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“On this Ash Wednesday
(March 1), let’s make our
first sacrifice of turning
over to the Lord every
anxiety and fear.”
-- An�n���us
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Pete Gomez

The man who took Roosevelt fishing

Lent; a not-so-subtle reminder

Search not success,
but purity of heart
Editor’s Note -- Ash Wednesday, which
signals the beginning of Lent, is March 1.
The following was written in 2016.

V
dodge City resident Peter Gomez, center and right, shares the
story of his World War ii experience in which he found himself
in the unlikeliest of places, with the unlikeliest of men. at left
is President Franklin roosevelt enjoying a well-deserved break
amid World War ii.

See Page 3
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reator God,
we are your
people. We look
to the future with
optimism and with
faith in You, as we
pursue our call to
provide justice and
fullness of life for
all people....
We pray that
every man, woman
and child may develop their potential and meet You
in themselves and
in one another.
May we enjoy a
totally welcoming
community, with
You as our center,
joined hand in
hand with our sisters and brothers.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

“

A Night to Shine

T

revor Lampe, son of Lawrence and
Tammy Lampe (and grandson of Deacon Dwaine and Louise Lampe), enjoys “A
Night to Shine” prom with his date, Leora
Kennedy, Feb. 10 at the Church of the
Nazarene in Dodge City. “A Night to Shine”
is an international event created by the
Tim Tebow Foundation, which provides
a formal night of food, fun and dancing

for high school students and adults with
physical or intellectual disabilities.
“We want them each to feel like kings and
queens of the prom, because that’s how
God sees them every day,” Tebow said.
Beauty Works of Dodge City provided
free hair and make-overs for the women.
Dozens of volunteers came from across
the region to help at the event.

atican City (CNA/EWTN News) - In
his Ash Wednesday homily, Pope
Francis said that Lent is the perfect
time to let go of selfish and indifferent attitudes, returning to God with the help of
prayer, penance and acts of charity.
“Lent is a beneficial time of pruning from falsity, from worldliness, from
indifference: to not think that everything
is okay if I am okay; to understand that
what counts is not approval, the pursuit

“(Christ) knows the
weakness of our heart;
he sees the wound of evil
we have committed and
suffered; he knows how
much we need forgiveness,
he knows that we need to
feel loved in order to do
-- Pope Francis
good.”
of success or consensus, but purity of
heart and life,” the Pope said Feb. 10.
It’s a time to rediscover one’s Christian
identity, “which is love that serves, not
selfishness that uses,” he said.
Pope Francis celebrated the Ash
Wednesday Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica.
In his homily, Pope Francis focused on
two “invitations” extended in the day’s
scripture passages. The first, he said,
comes from Saint Paul in the second reading.
When Paul tells his readers to “be
reconciled to God” in his Second Letter
to the Corinthians, he’s not just giving a
piece of good, fatherly advice or making
a suggestion, but is offering “a true and
genuine petition in the name of Christ,”
the Pope said.
The reason for such a “solemn and
heartfelt appeal” is because Christ knows
how fragile we are as sinners, Francis
observed.
“(Christ) knows the weakness of our
heart; he sees the wound of evil we have
Continued on Page 16
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‘Alive from within’
W
hen I was in the second grade, we spent
the winter preparing to receive our First
Communion in the spring.
One day we put the class and the books and the
talk aside, and went over to the Church. From the
sacristy, the Sister brought out a bowl filled with
small white wafers. She was going to show us the
bread used at Mass, the bread for the Eucharist.
She wanted us to see the hosts, to touch them,
to hold them, and, above all to taste them. They
were smooth to the touch, incredibly light and
airy, and they bore the marks of the machines
that helped make them. They were dry in the
mouth, and brittle against the teeth, and without

taste, and hard to swallow, as I recall.
Still, we knew (she would not let us miss this
point) that they were to be changed during the
Mass, through the power of the word of a priest,
changed into the body and blood of Christ.
Something would come to them from without
that would change them from within.
Whether by design, or by luck, or by both, the
lights in my private chapel today do unearthly
things, and they take me back those nearly seventy years.
When I celebrate Mass there early in the
morning, the offertory halts my wandering attention. The paten raised in prayer fairly jumps

with light, usually forcing my eyes to close. The
chalice raised in prayer is alive with light, all
around the gold rim, and in the dark red of the
trembling wine.
When I raise the host for the consecration, the
light shines right through the thin wafer, filling
it with itself, making it come alive from within.
When I raise the chalice for the consecration, the
light flashes around the sides of the cup, playing,
dancing, on the surface of the wine, as though it
too was alive from within.
Unearthly things, I say. And I am a boy again, in
a church with a bowl, and a host, and a Mystery
that never goes away.

Bishop emeritus
ronald M.
Gilmore

Another
Way

Life of Sister Guillermina Lopez-Baron, C.F.P., mourned, celebrated

S

ister Guillermina, 80, a Passionist Sister in
ministry at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, died Feb. 3, 2017 in Dodge City.
Guillermina Lopez Baron was born March
10, 1936 in Sutepec, Mexico. She entered the
religious life on Sept. 14, 1954, made temporary vows on Sept. 14, 1956; and professed
perpetual vows on Sept. 24, 1959. Her religious
name was Hermana Guillermina de la Pureza
de Maria (Sister Guillermina of the Purity of
Mary).
Before coming to the United States, she
was a primary school teacher in different

communities in Mexico and San Salvador in
Central America. She began pastoral work
in the United States in 1986 and served in
communities in Flint, Mich.; Lansing, Mich.;
Wichita, Kans.; and Carpentersville, Ill.
Sister Guillermina came to Dodge City in
2013 as a volunteer at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. She worked mainly with
the children in religious education, helped
keep attendance, assisted children with their
prayers, opened and closed the old Our Lady
of Guadalupe parish hall and assisted the parishioners from Guatemala. She also worked

in the Cathedral parish office.
She is remembered by the Passionist Sisters
as someone who lived a simple, quiet life; having a big heart for those she served.
Father Fred Thelen celebrated the funeral
Mass at Cristo Rey Parish in Lansing, Mich.
Burial was in St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery in
Lansing.
A memorial service will be held at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe March 10,
which would have been Sister Guillermina’s
81st birthday. The rosary will be at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by a memorial Mass.

Sister Loretta Gegen, former vice chancellor, dies

S

ister Loretta Gegen, ASC, 91, died
Feb. 20, 2017. She had lived 72 years
as a professed Adorer of the Blood of
Christ. The Mass of Resurrection was
celebrated by Father Tom Welk, CPPS, at
the Woman of the New Covenant Chapel
at the ASC Wichita Center. Burial was in
the ASC cemetery.
Sister Loretta served in the Diocese of
Dodge City from 1992 to 1998 as Vice
Chancellor for Stragetic Planning and
Leadership Formation. She also served in
the areas of Stewardship and Religious
Education. She was an important agent
in getting the interactive TV systems
started in the diocese.
Sister Loretta was born in Wichita on
Oct. 27, 1925. She entered the Wichita
ASC congregation on Sept. 5, 1943. She
professed her first vows July 1, 1945, and
her permanent vows July 1, 1950.
She graduated from St. John’s Academy in 1943. In 1954, she earned a
bachelor’s degree in elementary education at Mount St. Scholastica College in
Atchison, Kan. She taught upper elemen-

tary grade students in three Kansas
towns from 1945 to 1954. She was one
of the Sisters Adorers who opened St.
Patrick Catholic School in Plains. She
then returned to the academy, renamed
Sacred Heart Academy, to teach English.
Sister Loretta later earned a bachelor’s
degree in English at Wichita State University; a master’s degree in psychology and
counseling and a master’s of education
in secondary education, both at Saint
Louis University; a master’s degree in
religious studies at Gonzaga University;
and a doctorate in administration from
Saint Louis University.
She was an instructor, principal,
college academic dean, supervisor of
diocesan schools, director of education,
director of teacher education, director
of leadership formation and strategic
planning, and a member of the ASC
Wichita provincial administration and
the international ASC leadership administration. She helped plan and organize
the International Center of Spirituality in
Rome, and was part of its teaching team

11th Annual Women’s Spirituality Conference
“Finding God in everything”

Presenter: sister edith Prendergast, rsC
A native of Ireland, Sister Edith, a Religious Sister
of Charity, will remind participants of the presence of
God’s outrageous love for us in times of uncertainty
and disappointment and show the miracle of God’s
presence in our lives and in our world.
March 11, 2017 • 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
St. Thomas More Parish Center • 2900 Kimball Ave., Manhattan, KS 66502
More information including registration can be found at:
info@womensspiritualconference.org
or http://www.womensspiritualconference.org
This ecumenical event is co-sponsored by Seven Dolors and St. Thomas More
Catholic women’s organizations.

for two years.
Cultures and languages fascinated Sister Loretta. She was fluent in Italian and
could read German, French, Spanish and
Portuguese. After spending a year in the
villages along the Amazon River in South
America observing living conditions and
researching the 12-year impact of ASC
missionaries, she wrote “Amazonia,”
which won second place for Best Book of
1963.
She wrote or translated from Italian
12 books related to the ASC congregation. In her desire to promote needed
diocesan programs and to facilitate
parish participation and leadership, she
wrote numerous guides, articles and
handbooks. She gave retreats in seven
dioceses, provided in-service workshops
and seminars to leadership groups in
many more dioceses, was a frequent keynote speaker at teacher and professional
in-services, and served on several college
and hospital boards of trustees. In 1990,
she was named Educator of the Decade
in the Oklahoma City Archdiocese.

T

After retiring to the ASC Wichita
Center in 1998, she was a volunteer
researcher, writer, and resource person.
The world-view of cultures and Church
she cultivated throughout her life continued to blend with her deep sense of
gratitude. She enjoyed having time to oil
paint, make beautiful greeting cards, and
do needlework. She became a resident
of Caritas Center in 2012.

Pr�tecting G�d’s C�i�dren

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all
employees and volunteers who work
with children to participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness session.
Through the Diocesan Awareness Sessions
and other educational efforts of the diocese, all people of the diocese can learn
how to discuss different aspects of abuse
-- including sexual abuse -- with children
and how to teach them to protect themselves.
There are no sessions currently scheduled. For an up-to-date listing, visit www.

dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.

abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have
been a victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of
Dodge City, you are asked to contact Dave
Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620)
225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have
the right to directly contact the Department
for Children and Families/Kansas Protection
Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-9225330.
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The man who took Roosevelt fishing

By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
t was an unpleasant feeling being left in the
dark. Especially while serving in the military.
Especially during wartime.
But, as it would turn out, there was a very good
reason why Quartermaster First Class Peter Gomez was not informed why he and his shipmates
had to postpone their liberty while on active duty
during World War II.
From his home in Dodge City, Gomez, a Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe parishioner who
will turn 96 in May, described what followed during that August in 1943:
“We went to the Great Lakes [Naval station]
and were told we were going to Ontario, Canada.
The captain said to follow the buoys until you
come to the American flag. There were two welldressed men waiting there.
“I asked them what was going on, and they
said, ‘You don’t know? President Roosevelt and
several other dignitaries are coming by train, and
you’re going to take them fishing for three days!’”
In late 1943, the Allies were finally gaining the
upper hand. The president, who Gomez—and
most of America—had no idea was confined to
a wheelchair, was in need of a much-deserved
break. The oceans were too dangerous; they
decided on the Canadian side of Lake Huron,
blessed with abundant fish and good weather.
“I had to fetch two cartons of Chesterfields
before he arrived,” Gomez said with a laugh. “The
president was cheerful, very pleasant. I remember he was a chain smoker. He had a long cigarette holder.”
Gomez doesn’t recall his conversations with the
president—it was 74 years ago, after all—only
that Roosevelt asked him where he was from. He
also remembers visiting with Roosevelt’s secretary, Grace Tully. Among the several dignitaries
were Admiral William D. Leahy, former Secretary
of Commerce Harry Hopkins, and last but far from
least, the president’s Scottish Terrier, Fala.
“We couldn’t talk about the trip afterwards,
and it was never publicized,” Gomez said. “There
were no reporters, no radio transmissions.” In
fact, for several decades, if you were to look into
the service of the Naval vessel Wilmette during
these days in Ontario, Canada, you would have
read that the ship was taking part in “war strategy”.
“I was with the president for three days. It was
really something.”
Gomez is the son of a Mexican immigrant
father and a Native American/Irish mother. In
1911, during the severe persecution of Catholics in Mexico, his father swam the Rio Grande
River seeking refuge and religious freedom in the
United States. During Gomez’s father’s brief life
in Kansas (he died of double pneumonia in 1929
at the age of 38), he would not have the time
required nor the money needed to obtain his citizenship. He was always looking over his shoulder,
afraid to venture far from his home or his job
with the Santa Fe Railroad, where he and a team
of three others worked the handcart, repairing
the tracks between Larned and Jetmore.
“We lived on a creek [in Hanston],” Gomez said.
“We’d go fishing on the weekends. The Hanston
team would play baseball a mile south of town.
We were let in free because Dad shagged the
balls. That was our only entertainment.”
When his father died, leaving five boys and a
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Inset at top is Quartermaster First Class Peter Gomez; Pete Gomez at
home in Dodge City; inset is Gomez’s wife, Marcella, who died nine
years ago; Gomez is pictured bottom row, second from left, in his Civilian Conservation Corps class photo; the USS Wilmette, on which Gomez
served during World War II.

