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“pray especially to our Blessed Mother Mary,
placing all your intentions into her hands. For
she loves you as she loves her son. she will
guide you in all your relationships so
that peace may fill your life.”
-- Saint M�t�er Teresa
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Thank You,
Religious

The Presentation of the Lord

+ Most Rev. John
B. Brungardt
Bishop of the
Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City

T

T

he Feast of the presentation of the lord, also called “Candlemas Day”, is Feb. 2 (see the bishop’s column at right):
“When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus
up to Jerusalem to present him to the lord, just as it is written in the law of the lord, Every male that opens the
womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to oﬀer the sacriﬁce of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons....”
-- Luke 2:22-24

Prayer for Consecrated Persons
“God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your Son’s
Kingdom as sisters, brothers, religious priests, as well as members of secular institutes.
Renew their knowledge and love of you, and send your Holy Spirit to help them respond
generously and courageously to your will. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever, Amen.”
The World Day For Consecrated Life is being celebrated Feb. 5. Consider sending a letter or card of support to a sister, brother, or
religious priest. For mailing addresses, go to dcdiocese.org and click on the directory listing, or call the chancery, (620) 227-1500.

hank you, Sister Leo Frances (St. Joseph, Concordia), for firmly guiding
me, as a fourth grade boy, in the call to
holiness. Thank you, Sister Helen Joseph (Congregation of St. Joseph), for generously forming
me as a newly ordained deacon, then priest,
then bishop. Thank you, Mother Giovanni (Immaculate Heart of Mary, Wichita), for patiently
assisting me as a new priest chaplain for high
school students. Thank you, Father Matthew
(St. Benedict, Atchison), for expertly teaching me moral theology, both the doctrine and
practice.
Who are the religious women and men who
have assisted you in your spiritual life? In your
formation? In you being you?! We are grateful
to all the consecrated women and men, dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus with
great joy!
“In 1997, Saint John Paul II instituted a day
of prayer for women and men in consecrated
life. This celebration is attached to the Feast
of the Presentation of the Lord on February 2.
This feast is also known as Candlemas Day; the
day on which candles are blessed, symbolizing
Christ who is the light of the world. So too,
those in consecrated life are called to reflect
the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. The
celebration of World Day for Consecrated Life is
transferred to the following Sunday in order to
highlight the gift of consecrated persons for the
whole Church” (USCCB).
I appreciate Sister Angela (Missionary Catechist of Divine Providence), for selflessly assisting our immigrants. I am grateful to Sister Rose
Mary (Dominican Sister of Peace), for profoundly practicing Jesus’ call to encounter, invite,
and accompany. What would we do without
Sister Janice (Congregation of St. Joseph), for
her many dedicated ministries as Chancellor of
our Diocese? I thank Father Rene (St. Benedict,
Conception) for his two decades of faithful ministry to us as priest, prophet, and shepherd.
I ask each of you to reach out this week and
beyond to a religious, as we remember the
World Day for Consecrated Life. Contact them
in gratitude. Invite them to dinner. Pray a rosary for them. If you have never known a religious, meet one! Encourage our girls and single
women to discern a vocation to the religious
life. Encourage our boys and single men to listen to God’s call to enter a congregation. Jesus,
the Light of the World, illuminate the hearts of
all religious, as we thank and honor them. You
love them, and us, so much!
+ Bishop John

Page 2 January 29, 2017

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Show-and-Tell
O

ur children have always had it right.
They know they have to “show” first,
and then they can “tell.” It is amazing how
often we adults forget this.
Jesus never forgot it. He announced the
Kingdom, and he made the Kingdom. He said
the Kingdom, and he showed the Kingdom.
He came to restore a fallen world, to remake
a fallen humanity, he came to heal wounded
women and men. He said what he had to
say by showing what he had to say. He
mastered the art of show-and-tell, apparently, in some long-ago room of a Nazareth

Kindergarten. From then on, he was all
about Show-Say.
And those who follow him? Why would
it be any different for them? We must be
about doing what he did. We must be about
saying what he said. The old Masters called
it the Imitation of Christ. We must be living
the love of the Father that he preached. We
must be living the love of the neighbor, too.
In our own little homes, we must be doing
these things, in our own little works, in our
own little lives. Doing is the best way of
saying.

Pilgrimage to Italy, March 2018
Father Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS,
parochial vicar of the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, and Norma Alvarez,
cathedral Director of Religious Education,
will lead a nine-day pilgrimage to Rome,
Assisi, Tuscany, Florence and Venice on

March 3-11, 2018.
The cost for the pilgrimage is $3,000, which
includes airfare. For more information contact Proximo at (855) 842-8001, or Alvarez
at (620) 225-4802. More information will be
included in upcoming issues of the SKC.

the Basilica
of st. Francis of
Assisi. Below is
Father Aneesh
parappanattu
and Norma
Alvarez.

Action is the only way. Concrete, selfless,
other-centered, action is always the test of
what we believe. The Ten Commandments
of the Old Testament are called for. The two
Great Commandments of the New Testament are called for. The practical Works
of Mercy are called for. Not just thoughts
about them, not just words about them, …
actions … are called for.
Our faith is all about show-and-tell,
friends. That’s the way Jesus worked. Shelter in him, if you would Show-Say like him.

Bishop emeritus
ronald M. gilmore

Another Way

Conﬁrmation
The Most Rev.
John B. Brungardt
travelled to Kiowa
Jan. 21 to bestow
the sacrament
of Confirmation
upon st. John the
Apostle parishioners (left to right)
takira Blick, Nick
Malone, and Allie
hoch. Confirmation, Baptism and
First Communion
make up the “sacraments of Christian initiation”.
Photo courtesy
of Kay Roberts

The pilgrimage will
include visits to historic
sites in Rome, Assisi,
Tuscany, Florence
and Venice.

11th Annual Women’s Spirituality Conference
“Finding god in everything”

presenter: sister edith prendergast, rsC
A native of Ireland, Sister Edith, a Religious Sister
of Charity, will remind participants of the presence of
God’s outrageous love for us in times of uncertainty
and disappointment and show the miracle of God’s
presence in our lives and in our world.
March 11, 2017 • 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
St. Thomas More Parish Center • 2900 Kimball Ave., Manhattan, KS 66502
More information including registration can be found at:
info@womensspiritualconference.org
or http://www.womensspiritualconference.org
This ecumenical event is co-sponsored by Seven Dolors and St. Thomas More
Catholic women’s organizations.

Help for those with
gaming addictions
Do you need help with a gambling/gaming addiction? You’re
not alone. Don’t wait until the
addiction takes a serious toll on
your life. Call for help and join
thousands of people who are
seeking help for their struggle.

KSgamblingHelp.com

800-522-4700
Kansas Alliance for
Responsible Gambling

Scouting Quest Feb. 17-19

T

he Catholic Committee on Scouting
for the Diocese of Dodge City invites
all Catholic Boy and Girl Scouts age 11
and older in southwest Kansas to QUEST
2017 – Feb. 17-19, at Dodge City Community College.
Throughout the three-day camp the
Scouts will participate in various workshops relating to the Catholic religious
emblems program for their age, enjoy
many fun activities, grow in their faith,
hear speakers and make friends with
other Catholic scouts from across the
diocese.
Speakers for QUEST 2017 include
Sister Angela Erevia, Director of Hispanic
Ministry for the Diocese of Dodge City,
and Val Hernandez II, Youth Minister for
St. Dominic Church, Garden City. Both
presenters will challenge the scouts to
think about their vocation in life and how

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll free, 866-327-6578:
Provides confidential, short-term emotional support,
advice, and qualified referrals directly to rural families
struggling with an unmet emotional, medical, financial, or
legal need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services, toll-free, 800-3213276: Helps farmers, agricultural lenders and USDA agencies
resolve disputes in a confidential and non-adversarial setting
outside the traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for Rural Kansans, toll free,
866-271-0853: Helps farmers, ranchers, and their families to
make a transition from farming and ranching to non-farm
employment.

T

God can be a part of it if they let Him.
The highlight of the weekend will be
Sunday at 10 a.m. with the closing Mass
and awards ceremony presided by the
Most Rev. Ronald M. Gilmore, Bishop
Emeritus of Dodge City.
A QUEST 2017 brochure with registration form was mailed to all the Girl and
Boy Scout troops and Venture crews
within the Diocese of Dodge City the first
week of January.
This information is also available on
the Diocese website. Visit www.dcdiocese.org/youth and look for QUEST 2017
Registration Form. Note: The early bird
registration is Feb. 6.
For additional information about the
QUEST 2017 retreat or the Catholic
emblems available to Cubs, Boys and Girl
Scouts, contact Dave Geist, Committee
Chairperson at (620) 430-2123.

Pr�tecting G�d’s C�i�dren

he Diocese of Dodge City requires
all employees and volunteers
who work with children to participate in a Protecting God’s Children
awareness session. Through the
Diocesan Awareness Sessions and
other educational efforts of the
diocese, all people of the diocese
can learn how to discuss different
aspects of abuse -- including sexual
abuse -- with children and how to
teach them to protect themselves.
For an up-to-date listing, go to
http://www.dcdiocese.org/safe-

environment.

Abuse hotline

If you or someone you know may
have been a victim of sexual abuse
by clergy, an employee or volunteer
of the Diocese of Dodge City, you are
asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness
Review Administrator: (620) 2255051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always
have the right to directly contact the
Department for Children and Families/Kansas Protection Report Center:
Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.
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From addiction
to ordination
A homeless
man’s journey
to priesthood

M

ontreal, Canada (CNA/EWTN
News) - Claude Paradis was impoverished and homeless, living
on the streets of Montreal, Canada. He
struggled with addiction to both alcohol
and drugs, with a future so bleak, he
considered ending his own life.
He did not end his life, however, and
today he is a priest who dedicates his
time to serving the physical and spiritual
needs of those trapped in poverty, prison
and prostitution.
“The street brought me to the Church,
and the Church in the end brought me
back to the street,” the priest told the
Journal Metro.
This past December, as a sign of his
closeness and solidarity with the homeless, Father Paradis decided to sleep on
the street for the whole month, to care
for the homeless people there with solidarity and charity.
His hope was that he could accompany
people in a difficult situation while also
making the citizens of Montreal aware
of the harsh reality faced by those living
on the street.
Father Paradi founded an institution
called Notre-Dame-de-la-rue (Our Lady
of the Street). Each night, he goes out
to bring food and shelter to those living
on the streets. He also administers the
sacraments, celebrates the Eucharist and
even presides at funerals.
“Our mission is especially to give encouragement. Unlike the shelters, we go
out to the people, a bit like a door-to-door
service. We talk to them, sometimes we
pray together before they go back to face
the harshness of the street.”
Father Paradis knows how hard life
on the street is. After growing up in the
Gaspé region and working in Cowansville
as a nurse, he came to Montreal 25 years
ago. However, he was unable to find a
job. “Isolation and despair took hold of
me,” he said.
Living on the street, he thought about
committing suicide. “I started doing cocaine and then crack,” he recalled.
“I had the privilege of meeting God just
at the moment I was doubting Him. On a
little back street in Montreal, abandoned
by people, there was nobody there.
Passing by the old church, impelled by I
don’t know what instinct, I turned back
in there.”
At that moment, he had a deep and
intense encounter with God. He realized
he did not want to die, but rather wanted
to become “a man of the Church.”
Father Paradis went on to fight his
addictions and now ministers to many
people who face the same challenges
he struggled with years ago.
The 57-year-old priest has dedicated
the rest of his life to serving the poor,
saying “on the street is where I want to
be, until I die.”
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Local youth attend SEEK conference in San Antonio

