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‘Nothing short of a miracle’

Mining the Archives
Editor’s Note: The following was
discovered by Tim Wenzl, diocesan
archivist. It comes from the Wichita
Diocesan News.

A story of faith, hope and compassion

Lenten
Regulations
From Jan. 20, 1888
Every day in Lent is a
day of fast and abstinence, except the Sundays,
which are days of abstinence only.

+ Most Rev. John
B. Brungardt
Bishop of the
Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City

All the Faithful who have
arrived at the years of
understanding are obliged
to abstain from fleshmeat
on every day in Lent,
except on those days in
which by Papal Indult its
use is allowed.

C

lara was probably in
her eighties, and lived
in a tiny house. She
wore thick glasses and was
nearly blind. When I visited
Clara to bring her the Eucharist and chat, she always
greeted me warmly. I never
saw her out of her favorite chair. Occasionally I
met her caregivers, who
stopped in throughout the
day to help.
As I was leaving, Clara
always said: “Father John,
just a moment … , I have
something for the Church.”
She would put a five-dollar
bill in her parish tithe envelope, and hand it to me.
This faithfulness touched
me. Clara, an elderly
woman on fixed income,
lovingly gave to the Lord
from her heart. She “put
in more than all the other
contributors,” giving “from
her poverty” (Mark 12:4144).
Let us share our financial
resources with the Lord.
Let us tithe to our parish
every weekend. Let us
prayerfully discern where
to give our almsgiving: to
Catholic Charities, to the
Vibrant Ministries appeal,
to the wildfire relief fund,
to a Catholic school, or
others. Jesus, who gave His
entire life for us, loves us so
much!
+ Bishop John

All the Faithful over
twenty-one and under sixty
years of age are bound to

Continued on Page 20
Photo courtesy of the Catholic Herold, Arlington, Virginia

lance Whitesel (left), a parishioner of Church of the nativity in Burke, Virginia, poses for a
photo after transplant surgery at MedStar georgetown University Hospital in Washington.
rick loffredo, right, a member of his prayer group, donated his kidney after learning of lance’s
failing health. loffredo is the son-in-law of Joan Ventsam of St. anthony Parish, leoti.

Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted
with permission from the Arlington
(Virginia) Catholic Herald.
By MARY STACHYRA LOPEZ
Catholic Herald Social Media Coordinator
irginia -- Lance Whitesel, 44, was a
man living on borrowed time.
As he checked into the hospital
in June 2014, the father of three had a
deep sense of impending doom. Born
with polycystic kidney disease, Lance had
known for years that he would one day
need a transplant in order to live — his
mother and grandmother had both lost
use of their kidneys at age 42.
“I entered the hospital and thought
it was the end,” Lance recalled. “I was
done.”
Though Lance had been skeptical of
religion his whole life, he prayed before
he fell asleep in the hospital that night:
“I really need you, God. If you’re there,
please help.”
When he woke up, his health hadn’t
improved, but he was a different man, at
peace with himself and the world.
Lance’s dramatic inner transformation
was a crucial step in his journey to the
Catholic Church — and obtaining an
extension to his life. In RCIA class, he
met Rick Loffredo, a fellow parishioner at

V

Church of the Nativity in Burke, Virginia,
who had started recently to volunteer
for the program. After learning of Lance’s
rapidly declining health last year, Rick
volunteered to donate his kidney. The
transplant was performed at MedStar
Georgetown University Hospital in
Washington last month.
“It is often said that God sometimes
doesn’t answer our prayers quite when
we want, but in his time. He has a plan
for each of us and sometimes it takes
years for that plan to be revealed,” Emily
Murphy, Lance’s mother-in-law, wrote in
an email. “He gave Lance the beautiful gift
of faith now so that He could orchestrate
his meeting Rick through the RCIA
program. I have no doubt that this was His
doing. The way the events unfolded was
nothing short of a miracle for our story.”

‘Am I going to die?’

The son of a non-practicing Lutheran
mother, Lance grew up with many
misconceptions about the Catholic Church.
“My mother was probably what you
would call a classic anti-Catholic,” he
said. “She didn’t like the church at all, for
unfounded reasons, but that was what
was instilled into me.”
Continued on Page 11

Oklahoma priest
to be beatified

S

ervant of God Father Stanley Rother
will be beatified as a martyr of the
faith on Saturday, Sept. 23, at 10 a.m.
at the Cox Convention Center in Oklahoma City. A native Oklahoman, he
was murdered by four men in 1981 in
his rectory in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala because of his ministry there.
His Eminence Angelo Cardinal Amato, Prefect for the Congregation of the
Causes of Saints, will be the principal
celebrant for the Rite of Beatification
and Holy Mass, according to Archbishop Paul Coakley of Oklahoma City.
Following the ceremony, the martyred
priest will be known as Blessed Stanley
Rother. The date for his canonization
as a saint has not been announced yet.
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‘...What might have been’

O

High school juniors, seniors,
and college age men (ages 1625), are invited to experience
what college seminary is like and
to learn more about the call to
priesthood from the seminarians
themselves.
This visit is free and transportation is provided by the diocese of
Dodge City.
register online as soon as possible to be guaranteed room:
www.dcdiocese.org/vocations/
discernment-events.
Join Father
Ted Stoecklein,
Assistant
Vocation
Director

ur prayer waxes, and it wanes.
Today we have a sense of His presence, tomorrow
we have a sense of His absence. This pattern appears and
reappears, again and again, over all the seasons of our lives.
When this sense of His absence is particularly strong,
the temptation to lose our nerve is also very strong. When
discouragement sets in, we are tempted to give up praying
altogether. And that is the very thing we should never do.
Stay at it, stay with it, especially at these times.
What happens is that many do give up, but in a halfhearted way. They do not stop praying altogether, but
they do settle for a level of mediocrity that is comfortable
for them. They find a way in which they can live and serve,
without being too much disturbed by others, and without
being too much disturbed by their own weaknesses. They
do serve Him, but only within the limits they themselves
set. They do give the Lord something. But it is not what He
really wants from them. They like to bargain with God. But
it is surrender He wants, not negotiation.
Is this a bad thing? Probably not. Not entirely, at any
rate. There is still a genuine love of the Lord there, and He
will bless them for what little they have been able to give
of themselves. But, if it is not bad, it is still sad: for the persons themselves, for their families, for their communities.
He called them for something special, something only
they could do, and, there is the sadness of what might have
been.

All are invited to attend this Mass, during
which the holy oils used throughout the year
are blessed by Bishop Brungardt.
Due to the number of parish representatives
and honorees attending, the dinner following
Mass is by invitation only.

Great Bend Event Center
3111 10th St, Great Bend KS
Friday, April 28, 2017

7:00 Tasting
Richard J Falcon Jr
on Classical Guitar

________________________________
Name

_______________________________________
Address

_________________________________________
City

State

Zip

____________________________________________
Phone

Email

Please RSVP by April 21, 2017
Number of individual tickets: __________ x $50 = $_________
Reserved table for ten ______ x $450 = $_________

If you are purchasing a table, please include a list of your guests.

I cannot attend. Please accept my tax deductible gift of $_________
________ Check. Please Make payable to Catholic Charities.
_______ Credit Card. __________________________
Print name as it appears on card.

Credit Card # ____________________________________
Exp Date _______ 3-Digit CVV Code (on back of card) ________

Catholic
Charities
of Southwest Kansas

When discouragement sets
in, we are
tempted to
give up praying
altogether. And
that is the very
thing we should
never do.

11 a.m., Thursday, April 6
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Wine Tasting Event!

For Information
call Rebecca Ford
at 620-792-1393

Another Way

Chrism Mass

Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas presents the 16th Annual

Live & Silent
Auction with
T.R. Esfeld

Bishop emeritus
ronald M. gilmore

Card Holder Signature ______________________________
Mail to: Catholic Charities, Attn: Rebecca Ford, 2201 16th St, Great Bend KS 67530

Protecting God’s C�ildren

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and
volunteers who work with children to participate in a
Protecting God’s Children awareness session. Through the
Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other educational efforts of
the diocese, all people of the diocese can learn how to discuss
different aspects of abuse -- including sexual abuse -- with
children and how to teach them to protect themselves.
Currently scheduled sessions:
dodge City – english: Sunday, april 2, 2017; 3-6 p.m.
Cathedral our lady of guadalupe Social Center
3231 n. 14th avenue, dodge City, kS 67801
Contact Person: Jodi lix (620) 225-4802
PgC Facilitator: Sharon Stuart (620) 225-5164.
For updated listings, visit www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.

abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have been a victim of sexual
abuse by clergy, an employee or volunteer of the Diocese of
Dodge City, you are asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home;
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have the right to directly
contact the Department for Children and Families/Kansas Protection Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.

Help for those with
gaming addictions
Do you need help with a gambling/gaming addiction?
You’re not alone. Don’t wait until the addiction takes a
serious toll on your life. Call for help and join thousands
of people who are seeking help for their struggle.

KSgamblingHelp.com; 800-522-4700
Kansas Alliance for Responsible Gambling
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‘Lauren’s Treat’

By daVid MyerS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
hey are the poorest of the
poor--children scrounge
through heaps of rubbish
looking for food; extended families live in ramshackle homes of
corrugated tin and misshapen
wood, gaping openings between
planks; education and employment are a far-reaching dream.
Lauren Seachris heard the
story of these desperate people
in Nicaragua and it touched her
heart. She could not learn of
others living in such dire conditions and not be moved to act.
So, the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe parishioner started
her own business, and after
one year has raised more than
$17,000 to build homes for the
poor of Nicaragua.
Lauren Seachris is 11 years old.
“My goal was to build five
homes for the extreme poor in
Nicaragua, which will cost a total
of $26,000, so I started a dog
biscuit business named ‘Lauren’s
Treat’ to build homes for them.”
Each home costs $5,200 and
includes two bedrooms, a living

T

area, a kitchen, and a bathroom
with running water. Families
also are given chickens and a
coop.
“I built my third house in
January,” Lauren said. “I also
was invited to go to Nicaragua,
so I’m really looking forward
to seeing the homes that I’m
building.”
“Lauren’s Treat,” which
she started in March of 2016,
specializes in home-made dog
biscuits, chew toys and other
pet-related items. To get the
word out about her new business, the young philanthropist
started a Facebook page. She
began selling items at a table
at the Farmer’s Market each
Saturday during last summer
in Dodge City, and also had a
booth at the Knights of Columbus craft sale.
Lauren learned of the dire
need in Nicaragua through the
“King’s Ransom Foundation.”
“My mom and dad went to
a meeting, and a lady who was
speaking talked about building
homes for the poor in Nicaragua,” Lauren said. “Their goal

Local girl starts business to
beneﬁt the poorest of the poor

Photos courtesy of Lauren Seachris

lauren Seachris cooks up dog biscuits to
sell in order to raise money for the poorest
of the poor in nicaragua. at right, lauren
displays the many other items she sells to
raise money and awareness.
was to build 1,000 homes for them. Mom
and Dad came home and told me about
the presentation, and I said I really want
to help. That’s when I set a goal to build
five homes.”
Lauren is the daughter of Amy
and Ryan Seachris. She has two
younger brothers, Landon and
Dawson.
King’s Ransom uses 100 percent
of its donations to serve the poorest of the poor. Through King’s
Ransom, Lauren was able to attend
seminars to learn about the needs
of the poor of Nicaragua, and ways
that she could help.
“I didn’t realize how poor the
people are,” Lauren said. “I saw a
bunch of pictures from a trip some
people took to Nicaragua last January. One was of these children dig-

a nicaraguan family sits proudly on the front porch of a house built through funds
raised by lauren and others like her.

at left is lauren Seachris, founder of “lauren’s Treat.” at right is
a little girl living in nicaragua.