sixth on the way, Gomez’s mother went
to work at a hotel.
“We were young kids and were running
loose in town,” Gomez said. “Eventually
some people complained. They decided
that Mom wasn’t able to take care of us.
“I don’t know who decided it,” he noted with a mark of resentment all these
years later. “In 1930, me and three of my
brothers boarded a train for an orphanage in Atchison, where I would spend the
next four years and three months.”
While at the orphanage, Gomez found
himself taking the blame for what he
described as a “shake-up”, for which the
high school freshman was sent to the
State Industrial School for Boys, a type of
reform school, in Topeka,
Due to his good behavior and academic
skills, he was taken under the wing of a
Colonel Paul A. Cannady, head of the Calvary at Fort Riley, and when his maximum
nine-month stay was completed, Gomez
was sad to leave. The only way to stay on,
the colonel told him, was to commit a felony crime. Gomez decided
instead to go home to his mother
and new step-father, who eagerly
awaited his return.
The day after Christmas in 1935,
he boarded a train for Kinsley
where his mother and step-father
were waiting to drive him home to
Hanston in a rented Model-T Ford.
There he would attend Hanston
High School and join the National
Youth Administration, a creation
of President Roosevelt’s New Deal
program, which paid $6 per month
for work projects while providing job
training.
“I had the highest score for the boys,”
he said of the program. “I got a medal for
it. I was really happy about that.”
The summer of 1936—his second year
of high school—was a bad year for the
harvest; the country was in the midst
of the Great Depression. Gomez took a
job with a local farmer, helping with the
harvest—what there was of it.
“We cut all day and had one bin-full.
I was driving the truck to deliver
the wheat. I was going up a hill, but
something was wrong with the truck. I
backed down, missed a bridge I’d just
come over, and turned the truck over
in a creek, wheat and all. At the end
of the summer when I went to get my
pay, he said I owed him $20!
“When Mom asked how much
money I’d made, she got really mad.
She had a neighbor drive her over to
the place, and when she came back
she had $50!”
After graduating from high school
in 1938, Gomez joined the Civilian
Conservation Corps, another New Deal
creation, which offered a helping hand
to the large number of unemployed
young men. Run by the United States
Army, barracks were set up at Clark County Lake, where Gomez went from working
Continued on Page 10
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Growing out of wisdom
By DAVE MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
atholic Schools Week is one of my
favorite work-weeks of the year. Little
children have a wonderful Christ-like innocence that makes being around them a joy.
There’s no racism; no religious bigotry; no
hard, ingrained opinions to argue.
There is rampant sexism, though! Girls
have “cooties” and boys are sooo stupid.
That’s a given when you’re a child. It’s
sad, really. Something needs to be done
about the rampant sexism among school
children.
Yet, I truly believe that children have
far more wisdom than adults.
What happens to us as we get older?
Why do so many of us willingly allow the
wisdom of childhood to slip away? Why
do our hearts become hardened?
Is it something in the water? Too much
salt in our diets? Hair care products
maybe? (They recently did a study on
mice that proved that certain products
cause excessive gossiping. On the positive side, the mice looked very nice with
their little bouffant hairdos.)
Our fall from innocence reminds me
of the story of Adam and Eve, when they
suddenly realize they’re naked. Their
story is an allegory for the change we all
undertake as we wave goodbye to our
childhood innocence.
The question is, are the blinders coming
off, or going on? Do we slowly close our
eyes to the reality of Christ’s teachings
(which asks us to be innocent like children), or is the hardening of our hearts
a survival method as we encounter the
gritty reality of the world around us?
Or both? I don’t know. Once again, I’ve
managed to think myself into a corner. I
always know when I’m thinking too hard.
Little wisps of smoke come out of my
ears and people complain of “that burnt
pancake smell” coming from my office.
And then my brain shuts down until I flip
the breaker.
I would like to make a suggestion. I
think the world’s adults should allow
themselves to take a few steps forward,
by backing into that time of childlike innocence they left behind.
Here’s what I suggest: First, close your
eyes. Don’t do this if you’re driving. In
fact, you probably should stop reading
this if you’re driving.
Second, open your eyes again so you can
finish reading this. Then imagine yourself
as a child again. I see myself looking down
at my Converse All Star tenny-shoes. Now
I can see myself at Sears trying them on. I
can see those little Sears comic books they
used to always give out with shoes. I would
get home and run as fast as I can up and
down the street, as if I’m suddenly a super
hero by virtue of my new shoes.
Can you see your street? Your home
as a child? Your bedroom? What do you
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Commentary

see when you look out your window? I
lived in the basement. Looking out my
window well, surrounded by vines, all
sorts of exotic weeds and such like, it
would transport me, as if I was looking
into a little rain forest. Perhaps one day
I would travel to such a world, I thought,
after they’ve invented flying cars and
personal rockets to the moon. You know,
somewhere around 1985.
I can see myself eating Saltines and
watching reruns of “Gilligan’s Island,”
“McHale’s Navy,” and “I Dream of Jeannie” after school. And riding bikes. I rode
my bike everywhere, creating shortcuts
where shortcuts were never meant to be. I
remember going to the grocery store with
my dad on Saturday morning after a soccer game, strangers asking, “Didja win?”
Now think about your mindset back
then. Was there ever one single moment when you thought that causing
emotional or physical harm, or allowing
harm to come to someone else, was in
any way the right answer to any question
(except to dealing with cooties)?
As adults, we find ourselves in the bizarre task of having to remind ourselves
what “compassion” really means. We
knew as children. It meant kindness,
helping one another! Being mean, being
unkind, being racist--these were things
we had yet to learn ... from adults.
As adults, we find ourselves asking
what “pro-life” really means. When we
were children, we knew what it meant. It
meant loving all people as we love Jesus,
from that little person growing in Mom’s
tummy, to the day the Lord decides to
take them home.
Today? Does compassion mean that
parents will always have health insurance, so that they can feel ever more
secure and comfortable as they look to
their child’s future? Does “pro-life” mean
working to limit the number of parents
who abort their child because they felt
that they could not afford him or her?
Or doesn’t it?
Does “compassion” mean praying that
families who are unlucky enough to be
born in an oppressive country can one
day find refuge and safety in the United
States? I’m not so sure any more.
Does “pro-life” mean working to limit
the number of couples who abort their
child because they feared for the child’s
future under an oppressive regime? Or is
that not part of our “pro-life” definition?
To me, compassion means the desire
that all people—regardless of race, religious affiliation, or gender feel the same
sense of security that I feel as a white,
Christian male.
To me, pro-life means to celebrate all
life. Not only the unborn. Not only other
Christians. Not only U.S. citizens.
Then again, maybe you have to be a
child to really understand.
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The president who nearly was

By Sr. Joan L. Roccasalvo, C.S.J.
n the1960s, there was one woman whose
contributions to society were so far
reaching that, if the times had been more
propitious to women, she could have been
elected President of the United States. But
it was not to be.
Eunice Kennedy (1921-2009)
Eunice was the fifth child and the third
daughter born to Rose and Joseph P. Kennedy. As the granddaughter of John F.,
“Honey Fitz,” Fitzgerald, the famous mayor
of Boston, she inherited her mother’s natural
political instincts; from her father, the energy, initiative and drive of a human dynamo.
Rosemary was the third child and first
daughter born into the Kennedy family. Unlike the bright brood of eight other brothers
and sisters, she was found to be intellectually
challenged. Eventually, this fact changed
the lives of millions of children and adults
because Eunice was concerned about her
older sister for the rest of her life.
“I had enormous respect for Rosie,” Eunice
said of her sister. “If I had never met Rosemary,
never known anything about handicapped
children, how would I have ever found out?
Nobody accepted them any place.” Through
Rosemary’s limitations, Eunice discovered her
ministry—really her genius—to spend herself
and achieve marvelous things for retarded
children throughout the world.
Educated at the Convent of the Sacred
Heart, Roehampton, London and at the
Manhattanville College of the Sacred Heart,
Eunice graduated from Stanford University in
1943 with a Bachelor’s degree in sociology.
She worked for the Special War Problems
Division of the U.S. State Department and
eventually moved to the U.S. Justice Department as executive secretary for a project
dealing with juvenile delinquency.
In 1951, she served as a social worker at
the Federal Industrial Institution for Women
before moving to Chicago to work with the
House of the Good Shepherd women’s shelter and the Chicago Juvenile Court.
In 1953, she married Sargent Shriver, an attorney who later worked in the Kennedy and
Johnson administrations. He was the driving force behind the creation of the Peace
Corps; the founder of the Job Corps, and
the architect of Johnson’s “war on poverty.”
During his service as the U.S. ambassador to
France from 1968 to 1970, Eunice studied
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intellectual disabilities there.
Among advocates of every kind, Eunice excelled as this country’s advocate for people who
are physically and intellectually disabled.
In 1962, an exhausted and distressed
mother phoned Eunice at her home. No
summer camp would accept her child,
she said. Eunice responded with largesse
by opening her own home as a summer
camp—free of charge—at Timberlawn, the
family estate in Maryland,. She would get in
the pool and teach the youngsters to swim,
loving them as her own children.
Eunice’s advocacy for the disabled was
overshadowed by the political pursuits of her
three brothers, but she far surpassed them
as the natural politician. More than once it
has been said that Eunice would have made
a fine President of the Unites States.
Eunice made it a habit of calling the offices
of her more famous brothers, urging them
to another project for people who are intellectually challenged. Teasingly, they dubbed
her repeated requests “nagging”. Yet, they
dared not ignore them.
President Kennedy set up research centers
on mental retardation. Robert Kennedy
inspected squalid state mental institutions,
and Sen. Edward Kennedy helped write the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
“It was extraordinary of her to conceive
that she too, could play a role comparable to
that of her brothers,” said Edward Shorter,
author of The Kennedy Family and the Story
of Mental Retardation. “Her leadership role
would be in the area of mental retardation
rather than on the big political stage.”
In 1968, Eunice founded the Special Olympics, that today includes more than 2.25
million people in 160 countries. “She had the
genius to see that she, in fact, was capable
of major achievements helping these kids,
and that is what she did. She dedicated her
life to it,” writes Shorter.
At 85, Eunice was not about to retire or
relax. She continued her tireless work on the
issues concerning those with special needs
“because in so many countries, the retarded
are not accepted in the schools, not accepted
in play programs, just not accepted. We have
so much to do.” Eunice Kennedy Shriver and
her husband were devout Roman Catholics
and lifelong Democrats. Both staunchly prolife, Eunice was a member of Feminists for
Life. She died in 2009, her husband, in 2011.
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I’m glad I was invited; Let’s keep on inviting!

O

ne of the tasks that I have to
do as a priest and as assistant
to the vocation director of
our Diocese of Dodge City is to invite
young men and single men and women
to discern the priesthood and consecrated life; to invite them to come to
the vocation activities of our diocese.
I keep on inviting even if there
were times that I received negative
response. I always believe that God
works in many mysterious ways. I am
always reminded of the amazing story
of the call of the first disciples. Jesus
said to them, “Come after me, and I
will make you fishers of men.” (Mk.
1:16-20). They were invited, and they
responded.
I believe most of the seminarians,
priests and religious, have been invited
by someone to consider priesthood
or consecrated life. Perhaps some
were invited to consider priesthood or
consecrated life by their parents and
grandparents. Perhaps others were invited by the bishop, priest, seminarians
and friends. Yes, our simple invitation
could be the beginning of an amazing
grace of priesthood or religious life.
I remember my own experience. I

was a senior in high school when I was
invited by my pastor to discern and
think of studying in the seminary to
become a priest. That simple invitation
had a great impact in my life, although
initially I tried to ignore it. I said to myself, this is not the kind of life I want.
But every time I came to Mass, the
more I appreciated the sacrament, the
priest, the people, the church.
Every time I saw a group of seminarians in my home parish, that invitation
kept ringing in my head. With God’s
grace, when we had a retreat before
our graduation from high school, I was
especially inspired and blessed that I
had the courage to tell my pastor that I
have decided to study in the seminary,
and hopefully, God willing, become a
priest.
The simple invitation of my pastor was truly a wonderful blessing for
me. I know in my heart, God works
through other people – maybe a priest,
a seminarian, a parent, a friend. Truly,
the whole Christian community has the
responsibility to promote priestly and
religious vocations, but most especially
us priests. Let us all keep on inviting.
We really don’t know if our simple invi-

By Father
rene
Labrador
Assistant
Director,
Oﬃce of
Priestly
Vocations

tation to a young man and single
man will turn out to be a great
blessing to them.
For those of you young men
and single men and women who
are invited to discern the priesthood or consecrated life, just
pray and open your mind and
heart. You never know--God may
be speaking to you through the
simple invitation of your parents,
grandparents, your pastor, your
religious education director, your
teacher or your friend. Like the
Prophet Isaiah, may you have the
courage to lovingly and humbly
say: “Here am I Lord, send me.”
(Isaiah 6:8)

Remembering Carrie

C

By Mary sHaron Moore
hances are good you’ve never met
Carrie.
But then again, maybe you have.
Maybe you have seen the profoundly sad
face, the discolored skin, the washed-out
eyes. Maybe you have come close to her
exhaustion.
Maybe you have touched her leathery
hand. I have.
I am walking downtown in the noon
hour on a Sunday. I feel full of the joy of
eucharist. My backpack is full of another
kind of holy bread—fresh baked bannock, neatly sliced into peanutbutter
sandwiches.
In the block ahead, on Twelfth Avenue, in front of White Bird Clinic, I see
a woman sitting on the pavement, her
back resting against a white picket fence.
I approach. She stares straight ahead.
I position myself in front of her, fix my
eyes on her eyes, and pull the earbuds
from my ears.
“How are you doing today?” I ask.
She turns her face away from me and
snorts some dismissive reply.
I look at her with love, my heart aching
at the broken humanity before me.
“How are you doing today?” I ask
again, gently.
She looks at me from the corner of her
eye, understanding, perhaps, that I mean
what I am asking, and that I am not going
away.
“I baked some bread this morning,” I
say, “and I have some whole wheat sandwiches with fresh ground peanutbutter
in my backpack.”
She was so not expecting this conversation.
“Would you like a sandwich?” I ask
hopefully.
Well, OK. Yes.
I reach out my arm toward her with

the promised sandwich. She reaches up
her arm to receive.
And in this instant we notice the beautiful and unexpected.
“Well looky there,” she says. She
points to her left wrist, then to my right
wrist.
Her left wrist, with six copper filigree
bracelets, my right wrist, with six silver
filigree bracelets.
“Hey, we’re sisters,” she says.
“My name is Maria,” I say.
“My name is Carrie,” she says.
Sisters, indeed. My heart breaks open
with joy. I think hers does, too.
And now today I read, on the front
page of my newspaper, above the fold,
an article about Carrie’s unexpected
death. On the front porch of White Bird
Clinic. In near-freezing winter temps.
Carrie. Gone.
“She needed shelter … and we failed
her,” the caption reads above a photo
of “Mama Carrie,” beloved within my
town’s homeless community.
“Legalize Survival,” a hand-painted
sign reads above her tent in the Whoville
homeless camp photo.
Someone who knew Carrie and the
complex burden of sorrow that she
bore says to the reporter, “She needed
shelter. She needed basic shelter, and we
failed her.”
We failed her.
Did I fail Carrie? No, this person who
knew Carrie says we failed her.
Not big government. Not labyrinthine
systems. We—we—failed her.
My people failed humanity in one of its
most fragile and exposed forms.
My people failed the test, at least in
this one tragic, scarred, and uniquely
beloved expression of humanity.
Is there something I could have done
to shelter my sister from the storm of

By Mary
sharon Moore

Poor, Like
Jesus

homelessness and raw-edged
vulnerability?
I want to say No. But I know
that the answer, also, in some
way is Yes.
I advocated, but I could have
advocated more. I could have
pressed harder into local circles of
power and influence.
The important thing is this:
There are more Carries in my
town. There may be Carries in
your town, too.
Maybe we can be ready at all
times, or at least at some times,
to share a sandwich, a little time,
a little “real presence.”
And maybe we can press our
compassion, our sense of human decency, and our common
humanity a little farther into the
halls of power, enter the conversation, or begin it if we must.
Press a little harder, knowing
that our as-yet undiscovered kin
have precious little voice beyond
yours, beyond mine.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2017.
All Rights Reserved.
Mary Sharon Moore writes and
speaks nationwide on the nature
of God’s calling in these times.
Visit marysharonmoore.com

1. abstinence: all persons who have already
celebrated their 14th birthday are bound to
abstain from meat on ash Wednesday and all
Fridays of Lent.
2. Fasting: everyone, from the celebration
of their 18th birthday to their 59th birthday,
is bound to fast on ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. voluntary fasting on other weekdays of
Lent, especially on Wednesdays and Fridays,
is highly recommended. Fasting is generally
understood to mean eating one full meal each
day. Two other partial meals, sufficient to
maintain strength, may be taken; but together
they should not equal another full meal. eating
between meals is not permitted, but liquids are
allowed.
other forms of “fasting,” especially regarding
alcoholic drink, needless television, video games,
internet use and social entertainment, is of true
spiritual value and is strongly encouraged. When
health or ability to work would be seriously affected, neither the law of fasting nor the law of
abstinence obliges. if in doubt, one’s parish priest
or confessor may be consulted.
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This foreign mission
“Pope Francis is clearly
trying to send a message,
that don’t let any sin
keep you away, no matBrantley
terMark
what
you’ve done…
even if your sins bleed
scarlet don’t be afraid,
just come.”

