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Year of Mercy
concludes

How an
ex-prostitute’s
horrific suffering
moved
Pope Francis
By ElisE Harris
Catholic News Agency
ATICAN CITY - Pope Francis still
remembers meeting with a
former prostitute during the Jubilee
of Mercy, and hearing how she suffered untold atrocities.
In a new interview with Italy’s
TV2000, the Pope recalled the time
he met with a young pregnant woman from Africa who was “beautiful,
young (and) exploited.”
In telling her story, the woman
said she was forced to work until
she was nine months pregnant. She
ended up giving birth “in the winter
on the street. Alone. By myself,”
Francis recalled her saying.
Her newborn daughter, exposed
to the cold, died, adding to the
woman’s agony.
“They made her work until that
day, because if she didn’t bring the
exploiters much, she was beaten,
even tortured,” the Pope said. He
recalled that another woman he met
in the community had her ear cut
off because she didn’t bring enough
money back for her traffickers.
Pope Francis said that when he
heard these stories, he didn’t just
think of the exploiters, but also the
clients. “Do they not know that with
that money, to take off for sexual
satisfaction, they helped the exploiters?” he asked.
His meeting with the ex-prostitutes happened in an Aug. 12 visit to
women rescued from forced prostitution and under the care of the
Pope John XXIII Community in Rome
as part of his “Mercy Friday” initiative during the Jubilee.
The Pope recounted the meeting
in an interview with TV2000 published Sunday, Nov. 20 to coincide
with the end of the Catholic Church’s
Year of Mercy.
During the Holy Year, the Pope
had made a habit of “Mercy Friday”
encounters with others. When asked
if there was an encounter that had
a particular impact on him, Francis
pointed to his meeting with the exprostitutes, and the stories he heard.
Continued on Page 16

“at this Christmas when Christ comes, will
He find a warm heart? Mark the season of
Advent by loving and serving others with
God’s own love and concern.”
― St. Mother Teresa o� Calcutta
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Sisters tell ﬁfth and sixth graders: ‘Our lives are all about

uniting ourselves with God’

V

Dear Jesus,
Tell me what you want
me to do with my life,
and I’ll do it.
VOCATIONS DAY -- Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in Wichita pray during the Vocations Day gathering Nov. 22 at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City. The day brought together ﬁfth and sixth graders from Catholic schools across
the diocese for the annual day of presentations and interaction with men and women religious, seminarians, priests, and the
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt.

See more photos on Page 7

Papal Advent advice: Don’t be dominated by material things
“In this
season of
Advent, we
are called
to enlarge
the horizons
of our hearts,
to be surprised by the
life which is
presented
each day
with its
novelty.”

V

atican City (CNA) - The season of Advent is a reminder
to us to open our horizons and
have concern for more than just
material things, the Pope said
during his Angelus address.
Advent is an invitation “to
sobriety, to not be dominated
by the things of this world,
to material reality, but rather
to govern them,” Pope Francis said Nov. 27 in St. Peter’s
Square.
The day’s Gospel reading “brings out the contrast
between the normal unfolding
of things, the daily routine,
and the sudden coming of the
Lord,” Francis reﬂected.
“It always strikes us to think
of the hours preceding a great
calamity: all are tranquil, doing the same things without

knowing their life is about to
be turned upside down. The
Gospel certainly does not wish
to scare us, but to open our
horizon to another dimension,
the largest dimension, which
on the one hand relativizes the
everyday things but at the same
time renders them precious,
decisive.
“Relationship with the Godwho-comes-to-visit gives to
every gesture, every thing, a
different light, a ‘thickness’, a
symbolic value,” the Pope said.
The things of everyday should
be seen from the perspective, the horizon, of our final
encounter with Christ, Pope
Francis taught. Thus is Advent
“an invitation to vigilance,
because not knowing when He
will come, we must always be

ready to depart.
“In this season of Advent,
we are called to enlarge the
horizons of our hearts, to be
surprised by the life which is
presented each day with its
novelty. In order to do this we
need to learn to not depend
on our own securities, our own
consolidated plans, because the
Lord comes in the hour which
we don’t imagine. This introduces us to a much more beautiful, and great, dimension.”
The Pope concluded, praying
that Mary would help us to not
consider ourselves as owners of
our lives, “not resistant when
the Lord comes to change
them, but ready to meet Him
as an awaited and agreeable
guest, even though He upsets
our plans.”
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Year of Mercy ends, mercy doesn’t

V

ATICAN CITY (CNA) - The Vatican
published on Nov. 21 the new Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis, “Misericordia et Misera,” in which he invites
all Catholics to continue the journey of
Mercy that manifested itself strongly
during the Jubilee of Mercy.
The document, which was signed by
the Pontiff at the end of the closing of
the Holy Year and before some 70,000
faithful in St. Peter’s Square on Sunday
20 November, proposes some initiatives:

1. To deepen the word of God

The Holy Father proposes that each
community dedicate a Sunday of the liturgical Year to deepen the Word of God
“to understand the inexhaustible wealth
that comes from that constant dialogue
of God with his people.”
He also points out that “this moment
should be enriched with creative initiatives that encourage believers to be
living instruments of the transmission of
the Word.”

2. Encourage works of mercy

Pope Francis invites us to carry out
the works of corporal and spiritual
mercy because they also “constitute to
our days a proof of the important and
positive incidence of mercy as a social
value.”

3. Living the mercy
with the family

The Pontiff hopes that the family will
be a privileged place in which mercy is
lived because “the grace of the Sacrament of Marriage not only strengthens
the family so that it is a privileged place
where mercy is lived, [but with it the
whole Christian community, so that the
great value of the family can be empha-

sized].”

4. Continue the work of the
Missionaries of Mercy

The Pope’s text states that the “Missionaries of Mercy” should continue to
“work to a new level” as a “concrete
sign that the grace of the Jubilee continues to be alive and effective throughout
the world.”
Editor’s Note: Father Henry Hildebrandt
was made a Missionary of Mercy by Pope
Francis in February 2016. You can see
the article by going to www.dcdiocese.
org/news/archive/2936-march-13-2016issue/file and clicking on Page 3. Father
Hildebrandt died on March 26, 2016.
‘Forgiving abortion’
Pope Francis is allowing all priests to
absolve the sin of abortion from here on
out.
In the letter, Pope Francis said that “the
Sacrament of Reconciliation must regain
its central place in the Christian life.”
“Given this need, lest any obstacle arise
between the request for reconciliation
and God’s forgiveness, I henceforth grant
to all priests, in virtue of their ministry,
the faculty to absolve those who have
committed the sin of procured abortion,”
the letter read.
The provision made for the duration
of the Extraordinary Holy Year “is hereby
extended, notwithstanding anything to
the contrary.”
Pope Francis firmly stressed that “abortion is a grave sin, since it puts an end to
an innocent life,” but insisted that “there
is no sin that God’s mercy cannot reach
and wipe away when it finds a repentant
heart seeking to be reconciled with the
Father.”

Former longtime teacher dies

S

ister Elizabeth Ann Schmidt, ASC, died
Nov. 22, 2016 at the Wichita Center.
She was 85 and had lived 69 years as an
Adorer of the Blood of Christ.
Father Thomas Welk, CPPS, presided
at the Mass of Resurrection in the Chapel
of Our Lady of the New Covenant. Burial
was in the community cemetery.
She was born Feb. 19, 1931, the fifth
of 10 children of Marcus and Mary (Suppes) Schmidt, and grew up on the family
farm outside of Spearville. Influenced by
her teachers, the Adorers, at St. John the
Baptist elementary school, she entered
the ASC community in 1945, at age 14.
She pronounced first vows July 1, 1947.
A last-minute assignment to substitute Sister Elizabeth Ann Schmidt ASC
teach for an ailing sister caused her to
put her own high school education on Elizabeth Ann taught at St. Joseph
hold. Another sister tutored her and she School, Ellinwood (1947-1949); was
graduated from Sacred Heart Academy principal and teacher at St. Ann School,
in 1950. She professed final vows on Olmitz (1962-1969); and taught at Marienthal Public School (1971-1972). She
July 1, 1952.
She graduated in 1960 from Sacred served on the pastoral team at Pilgrim
Heart College (now Newman University) House of Praise in Great Bend from 1973
in Wichita with a bachelor’s degree in to 1975.
She retired to the Wichita Center in
education. In 1969, she completed a
master’s degree in teaching from Web- 2006 and moved into Caritas Center in
ster College in St. Louis. She earned a May, 2014.
Preceding her in death were her parmaster’s degree in learning disabilities
in 1988 from Northern Colorado Univer- ents, her brothers John, Richard, Leroy,
Arnold, and her sisters Alice, Evelyn, and
sity, Greeley, Colo.
Sister Elizabeth Ann had a long history Delphine, ASC. She is survived by her
of ministry in eight states, serving as brother Joe, her sister Marjorie, many
teacher, tutor, pastoral minister, coor- nieces and nephews, and her ASC comdinator of learning disabled students, munity members.
Memorials contributions may be sent
director of summer religion camps
among other jobs in Kansas, Nebraska, to the Adorers of the Blood of Christ, U.S.
Oklahoma, Michigan, Missouri, Colo- Region Mission Center, 4233 Sulphur
Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 63109, or they can
rado, New Mexico, and Texas.
In the Diocese of Dodge City, Sister be made at adorers.org.

Catholic Charities of SW Kansas needs
items for their non-food pantry

Pastoral Ministry Formation to look at

Catholic Charities of SW Kansas in Dodge City is in need of items for their
non-food pantry such as:
Hygiene supplies (toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, deodorant, razors, feminine hygiene items, etc.);
Paper goods (toilet paper, paper towels);
Cleaning supplies (dish and laundry soap, brooms and mops).
For more information, call (620) 227-1562.

Spring 2017, Core Course: THEO 2023 Theology of the Church
Course Description: A study of the nature of the Church as it has been understood
through the centuries.
The course begins with the New Testament, progresses through the Fathers and
Mothers of the Church, examines the ecclesiology of Vatican II and concludes with a
study of post-Vatican II.
Instructor: Trish Keller
Trish Keller (left) was born and raised in St. Louis, Mo, and is
a 24-year resident of Garden City. She has a Master’s Degree
in Literature from Fort Hays State University and a Master’s
of Theological Studies Degree from Newman University. She
teaches English composition at Garden City Community College. A member of St. Dominic Parish, she teaches religious
education, volunteers in various ways, and taught Theology of
the Church in Spring 2013.