“...So in Christ we, though many, form
one body, and each member belongs
to all the others.”
-- Romans 12:5

ging through a dump to find food. When I saw the
pictures, I felt really good inside that ‘Lauren’s
Treat’ is helping people to have homes.”
“They don’t want a hand-out, they want a
hand-up,” added Lauren’s mother, Amy. “They
want to learn how to sustain themselves. They
want people to show them how to do for themselves; basically they are building their own
homes. By giving them chickens and having them
build a coop, it will provide food and income.”
Lauren has become an advocate for the poor,
already having spoken to a handful of groups
about her efforts.
“I love watching her inspire other kids to become excited,” Amy said. “It’s awesome to watch
the kids’ faces. She’ll tell someone about what
she’s doing to help, and you can see the wheels
turning.”
In July, Lauren and Amy will
travel to Nicaragua
to see first hand the
homes that have been
built through Lauren’s
efforts. Last Christmas,
Lauren held two raﬄes
that raised much of the
money needed for the
trip.
“I don’t want to
stop when I get to five
homes,” Lauren said.
“I want to keep on going. I don’t know if I’ll
continue the dog treat
business, or what I’ll
do to raise the money.
But I definitely won’t
stop when I get to five
homes.”
For more information,
visit www.facebook.
com/laurenstreat; or
write to laurenstreat@
outlook.com. If you
don’t have internet access, call 620-385-0413.
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Lent: a time for slowing

Listen for the gentle whisper of God

Editor’s Note: I’m currently recovering
from illness, and can’t even summon the
words to come up with a witty editor’s
note. The following is from an earlier
edition of the Southwest Kansas Catholic.

Rebuild my Church.” That was the call and
will of God as St. Francis first “heard” those
three powerful words. He would hear that request more than once, as he prayed in a worsefor-wear battered old chapel with nothing but a
holy Icon remaining on the wall. So Francis took
to repairing the chapel, and did so with great
care and prayer.
But in his heart, Francis began to understand
those haunting words were more than a literal
“fix it” job. God was inviting him to fix what was
wrong with the society and spirituality of the
times.
From those three little words came a revolution in the form of what would be a new kind
of religious order and indeed, a new kind of
Church.
Our Lenten and Easter Days, blossoming into
50 Days of Easter, touch us too in the 21st century. As St. Francis discovered, the doors of the
heart open if we spend some time listening and
opening those doors.
What better time to do so than throughout
the solemn days of Lent, the Triduum of Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and the
glories of Easter Time.
The key is to carve out some quiet time with
the Lord. Why not try to arrive at church 15 minutes early? That might provide some “listening”
time to seek God’s will. And during the liturgy,
we need to listen attentively to the readings and
Gospel for the day, for listening to God’s Holy
Word is indeed a powerful prayer.
Also, listen throughout the day, listening with
courtesy to others – in our home, in our family
and at work. We need to listen closely because
the Lord answers in his own way.
With St. Francis, we come to the Lord in the
silence of our hearts, sweeping out the cob-

I

relaxed onto the couch, balanced
my bowl of ice cream on my chest,
turned on the TV and watched as one
skier after another made their Olympic
run down a steep, winding slope in a
blur of motion -- talent beyond reason,
endurance beyond understanding, skill
beyond measure.
Meanwhile, I tried and failed to maneuver a spoonful of ice-cream to my
mouth without spilling it down my chin.
I’ve not always been such a couch
potato. Watching the Olympics, I recalled the occasion 30 years ago when
my brother, Tom, took me skiing for the
first time. Tom, an accomplished skier,
decided to skip the bunny slope and
take me directly to the intermediate
slope. This is true, by the way.
Having never been skiing, I wasn’t
aware that you wind down the mountainside to control your speed. Nor
did I know that when going fast, one
generally bends at the knees to absorb
the bumps and help maintain control.
So, I went directly down the mountain
standing straight up the entire way, as if
I were waiting for a bus.
My first thought as I began to speed
down the mountain was the acknowledgment that I was skiing. It was a good
feeling, as if I were experiencing a sort
of rite of passage.
Then I began to accelerate at an
uncomfortable rate, which grew more
uncomfortable with every second that
passed. That’s when I had my second
thought: “AAAAAAAaaaahhhhhh!!!”
I gasped against the frigid air as it
struck my face like an angry Mike Tyson.
The icy air bit at my ears, again like
Mike Tyson. I zoomed down the mountain faster and faster until the G-forces
kicked in and my face took on that weird
deflated look that the astronauts get
while training in those big centrifuges. It
wasn’t a pretty picture.
My goggles began to fog up and my
world became a strange Twilight Zoneesque landscape filled with trees zipping
by, looking like they were really bad
water color paintings.
Meanwhile, stunned skiers gazed
admiringly at the guy who was flying
down the slope like the human cannonball while standing on his skis with the
intensity of someone ordering Chinese
takeout.
It took only seconds to reach top
speed – not long enough for me to
entirely comprehend what was really
Official Newspaper
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material in this newspaper is
copyrighted 2017.
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By Dave Myers
Editor

happening. I looked around as if I was
standing still and someone was pushing
the earth really, really fast underneath
me. The world began to look like that
scene in Star Wars when they switch to
light speed. For a moment I even considered closing my eyes and focusing--like
Luke Skywalker when he blew up the
Death Star--but then I decided that the
owner of the little restaurant 300 yards
below me wouldn’t appreciate knowing
that the reason I smashed through his
front patio window was because I attempted to use the “Force”.
I don’t know just how fast I was going,
but I’m pretty sure I proved Einstein’s
theory of relativity and went back in
time a few minutes. (Or maybe that little
bird crawling back into its shell was just
scared.)
I peered far below and saw buildings
and ski racks and people milling around.
There was not a safety net or someone’s
giant pillow collection in sight.
I decided then and there what I had
to do. I began leaning to the left-farther, farther and farther--until I
fell completely over and went rolling
through the snow, my skis dislodging
and heading down the mountain without me.
I lay motionless for a moment, thanking God that I seemed to be unhurt. I
propped myself up on my elbows looking
like a clumsy abominable snowman. I
looked down the mountain and then
back up to where I had come from. There
was my brother gliding to my side, a look
of concern replaced by a huge grin.
The morning after watching the Olympics and recalling my ski trip, I was at
the Ash Wednesday Mass when Father
mentioned that Lent was a time when
we endeavor to come ever closer to
Christ.
I couldn’t help but call to mind that
ski trip again, realizing that for me, Lent
isn’t so much about fasting, it’s about
slowing.
A Canadian priest once said that we
are “so attentive to everything, that
we’re deeply attentive to nothing.”
It’s time for me, this Lent, to slow
down, to be still and allow God’s voice
to permeate through the blur and help
me to clearly see the beauty of His creation that is all around me – beauty that
surrounds us all, if only we slow down
enough to see it.
Bishop John B. Brungardt...Publisher
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull
1971-1974
Margaret Klenke
1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
1990-2000

“

Father robert Campagna, oFM
webs of our own excess and
selfishness. Ask God what is right
for you. Many people seek the
help of a spiritual director. But
as Francis found, we must pray
silently: “Have mercy on us” (in
Lent) – and “Alleluia” (in the Easter Season).
Perhaps then, even arriving
just 15 minutes before Mass will
afford time to kneel or sit quietly,
leaving behind all the hectic moments of our charged lives, the
better to ask God for His Will in
our particular lives. Ask God to
help you know what “mission” is
needed in the new life of grace
showered on us in this Holy
Season.
Father Robert, OFM is Provincial of the Province of the Immaculate Conception and director
of Franciscan Mission Associates:
www.franciscanmissionassoc.org.

“Rebuild my Church.” That was the call and will of
God as St. Francis first heard those three powerful
words. He would hear that request more than once,
as he prayed in a worse-for-wear battered old chapel
with nothing but a holy Icon remaining on the wall.

And then, for fun, God created one with friendly
bigfoots, superheroes, unicorns, oceans of orange
soda ... and it was “cool” more than “good.”

Commentary
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By Father Ted
Stoecklein
Assistant Director,
Office of Priestly
Vocations

the reality of God’s love and goodness, they
tried to create a reality for themselves. And
this same inclination continues from one
generation to the next.
The process of discerning one’s vocation
can also be fraught with misdirection. From
an early age it is common to construct for
ourselves beliefs regarding marriage, family life, priesthood and religious life. The
world around us informs our thoughts and
images, suggesting how we fit into these
various ways of life.
The thing is, a vocation is essentially a
call from God. And in reality, God defines
how these callings exist in, with and for his
Body, the Church. If we are only looking to
the world to inform us, or if we are relying
upon our own limited experience of these
vocations, we are going to be misinformed.
For those who are seriously seeking God’s
call on their life, I encourage an ever-growing intimacy with God through prayer. I encourage you to ask lots of questions to those
who are living these various vocations. And I
especially encourage much study of Church
teaching and the lives of saints.

House Bill puts rural residents at risk

Catholic Rural Life office expresses
concern for new health care bill

C

oncerns are growing about the impact
of new health care legislation on rural
areas, especially on older, limited-income
Americans. They would see the largest
increase in premiums, according to analysis
from the consulting firm Oliver Wyman.
Their analysis reveals how rural areas
could see a major increase in individual
insurance premiums if there is shift from
the current subsidy system to flat-sum tax
credits.
AARP, the advocacy group for Americans
over 50, has already come out in opposition. In a statement issued in early March,
AARP announced its “opposition to the
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Suffering South Sudan

Hot ashes
T

he other day I was reading the minutes
from our last school council meeting.
Under the heading “Lenten Plans” there
was a note from our school principal to
remind the younger students that on Ash
Wednesday “the ashes are not hot when
they are put on your head.” This made me
laugh. In fact, it made my day. I told my dog
Dug about it. He waged his tail and smiled,
but didn’t laugh. I think he thought it was
funny, though. He’s just not as free to express his emotions as I am.
How beautiful is the mind of a child.
Sometimes in speaking to children, I forget
that their thoughts are very concrete and
that my abstract concepts might leave
them questioning. I need to be careful with
the images that I leave to their imaginations. As their minds begin to make sense
of the world around them, they can come
to conclusions that are not completely
accurate in reality. As irrational as those
images and beliefs might be in the minds of
most adults, they can become very real to a
beautiful, innocent mind.
But children are not the only ones who
regularly misinterpret things in the world
around them. Making associations in one’s
mind and coming to false conclusions is an
adult thing to do as well. The words “misinformation” and “fake news” have become
buzz-words in the political arena recently,
but this is nothing new and it is not exclusive to politics and news media. This is a
fault of human beings from way back. Eve
and Adam were seduced into disobedience
by half-truths and a blatant lie. In doubting
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House plan that would make changes to
our current health care system, such as
shortening the life of Medicare (and) hiking
costs for those who can least afford higher
insurance premiums”.
Debate around the legislation is very contentious at the moment, so it remains to
be seen what actually will happen in health
care reform under the “repeal and replace”
pledge by President Trump and the Republican platform.
Catholic Rural Life is following this issue
closely and will keep our network informed
on this. Be sure to check our website at
https://catholicrurallife.org/.

UNAMID via Flickr CC BY NC ND 2.0.

By Tony Magliano
Catholic News Agency
eople are beginning to starve to
death in South Sudan.
The United Nations has formally declared that a state of famine exists in
this east African nation, with 100,000
people immediately facing starvation, and 1 million additional South
Sudanese teetering on the brink of
famine.
“Many families have exhausted every
means they have to survive,” said Food
and Agriculture Organization representative in South Sudan, Serge Tissot.
These predominately farming people
have lost livestock, sold farming tools
and eaten their stock of planting seeds.
They have nothing left to live on.
And as things stand now, this monumental human crisis will get worse.
The U.N. warns “The total number of
food insecure people is expected to
rise to 5.5 million at the height of the
lean season in July if nothing is done
to curb the severity and spread of the
food crisis.”
And according to U.N. Children’s
Fund representative in South Sudan,
Jeremy Hopkins, “More than 1 million
children are currently estimated to be
acutely malnourished across South
Sudan; over a quarter of a million
children are already severely malnourished. If we do not reach these
children with urgent aid many of them
will die.”
South Sudan, the world’s newest nation – just over five years old – has been
struggling to survive since its birth.
Not only is it one of the very poorest
countries on earth, it
has also suffered during most of its short
life from an ongoing
civil war.
Just days ago, the
Catholic Bishops of
South Sudan issued a
pastoral message to
their suffering brothers and sisters saying
“Our country is not
at peace. People live
in fear. The civil war…
continues. Despite our
calls to all parties, factions and individuals to stop the war, nevertheless
killing, raping, looting, displacement,
attacks on churches and destruction

P

Respect Life. All life is sacred.

