wind shifts and so will you.
TIP: By facing the realities, you can re-align
your spending with your greatest wants and
needs.

3. Don’t get spooked.

Financial habits form easily. While some can
be difficult to reverse, few things are as frightful as a shrinking account balance! Be strong
and level with yourself. Which expenditures
can you continue to afford? Which need to be
retired? Calm those eerie voices in your head
that won’t leave you alone. You should be doing this. You could be there instead. The calling may be medical expenses, a bigger car to
accommodate the kids, a much-needed home
repair or a vacation.
TIP: As Benjamin Franklin warned, “Never
leave that till tomorrow which you can do
today.”

4. Be patient, but be constant.

Depending on the amount of money you’re
trying to scare up, it could take months or
years to save, so start now. Monitor progress
and hold the course dutifully. The ghosts
that once haunted your cash flow probably
lingered for months (if not years). Saving
money often takes time, and while the impact
of your new financial priorities could produce
an immediate bump, most will take longer to
deliver. Some experts in supernatural phenomena recommend you clean your house
regularly to discourage ghosts from returning.
Some believe ringing a bell is a good practice.

TIP: Set alarms in your phone to encourage
regular reviews of expenses and other sound
financial habits.

5. Live peacefully and prosper.

The hard work has been done - you faced
the ghosts, weren’t spooked, retired them and
got your financial house in order. Congratulations, you chose the future over the past!
Now, go forward with renewed energy.
Here are a few suggestions for the cash
you’ve scared up:
• Open or boost a savings account.
• Take on a certificate with a yield.
• Invest in a money market fund.
• Enjoy that vacation you’ve wanted to take.
• Contribute to your retirement savings.
• Get a head start on home improvements
before the spring.
“You rarely hear anyone say, ‘I started saving for retirement too early in life,’” says Kevin
Driscoll, vice president of advisory services
at Navy Federal Financial Group. “If you start
saving earlier than later, you’ll be financially
healthier throughout your retirement years.”
TIP: Align your money closely with short and
long-term goals to reduce anxiety and enhance your well-being.
Get started.
Money matters are so much more than a
series of cold numbers. How you manage your
financial house can bring warmth to your life
or haunt your cash flow. Here’s to taking a few
sound steps toward scaring the horror from
your finances.
“Invest in your future today and reap the
rewards of financial freedom later,” says
Thomas Racca Jr., manager in Navy Federal’s
Personal Finance Management division. “The
choice is ultimately up to you. If you work
hard at following these steps, then you can
achieve your personal goals and also enjoy the
journey along the way.”

Maybe it’s a
gym membership you no
longer use,
or perhaps
you’re spending too much
on a hobby.
Here’s one
that can really
haunt cash
flow - dining
out too often.
It’s easy for
new expenses
to creep in,
stay too long
and burden
you. Some
begin as an
investment in
a good thing,
but then life
happens.

For assisted suicide foes,
a loss at the ballot box
Continued on Page 14
“the antidote to assisted suicide.” It said advances in
pain and symptom management have helped alleviate
the suffering of advanced illness.
At the same time, it said several other Colorado hospice agencies have said they are willing to accommodate
assisted suicide.
Proponents of legal assisted suicide failed to pass bills
in the Colorado legislature in 2015 and 2016, before
placing the proposal on the ballot.
The ballot measure’s supporters raised $4.8 million
from groups like the Compassion & Choices Action Network, the Denver Post reports. It presented the story of
Brittany Maynard, who killed herself in Oregon in 2014
while suffering an aggressive brain tumor.
Catholic, Mormon, and Evangelical leaders played a
role in the opposition to the ballot measure. Opponents
raised $2.3 million, including contributions from the
Dioceses of Denver, St. Louis, and Arlington.
Five other states have similar laws or court action permitting assisted suicide: Oregon, Washington, California,
Montana, and Vermont.

“Let us be silent, that we may hear
the whisper of God.”
― Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Pilgrimage to St. Francis Xavier, Seward

Arcoiris youth remember, honor, Joselito the boy saint
Are you ready to walk
to your death for Christ?

By SISTER ANGELA EREVIA, MCDP
Director of Hispanic Ministry
hroughout the history of the
Catholic Church, it is known that
persecution has been a cause for the
spread of the Gospel. After the death
and resurrection of Jesus in Jerusalem,
the Apostles themselves dispersed to
different parts of the world to preach
the Good News of Jesus Christ. Following the example of Jesus who gave
his life that we might be saved from
our sins, all of them gave their lives
for their faith in the Way. Jesus was
the Way; his followers were known as
those who believed in “the Way.”
From 1926 to 1929 in Mexico, under the presidency of Plutarco Elías
Calles, the Catholic Church was once
again persecuted. President Calles
closed down all the Catholic Churches
with the intention of eliminating the
power of the Catholic Church and
organizations affiliated with it. He
also suppressed the popular religious
celebrations of the sacraments in all
local communities. Catholic priests
and laity alike were executed and/or
exiled, many coming to the United
States. The Cristeros were men and
women who rose up in defense of

T

their Catholic faith.
Among the Cristeros was a fourteen
year old named José Sánchez del Río,
popularly known as Joselito. The conviction of his faith in Jesus is reflected
in his motto: “Now more than ever has
it been easier to gain heaven.” Just as
Jesus walked to his death on a cross,
Joselito imitated him by walking to
his death by execution for his faith in
Christ, saying fearlessly in a loud voice:
“Viva Cristo Rey.” He was canonized by
Pope Francis on October 16, 2016.
Father Rene Guesnier, OSB, of St.
Francis Xavier in Seward, KS, obtained a relic of Joselito. On October
15 for the Year of Mercy, members
of Arcoiris made a pilgrimage to the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe
in Dodge City. Arcoiris groups exist at
the Cathedral in Dodge City, St. Mary
in Garden City, St. Helen in Hugoton,
and St. Anthony of Padua in Liberal.
After a delicious homemade lunch
and watching the movie, For Greater
Glory, the group made a pilgrimage
to Seward to visit with Father Rene
and venerate the relic of Joselito. We
can hold up Joselito as a model of
faith for the youth of our times. Our
prayer: “Saint Joselito, we place our
young people under your protection
and guidance. Amen.”