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll
free, 866-327-6578: Provides confidential, short-term emotional support,
advice, and qualified referrals directly to
rural families struggling with an unmet
emotional, medical, financial, or legal
need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services, toll-free, 800-321-3276: Helps

farmers, agricultural lenders and USDA
agencies resolve disputes in a confidential
and non-adversarial setting outside the
traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for
Rural Kansans, toll free, 866-271-0853:
Helps farmers, ranchers, and their families to make a transition from farming and
ranching to non-farm employment.

The Church through the Centuries

Dates: Jan. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25, Mar. 4, 18, 25
Saturday Mornings: 8 a.m. – 12 noon
The cost is $150, which does not include the book or $5 handling fee.
For more information, contact Coleen Stein, cstein@dcdiocese.org, or (620) 227-1538.

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all
employees and volunteers who work
with children to participate in a Protecting
God’s Children awareness session. Through
the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and
other educational efforts of the diocese,
all people of the diocese can learn how to
discuss different aspects of abuse -- includ-

ing sexual abuse -- with children and how
to teach them to protect themselves.
For an up-to-date listing, go to http://
www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.
The next session is scheduled for:
Garden City - English
Saturday, Jan. 28, 2017; 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
St. Mary’s Parish Center, 510 N. 12th St.,

Garden City, KS 67846
PGC Facilitator: Sharon Stuart (620)
225-5164; Contact Person: Hector Rivera
(620) 276-2716

Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have
been a victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of

Dodge City, you are asked to contact Dave
Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620)
225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have
the right to directly contact the Department
for Children and Families/Kansas Protection
Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-9225330.
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St. John the Baptist, Spearville, Parish Mission

Celebrating the science and beauty of Faith
By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
PEARVILLE – As a former student
of astrophysics at Yale University,
it’s little wonder that Father Ken
Geraci, presenter at the St. John the
Baptist Parish Mission, has studied
the sky as it appeared the night of
Christ’s birth.
The St. John the Baptist Parish
Mission began Sunday, Nov. 13, and
concluded Thursday, Nov. 17, each
7 p.m. presentation in the church
preceded by a dinner gathering at
the parish center. (It’s easy to understand why the mission begins with
dinner: dozens of people socialize
while enjoying home cooked meals;
children run and play; people greet
old friends and make new ones. It’s
a community event from start to finish. It’s a time of food, friends, fun
and faith leading up to a poignant
presentation, in this case by Father
of Mercy Ken Geraci.)
“Through science, we learn that
the star is a reality,” Father Geraci
said. “The Magi are not just stargazers. They are masters of the Old
Testament.” The three kings had
studied the signs spoken of in the
Old Testament, and acted upon those
truths to lead them to the birth of
the Savior.
“The star of Bethlehem was not a
happenstance event. It was a scientific reality, an astronomical event
that took place at this point in time.
[It’s] the reality of the mirroring
between faith and reason.”
The Magi, Father Geraci said, “left
their home in Babylon some nine
months prior to seek out and find
the King of kings, the Lord of lords.
The reality that our Magi engage in is
that they set out knowing that there
was to be a king born, and that there
was to be an astronomical reality to
take place.”
This is different than astrology,
Father Geraci stressed. “Astrology
tells us that the placement and the
movement of stars dictates our life.
This is wrong. This is a superstition.
Astronomy points toward a reality.”
During the five-night event, Father
Geraci, who was ordained in 2012,
touched on many topics, moving
from the science behind our faith,
to the faith behind our sacraments.
One in particular, the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, he described as a way
to “have your soul wiped clean.” Mission participants were able to take
part in Confession prior to and after
the presentation.
“In her diary, St. Faustina writes
that Christ told her that when you go
to confession, it’s not the priest you
are seeing, but ‘me in the guise of a
priest.’ Menial sin weighs us down.
It’s spiritual junk. Imagine Jesus just
wiping your soul clean.”
Father Geraci described a child sitting at the supper table, playing with
a bowl of spaghetti. (It was easy to
imagine. On this night of the mission,
the congregation had been served

S

Father of Mercy
Ken Geraci (far
left) presented
a five-night
mission at St.
John the Baptist
Parish in Spearville, Nov. 1317. Each night
began with a
meal in the
parish center.
Father Geraci
then offered a
90-minute presentation. The
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
was offered
prior to and
following his
presentation.

Photos by David Myers

spaghetti by the Knights of Columbus.)
“His mother turns to him and says, ‘Knock
it off.’”
But the mischievous child continues to
play with his food. She turns to him a second
time: “Knock it off. Don’t make me say it a
third time.”
“Suddenly she hears the bowl clank. She
turns, and the child’s head is covered with
spaghetti.”
Mom is really angry. She looks at her son.
He has a pouty lip. He looks up and says, “I’m
sorry, Mom.”
“What do you say to the child?” Father
Geraci asked. “You can see he learned his
lesson. He sees that it’s his fault. So you say,
‘It’s okay.’
“But there’s still a big mess to clean up.
The child can’t do it himself, there would be
spaghetti lining the floor and out into the
living room. Mom has to help.
“Have you made a mess in your life? Let your
holy mother Church help clean it up!”
On the fourth night of the mission,
“Father invited us to come forward and
form a line like we do at Communion and
he would pray over us for healing, for

spiritual and or physical healing in our life,”
said Becky Hessman. “It was very peaceful
as families or small groups of individuals
silently came forward and knelt or stood
before the Blessed Sacrament. We were
invited to touch the monstrance with one
hand as he prayed in a special language
known as ‘speaking in tongues’. It was a
wonderful experience hearing this beautiful prayer language, which I did not understand and yet found very comforting.
Father’s face was very animated and often
joyful as he prayed over us. As I reflected
on my experience that evening, the words
we pray at Mass came to mind…’ only say
the word and my soul shall be healed.’”
Father Geraci is a convert to the Catholic
faith. As a Baptist, he was suffering a lapse
of faith. He was urged by his pastor to read a
chapter of the Bible every day. If your faith is in
real crisis, Father Geraci suggested, “start with
the book of John. This changed my life!
“It’s the difference between waking up in
the morning and saying, ‘Good morning, God!’
and ‘Good God, it’s morning’. It increases our
focus on the love of God, love of neighbor.

“...The only important thing in life is to go
to heaven. This life is simply a bridge from
our birth to our eternal life.
“We know God is merciful and loving because he created us,” he added. “God says,
‘I want to give you all of me, and in exchange
I ask you to give all of you to me.’”
The event was hosted by St. John the
Baptist Parish, Father John Forkuoh, pastor.
The mission was organized by Jenny Schmidt
of the Family Formation Commission, and
Kayla Preisner, with the support of the parish councils.
“We booked Father Geraci a year ago,”
Schmidt said. “They only had one week left
available.”
Providing food for the suppers were the
Knights of Columbus, the Windmill Restaurant
in Spearville, the Daughters of Isabella, and
the Spearville community.
Father Geraci joined the Fathers of Mercy
in 2006 and was ordained in 2012. For two
years he has served as the associate pastor
of a parish in Western Kentucky and was
recently assigned to the Mission Band of the
Fathers of Mercy.

COMMentarY
Belated Happy Thanksgiving or
Blessed Miriam Teresa
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The Pilgrims v. the Zombies from Outer Space

F

or as long as I can remember, the celebration of Thanksgiving, while being a wonderful reminder to be thankful for all we have, has
also caused me to draw to mind my ancestor,
William Bradford, the second governor of the
Plymouth colonies.
I’m only one generation away from having had the name Bradford. If not for that one
generation, I would be called David Bradford,
which, as you know, is the name of another
historical great, the eldest son on the 70s television hit series, “Eight is Enough”.
Edward Winslow, another passenger on
board the Mayflower, became the third governor of the Plymouth colonies, and was a good
friend of Bradford (William, not David from
“Eight is Enough.”).
Although it’s not attributed, there’s a good
chance that Winslow was instrumental in helping Bradford pen his book, “Of Plymouth Plantation”, highlighting the journey from England
and the early days of life in Plymouth. (This will
come up later on the exam.)
We see proof of their collaboration on this
first book in the later publishing of a second
book, “The Pilgrims vs. the Zombies from Outer
Space,” by Bradford and Winslow (1637; Plymouth Rock Press; 436 pp, ISBN 1).
I happen to have one of the few copies still
in existence, passed down through generations.
In chapter six we read: “Being thus arrived in a
good harbor, and brought safely to land, they
fell upon their knees and blessed the God of
Heaven. Then, a bunch of zombies appeared--the
origins of which they knew not--and the pilgrims
were vexed like they’d never been vexed before.
“The native occupants of the new world then
delivered them from all the perils and miseries of the zombies, shooting their arrows and
shouting at the zombies to ‘git’, to which the
zombies replied, ‘Arrrrggggggg.’
“And then Pastor Carver didst say unto the
Lord, ‘Yea, let them which have been saved,
thank Thee and Thy native children for having
hath delivered us from the hand of the oppressor, i.e., the zombies. It was really awesome,
and we appreciate it.”
Bradford and Winslow collaborated on one
more book, “Entertaining Friends on a Budget,”
in which they share their favorite recipes.
The two eventually disappear into history
as their family trees branch off into different
directions. We do know that Winslow’s family
eventually intersected with the Native American population in direct line with Delaware
Chief Buckongahelas, who advised both George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
And here we step ahead several hundred
years to the aforementioned TV show:
The actor who played David Bradford on
“Eight is Enough” was named Grant Goodeve.
We know that Goodeve didn’t always play David
Bradford. The man who played the character
in the pilot episode of “Eight is Enough” was a
little known actor by the name of Mark Hamill,
Official Newspaper
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copyrighted 2016.
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By Dave Myers
Editor

