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“Mar� did not �eel asha�ed. She pro�lai�ed
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Celebrate
priests!

+ Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
Bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City

W

ith great joy I call two of
our sons to be Ordained
this Spring for the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City. Deacon
Mark Brantley and Deacon Jacob
Schneider will be ordained Priests
on Saturday, June 3, at 10 a.m.
Holy Mass at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge
City. You, your family, friends,
parishioners and guests are most
cordially invited to participate in
this celebration of the immense
love of Jesus Christ. Please come
to see your future parish priests
receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders in this extraordinary blessing
from our Merciful Father. Let’s
“fill the Cathedral” in 2017!
Thank you for your incredible
generosity to all our seminarians and priests! Each of our 48
parishes has a priest, diocesan or
missionary, to offer Holy Mass,
confessions, the anointing of
the sick; to preach and teach;
and to shepherd his flock. Let us
celebrate our ordained priests!
We need your prayers and support now more than ever. A few
statistics, as of July 1, 2017. We
are blessed with:
• 15 retired priests and bishops,
including 3 over 90 years old.
• 16 full-time active diocesan
priests: 5 under 50 years old; 3 in
their 50s; 8 over 60.
• 15 missionary priests, from the
USA and 5 other countries; from
6 dioceses and 3 religious orders.
Jesus said to “be not afraid.”
Let us encourage the boys and
single men of the diocese to
consider the seminary. Let us
build up strong families that are
devout in their faith. Let us pray
for all vocations, that the Lord
may lead each person to holiness
in a particular way. Jesus is with
us always: He loves us more than
we can ask or imagine!
+ Bishop John

-- Matthew 28:6

I

t was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud
voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had
said this, he breathed his last. The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.”

E

•

•

•

ra ya como la hora sexta, cuando descendieron tinieblas sobre
toda la tierra hasta la hora novena al eclipsarse el sol. El velo
del templo se rasgó en dos. Y Jesús, clamando a gran voz, dijo: Padre, en tus manos encomiendo mi espiritu. Y habiendo dicho esto,
expiró. Cuando el centurión vio lo que había sucedido, gloriﬁcaba a
Dios, diciendo: Ciertamente, este hombre era inocente.
-- Luke 23:44-47
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A ‘sip of the resurrection’
T

+ Most Rev.
Ronald M. Gilmore
Bishop of Dodge City

he Archbishop of Ravenna, St. Peter
Chrysologus, (+450) prayed his way through
the story of Lazarus. What he found there, he
said, was a sip of the resurrection. An arresting
phrase, that: a sip of the resurrection. I offer it
to you as an Easter gift.
Every time your back aches, every time your
hands hurt, every time your knees crack, every
time your memory fails, you are tasting in your
own body a sip of the resurrection. You are
longing for something you do not yet have.
But it hurts, you say. Yes it does. Resurrection

comes through the cross.
Every time you are wounded by a word,
every time you are saddened by a separation,
every time you are perplexed by a refusal of
reconciliation, every time you are startled
to meet evil in another, every time you long
for real communion, you are tasting in your
relationships a sip of the resurrection. You are
longing for something you do not yet have.
But it hurts, you say. Yes it does. Resurrection
comes through the cross.
Every time sin lacerates the body of the

Church, every time your people belong more
to the world than to God, every time your
people stay away from Sunday Mass, every
time your people refuse to accept the Word
you preach to them, every time your people
insist on making their own church, you are
tasting in your parish a sip of the resurrection.
You are longing for something you do not yet
have. But it hurts, you say. Yes it does. Resurrection comes through the cross.
Sip now on earth so that you can drink deep
then in heaven.

Save the Date

All invited to share in June 3 priestly ordinations

T

he Most Rev. John B. Brungardt will ordain Deacon Mark Brantley and Deacon Jacob Schneider as priests of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City at 10 a.m., Saturday, June 3, at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 3231 North Fourteenth Street, Dodge City.
The public is welcome to join in celebrating the Ordination Mass, and to share in the reception that follows.
Deacon Jacob Schneider