Photos courtesy of Sister Angela Erevia, MCDP

Members of the Catholic youth organization, Arcoiris (Rainbow), recently made a
pilgrimage to St. Francis Xavier church in
Seward where they viewed a relic (left) of
José Sánchez del Río, popularly known as
Joselito. The boy was recently canonized
by Pope Francis. Below, left, Father Rene
Guesnier, former pastor at St. Francis
Xavier, holds the relic of the young saint
that he had obtained for the parish.
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Resources for food assistance
T
here are two types of hunger: starvation and malnutrition. Starvation
occurs when the body does not receive
enough calories to maintain itself. Relatively few people actually die of starvation in the United States. Malnutrition is
more common in the United States and
it occurs when an individual gets enough
calories, but his or her diet is limited to
just three or four foods.
Malnutrition perpetuates a cycle
of poverty because a person who is
malnourished doesn’t receive all of the
vitamins and minerals needed for proper
physical and mental development and
maintenance. These nutritional deficiencies eventually lead to much larger and
more expensive health issues: diabetes,
heart disease, poor vision, obesity, skin
diseases, and more. Nutritional deficien-

cies also lead to a poor ability to learn in
school, and little energy or motivation to
handle the responsibilities of life such as
work, children, family, and more.
There is no reason for anyone to go
hungry or to be malnourished in southwest Kansas. Resources are available for
(1) immediate and (2) extended food
assistance.

For Immediate Food Assistance:

Dodge City, Ford County KS
Friendship Feast, First Presbyterian
Church, 803 Central, provides a cooked
meal on weekdays (Monday - Friday) over
the lunch hour from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Manna House, 1012 1st Avenue,
(620) 227-6707, works with Kansas Food
Bank to distribute food on Monday
through Friday from 2 to 4 p.m. Clients
receive whatever is available at the time

(canned goods, fresh fruits, vegetables,
meat, etc.)
Salvation Army, 1100 Ave E, 620-2254871, Provides food all day on Monday
and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and on Wednesday afternoon from
12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
United Methodist Mexican American
Ministries, 1700 Ave F, 620-225-0625,
Provides food and clothing on Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Ellinwood, Barton County KS
Immanuel United Church of Christ, 701
N Fritz. Call Karen Schmidt at 620-5643044. Open on Mondays from 2 to 5
p.m., and Thursdays from 4 to 7 p.m.
Garden City, Finney County KS
Emmaus House, 802 N 5th St (620275-2008) Hands out free food on
Wednesday and Friday from 9:30-11 am

and 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Mexican American Ministries, 712 St John
(620-275-1766) Hands out food on the third
Thursday of the Month.
Salvation Army, 216 N 9th Street (620276-4027) - Hands out commodities.
Great Bend, Barton County KS
The Community Food Bank of Barton
County, 3007 10th St, (620-792-4001) is
open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 1:00-3:00 p.m. to distribute food for
Barton County residents of at least four
weeks who are experiencing a temporary
emergency or crisis situation, or transients
moving through the community who find
themselves in an emergency situation. Clients are limited to three times a year with a
time span of two weeks in between.
The Hungry Heart Soup Kitchen, 1515 Williams, PO Box 844 (620-793-9880) provides
free lunches daily, Monday through Friday
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., and free
groceries as the need warrants.
Kansas Food 4 Life, 4 Nw 25 Rd, (620793-7100) is a once a month food program
located in town across from Cox Communications on N. Washington St.
Hoisington, Barton County, KS
First United Methodist Church, 3rd and
Clay (620-653-2119) - Visit from 2-4 p.m.
on the 2nd Monday of the month, and from
4-6 p.m. on the 4th Monday of the month.
Use the East parking lot.
Larned, Pawnee County, KS
Helping Hands Food Pantry, 200 Sycamore (Call Jason Toll at 620-285-8430).
The Pawnee County Food Pantry, 501
Main Street (Call Linda Wyman at 620-2853449) - Open Monday through Friday from
4 to 6 p.m.
Macksville, Staﬀord County, KS
Christian Church, 234 N. Sheaffer Ave.,
Contact Derek Brown at 620-348-3205.
Pratt, Pratt County KS
Christian Food Bank, 111 W 4th St,
(620) 672-5150. Open on Monday 7-9 pm;
Wednesday 9:30-11:30 am; Thursday 7-8
pm; and Friday 10 am to noon.
First Christian Church Clothing Room, 123
N. Ninnescah St. Open Monday-Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Thursday evenings from 5 to 7 pm.
Episcopal Church Non-Edible Items, 218
N. Main St, 620-672-2308. Provides toiletries, laundry supplies, etc.
Mid-America Foods, 1st United Methodist
Church, 100 N. Jackson, 620-672-6473
Ministerial Alliance. Call any of the local
churches.
Pratt County Commodities, 619 N. Main.
Open from 8 am to noon, and from 1-5 pm.
Pratt Family Life Center, 508 S. Main, 620672-2224. Provides diapers, baby food, etc.
Pratt County Health Department, 712 S.
Main, 620-672-7811.
St John, Stafford County KS
St John United Methodist Church, 807 E
1st St (Call Sandy Smith at 620-549-3896),
Provides food, toilet paper and laundry
soap.
Staﬀord, Staﬀord County KS
Stafford First United Methodist Church,
218 W Stafford St (Call Larry Caley at 620234-5107, or 620-234-5668), Provides food,
toilet paper and laundry soap for residents
of the St John and Hudson area.
Syracuse, Hamilton County KS
Hamilton County Food Pantry, 504 Hamilton St, (620) 384-754

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

November 20, 2016

Page 17

Newman students look forward to being first generation college graduates
From Page 11
Community College. However, when only
three credits shy of graduating with her
associate’s degree she had to drop out due
to a family emergency that necessitated she
go back to working full time, she said.
“I was like, ‘Forget it. School is going
to have to wait,’” she said. “I was going
through a really rough time ... ‘what am I
going to do with my life’ and ‘I’m not going
to get anywhere.’”
Then Davis, once again, pushed Figueroa
to try to get her college education and
even drove Figueroa to different colleges
for visits and applications. Figueroa said
she applied to and was accepted by Fort
Hays, Wichita State, and Kansas State
University. She decided on Kansas State,
but on her first day she said she became
overwhelmed by the size of the university
and left.
“I was discouraged after that. I was like,
‘Well, it’s not going to work out.’”
Fortunately, she said, she and Davis
found out about the Newman Western
Kansas Center in Dodge City and they went
to check it out.
On her first visit to the center she spoke
with Bird, and soon learned that Newman
was exactly what she had been searching
for.
“I swear it was like it was meant to be,
like, I was meant to be there,” Figueroa
said. “We met, and she gave me information and it was such a different experience.”
“I think what makes us unique is the personalized experience,” Bird said. “Students
know that they can rely on our faculty and
staff to have their best interest at heart.”
Figueroa said she often found herself
asking “83 questions” in class because she
wanted to really understand the material,

Gabriela Figueroa and Tamara Davis.