If you or someone you know is suffering after abortion, confidential non-judgmental help is available. Call Project Rachel’s national toll-free number: 888-456HOPE (-4673) or visit HopeAfterAbortion.org.
En Español: EsperanzaPosaborto.org.

of property continue all over the country…There is a general lack of respect
for human life.”
The South Sudanese bishops then
note that while poor rains have affected parts of the country, the famine
is man-made. And with deep insight
they say, “Hunger, in turn, creates insecurity, in a vicious circle in which the
hungry man, especially if he has a gun,
may resort to looting to feed himself
and his family.”
President Trump wants to increase
already astronomically high military
spending by $54 billion, while making
deep cuts in poverty-focused foreign
aid, which is a tiny portion of the U.S.
budget – less than 1 percent.
Therefore, it is very important
for us to email and call our two U.S.
senators and congressperson (Capitol
Switchboard: 202-224-3121) urging
them to provide supplemental emergency funding now for the suffering
people of South Sudan. And to pass a
2018 federal budget that significantly
increases, not decreases foreign poverty-focused development assistance
and emergency aid to poor nations.
Since war is fueling the famine, also
ask your congressional delegation to
urge President Trump to request that
the U.N. Security Council impose a
total arms embargo on South Sudan
and actively attempt to negotiate a
permanent cease fire.
And in the spirit of Lent’s call to
deepen our efforts of prayer, fasting
and alms-giving, please consider making a generous donation to Catholic
Relief Services. To donate online, go to
www.crs.org, or you can call 877-4357277.
Now consider that Yemen, Somalia
and Nigeria are on the brink of famine.
I know, it’s overwhelming. But what
do you think it’s like for them?
Tony Magliano is an internationally syndicated social justice and peace
columnist. He is available to speak at
diocesan or parish gatherings about
Catholic social teaching. His keynote
address, “Advancing the Kingdom of
God in the 21st Century,” has been
well received by diocesan and parish
gatherings from Santa Clara, Calif. to
Baltimore, Md. Tony can be reached at
tmag@zoominternet.net.
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Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas
assisting those affected by wildfires

C

atholic Charities of Southwest Kansas has been
working with United Way, Red Cross and other
local agencies to provide assistance for individuals
and families who lost homes, property and livestock
in the wildfires that recently swept through southwest Kansas.
Wildfires began in several southwest Kansas communities on March 6, and continued to burn for several
days, spurred by high and often shifting winds. Many
individuals and families were temporarily or permanently displaced as towns were evacuated, and homes
and property in the path of the fires were destroyed.
“When disaster impacts our communities, Catholic
Charities of Southwest Kansas is ready and willing to
help those affected to rebuild their lives,” said Debbie Snapp, Executive Director of Catholic Charities.
“That’s what we do.”
During the 2001 tornado that left a path of de-

struction through the town of Hoisington, and again
during the 2007 tornado that destroyed 95 percent
of Greensburg, Catholic Charities and other local
agencies met regularly for two years to address
applications for disaster-related assistance. Almost
$500,000 of aid was distributed for those effected
by the Greensburg tornado.
In response to this wildfire disaster, Snapp said, “an
assessment team from Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas will evaluate the most critical needs
of wildfire survivors and the best way for others to
help.”
In the meantime, financial contributions can be
made to Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas by
mailing a check to 906 Central Ave, Dodge City 67801
and indicate “Kansas Wildfire Relief” in the memo
line, or visit www.CatholicCharitiesSWKS.org where
you can enter your donation online.

Wildfires have CRF looking at

the threats of climate change
By Bob Gronski
Catholic Rural Life
he deadly wildfires that
raced through several states
in the Great Plains in early
March are now fully contained,
but relief efforts for farmers and
ranchers are still underway.
Tom and Jo Murphy, members of Catholic Rural Life, were
among the evacuees last week
near Wilson Lake in north-central Kansas. Tom is the president of the Rural Life Commission in the Diocese of Salina.
“The communities are all pulling together to help each other
with moving cattle,” he said at
the time, “and helping to stop
fire where they can with tractors and disks.”
Besides areas in Kansas, parts
of Colorado, Oklahoma and the
Texas Panhandle were the hardest hit by the wildfires, “which
were so intense and large that
they could be spotted by satellites,” according to reports from
The Weather Channel.
We continue to keep all those
affected by the wildfires, and
other severe weather throughout the nation, in our thoughts
and prayers. We also are grateful to hear that livestock producers are continuing to come
together and help one another,
as they have many times in the
past when weather-related
crises hit.
Notably, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association has provided a list of contacts helping
with fire relief efforts in each of
the affected states.
The American Red Cross reports that their “disaster teams
are hard at work coordinating
relief efforts in partnership with
government and community
leaders.”
The deadly wildfires that
burned across the four Plains
states spread rapidly due to
high winds. This forced thousands to evacuate and contributed to the deaths of six people.
The record-breaking wildfires are consistent with the
long-term increasing wildfire
activity observed in the western
U.S. grasslands. According to
Climate Signals, a digital science
platform for cataloging and
mapping such occurrences, this
recent activity is driven by climate change trends in the Great
Plains region.
The frequency and intensity
of wildfires in the Great Plains
are increasing as the combination of higher temperatures,
untamed underbrush and more
extreme drought elevate wildfire risk.

T

Global warming

Formal attribution work has
identified the fingerprint of
global warming in the record
hot temperatures that swept
across the U.S. east of the Rockies in February 2017, as climate
change increased the likelihood
of such heat by threefold. The
heat fueled worsening drought
conditions in the Great Plains
region, contributing to the
extreme fire conditions in early
March that precipitated major
blazes in Kansas, Oklahoma,
Colorado, and Texas.
One blaze, encompassing
Clark and Comanche counties
along Kansas’ southern border
with Oklahoma, is the largest
wildfire on record in the state.
The previous record was set just
one year prior. Record-breaking events are a classic signal of
climate change, as records tend
to break when natural variation
runs in the same direction as
climate change, in this instance
towards larger wildfires.
Here at Catholic Rural Life, we
are reminded of an editorial in
the Des Moines Register written
a few years ago by Most Rev.
Richard Pates, bishop of the Des
Moines Diocese.
He recounted at the time
that “the new National Climate
Assessment says evidence of
human-made climate change
‘continues to strengthen’ and
that ‘Americans are noticing
changes all around them.’
“We who live in the nation’s
breadbasket should be sensitive
to the problem,” Bishop Pates
went on to say. “The report says
the Great Plains could experience heavier droughts and heat
waves with increasing frequency, while more wildfires in the
West could threaten agriculture
and residential communities.”
In his pastoral voice, Bishop
Pates reminded us at the time
that loving care for God’s creation is implicit in the Christian
message.
“The Book of Genesis in the
Hebrew Bible, the first of God’s
revelations to humans, presents
the beautiful image of the garden and God’s appointment of
the new humans as caretakers.
In the New Testament, Jesus
presents as a model his Father,
who is aware of every sparrow
that falls to the ground.
“The message is clear: We
who have inherited this Earth
are charged with carefully caring for it. Unfortunately, we
haven’t always done a good
job.”
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Visiting Guatemala
Seminarian’s family
welcomes Fathers
Skalsky and Schawe

Father Wesley Schawe, director of Priestly Vocations, and
Father Ted Skalsky, recently visited the parents (gaspar
and Juana, right) and other family members of seminarian
esteban Hernandez (center) in guatemala. during their visit,
both priests celebrated Mass, joined seven couples in marriage, and together performed 75 baptisms.

A

recent trip to Guatemala to visit the family of Diocese of Dodge City seminarian Esteban Hernandez
became far more pastoral than either Father Wesley
Schawe or Father Ted Skalsky had planned.
And what a blessing it was.
During their Dec. 27-Jan. 3 visit, the priests not only
paid their respects to the family, but celebrated 75
baptisms, seven weddings, heard confessions, and
anointed and served Communion to the sick.
“We spent most of our time with Esteban and his family,” said Father Schawe, Director of Priestly Vocations.
“We spent two days in the Diocese of Quiché, where
a lot of people here are from. We visited the town of
Uspantan, where, little did we know that they had a lot
of baptisms and weddings for us to celebrate,
“We had 75 baptisms,” Father Schawe said with a
chuckle. “Father Ted did half and I did half.”
Part of the application process for a prospective
seminarian includes having the diocese get to know

Photos courtesy of Esteban Hernandez

the family of the seminarian, whether from a town in
Kansas, or from half-way across the globe.
“We stayed at their home, which was very important
to Esteban. His family shared a room so that Father Ted
and I could each have one of our own. It was very nice
of the family.”
Once a month, groups within the Guatemalan diocese travel to homes where they provide Communion
to the sick and home-bound. This month, the groups
postponed their visits so they would be able to include
Fathers Schawe and Skalsky.
“It was so incredible,” Father Schawe said. “Here
we have one person. There it’s like a whole team. A
dozen of us go to one house together. I had a group,
and Father Ted had a group. It was truly over the
river and through the woods. We walked to all of
them, some of which were very remote. We couldn’t
have had a better introduction to the community
than that.”
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Vibrant Ministries — Uniting Our Church

Celebrating participation

T

his week, the Southwest Kansas Catholic is highlighting St. Mary Parish in Garden City, inviting its
pastor, Fr. Charles Seiwert to provide an update
on the Vibrant Ministries-Uniting Our Church Appeal
effort in the parish.
SKC: What factors do you believe are making the Appeal successful at St. Mary’s?
Father Seiwert: I believe that appeal has been successful thus far because of folks’ attitude of gratitude.
Many of the faithful keep present in their mind that
each day is a gift, and no guarantees for tomorrow
are assured, and so sharing God’s blessings for a good
cause will somehow bring blessings to them in their
life, too.
SKC: What is important to you, personally, about the
appeal? Are there specific ministries you would like to
see strengthened?
Father Seiwert: For me, a key aspect of the appeal is
that it is vitally important support for priestly vocations. And the Dodge City Diocese will likely be blessed
with a significant increase in these vocations. This
blessing no doubt brings financing challenges - challenges which the appeal will help address.
SKC: Do you think people recognize the bigger
picture, that they’re not just helping their parish, but

The Appeal so far...
• The diocese has raised $5,038,200 – halfway to
goal.
• 98% of priests have donated
• 100% of Honorary and Executive Committee members have donated
• 99% of diocesan staff have donated
• Friends of the diocese and corporate gifts total
more than $131,000
• Pilot Parishes (Cathedral, Spearville, Wright and
Ingalls) have raised $2.65 million with 22.7 percent
of parishioners participating thus far.
• Wave 1 Parishes have just begun and have already
raised $1.56– 35% to their total goal!
• Even though Wave 2 has yet to start, parishioners
have already donated over $668,000.
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Your place at the table

people of the entire diocese?
Father Seiwert: I’ve taken
time to remind them that we
are all, together, the diocese.
And we need to see beyond
our church doors to realize
that we are part of something
much bigger. I have reminded
them that literally other
people in their church benches
make sacrifices to support us
as a missionary diocese. With- Father Charles Seiwert,
out the help of people of good pastor, St. Mary Parish,
will--who we know not--we
garden City
wouldn’t have priests available
for our diocese, or the funding
to administrate the diocese.
SKC: Do you have any memorable instances of someone giving?
Father Seiwert: A memorable gift that I recall is
a lady who had received the “ask,” prayed about it
and knew that she and her husband wanted to give a
substantial amount. Shortly thereafter, she told me
that a relative’s estate had been settled and thus,
she said the Lord allowed her to honor the memory
of her deceased family member by making a gift in
their name.