Appeal

I

t is strange to think of southwest Kansas as a foreign
mission, but that is exactly what it has been for many
priests.
The missionary priests currently in the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City come from several corners of the
globe, leaving family and friends to provide an invaluable service to the people of southwest Kansas.
And it is the service of these missionary priests that
the Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting Our Church appeal
helps to support.
Since 1850, southwest Kansas has been included in
five ecclesiastical jurisdictions: the Apostolic Vicariate of
Indian Territory East of the Rocky Mountains; the Vicariate Apostolic of Kansas; the Diocese of Leavenworth; the
Diocese of Wichita; and the Diocese of Dodge City.
The bishops who administered these jurisdictions
shared one primary responsibility: find priests to serve
the people.
Father Felix Swembergh, the first resident pastor in
Wichita, was a native of France. He would ultimately
be the founder of many western missions along the
railroad to the Colorado line.
Bishops recruited priests to serve specific ethnic
groups. Bishop Louis Mary Fink of Leavenworth assigned Benedictine Father Ferdinand Wolf to serve
this vast territory from Windthorst. He spoke German
and at the time these Germans, albeit from Cincinnati,
were the largest group of immigrants to the area.
Bavarian Capuchins from Pittsburgh, Penn. came
west to serve the Volga-Germans at Herzog (Victoria).
The Capuchins were later recruited to serve immigrants
in a five-county mission district from Marienthal. Czech
communities in Olmitz and Timken received priests
who spoke Bohemian.
The United States was also the beneficiary of priests
and religious who were exiled during political conflicts and horrible wars. As a result, southern Kansas
became home to priests from Mexico in 1913, and
priests from Yugoslavia after World War II.
In the late 1940s and early 1950s, Bishop Mark K.
Carroll of Wichita recruited men to serve in southern
Kansas directly from the seminaries in Ireland. When
the Diocese of Dodge City was established in 1951,
Bishop Carroll divided the newly-ordained recruits with
Bishop John B. Franz for a period of five years.
Dodge City bishops have looked to countries that are
strong in religious vocations for priests to staff traditional
English-speaking parishes and parishes with growing
Spanish-speaking and Vietnamese populations.
The international priests serving in the diocese today
are not from France, Germany, or Yugoslavia, but are
natives of Burma, Mexico, Ghana, Nigeria, the Philippines and India.

among the foreign missionary priests serving in the diocese are (clockwise from upper left): Father Peter Fernandez,
Philippines; Father rene Labrador, Philippies; Father George Fajardo, Philippines; Father John Forkuoh,
Ghana; Father Felix Bernard, Philippines; Father anselm eke, nigeria; Father aneesh Parappanattu, india;
Father eric awuah Gyamfi, Ghana; Father Firmin Kyaw, Burma; Father Prakash Kola, india; and
Father Matthew Kumi, Ghana.

Born in ireland, Father Phillip Colleton, sJ, set up
15 stations, two of which were in what would later
become the dodge City diocese. He established a
station at Fort Larned for railroad men and Catholic
soldiers, celebrating Mass in a garrison, and another
station in dodge City for railroad workers where he
celebrated Mass in a section house.

Appeal Prayer

Compassionate God, you are the light of the world.
you give us your son to illuminate our path,
and the Holy spirit to shine through us.
Loving God, fill us with the desire to be
with you in all things, invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the needs of the least among us,
Form our faith and strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our savior. Amen.

Bishop John B. Brungardt greets a vietnamese couple, one of several countries represented in the diocese. The primary goal of the missionary priest is to serve an area in
need, regardless of the ethnic origins of its Catholic population.
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‘The strong right arm of the Catholic Church’

Wright Knights celebrate a century of service
By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ne hundred years ago
Feb. 19, when Wyatt
Earp still walked the
plains and the “Great War” had a
year of battles left to wage, more
than 70 men gathered for what
would be the first meeting of the
Dodge City Knights of Columbus
Council 1862, which included
Knights from Wright.
Among them was a man named
Louis Lix, who couldn’t have
imagined back then that a century later, his grandson would be
sharing the history of the council
at a gathering in Wright.
Formed in 1917, one of the
new council’s first tasks was
to help provide support to the
families of young men who had
gone off to war, Lix told those
gathered at a special dinner reception in the St. Andrew Parish
social hall. Eleven years later,
the charter was transferred to
Wright.
“The last meeting in Dodge
City was in 1928,” Greg Lix explained. There were no hints that
there were any problems that
would lead to the creation of a
new Wright council.
“In the minutes of the last
meeting, one of the members
said he donated a calf to raffle
off, and the proceeds would go
to the Knights.
“The next meeting was held
in Wright with new officers ….
In April of that year, the changes
were approved to create the
Wright council.”
A separate Knights council-#2955--was chartered in 1946 in
Dodge City.
Throughout the years, the
Knights have been strong advocates of youth activities, doing
everything from building and
maintaining a baseball diamond
to sponsoring elementary school
sports, to awarding a plaque
each year to the St. Mary of the
Plains “Outstanding Player.”
It would be impossible to list
all the organizations and events
they’ve supported over the
years; there have been blood
drives, CPR training, fundraisers for Birthright, father-son
breakfasts. There’s the annual
Tootsie Roll Drive, which helps
people who are disabled by supporting the Special Olympics. The
Council supports parish religion
programs, Catholic schools, and
ministries of Catholic Charities.
Just to name a few.
In attendance at the 100th anniversary gathering were Grand
Knight William Helfrich (who
served as master of ceremonies),
State Advocate Jamey Roth, Dis-

trict Deputy #50 Jay Theis, historian Greg Lix, Financial Secretary
Galen Kohn, chaplain Father Robert Schremmer, and many other
Knights and their spouses.
By the end of this fiscal year,
Roth explained, Knights across
Kansas will have raised nearly
$200,000 for pro-life causes,
and more than $75,000 to help
victims of natural disasters. In
addition, more than $150,000
will have been pledged to seminarians adopted by Kansas
Knights of Columbus councils
throughout the state.
More than $95,000 was recently presented to parishes
needing help with religious education programs, and to Catholic
schools throughout the state.
“St. Mother Teresa lived a life
with the unconditional yes! to Jesus Christ and has encouraged us
to do the same -- answering with
an unconditional yes when the
Lord calls upon us. We must all
work together for the glory and
honor of God and His Church.
“We must follow Mother Teresa’s example and stand up and
take a leadership role in today’s
society. St. John Paul II called for
a strong Catholic laity, and called
on the Knights of Columbus on
several occasions to stand up
and be leaders for other’s across

O

the great land to see and follow
our examples.
“In fact,” Roth said, “St. John
Paul II went so far as to call the
Knights of Columbus the ‘strong
right arm of the Catholic Church.’
“My brother Knights, ladies
and guests, be proud that you
are a Catholic. Be proud that you
are Americans. And be proud
that you are a part of the Knights
of Columbus family.”
Roth presented to Helfrich a
certificate for the Wright council
1862, recognizing 100 years of
devotion to the “orders principals
of charity, unity, paternity and
patriotism on behalf of our Holy
Mother Church, our country and
our fellow man, signed by Carl
Anderson, Supreme Knight.”
Concluding the evening, which
included a steak dinner served by
area youth, Father Schremmer
offered the closing prayer.
Father Schremmer thanked
the Knights for “one hundred
years of men devoted to unity
and charity and fraternity, and
yes, patriotism. Thank you for all
the blessings that have flowed
through the lives, efforts, devotion of so many men here in our
parish, our council.”
The evening concluded with
the singing of “God Bless America.”
State Advocate Jamey
Roth presents Grand
Knight William
Helfrich with
a certificate
recognizing
100 years of
service to the
state and local
community.

Fourth Degree Assembly (L to R) Dennis Temaat (also pictured at top),
Dave Littler, Greg Lix, Jay Theis, and Gary Stein.

Photos by David Myers
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Running on joy

adrid, Spain (CNA) - Most fathers
like to share their hobbies with
their sons. But for José Manuel this
proved a challenge – given that his
fourth child Pablo suffers from a severe
form of cerebral palsy.
Despite this, however, José Manuel
had an idea.
“I don’t remember when we began
to run together,” José Manuel Roas
Treviño told CNA. “I know that the first
time was in the summer. I was getting
ready to go out for a run, but neither
my wife nor children could stay to take
care of Pablo. So I decided I could take
him with me.”
Even though José Manuel said he did
not know if Pablo would like the experience or not, he quickly demonstrated
that he did: “He sat up straight in the Jose Manuel Roas Trivino and Pablo Roas.
chair and when he does that it means
burden, is a gift.
‘okay,’ because it takes a huge amount
“I thank God every day for Pablo and for
of effort to keep sitting up straight.”
“We were running down a nearby bicycle this life story that God is having us experilane and he was totally into it, he was ence. Because when he was born, a wall
laughing, shrieking, lifting up his arms. I was certainly was raised up with all the limitasinging to him and he was laughing more tions that appeared, because you were
and more. And I realized that what we were presented with a terrible life.
“But for me, I live it every day in the first
experiencing was very special.”
person,
this still is surprising. God has given
Pablo is 18 years-old and is affected by
acute cerebral palsy, which makes him us a complex life story to live but he also
completely dependent on his parents, José helps us to go forward with it and to do it
Manuel and Maite. He cannot speak or with hope, with a sense of humor.”
“Because I too have looked the other way
walk, nor he will be able to in the future.
from
those who had children in their cars
But for his parents, Pablo far from being a

~
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ever imagined” but he stressed that
“it is suffering that you get much
more out of than what you lose.
God is near the weak, and Pablo is
certainly the weakest there is.
“We find in him things you don’t
find anywhere else such as love and
forgiveness of the purest sort.”
This father also commented that
“there are very hard days, like I never
in my life thought of, but it’s true
that afterwards you discover who
you are and also who God is, which is
that which makes these impossibilities possible.”
That is why he insists that despite
the difficulties his faith in God is
stronger, thanks to Pablo.
“Yes, it’s precisely because of PabPhoto courtesy of Jose Manuel Roas Trivino lo that we believe in God, because
we are living the impossible. We’re
like Pablo and my heart just recoiled.”
a normal family that gets into fights
José Manuel recalled the time he was everyday, and we’ve got our things...but
preparing to become a special ed teacher. where Pablo is concerned, our differences
“One morning in November of 1988 I sat end. This is what unites us the most, and so
down to study and the subject was cerebral for us Pablo is a blessing, he’s what draws
palsy. At that instant I was frightened and us together.”
I remember I literally said, ‘My God, what
In addition, José Manuel emphasized
am I doing? You’re not preparing me to how encouraging it is to see during races
have a child like that, are you?’
and marathons everybody wants to high
“And I was so scared that that same day five him, how the people applaud him durI quit preparing for those exams, and I ing the race course and he lifts up his hands
started another major.”
and laughs”... and he insists “It’s a miracle
José Manuel does not deny that the suf- that we’re living and much more so to be
ferings are “enormous, more than I had able to share it with him.”
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27 foreign nationals arrested in Diocese of Dodge City

Immigration: The challenge of responding to Christ’s call
“Our Church has respondA
ed to Christ’s call for us
small, southwest Kansas community
is coming to the aid of a woman
whose son was arrested in the recent
sweep by U.S. Customs and Immigration
Enforcement (ICE) agents.
The man, whose name is not included,
is in his mid-20s. He was one of 27
foreign nationals arrested within the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City amid ICE
sweeps held across the country in early
February.
The young man had been in the United States since he was three years old
On Feb. 7, “one ICE agent and one
police officer knocked on our door,” the
man’s mother said through a translator.
“We didn’t know what they wanted.
Once inside the house, they identified
themselves and said they had an arrest
warrant for our son.”
According to the mother, her son
was not working; his work permit had
expired. He had applied for and was
awaiting its renewal.
“The lawyer is communicating with
the family; he seems to be very compassionate, telling the mother that he, too,
has children and knows the pain that
they are going through,” the translator
told the Catholic newspaper. “They are
encouraged by their lawyer, who told
them: ‘I have faith; pray for me; I am a
believer in St. Jude. I don’t want your
money. I want to do what is right for
you.
“The mother, in fact, the entire family,
feels very sad and at times discouraged,” the translator said. “However, they rely on their faith in God to
strengthen and help them to accept
God’s will in all of this.”
Other members of the small Kansas
community have been reaching out to
the family and offering their prayers and
asking how they might help the family.
“The community has been very supportive,” the mother said.
• • •
ccording to Sister Angela Erevia,
MCDP, Director of Hispanic Ministry
for the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City,
such arrests are not new.
More than 2 million foreign nationals were deported during the Obama
administration.
“Arrests are made fairly regularly,”
she said, “only you don’t hear about
them. It’s more well-known this time
because they are taking place across the
country.”
According to the Dodge City Police
Department, the southwest Kansas arrests were not made in a “door-to-door”
search, nor did officials operate checkpoints to stop would-be undocumented
immigrants. They were the result of
investigations into those individuals who
already had warrants out against them
for previous felonies or deportation
orders.
Regardless, news of the arrests sent
fear rippling throughout many communities in southwest Kansas that rely
heavily on Hispanic workers to staff beef
packing plants.