Maria Martinez and her students.

and that her professors would always
oblige.
Figueroa then enrolled in the 16-month
Teacher Education Program, and is now
only three months away from standing in
front of her own classroom. Through it all,
Figueroa says she has been urged on by
many teachers, friends, her brother and
sister, Davis and her husband, her fiancé,
and the memory of her mother.
“It doesn’t matter what life gives you.
It just matters what you do with it. You
just have to turn that around and make
it better,” Figueroa said.
Last semester, when she was overwhelmed by work and classes and felt like
giving up, her sister told her, “Mom never
finished elementary school, and you’re
about to be an elementary teacher.

The Face of God
“I’m just a little girl,” I would entreat him.
“Don’t bother with me!”
He didn’t, mercifully. But he did visit the
tiny Italian town of Manoppello in the Abruzzi
mountains on the day of his death, while at
the same time remaining at his monastery.
What drew him to the Abruzzis? It was a face,
the beautiful Face of God. (See the photo on
Page 1.)
This face is not to be confused with the
Holy Shroud of Turin, although when the face
of the Shroud is laid over the Face of God, the
two images form a perfect match.
“It is the very same face,” writes Paul
Badde in his book “The Face of God, the Rediscovery of the True Face of Jesus.”
Badde and several other scholars believe
the Face in Manoppello is the veil of Veronica,
who wiped the bloody face of Jesus as He
struggled to carry His cross along the Via
Dolorosa in Jerusalem. (Walking along that
way of sorrow years ago, I looked down a
3-foot deep rectangular hole that offered a
view of the dirt path that Jesus trod upon so
many centuries ago with his cross.)
The human Face of God is an ancient relic
hidden in the Vatican until St. Peter’s Basilica
was torn down to make way for construction
of a new St. Peter’s, which began in 1506.
That’s when the blessed veil was stolen and
disappeared, and a copy took its place.
“The original icon of Christ,” as Badde calls
it, is on a thin membrane of mussel silk called

You’ve done so great. Just keep pushing.”
Figueroa and Martinez have another
thing in common: Figueroa does not plan
on stopping with her bachelor’s degree.
“I want to get my master’s and my ESL
endorsement,” she said. “I’m very physically active, so I want to try and get my
P.E. endorsement.”
Figueroa said she is looking forward to
helping students realize their full potential, as she has come to realize in herself.
Bird said this desire is something she has
seen in both Figueroa and Martinez.
“The one thing that probably stands
out the most about both of them is their
desire to make a difference, to change
the path of other students who may not
see their full potential and to show them

From Page 1

Byssus cloth—or sea silk. “It is a delicate
fabric woven from a silky filament produced
by mollusks,” Badde wrote.
The image of the face of Christ can be seen
from both the front and the back of the cloth,
“like a Host in a monstrance” is how Badde
describes it. The veil measures 9.4” high and
6.7” across.
The face has been badly beaten and
bruised, the long, slender nose broken, the
mouth askew, the beard and moustache
painfully plucked. The left side of His face
is swollen, evidence that a fist probably
smashed into it.
He has bruises on his nose and both sides
of his upper face. His matted hair hangs long
and close to his head. His eyes are open, and
transfix the viewer with his compassionate
look. A tuft of hair hangs from the top of his
forehead, a tuft that will be seen in scores
of paintings of the Savior down through the
ages.
I saw that tuft of hair on His forehead in
paintings and icons “not painted by human
hands” that hung both inside and outside
Russian Orthodox churches and museums
when I visited the cities of Moscow and
Zargorsk in Russia.
That lovely, gentle face of our Savior! I
have a copy of it in my home, surrounded
by photos of my dear son and daughter, my
four grandchildren, and my auntie. I pray the
Angelus before it every day.

by example that anything is possible,”
Bird said.
With help for the Newman Western
Kansas Center, Figueroa and Martinez will
soon have their chance to do just that.
“I’ve had a lot of teachers help me believe that I could do it,” Figueroa said. “I
want to be who they were for me. I want
to be a person kids can count on.”
Newman University is a Catholic university named for John Henry Cardinal
Newman and founded by the Adorers
of the Blood of Christ for the purpose
of empowering graduates to transform
society. Newman meets the needs of traditional freshmen, returning adults, and
graduate students through more than 40
undergraduate and graduate programs.
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Caring for Gods creation
Continued from Page 1
and Zoo Department before being
Just a few hours earlier, Geier had promoted to superintendent of publeft his daughter and grandchildren lic grounds in 1996, a role he was in
in Wichita to return to Garden City until retiring April 1, 2015.
after a week-long visit.
Geier is credited with expanding
“My wife wanted me to put on a and enhancing the green spaces in
better shirt this morning and gave the city. He was instrumental in getme some breath mints. The surprise ting two trees scored and listed as
is we left these three (his daughter
and grandchildren) at the garage
not thinking we would see them for
a while. This is fantastic,” Geier said
after being surprised with the unveiling of a new city park in his name.
Members of Geier’s family and a
large contingent of city staff joined
together for the dedication of the
Alan Geier Champion Tree Woodland
at Finnup Park, located southeast of
the intersection of Maple and Main
streets.
Later, the Garden City Commission
approved a proclamation officially
Alan Geier
recognizing Geier’s park during its
regular meeting.
Kansas State Champion trees, and
Andy Liebelt, current parks super- two trees scored and listed as Kansas
intendent who succeeded Geier in State Co-Champion trees with the
that position, thanked Geier for his Kansas Forest Service, several of
service and leadership.
which are located in the park that
“This park location is the appro- now bears his name.
priate place to honor Alan because
That’s where the “Champion Tree
it reflects the nature of Alan’s pas- Woodland” part of the park’s name
sion and expertise within the green comes in. Geier identified two trees
industry. For Garden City, this is an now listed on the Kansas Forest
exceptionally wooded area, and Alan Service website as State Champion
has a passion for trees. He is respon- Trees, a Southwestern White Pine
sible for many of the park and street and a Pinion Pine, both measured in
trees you see around town,” Liebelt 2007 using a national point system
said.
and formula based on a tree’s height,
Liebelt said Geier spearheaded circumference and crown spread.
the fifth grade Arbor Day poster The park includes those trees and
contest, continued the city’s status two other state champion trees
as a tree City USA Community, and identified by Mike Ramsey and Ray
was presented with the 2015 State Aslin. All are marked by signs.
Forester Award from the Kansas ForIt was a group effort among city
est Service.
staff and Geier’s family to keep
Geier was a charter member of the park dedication a secret. Geier
the Garden City Tree Board in 1973, said he was taking his wife, Nikki,
began working for the city at Lee to an appointment when she said
Richardson Zoo in 1988 and served she wanted to go see some colorful
as grounds foreman for the Parks trees.