“I felt the sorrow in her tears
of goodbye, knowing that three
years may pass before we are
together again. I felt her peace
in knowing that her son is serving God. I am proud of my mother
for this extraordinary gift she
gives of releasing me to work
with and love strangers in a foreign land. My mother lives out
the meaning of Lent.”
-- Father John Forkuoh

The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
visits St. Joan of arc church in
elkhart, where he gives the
children some understanding of
the Vibrant Ministries campaign.
Bishop John commented on how
sharp the children were with
their answers.
Photo by Wanda Khemraj

‘While I have left my
mother many times before,
this is the first time that I
realized the sacrifice she
makes each day having a
son as a missionary priest.’
By FaTHer JoHn ForkUoH
Pastor, St. John the Baptist Parish, Spearville
Editor’s Note:
Following is the
homily presented
by Father John
Forkuoh on
March 4-5.
n January, I
spent three
weeks of my trip
home to Ghana
staying with my
mom in her house
in Techimantia.
That is unusual for
me; the first time
in years my mom had me all to herself! Her face lit
up with a smile waiting on me and making sure I
had everything I needed.
While I have left my mother many times before,
this is the first time that I realized the sacrifice
she makes each day having a son as a missionary
priest. I felt the sorrow in her tears of goodbye,
knowing that three years may pass before we are
together again. I felt her peace in knowing that her
son is serving God. I am proud of my mother for
this extraordinary gift she gives of releasing me to
work with and love strangers in a foreign land. My
mother lives out the meaning of Lent.
Lent is about prayer, abstinence and almsgiving
or charity. God calls us to sacrifice - to give ourselves to Him in prayer, to hold back from overeating, and to share our money with those in need.
In this spirit of sacrifice, I am asking you to help
us as one Catholic community of Christ to fulfill our
goal for the Vibrant Ministries Appeal.
If you have already made a commitment,
consider a bit more sacrifice. If you have not yet
given, please join those who have. This is the time
to make an extraordinary gift. Your gift will serve
our parishes by ensuring future priests and trained
catechists. Your gift will ensure that we have young
families who marry, worship and raise their children here in southwest Kansas.
And, like my mother, we can shed tears of joy
knowing that our sacrifices will serve those in need
in ours and other communities.
Lent is a holy time of prayer, abstinence and
almsgiving meant to “remind us that faith finds
expression in concrete everyday actions meant to
help our neighbors in body and spirit.” (USCCB)
Please take this moment to help us reach our
goal. At Easter, we’ll hold a grand celebration!

I

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate god,
you are the light of the world.
You give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
loving god, fill us with the desire

to be with you in all things,
invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful god, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us.

Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.
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Don’t cut foreign assistance, Catholic leaders tell Trump
By MATT HADRO
ashington D.C. (CNA/EWTN
News) - The United States
mustn’t cut foreign aid while
conflicts, famines, and a worldwide
refugee crisis rage, Catholic leaders are
insisting.
Amid a “huge, unprecedented refugee
situation” around the globe and four
countries with famines or on the cusp of
famine “we’re just extremely concerned
that the resources won’t be there to
respond to those really critical humanitarian needs,” Bill O’Keefe, vice president
for government relations and advocacy
at Catholic Relief Services, told CNA
on Friday of President Donald Trump’s
proposed budget that cuts some foreign
assistance.
President Trump’s “skinny” proposed
“America First” budget for fiscal year
Lane Hartill/Catholic Relief Services
Children at CrS’ Food for education program in Senegal.
2018 – a more detailed plan will be
released later -- increases defense spendThe proposal targets many other programs like the McGoverning and immigration enforcement, and
Dole Food for Education Program, which “allows CRS to supmakes significant cuts to the Environmental Protection Agency and the State
port basic education in rural school settings.” The proposal also
Department, among other agencies and
touches anti-trafficking programs and anti-gang programs....
programs, to offset those increases.
“This includes deep cuts to foreign aid.
and displaced men, women and children
It is time to prioritize the security and
This shifting of priorities could have
around the world.”
well-being of Americans, and to ask the
serious consequences for the future of
Signers of the letter included Cardirest of the world to step up and pay its
U.S. foreign policy, O’Keefe noted, as
fair share,” President Trump stated in the nal Timothy Dolan of New York, Bishop
countries deemed “less strategic” for aid
Gregory J. Mansour of the Eparchy of
proposal.
could see their societal problems greatly
Saint
Maron
of
Brooklyn
and
chairman
The proposal trims almost a third – 29
increase without assistance in the next
of the board of Catholic Relief Services,
percent – of the International Affairs
few years.
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of
Budget, David Beckmann, president of
“If you ignore countries that are fragthe group Bread for the World, told CNA. San Francisco, Archbishop Joseph Kurtz
ile, poorly governed, with lots of poor
of Louisville, and Archbishop Jerome
And while the number of persons disand disenfranchised people, then they
Listecki of Milwaukee.
placed from their homes is at its highest
end up becoming strategic countries that
“With just 1 percent of our nation’s
ever recorded at more than 65 million,
you then have to fight wars in,” he said.
budget, the International Affairs Budget
with more than 21 million of those
“We’d like to see our government inhas helped alleviate the suffering of milrefugees, the United States should not
vesting more in prevention, and in buildlions; drastically cutting the number of
be cutting its foreign aid to vulnerable
ing the capacity of societies to deal with
people living in extreme poverty in half,
populations, CRS insisted.
their own problems and in the diplomacy
stopping the spread of infectious disWith huge movements of people
to resolve conflicts without military aceases like HIV/AIDs and Ebola, and nearly tion.”
comes instability, O’Keefe said. “If we
eliminating polio,” they stated.
don’t meet” the humanitarian needs
He noted that the budget proposal
“Additionally, it promotes freedom
of vulnerable populations, “people will
keeps “much of the global health fundand human rights, protecting religious
move and that will be destabilizing.”
ing” like the PEPFAR program to fight
freedom for millions around the world.”
One hundred and six faith leaders
AIDS in Africa, O’Keefe said, which is
In Trump’s budget proposal, foreign as- good.
signed a letter sent to congressional leadsistance would be targeted toward couners March 16 in “support for the InterHowever, the proposal targeted many
tries of greater “strategic importance” to other programs like the McGovern-Dole
national Affairs Budget that every day
the United States
brings hope to poor, hungry, vulnerable
Food for Education Program, which “al-

W

lows CRS to support basic education in
rural school settings,” O’Keefe said. The
president had said that program “lacks
evidence that it is being effectively implemented to reduce food insecurity.”
The proposal also touches anti-trafficking programs and anti-gang programs,
and the State Department’s 60 year-old
Food for Peace program would see cuts,
CRS noted.
“We understand the budget challenges,” O’Keefe insisted, while adding
that “you’re not going to be able to balance the budget on the one percent that
goes to foreign aid,” especially since it’s
already been trimmed disproportionately
for the last nine years.
He added that domestic and international anti-poverty programs have “been
squeezed” to make room for military
spending, which would prioritize shortterm goals over long-term stability.
Some domestic programs saw cuts,
including “housing and heating for poor
people,” Beckmann noted, and certain
block grants that provide funding for the
program Meals on Wheels, a volunteer
food delivery program to the elderly.
“How can you cut Meals on Wheels?”
Beckmann asked.
The president of the organization, Ellie
Hollander, explained what may be at
stake in the proposal.
“The problem with a skinny budget is
it is lean on details. So, while we don’t
know the exact impact yet, cuts of any
kind to these highly successful and leveraged programs would be a devastating
blow to our ability to provide muchneeded care for millions of vulnerable
seniors in America, which in turn saves
billions of dollars in reduced healthcare
expenses,” Hollander stated.
Some of the other federal programs
the President suggested cutting included
the National Endowments for the Arts
and the Humanities and some funding for
the National Institutes of Health.
Programs fighting opioid addictions
would receive a half-a-billion dollar boost
in Trump’s plan, however. The Centers
for Disease Control has labeled opioid
overdoses an epidemic, and said that
33,000 people died from using prescription opioids and heroin in 2015.

The proposed 2017 Federal Budget at a glance

T

he Trump Administration revealed its
first budget blueprint on March 16,
which includes a proposed cut of $54
billion to federal programs. The cuts will
allow a spending boost to the Department of Defense, Homeland Security
and Veterans Affairs. The following is a
partial listing of programs facing severe
budget cuts or budget termination:

Program cuts

• Eliminates the USDA Water and Wastewater loan and grant program, a reduction of $498 million.
• Cuts $250 million by zeroing out National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) grants and programs
that support coastal and marine management, research and education.
• Reduces or eliminates 20 programs
within the Department of Education,

including Striving Readers, Teacher
Quality Partnership and Impact Aid support payments for federal property and
international education programs.
• Cuts FEMA state and local grant funding by $667 million, including the PreDisaster Mitigation Grant Program and
Homeland Security Grant Program.
• Eliminates funds for Section 4 Capacity
Building for Community Development
and Affordable Housing.
• Ceases payments to the United Nations’
climate change programs for the Green
Climate Fund and precursor funds.
• Cuts funding to the Federal Transit
Administration’s Capital Investment
Program so new projects will not be
funded.
• Stops funding for the Clean Power
Plan.

Budget proposals will eliminate or
zero out some federal programs:

• The 21st Century Community Learning
Centers program, which supports beforeand after-school programs and summer
programs.
• Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy, which funds research including clean
energy.
• Community Development Block Grant,
which in part funds Meals on Wheels.
• Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
• Economic Development Administration.
• Essential Air Service program.
• Global Climate Change Initiative.
• HOME Investment Partnerships Program,
Choice Neighborhoods, and the Self-help
Homeownership Opportunity Program, all
under HUD.
• Legal Services Corporation.

• Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program.
• McGovern-Dole International Food for
Education program.
• Minority Business Development Agency,
under Commerce.
• National Endowment for the Arts.
• National Endowment for the Humanities.
• NASA’s Office of Education.
• Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation.
• State Energy Program.
• Supporting Effective Instruction State
Grants program, the second-largest program
the Federal government has used to influence local education.
• United States Institute of Peace.
• United States Interagency Council on
Homelessness.
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Mark your calendar

Diocese of Salina to
present Men’s
Conference August 12

T

he Family Life Office of the Catholic Diocese of Salina
will begin taking registrations online for the 2017 Men’s
Conference on Saturday, April 1.
The conference will be held on Saturday, August 12, 2017.
This year’s Men’s Conference speakers will be Dr. Ray
Guarendi and Father John Lager.
Dr. Guarendi is a father of 10, clinical psychologist, author,
professional speaker, and national radio and television host.
His radio show, “The Dr. Is In” can be heard on more than
440 stations and Sirius XM channel 130. His TV show, “Living
Right With Dr. Ray” is aired in 140 countries.
Father Lager is a well-known Capuchin Friar and native of
Angelus, Kansas. He has served as the national chaplain of
FOCUS since 2013. In addition, he has functioned in a wide
variety of ministries within the Capuchin Order; was the
executive director of the Samaritan House of Denver; and is
cofounder of the international men’s ministry Marked Men
for Christ.
To register online or for more information go to www.
salinadiocese.org/family-life or call 785-827-8746, Ext. 17.
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Catholic Charities to host wine-tasting
T
he Annual Catholic Charities Wine Tasting Event
invites participants to try not just wine, but fine
craft beer and spirits as well.
The annual wine tasting and auction will take place
from 7-10 p.m., Friday, April 28 at the Great Bend
Event Center, 3111 10th Street.
Admission is $50 per person or $450 for a table of
10.
“This is a great opportunity for a group of friends
to get together--post tax season--for a fun evening
while supporting a good cause,” said Rebecca Ford,
Event Coordinator.
The evening features a broad selection of wines,
craft beers and spirits from around the world, hors
d’oeuvres prepared by The Club at Stone Ridge, live
entertainment by Classical Guitarist, Richard J. Falcon
Jr. and a large silent auction of interesting and creative items.
A live auction kicks off with auctioneer T.R. Esfeld at 8 p.m. In addition to support from Standard
Beverage and Chlumsky’s Liquormart, some of the
sponsors for this year’s event include Curt’s Oil
Operations, Great Bend Tribune, Robert J Schmisseur - Attorney at Law, Larry and Kathy Schugart, the
Dominican Sisters of Peace, First Kansas Bank, Great

Bend Farm & Ranch Expo, and the Keenan Law Firm.
The Annual Wine Tasting Event is the major fundraiser for Catholic Charities, helping the agency meet
community needs for pregnancy and teen mom support, infant adoption, addiction and mental health
counseling, relationship education and family support
services, emergency assistance, non-food pantry
supplies, housing assistance, immigration and refugee support, and
disaster relief.
For more information and reservations for the event,
contact Rebecca Ford
at 620-792-1393, or
by email at rford@
CatholicCharitiesSWKS.org. Reservations can also
be made online at
http://CatholicCharitiesSWKS.org/wine-tasting-event, or in person at the
Catholic Charities office at 2201
16th Street in Great Bend. See
the ad on Page 2.