A

to ‘welcome the stranger
among us,’ for in this
encounter with the immigrant, the migrant, and
the refugee in our midst,
we encounter Christ.”
-- United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops

Arrests that took place in February in
other parts of the country reportedly
included approximately 150 arrests of
those without prior violations, but who
have failed to obtain proper documentation.
In 1998 when Sister Angela was
working in Nebraska, the INS (Immigration and Naturalization Service)
launched “Operation Vanguard” with
its mission to rid the plants of all the
undocumented workers in the 103 meat
packing companies in Nebraska. Due to
the lobby for the beef industry by the
American Meat Institute, the operation
was cancelled.
The INS had subpoenaed I-9 forms-which requires documentation to verify
one’s identity and eligibility to work in
the United States--of employed workers
from all 103 meat packing plants.
Regardless of the disagreements on
the direction that immigration reform
should take, most will agree that the
current system is broken. It is a system
that expects exorbitant financial payment from those who are often impoverished, as well as requiring a mountain
of red tape that can take several years
to process. The result is a vast number
of undocumented immigrants.
The fear for the immigrant is not only
that of being deported, many have faced
the reality of having their family separated. Sister Angela said that this is still a
valid concern. She suggested that parents
have a plan for the children in the event
of an arrest or deportation, including
having a family or friend who will care for
the child or children in the interim.
Such indiscriminate arrests and deportation of those who have not obtained
proper documentation weigh heavily
on the minds of the Catholic Church, as
well.
According to the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, “The
Catholic Church in the United States is
an immigrant Church with a long history of embracing diverse newcomers
and providing assistance and pastoral
care to immigrants, migrants, refugees,
and people on the move. Our Church
has responded to Christ’s call for us to
‘welcome the stranger among us,’ for in
this encounter with the immigrant, the
migrant, and the refugee in our midst,
we encounter Christ.”
• • •
n article in the Washington Post reported that, according to immigra-

A

tion lawyers and advocates, the recent
raids targeted dozens of undocumented
immigrants, including many without
criminal records.
This action marks the first large scale
episode of immigration enforcement
inside the United States since President
Trump’s Jan. 26 order to crack down on
the estimated 11 million immigrants living in the United States illegally.
It also appeared to signal a departure from the Obama administration’s
prioritized immigration enforcement
only against those with criminal records.
President Obama directed U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to
focus on criminals, not families, during
his November 2014 executive action on
immigration.
Approximately 91 percent of the
more than two million people deported
during the Obama administration were
previously convicted of a crime.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents began massive
deportation sweeps Thursday, Feb. 9 in
Los Angeles and other cities around the
country.
Guadalupe Garcia de Rayos was arrested Feb. 8 in Arizona. Guadalupe is a
mom with American children who was
arrested in a workplace raid about a
decade ago. She was deported for immigration violations.
A woman from Honduras, Reyna Alvarado, was dealing with the arrest and
deportation of her husband.
“What do I do now?” Alvarado asked
in Spanish. “I had to go to school and
tell my daughter that they’ve taken her
father away.” Her frightened 12-yearold, the youngest of the couple’s three
children, clung to her mother as she
spoke.
Routine immigration operations typically detain three to five people -- but a
sweep across seven counties to round
up people appears to be a direct consequence of President Trump’s executive
order that gives broad power for agents
to detain immigrants, advocates said.
Jorge-Mario Cabrera, Director of Communications at the immigrant advocacy
group Coalition for Humane Immigrant
Rights (CHIRLA), said that the immigrants arrested this week were “lowpriority.”
Cabrera reported that lawyers were
able to consult 16 detainees who do
not have criminal records. One of those
detainees has two U.S.-born children,
no criminal background, and has spent
years living in the United States. Another one was labeled a “gang member”
because of old speeding tickets and
tattoos.
One Los Angeles attorney went to
the ICE offices to represent immigrants
who had been detained, and said some
detainees may have been immediately
deported. An ICE officer told her that
one of the people she represents — a
father to three children who are U.S.
citizens who was likely eligible for a
green card — had been deported.

The following comes from the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
he Catholic Catechism instructs the
faithful that good government has two
duties, both of which must be carried
out and neither of which can be ignored.
The first duty is to welcome the foreigner,
out of charity and respect for the human
person. According to the Catholic Catechism, persons have the right to immigrate
and thus government must accommodate
this right to the greatest extent possible,
especially financially blessed nations.
“The more prosperous nations are
obliged, to the extent they are able, to
welcome the foreigner in search of the security and the means of livelihood which he
cannot find in his country of origin. Public
authorities should see to it that the natural
right is respected that places a guest under
the protection of those who receive him.”
(Catholic Catechism, 2241)
The second duty is to secure one’s border and enforce the law for the sake of the
common good. Sovereign nations have the
right to enforce their laws and all persons
must respect the legitimate exercise of this
right.
“Political authorities, for the sake of the
common good for which they are responsible may make the exercise of the right
to immigrate subject to various juridical
conditions, especially with regard to the
immigrants’ duties toward their country of
adoption. Immigrants are obliged to respect
with gratitude the material and spiritual
heritage of the country that receives them,
to obey its laws and to assist in carrying civic
burdens.” (Catholic Catechism, 2241)
In January 2003, U.S. Catholic bishops
released a pastoral letter on migration
entitled, “Strangers No Longer: Together
on the Journey of Hope.” In their letter,
the bishops stressed that, “when persons
cannot find employment in their country
of origin to support themselves and their
families, they have a right to find work elsewhere in order to survive. Sovereign nations
should provide ways to accommodate this
right.” (No. 35) Bishops made clear that the
“more powerful economic nations…have a
stronger obligation to accommodate migration flows.” (No. 36)
In the 2003 pastoral letter, the bishops of
Mexico and the United States called for a
“globalization of solidarity” and an overhaul
of the U.S. immigration system. In the pastoral letter, the U.S. and Mexican bishops
outlined several criteria for the reform of
the U.S. immigration system, including the
following:
• A broad based legalization (permanent
residency) of the undocumented of all
nationalities.
• Reform of our family-based immigration
system to allow family members to reunite
with loved ones in the United States.
• Reform of the employment-based immigration system to provide legal pathways
for migrants to come and work in a safe,
humane, and orderly manner.
• Abandonment of the border “blockade”
enforcement strategy.
• Restoration of due process protections
for immigrants.

T
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The man who took Roosevelt fishing
on a rock quarry, to peeling potatoes, to
being trained as a cook, to being made
supply sergeant.
He enrolled in the Maritime Service where he eventually earned his
Seaman’s License to work on merchant
ships.
In December, 1941 he was serving in
the Naval Reserve on the Great Lakes,
transporting iron ore from the Mesabi
Range to steel mills in Chicago and
Cleveland, when he learned of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
“In February 1942, I reported to the
U.S.S. Wilmette in Chicago. When I was
home on leave, I ran into a girl I knew. I
had met her and her sister at a dance at
the Moose Club in Dodge City.”
That December, Gomez and Marcella
were married at Sacred Heart Cathedral
in Dodge City.
Eventually, Gomez found himself on a
troop transport heading for the volatile
South Pacific.
“We picked up a bunch of Marines
and made for the invasion of Guam,” he
said. “We watched five or six loads of
Marines get off. There was no opposition until they got to the rice paddies. A
lot of them died right off.
“We watched them getting killed,” he
said, sadly.
It would be more than a year before
the joyous news would finally be announced that Japan had surrendered.
Gomez’s ship was anchored at Buckner
Bay in Okinawa when word arrived.
Sadly, the event was marred by yet

Continued from Page 3

Following his service, Gomez received this map of the bay in which he took President
roosevelt fishing. it was signed by President roosevelt and all the dignitaries who
were in attendance.
another tragedy that Gomez said went
unreported—another event to which he
bore witness.
“The people on the beach began
celebrating, firing off flares, shooting
guns,” he said. And then, after a pause,
“One hundred and thirteen people were
killed” —not by enemy fire, but by their
own ammunition.
“Those bullets had to come down
somewhere,” he said.

Gomez has rarely spoken of his time in
the war. Instead, he chooses to recognize the many blessings of his long
life. There was the bank president who
overheard a loan officer refuse to loan
Marcella the $1,200 for their first home.
The bank president heard the exchange,
and arranged through a co-signer to
bend the rules regarding home loans.
There was Msgr. Joseph Grellner, who
helped the young couple to purchase

“We picked up a
bunch of Marines and
made for the invasion
of Guam,” he said.
“We watched ﬁve or
six loads of Marines
get oﬀ. There was no
opposition until they
got to the rice paddies. A lot of them
died right oﬀ.”
furniture.
“He said, ‘You will return the favor
someday,’” and when Gomez became
financially stable later in life, he began
giving generously each month to the
church.
And there are so many others, including Father Ted Skalsky, whom Gomez
counts as one of his dear friends.
He misses his daughter, who died of
cancer at 48, and a son, who died in a
car accident at age 23. And he’s been
nine years without his precious Marcella, whom he affectionately calls “Sally”.
Still, you can’t sit with Gomez without seeing Christ’s literal healing touch.
Housed in his lung is a cancerous mass.
Doctors told him he had maybe a week,
a month, a year at most. That was five
years ago.
“I still have the mass in my lung,” he
said with a smile. “It’s not moving or
growing. I thank the good Lord every
time I wake up in the morning.”
At 95, Gomez proves that one can still
learn new things about themselves. A
month ago, he received the results of
a DNA test. He knew that his mother,
although she was of Irish heritage, had
some Native American ancestry.
“Turns out, I am 26 percent Native
American. Cherokee,” he said with a
wide grin. “I’m 18 percent Spanish.”
The day before the interview with the
Catholic—on Superbowl Sunday—Gomez had enjoyed a steak dinner with his
daughter, Carol, and her husband, Dennis. In front of his daughter’s house was
a “strange pickup—belonging to Bishop
John. I didn’t know that he’d been
invited for steak! He stayed for about
three hours. It was really nice.”
Like the president he once took fishing, Gomez too is blessed with a pleasant outlook—a cheerful attitude and
deep faith that has undoubtedly contributed to his longevity.
“All in all I’ve had a good life,” he said,
smiling.
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‘Vida desde dentro’

C

uando estaba en Segundo de primaria,
nos pasamos el invierno preparándonos
para recibir nuestra Primera Comunión
en la primavera.
Un día pusimos nuestra clase, los libros y el
discurso a un lado, y fuimos a la Iglesia. Desde
la sacristía, la Hermana trajo un recipiente
lleno de hostias. Nos iba a mostrar el pan que
se usaba en la Misa, el pan para la Eucaristía.
Quería que viéramos las hostias, que las
tocáramos, y sobre todo que las probáramos.
Se sentían suaves al tacto, increíblemente ligeras, y tenían las marcas de las maquinas que
ayudaron a hacerlas. Se sentían secas en la
boca, quebradizas ante los dientes, sin sabor, y

difícil de tragar, según me acuerdo.
Sin embargo, sabíamos (ella no dejo que
este punto se nos pasara) que en la Misa iban
a ser transformadas, por medio del poder de la
palabra de un sacerdote, transformadas al cuerpo y la sangre de Cristo. Algo fuera de ellas
entraría y las transformaría por dentro.
A lo mejor por diseño, por suerte, o por las
dos cosas, las luces en mi capilla privada hoy
hacen cosas que no son terrenales, y me llevan
hacia atrás casi setenta años.
Cuando celebro Misa ahí temprano en la
mañana, el ofertorio pone un alto a mi atención distraída. La patena levantada en oración
deslumbra luz, usualmente tengo que cerrar

mis ojos. El cáliz levantado en oración está
vivo con luz, todo alrededor de su borde de
oro, y en el rojo obscuro del vino.
Cuando levanto la hostia para la consagración, la luz resplandece a través de la
hostia, llenándola con sí misma, haciendo que
tenga vida desde dentro. Cuando levanto
el cáliz para la consagración, la luz alumbra
alrededor de la copa, jugando, bailando, en la
superficie del vino, como si también estuviera
vivo desde dentro.
Cosas que no son terrenales, digo yo. Y soy
un niño otra vez, en una iglesia con un recipiente, con una hostia, y un Misterio que nunca
se va.