Deacon Mark Brantley

April 28 wine tasting, auction, to
Understand the Catholic Church raise funds for Catholic Charities
Editor’s Note: For more information, see
the color ad on Page 23.
ant to learn more about wine, but not
sure about where to start?
One option is to purchase a hundred
bottles of wine, invite some friends over
and start sipping away in the privacy of your
home. But this option could get expensive
and not-to-mention wasteful if you don’t
like nine-tenths of the wine. Besides, how
much can you learn about wine in isolation, or with friends whose expertise is no
greater than your own?
A second option is to attend the Annual
Catholic Charities Wine Tasting Event where
you’ll have an opportunity to try not just
wine, but some fine craft beer and spirits
as well. This year, the event will take place
from 7 to 10 p.m., April 28 at the Great Bend
Event Center, 3111 10th St. Admission is
$50 per person or $450 for a table of 10.
“This is a great opportunity for a group
of friends to get together--post tax season-for a fun evening while supporting a good
cause” said Rebecca Ford, Event Coordinator.
The evening features a broad selection of
wines, craft beers and spirits from around
the world, hors d’oeuvres prepared by The
Club at Stone Ridge, live entertainment by
Classical Guitarist, Richard J Falcon Jr. and

W

Theology of the Church
Pastoral Ministry Formation

Contact Coleen Stein, cstein@dcdiocese.org or (620) 227-1538.
Or visitdcdiocese.org/pastoral-ministry-formation

a large silent auction of interesting and
creative items.
A live auction kicks off with auctioneer
for the evening, T.R. Esfeld, at 8 p.m. In addition to support from Standard Beverage
and Chlumsky’s Liquormart, the event is
sponsored, in part, by Curt’s Oil Operations,
Great Bend Tribune, Robert J Schmisseur Attorney at Law, Larry and Kathy Schugart,
the Dominican Sisters of Peace, First Kansas
Bank, Great Bend Farm & Ranch Expo, and
Larry and Pat Keenan.
The Annual Wine Tasting Event is the
major fundraiser for Catholic Charities,
helping the agency meet community needs
for pregnancy and teen mom support,
infant adoption, addiction and mental
health counseling, relationship education
and family support services, emergency
assistance, non-food pantry supplies, housing assistance, immigration and refugee
support, and disaster relief for tornadoes,
wildfires and other destructive events.
For more information and reservations
for the event, contact Rebecca Ford at
620-792- 1393, or by email at rford@
CatholicCharitiesSWKS.org. Reservations
can also be made online at www.CatholicCharitiesSWKS.org/wine-tasting-event, or
in person at the Catholic Charities office
located at 2201 16th St.

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers who work with children to participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness session. Through the
Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other educational efforts of the diocese, all people of
the diocese can learn how to discuss different aspects of abuse -- including sexual abuse
-- with children and how to teach them to protect themselves.
For updated listings, visit www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.

Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have been a victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an employee
or volunteer of the Diocese of Dodge City, you are asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home; dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You
always have the right to directly contact the Department for Children and Families/Kansas
Protection Report Center: Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.
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‘Honorable courtship’

At the second annual SKYAC: Young adults learn
the art and soul of healthy relationships
By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
he answer couldn’t be simpler:
“You were created for love and to be
loved; when you do so you get extreme happiness. When you live that out on the earth, in
your life here, that will result in communion with
God and salvation in heaven. That’s what this
whole thing is about.”
-- “SKYAC” keynote speaker, David DiNuzzo
But finding love--seeking a meaningful relationship that leads to marriage--can be anything but
easy.
Dozens of young adults ages 18-40
from across the diocese attended
the second annual SKYAC (Southwest
Kansas Young Adult Conference),
March 24-25 at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. Attending the
conference were more than 50 single
and married young adults, some with
children in tow.
DiNuzzo was one of several speakers, including the Most Rev. John
Brungardt, who discussed issues
relevant to both singles and married
couples.
“When you use someone as a
means to the end … for your satisfaction, for your perceived happiness,
that’s not what the Church wants,”
DiNuzzo said. “…The Church wants
you to do it in the right way, utilizing ‘honorable courtship’, which is

