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A welcome along the journey
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faithful
receive
official
welcome

Lent

‘When You
Give Alms …’
+ Most Rev. John
B. Brungardt
Bishop of the
Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City

T
at the
Father gilbert Herrman
March 25, 1924 – February 22, 2017
By TiM WEnZL
Archivist
a Crosse, Kansas -- Father
Gilbert P. Herrman, retired
priest of the Diocese of Dodge City,
Kansas, died February 22, 2017 in
La Crosse. He was 92 years old.
The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt,
bishop of Dodge City, with Father
Matthew Kumi, pastor, and 17
priests of the diocese celebrated
the Mass of Christian burial at St.
Joseph Church in Liebenthal Feb.
28. Burial was in St. Joseph Cemetery.
In his first pastorate at Our Lady
of Guadalupe (1953-1960), Father Gilbert Herrman confronted
prejudice in Dodge City. Prejudice
toward Mexican immigrants and
African Americans was quite open
at this time. There were only
certain restaurants in which they
weren’t allowed to eat; they had
to sit in the balconies of the movie
theaters, and there were only
certain days they could swim in the
old city pool in Wright Parish.
Father Herrman, together with
the Rev. Rudy Treder, the Episcopal
minister, set out to change these
policies. Father Herrman (in 1982)
recalled there was a dairy and restaurant in town that would employ
Mexicans and Mexican Americans
but would not let them eat there.
He met with the owner to inquire
about this policy. The proprietor
Continued on Page 11
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Seeking the face of Christ

Kansas bishops release joint statement
on refugees and immigration
Editor’s Note: The following statement is
from the Kansas Catholic Bishops.
n recent years our nation has experienced
painful acts of violence and terrorism. Following the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade
Center, it has become clear that there are
those outside as well as inside our borders
who wish to harm us. Indeed, the majority
of terrorist acts perpetrated in the United
States have been home-grown. This recent
history clearly reveals a pressing need to
protect our citizens.

I

It is an important responsibility of our
president and government leaders to protect the safety of the American people. It
is reasonable for the new administration
to conduct a review of the current refugee
vetting procedures, especially from nations
where domestic unrest and instability make
it difficult to conduct reliable background
checks. However, our response to past and
present evils must also strive to be consistent
with our deeply cherished American values of
Continued on Page 6

he Holy Season of Lent is well
underway. Jesus tells us of
three spiritual practices in the
gospel for Ash Wednesday: prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving (Matthew
6:1-6, 16-18). My homily for Ash
Wednesday this year focused on
almsgiving. Jesus often taught us
in the scriptures about the need to
be generous in the sharing of our
financial resources: Luke 12:32-34;
Mark 12:41-44; Mark 10:17-22;
Luke 12:15. What are some of the
reasons we cling to money?
Pope Francis has preached about
the sharing of alms (March 5,
2014): Almsgiving “points to giving
freely, for in almsgiving one gives
something to someone from whom
one does not expect to receive
anything in return. … Almsgiving helps us to experience giving
freely, which leads to freedom
from the obsession of possessing,
from the fear of losing what we
have, from the sadness of one who
does not wish to share his wealth
with others.”
I have need for continuing conversion in my life regarding money.
My obsession of possessing has to
do with books and technology: I
am trying to cut down. My fear of
losing what I have: I have begun
to give away some possessions.
My sadness due to materialism
and greed: when I give alms, I am
blessed with joy and peace.
Let us open our hearts to give
alms this Lent and beyond, especially to those most in need. Let us
discern God’s call to share our resources with the Vibrant Ministries:
Uniting our Church appeal for the
diocese. Let us re-prioritize our life
regarding money. Jesus, who came
into this world with no possessions,
and left with no possessions, will
help us: He loves us so much!
+ Bishop John
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The Call to Continuing Conversion
At far left, below,
and inset on Page
1: Candidates
-- baptized Catholics or baptized
members of
another Christian
denomination
who are seeking
confirmation and
first Eucharist
-- are led, by
parish, to the
baptismal font in
which they dip
their fingers and
make the sign of
the cross.
At left and on
Page 1: Catechumens -- individuals who have not
been baptized
and who are
seeking baptism,
confirmation and
first Eucharist -sign the Book of
the Elect.

Photos by
David Myers

Following the
Call to Continuing
Conversion and
the Rite of Election, as people
lined up for a chili
dinner, Bishop
John posed with
dozens of families
and individuals
for photos. At far
right, he signs a
young man’s Bible.
These and dozens more photos
are available for
free download at
www.dcdiocese.
org/swkscatholic.
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riTe oF eleCTion

By DAViD MYERs
Southwest Kansas Register
early 150 men, women and children
on the road to entering fully the
Catholic Church at Easter were officially
welcomed along their faith journey March
5 by the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt at
the Call to Continuing Conversion and the
Rite of Election celebration at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
One of the most significant events of
the liturgical year, this is the official moment that candidates (baptized members
of another Christian denomination -- or
baptized Catholics -- who are seeking
confirmation and first Eucharist) and catechumens (individuals who have not been
baptized and who are seeking baptism,
confirmation and first Eucharist) declare
their commitment to entering fully the
Catholic Church at Easter.
The candidates and catechumens-along with their families, godparents,
and sponsors--came from every corner of
the diocese, each waiting for that special
moment when they would be called by
name to sign the Book of the Elect, or to
dip their fingers in the baptismal font.
“We welcome you, our catechumens to
our Rite of Election, and our candidates
to our Call to Continuing Conversion,”
Bishop Brungardt told those gathered. “...
This is truly a diocesan celebration of our
48 parishes in 28 counties in southwest
Kansas....”
“I hope you were all free to celebrate
Ash Wednesday four days ago,” the

N

bishop continued in his homily. “This first
day of the Church season of Lent is one of
the most loved celebrations of the year.
All are welcome to received ashes on
their foreheads, symbolizing that we are
here on this earth a short time, and have
an eternal destiny; that we grieve of our
sins; and that acts of penance will help us
on our journey to the Lord.
“Change -- we do not like that word.
We like things the way they are; I worry
about how change will affect me; will
the change make me suffer? Jesus many
times taught us to ‘Do not be afraid.’ This
teaching means that Jesus will be with us
always, helping and comforting us, even
in times of change.
“Repent -- this is a big change in our
lives!
“Believe in the Gospel -- this is why we
are here today!
“What this all leads to is: Conversion.
Conversion means staying on God’s path
for us. Conversion means, with God’s
grace, to say we are sorry for our sins.
Conversion means, day by day, to change
to be more Christ-like. Conversion means
loving God with our whole heart, mind
and strength, and loving our neighbor,
and loving ourselves.
“As you continue your preparation for
the Easter Vigil and beyond, ask Jesus in
your prayer how you are called to Conversion. Some possible examples:
-- enjoy more family dinners, and without smart phones!
-- visit a family member, friend, or pa-

rishioner who is sick.
-- give your tithe and alms to the parish,
and to those in need.
-- welcome each person you meet with
a smile.
-- continue to learn about Jesus and His
Catholic faith.
-- pray with the Bible each day - at least
one verse.
-- love God, neighbor, self.
-- ask for help always from our Gentle
Jesus.
“Welcome to this gift of the God of
Conversion, as you continue your faith
journey. Be assured of my prayers for
you, as your bishop, as you continue toward the great celebration of the Easter
Vigil. Jesus will be with you; our Loving
Savior loves you more than you can ask
or imagine!”
Following the bishop’s homily, catechumens were called by name, and together
with their Godparents, came forward and
signed the Book of the Elect.
As the choir sang the haunting song,
“Wade in the Water,” candidates were
called by name to dip their fingers in the
baptismal font.
Following the celebration, everyone
was invited to meet in the Holy Family
Social Hall for a dinner reception, during
which individuals and families posed for
photographs with Bishop Brungardt.
Dozens of photos are available and
free to download at www.dcdiocese.
org/swkscatholic.

THE ELECT
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge City: Jared Isenbart, Tammy Lampe, Gilbert Still, Erick Baquera, Luis Angel
Hernandez, Sadie Hernandez, Grecia Hernandez, Javier Hipolito,
Ximena Martinez, Arelyn Ponder, Sidney Aguilar, Angel Herrera,
Daisy Herrera, Jose Adrian Barron, Adal Luis, Evelyn Luis.
St. Dominic, Garden City: Tyler Bernacki, Terri Meis.
St. Mary, Garden City: Alfredo Espinoza Mejia, Jeneil Marie
Arteaga, Liliana Calvario, Carmen Angelita Gallegos, Anselmo
Garcia Jr., Jesus Nicolas Garcia, Rebekah Elizabeth Garcia, Donnailee Erizel Hernandez, Alina Leah Perez, Cristian Alan Oropeza,
Joseph Noe Ramirez, Arlene Lisette Rios, Geovanni Miguel Rios,
Fabian Luis Rivera, Angeles Itzel Rodriguez-Rosales, Jameya
Abree Ruiz.
Prince of Peace, Great Bend: Amanda Urban, Melanie Duran,
Alexa Duran, Julio Garcia, Jose Manuel Sanchez, Rusbael Sanchez,
Shannon Suppes.
St. John the Evangelist, Hoisington: Tyler Brown.

St. Stanislaus, Ingalls: Gilbert Cavazos Jr., Joel Ortiz.
St. Bernadette, Johnson: Trevor Siebert.
St. Michael, La Crosse: Lori Werth.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Larned: Bobbie Solko, Peyton Solko,
Easton Solko, Khyla Burroughs, Keelan Reynolds, Brock Skelton.
St. Anthony of Padua, Liberal: Tyler Richard, Sayde Fitzgerald,
Saul Morales, Juan Ambrosio Alvarez, Alondra Bolivar, Erick Arriaga, Ariana Armendariz, Rubi Basilio.
St. John the Baptist, Meade: Ashley Leanne Cordes, Carrie
May Kaltenbach.
Sacred Heart, Ness City: Susan Hoss, Brea Bozart, Brailey
Bozart, Braddock Bozart.
St. Alphonsus, Satanta: Perla Espinoza.
St. John the Baptist, Spearville: Greg Thompson.
Mary, Queen of Peace, Ulysses: Morgan Rodriguez, Carlos
Mendiete, Elena Garcia, Hayli Rodriguez.

Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge City: Jessica Herrera,
Daemian Serna, Todd Schriner, James Johnson, Jessy Maldonado,
Pedro Ralios, Miguel Gutiérrez, Juan Castro, Rogelio Juárez, Cecilia
Santos, Tomas Lorenzo, Juan Pérez, Micaela Pu, Antonio Jiménez.
St. Bernard, Belpre: Katie Vosburgh.
St. Dominic, Garden City: Ciara Blount, Larry Goss, Daisy
Mastin, Erika Guiterrez.
St. Mary, Garden City: Kenai Lee Chapman, Annaly Sophia
Enriquez, Shelby Nicole Estrada, Maureena Patricia Urbina.
Prince of Peace, Great Bend: Bradley Duryee, Anthony Molina,
Judith Castillo, David Leyva, Manuel Ayala, Santiago Talamantes,
Dana Morse, Jeunnesse Amendola.
St. John the Evangelist, Hoisington: Lori Patterson, Samantha
Colson, Miranda Shives.
St. Nicholas, Kinsley: Danielle Burr, Kim Stegman.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Larned: Bethany Steinlage, Mike
Hensley.

St. Anthony of Padua, Liberal: Domingo Alonzo Castillejas,
Santiago Hicajosorio, Jesus Bañuelos, Omar Chaires, Norma
Yareth Hernandez, Guillermina Favila, Sandra Quezada, Susana
Gutierrez, Manual Gutierres, Nicolas Pablo Gutierrez, Santos
Perez Picornio, Leydi Pablo Picornio, Maria Belem Pablo Picornio,
Nancy Pablo Picornio, Eusebio Carrillo Torres, Luis Campos, Odalis Campos, Noe Carmona, Mauricio Corral, Xavier Alex Regalado,
Alberto Hernandez, Karla Hinojos, Paola Gomez, Andrew Ortiz.
St. Mary, Marienthal: Cindy Baker.
Sacred Heart, Pratt: Dale Withers.
St. Alphonsus, Satanta: Colton Maturey.
St. Joseph, Scott City: Karen Wright, Houston Frank, Ella Frank,
Angel Borunda, Lizbeth Castaneda.
St. John the Baptist, Spearville: Uriah Hubbell.
Holy Trinity, Timken: Paula Donely, Sheila Nather.
Mary, Queen of Peace, Ulysses: Bret Wilkens.
St. Andrew, Wright: Amanda Stegman.