+ ronaLd M. GiLMore
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

Obispos de frontera México-Estados Unidos piden
‘

respetar derechos basicos de migrantes
IUDAD DE MÉXICO, 15 Feb. 17 / 02:33
pm (ACI).- Los obispos de la frontera
entre México y Estados Unidos, reunidos
estos días en Brownsville, Texas, recordaron que las políticas gubernamentales
deben respetar “los derechos básicos
de los migrantes indocumentados”, y
aseguraron que como Iglesia seguirán
atendiendo y cuidando “a los peregrinos,
forasteros, exiliados y migrantes de todo
tipo”.
Diez obispos de Estados Unidos, nueve
de México y el Nuncio Apostólico en
Estados Unidos, Mons. Christophe Pierre,
se encuentran reunidos con Texas con
ocasión del encuentro Tex-Mex; iniciativa
pastoral que nació en 1986 para tratar
temas de la frontera binacional, como la
situación de los migrantes indocumentados, las drogas y las bandas delincuenciales.
Posteriormente, después de la
Asamblea General de obispos de toda
América de 1997 se creó la Conferencia
Eclesial de la Frontera para incrementar la coordinación ya existente entre
las Iglesias a ambos lados de la frontera, como por ejemplo en la atención
a los migrantes.
En ese sentido, la declaración publicada el 14 de febrero se da en el contexto
de las recientes políticas migratorias
del Presidente estadounidense Donald
Trump, entre las cuales está la construcción de un muro a lo largo de la frontera
con México.
“Independiente de su condición migratoria, los migrantes, como toda persona,
poseen una dignidad humana intrínseca
que debe ser respetada (…). Es necesaria
la adopción de políticas gubernamentales
que respeten los derechos humanos bási-

cos de los migrantes indocumentados”,
expresaron los obispos en su comunicado
“El clamor de Cristo en el migrante nos
urge”.
En el texto, los prelados recordaron
que la Sagrada Familia también fue
inmigrante y refugiada en busca de “un
lugar para vivir y trabajar, esperando
una respuesta de compasión humana”.
“Hoy, esta historia se repite”, advirtieron.
“Esta mañana (ayer) visitamos centros
de detención, y lugares de atención,
particularmente a madres, adolescentes
y niños migrantes. Este tipo de centros,
son descritos como lugares que reflejan
condiciones intolerables e inhumanas”,
denunciaron.
Los obispos señalaron que a lo largo
de los años han visto “el sufrimiento
causado por un sistema de inmigración
roto, causado por las condiciones
estructurales políticas y económicas,
que generan amenazas, deportaciones,
impunidad y violencia extrema. Esta situ-

ación acontece tanto en relación entre
Centroamérica y México, como entre EU
y México”.
“Muchos han sufrido explotación en
el lugar de trabajo, han vivido bajo la
amenaza constante de deportación y
han soportado el peso del temor de una
posible separación de sus familiares y
amigos”, añadieron.
En ese sentido, denunciaron que esta
realidad “está siendo hoy muy marcada,
ante las medidas que las autoridades
civiles están tomando, pues palpamos
el dolor de la separación de las familias,
pérdida de trabajo, persecuciones, discriminación, expresiones de racismo, deportaciones innecesarias, que paralizan
el desarrollo de las personas en nuestras
sociedades y el desarrollo de nuestras
naciones, dejándolas en el vacío y sin
esperanza”.
“El migrante –advirtieron– tiene derecho a ser respetado por el derecho internacional y por cada país. Porque muchas
veces, se encuentra entre la espada y la

pared, ante la violencia, la criminalidad,
las políticas inhumanas de gobiernos, y la
indiferencia del mundo”.
En ese sentido, afirmaron que “como
obispos continuaremos siguiendo el
ejemplo del Papa Francisco, buscaremos
construir puentes entre los pueblos” que
permitan “derribar los muros de la exclusión y la explotación”.
Además reiteraron el compromiso de
la Iglesia de “atender y cuidar a los peregrinos, forasteros, exiliados y migrantes
de todo tipo”, pues “todo pueblo tiene
el derecho a condiciones dignas para la
vida humana, y si éstas no se dan, tiene
derecho a emigrar”.
“Asimismo mantendremos nuestra
presencia constante en campos de
detenciones, casas y centros de asistencia a migrantes desde la frontera sur de
México hasta todo EU”, añadieron los
obispos, que destacaron el compromiso
de organizaciones laicales y familias en
ambos lados de la frontera “que asisten,
atienden y apoyan a migrantes en el
camino, abriendo su corazón y sus hogares”.
Finalmente, los obispos recordaron
que es la oración y la presencia de la
Virgen de Guadalupe lo que “nos sostiene”. Ella “ha acompañado al migrante
y a nuestros Pueblos desde 1531 hasta
nuestros días”, señalaron.
“Por ello pedimos, a todas las personas de buena voluntad, unirnos en estos esfuerzos, y en la oración sencilla,
‘Bajo tu amparo nos acogemos, Santa
Madre de Dios, no desprecies nuestras
súplicas en las necesidades, antes bien
líbranos de todo peligro, oh Virgen
gloriosa y bendita. Amén’”, concluye el
comunicado.

Sesiones de conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido
víctima de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier
empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al
correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva
siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a
Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y volun-

tarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones
de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register
y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.

No permita que el juego te
destruya.
Línea de Ayuda para el Juego
Problemático 800.522.4700
ksgamblinghelp.com
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Meet the Creole nun who risked her life to teach slaves

N

ew Orleans (CNA) - Venerable
Henriette DeLille, born a “free
woman of color” before the Civil
War, had all the makings of a life of relative ease before her.
Born in 1812 to a wealthy French father and a free Creole woman of Spanish,
French and African descent, Henriette
was groomed throughout her childhood to become a part of what was then
known as the placage system .
Under the placage system, “free women
of color” (a term used at the time for
people of full or partial African descent,
who were no longer or never were slaves)
entered into common law marriages with
wealthy white plantation owners, who
often kept their legitimate families at the
plantations in the country. It was a rigid
system, but afforded free women of color
comfortable and even luxurious lives.
Trained in French literature, music,
dancing, and nursing, Henriette was
prepared to become the “kept woman”
of a wealthy white man throughout her
childhood.
However, in her early 20s, Henriette
declared that her religious convictions
could not be reconciled with the placage
lifestyle for which she was being prepared. Raised Catholic, which was typical
for free people of color at the time,
she had recently had a deep encounter

venerable Henriette deLille, born a “free woman of color,” founded the “sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed virgin Mary.”
with God, and believed that the placage
system violated Church teaching on the
sanctity of marriage.
Working as a teacher since the age of
14, Henriette’s devotion to caring for and
educating the poor grew. Even though
she was only one-eighth African and
could have passed as a white person, she
always referred to herself as Creole or as
a free person of color, causing conflict in
her family, who had declared themselves
white on the census.
In 1836, wanting to dedicate her life
to God, Henriette used the proceeds of
an inheritance to found a small unrec-

Catholic Retreat & Conference Center
A Retreat in Bethany

Occurring each weekend of Lent 2017!

ognized order of nuns, the Sisters of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Her non-white heritage had barred her
from admission to the Ursuline and Carmelite orders, which only accepted white
women at the time.
This group would eventually become
the Sisters of the Holy Family, officially
founded at St. Augustine’s Church in
1842. Like Henriette, the other two
founding sisters had denounced a life in
the placage system.
The Sisters taught religion and other
subjects to the slaves, even though it was
illegal to do so at the time, punishable by
death or life imprisonment.
They also encouraged free quadroon
women (women of one-fourth African
descent) to marry men of their own class,
and encouraged slave couples to have

their unions blessed by the church.
The Sisters also established a home to
care for elderly women, many of them
likely former slaves. It was the first nursing
home of its kind established by the Church
in the United States and it was there that
the early Sisters cared for the sick and the
dying during the yellow fever epidemics
that struck New Orleans in 1853 and 1897.
Homes for orphans and eventually
schools were also established by the order, which continued to grow and spread
its mission throughout the South.
Henriette Delille died in 1862 at the
relatively young age of 50, probably of
tuberculosis. At the time of her death, the
order had 12 members, but it would eventually peak at 400 members in the 1950s.
The Sisters of the Holy Family are still
an active order in Louisiana today, with
sisters working in nursing homes and as
teachers, administrators and other pastoral positions.
In 1988, the Mother Superior of the
order at the time requested the opening
of Henriette Delille’s cause for canonization. She was declared a Servant of God,
and then was declared Venerable by
Pope Benedict XVI on March 27, 2010.
A miracle through her intercession is
needed for her beatification, the next
step in the process before canonization.
Throughout her life, Henriette was
inspired by this prayer, which she wrote
in one of her religious books when she
first founded her order: “I believe in God,
I hope In God. I love. I want to live and
die for God.”

Post Office issues President
John F. Kennedy forever stamp

These Lenten retreats include meditations on Jesus’ relationship with Lazarus, Martha, and Mary of
Bethany, His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, the
cleansing of the Temple, and an examination of His
final words before His Passion. Participants are
welcome to make the day-long Saturday retreat or
stay overnight through Sunday for extra prayer
time.
Dates: Each Saturday of Lent except Palm Sunday
Rate: $45(Saturday only); $80(Sing); $65(Doub)
Saturday includes lunch and dinner. Overnight includes breakfast.

Find out more about these and all of our programs at www.SLCWichita.org!

Palm Sunday Retreat

Presented by Bishop Carl A. Kemme
Retreatants begin Holy Week and their final
preparations for Easter as guided by the Bishop of
the Wichita Diocese, Bishop Carl A. Kemme. The
retreat includes conferences, group and individual
prayer, solitude, rest, and Mass. On Saturday
evening, retreatants will celebrate Torchlight
Stations of the Cross outdoors.
Dates: Friday evening, April 7 to Sunday, April 9
Rate: $100 (Cmtr); $145 (Sing); $120 (Doub)
Early bird rates end March 27, 2017

“Rest...Renew...Restore...Respond”
7100 E. 45th St. N.  Wichita, Kansas 67226
(316) 744-0167  www.SLCWichita.org

T

his new United States postage stamp
commemorates the 100th anniversary of the birth of John F. Kennedy.
Born May 29, 1917, Kennedy was
the 35th and youngest President of the
United States. During his administration,
cut short by his assassination on November 22, 1963, he presided over such
events as the Cuban Missile Crisis, Bay of
Pigs Invasion, passing of a Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty and the establishment of the
Peace Corps.

His service to his country included
World War II, during which he earned the
Navy and Marine Corps Medal for heroism and the Purple Heart for injuries;
and terms in the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senator from Massachusetts.
More than 50 years after his death he
is still regarded as one of the most popular American Presidents, and is the only
Catholic to have been elected president.
-- From the U.S. Postal Service
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Robin Doll of St. Joseph School, Ellinwood, named

Diocesan Distinguished Teacher of the Year
R
obin Doll, a teacher at St. Joseph School in Ellinwood,
has been named the Diocesan Distinguished Teacher of
the Year.
Each year, the Kansas Association of Independent and
Religious Schools (KAIRS) presents the award to honor a
teacher who exemplifies the positive characteristics of
someone whose job it is to provide academic, emotional,
and in the case of a Catholic school teacher, faith formation, for children.
Nominating her for the honor was Marlene Clayton, Lead
Teacher at St. Joseph School:
“It is my honor to nominate Robin Doll as a Distinguished
Teacher for recognition through the KAIRS organization,”
Clayton wrote in her nomination letter. “Mrs. Doll began
teaching kindergarten/first grade at St. Joseph Catholic
School upon her graduation from Newman University in
1994. Through her 22 years of teaching, she has witnessed
many changes in education, the most significant being the
transition from half-day kindergarten to full-day.
“Mrs. Doll is a true advocate for her students,” Clayton
continued. “As a kindergarten/first grade teacher she is the
first teacher to recognize both strengths and needs of students. When she recognizes a need in students, she quickly

gets the ball rolling so they can receive any special service
they may need, in addition to her one-on-one attention in
the classroom.
“As well as serving as a sort of clearinghouse for our
students, Mrs. Doll is like most teachers: arriving early,
staying late, working weekends, and at home. This dedication to St. Joseph students and school is also evident
in the lessons Mrs. Doll provides for her students. After
teaching for 22 years, one might expect that Mrs. Doll
just recycles old ideas. That is not the case for her. She is
constantly searching ... for new ideas. Students have fun
while learning with Mrs. Doll’s latest find in curriculum
concepts.
“Finally, Robin Doll is a prime example of the sometimes
harmful condition of OCD (obsessive-compulsive disorder)
being put to good use. Robin’s classroom is attractive, wellorganized, student-friendly, and welcoming. Students feel
safe and comfortable in their classroom which increases
their learning, and at the same time keeping Mrs. Doll organized with her teaching tools close at hand.
“I am grateful to Mrs. Doll for her dedication to St. Joseph Catholic School and her students, and blessed to have
her as an accomplished faculty member.”

robin doll, a teacher at st. Joseph school in ellinwood, is the diocesan distinguished Teacher
of the year.

Kyle Cure earns eagle
scout Badge renovating
st. Joseph Church sign

K

yle Cure received his Eagle
Scout Badge on Saturday,
Jan. 28 in a ceremony at St. Joseph Church in Scott City.
The badge was presented by
his father, Keith Cure, who along
with Kyle’s three brothers, are
also Eagle Scouts. His mother,
Renee, is a bookkeeper at St.
Joseph Church.
Father Bernard Felix was
present for the invocation and
closing prayer. A reception with
family, friends and scouts followed the ceremony.
For his Eagle project, Kyle reKyle Cure of scott City earned his eagle scout designed, rebuilt and replaced
Badge saving the sign in front of st. Joseph Church. the sign in front of St. Joseph
Church, which had been damThe sign had significant weather damage.

aged by severe weather. The
project required some masonry work, and a new design
of fiber glass with a honey
combed interior that is designed to withstand strong
winds. Kyle also removed and
replaced one of the trees at
the church.
Kyle is a senior at Scott Community High School and participated in football, basketball
and baseball. He will graduate
in May.
Kyle’s brother, Ryan, 14, is
following the family tradition in
scouting and on the same day
was presented the rank of Star,
on the trail to Eagle.

Sewing a sign of faith
Linda sobba, who has often donated her time and talent as a seamstress to st. Joseph school, ellinwood,
stands beside a banner she made for the school.