T

based in virtue, based on prayer, based
on the life of the Church, based on
what’s best for you.”
Married and a father of four, DiNuzzo
is a professor of Theology at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Middle and High School
in Beloit, Kans. He is a catechist, author,
blogger and retreat master. DiNuzzo
is the founder of TrueManhood Men’s
Ministry, for which he has spoken across
the country.
“If you’re into honorable courtship,” he
said, addressing the single participants,
“it’s because you see the possibility of
marriage. That’s in your vocation. So,
don’t make up these little excuses why
you don’t want to get married. If you’re
not ready for marriage, you’re not ready
for a relationship.”
People pursuing relationships should
accept the advice of parents, friends, and
even their priest. They may see things
that you don’t.
“Ladies, the idea of a fortress needs to
come to mind,” DiNuzzo said. “Imagine
you’re up in the tower of a castle. You’re
there because you’re a princess--and I’m
not talking some Disney princess--I’m
talking a daughter of the king, because
that’s exactly what you are, and you absolutely deserve to be treated as such.
“If your father and brothers and close
friends are doing what they should, there
should not only be a guard at the bottom
of the tower, there should be an electrified fence, attack dogs, a moat, another
Above, David
electrified fence and then a guard shack,
DiNuzzo speaks
so that when a suitor comes, he earns
at the second
the right to make his way closer to you-annual SKYAC
closer to your heart.
about “honor“And little by little … you allow him in,
able courtship.”
but at a distance. There is no set time for
At left is Directhis. It’s when it’s appropriate. Which is
tor of Young
why your family, friends, and priest are
Adult Ministry,
helping you. You allow him closer to your
Gentry Heiheart. And then, and only then, when
merman, who
it has been decided upon by everyone
organized the
around you that this is the guy, you creevent. Below
ate the courtship toward marriage.”
are all those
DiNuzzo admitted that when he was a
who attended.
youth, he was into football,
Photos by David Myers
working out, and girls.
“We ... see what the world
is saying and promoting....
Are you courageous enough
to say I want better for
myself, and I’m willing to do
more? And even if it’s counter-cultural, are you willing
to say, I’m going to do it the
right way?
“I think when you do it the
right way, happiness is more
abundant. I know that deep
down inside all of you desire
this happiness. … It is a reward of sorts for your action,
for your holiness. That’s what
you end up receiving.”
But it’s not easy, he said.
“You have to work at it.”
The second annual SKYAC
was organized by Gentry Heimerman, Director of Young
Adult Ministry.
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Beauty and the ‘Beast’?

S

poiler alert! If you haven’t seen
“Beauty and the Beast,” and don’t
know how the movie ends, don’t read
any more.
If you’re still reading this, then you know
that the movie ends with the Confederates
marching on Richmond. Matt Damon is
incredible as the unflappable Captain Stewart, seamstress to the Union Army known
for gallantly repairing the coat of General
Ambrose Burnside when he tore his cuff
during the Battle of Fredericksburg.
Okay, that’s not really how “Beauty and
the Beast” ended. If you are ready to hear
the truth--the cold, hard truth--read on.
The fact is, the story is inexorably flawed,
including its ending. My thoughts on this
immediately follow the semi-colon:
1) Why did the prince get so depressed
about being turned into a beast? Imagine
just being an ordinary Joe, then suddenly
being given super strength, and claws and
an animal’s sense of smell and hearing and
sight and all that, yet still being able to read
and enjoy movies and drive to Taco Bell?
If it had been me, I’d be like, “THIS IS SO
AWESOME!” It’d be like suddenly being
one of the X-Men! I’d shout, “Thank you,
strange person for the magical make-over!
Your curse is truly a blessing!”
The first thing I would do as the beast is
to march into town and let everyone know
that, hey, I’m cool. I’d throw out a few selfdeprecating jokes to put everyone at ease
like, “I just washed my hair and I can’t do
a thing with it!” To which everyone would
roar with laughter because it’s so darned
funny.
Then I’d invite the whole town over for a
party, after which the townsfolk would go
home discussing not my being a frightening
beast, but instead how good the mini-hotdogs in barbecue sauce tasted.
And soon—very soon—they would forget
that I look any different than they do! Soon
I would just be Dave … or Phil … or Dennis
…, and they would think only of what’s in
my heart and mind, not my outward appearance.
But instead? Once the prince is transformed into a beast, he gets all depressed
and hides himself away to pout for years
on end: Oh, boo hoo. I’m such a beast.
Poor, poor me.
What a waste of time! What a waste of
gifts! What a waste of awesomeness.
2) And here lies the second thing that bugs
me about the story: So, Belle, she becomes
the only one who really enters his life. First,
she’s taken aback. That’s understandable.
She’s a prisoner in his castle, after all. But
eventually, she’s like, “You know? The
beast is really not so bad! In fact, he’s really
charming! And he likes Shakespeare! And
... and when his fleas jumped into my hair,
I don’t even care!”
That’s right! She’s so totally into him that
she doesn’t even care about catching his
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Commentary
St. Raphaela Mary Porras y Allyon
1850-1925