Thousands of students celebrate Christ
By KAreN BoNAr
The Register
an Ant�ni� — In a darkened conference room, nearly 13,000 Catholic
college students focused on the illuminated monstrance. Thousands of students waited in line for the sacrament of
Reconciliation, which was administered
by hundreds of priests.
This the night of Jan. 5 in the darkened
center, is what the students say they will
remember the most.
“I think the moment I knew it was
worth all the planning and fundraising
was seeing more than 12,000 people on
their knees at adoration,” said Tracie
Thibault, a junior from Kansas State
University who helped coordinate the
school’s three charter buses. “Sitting in
the back watching student after student
go to confession — seeing 200 plus
priests and knowing God’s mercy was
present — that’s when I knew it was all
worth it.”
“What Moves You” was the theme of
the biennial event, which is hosted by
Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS). The event was held Jan.
3-7 in San Antonio.
Among those attending were, back l-r: lexie Wasinger (sophomore, saAmong the K-State group was Kylee
lina Diocese), erica heeke (Freshman, Dodge City Diocese), hannah heinz
Mernagh, a freshman from Wichita.
(sophomore, Dodge City Diocese), Anna taylor (Fhsu graduate, salina
“My favorite part of the conference
Diocese). Front l-r: Abby hughes (sophomore, Wichita Diocese), lauren
was the line at Reconciliation,” she said.
oldham (Junior, Dodge City Diocese).
“We were in a massive conference room
and the line for Reconciliation wound
“We had people like Dr. Scott Hahn,
on to be FOCUS missionaries or entered
all the way around the conference room Father Mike Schmitz, (Jason and Crystali- religious orders or the seminary.
and doubled back over itself. Then it
na) Everet,” he said. “(The speakers are)
“For me personally, I think it deepwent into a different room and continreally heavy hitters within the church.”
ened my passion for exploring the Cathued to do that. Seeing all of those souls
He added that several archbishops
olic faith and wanting to be a leader.”
in line for Confession was amazing.”
presided at daily Mass.
Before attending his first SEEK, Urban
Adam Urban, a senior at Fort Hays
“There was no shortage of wisdom,”
said he intended to attend medical
State University, coordinated a bus from Urban said.
school.
the Comeau Catholic Campus Center.
Austin Palen, who grew up in Salina,
“Since then I’ve changed the whole
This spring, Urban
is currently a junior at
route of my life,” he said. “When I
will begin work as the “It’s so important for
K-State. He said Father graduate I’ll become the Director of
Director of Youth MinSchmitz spoke about
Youth Ministry and Director of Religious
young people to see
istry and the Director
the difficulty of mainEducation for Diocese of Dodge City.
of Religious Education priests and religious
taining religious beliefs SEEK strengthened the foundation for
for the Catholic Dioin the current culture.
me.”
who are real people,”
cese of Dodge City.
“I have pages and
Aaron Gleason is a junior at K-State.
“(Adoration and
Gleason said. “We can pages of notes,” he
He grew up in the Dodge City Diocese,
Reconciliation) were
in Meade. He and his sister decided to
think they’re different, said.
very well done,” he
Kylee Mernagh a
attend SEEK in 2015 because his older
said. “They have great but seeing they are
K-State freshman from brother attended Oklahoma State, a new
music to draw you into real, but so in love with Wichita, also appreciFOCUS campus at the time.
prayer and incense
ated Father Schmitz’s
In Nashville, Gleason said the entire
Jesus and to be present talks.
— they engage all of
conference was contained within one
the senses. For our
“In his keynote,
center. In San Antonio, conference
with us and pray with
group and myself, the
Father Schmitz said
attendees were spread across several
us is really powerful.”
adoration experience
we need to strap our
hotels downtown. When it was time for
-- Aaron gleason boots on,” Mernagh
is really powerful.”
dinner, he said the attendees went to
Both universities
said. “That was what I
the Riverwalk.
took students to the conference via
came out with from the conference.”
“When 13,000 college students get
charter buses. The trip allowed the opJosh Bergkamp, who grew up in Salina released to go eat,” Gleason said people
portunity to develop deeper friendships. and is now a freshman at K-State, said
wondered where they came from and
“On the way down there, we know
he enjoyed Dr. Scott Hahn.
what they were doing. “It was neat to
each other ... and talk to each other,
“He talked about the relationship beevangelize, even in a small way. You
but on the way back the bus is louder
tween the book of Revelation and how it explain you’re all college students and
and more interactive,” said Hannah
mirrors the Mass. It blew my mind,” he
Catholic and aspiring to reach more
Heinz, a sophomore at FHSU who grew
said.
lives.”
up in Fowler, in the Dodge City diocese.
second time around
priests oﬀer guidance, friendship
“It’s beautiful how much a week spent
Urban attended SEEK 2015 when it
Several priests traveled with the
together can transform a group.”
was in Nashville.
groups. Father Jarett Konrade rode
Dynamic speakers
“For the students we took two years
on the bus to the conference with
Urban said the speaker lineup was
ago, it had a profound impact on many
the group from FHSU. Father Andrew
impressive.
of them,” he said. “Several have gone
Continued on page 19
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Commentary
Happy Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Advent taught us patience
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I

’d like to wish you all a very happy
and joyous Fourth Sunday in Ordinary
Time.
As many of you recall from your PSR
studies, the first recorded celebration of
the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time was
in the Sixth Century AD, when villagers
would gather for Mass, after which they
would meet in the town square to begin
a day of festivities.
First was the much anticipated “Fourth
Sunday of Ordinary Time Meat Loaf
Hunt,” when children would dash about
the square, looking under bushes and
atop tree branches for slices of meat loaf
hidden by the town elders.
Then came the “Contemplating of the
Sandals”. (The incident was incorrectly
described in Hans Melman’s “Fourth
Sunday of Ordinary Time; a History” as
a contest resulting in the awarding of a
small hog to the villager with the most
creatively decorated sandals. Scientific
advancement has since provided evidence that the villagers instead sat in a
large circle singing sandal-related songs.)
The day continued with the traditional
lunch of mayonnaise pie, after which the
mayor would offer a lengthy presentation on ordinary, everyday things that
had occurred over the past four weeks,
such as Mrs. Turner going to the market, elder Winston Philpot trimming his
beard, or little Patrick Reinhart trying to
get his mother’s attention.
This was followed by the traditional
“waking of the audience”.
Then came the naming of the “Fourth
Sunday in Ordinary Time Queen”, who
would parade along the main street with
a note in her pocket which read, “Queen
of the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time,”
just in case anyone asked why she was
parading up and down the street.
The afternoon would conclude with
the “throwing of the ceremonial twig”. If
the bishop’s mastiff retrieved the twig,
the village would have four more weeks
of Ordinary Time. If not, Lent would start
one week earlier, during which time
nobody was allowed to chuckle.
If the mastiff were to simply lay down
and chew on the twig, the eldest in attendance would receive a hair cut.
Records indicate that the traditional
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time gathering was celebrated for approximately
175 years before disappearing into
history. Yet, some traditions continue to
this day.
For example, each year on the Fourth
Sunday in Ordinary Time, the people of
Echternach, Luxembourg gather in the
church hall after Mass where they enjoy
rhubarb pie with a dollop of Mayonnaise topping, rather than the usual
Whipped Cream. (This event is followed
by the “Distribution of the Tums” by a
Official Newspaper
Published Semi-Monthly by the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City. All
material in this newspaper is
copyrighted 2017.
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By Dave Myers
Editor

specially chosen child between the ages
of 5 and 9.)
Also, you’ve undoubtedly at some
point heard a young boy in the park
shouting, “Ordinary Time, boy! Ordinary
Time!” as he urges his dog to retrieve a
thrown stick.
Although we no longer celebrate
Ordinary Time as our ancestors did, its
relevance isn’t lost.
It’s during Ordinary Time (between
Pentecost and Advent, and the Epiphany
and Lent) that we can choose to focus on
all the great gifts of our Lord--not only the
joy of His birth, not only the majestic gift
of his ultimate sacrifice, but the culmination of all the wonders of His existence.
Along those lines, yet not really along
those lines at all, is an idea I came up
with that I recently submitted to the U.S.
Department of Miscellany (Titles Division,
Sector 12):
Dear Sir or Madam,
I am the editor of the Southwest
Kansas Catholic newspaper, the Catholic
newspaper of Southwest Kansas. I would
like to offer a suggestion of which I have
given much thought. I would like to suggest that the federal government adopt
a system of classification regarding the
mental state of the country: “normal
time” and “abnormal time”. Special announcements would break into television, radio, social media and the newest
communication craze among youth,
Morse Code.
As the United States takes the first few
steps into a new chapter, American citizens could benefit greatly from receiving
notice when we have entered an “abnormal time”. For example, should there
be an over-abundance of hypocrisy, sad
irony, misdirection, or outright prevarication at the highest levels, it would be nice
to have official notice. Otherwise, as has
been proven through history, such acts
may go entirely unnoticed and/or unopposed until the results are at direct opposition with the culture of life we so value.
We Catholics recognize and celebrate
life from conception until natural death.
Bullets, bombs and electric chairs, by
the way, are not found in nature. We
see Christ in each and every person on
earth, regardless of gender, race, religion
or ability. We would no sooner devalue
another human than we would devalue
Christ, because to devalue one is to devalue the other.
Bishop John B. Brungardt...President
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull   1971-1974
Margaret Klenke   1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2000

By Bishop Arthur Serratelli
Catholic News Agency
he Greek philosopher Aristotle once
said, “Patience is bitter, but its fruit is
sweet.”
The most influential person in the
scientific revolution, Sir Isaac Newton,
confirmed this when he remarked, “If I
have ever made any valuable discoveries,
it has been due more to patient attention
than to any other talent.” The English
author Chaucer praised patience as the
“conquering virtue.”
However, in our fast-paced society,
patience is not a readily practiced virtue.
Technology has increased the speed on
the information highway. But, at the
same time, it has diminished our patience.
Researchers report that most of us
will not wait more than a few seconds
to download a video. Many prefer the
pleasure that comes from winning a fastmoving video game in place of the joy
that comes from leisurely reading a book.
So accustomed are we becoming to
same-day delivery services and smartphones that can summon a ride on the
spot that we are increasingly less patient.
Modern technology is indeed a mixed
blessing. We can quickly amass facts. But
this is not the same as acquiring knowledge. Even in our personal relationships,
modern technology both helps and hinders.
With lightning speed, we can connect
with someone around the globe. But, this
instant connection may, at times, impede
us from communicating with someone
seated with us at the same table.
Unfortunately, because of the desire for
instant gratification, it becomes all too easy
to dismiss patience as an outdated virtue.
Patience appears merely as a technique
to manage our frustrations when we do
not get what we want when we want it.
Patience seems to be a way to inhibit our
pleasure and to put our aspirations on
hold. But, this is far from the truth.
Patience is not passive. Patience frees
us of frustration. It regulates our emotions and gives reason the space to think,
to evaluate and to make clear judgments.
Without patience, we readily throw

T

things away and discard relationships.
As Fulton Sheen once said, “Patience
is power. Patience is not an absence of
action; rather it is timing. It waits on the
right time to act, for the right principles
and in the right way.”
So important is patience in our Christian life that the Church gives us an entire
liturgical season to train us in it. God
has already made the down payment on
the final coming of his kingdom. He has
sent his Son in the flesh, born of Mary in
Bethlehem.
One day will be the end of history.
Then, Christ will return in glory and usher
in the Kingdom of God in all its glory. But,
no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, when Christ will come again. So
we must wait - patiently wait.

With eyes stretched to the
end of time, we patiently
await Christ’s coming at the
end of our life and on the
last day. But, he has already
come into history. He has
already entered our lives.
During Advent, the Church parades
before us people who patiently wait
for God to fulfill his promises. Elizabeth
waits for the birth of John the Baptist.
Mary and Joseph wait for the birth of
Jesus. Simeon and Anna stay close to the
Temple in Jerusalem, patiently waiting
for the Messiah. The Magi wait, searching the heavens to reveal the birth of
Wisdom. Like them, each Advent, we
wait for Christ to come.
With eyes stretched to the end of time,
we patiently await Christ’s coming at the
end of our life and on the last day. But,
he has already come into history. He has
already entered our lives.
Patience, quietly not rushing from one
activity to another, actually trains our
hearts to see Christ already present to
us. And, so to help us value this great gift
of Christ’s presence, the Church gives us
Advent as the school of patience.
Bishop Serratelli is the bishop of Paterson, New Jersey.

~ Nada más estaba bromeando con ustedes acerca de la última…
Chocolates y pizza todavía están bien.~
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In secret service of the Sacred Heart
By Craig Bowman
with many heroic lives, the legends
Catholic News Agency
abound – and that’s the problem.
orn sometime between 1833 and
So, about a year ago, Father Burkey
1848 in Hannibal, Missouri, Julia
launched a painstaking effort to sepaGreeley was freed during the Civil War,
rate fact from fiction. For instance,
although we don’t know if she was
shortly after her death, the Rocky Mounfreed by the Emancipation Proclamation tain News reported that “Julia came to
or if her master set her free of
his own accord. All we know of
her parents is their first names,
George and Cerilda. As for her
own name, it is “most likely that
Julia took the name Greeley from
Horace Greeley, who endeared
himself to many black people...
by strongly urging Lincoln to
emancipate the slaves.”
She had every right to be bitter
and angry. An African American
ex-slave who didn’t even know
her birth year, she endured
discrimination all her life. She
suffered a lifetime of illiteracy
and poverty. Yet, she responded
to her life’s hardships with tireless charity and hidden acts of
kindness.
Father Blaine Burkey,
O.F.M.Cap., of St. Francis Friary
in Denver, writes a powerful historical documentary about Julia
Greeley, “In Secret Service of the
Sacred Heart.” It is the story of
an old, one-eyed black woman
who appeared to be homeless
and dressed in shabby clothes.
Julia Greeley
At the same time, the account is
naturally interwoven with early ColoraColorado with the second Mrs. Gilpin.”
do history, including the establishment
As he does throughout the book, Father
of Denver’s earliest Catholic churches
Burkey underlines that passage and
and parishes, and the work of Coloranotes that Julia “did not come to Denver
do’s first three bishops, Machebeuf,
with Mrs. Gilpin, and Mrs. Gilpin was
Matz and Tihen. The 140-page volume
not the governor’s second wife; he was
is stuffed with such historical persons,
her second husband.” This fact-checking
places and events that are familiar to
is important to us as readers because, as
Colorado natives and students of the
we read Julia Greeley’s life, we want to
state’s history.
see as accurate a history of the times as
Yet, even a simple sequence of events possible.
in Greeley’s life isn’t simple at all. As
Julia brought herself to Denver be-