THE CANDIDATES

‘I want people
to see that God
dwells within me’

U

pon listening to Daemian Grabin
speak of the spiritual journey he
has taken thus far, it is difficult to believe that he’s only 15 years old.
The Dodge City High School student
was one of nearly 150 people given an
official welcome at the Call to Continuing
Conversion and Rite of Election celebration March 5.
Daemian is the son of Brenda Grabin; he has two brothers, Orlando, 20,
and Alexander, 7. His sponsor was Ivan
Chavez (“I couldn’t have asked for a better sponsor,” he said).
When asked who would attend the
celebration with him, he responded,
“My mother, grandmother, and my
grandfather will be with me in spirit.”
SW Kansas Catholic: What made you
decide to go through the RCiA process?
Daemian Grabin: When I was four,
I was baptized, and after that I wasn’t
a Sunday Catholic kid. I would attend
daily Mass with my grandmother, and
sometimes I would go on the weekend
with my grandmother. She would also

[In his sermon, he] asked
if he could say that he saw
the face of God in each
of us. That simple yet
profound comment made
me commit to wanting
full communion with the
Church. I want people to
see that God dwells within
me, and what better way
than to be a member of his
Church and partake in His
Son’s holy sacrifice!
take me visit the blessed sacrament
and pray the rosary. During all that time
with my grandmother I used to attend
the local Mennonite church for seven
years. Much of my morality and faith
was tended to, and grew there. Then,
when I was 13, I stopped attending
Sunday services. Then for the whole of
eighth grade I was a bit confused on
where I should find Christ. My grandparents have always been Catholic. The
summer following my eighth-grade year
I decided to go with them to Mass one
Saturday at a 5 p.m. Mass. I then attended regularly with them. Then on August
6, 2014, on the Transfiguration of the
Lord, I was inspired by Father Wesley
[Schawe] and his sermon.
The sermon asked if he could say
that he saw the face of God in each of
us. That simple yet profound comment
Continued on Page 6
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In other words

Fasting has many dimensions

Editor’s Note: The following was written
after a night of very little sleep, and just
hours before deadline. Consider yourself
warned.
he other day I discovered a program that
I could download onto my telephone,
basically turning it into an audio translator. It would allow my phone to create an
immediate audio translation of whatever I
say, into whatever language I chose. In other
words (no pun intended), I could speak into
the phone in English, and the phone would
repeat the words, except in Spanish! Or just
about any other language!
I wanted to shout from the rooftop: The
Tower of Babel has just come tumbling
down! No longer will language be a barrier
between people! Joyous app! Wonderful
app! A gift from God, app! An app to change
the world! An app to app-reciate!
Seriously, I felt very appy.
A few days later came Rite of Election,
the perfect occasion to give the program
a try.
I’m not the most social person, so it took
me a while to get up my nerve to try it out. I
was with the bishop, taking pictures of him
with candidates and catechumens and their
families at the reception following the ceremony, when a woman approached me.
“Where can I get copies of the photos
with the bishop?” she asked in Spanish. It
took me a minute, but I eventually put together what it was she was asking. I smiled,
looked down into my phone, and recited the
answer in English into my new app.
The translation came almost immediately. My phone repeated my words in perfect
Spanish: “My dog. She is under arrest.”
Overhearing the conversation, a concerned teenage boy looked at me and said,
“What did she do?”
“What did who do?” I answered,
puzzled.
“Your dog.”
Well, this boy was obviously having serious trouble with his English, I thought. So, I
took my handy-dandy phone and said: “My
dog has not done anything. I was saying that
you can find the photographs from today’s
event on our diocesan website.”
Again, the Spanish translation came instantaneously: “My doughnut is not leaving,
but the photographs are for dogs. With or
without wigs. Window.”
I’m not an egotistical person, but I
couldn’t help but feel a little full of myself at
the moment. I felt like Batman after having
just added a special tool to my utility belt,
a tool called “communication”.
The boy smiled and seemed to be trying
to suppress a laugh. I understood. It’s such
a joy to suddenly surpass a high wall that
for thousands of years has left us feeling
separated by language. Finally, the boy
burst out laughing. I laughed right along
with him. It felt … joyous.
My confidence was high. The app had
given me not only the ability to communicate, but the courage to approach others—Mexicans, Guatemalans, Vietnamese.
Did they speak English? Did it matter? No.

By Msgr. M. Francis Mannion
asting is one of the practices
associated traditionally with the
season of Lent. Lenten fasting is
rich in meaning and significance. I suggest that there are seven values to be
derived from fasting.
+ The first value of fasting is learning
reverence for food. We live in a consumer society in which food is available
in abundance and is habitually wasted.
Food is viewed as purely functional;
rarely do we think of food as a precious
gift from God.
Fasting gives us the opportunity to
interrupt our normal consumerist attitudes regarding food, and allows us
to grow in reverence for it.
+ The second value of fasting is that
it provides a means of assisting the
hungry. The scriptures are full of admonitions about sharing food with the
needy. Indeed, the extent to which we
share our food is one of the criteria by
which God will ultimately judge us.
There are numerous ways in which
we can fast for charitable purposes
during Lent. We can shop more economically so that we may contribute
more to charity. We can eat more sparingly and put the money we save aside
to assist others.
+ The third value of fasting (close
to the second) is that it allows us to
enter into solidarity with the poor. This
means recognizing that as long as there
are poor people in the world, it is unseemly that we should eat luxuriously.
We are called to live more simply,
more sparingly, and to avoid waste and
self-indulgence in a spirit of union with
those who have little. As long as there
is hunger in the world, a permanent
element of fasting should be part of
our lives
+ The fourth value of fasting is helping us grow in humility. Humility means
a realistic, clear-sighted, and sober
sense of ourselves and our places in
the world.
To be humble is to have an awareness of our own limitations. We realize
that our lives are fragile. We become

T
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By Dave Myers
Editor

It didn’t.
It didn’t matter what language they
spoke!! This was like a miracle!
I excitedly approached an elderly Vietnamese man who had just sat down with
his chili supper. I recalled from an introduction a few years ago that he spoke almost
no English.
“Hello! Are you enjoying your chili dinner?” I asked into my phone. The Vietnamese
man eyed me with a mix of suspicion and
amusement. He glanced down at my phone,
which repeated in perfect Vietnamese:
“Hello! Your dinner is upon you! Chilly?”
He quickly picked up a napkin to wipe
his mouth. He looked down at his shirt and
tie. It was easy to see that he was humbled
by the experience of this new God-given
technology. Then he looked up at me.
I stared at him excitedly, my eyes wide, a
grin stretching from ear to ear. He jumped
in his chair, startled. Could I blame him? He
nodded vigorously and put his hands up
as if to say, “Thank you. Yes, I’m enjoying
my dinner.”
I smiled, stood up and walked away, my
mission accomplished. He quickly grabbed
his jacket and sped out the door of the social
hall. It had been too much for him. Joyous
discovery is not for the faint of heart, my
Vietnamese friend! I said under my breath.
Don’t worry! I will be around to communicate with you again someday. I’m pretty
sure that’s just what he was thinking as he
sprinted down the hall.
I spoke to many people on that amazing
March 5 afternoon. Probably more than I’ve
ever spoken to at any event.
To a young Salvadoran woman, my
phone translated a simple quote from the
Book of John spoken by a priest sitting at her
table: “The truth will upset your feet.”
To a noble looking man from Guatemala,
I shared a tidbit about the weather: “We will
have exceptionally powerful winds after our
chili dinner,” my phone translated. Thanks
to me, he knew that he’d have to hold tightly
onto his steering wheel getting home!
I finished taking pictures with the bishop,
eager to get home and send off a quick
email.
My friends, I hope you appreciate the
weight of this. You see, the email in question
was to our president. Knowing his affinity
for sending texts, I knew that he would be
thrilled. And I was right.
His response came within the hour:
“Thanx for information about the app. Really great. Just wrote to Kim Jong-un. Won’t
he be surprised.”
Anything I can do to help, Mr. President.
Anything I can do to help.
Editor’s Note: You were warned.
Bishop John B. Brungardt...Publisher
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull   1971-1974
Margaret Klenke   1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
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more aware of our mortality and the
fact that we must die.
Hunger makes us more aware of our
limitations, our mortality, and our dependence on the earth. Hunger cuts us
down to size and deflates our egos.
+ The fifth value associated with
fasting is that it teaches discipline.
Discipline means self-restraint and
appropriate self-restriction – all marks
of the mature person. Their opposites
are self-indulgence, the inability to
control ourselves, and the tendency to
live without restraint.
Fasting involves external discipline
teaching us internal discipline. The
practice of fasting can have the inner
effect of making us more genuine and
authentic disciples of Christ.
+ The sixth value of fasting – especially on Good Friday, when Catholics
are required to fast – is to express
solidarity with Jesus on the day of his
death. On the day of Christ’s trial,
suffering, and death, Christians are
called to live in a sober way, avoiding
entertainment and distracting activities. As Christ suffers on the Cross on
Good Friday, Christians are invited to
observe that day with a firm gaze on
Christ’s saving actions.
+ Finally, we fast in preparation for
the return of Christ in glory. We are reminded that we can never be satisfied
by ordinary food, which satisfies only
momentarily but then perishes. We
do not live by bread alone. What we
await is the food of heaven, the food of
God’s heavenly banquet which will not
perish but give eternal life. Until then,
we will always be spiritually hungry.
Msgr. Mannion is pastor emeritus of
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Salt Lake
City. He holds a Ph.D in sacramental
theology from The Catholic University
of America. He was founding president
of The Society for Catholic Liturgy in
1995 and the founding editor of the
Society’s journal, Antiphon. At the
invitation of Cardinal Francis George
of Chicago he founded the Mundelein
Liturgical Institute in 2000.

“THROW THE CATS OVERBOARD AND I’LL TELL
YOU WHERE I GOT THE OLIVE BRANCH.”
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Blessed Eugene Bossilkov

E

ugene Bossilkov was born as a member of the Latin Rite Catholic group.
This group was a small minority in the
country of Bulgaria, mostly Easter Orthodox
and Muslin population. He was ordained in
the Passionist Order in 1926.
After his ordination he went to Rome
for further studies and then returned for
pastoral duties near his home. In 1947, he
was named a bishop.
Sadly, Bulgaria was under Communist
control for two years. The Church suffered

Commentary

Holy Ones of
Our Time
By Sister Irene
Hartman, OP

excessive restrictions.
In 1948 Bishop Eugene was permitted to
make his lumina visit to Rome. A friend of Bishop
Eugene urged him not to return to Bulgaria,
but he insisted that as a shepherd, he could
not abandon his flock.
The Church in Bulgaria continued to be
devastated. In 1949 all religious activity under
state control was outlawed. Before long, the
bishop was arrested.
By assisting others, he might have refused
to evade his execution. When he was killed, his
body was thrown into a common grave. In 1998
the bishop was beatified. In 1999, the supreme
court of Bulgaria annulled his conviction.
“If it comes to the worst, so be it. I have the
courage to go on living. I hope I also have the
courage to suffer the worst.”
He and his companions were declared the
Martyrs of Bulgaria in 1952.

Photo of the Week

New York Daily News, Nov. 19 1966
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Night watch

I

pick my way gingerly across three lanes of icy slush
on a deserted Oak Street toward First Christian
Church. It’s nearly ten p.m., and no one is out tonight.
No one except people seeking shelter against the cold.
I make my way to the entrance to the night shelter,
around the back.
A dozen people huddle in the stairwell leading down
to the basement. They wait with endless patience.
A woman with clipboard in hand calls out with authorBy Mary
ity, “Step to the right. Volunteer coming through.”
Sharon Moore
The huddled group moves as a body to the right. Volunteer makes her way quickly down the stairs and into
Poor, Like
the intake area.
Jesus
I am ushered to the volunteer room, which also is the
bag room, where guests’ backpacks and belongings are
stored. Each item tagged, neatly shelved, all in numerical order.
At the check-in table I give my name, my phone number, and the last four
digits of my Social.
“You can make a name-tag,” John says.
I take the marker and write “Maria.” I put the name-tag on my jacket, and
slip into “street name” mode.
“Do you want to do guest intake tonight?” Dave the shift leader asks. “Or
do deescalation if a situation gets tense?”
“I am really good at keeping night watch,” I say. “I’ll just sit in the sleeping
room and be a peaceful presence for the guests.”
The team breaks into a spontaneous little joy dance, because no one
wants to sit for six or seven hours, watching people sleep.
I fetch my water bottle, my thermos of coffee, my bag of trail mix, my
folder of work projects, and the half of my well-worn Shorter Christian
Prayer which long ago unhinged itself from its spine.
Guests drift in and settle down for the night on their mats. The lights go
out, and the snoring begins. A mighty chorus, the sound of first deep sleep.
It is the sound of the deeply tired.
Tired from lack of sleep. Tired from poor health. Tired from always having to shuffle on. Exhausted from the lack of everything I take for granted.
Everything.
I imagine the vulnerability that comes with sleeping in public spaces. As I
keep night watch I realize that I do not know what it means to live with constant vulnerability. And the stigma that goes with not being able to protect
yourself from the cruelty or desperation of strangers.
I take a peek at my phone. The screen shows 12:23. I open my Christian
Prayer to a section already marked: the Office for the Dead. I turn to Evening
Prayer.
I pray the Office for the Dead tonight, not because I associate homelessness with death, although I could, but because the psalms are full of supplication, and full of trust. The kind of trust Jesus had as his life hung vulnerable and near death.
From Psalm 130 I pray these words:

My soul is waiting for the Lord;
I count on his word.
My soul is longing for the Lord,
more than watchman for daybreak …
I know this watching, and the hope that arises with the first light of dawn.
It dispels the long dark night of loneliness and stirs an innate sense of possibility.
Yet for many who live under a cloud of hopelessness, the first light of
dawn reawakens a cold dread.
I sit a while with these words of the Psalmist, and with these thoughts.
I pray a binding prayer, which seems right, now, as I keep night watch:

Lord God,
we beg you to visit this house,
and banish from it all the deadly power of the enemy.