World’s oldest
Dominican Sister
dies at age 110
She lived through two world wars
and was able to see 10 popes
Editor’s Note: Sister Marie Bernardette was
featured in a recent issue of the SKC.
aris, France (CNA/EWTN News) - A French diocese announced that Dominican Sister Marie
Bernardette, the oldest sister in her order, passed
away in February at 110 years of age.
The religious sister died Feb. 13, according to
the Diocese of Aire-et-Dax, France.
Funeral rites for the beloved sister were held in
the monastery chapel in the town of Dax where
she lived. Sister Marie Bernardette had turned
110 on Jan. 5. She would have been a religious
sister for 90 years on April 18.
The religious sister had spent 44 years at the
Dax convent near Bayonne. She lived through two
world wars and was able to see 10 popes.
Sister Marie Bernardette was born Jan. 5, 1907
in Orsanco, a small village in French Basque Country. Her parents named her “Gracious,” and she
was one of 12 children. Three of her sisters would
also go on to become religious sisters.
Last year, the French Catholic newspaper La
Croix featured the sister in an article. In that
piece, Prioress Sister Véronique explained that
age has changed Sister Marie-Bernadette’s tasks:
“When she could no longer do house work, she
made rosaries. And since she can’t make them
anymore, she prays (the rosary) all day” in French,
Latin and Basque.
“She prays a lot for the pope, for vocations and
for our order,” the prioress said.
At the Dax monastery, the Dominican sisters
lead a life of prayer, contemplation and also do
sewing and baking to support themselves.
In 2016, the Dominicans – whose formal name
is the Order of Preachers – marked the 800th anniversary of their founding by Saint Dominic.
This order has produced many blesseds and
saints, including Saint Rose of Lima, Saint Martin
de Porres, Saint John Macias, Saint Vincent Ferrer,
Pope Saint Pius V, and Saint Thomas Aquinas, a
Doctor of the Church.

P
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Finding faith, and a new lease on life
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy Photo

Lance Whitesel (left), a parishioner of Church of the Nativity in Burke, Virginia, poses for a photo Rick Loffredo, a member of his prayer group who donated
his kidney after learning of Lance’s failing health. Loffredo is the son-in-law of Joan Ventsam of St. Anthony Parish, Leoti.

From Page 1
Lance’s college sweetheart, Jennifer, challenged
many of those beliefs after they met at the
University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg.
A cradle Catholic, she tried to explain Catholic
teachings, but Lance would often push back. When
the two became engaged, he agreed that future
children would be raised in the Catholic faith. The
arrangement worked out, with a lot of discussion,
compromise and help from a deacon in Marriage
Encounter classes.
Throughout their marriage, Jennifer continued to
pray for her husband to find faith.
“I just wanted him to have peace,” she said.
But as his 42nd birthday approached, Lance felt an
increasing sense of despair. “Am I going to die?” he
wondered as his mental deadline drew near.
The numbers weren’t hopeful. Nationwide, more
than 100,000 people were waiting for a kidney
transplant as of January 2016, according to the
National Kidney Foundation. The median wait time
is about three and a half years — though thousands
wait much longer, die while waiting, or become too
sick to receive a transplant. Most donations come
from cadavers, although a living donor is the most
ideal option. And even if Lance managed to get a
transplant, his body might still reject it.
Searching for answers, in 2010 he began to attend
Mass with his family about once a month at Church
of the Nativity. Father Richard B. Martin, who passed
away in May 2014, was always welcoming.
“I kind of melted whenever I listened to him and
found myself in tears a lot, wondering ‘what is going
on?’ ” Lance recalled. “He said in one homily that you
have to open your heart to Jesus and He’ll come in.”
So Lance began to pray each day: “I’m opening my
heart to you. Please come in.”

Pulling the rubber band

When Lance returned from his hospital visit in
June 2014, it was clear that he had turned a page in
his life.

“Everybody could see it,” said Jennifer. “He was at
peace. Nothing got him down. He was rejuvenated.
Prior to that, things would suck the life out of him
very easily.”
Lance decided to enter the Catholic Church, but
didn’t tell anyone he had started attending RCIA
classes. He wanted to surprise his wife when he was
confirmed at the Easter vigil, though keeping the
secret until then proved impossible.
“I really converted hard,” Lance said. “I used the
analogy of the rubber band, where you’re really
pulling hard away — but once you let go it fires back
the other way. Right now I’m absolutely in love with
Jesus. I cherish this faith.”
Lance’s newfound fervor caught the eye of Ron
Riggins, Nativity’s RCIA director. “As soon as he
entered the church there was a burning desire to
serve,” Ron said.
He recalls talking to Lance about “what special
gifts and talents God had given him … to build up
the kingdom, to bless others.” Lance served as a
lector. He joined the choir. He got on the waiting
list to serve as an extraordinary minister of holy
Communion. He became an RCIA sponsor. And the
thing that changed his life: he joined the men’s
prayer group and invited his father-in-law, John.

The gift of life

One day last February, Lance didn’t show up
for prayer group. John told the group that Lance’s
kidneys were failing and they had a few months to
figure out what to do.
Rick Loffredo, an RCIA volunteer and lector, had
known that something was wrong with Lance’s
kidneys, but not the details until then. [Loffredo is the
son-in-law of Joan Ventsam of St. Anthony Parish, Leoti,
Kansas.]
“Right then, immediately, I thought about all the
gifts God has given me, such as life itself, a wife and
beautiful kids,” said Rick, 62. “Then I thought about
what I could give to Lance. He has a wife and three
kids, too.”
His blood type was O-, the universal donor. He

went home and read online about the transplant
waiting list and potential complications from surgery.
Before Mass one morning in early March, Rick looked
at the daily reading in the lectionary. One verse
stood out to him: “The way we came to know love
was that He laid down His life for us, so we ought to
lay down our lives for our brothers.”
A week later, he saw Lance at a parish Lenten
mission, where he pulled him aside and said it would
be an honor to donate a kidney.
“Once I heard, ‘I want to donate,’ I broke down in
tears,” Lance said.
A battery of tests ensued throughout 2016. Rick
passed them all — except the CT scan. Because he
had multiple veins running through his kidneys, the
hospital declined to perform the surgery. It was too
risky.
Lance said he accepted the result without worry.
“I did have days where I didn’t feel well. But my
original kidneys were still functioning a little bit … It
was a great opportunity for me to start placing more
and more trust in the Lord,” he said.
After getting a second opinion at Georgetown, Rick
was cleared for surgery. In December, the doctor
told Lance to prepare for the transplant.

A prayer answered

Rick’s recovery from the Jan. 31 surgery has gone
well. For Lance, it’s been rockier. He was readmitted
to the hospital Feb. 15 for further testing, although
he was discharged the next day without any major
problems.
Lance’s faith helps him cope. “I try to offer up
my pain to be united with Jesus on the cross,” he
said. “But it’s a small price to pay for what I’ve been
given.”
Lance says Rick has given him much more than a
kidney. He’s taught Lance the depth of God’s love.
“He sacrificed himself to give me life and that’s
what Jesus did for us.”

Stachyra Lopez can be reached at
mstachyralopez@catholicherald.com.
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‘...Que pudo haber sido’
N

+ Ronald M. Gilmore
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

uestras Oraciones aumentan y disminuyen.
Hoy tenemos la sensación de su presencia, mañana tenemos un sentido de su
ausencia. Este patrón aparece y reaparece, una y otra vez, en todas las estaciones de nuestra vida.
Cuando este sentido de su ausencia es
particularmente fuerte, también es muy
fuerte la tentación de perder nuestros
nervios. Cuando el desaliento se establece, somos tentados a dejar de orar en
conjunto. Y eso es lo que nunca debemos
hacer. Quedarse en él, permanecer con

él, especialmente en estos tiempos.
Lo que pasa es que muchos se dan por
vencidos, pero de manera poco entusiasta. No dejen de orar en conjunto, pero se
conforman con un nivel de mediocridad
que es cómodo para ellos. Encuentran
una forma en la que puedan vivir y servir,
sin ser molestados demasiado por los
demás y sin ser molestados demasiado
por sus propias debilidades. Ellos le
sirven a él, pero sólo dentro de los límites
que ellos mismos se fijan. Dan al Señor
algo. Pero no lo que realmente él quiere
de ellos. Les gusta negociar con Dios.

Pero lo que él quiere es la entrega, no
negociación.
¿Es esto algo malo? Probablemente
no. No totalmente, en cualquier caso.
Todavía hay allí un amor genuino del
Señor, y él los bendecirá de lo poco que
han podido darse de sí mismos. Pero,
si no es malo, todavía es triste: para las
personas mismas, para sus familias, para
sus comunidades.
Él los llamó para algo especial, algo
que sólo ellos pudieran hacer y, está la
tristeza de lo que pudo haber sido.

Familia de Seminarista en
Guatemala da la bienvenida a
los Padres Skalsky y Schawe
Padres Wesley Schawe y
Padre Ted Skalsky, hermanos y hermanos de seminarista de la Diócesis de Dodge
City, Esteban Hernández (de
rodillas).

“Pasamos dos días
en la Diócesis de
Quiché, de donde
son muchas personas aquí. Visitamos el pueblo de
Uspantan, donde,
poco sabíamos
que tenían para
nosotros muchos
bautizos y matrimonios que celebrar.
Tuvimos 75 bautismos. El Padre Ted
hizo mitad y yo hice
la otra mitad.”

U

n reciente viaje a Guatemala para visitar a la familia
del seminarista de la Diócesis de Dodge City, Esteban Hernández, se convirtió en mucho más de lo pastoral que el Padre Wesley Schawe o el Padre Ted Skalsky
habían planeado.
Pero qué bendición fue.
Durante su visita del 27 de diciembre al 3 de enero,
los sacerdotes no sólo rindieron sus respetos a la familia, pero celebraron 75 bautizos, siete matrimonios,
escucharon confesiones, ungieron y sirvieron la comunión a los enfermos.
“Pasamos la mayor parte del tiempo con Esteban y
su familia,” dijo el Padre Schawe, Director de Vocaciones Sacerdotales. “Pasamos dos días en la Diócesis de

Peregrinage a
Italia del 3 al 11
de Marzo, 2018

Quiché, de donde son muchas personas aquí. Visitamos el pueblo de Uspantan, donde, poco sabíamos que
tenían para nosotros muchos bautizos y matrimonios
que celebrar.
“Tuvimos 75 bautismos,” dijo el padre Schawe con
una sonrisa. “El Padre Ted hizo mitad y yo hice la otra
mitad.”
Parte del proceso de aplicaciones para un seminarista
prospecto incluye que la diócesis conozca a la familia de
los seminaristas, ya sea de una ciudad en Kansas, o en el
medio del mundo.
“Nos quedamos en la casa de ellos, lo cual era muy
importante para Esteban. Su familia nos compartió un
cuarto para el padre Ted y otro para mí. Fue un gesto

Peregrinage dirigido por Padre Aneesh Vicario de la Catedral and Norma Álvarez, Directora de Educación Religiosa

de la Catedral.
Cost: $3000.00 (boleto de
avión incluido)
Para mas información co-

muy agradable de la familia.”
Una vez al mes, grupos dentro de la diócesis viajan a
las casas donde ofrecen comunión a los enfermos recluidos en sus hogares. Este mes, los grupos pospusieron
sus visitas para poder incorporar a los Padres Skalsky y
Schawe.
“Fue increíble”, dijo el Padre Schawe. “Aquí tenemos
a una persona. Es como todo un equipo. Una docena de
nosotros íbamos juntos a una casa. Yo tenía un grupo y
el padre Ted tenía otro grupo. Realmente fue sobre el
río y por el bosque. Caminamos por todos ellos, algunos
de los cuales eran muy remotos. Nosotros no hubiéramos podido tener una introducción mejor a la comunidad que esa.”

muníquese a Proximo al (855)
842-8001 o visite este website:
https://www.proximotravel.
com/trip-store/?action=trip_r

egistration&tripid=5161. También puede comunicarse con
Norma Álvarez a la oficina de la
Catedral 620-225-4802.
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Desde el corazón
C

+ JoHn B. BrUngardT
Obispo de Dodge City

lara tenía probablemente
más de ochenta años, y vivía
en una casa pequeña. Llevaba
gruesos anteojos y estaba casi
ciega. Cuando visitaba a Clara
para traerle la Eucaristía y conversar, ella siempre me daba una
cálida bienvenida. Nunca la vi
levantarse de su sillón favorito.
De vez en cuando me encontré

con sus cuidadores, que venían
varias veces durante día para
ayudarla.
Cuando me iba, Clara siempre decía: “Padre John, un
momento... Tengo algo para la
Iglesia”. Ella ponía un billete
de cinco dólares en su sobre de
diezmos de la parroquia, y me
lo entregaba. Esta fidelidad me

conmovía. Clara, una mujer de
edad avanzada con una renta fija,
daba al Señor con amor desde su
corazón. Ella “ha dado más que
todos los otros”, dando “en su
indigencia” (Marcos 12, 41-44).
Compartamos nuestros recursos financieros con el Señor.
Demos el diezmo a nuestra
parroquia cada fin de semana.