B

tween 1878 and 1880. That same year,
she lived with and worked for the former territorial governor, William Gilpin
and his wife, Julia. The marriage was
not a happy one, and Julia Greeley was
dragged into the affair during an acrimonious and highly publicized divorce trial.
The rich Colorado history Julia
Greeley witnessed barely fits into
the book. The Catholic Church
in Colorado grew up in front of
her. In 1879, St. Elizabeth’s Parish
was established, and in 1887, it
was staffed by Franciscan Friars.
A year later, after Sacred Heart
Church was founded and staffed by
Jesuits, Julia was received into the
Catholic Church by Father Charles
Ferrari, S.J. On and off, Julia
worked as cook or housekeeper for
the Jesuits at Sacred Heart Church,
and from the day she was baptized
to the day she died, she attended
Mass there.
Here’s where the historical narrative fades into the background, and
a miracle begins. Shortly after her
conversion, Julia joined the League
of the Sacred Heart, an organization
dedicated to prayer and charitable
works. One of the basics of her own
spirituality was to place all of the
day’s activities into secret service
of the Sacred Heart. Specifically and
intentionally, Julia Greeley performed her numerous acts of charity covertly. Even though she earned
only $15 a month, she gave away all but
her rent money. When those funds ran
out, she would beg for money or food to
help the poor.
More than once, she was subject to
scams. When asked why she still trusted
people after such fraud, she replied that
she would rather take the risk of being
defrauded than to neglect even one
poor person.
She often provided help to people
who would be ashamed to accept help

from “one-eyed Julia.” Local artist
Isiah McGill depicts Julia Greeley’s
secret charity in a scene painted for
the book’s cover, capturing its title. A
cabin stands in a dark, cold night with
a woman holding a sack of potatoes,
wondering who put it on her porch.
Julia has placed it there but soon realizes that the potatoes might freeze.
So, she sends a child to knock on the
door and run. “But don’t dast say Old
Julia sent ya.” Julia and the child are
hiding behind the backyard fence. The
fireman’s helmet on the child recalls
Julia’s dedication to Denver’s firemen
to whom she delivered literature about
the Sacred Heart at every Denver station.
Julia Greeley died on First Friday, the
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart, June 7,
1918 on her way to Mass.
Father Blaine Burkey, O.F.M. Cap, and
others who know Greeley’s story, hope
that the recent publication of his historical documentary on her life will “make
both her story and cause more widely
known.”
Father Blaine Burkey’s book, “In
Secret Service of the Sacred Heart,” is
available online at juliagreeleyguild@
gmail.com.
Craig Bowman is a Colorado native
who grew up in Catholic schools, but
taught in public schools in the Denver
area for more than 30 years. At the
same time he was teaching, he was
writing bi-weekly columns for the nowdefunct Rocky Mountain News and
later, the Denver Post. Those columns,
mostly about reform in the public
schools, ran for about 15 years. For
a few years, he wrote pieces for the
Denver Catholic Register. Craig retired
from teaching six years ago, but is
back at St. John Vianney Seminary, operating the Writing Center and helping
seminarians with writing their papers
and theses.

Photo of the Week

What does the pope say
about the Trump presidency?

V

Photo of the Week

Celebrating faith in a time of civil strife
The Fighting 69th, Irish Brigade, New York Volunteer Regiment, celebrates Mass at Fort Corcoran
in 1861. The Civil War began in May of that year with the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter.

atican City, Jan 22, 2017 (CNA/EWT
N News).- In a
new interview published Jan. 21,
Pope Francis said
he will wait to see what U.S. Preside
nt Donald J. Trump
does before making any judgments,
emphasizing God’s
own patience with him and his fau
lts.
In an interview with Spanish new
spaper El Pais Jan. 20,
the same day as the U.S. presidentia
l inauguration, Pope
Francis said he doesn’t like to get
ahead of himself “or
judge people prematurely.”
“We will see how he acts, what he
does, and then I will
have an opinion. But being afraid
or rejoicing beforehand
because of something that might
happen is, in my view,
quite unwise. It would be like pro
phets predicting calamities or windfalls that will not be eith
er,” he said.
“We will see. We will see what he
does and will judge.”
The world is so upside down, that
it needs a fixed point,
grounded firmly in reality: what did
you do, what did you
decide, how do you move. That is
what I prefer--to wait
and see.”

Asked if he wasn’t worried about
things he had heard
about Trump, Francis responded
again that he is waiting.
“God waited so long for me, with
all my sins…” he said.
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Vibrant Ministries — Uniting Our Church

Prayerfully consider your gift
The joy and privilege of continuing education
Following is from a presentation
given by Gregory Lix of St. Andrew
Parish in Wright.
few weeks ago, [we were
given] some valuable insights
about the Vibrant Ministries Campaign. Bishop John told us that he
has visited parishes throughout
the diocese and during those visits, he consistently heard concerns
of the people of the Diocese of
Dodge City.
Those concerns are among the
pillars of the Vibrant Ministries
Campaign: Catholic Charities, education of seminarians, care for our
priests in their retirement years,
and Religious Education for youth
and adults in the diocese.
This morning I have the opportunity to talk about one of those pillars that is very close to my heart,
[religious education for youth and
adults].
Let me give you a little background. I had the privilege to attend Sacred Heart School for eight
years and graduated from St. Mary
of the Plains High School.
Twelve years of Catholic education.

A

I proceeded on to three years of
college and then marriage. God
gifted us with children, and when
[my daughter] Charlene started
school, [my wife Regina] decided it
was a responsibility of parents to
help with the religious education
of our children, and she volunteered to teach CCD.
Fast forward to 1987. [My
daughter Karen] began school and
I was given the opportunity to
teach CCD to the junior high class.
I had an awakening! As I looked
at all of the information I was
being asked to share with the students, I realized that I had forgotten much of what I had learned
in 12 years of Catholic schooling.
Perhaps some of you have had
that same realization. Yet as parents, we are called to not only be
the first teachers of our children,
but the primary teachers of them.
I realized it was time to not only
regain what I had lost, but to build
on it.
I relearned a lot that year about
teaching, probably a lot more
than I passed on to those I tried to
teach.

And then, some years back, our
diocese began a program in union
with Newman University called
Pastoral Ministry Formation. It
was an opportunity to attend college classes through interactive
television--without having to go
away to college. It was and is an
amazing opportunity that continues today.
Our parish also offers the opportunity for continuing growth in
our knowledge and understanding
of our Catholic Faith. I have heard
that Jesus played with the children
and taught the adults. The Gospels certainly bear witness to this.
Our gifts to the Vibrant Ministries Appeal will present us with
even more opportunities to enrich
our knowledge and understanding
of our faith. I ask you to prayerfully consider your gift and be as
generous as you can.

Words of mercy of Pope Francis
Citing a passage from Deuteronomy on giving alms
l
– “You shall give to him freely, and your heart shal
e
not be grudging” - he explained how giving to thos
in need requires “an attitude of interior joy.”

“God demands particular attention (be
given) to the poor,” he said: the “destitute, foreigners, orphans, and widows.”
“Giving is a gesture of love which
directs us toward those we meet. It
is a gesture of sincere attention to
those who [need our help].”

with it
Almsgiving “must carry
.”
all the richness of mercy

“And I say to parents: educate
your children to give alms, to be
generous with what they have.”
“Just as mercy has a million
paths, a million processes, so too
giving is expressed in many ways
to alleviate the disadvantages of
all those in need.”

“We should not identify almsgiving
simply with a (hastily given) monetary
offering without looking at the person, and without stopping to talk, to
understand what they really need.”

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate god,
you are the light of the world.
You give us your son
to illuminate our path,
and the holy spirit to shine through us.
loving god, fill us with the desire to be
with you in all things,
invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.

Merciful god, bless our
eﬀorts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us,
Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our savior. Amen.
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It’s time to

turn up the temperature
By DAViD MYers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
y first indication that something was amiss was
just after getting out of bed. It was cold. Really
cold. I had icicles hanging off my nose and beard.
I walked to the back door and looked outside. The
scene was oddly familiar!
I realized that it was the same thing that I see
when I look in my freezer, only instead of months-old
Hot Pockets encased in ice, there were trees, power
lines, and feral cats, all frozen in large blocks of ice!
I darted over to my thermostat to crank it up to a
toasty 120 degrees, the icicles on my beard clacking
together.
The digital thermostat was as blank as my brain
on a Monday morning (and Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday).
“That’s odd,” I thought.
I tried the kitchen light. Nothing. I tried the
bathroom light. Nothing. I checked the clock on the
stove. Nothing. I checked the light above the stove.
Nothing. I tried the TV. Nothing. I tried the other TV.
Nothing. I tried the computer. Nothing. I checked the
cordless phone. Nothing. I checked the living room
lamp. Nothing. I tried the TV again. Nothing. I tried
the other TV again. Nothing. I tried the porch lights.
Nothing.
“Hmmmm. I bet the electricity is out.”
It was Monday, Jan. 16. The Catholic chancery
had already been closed due to the ice storm that
weather prognosticators had been prognosticating.
My wife and I kept the curtains shut to keep in
any warmth, and used two lanterns to light our way
around the house, although that didn’t stop me from
flipping the light switches about 1,400 times thinking
that it would be nice to have a little light during the
electrical outage. (Isn’t this the definition of insanity?)
Large, broken branches littered the yard. Seeing
all the work that needed to be done, I crawled under
the blankets and read, as did my wife, each of us
wearing two stocking caps, gloves, and our entire
collection of outerwear.
When it came time to eat, I pulled out an old Sterno camping stove and a couple of Sterno canisters.
We enjoyed tomato soup for lunch, and if you can
believe it, warmed up left-over lasagna for dinner.
Sternos are pretty darned awesome. Probably one of
the best inventions ever. Get yours today! (Note to
self: Write to Sterno people. Free samples pending.)
After 14 hours, the electricity came back on. Oddly
enough, having the power come back on was a bit of
a letdown. I mean, it had been almost like camping!
Huddling under the blankets with a lantern, cooking
on the Sterno ….
That’s when the thought struck me…. There are a
multitude of people right here in our own back yard
who have to choose between food for their family and paying their utilities bill. Or between getting
their prescription medicine and paying rent. These
folks aren’t anticipating their heat coming back on.
They’re eating. That’s the price they pay.
These people are out there. They live amongst us.
In fact, there are far more of them then there are
those as fortunate as me, and likely you.
Among the ministries that our diocesan appeal is
serving are those of Catholic Charities--ministries
that include feeding the hungry, helping people
move from homelessness to housing, helping them
to take classes, get jobs and achieve goals--working
tirelessly to help those in immediate need.
These are the heroes that the Vibrant Ministries-Uniting Our Church Appeal supports. I honestly cannot think of a worthier cause.

M
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Helping the dying live to their ‘coda’
Euthanasia gaining ground in the United States
‘Church teaches that life and physical health are precious gifts entrusted to us by God’

Dr. Gerard Brungardt, a professor
at the KU School
of Medicine in
Wichita, received
a licentiate degree
in bioethics in
2008 from the
School of Bioethics at Pontifical
Regina Apostolorum University in
Rome.
Advance photo

By Christopher M. Riggs
Catholic Advance
Editor’s Note: The following is
reprinted with permission from the
Catholic Advance, the newspaper of the
Catholic Diocese of Wichita.
nother ominous social change is
threatening to cross Kansas’ borders.
Last November Colorado became the
sixth state to legalize physician assisted
suicide. Kansas’ western neighbor has
followed Oregon, California, Vermont,
and Washington in passing physicianassisted suicide legislation. In addition,
the Montana Supreme Court has ruled
that nothing in state law prohibits
doctors from helping kill terminally ill
patients who wish to die.
To do so, though, is to deny that
person a full life, says Dr. Gerard Brungardt, a parishioner of Church of the
Magdalen in Wichita.
“You are denying the person the
ability to truly complete their life and
resolve their life and finish their life,”
he said. “It’s what one of my professors
in Rome called the ‘coda of their life,’
for those who are musical.”
A coda in music marks the end of a
piece or movement.