By Dave Myers
Editor

fleas. She falls in love with him--just the
way he is, fur, fleas and all.
Let’s think on that for a moment.
Have you thought on it for a moment?
Okay, let’s move on (only if you’re ready).
The irony is that once Belle expresses her
deep love for him, the spell is broken and
he is changed back into the human being
he once was.
We’re asked to think, “Ahhhh, he’s again
a handsome prince! Now their love can be
true! Oh, happy, happy day!”
The problem is that transformation had
already occurred in her heart! He already
was beautiful to her, fur and all! That’s
what love is! (As a side note, their halfbeast, half-human children would be too
cool for words.)
Granted, over time she will grow to love
the guy as she did the beast, but not before
urging him to grow out his hair and nails.
As the movie concludes, it feels as if
she’s with someone else entirely. Have you
noticed he doesn’t speak at the end? That
would be just too much separation between
the creature he was, and the person he’s
become. He would seem too different.
To make it a truly happy ending, the pair
would have thanked the “witch” for changing the candle-stick and clock and various
and a sundry dinnerware back into their
human counter-parts, but if you would be
so kind, we both were okay with me being
the beast.
See, you and I, we’re already transformed!
At our baptism! We’re just the way God
made us--the way God made me: crooked,
far-from-white teeth, ski-jump nose, a
slumping back that makes me look like a
walking question-mark, an impressive collection of moles, and an inability to discern
when my hair is getting way too long.
I sometimes even wonder how it is that
my wife--an incredible beauty--could love
such a beast. And she looks at me with
such love, and says, “I thank God for you
every day.”
I’m not perfect looking, to say the least,
but I’ve got friends, I’ve got people who
love me, and most importantly, I’ve got
the love of Christ--a love so great that He
whispers to each one of us individually: You
are worth dying for.
This also means that no matter what
you see when you look in the mirror, you
are looking at one of the most beautiful
creatures on earth.
I hope you all have a very blessed Easter!
Bishop John B. Brungardt...Publisher
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
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R

aphaela Maria Porras was beatified
by Pope Pius XII in 1952, and
canonized in 1977 by Pope Paul
VI. She was a remarkable woman who
dedicated her adult life to promoting
education for children and assisting in
retreat work. Her religious community
has eleven schools in twenty-three
countries throughout Asia, South
America, United States, and Europe, plus
one hundred forty convents.
On March 1, 1850, Raphaela Maria
was born in the small Spanish town
of Cordoba. Her father, the mayor,
died when she was four, and her
mother when she was nineteen. She
and her sister Maria Dolores entered
the novitiate of the Sisters of Mary
Reparatrix. Dolores received the religious
name Sister Maria del Pilar, and Raphaela
kept her baptismal name.
Their entrance into a religious
community did not please the
local bishop, who expelled
the community from his
diocese, and allowed only
sixteen novices, including
Raphaela and Maria, to
remain. He placed Raphaela
in charge of the group.
This was not a good
arrangement.
When it came time
for final vows, the
bishop presented
the Sisters with
a new rule
which he had
composed.
The little
community

Holy Ones of
Our Time
By Sister irene
Hartman, oP

refused to comply and fled in the middle
of the night. The bishop tried to force the
civil authorities to bring the community
back, but since the community was not
a canonically approved community, their
efforts were not successful. The brave
group settled in Madrid and became
known as Handmaids of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus. In Madrid, the Sisters were able
to begin their ministries of educating
children and doing retreat work.
Unfortunately Raphael’s sister
pressured Sister Raphaela to
resign as Mother General in
1893. She happily spent the
next 32 years in obscurity,
devoting herself to prayer
and contemplation at
one of the community’s
convents in Rome. She
died there on January
6, 1925. She was
canonized in 1977.
“God wants
me to submit
to all that
happens to
me as if I saw
Him there
commanding
it.”

“God wants me to submit to all
that happens to me as if I saw Him
there commanding it.”
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Walking in the footsteps of migrants