later to play Luke Skywalker in “Star Wars”. And
if you think that’s amazing, just wait!
In 1977, while I was seeing “Star Wars” at a
movie theater in Colorado, a direct descendent
of Edward Winslow was seeing “Star Wars” in a
Houston, Tex. theater.
Her name was Charlene.
Like me, she was a writer, and, like me, was
a strong Catholic. Wellll, perhaps not so much
like me. My Catholicism took a little fine tuning
between my young adulthood and my adult
adulthood.
Several years later, she moved to Denver.
In a surprising reflection of her 17th Century
ancestor’s journey, “Denver” is Greek for “The
New World.” Or not. I really have no idea.
I had also just moved to Denver. We met, fell
in love, and eventually married. We had a dog
named “Sarah” (it wasn’t ours; we adopted),
and one day found ourselves moving to another
new world, Kansas, where Charlene would write
a book about her Native American ancestry,
including her English ancestor, a man named
Edward Winslow.
Meanwhile, I would pen a book called
“Spearville vs. the Aliens,” in which my ancestor, William Bradford, is never once mentioned.
But (this is the amazing part) the plot would
revolve around outer-space aliens, which were
also a part of “Star Wars”, which starred Mark
Hamill, who played David Bradford, who had
the same surname as my ancestor. (Please take
a moment to digest this truly astounding fact.)
But why am I writing about this in a diocesan
newspaper? What does all this have to do with
our Catholic faith? And why haven’t I been fired
by now?
1) When I prayed before starting this column,
God only said one thing. He said, “Write about
anything but politics. Seriously, anything! I’m so
[darn] sick of politics! Politics are poison for the
soul!”
And 2) Life is a grand puzzle. Regardless of
how the pieces are strewn about over time and
distance, we need only be patient and our loving Father in Heaven will put the pieces of our
lives together! It’s amazing how the pieces can
be in complete chaos one moment, and line up
so well the next.
Maybe you’re still waiting. Maybe you’ve
been waiting a long time. Be patient! You too
will see God’s hand at work in your life! If he
can bring the descendants of two 400 year old
pals together, then be assured that there is no
puzzle He can’t piece together.
The Force (of God) is with you, always!
Bishop John B. Brungardt...President
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull
1971-1974
Margaret Klenke
1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2000

Demjanovich 1901-1927

F

rom a Ruthenian immigrant family, Teresa
Demjanovich grew up close to oil refineries
in New Jersey. She studied at the College of
St. Elizabeth where she had a special vision of
Our Lady. She saw the Blessed Mother bathed
in white as Teresa was praying the Rosary one
day.
Teresa became a member of the novitiate of
the Sisters of Charity in 1925 and was given the
name Sister Miriam. Her special spiritual gifts
were easily seen by her spiritual director. She
was assigned to write the conferences for her
fellow novices. It was not discovered until after
her death that she was the author of these conferences. Her theme was that holiness is open
to everyone according to their call in life.
“Union with God is the spiritual height that
God calls everyone to achieve---anyone, not only
religious, but anyone who chooses, who wills to
seek the pearl of
great price, who
specializes in the
traﬃc of eternal
good, who says
YES constantly to
God, can achieve
union with God.”
Sister Miriam
fell ill in November,
1926. A month
before her death
on May 8, 1927,
she was allowed
to make her religious vows. She
was 26.
Named Blessed
in October, 2014,
in Newark, N.J., Sister Miriam was the first one
chosen for beatification on American soil.
“Keep the ways of the Lord…. The way of the
cross is the path of self-sacriﬁce and denial. Only
a humble soul can walk the path securely.”

Holy Ones of
Our Time
By Sister Irene
Hartman, OP

COMMentarY
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Then he
said, “So
you ﬁnally
learned
how to
pray.”
I replied,
“I’m still
working on it,
but yes. I
learned to
pray.” He
said, “You
are Jesus.”
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You are Jesus

lose to 20 years ago I took an eightday silent retreat in Omaha, Nebraska. My spiritual director for that retreat
was a kindly old man named Monsignor
John. Only years later did I learn that
Msgr. John is something of a celebrity. I
was in the presence of an ecclesiastical
legend and I had no clue. He is a diocesan priest, a missionary, an emissary
for the Vatican, and renowned spiritual
director.
In the mid-1980s he lived in Lebanon
serving as head of the Pontifical Mission.
This is a Catholic organization that
directly assists the Pope in bringing the
good news to the world, especially to
the poor. While there, Monsignor experienced the terror and threat of radical,
fundamentalist Islam. He was a friend
to St. Mother Teresa who asked him to
give retreats and spiritual direction to
the Sisters of Charity in various parts of
the world, which he continued to do for
some time. He met Saint Padre Pio who
became a spiritual father to him. For
the last 20 years, Msgr. John has given
himself (at the prompting of Mother

Teresa) to the formation of seminarians
and priests.
Recently I had a chance to meet up
with him again. He radiated joy that I
had been ordained a priest. Then he
said, “So you finally learned how to
pray.”
I replied, “I’m still working on it, but
yes. I learned to pray.”
He said, “You are Jesus.”
On the retreat back in 1997 he
stressed one thing to me; that I am
configured to Christ through baptism.
That is to say that Christ not only loves
me and came to save me, but is present
to the world in a unique way though me.
This is a gift and it is nothing that I can
take credit for. It is the very gift of God’s
present made manifest in each one who
responds to God’s call.
Msgr. John has been sharing this truth
with people all over the world for the
last 64 years. Sometimes, rather than
intimating all of the theology regarding
this great gift we have available to us,
Msgr. John simply says, “I am Jesus, and
you are Jesus”. This is something that

Mother Teresa often said. This is something that the poor people that Msgr.
John and Mother Teresa lived with came
to know. The people in South America
who encountered this great man came
to experience this. It is something that I,
though it has taken me a while to accept,
have come to believe.
I am Jesus as an ordained priest. That
is to say that I am configured to Christ,
not only as a member of his body, but
also as head, shepherd and spouse of
the church. A married man and a married woman are Christ to one another
as they live matrimony, and as a couple,
they are the love of God for the world.
Religious sisters and brothers are the
very presence of Christ to their communities and those they serve. A single
person lives his or her life in the person
of Christ, each in a unique way.
I encourage you now to take these
words from Msgr. John “I am Jesus…You
are Jesus” and make them your own
with regularity. Ask God to reveal to you
how he has called you to be his presence
in this world.

By Father Ted
Stoecklein
Assistant Director,
Ofﬁce of Priestly
Vocations

How Christians can deal with the experience of suffering
By MSGR. M. FRANCIS MANNION
Catholic News Agency
ichard Harries, former Anglican Bishop of Oxford
(U.K.), wrote a book some years ago entitled “Art
and the Beauty of God”, which has become something
of a classic.
Hidden away in the book is one of the best (if incomplete) summaries I know of the problem of suffering
and how the Christian can deal with the matter and live
through it.
Harries begins by saying, “The almost overwhelming objection to believing that there is a wise and living
power behind the universe is the existence of so much
pain and anguish in the world.” Christians can live with
this objection by recognizing that the problem of suffering can never be answered in this life. But, for non-believers the problem is insurmountable.
Harries’ first explanation of suffering is that God
has given humanity genuine independence. “We are
genuinely free, within limits, however narrow, to shape
our destiny; and that means being free to choose what
is harmful to others and oneself, as well as what is
beneficial.” Given God’s overall purpose in creation to
bring about free, rational beings like us, it could not be
otherwise.
Think about it: If all of a sudden, human beings were
to change fundamentally for the good, exercising their
freedom for good purposes only, how radically different

Photo of the Week

R

“We are genuinely free, within limits,
however narrow, to shape our destiny;
and that means being free to choose
what is harmful to others and oneself,
as well as what is beneficial.” Given
God’s overall purpose in creation to
bring about free, rational beings like
us, it could not be otherwise.
the world would be.
Harries’ second explanation concerning suffering
is that “in the person of Jesus, God himself has come
among us and shares our anguish to the full, even in the
darkness of the Cross.” This is why the image of Christ
on the Cross is so consoling to Christians. “Christ,” said
French philosopher Blaise Pascal, “dies until the end of
the world.”
God is not absent in the experience of suffering; He
is in the midst of it. God is not distant, in a remote
heaven, apathetic to human suffering. He is the God
who, in Christ, carries the Cross through history.
Harries’ third explanation is that “in the Resurrection
of Christ we have a sign and promise that in the end
God’s purpose of love will prevail; will overcome all that

Punch the devil in the nose
CNA -- Catholics should look to Mary to be part of a religion that
fights for truth, rather than assimilating to the popular culture,
said Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia.
“...Mary – the young Jewish virgin, the loving mother, and the
woman who punches the devil in the nose – was, is, and always
will be the great defender of the Church,” he said.
Archbishop Chaput addressed the 2016 Bishops’ Symposium at
the University of Notre Dame recently. He began his talk referencing this illustration, reportedly from the Middle Ages, of the
Blessed Virgin Mary punching the devil in the nose. “She doesn’t
rebuke him. She doesn’t enter into a dialogue with him. She
punches the devil in the nose,” he said.