Geier’s family members from Garden City, Great Bend, Wichita, Dodge
City and Scott City came to the dedication. Alan’s brother, Larry Geier,
actually built the new sign set up at
the park and worked with Liebelt to
keep it a secret from Alan.
“I’m humbled and very surprised.
It’s very pleasing to find a job that
you have a passion for, and then be
able to see the results. The world
truly does grow here,” Geier said.
City Manager Matt Allen said
Geier’s volunteerism and work with
the city “helped put the ‘garden’
in Garden City,” and he compared
Geier’s personal qualities to those
often ascribed to trees in stories
— wise, patient, calm, deep-rooted
in a storm.
“We don’t name public places very
often, and in city government maybe
even less. It really takes three qualities — a remarkable tenure, remarkable personal qualities, and a place
that really fits the person. Certainly,
all three of those elements are in
place today,” Allen said. “One thing
that really stood out in our preparation for this ... is it’s about his life’s
work. He was an inaugural member
of the tree advisory board in 1973.
It wasn’t about how he earned his
paycheck, it really truly was about
his life’s work, and we all get to be
the beneficiaries of that.”
After the unveiling, a reception
followed at the Finnup Center, and
later the city commission approved
the proclamation. City commissioners congratulated Geier and praised
his impact on the community.
“I don’t know of anybody around
more deserving of this type of honor
because of what Alan’s meant to
everything green in Garden City for
a long time,” Mayor Chris Law said.
“Our green spaces are second to
none, and this is the guy we have to
thank for that.”

Obituaries
June McGreevy, 95, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St.
Patrick Church, Great Bend,
died Nov. 3, 2016. She was a
Registered Nurse at Central
Kansas Medical Center for 25
years. She was a member of
the Altar Society. Survivors
include three sons, Michael,
Robert, and Timothy; seven
grandchildren; and 12 greatgrandchildren. Father Louis
Trung Dinh Hoang presided.
Helen Catherine Koerner,
88, of Sacred Heart Parish,
Ness City, died Nov. 2, 2016.
She is survived by sons, Larry,
Dennis, Kenneth, and Greg;
daughters, Barbara Bieker,
Dorothy Stieben, Donna Metzke, Mary Ellen Stoecklein,
Karen Casey, Laura House,
Janice Showalter; sister, Mary
Ann Gabel; 39 grandchildren;
and 42 great-grandchildren.
Joyce Heinz-Strecker, 64, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St.
Patrick Church, Great Bend,
died Nov. 2, 2016. She worked
in customer service at Dillons for 22 years. She was a
member of the Altar Society.
Survivors include her husband,
Dennis Strecker; one sister,
Patty Oborny; two brothers,
Robert J. Heinz and Edwin Paul
Heinz; and father-in-law, Dennis Strecker, Sr. Father Don
Bedore presided.
Terence L. “Big Terry” Redetzke, 62, of St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Hoisington,
died Nov. 7, 2016. Redetzke
was a truck driver and the
owner of TP Inc. He was a
member of the Knights of
Columbus. He is survived by
his wife of 40 years, Pamela
Redetzke; children, Tanna
Vine, Terry Redetzke, and
Amanda Redetzke; siblings,

Cathy Kruhm, Linda Rubio,
Greg Redetzke and Carol Redetzke; father-in law, William Harrison; brother-in-law,
Shane Harrison; and six grandchildren. Father Anselm Eke
presided.
Arnold “Arnie” Linden, 79,
of St. Theresa Parish, Dighton,
died Nov. 7, 2016. He attended
St. Mary of the Plains College in Dodge City. He spent
many years as an insurance
agent for Linden Insurance
Co., retiring in 1987. He was
a member of the 3rd and 4th
degree Knights of Columbus.
Survivors include son, Randy
Tindall; brother, Moe Linden;
sisters, Arlene Rupp, Carolyn
Roth, Emilie Schmalzried,
Claudia Riedlinger and Yvonne
Kraus; three grandchildren;
and many nieces, nephews,
friends and caregivers. Father
Bernard Felix presided.
Paul Hoss, 94, of Prince of
Peace Parish at St. Rose of
Lima Church, Great Bend, died
Nov. 8, 2016. Hoss was employed by the Barton County
Shop for 40 years, first as a
mechanic and later as shop
foreman. He was a United
States Navy veteran, serving during World War II. He
enjoyed carpentry and woodcarving, creating handcrafted
writing pens he shared with
friends and family even after
becoming legally blind. He
was a member of the Knights
of Columbus Council #862.
Survivors include sons Don
and Tim; daughters Paula Sue
Rixon, Barbara Shirk, Deanna
Martinez, Mary Alice Jones,
and Jane Bowers; one sister,
Angie Geil; 22 grandchildren;
and 34 great-grandchildren.
Father Don Bedore presided.