A

Dr. Brungardt, professor of Internal
Medicine/Geriatric Medicine at the KU
School of Medicine in Wichita, received
a licentiate degree in bioethics in 2008
from the Rome-based School of Bioethics at Pontifical Regina Apostolorum
University.
The end of life is part of life, he said.
“We all have unresolved relationship issues with ourselves, with others,
with our God,” he said. “All of us have a
need to resolve and come to some sort
of closure with one or more of those
relationship issues.”
Dr. Brungardt, the brother of the
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt, bishop
of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City,
said he teaches medical students and
medical residents to journey with the
person, to walk with them, to accompany them.
“Pope Francis likes to use the word
‘accompaniment’ along that journey. To
help them come to that resolution of,
whatever it is – each of us is different in
what the need is going to be.”
When a person is requesting physician assisted suicide, or hinting about it,
Dr. Brungardt said, that request needs
to be understood as a cry for help. “It’s
a marker of something much bigger

that we need to step back and start
working with them about.”
Families should begin talking to the
person to find out what is going on, he
said. “It could be unresolved symptoms,
although usually it’s not, because this
has been studied. Pain and other severe
symptoms are usually the issue only 5
to 10 percent of the time.
“The vast majority of the time it’s regarding issues of control, issues of feeling of burden, and relationship issues.”
Dr. Brungardt said wanting to be in
control is the flip side of the coin of
feeling that you are a burden.
He added that he has learned while
working in hospice and in palliative
medicine over the years that families
can learn from hospice staff about how
to treat those who are at the end of
their lives.
“The hospice staff are relaxed and
comfortable with the patient…whereas
so many people are uncomfortable –
walking on eggshells, pins and needles,”
he said.
People know when they are being
treated differently, it’s awkward, and
family members are sending the wrong
message, Dr. Brungardt said.
Hospice staff are models families can

Last November, Colorado became the sixth state to legalize physician assisted suicide. Kansas’ western neighbor has followed Oregon, California,
Vermont, and Washington in passing physician-assisted suicide legislation. In addition, the Montana Supreme Court has ruled that nothing
in state law prohibits doctors from helping kill terminally ill patients
who wish to die.

learn from.
“A good marker of that is that they’ll
make jokes with the patient and even
about the patient. People are laughing
and then seconds later they’re crying,”
he said. “That’s part of the warp and
woof of life, just all of this, and it’s very
real and they sense that and feel that.”
Hospice care allows a friend or family
member to feel safe and comfortable
and to conduct the relationship work
that needs to be done, Dr. Brungardt
said.

What does the Catechism say?

“Whatever its motives and means,
direct euthanasia consists in putting an
end to the lives of handicapped, sick, or
dying persons. It is morally unacceptable.
“Thus an act or omission which, of
itself or by intention, causes death in
order to eliminate suffering constitutes a murder gravely contrary to the
dignity of the human person and to
the respect due to the living God, his
Creator. The error of judgment into
which one can fall in good faith does
not change the nature of this murderous act, which must always be forbidden and excluded.”

“You are denying the person the
ability to truly complete their life and
resolve their life and finish their life,”
Dr. Brungardt said. “It’s what one of
my professors in Rome called the ‘coda
of their life.’...” A coda in music marks
the end of a piece or movement.
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What are you doing for others?

A reflection on the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The Dominican Call
By Colette Parker, OPA
Associate
Dominic Sisters of Peace

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is:
‘What are you doing for others?’”
-- Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

O

ur nation celebrated the life and legacy of Rev.
Martin Luther King, Jr., [Jan. 16]– I always like to
use “Rev.” in front of his name as a reminder that everything he did was rooted in love.
For me, Martin Luther King, Jr., Day is a day of reflection. It is a day that I never want to come short in answering what he considered life’s most urgent question:
What are you doing for others?
As a Christian, as a Dominican Associate, as a human
being, I am compelled to serve others. Rev. King modeled for me that we are all interdependent and that as
Christians we cannot be silent while injustice forces our
sisters and brothers to the periphery. In all my studies
of the life of Rev. King, I have concluded that he would
agree that “justice is what love looks like in public”
(Cornel West).

Our Dominican spirit calls us to exhibit love while
promoting justice and creating environments of
peace. Sometimes that can be difficult, but I find
encouragement to keep moving forward in the words
of Rev. King: “I refuse to accept the view that … the
bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never
become a reality. … I believe that unarmed truth and
unconditional love will have the final word.”
Everything that I know about Rev. King leads me to
believe that his spirit was kindred to the Dominican
spirit. He prayed for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
He studied and contemplated to stay in the will of
God. He built intercultural community. He ministered
to the marginalized.

A Stance of Nonviolence

Even his nonviolent movement was built on the love
of God through Jesus Christ. He credited Jesus and
Mahatma Gandhi with helping him develop a social and
political stance of nonviolence. When he and others
working in the Civil Rights Movement were beaten with
batons and leather whips, knocked down by high-pressured water blasting from fire hoses, tear-gassed, bitten
by police dogs, treated like they were less than human
and called everything but children of God, he preached
peace.
As a champion of social justice and human rights, Rev.
King used the Gospel message to challenge a system
that embraced what he called three economically, politically, and socially entrenched evils – racism, poverty

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

and war. He made the ultimate sacrifice to stand for
what he believed was right.

Pope Francis Points to Rev. King

In the 50th Papal Message for the World Day of
Peace, Pope Francis pointed to Rev. King as an example
of a nonviolent peacemaker. He challenged us to become instruments of reconciliation and adopt nonviolence as a style of politics for peace.
In working to meet that challenge, the follow-up
question for me is: Are you ready to engage in peacebuilding through active nonviolence to show that unity
is more powerful than conflict?
“Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek,
but a means by which we arrive at that goal.”
-- Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

Happy 110th Birthday, Sister
Marie Bernadette!

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
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develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.
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Joyeux anniversaire!

D

ax, France, Jan. 10, 2017 -- The
Dominicans have posted on their
social media a greeting for the 110th
birthday of Sister Marie Bernadette,
“the oldest Dominican sister in the
world.”
Sister Marie Bernadette, who lives in
Dax, in France’s Nouvelle-Aquitaine region, is not only the oldest sister in the
order but she also set a historic record
for her years of profession.
In a Jan. 5 post on the Dominicains de
Bordeaux Facebook page, the Dominicans quoted the sister’s superior on

the occasion of her birthday: “For me,
what’s most beautiful is that she will be
professed for 90 years this coming April
18! That’s a record.”
The post also indicated that Sister
Marie Bernadette is one of the oldest sisters in the community and that
she prays for all the Dominicans. They
also called on everyone to pray for an
increase in monastic vocations.
At the Dax monastery, the Dominican
sisters lead a life of prayer, contemplation, and they also do sewing and make
pastries for income.
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Eighth grade girls gather for
brunch in their honor

A

warm and cheery fall day in rural Ellinwood was the setting of a MotherDaughter Brunch, held in honor of the
St. Joseph Catholic School 8th grade girls
and their moms.
The morning began with pleasant greetings
and chipper conversation, which then led
to the group giving thanks for the meal they
were about to share. A breakfast buffet
along with juice and coffee was served.
Later, the women and young ladies
played a “how well do you know mom/
daughters?” game in which moms were
to answer questions about their daughter’s
favorite things and daughters were to
do the same for their moms. Several were
able to correctly identify the other’s “favorites,” but then, of course, there were
some answers that were inaccurate,

which usually led to laughs, along with
the occasional “How could you not know
that?” The group continued to enjoy the
time of fellowship.
The brunch was hosted by Gwen and
Ashtin Klepper. Other mothers and daughters attending were Karrie and Wittney
Hammeke; Tammy and Haley Troyer; Lori
and Erin Hammeke; Amy and Monica Hammeke, and Jean and Daphne Doll.
The six young ladies began their St. Joseph Catholic School education together
in Kindergarten and will complete their
final year at St. Joseph’s Catholic School
on May 21, as they graduate from 8th
grade.
The preceding was reprinted from the
Ellinwood/Claflin January 2017 parish
newsletter.
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Week of celebration of Catholic schools
Jan. 29-Feb. 4

T

he theme for the National Catholic Schools Week
2017 is “Catholic Schools:
Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service.”
The annual observance starts
the last Sunday in January and
runs all week, which in 2017
is Jan. 29-Feb. 4. Schools typically celebrate Catholic Schools
Week with Masses, open houses, and other activities for students, families, parishioners,
and the community at large.
The logo and theme encompasses several concepts that
are at the heart of a Catholic
education. First, schools are
communities—small families
in their own right, but also
members of the larger community of home, church, city and
nation. Faith, knowledge and
service are three measures by students visit the
Cosmosphere in
which any Catholic school can
hutchinson at
and should be judged.
a past Catholic
Coverage of Catholic Schools
schools Week
Week events in the Diocese of
event. At right is
Dodge City will be included in
the 2017 CsW logo.
the next issue of the SKC.

n
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Guatemalans honor St. Sebastian, their patron saint

Photos courtesy of St. Anthony of Padua Parish

L
(From right) Deacon Victor Mencos, Father Jim Dieker, Father George Fajardo,
Deacon Ruben Sigala, Bartolome Sebastian, and Marti Sebastian at the 9th annual
celebration of St. Sebastian with the Huehuetenango, Guatemalan community.

IBERAL -- The Guatemalan community of Liberal recently gathered to
honor their patron saint, the martyr St.
Sebastian.
This was the ninth annual celebration for the tight-knit community, which
began the celebration with a Mass in the
basement Chapel of St. Sebastian--located in a private home in Liberal, where
they meet each Sunday for services.
Mass, celebrated by Father George
Fajardo, was followed by a luncheon celebration for all those
in attendance. Assisting at the Mass were
Deacons Victor Mencos and Ruben Sigala.
Father Jim Dieker, pastor of St. Anthony of
Padua Parish, Liberal,
shared dinner with
those gathered.
Sebastian was
martyred less than 300
years after the death
of Christ. An active follower of the Lord at a
time when Roman emperor Diocletian was
persecuting Christians,
the saint was eventually captured, tied to
a tree and shot with
arrows.
Despite devastating
injuries, Sebastian was
rescued and healed by
Saint Irene of Rome,
who tried to convince
him to leave Rome,
but instead he went to Diocletian to
warn him of his sins. As a result, Sebastian was clubbed to death.
Most of the Guatemalan people in
Liberal are descended from the Maya;
others are mestizos (mixed with Europeans and Native Guatemalans). Many
Guatemalans do not speak Spanish, instead speaking K’iche, one of numerous
dialects spoken throughout the country.
The small Liberal community originates primarily from the rural community of Huehuetenango--a city in the

highlands of western Guatemala--where
husbands and wives both work the
fields. The predominant religion is Catholicism, and includes traditional rites
that help them to preserve the values
they have learned in childhood.
The local devotion to St. Sebastion
is a reflection of the Huehuetenango
parish, which celebrates the saint for a
full week leading up to the Feast Day on
Jan. 20.
The devotion of the people of Huehuetenango to the embattled saint may arise
from the perseverance
and willingness to bear
suffering that resonates
with the people of the
Guatemalan country,
“whose poverty and
lack of education is
part of the subsistent
lifestyle of this area of
Guatemala,” Father
Dieker said. “The immigrants say without
exception that there are
absolutely no opportunities of employment
for them in their home.
“I see amongst them
a deep spiritual faith in
God, a profound openness to life, the great
devotion to family, the
traditional male and
female complementarity,” Father Dieker
added. “Their traditional style of marimba
dance of the couple reflects this dignified accompaniment in the circle of life,
not gyrating, not touching, but united in
the simple rhythmic movement of the
marimba by the married couples; their
vibrant native dress in brilliant red and
gold reflect a hope in a better future.
“It is heartwarming to see the infant children tied to the backs of their
mother in the traditional manner. Their
smiles and Pentecostal joy in singing
challenges the solemnity and individuality of our western European culture.”
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A miraculous recovery

Toddler becomes a living example of the Joy of God
“In between breaths, I
begged for the Ruha [Spirit]
of God to enter her. Her lips
were blue, and her beautiful
blue eyes were wide open. I
could see her pupils shrinking at an alarming rate.
Then I started to pray in between breaths in the words
of Jesus, ‘Talitha Koum,’
which means ‘Little girl, I
say to you, arise.’ I knew we
needed a miracle because I
could actually feel her slipping away.”
-- Matt Laboda, father of Joy
Photo courtesy of the Laboda family

Joy laboda
By lori hADACeK ChApliN
Catholic News Agency
ampa Bay, Fla., Jan 13, 2017 (Reprinted from
the National Catholic Register, courtesy of
Catholic News Agency) - Matt and Kristin
Loboda, from Tampa, Florida, and their four young
children were visiting family in Phoenix, Arizona.
On Dec. 29, 2016, Matt suddenly noticed that his
19-month-old daughter, Joy, was missing. She had
been with them just before that. “In my heart, I
knew something was terribly wrong. So, I ran down
to the Koi pond on the property. I ran around it four
times looking between the shadows and fish for Joy.
Momentarily I was relieved. But, [then] I heard the
Holy Spirit tell me to run to the pool,” writes Matt
on his Facebook page.
When Joy disappeared, Matt hadn’t considered
the possibility that she was in the fence-encircled
pool. He sprinted there, and the sight he saw was
enough to make any parent’s blood run cold: there
was Joy’s little, lifeless body floating on top of the
water. Matt leaped over the five-foot fence and
dove into the water, bringing Joy out of the pool, so
he and his brother-in-law could perform CPR while
they were waiting for the ambulance.
“As I breathed into Joy, I prayed that my breath
would be the breath of God into her,” says Matt, a
graduate of the Franciscan University of Steubenville. “In between breaths I begged for the Ruha
[Spirit] of God to enter her. Her lips were blue, and
her beautiful blue eyes were wide open. I could
see her pupils shrinking at an alarming rate. Then I
started to pray in between breathe in the words of
Jesus, ‘Talitha Koum,’ which means ‘Little girl, I say
to you, arise.’ I knew we needed a miracle because I
could actually feel her slipping away.”