ecently I was given a unique
opportunity to taste some of
the bitter hardships endured by
fellow human beings fleeing druggang violence, oppressive poverty and
economic injustice south of the U.S.
border.
Starting the day after a talk I gave
at St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Parish
in Tucson, Arizona, I entered into a
By Tony Magliano
migrant immersion experience.
Catholic News Agency
Arranged by my kind host Salvatorian Fr. Bill Remmel, my migrant immerWe traveled south, stopping close to
sion journey started with joining a team
the U.S.-Mexico border.
of Tucson Samaritans.
Donning backpacks loaded with firstThe Samaritans are a faith-based
aid supplies, water and nutritional food
group who regularly patrol – mostly on
bars we hiked for four hours up into the
foot – very remote areas of the Sonoran
Las Guijas Mountains looking for uncharDesert in southern Arizona. They leave
tered migrant trails.
jugs of life-saving water along hot rugged
The mountain desert was hot and dry.
terrain traveled by very poor migrant
Staying well-hydrated was absolutely eschildren, women and men seeking a safe, sential. We discovered rugged trails that
decent place to live in the United States.
provided sure evidence – empty backBecause there are relatively few legal
packs and water bottles – that migrants
visas issued annually by the U.S. governhad hiked these paths.
ment for much needed low-skilled laborOn a 4,000 foot steep desert mountainers, and due to an already existing 700
top we paused to try to determine where
mile wall/fence along the U.S.-Mexico
the overgrown trail continued.
border coupled with thousands of Border
As I looked out in all directions I could
Patrol agents, most undocumented work- easily imagine many of the dangers facers in order to try to avoid being arresting me if I was a migrant – running out of
ed, dangerously trek through the desert
water, heat stroke, hypothermia, rattleto hopefully reach a U.S. workplace.
snakes, thorny cacti, a debilitating fall,
On the day I went out with the Tucson
disorientation and getting lost.
Samaritans, appropriately enough we
The next day at the federal courtmet up at Southside Presbyterian Church house in Tucson, I attend an immigration
– where the modern sanctuary movehearing of arrested migrants prosecuted
ment in the United States was born.
under the federal program “Operation

Photo of the Week

Streamline,” which tries migrant cases
quickly, in large groups, with only brief
access to legal counsel.
That day 14 migrants were given between 30 and 180 day prison sentences
ending in deportation.
The third day, together with a few
migrant ministry volunteers, I crossed
the border into Nogales, Mexico where
the Catholic operated Kino Border Initiative provides humanitarian assistance to
deported children, women and men.
While I was there, 38 recently deported men entered the small modest clean
dining facility. They reverently prayed before eating. And as I was leaving I said to
several of them “Dios te bendiga” – God
bless you. And they sincerely asked God’s
blessing upon me too.
Before leaving Nogales I touched “The
Wall” – the approximately 25 foot high
steel barrier blocking Mexicans from entering the United States It looks and feels
unholy.
More than 2,500 migrants have died
trying to walk far around the wall and
through the unforgiving Arizona Sonoran
desert since its construction.
My final migrant immersion experience
was participating in a desert cross planting.
About 20 of us traveled to Cochise,
Arizona where we planted a cross and
prayed for Ramon Contreras Ramos, 36,
who perished nearby trying to make his
way through the desert. Ramon was a
Mexican carpenter who had a wife and
two small children.

Anyone or any group seeking to experience an eye-opening and enriching
migrant immersion experience similar to
mine, contact Father Bill Remmel (bjremmel@gmail.com).
Accurate information is available to
correct the numerous myths surrounding
immigration.
Compassionate, just, comprehensive
immigration reform legislation is desperately needed.
While journeying along a desert mountain migrant trail, a Tucson Samaritan
volunteer handed me a little girl’s broken
hair barrette he found. It’s now sitting
on my desk. And as I write this column,
every so often I pause to look at it, and
hold it.
I sure hope that little girl made it.
And I hope that we will commit to
becoming a deeply welcoming society to
all those in need; so that my new little
friend, and all the needy migrants like
her, will never again be forced to walk
dangerous, unjust paths to a better life.
Tony Magliano is an internationally syndicated social justice and peace
columnist. He is available to speak at
diocesan or parish gatherings about
Catholic social teaching. His keynote address, “Advancing the Kingdom of God in
the 21st Century,” has been well received
by diocesan and parish gatherings from
Santa Clara, Calif. to Baltimore, Md. Tony
can be reached at tmag@zoominternet.
net.

Our power is in our love
Our POWER is in our LOVE.
Nothing done in love is unimportant.
Together we can struggle for a
functioning democracy,
and for liberty and equality for all.
Our God, help us shape our nation into a
caring planetary leader, and help us to
love like you in everything we do.
Our POWER is in our PEOPLE.
Non-involvement leads to failure;
together we are invincible.
Together we move forward to protect
Our treasured values, to preserve our
civil rights and the inherent dignity of all.
Our God, help us to speak up for the
planet’s protection, for its health will
be our health, its life, our life.
help us use our power to unite our
peoples and minimize strife between

us when we see things differently.
Our POWER is in our PRAYER.
With your help, O God,
we will move our country forward,
one prayer at a time, one day at a time,
one action at a time—because we
believe that you love our precious Planet
and us who live upon it.
You know us for you were one of us—
poor, a refugee, rejected by the people
you loved. Help us to see you in the manger.
God, come, be the POWER behind our
LOVE, our PEOPLE, and our PRAYER.
Amen.
-- Elaine Osborne and Joan Wolf
Dominican Sisters of Peace