Here is the cover of the New York Daily News from Nov. 19, 1966. The caption reads:
“Harold Siddall, a counter man at the Fulton Fish Market, gets together with a couple
of mackerel to ponder a somewhat less fishy outlook. U.S. Catholic bishops announced
last night the end of the centuries-old ban on eating meat on Friday, effective Dec. 2.
The lifting of the 1,100-year-old prohibition laid down by Pope Nicholas I, applies to
some 45.6 million Catholics in the United States. The decision was an outgrowth of the
Ecumenical Council which decided a year ago to let the bishops of each country determine whether to keep the ban on Friday abstinence. Italian bishops removed the ban
except during Lent, and U.S. prelates have followed suit. Canadian bishops voted to lift
the ban entirely.”

May your holy angels dwell here,
to keep us in peace,
and may your blessing be upon us always.
“Keep us in peace,” I pray. Not “them” on their mats and “me” on this old
church bench. But us.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2017. All Rights Reserved.
Mary Sharon Moore writes and speaks nationwide on the nature of God’s
calling in our times. Visit marysharonmoore.com
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Seeking the face of Christ
From Page 1
welcoming refugees and immigrants that
is part of the very fabric of our history and
national identity.
While recognizing how essential it is that
prudent measures are taken to protect
the safety of American citizens, we cannot
remain indifferent to the plight of refugees,
many of them children, who are fleeing
from war-torn nations, drug cartels, warlords who build-up child armies, and other
horrific conditions. Even a temporary suspension of our refugee programs may place
many innocent lives at risk. This is why it is
incumbent upon the Administration to put
in place as soon as possible an improved
vetting process that protects the safety of
American citizens while at the same time
being compassionate and generous in welcoming refugees from the very places where
their lives are most at risk.
With regard to our immigration policies,
there is broad consensus that undocumented immigrants who are members of

gangs, involved with drug cartels and/or
violent criminals should be deported. However, it is not true or just to characterize
the majority of undocumented immigrants
as violent criminals. The mass deportation
of the vast majority of undocumented immigrants, who work hard and contribute
positively to American society, will result
in chaos and unrest in our communities
as well as a human rights nightmare with
families torn apart, children separated
from parents, and young people expelled
from the only nation they have known.
We support measures that secure our
borders, stop the flow of illegal drugs,
and protect the safety of American citizens. We also applaud efforts to reform
immigration laws to better serve citizens
and immigrants alike. At the same time,
we call upon the president to make clear,
as recent statements seem to imply, that
it is not his intention to increase deportations of undocumented immigrants who
are hardworking and have not committed

Hindus urge Governor Brownback
to ensure safety of heartbroken
Hindu community in Olathe

A

fter the deadly shooting at an
Olathe (Kansas) sports bar, Hindus are urging Kansas Governor Sam
Brownback to ensure the safety of the
reportedly devastated Hindu community spread across Kansas.
Hindu statesman Rajan Zed, in a
statement in Nevada recently said that
it was shocking and saddening for the
hard-working, harmonious and peaceful
United States Hindu community numbering about three million, who had made
many contributions to the nation and
society, to receive such signals of hatred
and anger.
Zed, President of Universal Society of
Hinduism, urged Governor Brownback
to visit Olathe and the nearby Hindu
temple to meet with area Hindus to
regain the reported falling confidence
and sense of insecurity of the Hindu
community. He appreciated Governor

Brownback for condemning this act of
violence by stating: “This sort of senseless violence is never acceptable.”
Zed thanked the area community;
including First Baptist Church of Olathe,
global technology company Garmin
International with United States headquarters in Olathe, and Olathe Mayor
Michael Copeland, for their reported
expressions of support to the affected
families and community.
“Our heartfelt prayers and sympathies go out to the victims, their families
and friends,” Zed added.
Editor’s Note: The SW Kansas Catholic
sent Mr. Zed condolences for the violent
killing of Srinivas Kuchibhotla, and for
the shooting of Alok Madasani and Ian
Grillot. He responded: “Many thanks for
your support, which is highly appreciated.”

“We urge the president and Congress to exercise their leadership, in addition to securing our borders, to develop generous
and prudent immigration laws and policies that are as accommodating as possible to the individuals who wish to earn citizenship or to work legally in our country.”
serious crimes. We urge the president and
Congress to exercise their leadership, in addition to securing our borders, to develop
generous and prudent immigration laws
and policies that are as accommodating
as possible to the individuals who wish to
earn citizenship or to work legally in our
country.
We are eager to assist the Administration
with the re-settlement of refugees and the
welcoming of immigrants. Archbishop Jose
H. Gomez of Los Angeles, Vice President of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
reflects the concern of a great many bishops in our nation in his statement that “our
Christian mission is clear – we are called to
hear the cry of the poor and we are called to

with Father Bob [Schremmer], which
were really great and explanatory. We
have also been dismissed at Masses to
reflect on the gospel for the Mass. At
our dismissals it has been such a wonderful time of bonding for all of us, and
each one of the catechumens and candidates are so knowledgeable, sincere,
and so full of a love for Christ that they
are just so excited about. We have also
spent time in prayer at our dismissals
which have brought a lot of healing for
me, and I am sure for others as well.
What has the journey been like for
you? The greatest joys? Challenges?
This journey has been so embracing, for lack of a better term. I have
been able to learn alongside so many
wonderful people. We have all shared

Most Rev. Joseph F. naumann
Archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
Bishop of Dodge City
Most Rev. Edward J. Weisenburger
Bishop of Salina
Most Reverend Carl A. Kemme
Bishop of Wichita

IMMIGRATION STORIES

“I have been apart from my wife and kids for 4 years now.
I got a letter from NVC (National Visa Center) a long time ago
that says my visa was approved, but they asked for someone
to sponsor me. Sometime I ask myself if the US of America is
still on planet earth. If I start walking it’s not going to take all
this time to see my wife and my son for the first time. Maybe
it is because my name is Mohamed, and I am Muslim. If that is
the problem, I am ready to change my name and religion if that
will help me to see my family. I always imagine that moment of
us together and that moment of me seeing my son for the first
time. I really feel powerless that I just can’t do anything about
this, and I really hate myself about how powerless I am.”
-- Mohamed
Kasserine, Tunisia-North Africa

IMMIGRATION STORIES

With this issue, the Southwest Kansas Catholic is beginning a new feature from the
“My Immigrant Story” project. Each brief essay will share the story of one immigrant
family or individual from our community, the United States, or from somewhere
across the globe.

‘I want people to see that God dwells within me’
made me commit to wanting full communion with the Church. I want people
to see that God dwells within me, and
what a better way than to be a member of his church and partake in His
Son’s holy sacrifice!
After the journey so far, how does
it feel to be so close to the Easter
Vigil?
I am so, SO excited! The Easter vigil
will finally give me Christ and his Holy
Spirit. I have been not so much as worried but eager. I have longed for this
for such a long time, and through the
grace of God here I am!
Can you share a little of what your
RCiA process has included?
I began this journey in July of 2016
when I attended the inquiry sessions

open our doors to the stranger who knocks,
and to seek the face of Christ who comes to
us in the immigrant and refugee.”

Continued from Page 3

so many stories and our love for Christ.
The hardest thing for me has been the
loss of my grandfather Chris Grabin. He
died from lung cancer a month before
I began. I feel I owe all that has transpired on this journey to him. He is the
one who taught me that the Church
is the Body of Christ. My grandfather
taught me all that I know about the
faith. The worst part of this journey is
just not having him here physically to
hug or just to talk to. I just can’t thank
Coleen [Stein] and Sister Janice [Growchowsky] enough for all their amazing
support to all of us, and helping us
overcome all that which we have had
trouble facing.
As you go on with your life, do you
have any ideas of what you’d like to

do in the future?
After high school I plan on getting
my associates degree here in Dodge at
the community college. After I graduate I hope to be sponsored by the Diocese and attend seminary....
How do you feel this experience
will benefit you in the future?
I know that this journey through the
RCIA process has given me the hope of
eternal life, and has given me a faith
which will give me the strength to
overcome all the injustices and strife
which we all face in life. I know that
this experience have allowed me to
see the fragility of all people, and has
allowed me to “put on the heart and
mind of Jesus”, as Coleen likes to say.
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Finding family
Young couple shows the
changing face of adoption

By DAViD MYERs
Southwest Kansas Catholic
he slideshow begins with a young couple--two beaming
smiles, arms outstretched--under which is a letter from the
couple, a heartfelt embrace addressed to anyone who is facing an unplanned pregnancy, or who, for any reason, is seeking to
find an adoptive family for their unborn child:

T

“Thinking about the difficult decision that you are
making, we are humbled by your strength, courage and
love. These are traits that you will be passing on to your
child and we would be honored if you chose us to raise
your child. They will be raised knowing how strong you
are, and how strong they can be.”
Jeremy and Charell Owings of Hoisington, who are seeking an
adoptive child, are learning just how much adoption has changed
over the years. No longer is a child spirited away immediately after
birth to be presented to an adoptive family whose name and whereabouts are forever kept secret. No longer does a child have to grow
up wondering about his birth parents. No longer does the child have
to turn detective to track down her birth mother or father.
The couple’s profile is just one part of the Catholic Charities of
Southwest Kansas adoption process, which begins with the initial interview process and continues until long after the baby is delivered.
Catholic Charities utilizes the open adoption system, which allows the birth parent or parents to take an active part in the life of
their child. In effect, the adoption is no longer about two parents
finding a child, it’s about a birth parent searching for a suitable
family for their child.

“We can’t wait for the opportunity to wrap our child
in love and guide them to follow their passions and
dreams. We dream of creating a home where they can
be themselves, with open conversations, and time spent
together. One of our favorite quotes is, ‘The best things
in life are not things,’ and we live by that philosophy.
Experiences, easy or difficult, teach us more than any
‘thing’ ever could. We envision a life for our child full
of learning, laughter, faith and helping others.”
Jeremy was born in Wichita and Charell in Hays. They met while
attending Colby Community College.
“We had mutual friends and happened to meet each other at
a friend’s get together,” Jeremy said. “I asked her on a date to a
play. It was actually a college assignment—the play, not the date. I
got credit, plus a date,” he said, laughing. “So, it was two for one!”
“It wasn’t very good—the play, not the date,” Charell said with
laugh. “But we had fun together.”
The slideshow, which can be found on the Catholic Charities of
Southwest Kansas website, shows a young, bespectacled boy with
a wide grin, a baseball cap on his head, a baseball mitt on his hand.
Another shows him a little older, this time posing on the basketball
court. This is Jeremy’s story.
“What I remember most about playing sports wasn’t winning or
losing, it was learning teamwork and having fun with new friends I
would have never met if I hadn’t played,” Jeremy is quoted on the
slideshow.
Down the line we see Charell’s story, a smiling little girl holding
a Christmas cookie she just made, a precursor to a life-long love
for cooking. Another photo shows the athlete Charell, sitting in the

With the help and guidance of Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas
adoption services, Jeremy and Charell
Owings of Hoisington placed a video
about themselves on the CCSK adoptive family web pages. The site shows
how changes in adoption processes
and in social media, are affecting positively the way families seek to adopt
a child, and how a parent or parents
seek an adoptive family for their child.
Below are Charell (top) and Jeremy
as pictured in an introductory video
about them on the Catholic Charities
website.

dugout, waiting for her time at bat.
This is Charell’s story. Next to her, the text reads, “I have
always loved to be active and busy. Throughout my childhood and into high school that meant sports. I participated
in dance, volleyball, softball, and track. Most summers were
spent at the ball diamonds and during the school year, evenings were spent at the gym or studio, taking our homework
with us to work on in between classes or practice.”
The Catholic Charities adoption program is not inexpensive. But at $10,000 to $15,000 for the entire adoption
process, it is half or even one-fourth the cost charged by
other adoption agencies.
“There’s a cap at eight percent of gross income,” Charell said. “Other agencies don’t look at that at all. The fees
are immensely better than other agencies.”
After suffering two miscarriages, Charell and Jeremy
took time they felt they needed to understand and accept
that adoption was the right path to take. It wasn’t an
automatic decision.
“We started doing dog fostering to mend our hearts
a little,” Charell said. “We still had that aching. We still
wanted to grow our family.
“We took a lot of time coming to this decision,” she
added. “We didn’t want to do it lightly or for the wrong
reason. We made sure our heads and hearts were in it.”
As a perspective parent, Jeremy said he would “like to
give our child the experiences of seeing different cultures,
and how different types of people act, so they have more
of an open mind, so they won’t be judgmental when they
see people different from them.”
“We’re into volunteering,” added Charell, who works
for a non-profit agency. “We want to teach our child to do
things out of the kindness of their heart, and not for what
they get out of it, even if it’s helping someone across the
street. We want to teach them about giving your time and
energy to something greater than yourself.”