Hagamos oración para discernir
a quien dar nuestra limosna: a
Caridades Católicas, a la Petición
Ministerios Vibrantes, al fondo
de ayuda para incendios forestales, a una escuela católica, u a
otros. Jesús, que dio toda su vida
por nosotros, ¡nos ama tanto!
+ Monseñor John, obispo

Traducen por primera vez la Biblia al idioma de los esquimales
A
CI - Por primera vez en la historia, la Biblia ha
sido traducida a uno de los pocos idiomas en
los que todavía no se encontraba disponible: el
“inuit”, la lengua de los esquimales.
Estudiosos y biblistas de Alaska, Nunavut y
Groenlandia han participado en Toronto (Canadá)
en el primer congreso sobre la traducción de la Biblia en esta curiosa lengua, usada por los pobladores
del Ártico y difundida entre unos 30 mil esquimales
que viven principalmente en Canadá, Alaska y
Groenlandia.
Las Escrituras habían sido publicadas en 2012 tras
30 años de trabajo en “inuktitut”, un dialecto del
“inuit”. “Traducir los textos sagrados en los varios
dialectos locales ayuda a conservarlos y transmitirlos a las generaciones futuras”, aseguró Rèjean
Lussier, uno de los estudiosos que han participado
en el proyecto, al diario italiano Avvenire.
Según los responsables del proyecto, ningún libro
ha contribuido como la Biblia a la alfabetización

F

or the ﬁrst time in history, the Bible
has been translated into one of the
few languages in which it was not yet
available: the “Inuit” Of the Eskimos.
Scholars from Alaska, Nunavut and

US House votes to permanently ban federal abortion funding

Greenland participated in the ﬁrst conference on Bible translation in this curious
language, used by the people of the
Arctic and spread among some 30,000 Eskimos who live mainly in Canada, Alaska

and Greenland.
The Scriptures had been published
in 2012 after 30 years of work in “Inuktitut”, an Inuit dialect. “Translating
the sacred texts into the various local

dialects helps to preserve them and
transmit them to future generations,”
Rèjean Lussier, one of the scholars who
participated in the project, told the Italian daily Avvenire.

Envíe una carta de apoyo a nuestros seminaristas

A

hora que están en su último año de estudio, los
diáconos Schneider y Brantley han expresado lo significativo que es para ellos haber recibido sus cartas de

apoyo a través de los años. Por favor, continúen enviando
sus cartas, también a nuestros más nuevos seminaristas,
para que sepan que están orando por ellos.

BranTley, deacon Mark
(Theology IV)
Pope St. John XXIII
National Seminary
558 South Avenue
Weston, MA 02493-2699
Parish: COLG, Dodge City

STang, John
(Pre-Theology I)
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: Prince of Peace, Great Bend

SCHneider, deacon Jacob
(Theology IV)
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz

HaBaSH, austin
(Spirituality Year)
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Parish: Prince of Peace, Great Bend

FrieB, eric
(College Freshman)
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: St. Ann, Olmitz
HernandeZ, esteban
(Language Culture Church
Program)
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Parish: COLG, Dodge City

Sesiones de conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido
víctima de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier
empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al
correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva
siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a
Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y volun-

tarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones
de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register
y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.

M. Brantley

J. Schneider

a. Habash

e. Freib

J. Stang

e. Hernandez

Dodge City – Español/Spanish
Domingo, 2 de Abril, 2017
De: 3:00 – 6:00 pm
Catedral Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe
St. Augustine
3231 N. 14th Avenue
Dodge City, KS 67801
Persona a Llamar/PGC Facilitadora: Norma Alvarez
(620) 225-4802
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Confirmations begin across diocese

Chicago archbishop bans
immigration agents from churches

I

LAKIN -- On March 11 at 1 p.m., Bishop John Brungardt conferred the Sacrament
of Confirmation on six members of St. Anthony of Padua Church in Lakin. Pictured
above from left to right are: (back row) Father Rene Labrador, Khai Hernandez,
Most Reverend John Brungardt, Tom Loker, (center row) Johnney Perez, Cormac
Jones, (front row) Alyse Pollart, Julissa Beltran, Morgan Cabral.

What is Confirmation?

C

onfirmation is one of the seven sacraments through which Catholics pass in the
process of their religious upbringing. Participants are sealed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit and are strengthened in their Christian life. The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that “by the sacrament of Confirmation, (the baptized) are more
perfectly bound to the Church and are enriched with a special strength of the Holy
Spirit. Hence they are, as true witnesses of Christ, more strictly obliged to spread and
defend the faith by word and deed.” (1285)

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

n a letter to his diocesan priests, the
Archbishop of Chicago, Cardinal Blase
Cupich, has instructed churches and
schools not to voluntarily allow immigration enforcement agents onto their
property.
“With this letter I want to express my
support as we stand together in solidarity
with many of our parishioners who are
deeply troubled by the recent executive
orders related to immigration,” Cardinal
Cupich wrote to the priests.
“Their trust in you and the Church is
prompting them to come to you for support, spiritual guidance and compassion.
We need to stand together and clearly
make it known that the Archdiocese
of Chicago supports the dignity of all
persons without regard to immigration
status.”
Cardinal Cupich’s letter to priests
means that his archdiocese is joining the
hundreds of churches around the country
that have pledged not to cooperate with
immigration enforcement.
In one case, ICE agents reportedly laid
in wait outside a church hypothermia
shelter to ambush immigrants as they
were leaving.
Under President Donald Trump, Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents
have been pushing the boundaries of
preexisting policies on sensitive locations
like churches.
Many priests and lay persons see the
archbishop’s letter as a powerful warning
to Trump and ICE that churches are off
limits.

“...Immigration law does impose criminal penalties and fines for anyone who
conceals, harbors or shields from detection, in any place, an alien who has come
to, entered or remains in the United
States in violation of the law,” Cupich
stressed. Therefore he urged priests not
to offer false expectations to those seeking protection.
According to an article in the Chicago
Tribune, Cardinal Cupich instead “counseled priests who find immigration officials on their doorstep to ask for identification, the reason for the visit, and any
documents they have, such as a warrant.
If they present a warrant, priests should
ask for time to review it and call archdiocese lawyers immediately. If they don’t
have a warrant, they should be asked to
leave and archdiocese lawyers should be
contacted.”
In Chicago, Catholic school principals were asked not to share student’s
records with ICE agents without a court
order and to turn ICE agents away if they
turn up without court order. Chicago
Public Schools officials have done the
same.
Jim Rigg, superintendent of Chicago
Catholic schools wrote to his principals,
“For many of our immigrant families, the
image of Our Lady evokes comfort and
reverence. Placing such an image in your
front office, hallway or other visible area
can be a powerful sign of solidarity, particularly if this image connects culturally
to the local immigrant community.”

Chaput: Everyone who is a documented
citizen should pray for immigrants

P

hiladelphia, Pa. (CNA) - As fears of deportation threatened to keep many immigrants home from a March 19 prayer service in Philadelphia, the city’s Archbishop
Charles Chaput called on citizens and legal
residents to attend the event in support.
(At press time March 20, the Catholic Philly
had not yet reported on the event.)
“These persons and families need
our help,” Archbishop Chaput said in
his column in the archdiocesan Catholic
newspaper, the Catholic Philly. “They
are not strangers but friends. And how
we treat them will prove or disprove
whether we take our Christian discipleship seriously.”
A statement from the archdiocese noted
that Archbishop Chaput planned to lead the
prayer service for immigrants and refugees
at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and
Paul on March 19.
However, the statement noted, “because
of recent ICE actions to detain and deport
the undocumented, immigrants may avoid
the very service intended to show them the
Church’s support.”
Archbishop Chaput called on all Catholic
citizens and legal residents in the Greater
Philadelphia area to attend the prayer
service in a demonstration of solidarity for
the immigrant community in the region.
He also addressed the broader issue of

immigration in his column for the archdiocesan paper.
“For immigrants and refugees now in the
United States, or who hope to come here
in the near future, recent weeks have been
a steady diet of anxiety and confusion,” he
said, pointing to the legal battle on travel
bans that has created uncertainty for those
seeking to flee persecution or be reunited
with their families.
Inside the United States, renewed deportation efforts have left children traumatized
and families torn apart, he added.
The archbishop acknowledged the complexity of immigration policy, noting that
there are good people on both sides of the
issue. It is important not to demonize those
who hold different views, he said, pointing
to the polarization that has been created
among families, friends and colleagues.
But true immigration reform must balance government’s duty to ensure national
security with the country’s rich history of
welcoming newcomers, particularly the
oppressed, Archbishop Chaput said. “The
U.S. bishops have repeatedly called for
deep immigration reform aimed at meeting
both goals.”
It’s important to remember that those
seeking a home in the United States are
God’s children in need of help from Christ’s
disciples, he said.
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Meet the four-legged ‘Friar Carmelo’

C

C

ochabamba, Bolivia (CNA/EWTN News) – El
miembro recién del Monasterio San Francisco en
Cochabamba, Bolivia, es peludo y tiene cuatro patas.
Su nombre es fraile Carmelo, pero le dieron el
apodo de fraile Bigotón (bigote grande).
Los Frailes encontraron a este perro Schnauzer
(alemán), perdido en las calles y decidieron adoptarlo como parte de ellos, incluso llegando a vestir
al cachorro con su propio hábito.
“A veces hermanos nos reimos entre nosotros
mismos y hay un hermano aquí que también se
llama Carmelo, que tiene un bigote, por lo que fue
un tipo de fuente de inspiración [detrás de su nombre],” dijo uno de los frailes al canal de televisión
ATB.
En Facebook, se han publicado fotos por el Fraile
Franciscano Franciscan Kasper Mariusz Kapron, las
cuales han sido compartidas cientos de veces. El
fraile Carmelo puede verse corriendo y jugando en
los jardines del monasterio, e incluso “predicando a
los peces” en el estanque del monasterio.
“Su vida es todo sobre jugar y correr, dijo el Fraile
Jorge Fernández a El Dodo. “Aquí, todos los hermanos lo quieren mucho. Él es una criatura de Dios”.
La adopción se hizo posible por el grupo de rescate de animales Proyecto Narices Frías. El grupo de
animales indicó en una publicación en Facebook que
esperaban que más grupos religiosos se inspiren
en esta historia para adoptar animales en necesidad
“Ojalá todas las iglesias de nuestro país adopten
un perro y lo cuiden como fraile Bigotón,” escribió
el grupo en una publicación de Facebook, “estamos
seguros que los feligreses seguirían su ejemplo”.
Los frailes dijeron a los medios locales que el
perro tiene un poco de lado travieso y se ha sabido
que muerde cosas o las esconde en el jardín del
monasterio. Aún así, sigue siendo una parte muy
querida en la vida del monasterio.