Pope Francis has done it again
From Page 5
each must make every day. Will we
defend liberty: religious freedom, intellectual freedom, and individual freedom,
as Pope Francis calls us to? Will we strive
for justice for the oppressed, mercy for
the convicted? Will we be a people of
many faiths, but of one mission, to serve
the common good? All too often we
allow our politics to divide us, our pride

to swallow any common ground that we
might hold. Yet if we uphold the dignity
of human life as paramount, we can’t
help but be people of goodwill. The common good will flourish, we will flourish,
because we have at our core the respect
and value for God’s creation, and therefore, for God himself.
So why did Pope Francis need to fly
halfway around the world to tell us this?

Because we’ve misunderstood human
dignity.
We’ve made the fundamental error
of bestowing dignity on some, but not
on all. We allow the powerful to choose
who is worthy of dignity and who is not.
Our culture does not uphold the dignity
of immigrants, refugees, unborn babies,
homeless men and women, criminals,
and countless other groups of people.

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Nov. 20; Christ the King
Second Samuel 5:1-3/Colossians 1:12-20/Luke 23:3543
Monday, Nov. 21; Presentation of the Virgin Mary
Revelation 14:1-3, 4-5/uke 21:1-4
Tuesday, Nov. 22; Saint Cecelia, virgin and martyr
Revelation 14:14-19/Luke 21:5-11
Wednesday, Nov. 23
Revelation 15:1-4/Luke 21:12-19
Thursday, Nov. 24; Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, priest and
martyr, and companions, martyrs

Revelation 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9/Luke 21:20-28
Friday, Nov. 25
Revelation 20:1-4, 11--21:2/Luke 21:29-33
Saturday, Nov. 26
Revelation 22:1-7\Luke 21:34-36
Sunday, Nov. 27
Isaiah 2:1-5/Romans 13:11-14/Matthew 24:37-44
Monday, Nov. 28
Isaiah 4:2-6/Matthew 8:5-11
Tuesday, Nov. 29
Isaiah 11:1-10/Luke 10:21-24

The very rights of these people get tied
up in politics. Pope Francis has reminded
us that we each have an inviolable dignity given to us by the Creator, not by any
earthly authority. And he’s reminded our
elected officials that they have a responsibility “to protect, by means of the law,
the image and likeness fashioned by God
on every human face.” Hopefully everyone was listening.

Wednesday, Nov. 30; Saint Andrew, apostle
Romans 10:9-18/Matthew 4:18-22
Thursday, Dec. 1
Isaiah 26:1-6/Matthew 7:21, 24-27
Friday, Dec. 2
Isaiah 29:17-24/Matthew 9:27-31
Saturday, Dec. 3; Saint Francis Xavier
First Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23/Mark 16:15-20
Sunday, Dec. 4
Isaiah 11:1-10/Romans 15:4-9/Matthew 3:1-12
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Resources for Medical Assistance
From Page 12
can give you free samples that they receive from drug companies. Doctors also
say that they are getting fewer samples,
but it doesn’t hurt to ask.
Patient Assistance Programs (PAPs),
also known as medication assistance
programs, indigent drug programs, and
charitable drug programs, are services
offered by pharmaceutical companies for
those who cannot afford their medication.
Patient assistance programs are available
to low-income individuals or families who
are under-insured or uninsured and are
provided to those who meet the eligibility guidelines. Assistance may range from
reduced cost of drugs to free medicine.
They may also include an online application, information about government or
other assistance programs, a search function to find programs for specific drugs,
and links to patient groups or diseases.
Some have links to coupons for rebates or
free samples. Before applying, assemble
the documents that you’ll likely need for
approval, such as your last income tax
return, recent pay stubs and bank/investment statements, information on any
accumulated medical debt, and if you
are unemployed, a letter or other document from your former employer stating
you have been terminated and that your
health insurance has stopped.
Central Kansas Prescription Assistance
Program - provides assistance with prescriptions that you will be taking for a
chronic illness, such as high blood pressure, etc. Application process takes about
a month. The volunteer office, located at
St Rose Ambulatory Care Center in Great
Bend, is open on Tuesday and Thursday
from 2-4 p.m., and on Wednesday from
9 am to 1 pm. Call Jolene Tustin at 620792-6541. Leave a message if no one is
there.
Xubex Pharmacy provides up to a 30
day supply of select popular brand medications absolutely Free. It is easy for you,
your physician’s office or an advocate to
apply on your behalf to get up to 30 day
supply of medications free. Your free
medication will be shipped within one to
two weeks after your request is approved
by your physician. Please Note: This service is not currently available in Montana

or Hawaii. Certain offers may not be valid
in Massachusetts. Medicare participants
do not qualify to participate in this program. Click here to apply online or you
may choose to print an online prescription
form to take to your physician.
RxHope provides a helping hand to
people in need in obtaining critical medications that they would normally have
trouble affording. We act as your advocate
in making the patient assistance program
journey easier and faster by supplying vital
information and help.
NeedyMeds is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
information resource devoted to helping
people in need find assistance programs
to help them afford their medications and
costs related to health care. The mission
of NeedyMeds is to make information
about assistance programs available to
low-income patients and their advocates
at no cost. The NeedyMeds website is
the face of the organization. Databases
such as Patient Assistance Programs,
Disease-Based Assistance, Free and LowClinics, government programs and other
types of assistance programs are the crux
of the free information offered online.
NeedyMeds is funded by small grants,
donations, sponsorships, subscriptions
to PAPTracker, and syndication of various database information. NeedyMeds
also works with the patient assistance
programs of several pharmaceutical distributors.
PatientAssistance.com is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit corporation that helps uninsured patients get medication. After you
sign up for an account, you can search programs by name or search for your medications individually. Once you have located a
program that is right for you, filled out the
correct enrollment forms, get the proper
signatures, and mail the forms in. The process can take a few weeks so be prepared
for some wait time. If your program does
not have an enrollment form listed then
simply call them directly.
Partnership for Prescription Assistance
(PPA) helps qualifying patients without
prescription drug coverage get the medicines they need for free or nearly free. The
mission of PPA is to increase awareness
of patient assistance programs and boost
enrollment of those who are eligible. PPA

offers a single point of access to more than
475 public and private programs, including nearly 200 offered by pharmaceutical
companies. We have already helped millions of Americans get free or reducedcost prescription medicines. Call toll-free
1-888-4PPA-NOW (1-888-477-2669).