“We are grateful that you are taking the time
to learn a little bit about us, but we are so much
more than just these words and pictures. We
would love to hear what your hopes and dreams
are for your child, and we hope that we can be a
part of them coming true.”
To see Jeremy and Charell’s slideshow and video, go to
http://catholiccharitiesswks.org/services/adoption/ourwaiting-families. For those wishing to learn more about
the Catholic Charities adoption program, contact Lori
Titsworth at ltitsworth@catholiccharitiesswks.org, or by
phone at 620-792-1393. Birthmoms who would like to
know more about Jeremy and Charell, may contact Amy
Falcon at afalcon@catholiccharitiesswks.org, or by phone
at (620) 227-1590.
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Vibrant Ministries — Uniting Our Church

The
Our growing Church

T

he importance of faith formation can’t be understated. It’s the foundation on which the Church is
built. It is at once the encountering, inviting and
accompanying of people along their life journey in the
Church.
It is the family. Gathering for prayer, teaching the
Gospels, providing positive examples.
It is PSR, or Parish Schools of Religion, or in the old
days, CCD, offering Catholic education from the earliest years to those who do not attend Catholic schools.
It is Catholic schools. Not all can attend private
schools, but for those who do, Catholic schools offer
invaluable guidance and hope as the child grows into

Faith Formation and Youth

a youth.
It is Catechist Formation--providing classes for those
wanting to serve their parish as a catechist.
It is Pastoral Ministry Formation, for those who want
to serve their parish as a pastoral ministry.
It is Engaged Encounter, Prayer and Action, Young
Adult Ministry, and a host of other ways for the adult
to continue to learn more about their Catholic faith.
And there is the RCIA program, which is celebrated
in this issue with the Rite of Election (pages 2-3).
These programs all provide a base on which Jesus’
teachings take route. Each is supported through the
Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting Our Church Appeal.

and hugs of
ecently I witnessed the face of compassion on the faces, tears,
the death
teenagers who gathered at a local funeral home chapel to mourn
y touched
deepl
of a classmate and friend, a 14-year-old who took his life. Being
some significant
by the way they comforted each another, I am convinced that
the parents who,
persons in their lives taught them the basic value of love. I credit
faith.
in the domestic church, are the first announcers of the
, and children
Once the seeds of faith are planted in the home, adults, youth
faith by participating
deepen their understanding and appreciation of our Catholic
settings, they
such
In
way.
c
in faith formation offered in a formal and systemati
to value it
tant
learn about the richness of our Catholic faith and why it is impor
and how to live it out.

R
Sister Angela
Erevia, MCDP,
Director of
Hispanic Ministry

O

ne of the goals of the Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program is to equip
people for ministry. In one notable exa
mple, a woman, after completing
the degree program, went to her pas
tor and asked if he had any ideas rega
rding how she could use her newly acq
uired knowledge. Since then, she has
created a manual with lesson plans for
Parish School of Religion teachers to
implement the New Mass changes; she
wrote a guide for Catechist Coaches,
and she joined the Rite of Christian Initi
ation Inquiry team. This woman’s
journey not only moves me because
of her willingness to continually be
formed, but because she is willing to
share her knowledge with others
Coleen Stein,
through service to the church.
Director of Adult
Formation

ress and am getting the chance to
am currently at the LA Religious Education Cong
try. Considering my role, I am
chat with wonderful people from all over the coun
who are involved in Young Adult Minparticularly focused on networking with others
s.
istry, and this is a great event for such endeavor
ting college students and young
mee
:
here
by
rised
One thing that I am not surp
faith in Jesus Christ and their love for
people who are passionate about sharing their
the Church with others.
eses that still do not have a fullOne thing that shocks me: the multitude of dioc
time Director of Young Adult Ministry.
in California lamented to me that
Just today a girl from a (massive) diocese here
g adults, but there isn’t anyone to
they are trying to start some great things for youn
assist and support them in their efforts.
moved and made all the more grateSo I have been surprised here, but also deeply
ce on me, and that I have been
ful that the Diocese of Dodge City has taken a chan
serving the young people of Southblessed with the awesome task of supporting and
west, Kansas. God is so good.

I
Gentry
Heimerman,
Director,
Young Adult
Ministry
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By DAVE MYERs
wo years have passed since my folks sold our family home of nearly five decades, so taking a drive in
the old neighborhood is more like taking a trip through
time than ever before.
In my old home--its natural brick now painted white,
the trees we used to climb as children cut to the
ground--I can remember my brother and sisters gathered in the living room with my folks, singing songs
and praying together. This was the birth of my faith
formation, at least since the day I was baptized.
I still have old reel-to-reel recordings of us, the fiveyear-old me struggling to be heard amongst my older
siblings. On one recording, I can hear a group of nuns
singing on the Ed Sullivan show in the background.
Some 35 years later, when I walked into the door of the
Catholic chancery in Dodge City for the first time, the
secretary to whom I first spoke was one of those sisters!
I drive toward my old church, St. Joan of Arc, which
wasn’t even built when we first arrived in Colorado
in 1967. Back then, we had Mass in the auditorium of
Arvada West High School a few blocks away.
At St. Joan of Arc, I see the doors that lead to the
basement where I attended CCD. I can’t say honestly
that I ever really wanted to go to CCD class (I never
wanted to go to any class!), yet, I have to admit that
being in the basement of the church brought a sense
of peace. I gained valuable lessons from my classes,
of course, but even if I hadn’t, that profound sense
of peace I felt--perhaps in knowing I was where God
wanted me to be--provided a lesson in and of itself.
I saw the youth center, a large, box building that was
built later on. If you don’t have the fondest memories
of high school youth ministry, you’re not alone. This
was a troubling time. Youth ministers need to be laser
focused on spirituality at this time. There are so many
distractions for teen-agers, a time when kids are trying
to assert themselves as adults, while not understanding how very much more they have left to learn.
The great joys at this time were the retreats. They
were held at Camp St. Malo, a rustic camp deep near
Estes Park, Colorado. There was a huge, three-story
dorm: top floor for boys, middle floor for girls, the
main floor a gathering area with a huge, welcoming
fireplace. The chapel down the road was St. Catherine
of Siena, also called the Chapel on the Rock. So many
incredible memories. We would awaken to a young
man with his guitar singing as he marched sown the
aisle between the bunks. The weekend was deeply
spiritual from start to finish. I went on many of these
retreats with youth from all over the region.
What kept me glued to my faith throughout my
college years was my Catholic formation. I remember
visiting with a girl who was very troubled. I’ve never
been great with the spoken word, but I did my best to
offer her counsel. She asked me how it was that I knew
to say the things I did. Me? Wow.
Then I told her about my faith in a loving God. All
my faith formation offered to her in one simple statement.
I know that we need priests; we need Sisters; we
need people involved in their parish. What we need
most--the base at which all of these grow--is faith
formation. It’s so vitally important that we support all
aspects of faith formation in our diocese through the
Vibrant Ministries – Uniting our Church Appeal.
This is the foundation on which our Church is built. It
is the foundation on which Christ’s mission holds firm.

T

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
You give us your son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy spirit to shine through us.
Loving God, fill us with the desire to be with you in

all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us,

Form our faith and
Strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our savior. Amen.
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Bishop John, Father Schawe, hit the road for vocations

CONCEPTION, MO -- The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt celebrates Mass at Conception Seminary in
Conception, Mo. Bishop Brungardt and Father Wesley Schawe were there recently to visit with
Diocese of Dodge City seminarians Esteban Hernandez and Eric Frieb.

The next issue will include coverage of Father Ted Skalsky’s and Father Schawe’s
trip to Guatemala to visit the family of seminarian Esteban Hernandez.

WESTON, MA -- Father Wesley Schawe, Director of Priestly Vocations,
celebrates Mass with Deacon Mark Brantley at Pope St. John XXIII
National Seminary in Weston, Mass.

Who is Andrew, and why is he coming to dinner?

L

akin -- I have a
homeless friend in
Dodge City. I don’t
see him very often. In fact,
the last time I saw him
was months ago, in front
of the KFC. His name is
Andrew—though he goes
by Drew. I pray for him from
time to time, and wonder if
maybe God has allowed us
By Wesley Schawe
to intersect so that I can see
Director, Oﬃce of
Jesus through him. My friend
Priestly Vocations
is not the first “Andrew” who
brought people to Jesus.
The Apostle Andrew was great about introducing
others to the Lord. Saint Peter gets all the attention,
but it was actually his brother Andrew who found
Peter and said, “’We have found the Messiah’… then
he brought him to Jesus” (John 1:41-42). It was also
Andrew who brought the boy with five loaves and
two fish to Jesus for the multiplication (John 6:8-13).
What a great inviter!
It was Andrew’s example of bringing people to Jesus
that inspired our “Andrew Dinners” in the Diocese
of Dodge City. These events provide an opportunity
for our priests to invite boys and single men in their
parishes—just like Saint Andrew did—to know Jesus
better through an evening of prayer, food, and
fellowship with the Bishop and with each other.
The Diocese of Dodge City just wrapped up five
Andrew Dinners:
• For high school students (hosted by parishes in
Plains, Ellinwood, and Lakin)
• For college students (over Christmas break at
Bishop John’s residence)
• For post-college men (also at Bishop’s residence)
In each case, the pastor or another of the parish
leaders invited these boys and single men to dinner
because it is clear in their lives that the Catholic Faith
means something to them. Many of them are (or

Bishop John B. Brungardt, Father Bernard
Felix and other priests visit with youth at
Photos by Steve Hessman an Andrew Dinner in Lakin.

Parishes with boys and single men
attending 2017 Andrew Dinners

each one of them that God has a unique plan for their
lives. For some, it is a call to sanctify the world through
marriage as husbands and dads. For others—and I would
• Cathedral of Our Lady of • St. Anthony of Padua,
dare to say more than just a couple of them—God has
Guadalupe, Dodge City
Liberal
made them from the very beginning to serve Him as a
• Immaculate Conception, • St. John the Baptist,
priest. One of our current seminarians was at an Andrew
Claflin
Meade
Dinner just one year ago!
• St. Joseph, Ellinwood
• St. Patrick, Plains
So obviously, one fruit of the dinners is a better
• St. Anthony, Fowler
• St. Joseph, Scott City
understanding
of God’s plan in our lives. But hopefully
• St. Dominic, Garden City • St. John the Baptist,
another
fruit,
especially
for our priests, is the value of
• St. Mary, Garden City
Spearville
invitation. Have you ever asked someone to consider
• Prince of Peace, Great
• St. Raphael, Syracuse
the priesthood? Or even asked someone to consider
Bend
• Mary Queen of Peace,
that God is the best path to complete happiness? One
• St. Stanislaus, Ingalls
Ulysses
amazing thing about the Andrew Dinner is that even
• St. Michael, La Crosse
• Lincoln, Neb.
if a guy chooses not to attend, the very fact that he
• St. Anthony, Lakin
knows that his priest or someone else in the parish sees
were) altar servers at Mass, are active in their youth group something good in him can leave a very positive, lasting
effect.
or campus ministry, spend time in Eucharistic adoration,
The Apostle Saint Andrew literally brought people to
or are committed to community service.
the Lord. My homeless friend Drew has done that also
After going to a number of Andrew Dinners, I can
for me. Hopefully you can be an “Andrew” too, and help
attest: we have some impressive disciples in and from
others to know Jesus.
our diocese! One of the goals of the evening is to remind
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Women of all ages invited to explore religious life
Editor’s Note: The following was
provided by the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Concordia, Kan.
uring what may be the busiest
weekend of the year at the Nazareth Motherhouse, the Sisters of
St. Joseph are inviting single, Catholic
women to join the festivities — and to
learn more about religious life.
For the second year, the Sisters have
scheduled the Weekend of Exploration
— set for June 8-10 — to coincide with
their Spring Assembly, “Profession Day”
an annual Jubilee celebration.
The reason for the timing, say the
three members of the sisters’ Vocations Team, is to give women who may
be interested in the diverse forms of
membership offered by the Concordia
congregation a chance to meet all the
Sisters of St. Joseph who “come home”
for this weekend each spring.
“The busiest weekend at the Motherhouse is the perfect weekend to have
guests,” said Sister Lorren Harbin, an
agrégée sister who lives in Fruita, Colo.
“Sisters from all over the states are
home and enjoying the Jubilee celebrations of years of service and new
members are with family and friends to
celebrate their vows of commitment as
well. It is a joyous time.”
The Weekend of Exploration begins
with supper Thursday evening, June 8,
and continues through Saturday eve-

D

ning, June 10.
On Saturday, the women participating will be invited to attend the special
“Profession Mass” in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at the Motherhouse.
Sister Dian Hall — one of the three
members of the Vocations Team — will
profess her final vows as a canonical
Sister of St. Joseph, while D.J. Rak of
Junction City, Kan., and Mary Jo Sullivan
of Norman, Okla., will profess their vows
as agrégée Sisters.
They also will be invited to stay for the
Jubilee Mass and celebration on Sunday,
June 11, honoring seven Sisters who
are marking significant anniversaries
of when they were received into the
congregation as novices. Together those
seven women represent 450 years of
love and service as Sisters of St. Joseph.
“The women here for the Weekend of
Exploration will experience a myriad of
experiences of our life, from the candidacy, to profession, to the Jubilee celebration of many, many years of fidelity.
It is a unique opportunity to experience
all aspects of religious life,” explained
Sister Dian, who lives in Cartersville, Ga.
“Although society tells us that nothing
lasts and promises are often broken, our
life tells a much different story of faithfulness and trust.”
In 2006, the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Concordia reached back to their roots in
Continued on Page 14

The Nazareth Motherhouse is at the end of Concordia’s main street.
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The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt, Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, with Father
Matthew Kumi, pastor, and 17 priests of the diocese, celebrated the Mass of Christian Burial
at st. Joseph Church in Liebenthal Feb. 28.