13th century image of Mary punching devil in the face.
Credit: ChurchPop, Public Domain via the British Library.

is destructive and evil, all suffering and death. There will
be a “glorious consummation” of the whole creation.
The whole human and physical world will find its proper
fulfilment.
Harries quotes Romans 8:21, the fullest biblical statement about the end of the whole created order: “Creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God.” All will
be “transfigured and irradiated by the glory of God in
Christ; all will be translucent to the divine beauty.”
I add my own additional “explanations” to Bishop
Harries’ list. First is the truth that God is present in suffering and illness through doctors, nurses, healthcare
personnel, and hospice workers. Their healing power is
the creation and gift of God. The sacrament of Anointing before surgery is profoundly connected to the gift of
medicine; it complements it.
When a person dies in or after surgery, we should not
imagine that God’s gift in the Anointing rite has failed.
It has to be placed in the context of God’s gift of eternal
life offered to the deceased person.
A final principle: God is present and active in the
sickness and dying of a friend or relative through us,
through our being at the sick or dying person’s bedside.
We are participants in God’s gift by being with the sick
person, not primarily by talking or offering explanations
of sickness and dying, but simply “being there” in loving
compassion and solidarity.
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The Holy Face of Manoppello, the

By Charlene Scott-Myers
Special to the Catholic
Editor’s Note: This is the second of a two-part
series on the Face of God.
ope Benedict XVI visited the Veronica veilicon of Manoppello, Italy on Sept. 1, 2006.
Publicity about his trip to the Abruzzi mountains
brought world-wide attention to the hidden
away Face of God.
Author Paul Badde, who published a book
that includes a chapter about the pope’s visit,
observed him when the pope visited the small
Italian church hidden on a hill over a steep gorge.
Inside the church is to be found the Face of
God imprinted on what is believed to be Veronica’s veil. (Veronica wiped the bloody face of
Jesus as He carried the cross to Golgotha along
the street called Via Dolorosa.)
“He [the pope] reminded me very much, in his
seriousness and his emotional shock, of those
moments in Auschwitz when he stood in front of
the starvation block where Maximilian Kolbe had
been and before that appalling wall for victims of
the [Nazi] firing squad,” Badde wrote in his book
“The Face of God.”
Badde described the pope as “open-mouthed
with amazement” when he saw the face of Jesus
on a gossamer fabric like silk that cannot be
imprinted, painted, or sewn upon.
“In a few minutes Benedict XVI made this Holy
Face, from an unknown corner in the Abruzzis,
world famous,” Badde wrote.
BBC World and other large television broadcasters publicized the pope’s visit
and the miraculous painting of the
human face of God “not made by
the hands of man.”
In Russia, many old icons of the
face of Jesus are called “Mandylion,” and appear to have been
painted as copies of the Veil of

P

Veronica and her veil with the Face of God, by Hans Memling, c. 1470

‘Face of God’

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Mannoppello. In 1617, Pope Paul V forbade any
artist in Rome to make a copy of the Veronica
without Vatican authorization. And about that
same time countless icons resembling The Face
of God appeared in Moscow.
The author Badde concluded: “There can be
almost only one explanation of that: those artists
who now found themselves without work must
have moved from Rome to Moscow at that time.
Since then, the Russians have consistently called
all Veronica icons ‘Mandylion.’”
The Shroud of Turin, the burial cloth in which
Jesus was wrapped after his death, also is known
as the “Mandylion.” The front and back of the
body of Jesus are imprinted upon the shroud, as
is an impression of a face that closely resembles
the Face of God. The shroud is displayed in the
cathedral of Turin, Italy.
On the linen sheet is an image of Jesus who
was flogged, crucified, and then laid on the burial
cloth, with half of it under him, the other half
over the front of him. Nails were driven through
his wrists and feet on the cross. A large open
wound ripped the right side of his chest. Blood
and fluid flowed from this wound after his death.
He received all of his other wounds while he
was alive. Blood flowed from his hair. His right
cheek was “swollen right up to his eye, and his
eyebrows as well,” Badde noted.
“The nose was broken below the bridge. His
back and all his limbs were covered with scourge
marks… there was nowhere on his body without
the marks of blood, most of the drops as big ‘as
the leaves of sweet marjoram,’ as some nuns
in France noted when they patched the Shroud
nearly five hundred years ago.”
How fortunate are the Christians and all the
citizens of this world to have the Holy Shroud
and the Face of God as visible evidence of the
great love of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for
the people of this earth!

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Then-Pope Benedict XVI visits the Holy Face of Manoppello, also called the Veil of
Veronica. The image is said to be on a piece of cloth that Vernonica used to wipe
Christ’s face on the Via Dolorosa on the way to Calvary.

“The nose was broken below the bridge. His back and all
his limbs were covered with scourge marks… there was
nowhere on his body without the marks of blood, most of
the drops as big ‘as the leaves of sweet marjoram,’ as some
nuns in France noted when they patched the Shroud nearly
five hundred years ago.”
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At Vocations Day, fifth, sixth graders learn the importance of

‘Uniting ourselves with God’

Photos by David Myers

Photo by Norma Alvarez

Photos by David Myers

F

Fifth and sixth graders from Catholic schools across the diocese listen to Sister Roserita Weber, OP,
discuss her vocation. At her right are Sisters Angela Eriva, MCDP, and Maria Antonia Cruz, CFP. At
left, seminarian John Stang shares a smile during the presentation. At bottom, the young softball
player is Sister Rose Mary Stein, OP. At bottom, center, seated next to a Sister is a student from
Holy Family School in Ellinwood. At far left are students from Sacred Heart School in Ness City.

ifth and sixth graders from Catholic
schools across the diocese attended
Vocations Day Nov. 22 at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge
City.
There they enjoyed presentations,
interacting with sisters, priests and
seminarians, and lunch of all the pizza
they could eat.
Mass was celebrated by Bishop John
Brungardt (and included Sister Janice
Grochowsky, SCJ, on drums). During his
homily, the bishop referred to a photograph of a young woman in a softball
uniform, her bat poised and ready to
knock the ball out of the park.
“Who is this?” the bishop asked those
gathered.
The photo is part of a book, “My
Life Journey,” by Sister Rose Mary
Stein, OP (right). The bishop referred
to Sister Rose Mary’s book throughout
his homily, sharing

snippets of her life story, from when
she turned down a marriage proposal,
to her decision to enter the convent, to
her mission work.
Two keynote presenters spoke to the
children: Immaculate Heart of Mary
Sisters from Wichita, and the School
Sisters of Christ the King, Lincoln, Neb.
Both are teaching orders.
“Our lives are all about uniting ourselves with God. What would happen
if you didn’t talk to your friend any
more?” asked one of the Sisters. “That’s
right! He wouldn’t be your friend.
“If we don’t talk to God or listen, it
would be very hard to know what He
wants of us!”
One child drew laughter when
he was asked, “What is the name of
someone in the first stage of formation
as a Sister?” He replied, “A populate.”
The answer was, “A postulant,”

but not a bad answer considering the
child’s age.
After a pizza lunch, two panels responded to questions submitted by the
students.
The Women Religious panel included
Sisters Angela Eriva, MCDP, Roserita
Weber, OP, and Maria Antonia Cruz,
CFP.
The seminarian panel include Deacon
Jacob Schneider, John Stang, Austin
Habash, Eric Frieb, and Esteban Hernandez.
The children were
urged to say to the Lord,
“Dear Jesus, tell me what
you want me to do with
my life and I’ll do it.”
(Sister Rose
Mary’s book is
available on
Amazon.
com for
$6.50 plus
shipping.)

Photo
courtesy
of Sister
Rose
Mary
Stein, OP
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Why am I supporting the Vibrant Ministries-Uniting our Church Appeal?

“I AM GIVING BECAUSE…

... I value the importance of continuing to form and develop our Faith
throughout our life, coming to a deeper and closer relationship with God.”

... the blessings that God gives me
are more than all the money that I can
give him.”
- Norma Alvarez,

– Greg Lix, St. Andrew, Wright

Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe

... it is important to help the church
outside of my parish, and yet this giving
still helps my parish!”

... everything we have is a gift from God and
Vibrant Ministries offers a way to share in spiritual and material needs within our Diocese.”

– Kathy Hirschfeld,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe

- Steve Hessman,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe

... I am grateful for the gift of my
Catholic
Faith made possible by our priest
s. I want
them to be cared for in their reti
rement and
I want to support the education
of young
men to be priests for our childr
en and
grandchildren.”
—Mary O’Hanlon,

... the appeal addresses the major needs
of the diocese.”

s, Ingalls

- Denis and Kathy Hornung, St. Stanislau

Cathedral of Our Lady of Guada

lupe

... I have been so blessed by the Lord
with the many graces received by our
Priests and Seminarians.”

... God has blessed us tremendously and we
want to share our blessings with our church.
We always remember that God gave first and
we must follow in his footsteps.”

—Ron O’Hanlon,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe

... my pledge is a gift to the people of Southwest Kansas, because my contribution will support our Church in bringing the face of Christ
into our homes and our communities.”

- Terry VanNahmen, St. Stanislaus, Ingalls

- KC and Kayla Preisner,
St. John the Baptist, Spearville

… I am a follower of Jesus who came
to teach about God and help those in
trouble or in need.”

- Rosemary Wehkamp, St. Stanislaus, Ingalls

... I want to be part of the
solution to turning this Dioy
cese into a vibrant, radicall
fa ith -fi lled co m m un ity of
believers!”

- Mary Beth Helfrich,
St. Andrew, Wright

… the strength of our church
depends on the strength of the
diocese. We know we’re helping
those in need who happen to be
our ‘neighbors’ as well.”

... of the importance
of passing on our Faith
and serving others.”

-Riley and Jenny Schmidt,
St. John the Baptist, Spearville

– Regina Lix,
St. Andrew, Wright

Parishioners age 70.5 and older:

You can make a tax-free gift from your IRA

H

ow? With an Individual Retirement Account “IRA” Charitable
Rollover, also called a “qualified
charitable distribution.”
What is an IRA Charitable Rollover?
An IRA Charitable Rollover is a direct
transfer of up to $100,000 from your
Traditional IRA to the Vibrant Ministries – Uniting our Church Appeal.
Who is eligible to make an IRA
Charitable Rollover? Any owner of
a Traditional IRA who is at least 70½
years old is eligible.
How does an IRA Charitable Roll-

over benefit me? Because the donation is made directly to the church for
the Vibrant Ministries – Uniting our
Church Appeal, you benefit by not
having to count the donated amount
as income for tax purposes - this can
be particularly helpful in excluding
all or part of your required minimum
distribution.
How long do I have to act? If you
want your gift to count toward your
IRA’s 2016 required minimum distribution (RMD), you only have until
December 31, 2016 to make your gift.

However, under the new law enacted
by Congress and signed by the President, the IRA Charitable Rollover is
now permanently available. You can
take advantage of this unique charitable giving tool each year.
How do I make an IRA Charitable
Rollover? Contact your IRA trustee
or administrator and instruct them
to make the contribution from your
IRA directly to the Vibrant Ministries
– Uniting our Church Appeal, Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City. They will have
forms for you to complete.