care. The Kansas dentists volunteering for
DDS donated services in their own offices.
Dental laboratories contribute services.
For more information about this service,
please call Terri Jowett at 888-870-2066.
Kansas Mission of Mercy (KMOM),
the signature event of the Kansas Dental
Charitable Foundation (KDCF), is an annual
charitable event where dentists from all
over the state gather and donate their
collective skills for a weekend. KDCF was
established in 2002, from a grant from
the Kansas Dental Association Relief Fund.
Their mission is to provide funding and
resources to improve oral health in the
state of Kansas.
Heart of Kansas Family Health Care,
Inc. (1905 19th St, Great Bend KS) provides
comprehensive primary health and behavioral services based upon identified community needs, to individuals and families
in Great Bend and the surrounding area
that otherwise would not have access to
this care, regardless of ability to pay. All
insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, and the
Farm Worker Program are accepted. A
sliding scale of discounted fees is available
to those who qualify. Bilingual services
include office visits, preventative care for
all ages, health education and treatment
for diabetes, hypertension and high cholesterol, school physicals, DOT physicals,
laboratory work, assistance with medications, limited referrals to specialists, and
counseling. For more information, or to
schedule an appointment, call 620-7925700.
Kansas HealthWave provides low-cost
or no-cost health insurance for families
with children. For those who qualify,
services are provided through a managed
care plan, through a primary care case
management program, or on a fee for
service basis. Services may include office
visits, regular check-ups, immunizations,
hospital services, inpatient and outpatient hospital, lab and x-ray, prescription
drugs, eye doctor exams and glasses,
hearing services, home health services
and speech, physical and occupational
therapy. Services may also include mental health services, and dental services
for children. For more information, call
1-800-792-4884.

Discount Programs

CommunityRx Kansas is designed to
give uninsured Kansans access to lowercost medications through two networks of
Kansas pharmacies: Prescription Network
of Kansas and Right Choice Pharmacy. This
program gives you significant discounts to
help you get the prescriptions you need
and keep your costs down. To see if you
qualify, click here for an enrollment form.
You can also click here to contact Prescription Network of Kansas 1-800-279-3022,
or click here to contact Right Choice Pharmacy, 1-866-424-6423.
Together Rx Access® provides a card for
individuals and families who don’t have
drug coverage, and who aren’t eligible
for Medicare, that they can use in nearly
all pharmacies to get discounts of 25-40%
on hundreds of brand-name and generic
prescription products. Together Rx Access
can also connect you with resources about
access to coverage options and more.

Resources for Dental Care

United Methodist Mexican American
Ministries (UMMAM) Dental Clinic offers
typical dental services such as cleanings,
extractions, fillings, sealants, dentures
and other services. The clinic is open
Tuesday - Friday from 7am to 6pm, and
accepts all patients, including those that
are uninsured. All insurances, as well as
Medicare and KanCare (formerly Medicaid
and HealthWave) are also accepted. UMMAM is a faith based, non-profiit 501(c)(3)
that provides medical, dental, and social
services and education to everyone. For
more information, or to schedule an appointment, call 620-227-9797.
Kansas Donated Dental Services (DDS)
is a project initiated by the National Foundation for Dentistry for the Handicapped
and the Kansas Dental Association. Its
purpose is to provide free, comprehensive
care for people who are permanently
disabled, elderly and medically compromised who are unable to afford dental

Take a moment to send a letter of support to our seminarians

A

s they enter their final year
of study, Deacons Schneider
and Brantley have expressed how
meaningful it is for them to have
received your letters of support
over the years. Please continue to
let them, and our newest seminarians, know that you are praying for
them.
BRANTLEY, Deacon Mark (Theology IV)
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary
558 South Avenue
Weston, MA 02493-2699
Parish: COLG, Dodge City
SCHNEIDER, Deacon Jacob
(Theology IV)

St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz
STANG, John (Pre-Theology I)
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: Prince of Peace, Great
Bend
HABASH, Austin (Spirituality Year)
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210

Parish: Prince of Peace, Great
Bend
FRIEB, Eric (College Freshman)
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz
HERNANDEZ, Esteban (Language
Culture Church Program)
BEFORE CHRISTMAS
c/o Father Wesley Schawe
910 Central, P.O. Box 137
Dodge City, KS 67801
AFTER CHRISTMAS
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: COLG, Dodge City

M. Brantley

A. Habash

J. Schneider

E. Freib

J. Stang

E. Hernandez
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Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

Dan Reed, FICF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

T�le� Me�e�, FICF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and Greensburg councils.

Ada� Ce��la

(785) 728-2147 oﬃce • (785) 871-1991

Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

Ge���e S�inelli, FICF, LuTCF, CLu

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce • (785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley

Da�in Reed, FICF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell

ACROSS
1 Biblical epic starring
Burton and Mature (with
“The”)
3 Possible Easter
month
7 One of the prophets
9 “Give us this day ___
daily bread…”
10 Theology degree
(abbr.)
11 Vatican news service
12 Scripture
13 Florida town near
Ave Maria University
14 Biblical twin
17 Catholic international aid org.
20 Biblical food
23 “___ let us adore
him…”
24 “So be it!”
25 “Ave ____”
28 NT epistle
29 Commandment carrier, and others
31 Mother of Samuel (1
Sam 1:20)
33 Color of smoke if no
pope is elected
35 Father-in-law of
Caiaphas (Jn 18:13)
37 Coordinator of parish programs (abbr.)
38 Peter cut this off
the soldier of the high
priest
39 With 21D, a Latin
hymn
40 Church singers
41 Catholic actor Connery

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

D.J. Re�el

(913) 687-0164

Spearville, Wright, Dodge City, Ashland, Ness City,
and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

st. sebastian’s soduKo

(785) 301-2676 oﬃce • (785) 623-8716 cell
(620) 260-0962
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DoWN
1 Rite in the Catholic
Church
2 Expression of disrespect for God
3 Mary, Stella ___
4 Priscilla and Aquila
left here because the
Jews were ordered out
(Acts 18:2)
5 Job’s wife told him
to, “___ God and die”
(Job 2:9)
6 Med. Christian empire
7 Fourth century
pope

TEASER THE FIRST: What trait do the
three words/items have in common?
1. Doughnut - Black - Pot
2. Cities - Noses - Songs
3. Slip - Slide - Square
4. Wrapping - Fly - Toilet
5. Moons - Hearts - Clovers
6. Square - Lug - Wing
7. Odd - Irrational - Even
8. Rose - Bay - Stained Glass
9. Forest - Lime - Hunter
10. House - Dragon - Horse