Photos courtesy of St. Francis Monastery

ochabamba, Bolivia (CNA/EWTN News) - The
newest member of St. Francis Monastery in
Cochabamba, Bolivia, is furry and has four legs.
His name is Friar Carmelo, but they’ve nicknamed him Friar Bigotón (Spanish for mustache).
The friars found the stray schnauzer on the
streets and decided to adopt him as one of their
own, even going so far as to outfit the pup with
his own Franciscan habit.
“Sometimes we brothers have a laugh among
ourselves, and there is a brother here that is also
called Carmelo, who has a moustache, so that
was sort of the inspiration [behind his name],”
one of the friars told local television channel ATB.
In Facebook photos posted by Franciscan Friar
Kasper Mariusz Kapron, which have been shared
hundreds of times, Friar Carmelo can be seen
running and playing throughout the monastery
grounds, and even “preaching to the fish” in the
monastery pond.
“His life is all about playing and running,” friar
Jorge Fernandez told The Dodo. “Here, all of the
brothers love him very much. He is a creature of
God.”
The adoption was made possible by animal
rescue group Proyecto Narices Frías (Cold Nose
Project). The animal group stated in a post on
Facebook that they hoped more religious groups
would be inspired by the story to adopt animals
in need.
“If only all the churches of our country adopt
a dog and care for him like Friar Bigotón,” the
group wrote in a post on Facebook, “we are sure
that the parishioners would follow his example.”
The friars told local media that the dog has a bit
of a naughty side, and has been known to chew
things or hide them in the monastery garden.
Still, he remains a beloved part of monastery life.
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

ACROSS
1
1 Canonized ones
6 Son of Jacob
10 Good habit
10
11 Certain classes
12 They make up a decade
12
16 Celestial being
18 It was thought to be the
abode of unbaptized but
innocent
18
20 Homeland of the first
American-born saint
21 Brother of Ham and
22
Japheth
22 “…a poor man is better
than a ___” (Prov 19:22)
26
23 “___ Lord, we are perishing.” (Mt 8:25)
24 Tithing percent
32
26 W h a t t h e M a g i
brought
28 Certain opening
32 Dinah’s relationship to
35
Jacob
33 Archdiocese in Massachusetts
35 Catholic star of “Samson and
Delilah”
36 “___ My God to Thee”
doWn
2 Home of St. Teresa
3 Jesus told Peter to cast this
out
4 Yemen, in biblical times
5 “I desire ___, not sacrifice.”
(Mt 9:13)

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

11

13

14

19

15

16

20

17

21

23

24

25
27

28

29

30

33

31

34

36
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

7 He went to heaven in a whirlwind
8 Supreme ___
9 A religious
13 “Come to me, all who ___ and
are heavy laden” (Mt 11:28)
14 An archangel
15 Aaron’s staff turned into
this
17 Movie reviewer/film critic
who was a former altar boy

19 Last Supper question
21 “Feed my ___.” (Jn 21:17)
25 Biblical heroine
27 “…and blessed is the ___ of
thy womb…”
29 The Church Militant is here
30 Municipal pope?
31 “It is not good for man to be
___.” (Gen 2:18)
32 Catholic comedian DeLuise
34 The Dead or the Red

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

d�� r���, FiCF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

T���� M����, FiCF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, and Greensburg councils.

a��� C�����

(785) 728-2147 oﬃce • (785) 871-1991

Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

g����� S�������, FiCF, lUTCF, ClU

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce • (785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley

d���� r���, FiCF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell
Ransom council

TeaSer THe FirST: Dave the journalist has
landed a job somewhere. The problem is, he
doesn’t know where. All he knows is that it is
in one of 6 cities lined up in a row in northern
Canada: Eh Land, Hockeyville, Curling Town,
Snowburg, New France, and Canada City. However, his employer has left clues.
1. Curling Town is 2 cities away from the
job’s location.
2. Hockeyville is 3 cities away from Snowburg.
3. Snowburg is on the right end.
4. New France is not the location.
5. Eh Land is 3 cities from Curling Town.
6. Canada City is 4 cities away from Snowburg.
7. Eh Land is next to the location and another
place that isn’t the location.
Dave is lazy, so he is paying for you to find
out where he is working.

S���� l����������
Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

d�� o������
(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

d.J. r����

(913) 687-0164

Spearville, Wright, Dodge City, Ashland, Ness City,
and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

st. seBastian’s soduKo

(785) 301-2676 oﬃce • (785) 623-8716 cell

TeaSer THe SeCond:
Example: ClUe: Display
the animal hair
“liTeral” anSWer:
Show Fur.
end anSWer:
Chauffeur. Get it?
1. Two bangs
2. 2 + 2, plaster healer
3. Viewed equine

4. Ash Colored, 22nd
letter
5. Square opposite,
stumble
6. Not Hot, holiday meat
7. Wagon, Tire
8. Church bench, leg
joint
9. Bake the novel
10. Ringer, young man

TEASER THE THIRD: Example: the words; A car - A
tree - An elephant.. they all have trunks.
1. A Ball - A Fish - A Cold
2. A Ball - A Salad - A Coin
3. A Cork - A Question - A Balloon
4. A Bottle - A Baseball Player - A Mushroom
5. A Bell - Mouth - A Shoe
6. A Tug of War - The Nightly News - A Boat
7. Seventeen - Time - People
8. A Basketball Court - A Highway - A
Bowling Alley
9. Fog - A Jack - A Body Builder
10. A Hockey Game - A Restaurant
- A Bank
(left) To solve a Soduko, fill in the
table so that the numbers from 1 to 9
will be in each column, each row and
each 3x3 box only once. every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener los números
a partir la 1 a 9. Cada columna debe
contener los números a partir la 1 a
9. Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of sodukooftheday.com.
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priests on the prairie

Father Henry Hildebrandt
Died March 26, 2016

Father Hildebrandt
received a Papal mandate by Pope Francis in
2016 designating him a
Missionary of Mercy. in
this capacity he was to
be a visible symbol of
the Father’s mercy and
loving kindness.

F

ather Hildebrandt was born in Grove City, Pa., on March 26, 1955. Before studying for the priesthood, he served as pastoral minister at Sacred Heart Parish in Pratt (1976-1983). He was ordained to the priesthood
on June 20, 1987 by Bishop Schlarman at Sacred Heart Church, Pratt.
Father Hildebrandt served as associate pastor at St. Rose of Lima, Great
Bend (1987-1990), before receiving his first pastorate at Liberal (19902001). During this assignment he also served in the following diocesan
positions: Director of Vocations and Director of Seminarians; Director of
Pastoral Ministry Formation and the ITV Network; and Chair of the Building Commission.
At Liberal, he established the first site for Perpetual Adoration in the
diocese.
His additional pastoral assignments included: St. Lawrence, Jetmore,
with St. Anthony Hanston, (2001-2004) and St. John the Baptist, Spearville, (2003-2004); and Sacred Heart, Ness City, with St. Aloysius, Ransom,
(2004-2016).
Father Hildebrandt received a Papal mandate by Pope Francis in 2016
designating him a Missionary of Mercy during the Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy. In this capacity he was to be a visible symbol of the Father’s
mercy and loving kindness.
Father Hildebrandt died after suffering a heart attack at the age of 61
on his birthday, March 26, 2016, Bishop Emeritus Gilmore of Dodge City
celebrated the funeral Mass in Sacred Heart Church, Ness City. Burial was
in the parish cemetery.

March 26, 2017
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Pope Francis’
Monthly intentions;
March 2017

Support for
Persecuted Christians
That persecuted Christians may
be supported by the prayers and
material help of the whole Church.

For the latest
movie reviews,
visit
www.catholic
news.com
/movies.cfm

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437

adVantaGe
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SKC dates,
deadlines
April 16/April 5
April 30/April 19
May 14/May 3
May 28/May 17
June 11/May 31
July 16/July 5
Aug. 13/July 16
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Issue date/
deadline

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
G OD I I

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

A S D A L

L

L O V

I

T U W D C W Z Q R O

Dates are subject to change.

Questions? Contact dave
at skregister@dcdiocese.
org, or call (620) 227-1519.

ANSWERS

K R

J

T B Y F

R T A Q T
I

N G S
I

J Q

V A S

F

P E R S O N A L

L B L

Z V

I

P D B V

S N N P V A C A B G G D B H

A P V E S

J

J

I

C C

I

R X R Z C E K M

N

I

Z R

I

J

S N

J M T N T C E

F

T

T H

I

U

I

D D A A E E A

I

O M F G X N X N E B N L Q T

N

I

I

Q R D X G J U U R O T

T

L O M N

T B

I

S R D

I
I

H N R N M K D K T

I

Y E

Largest
Selection of

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

O R R K A F C
I

O E K M R

T M N F

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

E E O
I

N R

P O T E N T O W T

E A S Y T C E
ALL LOVING
CREATOR
ETERNAL
IMMANENT
INFINITE

I

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

F R E P X

OMNIPOTENT
OMNISCIENT
ONE
PERFECT
PERSONAL

I

Y O

RELATIONAL
SAVIOR
SPIRIT
TRANSCENDENT
TRIUNE

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

S A I N
V
E
V I R T
L
H A I L
A
L I M B
S
O
L I A R
T
G I F T
R
D A U G
O
I
M A T U

T S
M
H
E
U E
R E
B
C
M A R Y S
A
E
O
P E R
H
P
S A V E
E
E
N
S
L E T
T
A
H T E R
E
T
R E
H

R E U B E N
L
E
U
L I G I O N
J
N
A N G E L
H
B
U
S H E M
H
R
T E N T H
E
U S P R A Y
R
L
B O S T O N
A
E
N
N E A R E R

FirST:
Order: Curling Town, Canada
City, Hockeyville, Eh Land, New
France, Snowburg.
Location: Hockeyville
(Sorry though, no money)
SeCond:
1. Parachutes
2. Forecast
3. Sawhorse
4. Gravy
5. Roundtrip
6. Cold-turkey
7. Cartwheel
8. Puny
9. Cookbook
10. Bellboy
THIRD:
1. they are caught
2. they are tossed
3. they are popped
4. they have caps
5. they have tongues
6. they have anchors
7. they are magazines
8. they have lanes
9. they lift
10. they have checks

Obituaries
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Emanuel “Manuel” Herrman, 88, of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish,
Dodge City, died Friday, March 3, 2017. He
was a farmer and for five years worked in
the sales department at the Ford Implement
Company in Hutchinson. Survivors include
his wife, Verlene; two sons, John and Perry;
a daughter, Cindy Kinsley; two step-sons,
Terry Racette and Jeff Racette; and a sister,
Mary Ann Petrick. Father Wesley Schawe
presided.
Jeffery Allen Flax, 48, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge
City, died March 4, 2017. He worked for
Southwest Livestock, Mueting Nursery and
was the owner of J & M Lawn Service for
many years. During the winter months he
worked for Ripple and Liebl Vet Clinic and
the Vet barn at Winter Livestock Sale Barn.
He was a member of the Knights of Columbus. He is survived by his wife Michele;
three sons, Brennen, Tanner and Hunter;
mother, Joan; five brothers, Kenny, Terry,
Kevin, Brad, and Brian; as well as several
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins,
and his extended family. Father Aneesh
Parappanattu presided.
Loretta C. Staley, 95, of St. Mary Parish,

Garden City, died March 11, 2017. She
was preceded in death by her husband,
John W. Staley on Sept. 3, 2004. In her
younger years she played the piano at
different community events. She and her
husband farmed in Finney County. She
drove a school bus for several years. Survivors include two sons, Pete and Jim; five
daughters, Patricia Blech, Lavon Jenkins,
Anna Mae Brown, Nancy Kincaid, and Ila
Finch; brother Raymond Long; four sisters,
Betty Towles, Louise Long, Nora Brown
and Joan Livingston; 12 grandchildren; 20
great-grandchildren; and one great-greatgranddaughter.
M. John Heinz, 91, of St. Anthony Parish, Fowler, died March 10, 2017. After
graduating from high school, he continued his farming and ranching career. In
addition, he worked for many years as a
dirt contractor. He was a member of the
Knights of Columbus. His wife, Kathryn M.
Krisle, preceded him in death on April 21,
2013. He is survived by daughters Diana
Haywood, Janet Heinz, and Rebecca Heinz;
sons, Doug, Fred, and Van; three sisters,
Rita Hoffman, Melva Dewell, and Mary
Jane Edwards; 11 grandchildren; and 10