T

First responders

Sergeant Ronald Bryant, a policeman for the
Phoenix Police Department, was just pulling out of
the police station when he got the urgent call that
a baby had fallen into a pool and was unresponsive.
Racing to help Joy, he drove right up where Matt
was trying to revive her. “I found Joy surrounded by
frantic family and concerned workers. Dad, soaked
from the cold pool, was doing a great job with CPR
and mom, Kristin, was kneeling, holding Joy’s head
in hands and praying like no mother ever wants to

pray for their child,” Officer Bryant writes on his
Facebook page.
He continues, “I scooped Joy up and ran her out to
the front gate, giving her compressions and a couple
of breaths as we ran out to meet Fire Paramedics
who were almost on the scene. They immediately
took over and got to work on Joy’s tiny, cold, blue,
lifeless body. My heart was broken. I was convinced
she had passed.”
With 19 years of service, this was not Sergeant
Bryant’s first experience with infant death. Joy’s stiff
body spoke volumes to him. “Everything in me said
it was too late, and she was gone, but I had to try
everything I could,” he said.
Although the paramedics were doing all they
could to save Joy, Matt could feel the cloud of doom
that had settled over them.
As the detective drove Matt and Kristin to Phoenix
Children’s Hospital, Matt closed his eyes and prayed
to God: “‘I know she is your daughter, but she is my
daughter too. Now is not the right time.”

heartbeat

At the emergency room, a doctor came in and
informed the Lobodas that the prognosis didn’t
look good, but that Joy now had a heartbeat. This
news was enough to bolster Matt’s hope. Filled with
supernatural confidence, he felt in his heart Joy
would make a full recovery and said as much to the
doctors.
Little Joy was put in a medical coma and placed on
a ventilator, but by January 7, she was responsive
and breathing on her own. Kristin writes, “She’s in
my arms, reached for my face, and said, ‘Mama.’
Tears are flowing, and my heart is so full. Your
prayers have been our strength and brought healing
to our baby.”
On January 9, Joy was able to breastfeed for the
first time since the accident, and though she was still
experiencing pain, she was doing well enough that
doctors transferred her out of pediatric intensive
care. On January 10, she broke out into a smile and
laughed – a miracle. She is making marked improvements every day.
When Sergeant Bryant learned that Joy was recovering, elated, he stopped by Fire Station 17 – the
paramedics who had worked to save joy – to tell
them she was alive. “They were amazed,” he says.

the eﬃcacy of prayers

Father Ignatius Mazanowski, F.H.S, Kristin’s
brother, told the Register, “Her recovery, in my
opinion, is a testament to her parent’s love and care
and the thousands of people who have been praying
for little Joy.”
It surely is also a testament to the most powerful
prayer, the Mass. For the first seven days, Father
Mazanowski offered Mass at the foot of Joy’s hospital bed, choosing the First Eucharistic Prayer because he wanted to call upon the intercession of the
saints for Joy and her parents. “To be honest, at first
it was simply something I could do, and it provided
a way to pray and offer this whole situation to the
Lord. Each day, as I said Mass, I saw Joy get stronger,
and her parents become more encouraged. I began
to realize, in a way I never did before, how much
healing comes through the Mass.”
He continues, “One Mass in particular, on the
Feast of the Holy Family, became the means through
which my sister Kristin’s heart found healing as I led
her through self-forgiveness prayers. As any parents
would, she was blaming and condemning herself for
Joy’s accident. They lost Joy for three minutes, and
Joseph and Mary lost Jesus for three days. Self-forgiveness in such a situation is so important. I believe
my sister’s healing is tied to Joy’s healing, and for
sure, it helped Kristin to be in a better place to help
Joy heal.”

Joy’s Miracle oﬀers encouragement

When miracles happen, we know that God is near
and watching over us, but it makes me wonder why
some prayers go unanswered? “All I know is that, in
my experience, miracles happen for two reasons,”
replies Father Mazanowski. “First, God wants to
reveal His love to that person, and second, He wants
others to come to faith and to know Him as a result
of the miracle. In Joy’s case, I know God loves her,
her parents, and our family very much, and I am
grateful He has chosen to restore her to health. I
also know from the many people who have contacted us that God is, in fact, bringing people back
to the Church and back into relationship with Him as
they receive encouragement through following the
story of Joy’s miraculous recovery and her parents’
deep faith.”
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Gracias, religiosos y religiosas
G

racias, Hermana Leo Frances
(San José, Concordia), por
haberme guiado con firmeza,
cuando yo era un niño de 4º
grado, en la llamada a la santidad.
Gracias, Hermana Helen Joseph
(Congregación de San José),
para haberme formado generosamente como diácono recién
ordenado, y luego sacerdote y
obispo. Gracias, Madre Giovanni
(Inmaculado Corazón de María,
de Wichita), por haberme ayudado con paciencia cuando era un
nuevo capellán para los estudiantes de secundaria. Gracias, Padre Mateo (San Benito, Atchison),
por enseñarme de manera tan
experta la teología moral, tanto
en la doctrina como en la práctica.
¿Quiénes son los religiosos y religiosas que le han ayudado en su

vida espiritual? ¿en su formación?
¿en su ser usted? ¡Estamos muy
agradecidos a todos los hombres
y mujeres consagrados, dedicados
al anuncio del Evangelio de Jesús
con gran alegría!
“En 1997, San Juan Pablo II
instituyó un día de oración por
las mujeres y los hombres en la
vida consagrada. Esta celebración
está unida a la fiesta de la Presentación del Señor el 2 de febrero.
Esta fiesta también se conoce
como el Día de la Candelaria; el
día en que se bendicen las velas
que simbolizan Cristo, que es la
luz del mundo. Así también, los
que están en la vida consagrada
están llamados a reflejar la luz de
Jesucristo a todos los pueblos. La
celebración del Día Mundial de la
Vida Consagrada se transfiere al

domingo siguiente, para destacar la entrega de las personas
consagradas para toda la Iglesia”
(USCCB).
Agradezco a la Hermana Angela
(Misionera Catequista de la Divina
Providencia), por ayudar desinteresadamente a nuestros inmigrantes. Agradezco a la hermana
Rose Mary (Hermana Dominicana
de la Paz), por practicar profundamente la llamada de Jesús al
encuentro, a invitar y acompañar.
¿Qué haríamos sin la hermana
Janice (Congregación de San
José), por sus muchos ministerios
dedicados como Canciller de la
Diócesis? Agradezco al Padre
René (San Benito, Conception)
por sus dos décadas de ministerio
fiel a nosotros como sacerdote,
profeta y pastor.

Pido a cada uno de ustedes
acercarse esta semana y después
a un religioso o religiosa, como
nos recuerda el Día Mundial de
la Vida Consagrada. Contáctenlos en la gratitud. Invítenlos a
cenar. Recen un rosario por ellos.
Si usted nunca ha conocido un
religioso o una religiosa, ¡vaya
al encuentro de uno! Animen a
nuestras niñas y mujeres solteras
a discernir una vocación a la vida
religiosa. Animen a nuestros niños y hombres solteros a escuchar
la llamada de Dios a entrar en
una congregación. Jesús, Luz del
Mundo, ilumina los corazones de
todos los religiosos, ahora que les
agradecemos y los honramos. ¡Tú
los amas tanto, y nos amas tanto
a nosotros!
+ Monseñor John, obispo

+ JohN B. BruNgArDt
Obispo de Dodge City

Parecía una tragedia pero esta bebé se salvó por un “milagro”
A
RIZONA, 12 Ene. 17 (ACI).- Lo que
parecía una tragedia terminó convirtiéndose en un milagro. El 28 de
diciembre, Joy Laboda, una niña de 1
año 7 meses de edad sobrevivió luego de
perder la respiración y el ritmo cardíaco
cerca de 30 minutos al caerse a una
piscina, lo que la dejó en la unidad de cuidados intensivos del hospital para niños
de Phoenix en los Estados Unidos.
El accidente ocurrió mientras la familia
católica Laboda visitaba la casa de unos
familiares con motivo de la Navidad.
Desde ese entonces, crearon la página de
Facebook “Pray for Joy” en la que piden
constantemente oraciones para la recuperación de su hija y detallan los avances
de su estado de salud.
Joy, a pesar de haber estado en un
coma inducido por tener afectados el
corazón, cerebro y pulmones, y haber
sido operada para remover un coágulo
de sangre, luego de dos semanas se
encuentra estable y sin daño cerebral, le
fue retirado el respirador artificial y ya
recibe tratamientos de fisioterapia.
“En la primera semana después del accidente de Joy no pensé que alguna vez
volvería a sonreír. Era tanta la oscuridad... pero a través de sus oraciones Dios
levantó esa oscuridad y trajo a nuestra
niña a la vida. Sé, sin lugar a dudas, que
Dios realmente escucha y responde las
oraciones de sus hijos. Su gloria se está
dando a conocer a través de nuestra
Joy, y de hecho, estoy sonriendo otra
vez mientras sostengo mi bebé enferma,
pero muy viva”, dijo la madre de la niña,
Kristin, a través de su cuenta de Facebook.
Por su parte el padre, Matt, expresó
el 3 de enero: “lo que sucedió fue un
milagro y no estoy usando una figura
literaria”.
“En un minuto nos dimos cuenta
de que Joy había desaparecido. En mi

corazón sabía que algo estaba terriblemente mal. Así que, corrí a la pileta de la
propiedad y la busqué entre las sombras
y los peces. Momentáneamente me sentí
aliviado, pero oí al Espíritu Santo decirme
que fuese a la piscina. Corrí a ésta y vi a
Joy flotando encima del agua. Inmediatamente salté sobre la cerca y me metí
en el agua. La saqué de la piscina, y mi
cuñado y yo iniciamos la reanimación
cardiopulmonar. Luego llamamos al 911,
pero parecía una eternidad antes de
que los paramédicos llegaran”, contó el
padre.
Aseguró que mientras le respiraba a
Joy, rezaba para que ese aliento “fuera el
aliento de Dios en ella”.
“Rogué al Espíritu Santo para que entrara en ella. Sus labios estaban azules y

sus hermosos ojos se abrieron. Podía ver
sus pupilas encogiéndose a un ritmo alarmante. Entonces empecé a orar y decía
en palabras de Jesús, ‘Talitha Koum’, que
significa ‘Niña, te digo, levántate’. Sabía
que necesitábamos un milagro porque en
realidad podía sentir que ella se iba”.
Matt contó que un policía apareció
entre ellos y llevó a su hija hasta la
ambulancia: “no sé quién fue pero estoy
deuda con él porque llevó a Joy hacia los
paramédicos y continuó las compresiones torácicas mientras corría”.
Cuando el agente la condujo a la
ambulancia, tenía frío, su cuerpo estaba
rígido y no tenía latidos del corazón. No
solo los trabajadores de rescate no eran
optimistas sobre su supervivencia, sino
que Matt temía lo peor debido a que el

corazón de Joy no latía durante al menos
30 minutos.
En camino al hospital para niños de
Phoenix, Matt cerró los ojos y continuó
rezando: “de repente me encontré en
la sala del trono de Dios Padre y con audacia filial le dije: ‘Sé que ella es tu hija,
pero ella también es mi hija. Ahora no es
el momento adecuado’”.
Al llegar al área de emergencias
médicas, Matt vio entrar rápidamente al
médico. Y aunque su rostro transmitía
negatividad al salir, el doctor les dijo
a ambos padres que Joy “aún tenía el
latido del corazón”.
“Eso era todo lo que necesitaba oír.
Esa era toda la esperanza que buscaba”,
aseveró Matt.
Además, el padre de Joy dijo que
“muchos otros milagros han ocurrido
desde entonces”.
“Voy a estar seguro de publicar más a
medida que ocurren. A partir de ahora
Joy está progresando hacia la totalidad.
Continúen orando por ella. Por favor,
háganos saber si podemos orar por algunos de ustedes también. El P. Ignacio,
mi cuñado, celebra Misa todos los días al
lado de Joy. Te incluiremos en nuestras
intenciones”, añadió.
Mientras la historia de la lucha y supervivencia de Joy se extendió a través
de los redes sociales, Matt comenzó a
recibir cientos de mensajes de la gente
que había abandonado la fe o que había
perdido esperanza.
“De repente, gente de todo el país me
estaba diciendo que estaban orando por
Joy, y fue por esas oraciones por las que
estaban regresando a la Iglesia. Recibí
cientos de mensajes en Facebook de personas diciendo que esta historia los ha
llevado de vuelta a la fe, revitalizándola.
Los milagros suceden”, sentenció en
una reciente entrevista para el Instituto
Lepanto.