Ransom council

Dan o�d�ne�

GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

8 OT book
11 “I ___ no evil, for you
are with me” (Ps 23:4)
12 “…the world’s foundations lay ___” (2 Sam
22:16)
15 ___1, papal license
plate
16 “Blessed are you
who are ___” (Lk 6:20)
18 Catholic actress Haver
19 Biblical trial word
21 See 39A
22 God’s indwelling
25 An evangelist
26 “___ and it will be

given to you” (Mt 7:7)
27 Galilee, and others
28 ___ Ladder
30 Her tomb was the
first thing bought in the
Bible
31 Mother of Ishmael
32 Chief minister of the
Persian king in the Book
of Esther
34 Pope during Attila’s
time
36 He blamed the Christians for burning Rome
37 Christmas month
(abbr.)

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

S�a�n Linen�e��e�
Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

TEASER THE SECoND:
Using only two moves,
morph the first word
into the second by
changing just one letter
at a time.

belt

must

TEASER THE THIRD: Rhyming
riddles. Example: Large Feline
would be Fat Cat.
1. Spirit party giver
2. Sprint offspring
3. Syrup collector
4. Sugary beef
5. Sweeper chamber
6. Steak chair
7. Squeeze herring
8. Strange goatee
9. Stop the fad
10. Terrific escort
(Left) To solve a Soduko,
fill in the table so that
the numbers from 1 to 9
will be in each column,
each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every
sudoku puzzle can have
only one correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener
los números a partir la 1
a 9. Cada columna debe
contener los números
a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
cuadrado 3x3 debe
contener los números a
partir la 1 a 9.
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Priests on the Prairie

Let the Church
always be a place
of mercy and hope,
where everyone is
welcomed, loved
and forgiven.

Father Augustine Hanchak, CPPS
Died November 20, 2001

F

In Kansas he served
as assistant at St.
Mary, Garden City
(1963-65) and later
chaplain at Marymount College in
Salina.

ather Hanchak was born July
29, 1924, in Cleveland, Ohio. On
Dec. 3, 1946, he was incorporated
as a member of the Society of the
Precious Blood, and was ordained
May 19, 1952 by Archbishop Karl
Alter, of Cincinnati, at St. Charles
Seminary, Carthagena, Ohio.
His early assignments were at St.
John’s, Whiting, Ind., and St. Rose
Convent, LaCrosse, Wisc.
He served in Chile, South America from 1954 to 1959. His vicariate assignments were assistant
chaplain in Santiago at Hospital
del Salvador and parochial vicar
at Santo Domingo parish and San
Jose parish. From Santiago he
moved to Purranque where he was
parochial vicar at San Sebastian
parish. He then returned to the
States.
In Kansas he served as assistant
at St. Mary, Garden City (1963-65)
and later chaplain at Marymount
College in Salina.

In Ohio he served as parochial
vicar at Holy Trinity, Coldwater
and Sts. Peter and Paul, Ottawa.
In Illinois he served as assistant
chaplain at Little Company of
Mary Hospital, Evergreen Park.
In Wisconsin he served as pastor
at St. Therese, Westboro, and
St. Anne’s, Sanborn, both with
missions. In Texas, he served in
the Diocese of San Angelo in the
Spanish American apostolate
located at McCamey and later
Crane, followed by a pastorate at
St. Michael, Anson.
His last assignment was at Green
Springs, Ohio, where he served as
chaplain at St. Francis Rehabilitation Hospital and Nursing Home.
Father Hanchak died Nov. 20,
2001, at the age of 77 at the St.
Charles Center. Father Mark Miller,
provincial, celebrated the funeral
Mass. Burial was in the community
cemetery at Carthagena, Ohio.

-- Pope Francis --

Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Gratitude is a
vaccine, an
antitoxin, and
an antiseptic.

105 Layton Street

♦

Dodge City

-- John Henry Jowett

Each issue of the
Southwest Kansas
Catholic is available for download, free and in
color, at dcdiocese.
org/swkscatholic.
No registration or
-- Pope
sign-in is required.
Francis -The site includes
an archive of game
pages dating back
to 2011.

Grow Deeper,
Not Older!
Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

855-392-9333.

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538
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Submit photos,
articles
Do you have a photo or
photos from an event in
your parish that you would
like to submit to the Catholic? To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines
ISSUE:

DEADLINE:

Dec. 4
Nov. 23
Dec. 18
Dec. 7
Dates are subject to
change.

ANSWERS

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
PRAYERS
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H K

Largest
Selection of

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

E C V H T S F R M S C C J

L Q E O H R G Y A L A
Q

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

I

Z N F H

I

I

I

M O T

R F R U N A
I

Y

I

E F

N C D Q C

I

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

J

Visit our online catalog at:

P

www.idonnelly.com

G O D Z A J U G S H W X H T R
N U

I

I

G S A M G T O M A E A

Y C T Y Z M J

F O Q

I

P A O M

W H R E H T A F R U O C E R M
ANGELUS
CONFITEOR
CONTRITION
CREED
EUCHARISTIC

FAITH
GLORY BE
HAIL MARY
HOPE
LITANY

MAGNIFICAT
MEMORARE
NOVENA
OUR FATHER
ROSARY

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com
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THIRD:
1. Ghost Host
2. Run Son
3. Sap Trap
4. Sweet Meat
5. Broom Room
6. Meat Seat
7. Squish Fish
8. Weird Beard
9. End Trend
10. Great Date
SECoND:
belt
best
bust
must
FIRST:
1. Holes
2. They all have bridges
3. Knots
4. Paper
5. Pieces in Lucky Charms
6. Nuts
7. Numbers
8. Windows
9. Colors of green
10. Flys

A H
A
M
A
A N
J
U
E N
E
E L
C
C
L E
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A friend in need is a grand friend indeed
By SHARLA THILL
tudents of St. Joseph School came together
with their new Grandfriends at the fall semester
gathering held on Sept. 23.
A special Mass was offered and the students
and their new friends enjoyed cookies, juice and coffee at a reception following.
Lead teacher, Marlene Clayton said, “It seems
as though this year the students visited with their
Grandfriends for a longer period of time. When I
walked around the room, there were a lot of engaging conversations taking place. A nice gathering of
youth and elders!”
The purpose of this program is to introduce students to people older than them. A gift from the
students was special Halloween cards. Each child
gets their own Grandfriend, and they can write letters and send cards to each other throughout the
school year.
During Catholic Schools Week in February, the
students will invite their new Grandfriends back to
school to share an afternoon of bingo.