Scripture Readings
Sunday, March 26; Fourth
Sunday of Lent
First Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 1013/Ephesians 5:8-14/John
9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17,
34-38
Monday, March 27
Isaiah 65:17-21/John 4:4354
Tuesday, March 28
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12/John
5:1-3, 5-16
Wednesday, March 29
Isaiah 49:8-15/John 5:1730
Thursday, March 30
Exodus 32:7-14/John 5:3147
Friday, March 31
Wisdom 2:1, 12-22/John
7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday, April 1
Jeremiah 11:18-20/John
7:40-53
Sunday, April 2; Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel 37:12-14/Romans
8:8-11/ John 11:1-45 or
11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45
Monday, April 3
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17,
19-30, 33-62 or 13:41-62/
John 8:1-11
Tuesday, April 4
Numbers 21:4-9/John
8:21-30
Wednesday, April 5
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92,
95/John 8:31-42
Thursday, April 6
Genesis 17:3-9/John 8:5159

Friday, April 7; Saint John
Baptist de la Salle, priest
Jeremiah 20:10-13/John
10:31-42
Saturday, April 8
Ezekiel 37:21-28/John
11:45-57
Sunday, April 9; Passion
(Palm) Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11
Psalm 24
Psalm 47
or The Solemn Entrance
Matthew 21:1-11
or The Simple Entrance
Readings for Mass
Isaiah 50:4-7/Philippians
2:6-11/Matthew 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll free,
866-327-6578: Provides confidential, shortterm emotional support, advice, and qualified
referrals directly to rural families struggling
with an unmet emotional, medical, financial,
or legal need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services,
toll-free, 800-321-3276: Helps farmers,
agricultural lenders and USDA agencies

resolve disputes in a confidential and nonadversarial setting outside the traditional
legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for Rural
Kansans, toll free, 866-271-0853: Helps farmers, ranchers, and their families to make a
transition from farming and ranching to nonfarm employment.

Help for pregnant women, or mothers
of young children, to quit smoking
Freedom From Smoking: Catholic Charities
is offering a one-on-one smoking cessation
program for any woman who is pregnant, or
who has children under the age of three. The
program uses the American Lung Association

Freedom from Smoking materials, and any
woman who completes the program is eligible
for an incentive of her choice, including diapers,
a car seat, a stroller, or a pack and play. For more
information, call Amy Falcon at 620-227-1590.

Hearing Aid assistance
Do you have a parishioner who needs hearing aid assistance? The Starkey Hearing Foundation provides hearing aid assistance for those
with financial need. There is an application
processing fee of $125 per hearing aid request;

contact Hear Now to discuss eligibility before
completing an application for assistance: 800328-8602, or Hearnow@starkey.com. When
an application is approved, aids are given to
the applicant at no additional cost.

March 26, 2017

great-grandchildren.
Jean Berning-Schawe, 74, of St.
Andrew Parish, Wright, died March
19, 2017. She was a Registered Nurse
and owner of Golden Medical, Dodge
City. Survivors include her husband,
Ben; two daughters, Nancy Smith and
Stephanie Jenek; five brothers, James
Kerschen, Leroy Kerschen, Thomas
Kerschen, Joseph Kerschen and Dale
Kerschen; three sisters, JoAnn Sigman,
Lorena Forrest and Mary Winter; 13
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. Father Robert Schremmer
presided.
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Marguerite Pati Ann Cannon, 82, of
St. Patrick Parish, Plains, died March
20, 2017. No further information was
available at press time. A complete
listing will be included in the next SKC.

Obituary policy

Obituary listings are printed free of
charge, and must be edited for space
and SKC style. If we are missing an
obituary listing, call (620) 227-1519,
or email skregister@dcdiocese.org.
Please pray for all those suffering the
loss of a friend or loved one.

Bishop John’s Calendar
March 26-April 16

March 26: Daughters of Isabella State Convention Mass at St. Dominic Catholic
Church in Garden City at 10:30 a.m.; Bishop meets with the Diocesan Youth Council at the Chancery.
March 29: Confirmation at St. Helen Catholic Church in Hugoton at 6:30 p.m.
	April 1: Confirmation at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Scott City at 10 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Greensburg.
	April 4: Confirmation at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Dighton at 6:30 p.m.
	April 5: Lenten Penance Service at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in
Claflin at 6 p.m.
	April 6: Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church
in Dodge City at 11 a.m.
	April 8: Confirmation at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church at 1 p.m.
	April 13: Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Dodge City at 7 p.m.
	April 14: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion in Spanish at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Dodge City at 6:30 p.m.
	April 15: Mass of the Easter Vigil at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in Dodge City at 8:45 p.m.
	April 16: Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord Mass in Spanish at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City at 12 p.m.
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Lenten
Regulations

A tasty Lenten tradition

(From 1888)

T

Continued from Page 1
fast and abstain, so
as to eat only one
full meal a day.
Those who usually
take three meals
a day are allowed
a light breakfast,
consisting of a cup
of coffee, tea or
chocolate with a
little bread; in the
evening collation
is allowed consisting of about onefourth of an usual
meal. Those who take
only two meals a
day, may take their
collation in the
morning and their
principal meal in
the evening.

Mining The
Archives
Tim Wenzl

Archivist,
Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City

By Papal Indult the use of fleshmeat is
allowed at every meal on Sunday and at
the principal meal on all Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, except on
the Saturdays in Ember and Holy Week. The
use of fleshmeat and fish at the same meal,
however, is forbidden.
Milk, eggs, cheese, butter and lard are allowed.
From fasting are excused the Faithful under
twenty-one and those of sixty years of age,
the sick and convalescent, women in pregnancy and giving suck, all who have hard
work to perform, and also teachers who have
laborious work in teaching their classes
several hours a day, in preparing or teaching their lessons, those who nurse the sick
in hospitals. The soldiers who are in the
United States forts in military service, are
excused from abstinence throughout the year
except on those six days: Ash Wednesday, the
last three days of Holy Week, the days before the feast of the Assumption and before
Christmas. Their families living with them
enjoy the same privilege. They are bound
to observe the fast like the other Faithful, except as far as the use of fleshmeat
is concerned. Persons who are inmates of
State, County or City institutions, who are
not their own masters, are except from abstaining from the use of fleshmeat for the
reason of its being impossible; when abstinence can be practiced they fall under the
same rule as the other Faithful in regard
to abstinence and fasting.
Those excused from fasting may use fleshmeat
at their discretion at every meal on those
days on which the use of fleshmeat is allowed, but on the other days they are bound
to abstain from it.
In all cases of doubt we refer the Faithful
to apply individually either to their parish
priest or to their Father Confessor.
By a special Indult of the Holy See the
Faithful are allowed the use of fleshmeat
on all Saturdays throughout the year, (unless any be a special day of fasting) for
which they should compensate by works of
charity.
M.J. Casey
Adm. Diocese Wichita

By Annie Brickweg
Catholic Rural Life Office
o commemorate Lent and the new edition of
“Cooking for Christ” cookbook, coming out later
this year, the Catholic Rural Life Office wants to
share one of its favorite recipes.
Florence Berger first created “Cooking for Christ”
in 1946. This “kitchen prayer book” leads readers
through the liturgical seasons and applicable recipes surrounding special feast days, holidays and
other traditions.
The new edition of the vintage cookbook preserves the original stories and recipes, but also
includes new recipes, reflections, and Church
traditions. Faithful to the liturgical year, this book
celebrates food, family and faith.
Contact Annie@CatholicRuralLife.org to add your
name to the waiting list for the new edition.

Hot Cross Buns

Florence’s reflection:
A variation of Lenten bread, famous in song and
story, is the hot cross bun. You can still find them
in bakers’ windows around the beginning of Lent.
I have often thought of how many more would be
bought and sold if that baker would hang a tray of
buns around his neck and set forth in his apron and
high hat down main street singing:
Hot cross buns! Hot cross buns!
	One a penny, two a penny, Hot cross buns!
	If you have no daughters
	Give them to your sons.
With all our modern marketing methods, we lack
color and tradition. Imagine a little boy yearning
for a hot cross bun that a radio announcer described as “Um-m good.” Hot cross buns are Freddie’s specialty and he will guarantee to consume
more than any two other people in the house. As
long as he makes them, he can eat as many as he
wants.

Recipe:
Makes 18 to 20 buns
2 cups whole milk, scalded and cooled
4 to 6 cups whole wheat flour
¾ cup sugar
2 large eggs
1 cake yeast or 1 package dry yeast
¼ cup lukewarm water
¼ cup shortening
1 cup dried currants or raisins
1 egg beaten with 1 tsp water
Confectioners’ sugar icing (see recipe below)
Directions:
Combine milk, shortening, sugar and eggs. Dissolve yeast in
lukewarm water. When it bubbles, add yeast to milk mixture.
Stir in 4 cups flour, and using an electric mixer with a paddle
attachment, beat the dough hard. Add enough additional
flour to make a soft dough. Stir in the currants. Cover the
dough, and refrigerate until ready to use.
Remove from the refrigerator and bring to room temperature. Shape the dough into buns, and cut each top with the
mark of a cross. Set aside on a lightly greased baking sheet,
cover with a towel, and let rise for 1 hour.
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Brush the tops of the
buns with the beaten egg.
Bake for 15 minutes, or until golden brown and puffed.
Remove from the oven, and cool completely before decorating with the crosses.
Icing for Crosses
1 cup confectioners’ sugar, sifted
1 tablespoon milk, or more as needed
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Directions:
Mix the ingredients together, and scoop them into a plastic
bag or a pastry bag. Push the icing down to one corner, and
snip off a small piece of the bag. Squeeze out the icing in a
“cross” shape onto the top of each bun. Set aside to firm.

Pope Francis’s Holy Week schedule
V
atican City (CNA/EWTN News) - With Easter less
than a month away, plans have already been set
in the Vatican for the celebrations surrounding Easter,
and the lead-up to Holy Week will be filled with several
papal daytrips, Masses, and liturgies.
On March 25, the feast of the Annunciation of the
Lord, Francis made a daylong pastoral visit to Milan,
where he celebrated Mass, met with youth who recently received Confirmation, and visited the city’s cathedral
and a prison.
The pope will start the month of April by making
another daylong visit to the northern Italian town of
Carpi, during which he will commemorate the nearly 20
people who died when an earthquake struck the region
in 2012.
One week later Pope Francis will say Mass for Palm
Sunday at 10 a.m. in St. Peter’s Square April 9, during
which he will process with palms from the obelisk in the
middle of the square to the main altar, as is tradition.
During the Mass, the World Youth Day
Cross will be handed over from Poland
to Panama, signaling the location of
the next international encounter in
2019. As is customary, the pope will
also deliver his message for WYD at
a local level, which this year holds
the theme “The Mighty One has
done great things for me, and
holy is his name,” taken
from Lk 1:49.
On April 13, Pope
Francis will offer the

Chrism Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica at 9:30 a.m., which
will be concelebrated with the cardinals, patriarchs,
archbishops, bishops, and priests present in Rome.
Then in the afternoon he will say the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper with the traditional washing of feet. The
location of this year’s Holy Thursday liturgy has yet to
be announced, but Francis has typically chosen to hold
it either in prisons or centers for the sick and disabled.
Last year the celebration was held at a refugee welcoming center on the outskirts of Rome.
On Good Friday the pope will preside over an afternoon liturgy commemorating the Lord’s Passion in
St. Peter’s Basilica at 5 p.m., with the papal preacher
Father Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap., delivering the
homily, as usual.
Later that night he will make his way to the Colosseum to pray the Via Crucis with the faithful at 9:15
p.m., extending his blessing to all present. The name of
the person writing this year’s meditations has yet to be
announced.
The following night, Holy Saturday, Francis will
celebrate the Easter Vigil in St. Peter’s Basilica
at 8:30 p.m. In previous years he has baptized
and confirmed several individuals during the
celebration, and is expected to do so again
this year.
On April 16, Easter Sunday, the Pope
will hold a public Mass in St. Peter’s
Square at 10 a.m. Immediately after, he will give his
special “urbi et orbi”
blessing, “to the city
and to the world.”