A Catholic profession
of faith and mission
By Father Terrance W. Klein

I

am a Catholic. I know that I have received my
Christian faith through the work of Christ’s
Catholic Church, an apostolic band of saints,
spanning the globe and its ages. By virtue of my
baptism, I am called to support the Church’s
mission on earth, with my prayers and penance,
my time and talents, my resources.
I am a Catholic. I know that the priests and
religious, whom our bishops send to my parish,
must be schooled for many years so as to render
faithful service to the Gospel. I know that when
they retire, having given their lives to my family
and to the Church, they count on my support.
I am a Catholic. I know that our young people
need good catechists who teach them the
Gospel and help them to grow in their faith. I
know that our couples, preparing for marriage,
must experience the life-changing formation of
Engaged Encounter. I know that such ministries
cannot exist without my support in the training
of those who serve.
I am a Catholic. I know that to be saved is to
be sent. As one of the faithful in the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City, I am accountable, before
God, for my Church’s mission, for its faithfulness, its vitality. Christ’s Church serves the world
by being of the world, conscientiously attending
to insurance premiums, health insurance, legal
counsel, the protection of God’s children, and
skilled administration.
I am a Catholic. I cannot be indifferent to
those who join us from other countries, seeking
to live their Catholic faith in justice and in peace.
My Lord tells me that to welcome the poor and
to care for them is to receive Christ himself. I
know that this work is done by Catholic Charities
and that it cannot be done without me.
I am a Catholic. The Lord didn’t call me on my
own, and I don’t serve Christ on my own. I know
that my bishop and his ministries directly link
me to the universal Church, granting Catholics a
vision broader than personal preference, a faith
deeper than individual intuition.
Lord, make me a faithful Catholic. Enkindle in
my heart a lively concern for the mission of my
Church. Grant that someday, after a life of faithful service, through the ministry of the Catholic
Church, you will call me into the fellowship of
your saints.

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
you give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
Loving God, fill us with the desire to be with you in

all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us,

Form our faith and
Strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.
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Dominican Sisters of Peace host annual Mission Bazaar

Photos by David Myers

mercy.

everything in Charity speaks

Dominican Sisters
of Peace and a host
of volunteers spent
hours preparing
jars of jellies and
hundreds of baked
items for sale at
the annual bazaar,
above. At upper
left, Sister Nancy
Jane Kuntz presents some of the
history, ministries
and activities of the
Great Bend Sisters.
Sister Corona Bayer
checks the price
ticket on one of her
many items for sale.

S

hoppers lined up early for the 7
a.m. opening of the Dominican
Sisters of Peace Annual Mission Bazaar, Nov. 12 at the Motherhouse in
Great Bend
The event raises money for the
ministries of the Dominican Sisters,
including their overseas missions.
By the time the second Saturday
in November arrives, there is such
an array of goods that repeat customers line up to stream into the
auditorium even before the doors
open. People donate items for sale
throughout the year, and people,
including volunteer youth, help on
the weekend of the bazaar with the
baking, serving lunches, assisting
customers, and speeding up the
clean-up.
The most recent bazaar started
with beverage and coffee-cake in
the morning, followed by a shopping excursion through hundreds of
handcrafted and homemade items,
two drawings for prizes, including
vacation getaways, sides of beef,
donated cash prizes, and several
unique gift theme baskets, as well
as a silent auction. As they did in
the morning, students helped serve
soup and pie for lunch and provide

clean-up.
“The spirit of the people on this
day is a spirit of friendship and
enjoyment all through the house,”
the Sisters wrote about the bazaar
on their website. “People are having a cup of coffee or juice and
just sitting and visiting, or eagerly
finding their treasures among the
items for sale. Even though things
are very busy this day, it seems
that it is still a day to enjoy each
shopper, renew acquaintances,
and feel the excitement of the
season.”
The day provides a reunion of
sorts, with Dominican Sisters coming from across the country to help
celebrate the day.
Arriving in central Kansas in
1902 to provide education and
healthcare for the early settlers,
the sisters relied on their own
resources to pay for their ministries and for a Motherhouse where
they could live. They began to sell
hand-crafted and homemade items,
along with a hot meal. Today, the
tradition continues. Sisters, Dominican Associates, employees, family
members, and friends work on sale
items throughout the year.

Catholic
Charities
2016 Annual Appeal

Photos by David Myers

of Southwest Kansas

caring for the sick
feeding the hungry
clothing the naked
housing the homeless . . .
enriching lives through our words
and through our actions.

help . . .
and create hope . . .
love is our mission
serving the poor and vulnerable regardless of faith
we provide

we are Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas
please give generously to the 2016 Annual Appeal
Donate online at http://catholiccharitiesswks.org/2016-annual-appeal
This gift is given (please print):

Name (please print)

Ƒin memory:
Ƒin honor:

Address
City/State/Zip

Phone

Email
Would you like to receive our E-newsletter?

Yes Ƒ

No Ƒ

Enclosed is my/our tax deductible gift to support the mission of Catholic Charities:

Ƒ $1000 Ƒ $500 Ƒ $250 Ƒ $100 Ƒ $50 Ƒ $25 Ƒ Other $
ƑCheck

ƑCredit Card (please circle one): Mastercard / Visa / Discover / American Express

Number on Card
Name on Card

Exp. Date
Signature

Please use my/our tax deductible gift:

Ƒ Where most needed
ƑAddiction & Recovery
ƑTeen Mom’s Program
ƑWork for Success Program
ƑEmergency Assistance
ƑEndowment for the Future Fund

&DWKROLF&KDULWLHVLQ6RXWKZHVW.6LVDQRQSUR¿WFKDULWDEOH F  RUJDQL]DWLRQ3OHDVHPDNHFKHFNVSD\DEOHWR&DWKROLF&KDULWLHVRI6RXWKZHVW.6
'RQDWHRQOLQHDWZZZ&DWKROLF&KDULWLHV6:.6RUJRUVHQGGRQDWLRQVE\PDLOWR&HQWUDO$YHƔ'RGJH&LW\.6Ɣ  
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Papa Francisco concede que todos los sacerdotes puedan

absolver el pecado del aborto
V

ATICANO (ACI).- En la Carta Apostólica “Misericordia et misera”, el Papa
Francisco concede a todos los sacerdotes
la facultad de absolver el pecado del
aborto de manera indefinida, un permiso
que había concedido solo durante el Año
Jubilar que concluyó ayer.
De acuerdo al derecho canónico, en
el canon 1398, debido a su gravedad,
quien procura un aborto incurre en excomunión automática (latae sententiae), que solo puede absolver el obispo
de la diócesis y los sacerdotes a los que
él autorice. Con ocasión del Año de la
Misericordia, el Papa permitió a los

presbíteros de todo el mundo absolver
este pecado.
Con su nueva carta, el Santo Padre extiende este permiso de forma indefinida.
“Para que ningún obstáculo se interponga en entre la petición de reconciliación y el perdón de Dios, de ahora en
adelante concedo a todos los sacerdotes,
en razón de su ministerio, la facultad de
absolver a quienes hayan procurado el
pecado de aborto”.
El Papa Francisco, con “Misericordia et
misera” quiere recordar que la Iglesia no
puede olvidar esta actitud del cristiano
que se ha puesto más de manifiesta que

nunca durante el Año Santo.
“La misericordia no puede ser un
paréntesis en la vida de la Iglesia, sino
que constituye su misma existencia, que
manifiesta y hace tangible la verdad
profunda del Evangelio. Todo se revela
en la misericordia; todo se resuelve en el
amor misericordioso del Padre”, afirma
al comienzo del texto.
La concesión del Pontífice se encuentra en el punto 12 del documento, en el
que además condena de manera tajante
el aborto. “Cuanto había concedido de
modo limitado para el período jubilar, lo
extiendo ahora en el tiempo, no obstante

cualquier cosa en contrario”.
“Quiero enfatizar con todas mis fuerzas que el aborto es un pecado grave,
porque pone fin a una vida humana
inocente”, afirma.
“Con la misma fuerza, sin embargo,
puedo y debo afirmar que no existe
ningún pecado que la misericordia de
Dios no pueda alcanzar y destruir, allí
donde encuentra un corazón arrepentido que pide reconciliarse con el Padre.
Por tanto, que cada sacerdote sea guía,
apoyo y alivio a la hora de acompañar
a los penitentes en este camino de
reconciliación especial”.

Adviento, tiempo de esperanza y preparación para la felicidad que no termina

C

ÓRDOBA (ACI) - El Obispo de Córdoba
en España, Mons. Demetrio Fernández, dedicó su carta semanal a reflexionar
sobre el Adviento que comenzó el 27 de
noviembre y explicó que en este día comienza este tiempo de preparación para
la “felicidad que no termina”.
En la carta titulada “Estad en vela, estad preparados”, el Prelado afirmó que
“el Adviento es el tiempo de la espera
del Señor, que viene. El cristiano no afronta la muerte como si fuera un muro
impenetrable. No. El cristiano sabe que
después de la vida presente nos esperan
los brazos amorosos de Dios, nos espera
la vida eterna en la felicidad de Dios con
María y con todos los santos”.
“El cristiano se alegra y sufre como to-

dos los mortales, pero mantiene siempre
la certeza de una vida que no acaba, de
una felicidad que no termina, y eso le llena
de esperanza, incluso en los momentos
más duros de su vida”.
El tiempo de Adviento, resaltó Mons.
Fernández, “tiene este sentido de prepararnos al encuentro del Señor cuando
venga a buscarnos. Que cuando llegue nos
encuentre preparados y dispuestos”.
El Obispo de Córdoba también escribió
que “la vida cristiana no es una repetición
monótona de lo mismo, el Año litúrgico
tampoco. El Año litúrgico es la celebración
de los misterios de la vida de Cristo que
por medio de la liturgia se nos hace contemporáneo, cercano. No es por tanto una
repetición monótona, es una celebración

Sesiones de conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido víctima de abuso sexual
por algún clérigo, o cualquier empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por
favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@
starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente
a Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan
con menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los
Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles en ambos inglés y
español. Son conducidos por gente de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias,
escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register y la página electrónica de
la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.
Garden City - Spanish
Saturday, Jan. 28 , 2017
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
St. Mary’s Parish Center
510 N. 12th St

Garden City, KS 67846
PGC Facilitator: Norma Alvarez
(620) 225-4802
Contact Person: Hector Rivera
(620) 276-2716

en espiral ascendente y creciente”.
“Volvemos a celebrar el nacimiento,
la vida pública, la pasión, la muerte y la
resurrección del Señor que culmina en el
envío del Espíritu Santo. No es lo mismo
del año pasado, es siempre algo nuevo,
como lo es el encuentro con una persona,
aunque uno conviva con ella todos los
días”.
En el Adviento, dijo el Prelado, también
uno se prepara para “la venida de Jesús
en la Navidad. Qué bonita es la Navidad
y tanto o más su preparación. Como una
madre espera con paz serena el nacimiento de su hijo, así la Iglesia entera se pone
en estado de buena esperanza”.
“La esperanza es el color del Adviento.
Viene Jesús a salvarnos, es el Salvador. Y

su venida nos trae alegría y paz. Nos trae
solidaridad con los hermanos, especialmente con los que sufren. En Navidad,
Jesús es el centro y sin él no tendríamos
Navidad”.
Para celebrar esta fiesta, enfatizó, es
necesario preparar el corazón para el
Niño Jesús que viene: “que se sienta a
gusto cuando venga. Para ello, limpia tu
casa, ordena tu vida, déjale entrar. Te trae
alegrías que nunca olvidarás”.
Tras recordar que en el Adviento también se celebra a María, la Madre de
Dios, el Obispo subraya finalmente que
este tiempo está “lleno de esperanzas y
cumplimiento de promesas. Nos ponemos
en camino con las lámparas encendidas,
con la fe ardiente y la caridad solícita”.