PSR students at St. Michael Parish, La Crosse learn the joy of giving
st. Michael’s
Parish third grade
Psr students spent
their class time on
Wednesday, Feb.
8 with the Tri-Parish rosary Makers
learning how to
make rosaries. The
ladies get together
monthly to make
rosaries and donate
them to hospitals, people in the
armed service, and
nursing homes,
both in the United
states and overseas. The students
each went home
with a rosary they
made themselves.

st. Michael’s Parish high school students stand with a variety of items they collected
for the Mary elizabeth Home in Hays. They held a “Baby shower” for three weekends in a row by putting a playpen in the back of st. Michael church. Parishioners
could leave their donated items in the playpen, which will benefit pregnant women
before and after they have their babies. The students will deliver the items to the
Home in Hays at a later date.

knight’s˜lıte
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FRANCIS DROUHARD ELECTED SUPREME WARDEN

Past State Deputy Francis G.
Drouhard (2008-2010) was elected
Supreme Warden by the Knights of
Columbus Board of Directors during
the October, 2016 meeting.
Francis G. Drouhard joined the
Knights of Columbus in 1980. He graduated from Hutchinson Community
Collage with an associate’s degree in
business administration in 1980 and
went on to obtain his bachelor’s degree
in Business Administration and Finance
from Wichita State University, in 1982.
In 1984 Francis met his future wife Lori
and they were united in marriage on
Aug. 8, 1987. After a brief period of
time living in Wichita, Francis and Lori
returned to his boy-hood home of
Danville, Kansas where they became active members of the church and Knights
of Columbus, St. Joan of Arc council
3828. Currently Francis and Lori are
the owners/operators of a farming and
ranching operation in Danville. Francis
is also employed by Cropland Insurance
Agency while Lori is employed by USD
#361 School District. She is now in her
31st year of teaching and bequeathed
the ESOL Coordinator for the entire
USD 361 School District.
In 1991, he was elected Grand
Knight. During his time serving as
Grand Knight, he received a letter from
a young seminarian, Bernard Gorges,
requesting support for a youth summer
religious education program, known today as Totus Tuus. Francis being a
strong believer in religious education
whole heartedly supported the program
however he could. To this day, Father
Bernie reports, Francis and his family
continue to be big supporters of the Totus Tuus program and that without the
support from Francis and the Danville,
St. Joan of Arc council, the program
would not be what it is today. Thanks to
the Totus Tuus program, the number of
young adults discerning the religious
life has increased significantly over the
years.
Francis was appointed District
Deputy, for four years, in 1994. During
this time, his district achieved Star District. In 1998 State Deputy George
Miller appointed Francis and Lori as
Pro-Life Couple. Together, they instituted the Pro-Life Baby Shower which
through their guidance has grown into
a nation-wide program. Thousands of
councils across the nation participate in
this program every year. In 2000, Francis was appointed to one of the highest
appointed positions in the state council
- Program Director. Under Francis’s
guidance, every state program set a new
record. Francis went on to be elected to
the positions of State Advocate, State
Treasurer, as well as State Secretary.
During the annual State Convention in
May, 2008, the delegates elected Fran-

cis to the highest elected position, State
Deputy; with re-election to the position
during the 2009 State Convention.
Francis’s leadership led the state of
Kansas to achieve the coveted Circle of
Honor award, both years. Membership
records achieved during his tenure, still
stand to this day. Francis went on to
serve as President of the Charities Aid
Foundation, and in September, 2016,
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson appointed Francis, District Master of the
4th degree.
Francis and Lori continue to be active in their local parish, St. Joan of
Arc, Danville, serving as greeters, gift
bearers, lectors and singing in the
church choir. Lori is also a dedicated
member with the parish’s Altar Guild.
Francis and Lori have also served on
the Marriage Task Force for the Wichita
Diocese and were given the mission of
restructuring the guidelines for marriage preparation within the Wichita
Diocese.
Francis and Lori have incorporated
the faith into all aspects of their lives.
While busy with their own faith activities and careers they have always kept
their focus on family. Francis and Lori
have been blessed with their two
daughters, Lindsay and Cori. Through
the years they have taught the girls the
value of faith, family, and hard work.
The girls say that they have always
known they could count on their parents’ support, in whatever they did.
This family is a great example of how a
family can grow together in their faith.
Every week, they attended Mass together, the girls attended weekly religion
classes, and participated in youth
events. Whenever the parish needed
help/volunteers, their family was ready
to help. The importance of faith was established to Lindsay and Cori very early
on and has remained a beacon throughout. Francis and Lori have used their
knowledge of the faith to grow and
guide their children through life’s hardships.
“Our parents taught us the meaning
of responsibility and hard work. They
gave us chores, whether it was daily
chores or weekly chores. The farm
taught us that life can be hard sometimes, but with family, faith and hard
work, you can accomplish just about
anything. For example, when dad’s
Knights of Columbus responsibilities
grew, we pulled together and worked
hard. Somehow, dad always managed to
successfully complete the farm work before heading out for a Knights of
Columbus event. Just like the farm, the
Knights of Columbus was a family affair.”
Lindsay recalled the last summer she
was able to help her dad before she
moved to Kansas City to start her

teaching job. “It was the summer of
2015, Dad and I were working a field
and a big storm was going to be moving
in. I was so tired, had a headache and
couldn’t see because of the field was dry
and dusty, but Dad kept coming over
the radio, ‘Linds, I know you don’t feel
good, but I would love it if we could get
this done, tonight. If you need to, drive
your tractor behind mine, and we will
work back and forth so that you can
see.’ Well, we stayed in the field until 2
a.m., and finished that field. A few
weeks later, I got a call from my dad.
He told me that the field we stayed to
finish was one of the best looking
worked fields in the county! I never
knew how staying out working those extra hours could have so much impact on
something. It made me grateful for all
of the hard work my dad had me do.”
She explains how experiences like this
have brought her to have such a close
relationship with her dad.
Cori recalls what it is like to be K of
C child. She says that you can ask any K
of C child and they know what it means
when you come home from school to
see a stack of letters, stamps and envelopes on the dining room table. Together, as a family, you will spend the
evening: fold, insert, label, stamp, seal,
repeat – at least 500 times; to complete
the K of C mailing! One of Cori’s earliest memories of her father in the K of C
was when she was probably 5 or 6 years
old. The family went to Willowdale,
Kansas for a K of C Mass and awards
breakfast. Cori doesn’t recall the content of her dad’s speech, but she does
remember beaming with pride the entire time. When her dad spoke, everyone was listening. His words were motivating people, he was so calm, charismatic, and passionate. Since then her
pride in what he has accomplished in
this phenomenal organization has only
increased.
The girls agree, they have been
blessed by the love and support of their
parents. Lindsay recently married Alex
Neises and they live in Manhattan; Cori
is a junior at Benedictine College in
Atchison. They don’t get to come home
to the farm as much as they would like,
but when they do they are reminded of
their childhood. They remember how
hard their parents worked to continue
to make sure they had a good life, the
importance of their faith and how they
gave them everything and then some.
The girls only hope is that they can live
up to their parents’ legacy of being not
only a great, loving, hard-working couple, but that they can each accomplish
amazing things as their parents have
done together. Lindsay and Cori share
their joy in their dad’s appointment as
the Supreme Warden and are excited to
watch his future accomplishments.

FISHERS OF MEN - WE CHANGE LIVES AND WE SAVE LIVES

One of the questions I get
asked all the time by
prospective members is
“what do the Knights of
Columbus do? Well, here is
the answer to that: We
change lives and we save
lives. It cannot be put any
easier than that.
The pages you are reading
right now are perfect examples of how we change lives.
We do it through a variety of
charitable programs done by
local Councils across the
state of Kansas. We also do it
by supporting our local
parish priest and helping
him grow a greater Catholic
community in our hometown. There are literally hundreds of different examples
that we could show but think

about your own parish. What
do the Knights of Columbus
do there? Back in January,
most Councils did some type
of drive to help young mothers with a Baby Shower campaign. I imagine if you think
back to October, you saw
Knights passing out Tootsie
Rolls to help children with
Intellectual Disabilities. Often times, men of your parish
are helping out doing various
activities around the parish
to help out, not only as an
act of kindness but to help
save the parish some money.
These are but a few things
we do.
The next response I hear
from someone when asked
about becoming a Knight of
Columbus is “I don’t have

time”.
The response to that answer is we don’t need every
waking hour of the day devoted to the Knights of
Columbus. Help out where
you can. If you can give just
one hour in a year by passing
out those Tootsie Rolls or
helping a couple of hours
just one weekend at a parish
cleanup activity or some dinner, then you are contributing to what the Knights of
Columbus do. Do you have
time to lector at church or
serve as a Eucharistic Minister? Are you doing it already? Then you are already
doing what Knights of
Columbus service activities.
The Knights of Columbus ask
for no more than you can do.

Supporting your family’s activities is part of what the
Knights of Columbus promote through our Building
the Domestic Church program. You are already doing
it.
The Knights of Columbus
wants to help you out, not
create more demands in your
life. Consider joining our
brotherhood of over 37,000
Knights in Kansas. Consider
being a part of growing the
local parish and your immediate community. Are you a
Knight of Columbus? If that
answer is no, then you need
to be a Knight of Columbus.
Help us support you, your
family and your community.
— JOHN SCHULZ
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
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Our membership and program campaign theme this
year is “BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH – WHILE
STRENGTHING OUR
PARISH – FISHERS OF
MEN”. We all have a great
deal to be thankful for and we
have all been given a tremendous amount of talents and
treasures by our Lord. Now is
the time to volunteer those
talents in making better the
lives of those in need around
us. Let us challenge ourselves
to find these needs and then
do our best to see these needs
are being met. When we care
for our fellow man we are
truly putting forth that great
spirit of volunteerism.
As we look for ways to
“BUILD UP THE CHURCH”
through our volunteer efforts
we can look to our supreme
council and state sponsored
programs. You might find fulfillment in helping with our
Adopt-A-Seminarian Program or working to provide
assistance to our friends with
intellectual disabilities
through our Commitment to
Humanities and Tootsie Roll
Program. Still others might
find their efforts pointing
them toward culture of life
work through our various
pro-life programs. Still others
might most enjoy working
with the youth through our
many youth activity programs. Most likely when each
of us joined the Knights of
Columbus we were looking
for ways in which to help our
church or communities. The
Knights of Columbus grants
us many opportunities to step
forward and help to create a
better world for those around
us. When we help in each of
these situations we are helping to “BUILD UP THE
CHURCH” through our volunteer efforts.
Our founder, the Venerable Fr. Michael J. McGivney,
envisioned a Catholic fraternal lay organization founded
on the principles of charity,
unity, fraternity and patriotism. These guiding principles are still applicable today
and we are called to live out
those principles every day
through our membership in
the Knights of Columbus. The
cause for his sainthood continues to gather momentum.
Let us continue to pray for
Fr. McGivney’s guidance and
intercession as we face the
challenges that lie ahead.
The Knights of Columbus
in Kansas has a great history
of service to our Church, our
communities and our fellow
man. As we go forth as leaders in our Church and communities let us be sure to ask
every eligible Catholic man
who is dedicated to his faith,
family and community to join
us in our great order. There is
much work to do, won’t you
join us? For more information on our programs and
service to the Church, please
visit our state website at
www.kansas-kofc.org. Vivat
Jesus.
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The Year of ?
Last October while preparing some adults for the upcoming Confirmation ceremony, we were talking about
the Year of Mercy and that it was coming to a close in
November. One of them simply asked, “After the Year of
Mercy, what is the next one?” Well, as I told her, there isn’t a special year coming up for the Pope has not proclaimed one in particular.
Over the years, the Popes have proclaimed a special
year or jubilee year to mark a special occasion. In 1994,
Pope John Paul II looked ahead to the Jubilee Year of
2000 calling for a three-year preparation period to celebrate the 2,000th year since the birth of Jesus. Other
Father Dan L. special years have followed with a special emphasis for
Gardner, State the faithful to reflect upon and to grow closer to Jesus
Chaplain
Christ. The Jubilee Year of St. Paul, marking his 2,000th
year of birth was celebrated June 28, 2008 – June 29,
2009, with an emphasis on his writings and the importance that the
Gospel message is for all people throughout the world. Following that
year was the Year for Priests, June 19, 2009 – June 11, 2010, commemorating the 150th anniversary of the death of St. John Vianney, the Curé
of Ars, patron of priests. At first I was a bit confused when I heard this
year proclaimed because my first reaction was – is this a year to celebrate priests, give them presents, have parties for them, what? Fortunately, it turned out to be a holy, reflective year for priests, calling us to
deepen our relationship with Jesus and to be more holy each day. A Jubilee Year of Faith was proclaimed for Oct. 11, 2012 – Nov. 24, 2013,
commemorating the opening of the Second Ecumenical Vatican Council
in 1962 which brought about an updating of the church, developing ecumenical ministries, maintaining ancient truths, and using modern methods to communicate the teaching of Jesus. We are still learning and implementing the teachings of Vatican II to this day. And, as noted above,
we have concluded the Jubilee Year of Mercy this past Nov. 20, 2016, a
good follow-up to the Year of Faith which recalled the Council which
taught us to be a church using the “medicine of mercy” announced by
Chaplain’s
Corner

Pope John XXIII.
So, I asked myself the question, does it take a Pope to proclaim a universal Jubilee Year for the church? Yes. But what about on the local level,
are we able to focus on a particular article of faith or event? Yes, again.
Looking ahead, it is noted that in 2017 we commemorate the 500th
anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation. It is also the
100th anniversary of the apparitions of Virgin Mary at Fatima, Portugal.
It is to that which I brought to attention to my parishioners. On January
1st, as we celebrated the Solemnity of Mary as the Mother of God, I
spoke a little about the apparitions and announced that we will remember this occasion at our Masses in a simple way. At the end of Mass, I
will pray, “Our Lady of Fatima”, to which the congregation will respond,
“Pray for us”. I’ll speak more about the apparitions closer to their anniversary dates, beginning in May, closing in October.
Our Lady appeared to three children asking them to tell us to pray the
rosary daily for peace, the end of war, and the conversion of Russia. It
seems to me that that message is as urgent today as it was then, except
that I would include the conversion of all sinners today.
Two changes I will make this year. I will add the exhortation requested by Our Lady to be added to the rosary, “O my Jesus, forgive us our
sins, save us from the fire of hell, lead all souls to heaven especially those
in most need of thy mercy.” In my personal recitation of the rosary, I
have not said this, but now add it to the end of each decade. Also, this
Lent, I will pray daily the Rosary of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, of which I have never prayed before on my own.
I invite you all in some special way to celebrate this Year of Fatima, as
I call it, in your personal life, family life, and in the council/assembly
meetings. Fr. Michael McGivney was concerned for the suffering. Our
prayer can do the same, and it will lead us to action, although we may
not know where. In the Knights program “The Family Fully Alive: Building the Domestic Church”, the theme for the month of May is “Hope”.
May is also the 100th anniversary of the first apparition of Mary at Fatima. She calls us to prayer and conversion. With hope, we believe that all
people can be with God in His kingdom. Let us offer hope to others, and
to ourselves, that our prayers “lead all souls to heaven….”