Father Herrman remembered
From Page 1
stated that he didn’t want to have any trouble. Father
Herrman asked if he had any evidence that there would
be any trouble and went on to say, “If they are good
enough to work here, they’re good enough to eat here.”
Father Herrman asked the man to think about it and
give him an answer in three days. When the man asked
why, Father Herman said that if they weren’t allowed
to eat here, he wouldn’t have a single Mexican family
on his milk route. Two days later, the man called to say
that the “Mexicans and blacks” could eat in his restaurant.
(Excerpt from the History of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish, Dodge City, 1982)
Gilbert Herrman, the son of Jacob and Mary (Heronema) Herrman, was born March 25, 1924, in La Crosse,
Kansas. He took his seminary studies at Conception
Seminary, Conception, Mo. He was ordained to the
priesthood April 21, 1949, by the Most Rev. Mark K. Carroll, bishop of Wichita, at St. Joseph Church, Liebenthal,
Kansas.
He served as an assistant pastor at St. John the
Evangelist, Hoisington; Sacred Heart, Frontenac; and
Sacred Heart, Pratt. He was a chaplain at Pratt County
Hospital, Pratt; St. Anthony Hospital, and St. Mary of the
Plains High School and College, all in Dodge City. He also
served as a temporary administrator at Sts. Peter and
Paul Parish, North Ellinwood, during his chaplaincy at St.
Mary of the Plains.
His pastorates included: Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Dodge City (1953-1960); Mary, Queen of Peace, Ulysses,
with chaplaincy at Bob Wilson Memorial Hospital (19601963); Holy Family, Odin (1963-1971); Sacred Heart,
Ness City (1971-1979); St. Joseph, Ellinwood (19791984); St. Joseph, Ashland (1984-1990), with Holy Spirit,
Coldwater (1987-1990); St. Anthony, Lakin, (1990-1999),
with Christ the King, Deerfield (1990-1993); and then
with St. Raphael, Syracuse (1993-1999).
Over the years, Father Herrman’s diocesan positions
included: Director of the Propagation of the Faith, Director of the Bishops’ War Relief; Director of the Thanksgiving Clothing Drive, Director of Catholic Charities and
Director of Catholic Social Service. He also served as the
state chaplain for the Knights of Columbus (1972-1974).
He was a member of the Knights of Columbus Council
7318 in Lakin.
Survivors include: three brothers, Paul Herrman, La
Crosse, Kansas, Ralph Herrman, Canon City, Colorado,
and Edward Herrman, Seattle, Washington; and three
sisters, Isabel Basgall, La Crosse, Kansas, Ruth Risser, La

Crosse, Kansas, and Edna Mehl,
Cypress, California.
He was preceded in death by
his parents; one brother, Leonard
Herrman; and four sisters, Esther
Boxler, Irene Raniszewski, Pauline
Sutton, and Abbie Rupp.
Memorials are suggested to
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church,
Liebenthal, Kansas, or Locust
Grove Village, La Crosse, in care of
Janousek Funeral Home, 719 Pine
Street, P.O. Box 550, La Crosse,
Kansas 67548.

Photos by Tim Wenzl

“If they are good enough
to work here, they’re good
enough to eat here.”
-- Father Gilbert Herrman
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Cuaresma ‘Cuando des limosna...’

E
+ JOHN B. BRUNGARDT
Obispo de Dodge City

l Santo Tiempo de Cuaresma está en
marcha. Jesús nos habla de tres prácticas espirituales en el Evangelio del
Miércoles de Ceniza: la oración, el ayuno y
la limosna (Mateo 6, 1-6; 16-18). Mi homilía del Miércoles de Ceniza este año se
centró en la limosna. A menudo Jesús nos
enseñó en las escrituras acerca de la necesidad de ser generosos en el reparto de los
recursos financieros: Lucas 12, 32-34; Mark
12, 41-44; Marcos 10, 17-22; Lucas 12, 15.
¿Cuáles son algunas de las razones por las
que nos aferramos al dinero?
El papa Francisco predicó sobre el dar
limosnas (5 de marzo de 2014): La limosna

“indica la gratuidad, porque en la limosna
se da a alguien de quien no se espera recibir algo a cambio. ... La limosna nos ayuda
a vivir la gratuidad del don, que es libertad de la obsesión del poseer, del miedo
a perder lo que se tiene, de la tristeza de
quien no quiere compartir con los demás el
propio bienestar”.
Necesito una conversión continua en mi
vida con respecto al dinero. Mi obsesión
de poseer tiene que ver con los libros y la
tecnología: Estoy tratando de poseer menos. Tengo miedo de perder lo que tengo:
He comenzado a dar algunas posesiones.
Mi tristeza debido al materialismo y la

codicia: cuando doy limosna, soy bendecido con la alegría y la paz.
Abramos nuestros corazones a dar limosna en esta Cuaresma y después, sobre
todo a los más necesitados. Discernamos
el llamado de Dios a compartir nuestros
recursos con la campaña “Ministerios
Vibrantes: Uniendo nuestra Iglesia” para la
diócesis. Volvamos a darle la justa prioridad al dinero en nuestra vida. Jesús, que
vino a este mundo sin posesiones, y se fue
con ninguna posesión, nos ayudará: ¡Él nos
ama tanto!

+ Monseñor John, obispo

Buscando la cara de Cristo

Declaración Solidaria de los Obispos de Kansas Sobre Refugiados e Inmigración

E

n recientes años nuestra Nación ha experimentado
dolorosos actos de violencia y terrorismo. Después
de los ataques del 9/11 (11 septiembre, 2001) sobre
el Centro de Comercio Mundial (World Trade Center),
está claro que hay personas fuera como también dentro
de nuestras fronteras que nos quieren hacer daño. Realmente, la mayoría de los actos terroristas cometidos en
los Estados Unidos son por personas que son de este país.
Esta historia reciente claramente revela una necesidad
inmediata de proteger a nuestros ciudadanos.
Es una responsabilidad importante de nuestro Presidente y de los líderes del gobierno proteger la seguridad
del pueblo americano. Es razonable que la nueva Administración conduzca una revista de los procedimientos
corrientes de conducir una verificación de antecedentes
de refugiados, especialmente de naciones donde la inquietud e inestabilidad doméstica hace difícil conducir
verificaciones de antecedentes dignos de confianza. Sin
embargo, nuestra respuesta a los males del pasado y del
presente también debe esforzarse para ser consistente
con nuestros profundos valores apreciados americanos
de dar la bienvenida a los refugiados y a los inmigrantes
que son parte del mero tejido de nuestra historia e identidad nacional.
Mientras reconocemos que es esencial que medidas
prudentes sean tomadas para proteger la seguridad de los
ciudadanos americanos, no podemos quedarnos indiferentes a la situación de los refugiados, muchos de ellos,
niños, que salen de sus países destrozados por la guerra,
carteles de drogas, señores guerreros que construyen
ejércitos compuestos de niños y otras condiciones horríficas. Aún una detención temporal de nuestros programas
para refugiados pueden poner en riesgo a muchas vidas
inocentes. Es por eso, el porqué es obligatorio que la Administración ponga en lugar, tan pronto posible, un mejor
proceso para conducir verificaciones de antecedentes
que proteja la seguridad de los ciudadanos americanos
mientras que al mismo tiempo sea compasiva y generosa
en dar la bienvenida a los refugiados de los meros lugares
donde sus vidas están en más riesgo.
En cuanto a nuestras leyes migratorias, hay un consenso amplio donde inmigrantes indocumentados que
son miembros de pandillas, que están envueltos en los
carteles de drogas y/o que son criminales violentos deben
ser deportados. Sin embargo, no es correcto o justo caracterizar a la mayoría de los inmigrantes indocumentados
como criminales violentos. Una deportación en masa de
la gran mayoría de los inmigrantes indocumentados, que
trabajan duro y contribuyen positivamente a la sociedad
americana, resultaría en caos e inquietud en nuestras
comunidades como también una pesadilla de derechos
humanos con familias separadas, niños separados de sus
padres y jóvenes expulsados de la única nación que han

conocido.
Nosotros apoyamos medidas que aseguren nuestras
fronteras, paren la creciente de drogas ilegales y protejan
la seguridad de ciudadanos americanos. También aplaudimos los esfuerzos de reforma de las leyes migratorias
para mejor servir a ciudadanos e inmigrantes por igual. Al
mismo tiempo, le pedimos al Presidente que aclare, como
recientes declaraciones parecen implicar, que no es su
intención de aumentar las deportaciones de inmigrantes
indocumentados que son buenos trabajadores y que no
han cometido serios crímenes. Nosotros urgimos al Presi-

a nosotros en el inmigrante y el refugiado.”
Estamos deseosos de asistir a la Administración con la
colocación de los refugiados y dar la bienvenida a los inmigrantes. El Arzobispo José H. Gómez de Los Angeles, Vice
Presidente la la Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de
los Estados Unidos, refleja la inquietud de muchos de los
obispos de nuestra nación en su declaración que “nuestra
misión cristiana está clara - somos llamados a escuchar el
llanto del pobre y somos llamados a abrir nuestras puertas
al estranjero que toca, y ver el rostro de Cristo que viene
a nosotros en el inmigrante y el refugiado.”

dente y al Congreso que ejerzan su liderazgo, además de
asegurar nuestras fronteras, a desarrollar leyes migratorias
generosas y prudentes que acomodan como sea posible
a individuos que deseen ganar la ciudadanía o trabajar
legalmente en nuestro país.
Estamos deseosos de asistir a la Administración con
la colocación de los refugiados y dar la bienvenida a los
inmigrantes. El Arzobispo José H. Gómez de Los Angeles,
Vice Presidente la Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de
los Estados Unidos, refleja la inquietud de muchos de los
obispos de nuestra nación en su declaración que “nuestra
misión cristiana está clara - somos llamados a escuchar el
llanto del pobre y somos llamados a abrir nuestras puertas
al extranjero que toca, y ver el rostro de Cristo que viene

Reverendísimo Joseph F. naumann
Arzobispo de Kansas City de Kansas
Reverendísimo John B. Brungardt
Obispo de Dodge City
Reverendísimo Edward J. Weisenburger
Obispo de Salina
Reverendísimo Carl A. Kemme
Obispo de Wichita
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Rito de Elección y Llamado a la Conversión Continua 2017
Nota del Editor: La siguiente es la homilía del Obispo
Brungardt en el Rito de Elección y Llamado a la Conversión
Continua. Para ver más fotos busque la Pagina 2. Docenas
de fotos están disponibles gratis para compartir en www.
dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic.
Por OBISPO JOHN B. BRUNGARDT
A. introducción.
Les damos la bienvenida, nuestros catecúmenos a
nuestro Rito de Elección, y nuestros candidatos a nuestro
Llamado a la Conversión Continua. También les damos la
bienvenida a los espónsores, catequistas, miembros de
la familia, amistades, sacerdotes, diáconos, religiosas y
los ministros litúrgicos que prepararon y ayudaron con
esta liturgia. Esta es verdaderamente una celebración
diocesano de nuestras cuarenta y ocho (48) parroquias
en los veintiocho (28) condados en el Suroeste de Kansas.
¡Yo, como su obispo de la Diócesis Católica de Dodge City,
les doy la bienvenida a todos ustedes!
B. “Arrepiéntete y cree en el Evangelio.”
Espero que estuvieron libres para celebrar el Miércoles
de Ceniza cuatro días atrás. Este primer día del tiempo
ecclesial de Cuaresma es una de las más queridas celebraciones del año. Todos son bienvenidos a recibir la ceniza
en sus frentes, simbolizando que estamos aquí en esta
tierra un corte tiempo y tenemos un destino eterno; que
lamentamos nuestros pecados; y que actos de penitencia
nos ayudarán en nuestra jornada hacía el Señor.
El sacerdote o otro ministro reza estas palabras:
“Acuérdate de que eres polvo y al polvo has de
volver.”
O:
“Arrepiéntete y cree en el Evangelio.”
La segunda formula viene de las meras palabras de Jesús
en nuestro Evangelio de hoy, de San Marcos capítulo 1.
C. Cambio -- Conversión.
Cambio -- no nos gusta esa palabra. Nos gustan las
cosas como están; me preocupo de ¿cómo el cambio me
afectará; me hará sufrir el cambio? Jesús muchas veces
nos enseñó “no tengan miedo.” Esta enseñanza significa
que Jesús siempre estará con nosotros, ayudándonos y
consolándonos, hasta en tiempos de cambio.