“en la primera semana después del accidente de Joy no pensé que alguna vez volvería a sonreír. era tanta
la oscuridad... pero a través de sus oraciones Dios levantó esa oscuridad y trajo a nuestra niña a la vida.”
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Mostrarlo y hablar
N
uestros hijos siempre lo han
tenido bien. Saben que deben
“mostrarlo” primero, y después
pueden “hablar” sobre ello. Es
sorprendente con tanta frecuencia
nosotros como adultos nos olvidamos de esto.
Jesús nunca lo olvido. El anuncio
el Reino, y también creo el Reino. Él
dijo Reino, y mostro el Reino. El vino
a restaurar un mundo caído, a hacer
de nuevo una humanidad caída,
vino a sanar a hombres y mujeres

heridos. Él dijo lo que tenía que
decir mostrando lo que tenía que
decir. Aparentemente, el dominaba
el arte de mostrar y hablar, en un
salón de Kínder en Nazaret hace
mucho tiempo. Desde entonces,
para el todo se trataba de Mostrar
y Decir.
¿Y aquellos que lo siguen? ¿Porque
debería de ser diferente para ellos?
Debemos de hacer lo que él dijo.
Debemos de hablar lo que él dijo.
Los antiguos Maestros lo llamaban la

Imitación de Cristo. Debemos de estar viviendo el amor del Padre que el
predico. Debemos de estar viviendo
el amor al prójimo, también. En
nuestros pequeños hogares, debemos de estar haciendo estas cosas,
en nuestras pequeñas obras, en
nuestras pequeñas vidas. Haciendo
es la mejor manera de decirlo.
Acción es la única manera. Concreta, desinteresada, centrada en
los demás, acción es siempre la
prueba de lo que creemos. Los
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Diez Mandamientos del Antiguo
Testamento son requeridos. Los dos
Grandes Mandamientos del Nuevo
Testamento son requeridos. Las Obras de Misericordia son requeridas.
No solo pensamientos sobre esto,
no solo palabras, … acciones… son
requeridas.
Amigos y amigas, nuestra fe se
trata de mostrar-y-hablar. Esa es la
manera en que Jesús trabajaba. Refúgiense en el, si deben de Mostrar + roNAlD M. gilMore
y Decir como él.
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

Beatiﬁcarán en Japón al “Samurái de Cristo”

O

MA, 22 Ene. 17 / 08:35
pm (ACI).- El próximo 7
de febrero, el Cardenal
Angelo Amato, Prefecto de la
Congregación para las Causas
de los Santos, presidirá en
Osaka (Japón) la ceremonia de
beatificación del mártir Justo
Takayama Ukon, conocido como
el “Samurái de Cristo”, muy
apreciado en la Iglesia Católica
en ese país.
El pasado 22 de enero de
2016, el Papa Francisco aprobó el
decreto que reconoce el martirio
de este samurái del siglo XVI, que
se sumará a la lista de católicos
japoneses que prefirieron morir
antes que renunciar a su fe.
El Obispo de Niigata y Presidente de Cáritas Japón, Mons.
Isao Kikuchi, dijo a la agencia
vaticana Fides que luego que el
Papa firmó el decreto del martirio
de Takayama, la Iglesia local pidió
que la beatificación se realice en
Japón y han estado preparándola
durante todo un año.
El anuncio oficial de la fecha
fue anunciado por la Conferencia Episcopal de Japón y la Santa
Sede.
En 2013, la Conferencia Episcopal presentó al Vaticano la
documentación necesaria tras

el cierre de la fase diocesana
del proceso de beatificación de
Takayama.
El caso del próximo beato es
particular ya que entre los 42
santos y 393 beatos japoneses
(todos mártires), él fue un laico
y noble que llega a los altares
sin haber sido asesinado, sino
porque escogió dejar todo
para entregar su vida a Cristo y
falleció por un debilitamiento
físico causado por los estragos
de la persecución.
La historia del samurái Justo
Takayama Ukon fue recogida
por los obispos japoneses en el
año 1965, aunque su fama de
santidad se remonta hasta el
siglo XVII.
lA ViDA Del sAMurÁi
Takayama nació en 1552, tres
años después que el misionero
jesuita San Francisco Javier
introdujera el cristianismo en
Japón. Uno de los conversos
fue su padre, quien lo bautizó
cuando tenía 12 años con el
nombre de Justo.
Los Takayama eran daimio,
miembros de la clase gobernante de los señores feudales
y por lo tanto poseían varias
propiedades, tenían derecho
a formar ejércitos y contratar

Samurái / Foto: Flickr Slackrhackr

samuráis.
Esta familia se dedicó a ayudar en las actividades misioneras en Japón y eran protectores de
los cristianos y de los misioneros jesuitas.
En 1587, cuando el samurái tenía 35 años, el
Canciller de Japón, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, inició una
persecución contra los cristianos, expulsando a los
misioneros y forzando a los católicos japoneses a
abandonar la fe.
Mientras que muchos daimio optaron por
renunciar al catolicismo, Takayama y su padre
optaron por abandonar sus tierras y sus honores
para mantener la fe y vivir pobres a semejanza

de Jesucristo. Muchas personas trataron de
convencerlo de renegar de su catolicismo. Sin embargo él se negó y eligió vivir como un cristiano
hasta la muerte.
Cuando el shogun Tokugawa prohibió definitivamente el cristianismo en 1614, Takayama fue al
exilio y lideró un grupo de 300 católicos japoneses
que partieron con él a las Filipinas. Llegaron en
diciembre de ese año y se establecieron en Manila, la capital del país.
El próximo beato falleció en Manila un año
después, debilitado por los estragos de la persecución.

Peregrinage a Italia del 3 al 11 de Marzo, 2018
Peregrinage a Italia del 3 al 11 de Marzo, 2018
Peregrinage dirigido por Padre. Aneesh
Vicario de la Catedral & Norma Álvarez,
Directora de Educación Religiosa de la
Catedral.
Viajando a Roma, Assis, Tuscany, Florencia, & Venecia.
Cost: $3000.00 (boleto de avión in-

cluido)
Para mas información comuníquese a
Proximo al (855) 842-8001 o visite este
website: https://www.proximotravel.
com/trip-store/?action=trip_registration&
tripid=5161
También puede comunicarse con Norma
Álvarez a la oficina de la Catedral 620-2254802.

Sesiones de conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido
víctima de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier
empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al
correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva
siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a
Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y volun-

tarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones
de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register
y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.

No permita que el juego te
destruya.
Línea de Ayuda para el Juego
Problemático 800.522.4700
ksgamblinghelp.com
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Ruth Elaine Thesing, RN, 75, died Friday, Dec. 30, 2016. She was born on Feb.
5, 1941, to the late William and Helen
(Kreutzer) Betlach in Marienthal. Thesing
graduated Salutatorian from Leoti High
School in 1958, then attended St. Mary of
the Plains College in Dodge City and the St.
Joseph School of Nursing in Wichita, from
where she graduated in May 1962. She
married Gary Thesing on May 25, 1963, in
Garden City.
Thesing served for 15 years as a Community Health Nurse for the Sault Tribe of
Chippewa Indians in Sault Ste. Marie, MI.
She specialized in diabetes care and care of
the elderly. When arriving with her family
to the Soo in 1971, Ruth immediately became involved in the community, joining
the St. Joseph Catholic Church choir.
Through the years, she not only sang in
various church and community choirs but
also helped organize their efforts. She was
a 25-year volunteer and board member for
Sault Ste. Marie’s Hospice program. In May
2010, she was honored as their Hospice
Volunteer of the Year.
Thesing is survived by her husband, Gary;
her son, Michael; and her daughter, Tonya
Kjerland; four grandchildren; her sisters
Juanita Simonds, Twila Simon, Yvonne Wittreich; and brother-in-law, Marvin Simon;
as well as several nieces and nephews.
Graveside services were Jan. 14 at St. John
Cemetery, Spearville, with Father Thomas
Simonds, S.J. presiding.
Emerson Henry Shields, 92, of St. John
the Apostle Parish, St. John, died Jan. 6,
2017. At the time of his passing, he was the
oldest practicing Attorney in Kansas and

Obituarties
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owner of Shields Law Office, St. John. He
Blanche A. Tomecek, 87, of Holy Trinity Bend, died Jan. 11, 2017. Weber was a
was a member of the Knights of Columbus. Parish, Timken, died Jan. 11, 2017. After secretary for Evansco, Inc., and worked
He served in the U.S. Army Air Corp and her children were raised, she was em- in customer service for Dillon’s. She was
was a B-17 bomber pilot during the
ployed as a cook at the a member of the Altar Society. Survivors
German Theatre in WWII. Survivors
Rush County Nursing include two sons, Sgt. David A. Weber and
include his wife, Jeanette J. Steiner;
Home, La Crosse, and Scott L. Weber; one daughter, Jody Erb;
three sons, Byron J., Russell M., and
Great Bend Manor. two brothers, Leonard Nicholson and Jim
Scott H.; and seven grandchildren.
She was a member of Nicholson; and nine grandchildren. Father
Father Michael Klag presided.
St. Ann’s Altar Soci- Ted Stoecklein presided.
Leon A. Werth, 81, of Prince of Peace
Geralyn “Gerry” M. Schartz, 57,
ety, Holy Trinity Parish
of Immaculate Conception Parish,
Council, and a trustee Parish at St. Rose of Lima, Great Bend, died
Claflin, died Jan. 10, 2017. Schartz
for the Bohemian Na- Jan. 16, 2017. Werth was owner and operaworked as the Library Aide at Central
tional Cemetery. She tor of Leon Werth Plumbing, Heating and
Plains High School, in Claflin. She had
also was a member of Air. He was a member of the Knights of Coalso worked for the U.S. Postal Service
FCSLA (Catholic Work- lumbus Council #862. Survivors include his
and ran her own daycare. She was Blanche Tomecek
man), Western Frater- wife, Joan E. Werth; three sons, Keith, Neil,
active in the Altar Society and taught
nal Lodge Association, and Kurt; three daughters, Colleen Kohls,
PSR classes for many years. She is survived Joy Club, Faith Sharing, Walnut Valley Michelle Schenkel, and Denise Thole; one
by her husband of nearly 34 years, Paul E. Senior Center, Rush Center, Kansas, and brother, Duane Werth; 18 grandchildren
Schartz Jr.; and their three children: Chris- a Cub Scout den mother. Survivors in- and seven great-grandchildren. Father Ted
topher Schartz, Melissa Puetz and Luke clude: two sons, Edward and Frank; four Stoecklein presided.
Thomas Joseph “Tom” Doherty, 71, of
Schartz; her parents, Al and Ruth Morales; daughters, Julie Huber, Martha Tomecek,
Medicine
Lodge, a member of St. Cornefive siblings, Debbie Christianson, Tony Mo- Loretta Verhaeghe, and JoAnn Tomecek;
rales, Alvina Lundquist, Max Morales, and eight grandchildren; three great-grand- lius Parish, Cherokee, Okla., died Jan. 17,
Susie Morales; and many nieces, nephews, children; one brother-in- law, Edward 2017. Doherty was a farmer, rancher and
and great-nieces and great-nephews. Father Schwindt; and one sister-in-law, Rosarie worked at the co-op elevator. Surviving in
Terrance Klein presided.
Jecha. Father Matthew Kumi, Father Henry addition to his wife, Kathyrn Doherty, are
Brian Lee Bailey, 44, of St. John the Baxa, Father Pascal Klein, Father Charles three sons, Ed, Tim, and John; eight grandEvangelist Parish, Hoisington, died Jan. Mazouch, Father Rene Labrador and Fa- children (and one on the way); one brother,
Phillip Doherty; and two sisters, Victoria
14, 2017. Brian graduated from Hoisington ther Ultan Murphy presided.
High School in 1990 and attended Barton
Vicki Lynn Weber, 59, of Prince of Peace Blevins and Sharon Swafford. Father Bala
County Community College. He worked for Parish at St. Rose of Lima Church, Great Sagila Jesubas presided.
BOC Gases in Otis until he had to retire in
2002 following an injury. He is survived
by a daughter, Adison Rien Rippie; father,
Verlin Bailey; mother, Rita Bailey; uncles
and aunts, Jerry and Sally Rowley, Sister
Janet Rowley, John and Judy White, and
Raymond Rowley.
s they enter their final
SCHNEIDER, Deacon Jacob
1300 S. Steele St.
year of study, Deacons
Denver, CO 80210
(Theology IV)
Schneider and Brantley
Parish: Prince of Peace,
St. John Vianney
have expressed how
Great Bend
Theological Seminary
meaningful it is for them
1300 S. Steele St.
to have received your letFRIEB, Eric
Denver, CO 80210
ters of support over the
(College Freshman)
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz
years. Please continue to
Conception Seminary
let them, and our newest
College
seminarians, know that
STANG, John
you are praying for them
P.O. Box 502
(Pre-Theology I)
and support them in their
Conception, MO 64433
St. John Vianney
journey.
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
BRANTLEY, Deacon Mark
HERNANDEZ, Esteban
Denver, CO 80210
(Theology IV)
(Language Culture Church
Parish: Prince of Peace,
Pope St. John XXIII
Program)
Great Bend
National Seminary
Conception Seminary
College
558 South Avenue
HABASH, Austin
P.O. Box 502
Weston, MA 02493-2699
(Spirituality Year)
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: COLG, Dodge City
St. John Vianney
Parish: COLG, Dodge City
Theological Seminary

Got a minute? Send a letter of
support to our seminarians

A

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Jan. 29
Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13/
First Corinthians 1:26-31/
Matthew 5:1-12
Monday, Jan. 30
Hebrews 11:32-40/Mark
5:1-20
Tuesday, Jan. 31; Saint
John Bosco, priest
Hebrews 12:1-4/Mark
5:21-43
Wednesday, Feb. 1
Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15/
Mark 6:1-6
Thursday, Feb. 2
Malachi 3:1-4/Hebrews
2:14-18/Luke 2:22-40 or
2:22-32

Friday, Feb. 3
Hebrews 13:1-8/Mark
6:14-29
Saturday, Feb. 4
Hebrews 13:15-17, 2021/Mark 6:30-34
Sunday, Feb. 5
Isaiah 58:7-10/First Corinthians 2:1-5/Matthew
5:13-16
Monday, Feb. 6; Saint
Paul Miki and companions, martyrs
Genesis 1:1-19 or Galatians 2:19-20/Mark 6:5356 or Matthew 28:16-20
Tuesday, Feb. 7
Genesis 1:20--2:4/Mark
7:1-13

Wednesday, Feb. 8
Genesis 2:5-9, 15-17/
Mark 7:14-23
Thursday, Feb. 9
Genesis 2:18-25/Mark
7:24-30
Friday, Feb. 10; Saint
Scholastica, virgin
Genesis 3:1-8/Mark
7:31-37
Saturday, Feb. 11
Genesis 3:9-24/Mark
8:1-10
Sunday, Feb. 12
Sirach 15:15-20/First
Corinthians 2:6-10/Matthew 5:17-37 or 5:20-22,
27-28, 33-34, 37
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A letter from the heart of an undocumented immigrant
By MArgAritA gAliNDo
(Margarita Galindo is VicePresident for Hispanic Involvement at the National Council of
the United States Society of St.
Vincent de Paul. The following
is provided by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.)