TODAY’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FAMILIES - WHAT WE DO
Knights of Columbus councils across Kansas
have been busy compiling facts and figures for
their charitable work of last year, and will join the
councils in all the other jurisdictions in reporting
these figures to the Supreme Council. These reports convey to the Supreme Council the amounts
of monetary contributions and the stewardship of
volunteer service hours given by councils to various charities and their parishes. The Supreme
Council then compiles all these figures into one
report showing the international figures. For the
2015 calendar year, Knights of Columbus councils
throughout the Order reported charitable and
benevolent contributions of. $175 million and over
73.5 million hours of volunteer service. Last year’s
report from the Supreme Council showed Kansas
contributed $3,268,247.00 to charity.
The Knights of Columbus continue to believe in
supporting religious vocations is one of the most
important things that we as Catholics are called
upon to do. As of January 19 we have adopted
seminarians and religious across the state in the
amount of $215,740.00. In addition to monetary
support, the Knights also pray and correspond by
letters and cards with the seminarians to show our
fraternity and support.
Every council throughout our state also helps
promote vocations through the State Vocation
Poster Contest. This year marks the 45th year for
the contest! This contest is open to all children in
parish, public and homeschooled; grades 1-2, 3-4,
5-6, 7-8 and special education. The theme for this
year’s contest is, “Passing on the Faith.” The overall State winner and each division winner are recognized at the State Convention in Topeka this
May.
Another Youth Activity currently happening is
the State Free Throw Contest. The contest provides an opportunity for youths age 9-14 across
the state to test their free throw shooting skills
against other youths in their same age range. Last
year we had over 4,000 children state-wide participate in this event.
Barney Wolters, Community Activities Director,
informs us that the Special Olympics Basketball
Tournament and Cheerleading Competition will be
held in Hays on March 16, 17 and 18, 2017. There
are still teams awaiting a sponsor. If any councils
or members of your community are interested in
sponsoring a team, contact the Hays Convention
and Visitor Bureau at 785-628-8202. If anyone is
interested in volunteering to assist at the tournament, contact Barney Wolters at 316-323-7084.
Your support is greatly appreciated. This year’s
tournament marks the 36th consecutive year that
the Knights have sponsored the event in Hays.
Another active program that we would like to

mention is the Pennies from Heaven Program. Its
purpose is to raise funds for the Emergency Disaster Aid Program (EDAP), which provides financial
assistance to victims who have suffered a major
loss due to a natural disaster. Thanks to the generosity of councils, assemblies, and individuals
across the state, EDAP provides funds to victims
of the tornados, as well as to families and individuals in our own communities who have suffered
losses.
Our main fundraising efforts for the Pennies
from Heaven Program will take place at the State
Convention in May in Topeka. Councils and individuals across the state are encouraged to bring
arts, crafts and other items to be sold in the Country Store. Some of these articles will be sold at an
auction on Saturday evening. Councils and individuals bringing items for sale in the Country
Store are asked to contact Pennies from Heaven
Chairman Bruce Luehring at 316-788-4663 as
soon as possible so enough room can be made to
properly display the items.
With over 1.9 million members world-wide, the
Knights of Columbus volunteered over 73.5 million hours of service to their council, church, community, culture of life, family and youth activities.
As the world’s largest fraternal organization, it is
easy to see why our programs are so successful.
We have the dedication and commitment of all
our members and their hard work is what makes
our Order so successful.
The workings of our Order continue to be quite
impressive. As we begin our new mission to ‘Build
the Domestic Church and Strengthen our Parish’,
all councils should remember to honor your brother Knights and recognize them as a ‘Knight of the
Month’ or ‘Knight of the Year’. We also strive to
recognize our family’s whose support is essential
to us knights by every council honoring a “Family
of the Month”.
The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization, and the family is the core of the Orders’
beliefs and ideals.
“The family as Domestic Church is central to
both the work of the New Evangelization and to
the future sustainability of our parishes — also the
future sustainability of the Order. The Knights of
Columbus parish-based councils today are not only places that provide invaluable support to parish
life in terms of charitable and social activities,
they also are a primary place to support the evangelization of family life through the mission of the
domestic church. Councils can do this by more fully integrating families into the life of the parish
through the many programs of parish-based councils,” Supreme Knight Anderson said.
One such program is the “Family Fully Alive”.
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There is a free booklet that can be provided by
your local council to distribute to all parish families. Councils interested in ordering booklets can
order from Knights Gear or you can go to
www.Kofc.org/domesticchurch and learn more
about “Family Fully Alive”. This program is designed to meet the continuously changing needs of
your family. In the booklet you will find monthly
themes, meditations, projects and Scripture verses
which may help you place God and the faith at the
center of your lives. By doing so, you can teach
your children the importance of humbly looking to
God for assistance in all things. As the program is
designed to be flexible you can begin it any day of
the year.
To elaborate, let’s look at the booklet for February “Family Fully Alive” goals: Begin with a discussion on how all of us are in the world with a
purpose. The meditation from Pope Benedict asks,
“Whoever is moved by love begins to perceive
what life really is.” Family Project: Ways to celebrate the life – giving spirit of your family. And finally, a Scripture Reading of the Month: Psalm
139, which is “a prayer to the all-knowing and
ever-present God.” A great booklet to bring families of all ages!
Make plans now to join the Knights in celebrations at the 116th Annual State Convention to be
held in Topeka May 4-7. Delegates and guests
should understand the rules and policies that will
apply to make the State Convention an enjoyable
and productive meeting. We would love to see a
good turnout this year. All knights, their spouses
and families are encouraged to attend. There will
be events including: wonderful dinners, amazing
speakers to inform us on current programs and
their progress, social gatherings, beautiful ceremonial Masses and sites to see in Topeka.
Make sure to visit http://kansas-kofc.org for information on many activities of Kansas Knights of
Columbus. It is full of ideas and valuable information to the many ways our Knights are involved
with our council, our districts, our parishes and
our faith.
Lastly we want to reiterate that as knights we
must invite all families to become involved in their
parish and community. We must also encourage
our families to find quality time to talk and be active together. From Pope Francis’ book, ‘The Joy
of Love-on Love in the Family’: “All family life is a
shepherding in mercy. Each of us, by our love and
care, leaves a mark on the life of others; with Paul,
we can say: You are our letter of recommendation,
written on your hearts… not with ink, but with the
Spirit of the living God. (2 Cor 3:2-3).”
— TOM SCHMEIDLER,
STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
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William E. “Bill” Radke, 77, died Jan. 19, 2017. He
was born June 17, 1939 at Downs, the son of Paul
and Clara (Brack) Radke. He was a 1957 graduate
of Hoisington High School. He went on to teach
senior and general sciences on the secondary level
in Wright City and Warrenton, Mo. He married Patricia Debes Sept. 14, 1961 at Hoisington. He later
worked for McDonnell-Douglas Aircraft, St. Louis.
He returned to Barton County in 1974 to work for
Mo-Pacific Railroad, obtaining locomotive engineer
status, retiring in 1997. Survivors include his wife,
Patricia; two sons, Brent and Blaine; one daughter,
Lisa Gottschalk; one brother, Allan Radke; and four
grandchildren. Father Anselm Eke presided.
Victor A. “Vic” Pechanec, 87, of Holy Trinity Parish, Timken, died Feb. 4, 2017. A lifelong resident
of Rush County, he was a farmer/stockman. He
was a member of the Knights of Columbus Council
2100, Olmitz, and Catholic Workman Branch 133.
Through his love of flying, he became a member of
the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), Great
Bend. He was preceded in death by his wife, Agnes
Oborny, on May 5, 1987. Survivors include three
sons, Dennis, Steve, and Toby; three daughters,
Charlene Koochel, Pam Lichter, and Christy Kaus;
19 grandchildren; 27 great-grandchildren; a great
great-grandchild; two brothers, Stephen and Ivan;
and his special friend, Betty Skillett. Father Matthew
Kumi, Father Ultan Murphy and Father Charles
Mazouch presided.
Esperanza Garcia, 81, of Mary Queen of Peace
Parish, Ulysses, died Feb. 3, 2017. She grew up in
Texas working in the fields with her parents who
were migrant workers, moving to different areas as
the crop seasons changed. After moving to Ulysses,
she worked at the American Legion as a cook and at
the Ulysses Laundry. She married Ernesto Garcia in
1950. Survivors include three sons, Wally, Luis, and
Ernie; two daughters, Irene Garcia Nieto and Salome
Perez; companion, Felipe Garcia; 15 grandchildren,
52 great-grandchildren, and 30 great-great-grandchildren. Father Peter Fernandez presided.
Marie Rosella Burke, 91, of St. John the Baptist
Parish, Spearville, died Feb. 4, 2017. She married
Leo V. Burke on Sept. 5, 1945 in Spearville. Marie
took over from her husband as Hodgeman Co.
Commissioner in 1976 and was then re-elected
for a four-year term. She moved from the farm to
Spearville in 1983 and ran Plant Palace for several
years. Survivors include sons Jim, Mike, Steve, and
Pat; daughter Peggy Burdick; sister Louise Shinogle;
16 grandchildren; 29 great-grandchildren; and one
great-great-grandchild.
Josephine G. Perez, 80, of Sacred Heart Parish,
Larned, died Feb. 3, 2017. She was a member of the
Altar Society. Survivors include two brothers, Fheno
and Raymond; three sisters, Petra Perez, Lola Perez
and Ann Perez; and several nieces and nephews.
Father Warren Stecklein and Father Bernard Felix
presided.
Natalie Montes Beckstrom, 80, of St. Dominic
Parish, Garden City, died Feb. 1, 2017. She was
born Dec. 1, 1936 at Jimenez, Chihuahua, Mexico,
the daughter of Agapito Montes and Elojhiuah Arras. She moved to the United States in 1944 and
attended college at St. Mary of the Plains in Dodge
City and the University of Texas, El Paso where she
received her nursing degree. In 1968 she enlisted
in the United States Army as a nurse, serving during
the Vietnam War and was honorably discharged
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in 1978. She competed and represented the Army
in the Miss Armed Forces Pageant in 1970. She
worked for 11 years for Borden Ice Cream and later
as a nurse at the Kansas Soldiers Home, Ft. Dodge,
Garden Valley Retirement Center, Terrace Gardens
and Russell Child Development, all in Garden City
and The Shepherd’s Center, Cimarron. She enjoyed
gardening, animals and family and friends. Survivors
include two sons, Larry and Anthony; a brother,
Matias Montes; three sisters, Francisca Montes,
Martha Montes and Cha Cha Montes; five grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Father Mike
Helms presided.
Esther Maher, 92, of Prince of Peace Parish at St.
Patrick Church, Great Bend, died Jan. 31, 2017. Maher studied art, beginning in 1975 and taking classes
up until she was nearly 90 years old. She enjoyed
many media, including watercolor, ceramics, jewelry, wood carvings and pressed flowers. Maher is
survived by her children, Debra and John Jorgensen,
Pamela and Richard Burgett, Donna Becker and
Robert Maher; nine grandchildren; and 13 greatgrandchildren; her siblings Robert “Bobby” Pfeifer,
Albertine “Tini” Rajewski and Wilma VonLintel;
numerous nieces and nephews; and many friends.
Father Don Bedore presided. The family wishes to
extend thanks to the staff at Almost Home, Inc.,
in Great Bend for the care they provided Esther in
her final days.
John A. Wagner, 97, of Prince of Peace Parish at
St. Patrick Church, Great Bend, died Feb. 12, 2017.
He was a United States Army veteran serving in
the Aleutian Islands during World War II. Survivors
include his wife, Viola M. Wagner; three sons: Matthew T. Wagner, Mark H. Wagner, and Rick A. Branson; three daughters, Patricia Stallbaumer, Mary E.
Krouse, and Vicki A. Ellis; one step-son, Gary Tobias
and his wife Sonnie of Lampasas, Texas; three stepdaughters, Beverly Roberts, Judy Burke, and Debbie
Potter; 25 grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren;
13 step-grandchildren; and 33 step-great-grandchildren. Father Don Bedore presided.
Nicholas Andrew Sandoval, 60, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died
Feb. 7, 2017. He was born and reared in Dodge City.
Sandoval is survived by his wife, Rita S. Sandoval;
son, Apolonio; daughter, Anteria Sandoval; two
step-sons, Hugo Villegas and Patrick Torrez; 12
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and two
brothers, Eutimeo (Danny) Sandoval and Anthony
Sandoval. Father Aneesh Parappanuttu presided.
Richard Eugene Torline, 91, of Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chuch, Windthorst, died Feb. 14, 2017. He
served in the Army during World War II from July
26, 1945 to January 23, 1947. He returned home to
the family farm and began a career in farming. He
was a member of the Knights of Columbus. Torline
is survived by many nieces and nephews. Father
Ted Skalsky presided.
Lucille “Lucy” Newman, 98, of St. John the
Apostle Parish, Stafford, died Feb. 16, 2017. She
was a member of the St. John Altar Society. She
is survived by step-sons Jerry Newman and Gene
Newman; 11 step-grandchildren; and multiple stepgreat-grandchildren.
Alfred M. Reichuber, 96, of Prince of Peace Parish at St. Rose of Lima, Great Bend, died Feb. 17,
2017. His wife, Leona Antonia Stoss, died March
13, 2015. A lifetime area resident, Reichuber was
a carpenter. He was a United States Navy veteran
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of World War II. Survivors include
two sons, Ralph and Melvin; four
grandchildren; and seven greatgrandchildren. Father Don Bedore
presided.
Walter R. Martin Jr., 92, of
Sacred Heart Parish, Larned, died
Feb. 15, 2017. Martin was a farmer/stockman, a member of the
Knights of Columbus, and had
served in the United States Army.
Survivors include his wife, Dolores
M. Wurm; sons Duane, Steven
and Ralph; daughters, Diane Ford,
Karen McAllister, and Jeanne Martin-Herman; 15 grandchildren; and

25 great-grandchildren. Father
Warren Stecklein presided.
Margaret Smith, 99, of Immaculate Conception Parish, Claflin,
died Feb. 18, 2017. She worked at
Komarek Jewelers in Great Bend
as a sales associate. She was a
member of the Altar Society, and
was a former member of Daughters of Isabella. Survivors include
son, Carey Smith; one sister, Mary
Catherine Wall; five grandchildren;
10 great-grandchildren; and three
great-great-grandchildren. Father
Terrance Klein presided.

Bishop John’s Calendar
February 26 - March 12

Feb. 26: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
in Elkhart at 9 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Helen Catholic
Church in Hugoton at 11 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass in Spanish at
St. Helen Catholic Church in Hugoton at 1 p.m.
March 1: Ash Wednesday
March 4: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Dominic Catholic Church
in Garden City at 5:30 p.m.
March 5: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Dominic Catholic Church
in Garden City at 10:30 p.m.; Call to Continuing Conversion-Rite of
Election at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church
in Dodge City at 3 p.m.
March 8: Confirmation at St. Mary Catholic Church in Marienthal
at 7 p.m.
March 11: Confirmation at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church
in Lakin at 1 p.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Bernadette Catholic
Church in Johnson at 6:15 pm; Vibrant Ministries Mass in Spanish at
St. Bernadette Catholic Church in Johnson at 7:30 p.m.
March 12: Vibrant Ministries Mass at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Ulysses at 9 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass in Spanish
at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Ulysses at 11 a.m.