Peregrinage a
Italia del 3 al 11
de Marzo, 2018
Peregrinage dirigido por
Padre Aneesh Vicario de la
Catedral and Norma Álvarez,
Directora de Educación Religiosa de la Catedral.
Cost: $3000.00 (boleto de
avión incluido)
Para mas información comuníquese a Proximo al (855)
842-8001 o visite este website:
https://www.proximotravel.
com/trip-store/?action=trip_r
egistration&tripid=5161. También puede comunicarse con
Norma Álvarez a la oficina de
la Catedral 620-225-4802.

Candidatos
Arrepiéntete -- ¡esto en un cambio grande en nuestras
vidas!
Cree en en Evangelio -- ¡esto es por qué estamos aquí
hoy!
A lo que todo esto llega es la:
Conversión. La conversión quiere decir que nos quedamos en el camino de Dios para nosotros. La conversión
significa, con la gracia de Dios, decir que nos arrepentimos
por nuestros pecados. La conversión significa, día tras día,
cambiar para ser más como Cristo. La conversión significa
amar a Dios con todo nuestro corazón, mente y fuerza y
amar a nuestro prójimo y amarnos a nosotros mismos.
Mientras continúan con su preparación para la Vigilia
Pascual y más allá de ello, pídanle a Jesús en sus oraciones
de qué manera ustedes son llamados a la Conversión.
Algunos ejemplos posibles:
-- ¡disfruten más de sus comidas con familia y sin celulares (smart phones)!
-- visiten a un miembro de la familia, un amigo/amiga
o parroquianos que están enfermos.
-- den su diezmo y su limosna a la parroquia y a personas necesitadas.

Catecúmenos
-- con una sonrisa, den la bienvenida a cada persona
que conozcan.
-- continúen aprendiendo de Jesús y su fe católica.
-- rezen con la Bibia cada día - a menos un verso.
-- ámen a Dios, a su prójimo y a ustedes mismos.
-- pídanle siempre a nuestro Jesús Tierno por su ayuda.
D. Conclusión.
Bienvenidos a este regalo del Dios de la Conversión,
mientras continúan su jornada de fe. Estén seguros de mis
oraciones por ustedes, como su obispo, mientras ustedes
continúan hacia la gran celebración de la Vigilia Pascual.
¡Jesús estará con ustedes; nuestro Salvador Amado los
ama más de lo que puedan pedir o imaginar!

Papa Francisco: ¿Qué ayuno debemos hacer en Cuaresma?

V

ATICANO (ACI).- En la Misa
matutina en la Casa Santa
Marta, el Papa Francisco afirmó que el verdadero ayuno en
Cuaresma es ayudar a los otros
y criticó la actitud hipócrita de
algunos respecto a la limosna.
El verdadero ayuno en
nuestros días “¿no consistirá
en compartir el pan con el
hambriento, en introducir en
casa a los pobres, sintecho, en
vestir a uno que ves desnudo
sin ayuda de sus parientes?”,
se preguntó Francisco.
El Papa explicó las lecturas
del día, que hablan “de la
penitencia que somos invitados a hacer en este tiempo de
Cuaresma”. Así, en la primera
de ellas, Dios reprueba la falsa

religiosidad de los hipócritas
que ayunan mientras hacen
sus propios negocios y oprimen
al resto.
“Es un ayuno para hacerse
ver o para sentirse justo, pero
al mismo tiempo he hecho injusticias, no soy justo, exploto
a la gente. ‘Pero soy generoso,
haré una hermosa ofrenda a
la Iglesia’. ‘Pero dime, ¿pagas
lo justo a tus empleados de
hogar?, ¿a tus dependientes
les pagas en negro?, ¿o como
dicta la ley para que puedan
dar de comer a sus hijos?’”.
Cuando no se paga lo justo,
“tomamos de nuestras penitencias, nuestros gestos de
oración, de ayuno, de limosna,
tomamos una tangente: la

Sesiones de conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido
víctima de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier
empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al
correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva
siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a
Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y volun-

tarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones
de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register
y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.

tangente de la vanidad, del
hacernos ver. Y eso no es
autenticidad, es hipocresía. Por
eso cuando Jesús dice: ‘Cuando
oren háganlo a escondidas,
cuando den limosna no hagan
sonar la trompeta, cuando
ayunen no lo hagan con tristeza’, es lo mismo que si dijese:
‘Por favor, cuando hagan una
obra buena no tomen
la tangente de esta
obra buena, es
solo para el
Padre’”.
“Pensemos
en estas
palabras,
pensemos
en nuestro
corazón, como

nosotros ayunamos, oramos,
damos limosna. Y también nos
ayudará pensar qué siente un
hombre después de una cena,
que ha pagado 200 euros, por
ejemplo, y regresa a casa y ve
un hambriento y no lo mira y
continúa caminando. Nos hará
bien pensar en ello”.

Dodge City – Español/Spanish
Domingo, 2 de Abril, 2017
De: 3:00 – 6:00 pm
Catedral Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe
St. Augustine
3231 N. 14th Avenue
Dodge City, KS 67801
Persona a Llamar/PGC Facilitadora: Norma Alvarez
(620) 225-4802
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Women of all ages invited to
explore religious life
Continued from Page 10

are invited to contact any of the Vocations Team members:
Sister Dian Hall, at 770-546-6461 or
dianhall5@yahoo.com

17th century France and re-established
a type of committed spiritual life for
women known as “agrégées.”
An agrégée
— pronounced
ah-gre-ZHEY — did
not make vows of
poverty, chastity
and obedience. But
she lived according
to the rules of the
Sisters of St. Joseph,
and was recognized by the local
people and the local
churches as a Sister
of St. Joseph.
Agrégée sisters
are defined as single
Sister Marcia Allen, president of the Sisters of St. Joseph,
Catholic women
Concordia, greets Pope Francis.
(who may be never
Sister Lorren Harbin, at 970-260married or widowed, or who have had
2287 or LHarbincsj@gmail.com
their marriage annulled) who commit
Sister Pat Eichner, at 785-243-4428
themselves to active and inclusive love
or
eichnerpat@csjkansas.org.
of God and the dear neighbor as exMore
information about the Sisters
pressed in the spirit and spirituality of
of
St.
Joseph
of Concordia also is availthe Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia.
able
at
www.csjkansas.org
and faceIn almost every aspect, they are viewed
book.com/CSJKansas.
as members of the congregation.
Women interested in learning more

Pilgrimage to Italy, March 2018

F

ather Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS,
parochial vicar of the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, and Norma Alvarez,
cathedral Director of Religious Education,
will lead a nine-day pilgrimage to Rome,
Assisi, Tuscany, Florence and Venice on
March 3-11, 2018.

The cost for the pilgrimage is $3,000,
which includes airfare. For more information contact Proximo at (855) 842-8001, or
Alvarez at (620) 225-4802.
More information will be included in
upcoming issues of the the SKC.

Led by Father Aneesh
Parappanattu, MSFS,
and Norma Alvarez, the
pilgrimage will include
visits to historic sites in
Rome, Assisi, Tuscany,
Florence and Venice.

Help for those with gaming addictions
Do you need help with a gambling/gaming addiction? You’re not alone. Don’t
wait until the addiction takes a serious toll on your life. Call for help and join
thousands of people who are seeking help for their struggle.
KSgamblingHelp.com 800-522-4700 Kansas Alliance for for
Responsible Gambling

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

T

Pr�tecting G�d’s C�i�dren

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all
employees and volunteers who work
with children to participate in a Protecting
God’s Children awareness session. Through
the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and
other educational efforts of the diocese,
all people of the diocese can learn how to
discuss different aspects of abuse -- including sexual abuse -- with children and how
to teach them to protect themselves.
Currently scheduled sessions:
Dodge City – English
Sunday, April 2, 2017
From: 3-6 p.m.
Cathedral our Lady of guadalupe
social Center
3231 N. 14th Avenue
Dodge City, KS 67801

Contact Person: Jodi Lix (620) 225-4802
PGC Facilitator: Sharon Stuart (620) 2255164.
For updated listings, visit www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.

Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have
been a victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of
Dodge City, you are asked to contact Dave
Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620)
225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have
the right to directly contact the Department
for Children and Families/Kansas Protection
Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-9225330.

Do you have an alcohol or drug addiction?

I

t may seem impossible -- a prison in
which you hold the key, yet you can’t
unlock the door. Alcohol and drugs are
like that -- they can place a seemingly
insurmountable wall between you, and
hope and joy ... and recovery.
Here’s the thing: As deep as you think
you are in the hell created by addiction,
your life can be turned right-side-up
again. Hope can rule the day instead of
despair. Joy can again enter your life each

morning when you wake up, instead of
shame or remorse.
If you have, or think you may have, an
alcohol or drug addiction, know that you
can be healed, that the hell of today can
be made ancient history.
For help, call Catholic Charities of SW
Kansas at (620) 227-1584, or call the national SAMHSA helpline, 1-800-662-4357
(HELP).
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Pope Francis: Access to

water is a ‘basic human right’
By HANNAH BROCKHAUS
atican City (CNA/EWTN
News) - A Vatican seminar
on water held in late February
highlighted the complex challenges faced around the world
in making the basic human
right to water a reality for all
people.
Reliable access to safe and
clean water for everyone is an
issue close to the heart of the
Church. Hosted by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences..., the
workshop brought together
scientists, scholars, business
and non-profit leaders, clergy,
and educators for an “interdisciplinary discussion.”
Participants agreed that
there is a fundamental human
right to water, but differed on
the exact approach to take
to combat the issue. Overall,
the major problem isn’t the
resource, several noted, but
its distribution.
Participants highlighted the
issue’s interconnectedness to
other worldwide problems,
such as poverty and gender
equality. Difficult or limited access to water, especially clean
water, contributes strongly to
poverty and increased susceptibility to disease.
It also becomes an issue
of gender equality in some
countries, when women are
forced to give up education
because of the many hours
a day they spend retrieving
clean water for their families.
In older cities, the problem is
often a lack of infrastructure,
which old roads and buildings
make difficult to rectify.
Because each country and
even each community has
its own challenges regarding
the distribution of safe water,
many proposals at the seminar focused on working with
people and organizations in
the communities themselves
to solve problems on as local
a level as possible.
Father Peter Hughes, a priest
of the missionary society of St.
Columban, said that “The right
to water that’s now in crisis,
the basic human right, has to
do with the common good. So
therefore, the ethical question is absolutely central,” he
emphasized.
“The ethical common good
approach precludes any attempt to privatize water,”
which would be, he said, “to the
detriment of people” and their
need for water to stay alive.
In his opinion, water is not just
a social and ecological problem,
but an economic one.

V

“And now, as Pope Francis says, we have
to understand that the economic crisis and
the victims, which are the poor, is also
very much linked to the ecological crisis.
We can no longer speak of two separate
crises,” he said.
“That is where we can better understand how water has become a mercantile
object, subject to market forces, to the
detriment of people and to the detriment
of the environment.”
The ethical responsibility humanity has
toward water comes “from the heart of
the Christian message.”
“We have been entrusted by the God of
life,” Father Hughes explained, “to care for
water, which means to care for life, to care
for people, to care for all of creation, not
just for human beings, but human beings
as part of creation.
“The Church has a moral responsibility to
care for water and to ensure that people
have water,” he said, and “this particularly
has to do with the Church’s responsibility
to the poor.”
Pope Francis addressed participants in

the seminar Feb. 24,
reaffirming that water is
indeed a basic human right.
“Our right to water is also a duty to water,”
he said. “Our right to water gives rise to an
inseparable duty. We are obliged to proclaim
this essential human right and to defend it
– as we have done – but we also need to
work concretely to bring about political and
juridical commitments in this regard.
“The questions that you are discussing
are not marginal, but basic and pressing,”
he told participants. “Basic, because where
there is water there is life, making it possible for societies to arise and advance.
Pressing, because our common home
needs to be protected.
“God the Creator does not abandon us
in our efforts to provide access to clean
drinking water to each and to all,” he
continued.
“With the ‘little’ we have, we will be
helping to make our common home a more
livable and fraternal place, where none are
rejected or excluded, but all enjoy the goods
needed to live and to grow in dignity.”

Pope appeals for South Sudan

Right now “a fratricidal conﬂict joins a severe food crisis that condemns
to death by hunger millions of people, including many children,” the Pope
observed, calling for action.