Respect Life. All life is sacred.
This Easter Bunny costume was also used in the motion picture, “Earth
versus the Radioactive Rabbits of Ursa Major,” or it could have been, had
they ever made such a movie. As it is, this is another example of a holiday
tradition gone horribly, horribly awry.
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Chrism Mass honorees

A celebration of service, devotion
T

he annual Chrism Mass, during which
the bishop blesses the three holy oils
-- oil of catechumens, the oil of the sick,
and holy chrism -- is also an occasion for
the diocese to recognize those who are
celebrating mile-stones in their service

to the diocese.
This year, the diocese honored five
priests, one Sister, and two laypeople.
Father John Maes, Father Reginald Urban,
Father Bernand Felix, Father George Fajardo, and Father Anselm Eke, MSP, together

“

Dodge City.
Tim Wenzl, archvist for the diocese, will
celebrate the conferral of the position,
Diocesan Archivist Emeritus.
Below are all-too-brief snippets on all
those honored at the Chrism Mass.

F

‘It has been a joy’
FATHER JACK MAES, a vocation from Immaculate
Conception, Claflin, was ordained to the priesthood
on May 24, 1967, by Bishop Marion F. Forst. He
served the diocese as Vicar General for seven years
under Bishops Stanley G. Schlarman and Ronald M.
Gilmore. He also served the diocese as Director of
Vocations and Chairman of the Liturgical Commission. His pastorates included: St. Joseph, Ashland;
Sacred Heart Cathedral; St. John the Evangelist,
Hoisington; St. Andrew, Wright; St. John the Baptist, Spearville; and St. Joseph, Ellinwood, with Immaculate Conception, Claflin. He retired from active
ministry in 2005, and now resides in Wichita.
I love being retired,” Father Maes told the SKC.
“I still provide spiritual direction for some of the
young priests here in the Diocese of Wichita. That
keeps me alive.”
He also concelebrates the 9:30 a.m. Mass each
Sunday at the Church of the Magdalen in Wichita,
where, every six weeks he presides and preaches
(so he doesn’t forget how, Pastor Father Shawn
McKnight tells him with a laugh).
“The parish life is always so important to me that
I just couldn’t wipe that out and not be involved,”
Father Maes said.
“Some people ask me, What do you do all the
time? Well, I read an awful lot ... and I’m just present to people without being rushed. I laughingly say
that most elderly priests say that they spend their
time in doctor’s waiting rooms.”
But even those moments come with blessings for
Father Maes, who, when not thanking God that his
ailments may not be as bad as those affecting others
for whom he prays, offers his unhurried presence
to anyone who might need a listening ear.
Back in 2005, when he retired from active ministry, he told the SKR, “I’ve grappled with the word,
‘retirement’. I don’t believe you can retire from
priesthood. You don’t cease being a priest. I see it
as a change from total active ministry to priestly
ministry in a different age of life.”
On his drive back to Wichita after attending the
Chrism Mass in Dodge City on April 6, he reflected
on his 50-year journey.
“I thought back to 50 years ago when I was ordained in Claflin,” he said. “One of the reflections
that really surfaced in my mind was that there had
never been an ordination there. It was a great way
to promote vocations. It was on a Wednesday in
May and my first Mass was on the Feast of Corpus
Christi, the next day. It was so hot. Both days were
102. And no air conditioners!
“I move further back in time to Hays State, when I
came home to inform my parents of my intentions.
They said, ‘We support you 100 percent, but if you
feel like you’re in the wrong place, don’t ever feel
bad about coming home and pursuing something
else.’”
Cut to 50 years later and one can see a road well lit
by a loving Lord (if not with a few unexpected curves
that come with age). When asked the highlight of
his years of ministry, Father Maes responded, “All
of my years of ministry have been a highlight. I love
preaching. It has been a joy for me.”

represent 165 years of priestly ministry.
Meanwhile, Sister Andre Kravec, OP, is
retiring as Parish Life Coordinator of Holy
Family Parish in Odin.
Becky Hessman is also retiring, as Coordinator of Vocations for the Diocese of

ive priests, a religious Sister and two members of the
Chancery staff were among the jubilarians and honorees
recognized at the luncheon following the Chrism Mass on
April 6 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Celebrating their 50th and 40th anniversaries respectively are
Father John Maes and Father Reginald Urban. Celebrating 25th
anniversaries are Fathers Anselm Eke, MSP, George Fajardo and
Bernard Felix.