Teología de la Iglesia
THEO 2023 Teología de la Iglesia
Instructor: Dr. Valentin Ekiaka Nzai
Fechas: Enero 22, 29, Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, Mar. 12, 19, 26
Domingos de 3:00 – 6:30 PM
Descripción del Curso: Un estudio de la naturaleza de la
Iglesia como se ha entendido por medio de los siglos.
El curso comienza con el Nuevo Testamento, progresa por
medio de los Padres de la Iglesia, examina la eclesiología del
Vaticano II y concluye con un estudio después del Vaticano
II.
El Dr. Valentin Ekiaka Nzai se graduó de la Universidad de
Lincoln, Nebraska (Doctor en Educación). Ha trabajado como
profesor de primaria y profesor universitario en África; El
Caribe; México y Estados Unidos. Actualmente, es profesor
asociado en MACC en San Antonio, TX.
Para mas informacion contacte Coleen Stein, cstein@
Dr. Valentin Ekiaka Nzai
dcdiocese.org.

Four propuestas del Papa Francisco para que la misericordia siga inundando la sociedad
VATICANO, 21 Nov. 16 / 11:21 am (ACI).El Vaticano ha publicado este lunes 21 de
noviembre la nueva Carta Apostólica del
Papa Francisco “Misericordia et misera”
en la que invita a todos los católicos a
proseguir el camino de misericordia que se
manifestó fuertemente durante el Jubileo
de la Misericordia.
El documento, que fue firmado por el
Pontífice al final de la clausura del Año
Santo y ante unos 70.000 fieles en la Plaza
de San Pedro el domingo 20 de noviembre,
propone para ello algunas iniciativas:

1. Profundizar la palabra de Dios
El Santo Padre propone que cada comunidad dedique un domingo del Año
litúrgico a profundizar en la Palabra de Dios
“para comprender la inagotable riqueza
que proviene de ese diálogo constante de
Dios con su pueblo”.
Además señala que “habría que enriquecer ese momento con iniciativas
creativas, que animen a los creyentes a
ser instrumentos vivos de la transmisión
de la Palabra”.
2. Alentar las obras de misericordia

El Papa Francisco invita a realizar las
obras de misericordia corporales y espirituales porque también “constituyen hasta
nuestros di?as una prueba de la incidencia
importante y positiva de la misericordia
como valor social”.
3. Vivir la misericordia en familia
El Pontífice hace votos para que la
familia sea lugar privilegiado en el que
se viva la misericordia porque “la gracia
del Sacramento del Matrimonio no solo
fortalece a la familia para que sea un lugar
privilegiado en el que se viva la misericor-

dia, sino que compromete a la comunidad
cristiana”.
“Y con ella a toda la accio?n pastoral,
para que se resalte el gran valor propositivo de la familia”.
4. Prosigue la labor de los Misioneros de
la misericordia
El texto del Papa establece que los “Misioneros de la misericordia” sigan en activo
“hasta nueva disposición” como “signo
concreto de que la gracia del Jubileo siga
siendo viva y eficaz, a lo largo y ancho del
mundo”.
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Sacred Heart School, Ness City,
celebrates Annual Fall Festival

S

tudents past and present, parents, teachers
and the Ness City community gathered at
Sacred Heart School recently to celebrate the
school’s 7th Annual Fall Festival.
The evening began with a Children’s Mass
celebrated by Bishop John Brungardt and Father
Pascal Klein, followed by a steak dinner, silent
auction and a live auction in the school gym.
Attending the event were more than 150
people, including a few Sacred Heart alumns
who travelled many miles to attend.

“There was lots of good food, good laughs
and good conversation,” one participant noted.
“Father Pascal was a hit! The Fall Festival is one
of the major fund raiser’s for the school. It was a
nice crowd.”
At right is Father Pascal Klein at the Fall Festival
following Mass. Below, some 150 participants
take part in the live auction. Below, right, a
table full of items up for silent bids entices
people to take a closer look.

Courtesy photos

Working together

Democrats, Republicans join to introduce bill to improve Rural Heath Care

W

ASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Sens. Pat
Roberts (R-Kan.) and Al Franken
(D-Minn.), cochairmen of the Senate
Rural Health Caucus, and Sens. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) and Heidi Heitkamp (DN.D.) announced they have introduced
legislation to improve rural health care
by strengthening the rural health delivery
system and providing relief to hospitals
and other providers serving rural Americans. Nov. 17, the day of the announcement, was National Rural Health Day.
“Our rural communities face unique
needs and often immense hurdles in regards to continuing to provide top-notch
care,” said Roberts. “The RHoPE Act
recognizes that rural health care providers have very different needs than their
urban counterparts and that health care
is not one size fits all.”
“For millions of rural Americans, getting access to high quality health care
can be a struggle,” said Franken. “As a
member of the Senate Health Committee, I’ve traveled across Minnesota to
meet with patients, providers, and rural
health experts to better understand the
challenges that rural communities face in
accessing and providing quality care. This
bipartisan legislation is a continuation of
that effort and would help strengthen

health care in Greater Minnesota and all
across rural America.”
“In Wyoming, we understand the
unique challenges our rural and frontier communities must overcome when
people need medical care. Washington’s
one-size-fits-all approach to health care
simply doesn’t serve Wyoming patients
well,” said Barrasso. “Our bill will help
create an accessible rural health care
system by putting our rural providers on
a level playing field with other doctors
and hospitals across the country. Most
importantly, this bill ensures that folks in
rural states like Wyoming have access to
medical care as close to home as possible.”
“Every day I come to the U.S. Senate fighting for rural America, and that
includes making sure families living in
rural communities can access the quality,
affordable health care they deserve,”
said Heitkamp. “Our bipartisan bill would
make needed changes to address the
unique health care needs of small and remote towns in North Dakota and across
the country. A one-size-fits-all model
for health service doesn’t work for rural
communities, and this bill would change
that.”
The legislation, named the Craig

Thomas Rural Hospital and Provider
Equity Act (RHoPE), honors the service of
the late Sen. Craig Thomas (R-Wyo.), former chairman of the Senate Rural Health
Caucus. The legislation makes changes to
Medicare regulations for rural hospitals
and providers, recognizing the difficulty
in achieving the same economies of scale
as large urban facilities.

Specifically, the legislation:

• Equalizes Medicare’s disproportionate share of hospital payments to
bring rural hospitals in line with urban
facilities and provides additional assistance for small, rural hospitals that
have a low-volume of patients. Often,
these hospitals have trouble making
ends meet under the Medicare payment
system.
• Extends incentive payments for doctors who practice in rural areas and protects the availability of other health care
providers – such as rural health clinics,
home health agencies, ambulances and
mental health professionals.
• Provides a Capital Infrastructure
Loan Program to make loans available
to help rural facilities improve crumbling buildings and infrastructure. Rural

providers can apply to receive planning
grants to help assess capital and infrastructure needs.
• Allows marriage and family therapists and licensed professional counselors to bill Medicare for their services
and be paid the rate of social workers, a
provision championed by the late Sen.
Thomas.
• Creates a pilot program providing
incentives for home health agencies to
purchase and utilize home monitoring
and communications technologies.
• Facilitates tele-health services across
state lines.
The legislation has received support
from numerous rural health groups
around the country including the National Rural Health Association, the State
Offices of Rural Health, the American
Hospital Association, and the National
Association of Rural Health Clinics.
Members of the Rural Health Caucus
have introduced similar legislation in the
previous Congresses.
For a full text of the legislation, go to
www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/
senate-bill/3435/text.
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Glenn H. Breford, 84, of St. Joseph Parish,
Ellinwood, passed away Nov. 12, 2016. Breford graduated from Holyrood High School
in 1950 and later joined the U.S. Army,
where he served his country from 19531955. He is formerly of the Holyrood area
where he was the owner of Breford & Sons
Construction Company. Survivors include
his son, Mark; sister, Marilyn Kaiser; and
step-grandsons, Kenny Stroede and Jason
Stroede. Father Terrance Klein presided.
Joanna “Jan” R. (Hessman) Nicholas, 79,
of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish, Dodge City, died Nov. 15, 2016. She
received her education at the “Sears” School
in rural Ford County and was a 1954 graduate of St. Mary of the Plains High School.
She was an avid sports player including fast
pitch softball for the Dodge City May Bees
and the Kline Klippers. Later she played in
the Ft. Worth Texas League. During the Atlas
and Titan Missile Crisis, she followed her
husband to several states to follow the Federal Contracts. She spent time at home with
her girls and taking care of her upholstery
business. After working for many companies Jan and her husband, Ronald Nicholas,
opened Great Plains Development Federal
Money Lending. She was a member of the
Daughters of Isabella. Survivors include
her daughter, Peggy Segrest; brothers, Bob
Hessman, Jerry Hessman, Tom Hessman

Help for those with
gaming addictions
Do you need help with a gambling/gaming addiction? You’re
not alone. Don’t wait until the
addiction takes a serious toll on
your life. Call for help and join
thousands of people who are
seeking help for their struggle.