Scripture Readings
	Sunday, Feb. 26
Isaiah 49:14-15/First Corinthians 4:1-5/Matthew 6:24-34
Monday, Feb. 27
Sirach 17:19-27/Mark 10:17-27
Tuesday, Feb. 28
Sirach 35:1-12/Mark 10:28-31
Wednesday, March 1; ASH
WEDNESDAY; Day of Fast and
Abstinence
Joel 2:12-18/Second Corinthians
5:20--6:2/Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday, March 2
Deuteronomy 30:15-20/ Luke
9:22-25
Friday, March 3; Day of Abstinence
Isaiah 58:1-9/Matthew 9:14-15
	Saturday, March 4
Isaiah 58:9-14/Luke 5:27-32
	Sunday, March 5; First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7/Romans
5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Matthew
4:1-11

Monday, March 6
Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18/Matthew 25:31-46
Tuesday, March 7; Saints
Perpetua and Felicity, martyrs
Isaiah 55:10-11/Matthew 6:7-15
Wednesday, March 8
Jonah 3:1-10/Luke 11:29-32
Thursday, March 9
Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Matthew 7:7-12
Friday, March 10; Day of
Abstinence
Ezekiel 18:21-28/Matthew
5:20-26
	Saturday, March 11
Deuteronomy 26:16-19/Matthew 5:43-48
	Sunday, March 12; Second
Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1-4/Second Timothy
1:8-10/Matthew 17:1-9

From Page 1

committed and suffered; he knows how
much we need forgiveness, he knows that
we need to feel loved in order to do good.”
Francis stressed that we are not capable
of doing good on our own, which is why St.
Paul doesn’t tell us to do just anything, “but
to be reconciled by God, (because) he overcomes sin and raises us from our miseries, if

we entrust them to him.”
However, he warned that certain obstacles frequently get in the way, such as the
temptation to lock the doors of our heart,
to give into feelings of shame, and to distance ourselves from the door by wallowing
in our own misery.
“Jesus calls us to live prayer, charity and

penance with coherence and authenticity,
overcoming hypocrisy,” he said, and prayed
that the entire Church would walk together
on the Lenten path, receiving the ashes and
keeping their gazed “fixed on the Crucified.”
“He, loving us, invites us to be reconciled
with God and to return to him, in order to
return to ourselves,” Francis said.

adVantaGe
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

d�� r���, FiCF

aCross
2 The ___ Room,
where the disciples
experienced the Holy
Spirit
5 Make the sign of the
cross
8 Easter is observed
on the Sunday following
the first full ___ of the
vernal equinox
9 A substitute for
Isaac
11 Son of Rebekah and
Isaac
13 Israel ending
14 Last word
15 Housing for the patriarchs
16 ___ of Faith
17 Teaching letter from
the pope
20 Member of a religious order
22 Ten Hail Marys
27 The ___ Heart of
Mary
28 She takes solemn
vows
29 “As I see it, those
who plow mischief and
sow trouble will ___ the
same.” (Job 4:8)
30 “I am the way and
the truth and the ____.”
(Jn 14:6)
32 ___ Rho
33 Judas betrayed Jesus with one
35 “Without further
___…” (2 Macc 6:17)

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

T���� M����, FiCF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and Greensburg councils.

a��� C�����

(785) 728-2147 oﬃce • (785) 871-1991

Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

G����� s�������, FiCF, LUTCF, CLU

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce • (785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley

d���� r���, FiCF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell
Ransom council

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

9

8
13

10

11

12

14

15

16
17

20

18

19

21

22

23

24

25
26

27

28

29
30

33

31

34

32
35

37

36

38
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

36 Catholic family conference
37 Desert food
38 A deacon wears this
over his left shoulder
DOWN
1 “Nunc ___”
3 Sinner who seeks
forgiveness
4 Land of Sts. Brendan
and Brigid
5 Color that represents purity in traditional
religious art

6 Mary is referred to
as the “New ___”
7 Cite Scripture
10 Month of the feast
of St. Patrick
12 Catholic United
States Supreme Court
justice
18 Bureaucracy that
assists the Pope
19 Our Lady of the Assumption is this country’s patron
21 Communion of ___

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS
Teaser THe FirsT: “Re” is
a prefix usually meaning
“again”, such as in “rebuild”
(build again). However,
there are many words starting with “re” which have a
totally different meaning
without the “re”.
Hedre are two definitions,
one for a word starting
with “re”, and one for the
remaining word without the
“re” (either definition could
be given first).
Example: exhausting /
ceasing employment
Answer: tiring / retiring

23 Pertaining to those
who have received Orders
24 Arrival of the Magi
25 Where Jerusalem
was
26 Garden tempter
31 The Diocese of Des
Moines is here
32 ___ of many colors
34 It may be original or
actual

Teaser THe seCond:

1. diﬃcult search /
politely ask
2. trustworthy /
legally responsible
3. hospital room /
prize for achievement
4. back in good health / put
something over
5. rhythmic force in arteries
/ drive back by force
6. smooth by ironing / subdue by force
7. become less severe /
provided in loan
8. process of updating / act
of seeing

s���� L����������

(785) 301-2676 oﬃce • (785) 623-8716 cell

d�� o������
(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

d.J. r����

(913) 687-0164

Spearville, Wright, Dodge City, Ashland, Ness City,
and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

st. sebastian’s soduKo

Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

(Left) To solve a soduko, fill in
the table so that the numbers
from 1 to 9 will be in each
column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct
solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
columna debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
cuadrado 3x3 debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of
sodukooftheday.com.
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priests on the prairie
Father Joseph Scharrer, CPPS
Died March 1, 1994

Father Joseph scharrer, CPPs

“Everyone, everywhere had time to
chat, friendly and
oblivious to doctrinal
differences.”

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Hoefer
Stained Glass

F

ather Joseph Scharrer, CPPS, was born Dec. 10, 1906, in Youngstown,
Ohio. He was ordained to the priesthood May 14, 1933 by the Most
Rev. Joseph Albers, Bishop of Lansing, at St. Charles Seminary, Carthagena, Ohio.
His parish assignments and chaplaincies in convents and hospitals
took him to Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin, Nebraska, Virgina, Indiana,
Michigan, Kansas, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, and Texas.
Father Scharrer served St. Anthony Parish in Liberal as interim pastor
in 1950 between the pastorates of Father Emil Meyer and Father Aloys
Friedrich, both Precious Blood Fathers. He also served St. Timothy Parish in Satanta as a mission.
This assignment followed a probable arson on July 1, 1949, when
St. Anthony Church was destroyed. Father Scharrer celebrated Mass in
the abandoned hospital at the Liberal Air Base that closed after World
War II.
His shared this recollection in 1966: “I cannot forget how delighted I
was by immediate acceptance accorded me by parishioners and townspeople. Everyone, everywhere had time to chat, friendly and oblivious to doctrinal differences. I was startled by coming to an assignment
which lacked a church, but soon I discovered that the abandoned barrack at the defunct air field was the site for services.”
Father Scharrer died March 1, 1994, and is buried in the Community
Cemetery at Carthegena, Ohio.

• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Pope Francis’
Monthly intentions;
February 2017

Comfort for the aﬄicted

That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor,
refugees, and marginalized, may
find welcome and comfort in our
communities.

“Let us ask Our Lady, in a very special way: Mary, mother of Jesus, be
a mother to each of us, that we, like
you, may be pure in heart, that we,
like you, love Jesus; that we, like you,
serve the poorest for we are all poor.
First let us love our neighbors and so
fulfill God’s desire that we become
carriers of his love and compassion.”
-- Mother Teresa

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437
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SKC dates,
deadlines

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Issue date/
deadline

March 12/March 1
March 26/March 15
April 16/April 5
April 30/April 19
May 14/May 3
May 28/May 17
June 11/May 31
July 16/July 5
Aug. 6/July 26
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6

St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
ORDINARY TIME
Q Y A D S
H

J

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

T N

I

A S

I

S

T N E V E

N C V E S Q Q R N E
D X

Z

E

X O K R S V E

J

E R Q U E S
S C V S V

ANSWERS

T

T N A X Y
I

N T A L

V E W C O S K S E D S S

S K R D H A G H

A Z

L A V

I

F A N S O R

T G H S

T U

I

L

T

L Q E

Y C R G R F Q

L

S R N T A O A W

I

H D F

I

A G

I

R G W E

P D Y

L R T

S N

I

D H T

B H

I

E

I

seCond:
1. Tulips
2. Back in five minutes
3. One Life to Live
4. First Thing in the Morning
5. Go Through the Motion
6. The Coast is Clear

N O T Q W J
ALL SAINTS DAY
CHRIST THE KING
EVENTS
GREEN
LIFE

L

Y A Y

M R P A R A B L

C O N R C L A C

I

Largest
Selection of

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

C U E G W S

Y

P

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

X R U L R H G S A H G R A

B E N

Dates are subject to
change.
Do you have a photo or
photos from an event in
your parish that you would
like to submit to the Catholic? To submit an article
or photo, contact Dave
Myers at (620) 227-1519,
or email photos/article to
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

L

G R U T

C W W O E

T

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

A W

T

Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

I

E S
I

L

E W B

LITURGICAL
TEACHINGS
MIRACLES TRANSFIGURATION
PARABLES
TRINITY SUNDAY
PHASES
TWO
SEASON
YEAR

FirsT:
1. quest / request
2. reliable / liable
3. ward / reward
4. recover / cover
5. pulse / repulse
6. press / repress
7. relent / lent
8. revision / vision

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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Scouts honored

at 38th annual Quest Retreat
T

he 38th annual Quest weekend was held on the campus
of Dodge City Community College
Feb. 17-19. The theme was “God
is Our Anchor”. Seven Girl Scouts,
15 Boy Scouts and 10 adult leaders
participated in the activities and
worked toward earning religious
emblems.
The Most Rev. Ronald M. Gilmore, bishop emeritus of Dodge
City, presided at the closing Mass
and awards ceremony in the Little
Theatre on the DCCC campus.
Guest speakers were Sister Angela Erevia, diocesan director of
dyamond salem and Tegan Wenzl, pictured with shalor Laws and ryan Unsworth received the ad Hispanic Ministry, and Val Hernandez II, youth director at St. Dominic,
Bishop emeritus ronald M. Gilmore, received the altare dei religious emblems.
Garden City.
Marian Medal.
Sister Angela’s presentation
was entitled: “Jesus Knocks at the
Door of Your Heart.” Hernandez’s
presentation was entitled: “In the
Storm of Your Life, God is Both
Anchor and Navigator.”
During the sessions throughout
the weekend, the scouts worked on
either starting or completing work
towards religious emblems.
Dyamond Salem and Tegan
Wenzl of the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Parish received the
Marian Medal. The Marian Medal
program is designed to enable
young women to “proclaim the
greatness of the Lord”. It features
active involvement in understanding Mary as a model of openness
and spirituality – the first disciple.
Shalor Laws of the Cathedral parJoshua Guymon, Jr. received the Pope international Catholic awareness Medal recipients include ish and Ryan Unsworth of St. DomPius Xii religious emblem.
inic’s, Garden City, received the Ad
Jacob Griﬃn, Colton Farra and esteban Garcia.
Altare Dei religious emblem. This

program is designed to equip Boy
Scouts in seventh grade through
high school to take their place as
maturing Catholics. The scout lives
and applies the things he believes
to his daily life and gains a deeper
understanding of what it means to
be a follower and disciple of Christ.
The scout discover that through
the sacraments, he first becomes
a maturing disciple of Christ.
Joshua Guymon, Jr., of St. Dominic, Garden City, received the Pope
Pius XII religious emblem. The Pope
Pius program reflects the ideal of a
youth’s growing concern with the
world of God as well as the human world. It recognizes the need
for Catholic lay leadership in the
church and community affairs and
of scouting’s potential in developing such leadership. The program
helps for young adults in Christ with
a desire for serious commitments
to action and geared to their role
as Christians.
International Catholic Awareness Medal recipients were Jacob
Griffin, St. Dominic, Garden City,
and Colton Farra and Esteban Garcia, of the Cathedral parish. The
International Awareness program
provides an opportunity for scouts
to meet as friends in the Catholic
Church. It links the Catholic Church
and the Scouting Movement all
over the world. It contributes to
the complete education of young
people through Scouting from the
point of view of the Catholic faith,
developing and enhancing the
spiritual dimension of scouting in
the World Scouting Movement.

Charla Batman presented Saint Anne Award

C

harla Batman of the Cathedral parish
received the St. Anne medal at the
conclusion of Scouting Quest 2017.
Brenda Jensen, committee member of
the Dodge City Catholic Committee on
Scouting, included these remarks before
Batman received the award from Bishop
Emeritus Ronald M. Gilmore.
“Today’s recipient of the Saint Anne
medal has been an adult in Girl Scouting for around 15 years. She became a
leader when her oldest daughter was in
kindergarten, and continued as a leader
for several years. During that time she
helped her troop earn their ‘Family of
God’ medals.
“She has been a part of the Quest
weekend for many years coming on
board first as our accompanist for the annual Quest Mass when her son and now
her daughters began coming to Quest.
“The last three years she has also
served as a Quest counselor helping
with the ‘I Live My Faith’ medal. Two
years ago she took over the duties of
Quest registration and treasurer for the

Bishop ronald Gilmore and Charla Batman.

Catholic Committee on Scouting even
though this is a busy time of year for
an accountant during tax season.
“She is actively involved in parish life
at the Cathedral and at Sacred Heart
Cathedral School where her youngest is an 8th grader. She is the mother
of four: Brendan, Shannon, Morgan,
and Tegan, who have all been or are
currently part of Quest. She also has a
granddaughter, April, who just turned a
year old,” Jensen said.
“Bishop Gilmore, I am pleased to
have you present the Saint Anne
medal to Charla Batman of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe.”
The Saint Anne medal is the highest
national recognition for adults who
serve Catholic youth through girls’
scouting organizations. The purposes
of this recognition are to honor the
outstanding services of adults who
contribute to the spiritual development of Catholic girls and to further
Catholic adult leadership in youth
ministry.

We have
lightened
others’
burdens,
With our smiles
along the way,
We have kept
our hand in
God’s hand,
Walked beside
Him day by day.
And when our
span of life
runs out,
We’ll make this
gentle plea May we sit around
His Campfire
At the Final
Jamboree.