Father Jack Maes, 50 years

Father Reggie Urban,
40 years

Father Anselm Eke, MSP,
25 years

Father George Fajardo,
25 years

Father Reggie UrBAN, currently pastor of St. Dominic, Garden City, is a vocation from Mary, Help of Christians, Loretto. He
was ordained for the Diocese of Grand Island on June 10, 1977,
by Bishop John J. Sullivan. He served in Nebraska for 25 years,
returning to his home diocese in 2003. His previous assignments
in southwest Kansas include: chaplain at the Dominican Motherhouse in Great Bend; administrator at St. John the Baptist,
Spearville; and pastor of St. Patrick and St. Rose Parishes in Great
Bend during the merger as Prince of Peace Parish.
Father Anselm Eke, MSP, currently pastor of St. John the
Evangelist, Hoisington, and St. Ann, Olmitz, is a member of the
Missionary Society of St. Paul. He was ordained to the priesthood
by Bishop Josef Stimpfle on July 1, 1992. He began serving in the
diocese in 2013.
Father George Fajardo, currently parochial vicar at St.
Anthony, Liberal, and St. Alphonsus, Satanta, is a priest from
the Diocese of Sorsogon in the Philippines. He was ordained to
the priesthood by Bishop Jesus Y. Varela on Sept. 12, 1992. He
began serving in the diocese in 2014.
Father Bernard FELIX, currently pastor of St. Joseph, Scott
City, and St. Theresa, Dighton, is a priest from the Diocese of
Boac, Philippines. He was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop
Rafael Lim on June 17, 1992. He began serving in the diocese
in 2006 as pastor of Sacred Heart, Larned, and St. Bernard, Belpre.
Recognized as honorees were: Sister Andre Kravec, O.P., Becky
Hessman, and Tim Wenzl.
Sister Andre is retiring as Parish Life Coordinator at Holy
Family Parish, Odin. She was appointed to this pastoral assignment in 2010, and continued to serve Immaculate Conception,
Claflin, as pastoral minister, a position she accepted in 2008.
Sister Andre is a member of the Dominican Sisters of Peace.
Before her appointment as Parish Life Coordinator, she served
for more than 40 years as a parish DRE and pastoral associate.
Immediately prior to coming to the Diocese of Dodge City, she
served in Michigan.
Becky Hessman is retiring as Coordinator of Vocation for the
Diocese of Dodge City. She is a graduate of the Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program, and was hired to “nurture a culture of vocation.” Since 2005, Becky has assisted the Director of Vocations in
fostering vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life; with
the recruitment and screening of candidates for the diocesan
priesthood and the formation and education of seminarians.
Her responsibilities have included the planning of recruitment
events, dinners and retreats. She also assisted with priestly
ordinations and other diocesan liturgies.
Tim Wenzl was recognized for his 27 years of service as a
member of the chancery staff with the conferral of the position
of Diocesan Archivist Emeritus. Tim joined the chancery staff as
editor of the Southwest Kansas Register in 1990. Since 2000 he
has had the dual duties of Diocesan Archivist and Advertising
Manager for the diocesan newspaper. He has written 20 books
that include Legacy of Faith, the history of the Diocese of Dodge
City; Priests on the Prairie, the diocesan necrology; Legacy of
Hope, a 50-year history for Catholic Charities of Southwest
Kansas, and numerous jubilee parish histories.

Father Bernard Felix,
25 years

Sister Andre Kravec, OP

Becky Hessman

Tim Wenzl
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CHRISM
MASS

The Most Rev. John B.
Brungardt blesses the
Oil of the Chrism at the
Chrism Mass, April 6 at
the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe.
After Mass (below, left),
the newly blessed oils
were siphoned into small
containers brought by
representatives from
each parish.
Below, representatives
from Sharon, Kansas
take a case holding three
containers of oil: Oil
of the Sick, Oil of the
Catechumens, and the
Sacred Chrism, back to
their parish.