A

t the end of his Feb. 22 general audience, Pope Francis made an appeal
for “the martyred South Sudan,” where
millions of people are dying of hunger
due to a food crisis brought on by the
country’s drawn-out internal conflict.
Right now “a fratricidal conflict joins
a severe food crisis that condemns to
death by hunger millions of people,
including many children,” the Pope observed, and calling for action.
Just within the past few weeks a famine was declared in areas of South Sudan
as some 100,000 people face starvation
and another 1 million are described as
being on the brink of famine, according
to the World Food Programme (WFP).
According to both WFP and FAO (Food
and Agriculture Organization of the

United Nations) sources, the number
of people facing hunger is expected to
increase to 5.5 million by July if nothing
is done to curb the food crisis.
However, the agencies report that if
adequate food assistance is urgently
delivered to the suffering areas, the situation can be improved and further crisis
averted.
In his appeal, Pope Francis said that
right now “it is more needed than ever”
for everyone to commit to not stopping
with declarations, “but to give real food
aid and to allow that it reach the suffering populations.”
“May the Lord sustain these brothers of ours and those who work to help
them,” he said, and gave his blessing
before closing the audience.
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Overcome divisions
to protect God’s
creation, bishops
ask U.S. government

W

ashington D.C. (CNA/EWTN News) - The
United States government has the opportunity to overcome political divisions and respond
effectively to climate change, the nation’s bishops
wrote in a letter to the Secretary of State.
“The Judeo-Christian tradition has always understood the environment to be a gift from God,” the
bishops said. “From time immemorial, the people
of our nation have recognized this gift in our abundant and beautiful lands, pristine waters and clear
skies. Rooted in this tradition, Pope Francis called
on the world’s leaders to come together to protect
the gift of our common home.”
The Feb. 17 letter to Secretary of State Rex Tillerson was signed by Bishop Oscar Cantu of Las
Cruces, chair of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on
International Justice and Peace; Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice, chair of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Justice and Human Development; and Sean
L. Callahan, president of Catholic Relief Services.
“We have one common home, and we must
protect it,” the letter said.
Its authors lamented that environmental issues
can be “politicized for partisan agendas and used
in public discourse to serve different economic,
social, political and ideological interests.”
However, they said, Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato si’ has invited everyone “to rise above these
unhelpful divisions.” The Pope has rejected “a narrow understanding of climate change that excludes
natural factors and other causes.”
The bishops said human-caused climate change
is widely recognized, as is the importance to help
communities and nations adapt in response.
“The poor and vulnerable disproportionately suffer from hurricanes, floods, droughts, famines and
water scarcities,” they said.
Efforts to adapt to climate change must be accompanied by efforts to mitigate human contributions to climate change. The bishops stressed the
importance of U.S. leadership and commitment
to the international agreement on climate change
signed in Paris in 2015. They called that agreement
a “key step” to goals like curtailing carbon emissions and assisting vulnerable populations in the
United States.
The bishops asked Tillerson to support the
Green Climate Fund that helps developing nations
build resilience to climate change and recover
from negative climate change impact.
They also called for an “energy revolution” that
could provide sustainable, efficient and clean
energy in a way that is “affordable, accessible and
equitable.”
“This will require ingenuity, investment and
enterprise, all virtues of the American people. Our
leading scientists and engineers, research institutions and energy companies have already made
great strides towards developing affordable clean
energy,” the bishops’ letter said.
The United States has the opportunity to achieve
energy security and assert global leadership in
growing sustainable energy capabilities through
infrastructure and technological investment, they
continued.
“This is a time of both uncertainty and significant
opportunity for our nation and world,” the bishops
told Tillerson. “Filled with hope in God, we pray
that your work may contribute to America’s material, social and spiritual wealth and further solidarity across the world.”
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

DAN REED, FICF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce
(785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood,
Hoisington, Olmitz,
Russell, Claflin,
Ellsworth

ADAM CEBULA

DARIN REED,
FICF
(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell
Ransom

GEORGE SPINELLI,

(785) 728-2147
FICF, LUTCF,
oﬃce
CLU
(785) 871-1991
(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
Goodland, Colby,
(785) 650-3404 cell
Marienthal, Scott
St.
John, Seward, Great
City, Sharon Springs,
Bend, Kinsley
St. Francis, Tribune,
Garden City

TYLER MEYER,
FICF
(785) 726-4899
Kingman, Sharon,
Willowdale, St. Leo,
Pratt, Danville, Medicine Lodge, Kiowa,
Greensburg

SHAUN
LINENBERGER

(785) 301-2676
oﬃce
(785) 623-8716 cell
Larned, La Crosse,
Olmitz

For more
information on
a career with
the Knights of
Columbus,
contact George
Spinelli at
(785) 726-4899.

DAN ORDONEZ

(620) 260-0962
Garden City, Plains,
Liberal, Ulysses,
Ingalls, Elkart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakins,
Syracuse, Satanta

Check out our website!

D.J. REBEL

(913) 687-0164
Spearville, Wright,
Dodge City, Ashland,
Ness City, Jetmore

• • • kofcinsuranceks.com
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DoWn
1 Good News
2 “If anyone says, “I
love God,” and hates his
brother, he is a ___” (I Jn
4:20)
3 Word on a biblical
wall
4 Patriarch of a tribe
of Israel
5 Priests’ house
6 “For our ___, he was

crucified…”
7 Sacraments group
8 The Church is the
___ of Christ
15 Catholic author of
The Father Brown Mysteries
16 Road to the altar?
18 Judah, for example
20 According to I Thessalonians, we will meet
the Lord in this (with

“the”)
23 “I ___ in God, the
Father Almighty…”
24 Day on which God
rested
27 ___ Press
28 “___ us peace”
30 Cap under a nun’s
veil
31 Husband of Eve
32 Catholic actor and
crooner, Crosby

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS
TEASER THE FIRST: What
do the three words/
phrases have in common?
Example: A car - A tree
- An elephant:they all have
trunks.
1. Year - Address - Scrap
2. Trains - Teapots - Referees
3. Statues - Turkeys - Initials

4. A Rooster - A Barber
Shop - A Beehive
5. Pick-up - Fire - 4x4
6. Jump - Swim - Three
Piece
7. McDonalds - St. Louis - A
Foot
8. Mud - Pot - Coconut
9. Rock - Table - Epsom
10. New - Full - Crescent
11. Cup - cup - cup

TEASER THE SECOND:
Example: Common Firm
Their Rain = Come In From
The Rain
1. Calm Hunger Hound

2. Calm Tooth Hen Cove Fit
3. Capped Tin Can Grew
4. Caress Tougher Clump Us
5. Cause Mid Ticks Urge
Jury

st. seBastian’s sodUKo

Call us today at the following locations:

ACRoss
4 “Whoever corrects
the arrogant ___ insults”
(Prov 9:7)
9 Biblical food
10 Saul’s general
11 OT historical book
12 What Judas was in
charge of
13 Some houses
14 Surname of Pope
John Paul I
17 The Mass is one
19 Mary’s visit to Elizabeth is celebrated on the
31st of this month
21 David is their patron
saint
22 Query found in Matthew
23 Some Carmelites
(abbr.)
25 Catholic former Republican National Committee Chairman
26 Characteristic of
God
29 Take communion
31 Place for sacred vessels
33 Land in which Cain
settled
34 She renamed herself Mara
35 Declare a marriage
invalid
36 “…bone of my bones
and ___…” (Gen 2:23)

TEASER THE THIRD:
Seven dogs were boarding at the local
Pet Lodge. Each dog was in a separate run,
all in a single row. One of the employees
left the cages unlocked and the dogs have
all gotten out of their runs. She needs to
put each of them back in the right cage,
but this is all she remembers. Help her get
them in the right cages.
Dogs: Beau, Duke, Fluffy, Lady, Princess,
Rover, and Spike
1. Spike doesn’t like other dogs much, so
he was on one of the ends.
2. Princess was somewhere to the left of
Beau.
3. Rover was in the third run from the
right.
4. The only dog between Fluffy and Lady
was Princess.
5. Duke was directly to the left
of Lady.
(Left) To solve a Soduko, fill in
the table so that the numbers
from 1 to 9 will be in each
column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct
solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
columna debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada
cuadrado 3x3 debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of
sodukooftheday.com.
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priests on the prairie
Father Joseph Cyrille Ferdinand Corrivault
Died March 17, 1907

...His mission stations included: St. Patrick’s Harper, and the
Catholic communities
in Kiowa and Medicine Lodge, both in
Barber County (Dodge
City territory).

J

oseph Cyrille Ferdinand Corrivault
was born in Saint-Michel de Bellechasse, Quebec, Canada, June 9,
1850. He studied the classics at Levis College in Quebec and took his
seminary studies at the Grand Seminary of Quebec and the Seminary of
St. Charles. He was ordained to the
priesthood for the Diocese of Sherbrooke by the Most Rev. Antoine Racine on Aug. 24, 1878.1
Father Corrivault was a professor
at the Sherbrooke Seminary from
1878 to 1879. His pastoral assignments included Saint Edmond de
Coaticook; Saint Pierre de La Patrie;
Notre-Dame-des-Bois; Saint Leon de
Val-Racine; Saint Luce de Disrael and
Saint Praxede de Wolfe.2
In retirement, Father Corrivault
served as a missionary priest in Kansas in the Wichita and Concordia
(now Salina) dioceses.
He was pastor at St. Rose of Lima,

(now Immaculate Conception), Danville, from 1894 to 1896. During this
time his mission stations included:
St. Patrick’s Harper, and the Catholic
communities in Kiowa and Medicine
Lodge, both in Barber County (Dodge
City territory).
Father Corrivault also served in the
Diocese of Concordia (now Salina) at
St. Paul’s, Delphos, in Ottawa Co., and
Sacred Heart, Zurich, in Rooks Co.. In
1905 he left Kansas and served one
year in Rochester, N.H.
Father Corrivlault was curate at
Notre Dame de Ham, Quebec from
1906 until he died on March 17, 1907.
He is buried in the parish cemetery.
1
Archidiocèse de Sherbrooke, Obituaire du clergé 1874-1993, 1993, p.
18.
2
Allaire, J.-B.-A., Dictionnaire biographique du clergé canadien-français, vol. I : Les Anciens (Montréal,
1910), p. 132.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Pope Francis’
Monthly intentions;
March 2017

support for
Persecuted Christians
That persecuted Christians may
be supported by the prayers and
material help of the whole Church.

“Let us ask Our Lady, in a very special way: Mary, mother of Jesus, be
a mother to each of us, that we, like
you, may be pure in heart, that we,
like you, love Jesus; that we, like you,
serve the poorest for we are all poor.
First let us love our neighbors and so
fulfill God’s desire that we become
carriers of his love and compassion.”
-- Mother Teresa

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437
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SKC dates,
deadlines
March 26/March 15
April 16/April 5
April 30/April 19
May 14/May 3
May 28/May 17
June 11/May 31
July 16/July 5
Aug. 13/July 16
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6
Dates are subject to
change.

Would you like to submit
a story, story idea, photo,
or photo idea to the Southwest Kansas Catholic? Contact Dave at skregister@
dcdiocese.org, or call (620)
227-1519.