I

n recognition of the recent
National Migration Week, and
at the invitation of the National
Council of the United States Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s Voice
of the Poor Committee, for the
first time I am telling my story of
coming to the United States as
an undocumented immigrant.
Our two children, Lizza and
Alfonso Jr., and I were born in
Tijuana, Mexico, next to the
southwest border with the USA.
My husband, Alfonso, was born
in a small town in the State of
Jalisco, México.
As soon we got married in
1973, he, as a lawful permanent
U.S. resident (green card holder),
filed a visa petition for me. In
those days, the waiting period of
time was 12 years.
At the time, we lived in
Tijuana. Every day at 2:30 a.m.,
Alfonso crossed the border to
work in the fields in the United
States, picking tomatoes, chilies,
and strawberries. He worked 1011 hours a day, 6 days a week,
and spent one and a half hours
commuting each way to work
and back home.
Alfonso worked in different,
very demanding jobs – as a janitor; in factories and canneries;
construction; as a laboratory
technician; and so on – until he
started to work in an aerospace
company, first as a carpenter,
then as mechanic, electrician,
and welder, and now as a lead
man of the maintenance department. I am sharing this with you
because I need to make a point
– he always worked hard, long
hours and different shifts.
While he worked in the
United States, I worked in a
Social Security Hospital in the
Human Resources Department
in Tijuana, and, at the same
time, took care of two children.
Alfonso did everything possible
for the children to have a strong
father presence in their lives; it
was hard for him and for us.
Several years passed, and
we were told that the waiting
time to become a permanent
resident had increased to
14-17 years. So, Alfonso made
the hard decision to resign his
Mexican citizenship to become a
US citizen. In those days, it was
not like today where you can
have dual citizenship – you had
to surrender your citizenship
in your own country. Alfonso
also needed to speak English

well and go to school for the U.S.
citizenship classes.
Can you image when he could
find time to attend the daily
two-hour English and Citizenship
classes?
We needed to move to the
United States, because it was
the only way he could have time
to attend his classes and have
a little more family time. It was
a hard decision – to continue in

be productive and was worried
about how I could help support
the family financially, too.
I started to help working mothers with the care of their children
after school for a small fee. In
the evening, I went to learn
English as a second language at
my children’s school. But I did
not like those classes. They were
too slow, and I needed to learn
a little faster. In order to do this,
Margarita
with her
husband and
children in the
1970s

the same pattern or try to be a
real family. We decided to come
to live here. In the mid-1980s,
my two small children and I came
to the United States without
permission to reside here. My
husband had a resident card so
he had the right to live and work
here. Thanks to God, we did not
come through the desert, a tunnel, or in a car’s trunk. We had
short-term visitors’ visas to come
and visit the United States, and
we were supposed to stay no
more than three days and keep
within a certain area.
I started to feel bad about
myself, as if I was not good
enough, because I was not able
to work or have a driver’s license
or walk freely on the streets. I
had always worked. I needed to

my English teacher told me to go
to a community college, but she
did not know that I did not have
the proper documents. I attended community college briefly,
but since I was not a resident,
I did not qualify for reduced
tuition. Instead, I would have
had to pay full foreign student
tuition, even though we paid
taxes for community schools. I
could not afford full tuition and
still help my husband provide for
the family.
From the time he started
working in the United States,
Alfonso paid taxes to the IRS.
Once we moved to the United
States, we saved some money.
With family help we eventually
bought our house, and we paid
property taxes. I always lived

in fear of deportation and the
consequences for my family. Our
children were in a household
where our status was a secret;
you did not want anyone to
know it, because it was dangerous. For most undocumented
immigrants, fear, and the stress
that comes with it, is a constant
part of life. We had to keep our
situation a secret from nearly
everyone we encountered, afraid
to be reported and sent back to
Mexico
It was a time full of frustration,
learning, adapting, and growing
in many ways, but mostly full of
joy because we were together.
Not long after my children
and I came to the United States,
my husband applied for citizenship. He passed the test, and, in
three months, he became a U.S.
citizen. He next petitioned for
our under-age children, Lizza and
Alonso Jr., to become U.S. citizens, and in 6 months they were.
It was not easy for us to pay in
a single year the very expensive
fee for the three of them to become U.S. citizens. So again, Alfonso needed to work overtime
to afford the house payment and
all the immigration fees.
Several months passed before
we could change the status of
my first petition which, when it
was filed back in 1973, was done
by my husband in his then-status as a U.S. resident. As a U.S.

citizen, he could file an updated
petition on my behalf and the
waiting period would be shortened. Finally, that was accepted,
and I was granted an official U.S.
resident card. Then I had to wait
three more years to be able to
apply and pay more fees for the
U.S. citizenship process. Eventually, I was able to apply for it. I
passed the test, and finally, after
all the risks, tears, frustrations,
low self-esteem, and 20 years,
thanks to God, I became a U.S.
citizen in 1994 – Hurray!!!
For us, it was extremely
important to work hard. I really
appreciate this country and its
people. We made a real pledge
to making this country our home.
On the other hand, we continue to maintain strong relationships in our birth country. We
are the lucky ones to have had
the opportunity to access the
best from both countries and
to celebrate both cultures – not
assimilate the USA culture, but to
blend both.
I believe we need to share our
stories. Some, like mine, are relatively easy, but others are very
hard, sad, and dangerous.
We are human beings, created
in the image of God too, with
dreams and hopes like every
other person. We simply wish
to be able to do better for our
family, our communities, for the
poor, and for our country.

he�� Wa�ted

Coordinator of religious education
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Larned, KS
The Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) shall be responsible
for the faith formation for children in grades Pre K – 12, including sacramental preparation, to be carried out according to the
catechetical norms of the Diocese of Dodge City and the religious
education program description of Sacred Heart parish. The CRE
shall also provide oversight of all summer programs. The CRE will
be accountable to the PSR Commission and Pastor.
Sacred Heart religious education program is a family catechesis
program involving the registered children of the parish and their
parents. The CRE will work closely with the Adult Religious Formation Commission programs to involve parents in adult education
programs.
Primary responsibilities include the Parish School of Religion
(grades pre K-12), catechist formation, and PSR teacher certification. Responsibilities also include sacramental preparation
programs and collaboration with the youth minister. We are
seeking an energetic individual who will work closely with the PSR
Commission, pastor, staff, and parish volunteers in the continued
formation and implementation of parish religious education.
This is a part time, 20 hours/wk during school season, less during summer months, “salaried” position. The candidate must be
a practicing Roman Catholic in good standing with the Catholic
Church.
For a full list of responsibilities or to submit a Résumé please
contact the parish office at:
sacred heart
1111 state street
larned, Ks 67550-2157
oﬃce@sacredheartlarned.org
phone: 620.285.2035
Fax: 620.285.3025
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Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

Da� reed, FiCF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce • (785) 531-0135 cell

ACross
1 Church seats
4 One of the judges
8 Symbol of the Holy
Spirit
9 Jesus asked for this
when he spoke of paying
taxes
10 Evil king of the New
Testament
12 “___ us this day our
daily bread…”
13 Pilate washed his in
front of the crowd
14 Time for some Easter services
17 Franciscan letters
18 Title for the pope
22 “When we ___ this
bread…”
24 Jesus rebuked this
25 Catholic actor, Gene
___
26 “By the sweat of
your ___…” (Gen 3:19)
28 “___ to you, scribes
and Pharisees…” (Mt
23:13)
29 Follower
30 Padre ___
32 Catholic author,
J.R.R. ___
33 Church runway
35 Story of original sin
(with “The”)
36 Confirmation gesture
37 ___ Week
38 Wife of Tobit (Tb
2:11)
39 “___ at the right
hand of the Father”

Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

(785) 726-4899

Adam Ce���a

(785) 728-2147 oﬃce • (785) 871-1991

Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

geo��e s�i�e��i, FiCF, lutCF, Clu

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce • (785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley

Da�i� reed, FiCF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell

GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

19

20

8
10

9

11

12
14

13
16

15
17

21

18

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32
33

35

34
36

37

38
39

40
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

40 We should enter by
the narrow one
DoWN
2 Book in which the
first Passover occurred
3 Evil deed
4 Split in the Church
5 St. Thomas’ surname
6 Saint of Orleans
7 The Chosen People
11 Holy day cusp
12 Gold, frankincense
or myrrh
13 The woman wiped
Jesus’ feet with hers (Lk

7:38)
15 ___ to Emmaus
16 “We are ___ on
Christ’s account” (1 Cor
4:10)
19 Island converted in
the 5th century
20 “…for a person will
reap only what he ___”
(Gal 6:7)
21 Letters some people
sport on jewelry
22 Son of Seth
23 Church sounders
26 ___ of Genesis
27 It becomes the Blood

of Christ
28 “ T h y _ _ _ b e
done…”
30 Homeland of John
Paul II
31 Simon, the apostle,
was one of these
32 Theology on ___
program
33 First man
34 “…and do not share
in another’s ___” (1 Tim
5:22)
35 ___ and abstinence
37 OT prophetic book

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

ty�e� Meye�, FiCF

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and Greensburg councils.
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teAser the First: What am !?
My first is in riddle, but not in little.
My second is in think, but not in brink.
My third is in thyme, but not in time.
My fourth is in mother, but not in brother.
My last is in time, but not in climb.
teAser the seCoND:
If 3 – 2 = 2
16 – 10 = 4
117 – 99 = 9
Then 1000 – 265 = ?

editor’s Note: If anyone
can tell me what this
means, and why the answer is what it is, please
email me at skregister@
dcdiocese.org.

teAser the
thirD:
There are
five squares
pictured. Move
two matches,
and two
matches only,
to create seven
squares.

Ransom council

sha�� li�e��e��e�
Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

Da� o�do�e�
(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

D.J. re�e�

(913) 687-0164

Spearville, Wright, Dodge City, Ashland, Ness City,
and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

st. sebastian’s soDuKo

(785) 301-2676 oﬃce • (785) 623-8716 cell

(left) to solve a soduko, fill in
the table so that the numbers
from 1 to 9 will be in each
column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct
solution.

Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
columna debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
cuadrado 3x3 debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a 9.
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Priests on tHe Prairie
Father Johann Christian Schurz
Died January 30, 1901

F

ather Schurz was born in
Bonn, Rheinish Prussia on
Jan. 6, 1843. He attended St.
Francis Seminary in Milwaukee
and was ordained for Vicariate
Apostolic of Kansas on Feb. 18,
1874.
He was appointed pastor
of St. Aloysius, Wichita, in
1874, after being assistant at
Emporia for only six months.
Initially his mission stations
included: Augusta, Chelsea,
Douglas, Eldorado, Four-Mile,
White Water, all in Butler Co.;
Cherokee and Oxford, in Sumner Co.; Cow-Skin and El Paso,
in Sedgwick Co.; Ellinwood,
in Barton Co.; Marion Centre, in Marion Co.; Fort
Larned, in Pawnee Co.; Sedwick City, in Harvey Co.;
and Winfield in Cowley Co.
During his five-year pastorate at Wichita (18741879), Father Schurz erected seven churches, two

rectories and two schools. He organized three colonies, two German
and one Irish, named respectively,
St. Mark’s (St. Mark), St. Joseph’s
(Ost) and St. John’s (Clonmel).
In the Dodge City territory,
Father Schurz served as pastor of
St. Joseph, Ellinwood, (1880-1882).
During this pastorate he served the
missions at Saints Peter and Paul
Settlement (North Ellinwood), Odin,
and St. Rose, Great Bend.
Father Schurz transferred to the
Diocese of Peoria in Illinois were he
served in the following parishes: St.
Joseph, Danville; St. Francis Assisi,
Ottawa; and Sacred Heart, Warsaw,
with the mission St. Mary, Hamilton.
Father Schurz died of pneumonia on Jan. 30, 1901, at the age of
58. Burial was in the Sacred Heart
Cemetery at Warsaw, Ill. [Warsaw
(Illinois) Bulletin, Feb. 1, 1901]
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Pope Francis’ Monthly
intentions; January 2017
Christian Unity

that all Christians may be faithful to the
lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and
fraternal charity to restore ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the
challenges facing humanity.