KSgamblingHelp.com
800-522-4700
Kansas Alliance for
Responsible Gambling

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Dec. 4
Isaiah 11:1-10/Romans 15:4-9/Matthew 3:1-12
Monday, Dec. 5
Isaiah 35:1-10/Luke 5:17-26
Tuesday, Dec. 6
Isaiah 40:1-11/Matthew 18:12-14
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2016; Saint Ambrose, bishop and doctor
Isaiah 40:25-31/Matthew 11:28-30
Thursday, Dec. 8, 2016; Immaculate

Conception of the Virgin Mary - Solemnity - * Holy Day of Obligation *
Genesis 3:9-15, 20/Ephesians 1:3-6, 1112/Luke 1:26-38
Friday, Dec. 9, 2016
Isaiah 48:17-19/Matthew 11:16-19
Saturday, Dec. 10
Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11/Matthew 17:10-13
Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016
Isaiah 35:1-6, 10/James 5:7-10/Matthew 11:2-11
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and Bill Hessman; a sister, Linda Olney; two
grandchildren; three great grandchildren;
and numerous nephews and nieces. Father
Aneesh Parappanattu presided.
Silvia Romo, 59, of St. Helen Parish, Hugoton, died Nov. 18, 2016. Survivors include
husband Antonio Romo Sr.; son, Raul; a
daughter, Melinda Martinez; a brother,
Cornelio Landa II; three sisters, Juanita
Macias, Evelingina Salas, and Lucia Landa;
eight grandchildren and several other relatives and friends.
Lloyd A. “PeeWee” Stroud, 74, of Prince
of Peace Parish at St. Rose of Lima, Great
Bend, died Nov. 18, 2016. He was a truck
driver for Rainbow Trucking, retiring in
2013. In his youth, Lloyd played semi-pro
baseball, playing slow pitch until the age
of 46. Survivors include his wife, Virginia
R. “Sue” Schmitt; one son, Eugene “Huie”
Stroud; one daughter, Debbra Stroud; and
three grandchildren. Father Don Bedore
officiated.
Albertina Anna Fehrenbach, 90, of Sacred
Heart Parish, Ness City, died Nov. 22, 2016.
She was a member of the Altar Society. She
was a cook and cleaned laundry at both
hospitals in Ness County and she cooked for
several restaurants. She also the answering service for most local oil companies for
many years. She is survived by three daughters, Rose Mary Wagner, Berni Funk, and

Janet Nottingham; two brothers, Paul Flax
and Alfred Flax; one sister, Agnes Richmeier;
seven grandchildren; 11 great grandchildren; and three great-great grandchildren.
Christina D. Klusener, 98, of Prince of
Peace Parish at St. Rose of Lima, Great Bend,
died Nov. 21, 2016. She was a member of
the Altar Society. Survivors include two
sons, Larry E. Klusener and Jerry A. Klusener;
five grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren. Father Don Bedore presided.
Virginia P. Herrman, 87, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge
City, died Nov. 19, 2016. Mrs. Herrman enjoyed working on Genealogy projects as well
as crocheting, baking and collecting dolls in
her spare time. She was also a Scout Leader
for several years. She is survived by her
husband, Gerald; a son, John Herrman; two
daughters, Linda Conkle and Donna Robinson; a sister, Edna Rubin; 14 grandchildren
and 23 great-grandchildren. Father Aneesh
Parappanuttu presided.

Monday, Dec. 12, 2016
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17/Matthew
21:23-27
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2016; Saint Lucy,
virgin and martyr
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13/Matthew 21:2832
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2016; Saint John
of the Cross, priest and doctor
First Corinthians 2:1-10 or Isaiah 45:68, 18, 21-25/Luke 7:18-23

Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016
Isaiah 54:1-10/Luke 7:24-30
Friday, Dec. 16, 2016
Isaiah 56:1-3, 6-8/John 5:33-36
Saturday, Dec. 17, 2016
Genesis 49:2, 8-10/Matthew 1:1-17
Sunday, Dec. 18, 2016
Isaiah 7:10-14/Romans 1:1-7/Matthew
1:18-24

Obituary policy

Obituaries are always printed free of
charge. They must be edited for space and
SKC style. If you find an error, or if a listing
of a friend or loved one is not included,
call (620) 227-1519, or email skregister@
dcdiocese.org.

Send a letter of support to our seminarians

A

s they enter their final year
of study, Deacons Schneider
and Brantley have expressed
how meaningful it is for them
to have received your letters of
support over the years. Please
continue to let them, and our
newest seminarians, know that
you are praying for them.
BRANTLEY, Deacon Mark
(Theology IV)
Pope St. John XXIII National
Seminary
558 South Avenue
Weston, MA 02493-2699
Parish: COLG, Dodge City

Remembrance

SCHNEIDER, Deacon Jacob
(Theology IV)
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz

When you’ve lost a loved one
think of us for all your funeral
needs. We’ll help you make their
remembrance, a family tribute.

Funeral Chapel

FA M I LY O W N E D & O P E R AT E D

1901 N. 14th Avenue

Dodge City, KS

620-225-0518 www.zieglerfuneralchapel.com

© MTI

STANG, John (Pre-Theology I)
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: Prince of Peace, Great
Bend

HABASH, Austin
(Spirituality Year)
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: Prince of Peace, Great
Bend
FRIEB, Eric (College Freshman)
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz

M. Brantley

J. Schneider

A. Habash

HERNANDEZ, Esteban
(Language Culture Church
Program)
BEFORE CHRISTMAS
c/o Father Wesley Schawe
910 Central, P.O. Box 137
Dodge City, KS 67801
AFTER CHRISTMAS
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: COLG, Dodge City

J. Stang

E. Freib

E. Hernandez

adVantage
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Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

DAN REED, FICF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce
(785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood,
Hoisington, Olmitz,
Russell, Claflin,
Ellsworth

DARIN REED,
FICF
(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell
Ransom

TYLER MEYER,
FICF
(785) 726-4899
Kingman, Sharon,
Willowdale, St. Leo,
Pratt, Danville, Medicine Lodge, Kiowa,
Greensburg
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
1 Faith-sharing program used in the UK, Australia, and South Africa
9
10
11
4 Son of Sarah
7 Holy holders
12
13
9 “Light from light, ___
God from…”
14
15
16
10 NT book
17
18 19
20
12 First patriarch, to his
friends?
21
22
13 Home of Adam and
Eve
23
14 Enemies of ancient
24 25
Israel
17 To do this is human,
28
29
26
27
but to forgive is divine
18 Fourth man
30
31
32
21 Where Vatican City
35
33 34
is
23 Biblical animal of
36
37
38
39
transport
24 Father of David
26 Son of Eve
40
41
42
29 NT epistle
30 Bread of the Passwww.wordgamesforcatholics.com
over
8 Genuflection joint
24 The feast day of St. Thomas
33 Goliath lost his
9 Catholic newsman Russert Aquinas is in this month (abbr.)
35 ___ of God
37 “Keep them fastened over former host of “Meet the Press” 25 “Kyrie ___”
your heart always ___ them 10 Paul says this is the glory of a 27 C a t h o l i c C o m p o s e r
woman (1 Cor 11:15)
Beethoven
around your neck.” (Prov 6:21)
38 “You are the ___ of the earth” 11 “…at the name of Jesus every 28 ___ and abstinence
knee should ___…” (Phil 2:10)
29 Catholic dancer and movie
(Mt 5:13)
40 OT book that precedes Ruth 15 What the sea bottom became star Kelly
when Moses parted it
31 “a ___ of one crying in the
41 Sr. Prejean
16
“…and
there
was
no
man
to
desert” (Lk 3:4)
42 “In the ___ of the Father…”
___
the
ground”
(Gen
2:5)
32 “Our Father who ___…”
DOWN
19
“…to
the
___
of
the
earth.”
34 He gave up his birthright to
2 “…the fish of the sea and the
(Acts 1:8)
his brother
birds of the ___.” (Gen 1:26)
20 Tarsus, to Paul
36 OT prophetic book that
3 He saw the wheel
21 The Archdiocese of Dubuque mourns the destruction of Jeru5 Land with a queen in Kings
salem and the Holy Temple
6 “When we eat this bread and is here
39 OT book that is a collection
22
Celesti
al
being,
to
Jacques
drink this ___…”
for five sorrowful poems
23
Monk’s
room
7 Superior of convent

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

GEORGE SPINELLI,

(785) 728-2147
FICF, LUTCF,
oﬃce
CLU
(785) 871-1991
(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
Goodland, Colby,
(785) 650-3404 cell
Marienthal, Scott
St.
John, Seward, Great
City, Sharon Springs,
Bend, Kinsley
St. Francis, Tribune,
Garden City

SHAUN

LINENBERGER

(785) 301-2676
oﬃce
(785) 623-8716 cell
Larned, La Crosse,
Olmitz

For more
information on
a career with
the Knights of
Columbus,
contact George
Spinelli at
(785) 726-4899.

DAN ORDONEZ

(620) 260-0962
Garden City, Plains,
Liberal, Ulysses,
Ingalls, Elkart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakins,
Syracuse, Satanta

Check out our website!

D.J. REBEL

(913) 687-0164
Spearville, Wright,
Dodge City, Ashland,
Ness City, Jetmore

• • • kofcinsuranceks.com

st. sebastian’s sOduKO

ADAM CEBULA

TEASER THE FIRST: Each of these
words begins with the letters
SER. Find the word based on the
description.
1. Calm and peaceful
2. Help for the public
3. Snake
4. Severe
5. Music or performance
6. Army rank

TEASER THE SECOND: Say the
words slowly and listen to what you
hear to figure out what the phrase
is. Example: Common Firm Their
Rain = Come In From The Rain
1. Bee Way Rough Thud Hog
2. Bees Items Say Elf
3. Below They Whiz Ill
4. Bet Relate Thin Heifer
5. Better Hoses

TEASER THE THIRD: The answer to the riddle is a pair of
words that rhyme with each
other. For example: Large
Feline would be Fat Cat.
1. Not as good as poem
2. Mortgage howl
3. Paddle shop
4. Nude rabbit
5. Natural remedy
6. Nice poster
7. Pasta pastry
8. Orca story
9. Pale man in armor
10. No more fiber

(Left) To solve a Soduko, fill in
the table so that the numbers
from 1 to 9 will be in each
column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct
solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
columna debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
cuadrado 3x3 debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a 9.