ANSWERS

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Issue date/
deadline

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
BENEDICT XVI
Z G V A

T

I
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ARCHBISHOP
CARDINAL
CONCLAVE
CURIA
D EA N

DOCTRINE
GERMANY
HOLY FATHER
POPE
PROFESSOR

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

P

F

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

E

T

F O F

Largest
Selection of

E R P O C

B H O K A U A C D W L
E

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

V

RATZINGER
ROME
THEOLOGY
VATICAN II
VICAR

www.idonnelly.com

FORD COUNTY FEEDYARD, INC.
OFFICE

369-2252 or 227-8647
Ford, Kansas
Mgr. Geo. Herrmann 369-2255
Cattle Sales & Procurement

FEEDING CATTLE IS OUR BUSINESS

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month

New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com
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G
L
O L I V
S
A
P U R S
E
L U C I
H
P O E T
S
S T E
E
G
R E
R
A
T
N A O M
N
T

M
E A
E
P
N E H
R E
E
A
A N I
I
M A
S
I
L
B R
E L E
L
C E I V
O
E
I
V
F L E S

R N S
I
E
A B N
C
K
I
T R E A T
O
I
R I T U A
Y
R
T
I S I
S
B
O
E T E R N
V
E
A M B
N O D
I
T
A N N
H
M
G

A L
O
R Y
O
U L
A
T I
L
B
E R
I
D
E

FIRST:
1. Books
2. They have whistles
3. They’re carved
4. They all have combs
5. Trucks
6. Suits
7. They all have arches
8. Pies
9. Salts
10. Moons
11. They’re all cups. (Heh,
heh)
SECOND:
1. Common Ground
2. Come to Think of It
3. Captain Kangaroo
4. Christopher Columbus
5. Cosmetic Surgery
THIRD:
Duke-Lady-Princess-FluffyRover-Beau-Spike
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Darlow Lampe, brother of Deacon Dwaine, dies

D

arlow Victor Lampe, 82, of St. John the Baptist Parish,
Spearville, died March 2, 2017. He was the brother of
Deacon Dwaine Lampe. He served his country in the U.S.
Army as Military Police at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio,
Texas. For the last 17 years he was an active member of
Dodge City Roundup and served as caretaker of Dodge City
Roundup Rodeo Arena. He was a member of the Knights
of Columbus. He loved to tell stories, “most of which were
not true”, and he loved to hunt and fish.
Darlow is survived by his wife Patty of Dodge City; a
daughter, Kerry and husband Rod Ackerman of Goodland;
four sons, Kelly Lampe of Bucklin, Kent and wife Becky
Lampe of Dodge City, Kurt and wife Nadine Lampe of
Spearville, and Darlow Anthony (Tony) and wife Michelle
Lampe of Spearville; and daughter-in-law, Judi Lampe; his
12 grandchildren, Brian Lampe and Elizabeth McKinney,
Brandon Lampe and Cristina Vargas, Dawn and Scott Burke,
Dustin Lampe and fiance Jessica Konrade, Justin Lampe and
fiancé Krissy Pulkrabeck, Jory Lampe, Austin Lampe, Kyle
Ackerman, Tarah Ackerman and fiance Jason Krayca, Caden
and Megan Ackerman, Cory Lampe and Sierra Fabrizius,
and Jessica and Greg Bradford; the light of his life, four
great grandchildren, Hailey Burke, Scott Burke Jr., Addison
Konrade-Shearer, and Cydney Lampe; the “orneriest two
brothers alive”, Dwaine and wife Louise Lampe of Spearville
and Leander and wife Cindy Lampe of Mustang Oklahoma;
and one sister, Ganell Jacobs of Fort Worth, Texas.
He was preceded in death by his parents, three brothers,
Quentin (Bud) Lampe, Cletus Lampe, and Darrell (Boog)
Lampe and four sisters, Beatrice (Beets) Frank, Mildred

Schaffer, Ethel Rita Stein, and Frozine
Greene.
Vigil service was held at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church on March 5. Father John Forkuoh presided. Burial was
at St. John’s Cemetery with military rites
by Howard Gotschall V.F.W. Post 1714
and KSARNG Military Honors. Memorials
are suggested to Dodge City Roundup in
care of the funeral home. Thoughts and
memories may be shared in the online
guest book at www.swaimfuneralhome.
com.

Evangelist Parish, Hoisington, died Feb. 25, 2017.
Hammerschmidt worked for Fuller Brush for 39
years, retiring in 2012. She was a member of the
Altar Society. Her husband, Elwyn Dean Hammerschmidt, preceded her in death on May 11, 2011.
Survivors include a daughter, Angela Oberle; son,
Michael Spainhoward; one grandson; and two
great grandsons; stepdaughter, Sheila Barnett;
brother, Robert Gerritzen; sister, Theresa Gerritzen; sister-in-law, Joyce Gerritzen; two nieces and
a nephew. Father Anselm Eke presided.
Ronald John “Ron” Staudinger, 81, of Prince
of Peace Parish died Feb. 25, 2017. Staudinger
graduated from St. Benedict’s College, Atchison.
He served in the Army Reserves. He and his wife,
Joan, lived on and farmed at the family farm near
Beaver for 34 years before moving to Great Bend
in 1997. He was a member of the Knights of Columbus Council #2630 at Odin. Staudinger also
had served on the Beaver Township Board. He is
survived by his wife of 53 years, Joan Staudinger;
daughters, Connie Jo Schlochtermeier and Linda
Sue Stanley; brother, Milton Staudinger; sisters,
Rosemary Demel and Kathleen Meares; and seven
grandchildren. Father Don Bedore presided.
Lillie Jean Livingston, 87, of Prince of Peace Parish at St. Rose of Lima Church, Great Bend, died
Feb. 26, 2017. Livingston was a bookkeeper for
Great Bend Ford Tractor. She was a member of the
Altar Society, and a volunteer for RSVP. Survivors
include sons, Shannon Schartz, Randy Schartz
and Monte Schartz; one daughter, Deena Hutsell;
step-daughter, Debbie Wise; two sisters, Bonnie
Schartz and Phyllis Bodine; six grandchildren; one
step-granddaughter; and eight great-grandchildren. Father Don Bedore presided.

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll free, 866-3276578: Provides confidential, short-term emotional
support, advice, and qualified referrals directly to
rural families struggling with an unmet emotional,
medical, financial, or legal need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services, tollfree, 800-321-3276: Helps farmers, agricultural

Bishop John’s Calendar
March 12-26

Obituaries
Rita Margaret Stoss, 87, of Prince of Peace Parish at St. Patrick Church, Great Bend, died Feb. 20,
2017. She married Lester L. Stoss Aug. 25, 1954, at
Bushton; he died Dec. 19, 1984. She was a member
of the Altar Society. Survivors include sons, Kenneth,
Merlin, Dale, Duane, Harlan and Ronald; brother,
Urban Oberle; sisters, Barbara Orth, Anna Nordman
and Dorothy Stoss; 13 grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren.Father Don Bedore presided.
Betty L. Schartz, 87, of Sacred Heart Parish,
Larned, died Feb. 23, 2017. She was the church
organist for many years at Ingalls, Ellinwood and
Belpre. She was a member of the Altar Society. She
is survived by her husband, Mark; eight children,
Marian Reynolds, Donna Woods, David Schartz,
Carl Schartz, Bernice Rebein, Stephen Schartz,
Brian Schartz, and Rita Hommertzheim; 20 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. Father Warren Stecklein presided.
Mary Louise Ney Degenhardt, of St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Hoisington, died Feb. 25, 2017.
Mary worked for O’Neill Tank Company and Allen
Drilling Company for 20 years. She is survived by
her husband of 37 years, Richard Lee Degenhardt;
daughter, Andrea Farmer; granddaughter, Krisstian
Farmer; mother, Margaret Ney; brothers, John
Ney, Mike Ney, and Robert Ney. Father Anselm
Eke presided.
Alice South, 89, of Prince of Peace Parish at St.
Patrick Church, Great Bend, died Feb. 23, 2017.
A Great Bend resident since 1946, coming from
Olmitz, South worked at Fuller Brush Company.
She was a member of the Altar Society. Survivors
include daughter, Nancy Stremel. Father Ted
Stoecklein presided.
Evelyn V. Hammerschmidt, 71, of St. John the

Page 19

lenders and USDA agencies resolve disputes in a
confidential and non-adversarial setting outside
the traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for Rural Kansans,
toll free, 866-271-0853: Helps farmers, ranchers,
and their families to make a transition from farming
and ranching to non-farm employment.

March 12: Vibrant Ministries Mass at Mary, Queen of Peace in
Ulysses: English at 9 a.m.; Spanish at 11 a.m.
March 14: Confirmation Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Ellinwood at 6:30 p.m.
March 15: Confirmation Mass at St. John the Evangelist Catholic
Church in Hoisington at 7 p.m.
March 17: St. Patrick’s Day; Curia Director’s Meeting at the Chancery
March 18: V Encuentro meeting at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic Church in Dodge City; Vibrant Ministries Mass at
St. Mary in Marienthal at 7 p.m.
March 19: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Tribune at 10:30 a.m. (MT)
March 21: Presbyteral Council at Chancery
March 22: Confirmation Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Greensburg at 7 p.m.
March 24-26: Daughters of Isabella State Convention at the Clarion
Hotel in Garden City
March 25: Southwest Kansas Young Adult Conference at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Dodge City at 9:30
a.m.; Confirmation Mass at Holy Spirit Parish in Coldwater at 5 p.m.
March 26: Daughters of Isabella State Convention Mass at St. Dominic Catholic Church in Garden City at 10:30 a.m.; Bishop meets with
the Diocesan Youth Council at the Chancery

Help for pregnant women, or mothers
of young children, to quit smoking
Freedom From Smoking: Catholic
Charities is offering a one-on-one
smoking cessation program for
any woman who is pregnant, or
who has children under the age
of three. The program uses the
American Lung Association Free-

dom from Smoking materials, and
any woman who completes the
program is eligible for an incentive
of her choice, including diapers, a
car seat, a stroller, or a pack and
play. For more information, call
Amy Falcon at 620-227-1590.

Hearing Aid assistance
Do you have a parishioner who
needs hearing aid assistance?
The Starkey Hearing Foundation
provides hearing aid assistance for
those with financial need. There
is an application processing fee of
$125 per hearing aid request; con-

tact Hear Now to discuss eligibility
before completing an application
for assistance: 800-328-8602, or
Hearnow@starkey.com. When an
application is approved, aids are
given to the applicant at no additional cost.

Support Catholic Charities by donating your unwanted cars. You
get a tax deduction; Catholic Charities takes the car off of your
hands and gets a bit of money, too. Visit http://bit.ly/2fFIY5Y for
more information.

Scripture Readings
Sunday, March 12; Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1-4/Second Timothy
1:8-10/Matthew 17:1-9
Monday, March 13
Daniel 9:4-10/Luke 6:36-38
Tuesday, March 14
Isaiah 1:10, 16-20/Matthew
23:1-12
Wednesday, March 15
Jeremiah 18:18-20/Matthew
20:17-28
Thursday, March 16
Jeremiah 17:5-10/Luke 16:1931
Friday, March 17
Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13, 17-18/
Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday, March 18: Saint Joseph, Husband of Mary - Solemnity
Second Samuel 7:4-5, 12-14,
16/Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22/Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24, or Luke
2:41-51

Sunday, March 19
Exodus 17:3-7/Romans 5:1-2,
5-8/John 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19-26,
39, 40-42
Monday, March 20
Second Kings 5:1-15/Luke 4:2430
Tuesday, March 21
Daniel 3:25, 34-43/Matthew
18:21-35
Wednesday, March 22
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9/Matthew
5:17-19
Thursday, March 23
Jeremiah 7:23-28/Luke 11:1423
Friday, March 24
Hosea 14:2-10/Mark 12:28-34
Saturday, March 25; Annunciation of the Lord
Isaiah 7:10-14/Hebrews 10:410/Luke 1:26-38
Sunday, March 26
First Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13/
Ephesians 5:8-14/John 9:1-41 or
9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
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Boys ages 16-25 invited to

Encounter with God’s Call
T
he Diocese of Dodge City, in
cooperation with Conception
Seminary College in Conception,
Mo., would like to invite high school
juniors, seniors and college age men
(ages 16-25) to an Encounter with
God’s Call, April 1-3.
Led by Father Ted Stoecklein,
Assistant Vocations Director, the
weekend is a time to get away, hear
talks by seminarians, pray with the
monks, experience seminary life,
and enjoy time with other young
men who are seeking God’s will in
their life.
Why you?
“I know you love the Lord and
love your Faith,” said Father Wesley
Schawe, Director of Priestly Voca-

tions. “You want to be happy, and
you’re smart enough to know that
that means listening to God.”
There is no charge for the weekend and transportation is provided
by the Diocese of Dodge City. Participants will leave from the Diocese of Dodge City early Saturday
morning April 1, and return Monday
afternoon, April 4.
“I hope you can go,” commented
Father Ted. “I look forward to the
chance to get to know you better
through the weekend!”
Register online by March 26 to be
guaranteed room: www.dcdiocese.
org/vocations/discernment-events.
For more information, see the advertisement below.
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Hey, young Adults!
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Young Adults ages 18-40
are invited to grow in community, faith, and
prayer at the second annual...

... Southwest Kansas Young

T

Adult Conference

he event will start on Friday night, March 24, with a social and winetasting at Boot Hill Distillery. Saturday will be filled with great speakers, chances to meet other young adults, and an engagement with the
sacraments. Discussions will cover topics relevant to young adults, such
as relationships, their role in the Church, and more.
The cost is $25 for individuals, and $40 for married couples. Free child
care is available.
To register, visit www.dcdiocese.
org/young-adult-ministry/post-college/skyac, or call Gentry Heimerman at (620) 227-1550.

The keynote speaker will be Dave
DiNuzzo. In separate keynote addresses,
he will speak about the “Battles We Face
as Catholics in the Modern World”, and
“What Does the Church Teach About Dating and Honorable Courtship?”
Speakers also include, among others,
Bishop John Brungardt, Kristen Eck, as
well as David Bates, a Catholic blogger.
The event will also include a F.E.D
round. Modeled on the famous “T.E.D.
Talks” these four separate talks at 10 minutes in length will discuss areas of faith,
evangelization, and discipleship.
Last March, Bishop John Brungardt’s
long-held wish that the diocese could
better influence the lives of an often
unaccounted for segment of the Catholic population culminated with the first
Southwest Kansas Young Adult Conference (SKYAC).
“My hope was to have the image of a
kayak floating in the sky filled with young
adults,” Gentry Heimerman said, referring to the acronym SKYAC. Heimerman
is the diocese director of young adult
ministry, and organizer of the event.
Those who attended the day-long
event came away after having been addressed not as teenagers, nor as later-day
adults already having set deep roots, but
as people in the earlier chapters of adulthood.

(THE DEEP)