Check out the SKC
website: dcdiocese.org/
swkscatholic. You can
find pdfs of all issues
dating back to Easter
2015. You can also find
puzzle pages (presented on 8.5x11 format)
dating back to 2010.

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437
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Submit photos,
articles
Do you have a photo or
photos from an event in
your parish that you would
like to submit to the Catholic? To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Issue Dates/
Deadlines

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
LITURGY I

Feb. 12/Feb. 1
Feb. 26/Feb. 15
March 12/March 1
March 26/March 15
April 16/April 5
April 30/April 19
May 14/May 3
May 28/May 17
June 11/May 31
July 16/July 5
Aug. 6/July 26
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6
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P Q R E Y A R P G N

I

N E P O

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

S E Q Y W N E M A T A E R G P
N S N Q R
O J Q
I

I

I

Q G N

I

T E E R G

N O E F X R S Y U J C

U E S T O T X H P L B L R T

S L Q B H E

I

R O W V N E H S

S J A B W S N N E J X E P
E E S M

I

ANSWERS

I

M F O O W S

R E X

I

R O A R H A M O G C J

E R T

I

F

I

F O

I

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

S

Z S T U F D J S C H

C G G F B O H Q

Dates are subject to
change.

I

Largest
Selection of

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

F L O B T U

www.idonnelly.com

T W A K R T M G D G T R C P F
N L T O D
I

I

S D O V U Z

I

P S

V L Q L G T W E D V E C T T

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

B G C Y E P S G N
COMMUNION
CREED
GIFTS
GLORIA
GOSPEL

I

GREAT AMEN
GREETING
HOMILY
INTERCESSIONS
LAMB OF GOD

D A E R E
OFFERTORY
OPENING PRAYER
PENITENTIAL RITE
READINGS
RESPONSORIAL

Distributors of

P E W S
S
X
I
C
C O I N
H
D
G I
S U N R I S
S
O F M
W
E A T
K
W I N D
O
W
J
D I S C I P
N
A I S L E
D
I
A
A N N A
M
S
S E

A M
O
E R
V E
E
H
B
E L
L
L E
S
F
L A
S
A T

F
O L
O
L Y
S
P
T O
A L
P A
N
E D

W
I
L
L

N E S S
I
O
B R O W
O E
S
O
Z
K I E N
A
H O L Y
A
O
G A T E

S O N
J
J
D O V E
O D
A
W
H A N D S
A
I
R

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

thirD:
First: The word rhyme.
seCoND: -8
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Mexican dancers perform for Pope Francis

Lucía Ballester/CNA

Concheros dancers from Querétaro, Mexico perform for Pope Francis at a recent general audience at the
Vatican. Also known as the Chichimecas, Aztecas and Mexicas, the Concheros dance is a traditional dance
and ceremony that has been performed in Mexico since the early colonial period, and includes features that
are both pre-Hispanic and Christian.

Dear Lord, I do not know
what will happen to me
today. I only know that
nothing will happen that
was not foreseen by You,
and directed to my greater good from all eternity.
I adore Your holy and
unfathomable plans, and
submit to them with all my
heart for love of You and
the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. Amen.

Local youth among those at SEEK conference in San Antonio
Continued from Page 3
Rockers traveled on the buses with the KState group, as did Father Scott Wallisch,
vocations director for the Archdiocese
of Kansas City. Additionally, Father Gale
Hammerschmidt, co-vocation director
for the Diocese of Salina, and Father Kyle
Berens met the K-State group in Texas.
“It’s so important for young people
to see priests and religious who are real
people,” Gleason said. “We can think
they’re different, but seeing they are
real, but so in love with Jesus and to be
present with us and pray with us is really
powerful.
“Sometimes you can feel insignificant,
but when so many priests and religious
are there, and you can see the love they
have for everyone — especially college
students — it reaffirms our value.
“It helps with vocations, too. As more
people see that they are just normal guys
who have a love for Christ, but that’s
their calling.”

Sorority sisters/Fraternity
brothers attend together

Bergkamp is a member of the Sigma
Alpha Epsilon fraternity at K-State.
“At the freshman retreat, I found out a
few brothers were there,” he said. “We
talked about faith and usually go to Mass
together every Sunday. A few of us go to
daily Mass.”
The trip was the first time he and his
brothers had an out-of-town social event.
“I hung out with them a lot,” Bergkamp
said. “It was great to be together in a
Catholic setting.”
Mernagh, a freshman, is member of Pi
Beta Phi sorority. Several of her sorority
sisters also attended the conference.
“It was helpful knowing we’d see these

people at everyday events,” she said.
“Knowing when it seems that everyone is
thinking differently, you’re not the only
person with morality. You know others
have similar values.”
Mernagh said they did some brainstorming about encouraging Catholic
members from the greek system.
“If each house took one hour of adoration, how cool would it be,” she said.

Journey Lee is a freshman at Bethany
College in Lindsborg. After befriending
Thibault during Prayer and Action this
summer, Lee said she was excited to join
the group.
Other colleges who attended with the
group include: Wartburg College in Iowa,
Kansas State Polytechnic, University of
Missouri - Kansas City and Dodge City
Community College.

Thibault said one of her goals for the
trip was to make it possible for anyone to
go — regardless of financial ability.
“About half of those who are going we
were able to fundraise for or give them
the tools to fundraise for themselves,”
she said.
Thibault said the trip cost about $600
per student.
“Students have come and said they
want to go but can’t afford it,” she said.
“I’ll call a donor and tell them a student’s
story, and they don’t hesitate to send a
check. (People’s generosity) has brought
me to tears several times.”
Thibault heavily credits the donors
— from across each diocese in Kansas
— who made the trip more possible for
many students.
“One of the donors I called was a
young couple who just got married,” she
said. “Instead of going on a honeymoon,
they decided to donate their extra cash
so students could go to SEEK.”
Multiple campuses attend together
The K-State group included students
from other schools as well.
“A lot of kids from around the diocese
heard about it and wanted to come
along,” Thibault said. “It’s neat to see the
small colleges come along with us.”

After the week-long conference, students are ready to make some changes.
Mason Scheetz, a sophomore at KState who grew up in Oakley, described
the week as “incredible” and said he is
looking forward to returning to campus.
“You leave having a love of Christ, and
taking these things you’ve learned and
want to take them home and put into
practice once you get back on campus,”
he said. “A few of us guys at the end of
the week (were talking and) thought
we need to get going — let’s put it into
practice and be accountable. We want to
keep growing our faith.”
Heinz said she wants to be more diligent about reaching out to others at Fort
Hays, and also considering the small daily
actions whether those actions help or
hinder her growth in holiness.
“We talked about being more present
in conversations with people, being more
available to people — whether that’s
reducing time on your cell phone or being attentive to what others are saying,”
she said. “You should really take in what
others are saying and trying to engage
in true conversation and friendship with
other people.”
Gleason said he intends to focus on his
prayer life.

Many students sponsored

Changes moving forward

“Every speaker — no matter what they
spoke about — talked about the importance of praying,” he said. “Just sitting in
silence for five or 10 minutes, how much
it can change our outlook.”
Also important is deepening friendships.
“Getting a group of guys together and
having a few guys whom we meet, we
talk about life and try to be good men together,” Gleason said. “Having that group
of guys to fall back on in good times and
back, finding that core group of friends is
important.”
Lee said she wants to reach out to the
few Catholics she knows on campus at
Bethany College.
“I don’t come from a college with a
very big Catholic community at all,” she
said. “I learned a lot of ways I can start
something where I am or help to bring
God to others. I think it was very helpful
because my campus is lacking that.”
During the bus ride back, Thibault said
she was inspired by the changes students
want to make in their lives.
“Already, the fruits of SEEK are starting,” she said.
Students are talking about forming
Bible studies and setting a weekday date
for Mass, among other ideas.
“It’s cool to hear how each student is
going to make a commitment moving
forward, not make it a memory,” Thibault
said.
Karen Bonar is editor of the Register,
the newspaper of the Catholic Diocese
of Salina. The article is reprinted with
permission.
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U.S. Bishops:

Health care should be truly universal, affordable
“Health, indeed, is not a consumer good, but a universal right, which means that
access to healthcare services cannot be a privilege.” -- Pope Francis

W

ashington D.C., Jan 18, 2017
(CNA/EWTN News) - Any changes to health care law under the
new administration should not abandon
the principal of genuinely affordable
health care for everyone, said the U.S.
bishops in a letter to Congress.
In American policy, they said, “We
must not see health care as a luxury, but
as a necessary building block to help individuals and families thrive and contribute
to the good of the community and the
nation.”
“We recognize that the law has
brought about important gains in
coverage, and those gains should be
protected,” Bishop Frank J. Dewane of
Venice, Florida wrote in a Jan. 18 letter to
members of Congress.
Bishop Dewane is chair of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Domestic Justice and
Human Development.
For the U.S. bishops, any repeal of key
provisions of the 2010 Affordable Care
Act should not take place “without the
concurrent passage of a replacement
plan that ensures access to adequate
health care for the millions of people
who now rely upon it for their wellbeing.”
President-elect Donald Trump, in a
press conference last week, pressed for a

speedy repeal of the health care legislation commonly known as Obamacare. He
has also spoken of replacing the legislation with his own proposals that promise
“insurance for everybody” and “much
lower deductibles,” CNN reports.
However, some Congressional Republicans have voiced concern about any vote
that would end major parts of the 2010
law that covers 20 million people without
providing an alternative, creating widespread disruptions.
The U.S. bishops emphasized that

health care reform “should be truly universal and it should be genuinely affordable.”
“Every person is made in the image
of God and possesses inherent dignity,”
Bishop Dewane’s letter said. “A just
community strives to see and address
the needs of those who struggle on its
margins, and each segment of society is
called to build toward a common good
that creates and maintains conditions
aimed at true human flourishing.”
He cited Pope John XXIII’s 1963 encycli-

cal Pacem in Terris, which spoke of the
right to life and the right “to the means
necessary for the proper development of
life, particularly food, clothing, shelter,
medical care, rest, and, finally, the necessary social services.”
Pope Francis echoed these words in
May 7, 2016 remarks to a doctors’ group:
“Health, indeed, is not a consumer good,
but a universal right which means that
access to healthcare services cannot be a
privilege.”
The bishops’ letter to Congress noted
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ support for the general goal of the
2010 health care law, but added that
the conference in the end opposed its
passage “because it expanded the role of
the federal government in funding and
facilitating abortion and plans that cover
abortion, and it failed to provide essential conscience protections and access to
health care for immigrants.”
“We remain committed to the ideals of
universal and affordable health care, and
to the pursuit of those ideals in a manner
that includes protections for human life,
conscience and immigrants,” the letter
concluded. “We urge you to approach
the important debates in the days ahead,
seeking also to honor these principles for
the good of all.”

Immigration is a chance for hospitality, unity

W

ashington D.C., Jan 11, 2017 (CNA/
EWTN News).- Catholics should
be working to create a “culture of
encounter” that shows charity and empathy to immigrants, said leaders of the U.S.
bishops in a message this week.
“Our brothers and sisters who are forced
to migrate suffer devastating family separation and most often face dire economic
conditions to the point that they cannot
maintain a very basic level of living,” said
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of GalvestonHouston and Archbishop José H Gomez of
Los Angeles.
“Refugees flee their countries due to war
and persecution, which inspires them to
risk everything for an opportunity to live in
peace.”
Cardinal DiNardo is president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, and
Archbishop Gomez is vice-president. Their
message was released for National Migration Week (Jan. 8-14), a time set aside for
reflection on the struggles, benefits, and
shared realities of migrant families.
In accordance with Pope Francis’ recent
intentions, the statement voiced hope for a
“culture of encounter,” conducive to unity
and shared aspirations.
In recent years, families of refugees have
been seeking asylum from countries in conflict, such as Sudan and Syria. Thousands of
Iraqi Christians have been displaced under

ISIS’ persecution, mostly to refugee camps.
The pain and suffering of migrating
families are an opportunity for mercy, said
the Catholic leaders. ABC News reported
on one couple who helped more than 100
Christian refugees relocate to America
from Iraq.
Appealing to America’s heritage as a
melting pot, both Cardinal DiNardo and
Archbishop Gomez called for reflection on
the mercy shown to earlier generations of
immigrants.
“As Catholics in the United States, most
of us can find stories in our own families
of parents, grandparents or great-grandparents leaving the old country for the
promise of America,” they said, encouraging Americans to sympathize with people
who have similar stories as their own
forefathers.
Cardinal DiNardo and Archbishop Gomez
also commented on overcoming the struggle of integration in the past. They said
that “fear and intolerance” have tested the
melting pot, but that we as a country have
prevailed to be a society of inclusion.
“Whether immigrating from Ireland,
Italy or countless other countries, previous
generations faced bigotry,” they said, urging that National Migration Week be used
as an opportunity to work for both secure
borders and an embrace of the most vulnerable.

“Our brothers and sisters who are
forced to migrate suffer devastating
family separation and most often face
dire economic conditions to the point
they cannot maintain a very basic level
of living.”
-- Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, Galveston-Houston