AdVantage
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Priests on the Prairie

Hoefer
Stained Glass

Died December 2, 1932

Father Edward Cryne

F

Father Cryne’s genial and
amiable disposition
allowed him to pass over
or ignore no one in any
station, humble or exalted.

ather Edward Cryne, a native of Willimantic, Conn. was born
in Aug. 31, 1877. He played hockey in college and semi-professionally with a mid-West team. He was ordained by the Most
Rev. James E. Quigley, archbishop of Chicago, on May 25, 1907.
He served as a chaplain in Chicago at St. Mary’s Training
School for Boys, an orphanage, and St. Bernard Hospital. He
spent nine months as an army chaplain during World War I.
He later relocated in southwest Kansas for health reasons.
He served two assignments in the Dodge City diocese: Sacred
Heart, Larned (1921-1922), and St. Anthony, Liberal (19221926).
In 1926, Father Cryne returned to Connecticut where he
served as curate at St. Rose Church in New Haven. He died suddenly after suffering a heart attack while celebrating Mass on
Dec. 2, 1932.
The Most Rev. Maurice McAulifee, auxiliary bishop of Hartford, celebrated the funeral Mass at St. Rose Church. Among
the mourners were members of the New Haven Eagles hockey
team. Burial was in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Willimantic, Conn.
Father Cryne’s genial and amiable disposition allowed him to
pass over or ignore no one in any station, humble or exalted.
All were drawn to him and he was a priest to them all without
exception. (Catholic Transcript, Hartford, Conn., Dec. 8, 1932)
Two siblings entered the religious life: Father Eugene Cryne
and Sister Mary Margaret, R.S.M.

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Gratitude is a
vaccine, an
antitoxin, and
an antiseptic.
-- John Henry Jowett

Each issue of the
Southwest Kansas
Catholic is available for download, free and in
color, at dcdiocese.
org/swkscatholic.
No registration or
-- Pope
sign-in is required.
Francis -The site includes
an archive of game
pages dating back
to 2011.
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• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

105 Layton Street

♦

Dodge City

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437

“Let us be silent, that we may hear the whisper of God.”

Grow Deeper,
Not Older!
Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

855-392-9333.

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

adVantage

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Submit photos,
articles
Do you have a photo or
photos from an event in
your parish that you would
like to submit to the Catholic? To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines
ISSUE:
DEADLINE:
Dec. 18
Dec. 7
Dates are subject to
change.

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

season as we await the
birth of our Savior!

ANSWERS
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St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
INFANT OF PRAGUE

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770
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THIRD:
1. Worse Verse
2. Loan Moan
3. Oar Store
4. Bare Hare
5. Pure Cure
6. Fine Sign
7. Noodle Strudel
8. Whale Tale
9. White Knight
10. Bran Ban
SECOND:
1. Beware of the Dog
2. Beside Himself
3. Blow the Whistle
4. Better Late Than Never
5. Bed of Roses
FIRST:
1. SERENE
2. SERVICE
3. SERPENT
4. SERIOUS
5. SERENADE
6. SERGEANT
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The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Bishops congratulate Trump while stressing
solidarity with ‘migrant and refugee families’
BALTIMORE—On the first day of the Fall General
Assembly, Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, asked his brother
bishops to support a post-election statement given by
Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, auxiliary bishop of Seattle,
Washington, and chairman of the USCCB Committee
Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, Auxiliary Bishop of Seattle
Chairman, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee
on Migration:
e would first like to congratulate President-elect
Donald J. Trump and give our support for all efforts to work together to promote the common good,
especially those to protect the most vulnerable among
us. I personally pledge my prayers for Mr. Trump, all
elected officials, and those who will work in the new
administration. I offer a special word to migrant and
refugee families living in the United States: be assured
of our solidarity and continued accompaniment as you
work for a better life.
We believe the family unit is the cornerstone of society, so it is vital to protect the integrity of the family. For
this reason, we are reminded that behind every “statistic” is a person who is a mother, father, son, daughter, sister or brother and has dignity as a child of God.
We pray that as the new administration begins its role
leading our country, it will recognize the contributions
of refugees and immigrants to the overall prosperity
and well-being of our nation. We will work to promote
humane policies that protect refugees and immigrants’
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on Migration, repeating the words to our brothers and
sisters who come to the country seeking a better life:
“We are with you.”
Below is the original statement issued November 11,
and now supported by the body of bishops.

inherent dignity, keep families together, and honor and
respect the laws of this nation.
Serving and welcoming people fleeing violence and
conflict in various regions of the world is part of our
identity as Catholics. The Church will continue this
life-saving tradition. Today, with more than 65 million
people forcibly displaced from their homes, the need
to welcome refugees and provide freedom from persecution is more acute than ever and 80 of our dioceses
across the country are eager to continue this wonderful
act of accompaniment born of our Christian faith. We
stand ready to work with a new administration to continue to ensure that refugees are humanely welcomed
without sacrificing our security or our core values as
Americans. A duty to welcome and protect newcomers,
particularly refugees, is an integral part of our mission to
help our neighbors in need.
We pray for President-elect Trump and all leaders
in public life, that they may rise to the responsibilities
entrusted to them with grace and courage. And may
all of us as Catholics and Americans remain a people of
solidarity with others in need and a nation of hospitality
which treats others as we would like to be treated.

Pope moved by stories of suffering
For the Pope, another particularly striking encounter was the day he went to
visit people at both the beginning and
end of life, when he traveled to a residence for the terminally ill, as well as to
the neonatal unit of Rome’s San Giovanni
hospital.
When he arrived at the maternity ward
of the hospital, the Pope recalled seeing
a mother “who cried and cried and cried
in front of her two twins.” She originally
had three babies, but one of them had
died.
“She cried for her dead son, while
caressing the other two,” the Pope said,
explaining that his mind immediately
turned to the attitude of some who
“send away” their children before birth.
This is a “horrible crime,” he said,
naming several common false justifications for abortion: “they send them away
because ‘it’s better like this,’ because you
are more comfortable,” or because “it’s
‘a big responsibility’.” This, he stressed
again, is “a serious sin.”
Despite still having her other two children, the woman “cried for the one who
died, unable to be consoled,” he said.
Francis said this visit as well as that of
the women rescued from forced prostitution stayed in his mind.
Pope Francis’ 40-minute video interview with journalists Paolo Ruffini and
Lucio Brunelli of TV2000 touched on a
variety of other topics, including the
fruits of the Jubilee of Mercy, papal

temptations, the importance of having a
good sense of humor and how he deals
with stress.
He said the Year of Mercy’s celebration
in every diocese of the world instead of
just in Rome “universalized” it.
“It was the entire Church who lived this
Jubilee, it was like a Jubilee atmosphere,”
he said, noting how he heard news from
dioceses around the world telling stories
of people drawing closer to the Church
and strengthening their personal encounter with Jesus.
The Jubilee, he said, was “a blessing
from the Lord” and “a great step forward.” He credited his predecessors Bl.
Paul VI, who began the Jubilee Year tradition, and St. John Paul II, “who put a very
strong accent on mercy.”
“It planted a lot of seeds,” he said,
crediting the spiritual growth people experienced during the Holy Year to God’s
grace.
“I think that the Lord will grow good
things, simple, daily, in the lives of
people,” rather than through spectacles,
he said.
When asked about a comment he had
made saying “the human attitude closest
to divine grace is humor,” Francis said
having a good sense of humor is a grace
that he asks for every day.
He said he prays the same prayer of St.
Thomas More: “Give me, Lord, a sense of
humor,” so that he “knows how to laugh
ahead of a fight.” A good sense of humor
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“lifts you,” he said, and allows you to see
things with a renewed perspective.
The Pope also cautioned against having an attitude of rigidity, as well as an
attitude of hypocrisy. Pointing to the
Sermon on the Mount from the Gospels,
Francis noted that it ends with Jesus saying “be merciful like the Father,” which
was the theme of the Jubilee.
“It doesn’t say: be just like the Father,”
he noted, but stressed that “it’s the
same! The justice and mercy of God are
one thing. Mercy is justice and justice is
mercy. And they cannot be separated.”
On the topic of stress, the Pope said
that even though he frequently feels
tired, he has a way to keep his stress
level down: “I pray: that helps me a lot.”
Celebrating Mass, praying the rosary
and the Liturgy of the Hours as well as
simply speaking freely with the Lord are
all things the Pope said help him to stay
calm and balanced.
The Pope has another way to relive
stress. “I sleep well,” he said, deeming
this “a grace from the Lord.”
“I sleep like a log,” he said, but confessed to having aches and pains like
everyone else, such as his sciatica, but insisted sleeping well helps with his health.
The interview then turned to various
conflicts throughout the world. He said
the world needs a heightened sense of
tenderness capable of “caressing the
flesh of the suffering Christ” to overcome
this violence.

Archbishop
Gómez’s
immigration
stance praised
by Vatican
official

By Elise Harris
ome (CNA) - Archbishop Silvano Tomasi said the election of Archbishop
Jose Gómez as vice president of the
U.S. bishop’s conference will serve as a
great resource on immigration.
Head of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Archbishop Gómez “has written
and spoken very clearly on the rights of
migrants and the need to respect their
family structure, the family unit,” Archbishop Tomasi told EWTN News Nightly
Nov. 16.
Born in Monterrey, Mexico in 1951,
Gómez was appointed auxiliary bishop
of Denver, and made Archbishop of
San Antonio in 2004. In 2010 he was
appointed coadjutor archbishop of Los
Angeles, succeeding as its ordinary the
next year.
In all of his roles Gómez has worked
extensively in Hispanic ministry and
played a key role in creating the Catholic Association of Latino Leaders. He has
also been outspoken on pro-life issues,
immigration, and the death penalty.
Archbishop Tomasi noted that the
Church in the United States has always
kept an open channel of communication with the government, which is
essential because she “is arguing from
the evidence and the experience on the
ground.”
The advantage of the faith communities, both Catholics and those from
other Christian denominations, is that
“they represent the grassroots, they
are in touch with the families and their
everyday problems.”
“They can argue for the good of the
country, both the good as the image,
the humanitarian tradition, of the
United States, and the good of the
economy,” he said, noting how many
undocumented immigrants are now
“in the structure of the economy” and
contribute by paying taxes, working and
consuming goods produced in the U.S.
In this sense, the various Christian
Churches “can be really a good service
to both the country and the immigrants.”
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