S

Elizabeth Praeger from Immaculate Conception Parish
visits with her grandfriend, Leah Steffan, kindergarten.

What is a leader, really?
A servant, Pope says
The desire for power and money
is an obstacle which keeps us from
God, and that true freedom can only
be found when we serve others.
By HANNAH BRoCKHAuS
atican City (CNA) - During a recent Mass at the Vatican, Pope
Francis warned that the desire for power and money is an obstacle which keeps us from God, and that true freedom can only be
found when we serve others.
“Jesus taught us that he who commands must become like one
who serves. Or, if one wants to be first he must be the servant of
all,” he said at Mass Nov. 8 at Casa Santa Marta in the Vatican.
“And this desire for power is not the way to becoming a servant of
the Lord, in fact: it is an obstacle, one of these obstacles we prayed
to the Lord to remove from us.”
The presence of Jesus changes the world’s values, he noted: “The
Lord has told us that no servant can have two masters. One either
serves God or serves money.”
Another obstacle to a true relationship with Christ that often
happens in the life of the Church is treachery, or disloyalty, Francis
explained. This disloyalty occurs when someone wants to serve the
Lord, but also serves things of the world.
The Pope clarified that this unfaithfulness is not the same as being
a sinner, because we are all sinners, and must repent, but it is like
playing a “double game.”
“Play right and left, play God and even play in the world, no? And
this is an obstacle,” he said.
Not serving God first, the thirst for power and money, are all obstacles to true peace, Francis said, causing us to live in that “tension
of worldly vanities.”
In order to have peace and serenity, he said that we must ask God
to make us into his free servants. Because as God’s children, once
the obstacles have been removed, that is when we can serve him
freely, and not as slaves.
“And when we serve the Lord in freedom, we feel that deeper
peace yet, right?” he said. “The voice of the Lord: ‘Oh, come, come,
come, good and faithful servant.’”
This is not something we can do alone, however, Pope Francis explained, saying that we must repeat the words Jesus told his Apostles
in the day’s Gospel, that we are only “useless servants.”
“And so,” the Pope concluded, “give us this serenity, this peace to
be able to serve as a free child in the end, with so much love.”

V

HuGoToN

Judy Komarek shares some time with her new student
grandfriend, Nicholaus Strecker, who is in kindergarten.
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Religious communities receive $25 million toward care of elderly members

R

ecently, the National
Religious Retirement Office (NRRO) distributed $25
million in financial assistance
to 401 religious communities
to aid in the care of senior
members. The funding is
made possible by the Retirement Fund for Religious
collection, an annual, parish-based appeal benefiting
nearly 33,000 senior Catholic
sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests.
The most recent collection was held in the majority
of U.S. Catholic parishes in
December 2015 and raised
nearly $30.7 million, marking
the sixth time in the collection’s history that donations
exceeded $30 million. Fifteen
dioceses and one archdiocese
had record-high contributions.
“Words cannot express our
gratitude for the love, sacri-

fice, and generosity these donations represent,” said Sister
Susan Schorsten, a member
of the Sisters of the Humility
of Mary and interim executive
director of the NRRO. “The
annual assistance the collection furnishes helps religious
communities across the country provide for the ongoing
needs of aging members.”
The funding disbursed is
known as Direct Care Assistance and represents the
majority of financial support
distributed by the NRRO.
Religious communities combine this assistance with their
own income and savings to
help meet such day-to-day
expenses as prescription
medications and nursing care.
Additional allocations will
be directed toward religious
communities with the greatest needs and for ongoing

education in retirement planning and eldercare delivery.
Nearly 95 percent of donations aid elderly religious and
their communities, while the
remaining 5 percent are used
for administration and promotion of the annual appeal.
The U.S. bishops launched
the Retirement Fund for
Religious collection in 1988 to
address the profound deficit
in retirement funding among
the nation’s religious communities. Traditionally, Catholic
sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests—known collectively as women and men
religious—served for small
stipends that did not include
retirement benefits. Today,
many religious communities lack adequate retirement savings. At the same
time, health-care costs have
risen dramatically while the

number of religious able to serve in
compensated ministry has declined.
The NRRO coordinates the annual
Retirement Fund for Religious collection and distributes the proceeds
to eligible religious communities.
The organization is sponsored by

the Conference of Major Superiors
of Men (CMSM), the Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious
(CMSWR), the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR),
and the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

How your donations help

P

roceeds from the annual
Retirement Fund for Religious
collection help religious communities implement long-range
retirement strategies.
Donations to the annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection help religious communities
provide for the day-to-day needs
of senior members. A portion of
the proceeds also underwrites
targeted programming that
promotes long-term retirement
planning. For example, Planning
and Implementation Assistance
combines financial and consulta-

tive support to help participating congregations identify their
greatest retirement funding challenges and develop strategies to
address them.
Implementing these strategies
requires not only careful planning but sustained momentum
to see the project through to
a successful conclusion. The
Apostles of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus of Hamden, Connecticut,
demonstrate just this type of
momentum.
For more information, go to
http://retiredreligious.org/.

T

hrough the parish and diocesan commitment to
stewardship, the Retirement Fund for Religious is
supported through sacrificial gifts you place in the offering basket each Sunday. If you wish to make a special gift
of support for the Retirement Fund for Religious, please
send that gift clearly marked to the Catholic Chancery,
P.O. Box 137, Dodge City, Kansas, 67801. Your gift will be
sent directly to the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops to benefit the Retirement Fund for Religious.

Pope Francis’
Monthly Intentions;
universal:

July 2016

Countries Receiving Refugees
That the countries which take in a great number of
displaced persons and refugees may find support for
their efforts which show solidarity.

Evangelization:

Collaboration of Priests and Laity
That within parishes, priests and lay people may collaborate in service to the community without giving in
to the temptation of discouragement.