Bishop blesses oils to
be used throughout
the liturgical year

T

he Chrism Mass, April 6 at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
is, at its heart, a celebration of the
unity of the diocese.
There, the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
blessed the holy oils -- oil of catechumens,
oil of the sick, and holy Chrism.
Representatives from each parish join
in the celebration, and then return to
their communities with containers of the
blessed oils to be used throughout the
liturgical year.
The day also celebrates the ministry
of the priests of the diocese, and honors
select priests and laypeople celebrating
a milestone in their service to the Church
(see the articles on the preceding page).
“The Chrism Mass is named for the Sacred Chrism that I will soon consecrate, as
well as bless the Oil of Catechumens and
bless the Oil of the Sick,” Bishop Brungardt
explained in his homily. “These oils will be
taken to your parishes, and be used for
the sacraments throughout this next year.
This is another gift of the love of God: the
sacraments, which give grace, assist us
with holiness, increase in us the love of
God, neighbor and self.
“Love is the essential truth of
our faith.
...“I will lead the ordained priests in
our Renewal of Priestly Promises after
my homily,” the bishop said. “I call them
‘Beloved,’ as I show my affection for them.
I ask if they are resolved to ‘be more
united with Jesus,’ and to be ‘prompted
by love of Him.’ In the Eucharistic Prayer,
the ordained priests are exhorted to ‘lead
God’s holy people in charity … offer to God
a constant witness of faith and love.’
“I conclude the Renewal with an exhortation to all the faithful, ordained and
laity: ‘May the Lord keep us all in his charity and lead all of us, shepherds and flock,
to eternal life.’ We are strengthened to
live this charity by the Eucharist, that ‘the
power of this sacrifice mercifully wipe
away what is old in us and increase in us
grace of salvation and newness of life’
(Prayer Over the Offerings).”
After the priests of the diocese renewed
their priestly promises, Bishop Brungardt
blessed each of the three vessels of oil: Oil
of the Sick, Oil of the Catechumens, and
the Sacred Chrism.
Following Mass, the blessed oils were
taken to the Father Handly room where
a small group of volunteers went to work
siphoning oil from the larger containers
into small containers brought by representatives from each parish.
After a luncheon reception, during
which the priestly jubilarians and honorees (listed on previous page) were
recognized by Bishop Brungardt with a
certificate and a gift, parish representatives retrieved their newly blessed oils and
returned with them to their parish.

Photos by David Myers

Priests of the
diocese renew
their priestly
promises at the
Chrism Mass April
6 at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of
Guadalupe.
Bishop: “Beloved sons, are
you resolved to
renew, in the
presence of your
Bishop and God’s
holy people, the
promises you
once made?”
PRIESTS: “I am.”

These and many more
photos are available in
color and free to download
at dcdiocese.org/
swksregister.
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Turning suffering into prayer

The art of ‘offering it up’
Women attend Lenten retreat at
St. Joseph, Liebenthal
By Judy Hoffman, OPA
Special to the Catholic
any times in the days of our youth, most of our generation heard these words, “offer it up” when we had an
injury from falling--or any of the many ways a child can
get hurt.
In recent times, you don’t hear it so much anymore. Yet,
to offer up our suffering is a teaching that literally unites us
with Christ’s suffering--which He did for the redemption of all
mankind.
The women’s Lenten retreat focused on the many ways we
are reminded of the redemptive value of suffering we experience in our lives.
The day began with a unique opportunity for sharing; everyone was asked to bring their favorite rosary and tell us why it
is so special.
Ann Randa held up a beautiful iridescent blue rosary she
received from her friend, Viola. Viola’s daughter made the
rosary and it has become Ann’s favorite.
Some rosaries came from Lourdes and Fatima; one was
from a daughter who made it for her mother; one was given
by the groom on their wedding day; one from the father of
the bride on her wedding day; one from “Grandma” more
than 50 years ago. Each story was filled with special memories. Eleanor Moeder said she asked for an electric skillet for
Christmas; instead, her five sons had a rosary made with each
decade in a son’s birthstone color.
The highlight of the retreat was guest speakers Gary and
Karen Schmidt, who shared their experience of going to
Washington D.C. in January for the annual March for Life. Their
enthusiasm and sheer joy from that experience still was evident
as they told about the 25-hour bus ride from Great Bend to
Washington D.C. There were stops along the way about every

M

Pictured left to right: 1st row: Rita Oborny, Mary Ann Randa, Mary Ann Legleiter, JoAnn Dreher,
OPA, Elenora Moeder, Judy Hoffman, OPA. 2nd row (l-r): Ludmilla Kreutzer, Gary Schmidt, Karen
Schmidt, Maggie Dechant, Lucy Herrman, Louise Dechant, Father Matthew Kumi, pastor. 3rd row:
(l-r) Barbara Matal, Debbie Bollig, OPA, Rosalee Reitcheck, Carolyn Thompson, Dana Meder.
five hours and drivers switched places.
Once in Washington, D.C. they checked in
at the hotel and a short time later began a full
agenda of activities that included Mass both days
(Friday and Saturday); the March for Life--joining
more than 500,000 others on the march to the
Supreme Court building--and several museums.
They were given signs to carry in the march.
Most memorable was attending Mass at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.
Karen Schmidt gave one tip to remember if
or when you go to the march: Don’t wear new
shoes! There is a lot of walking involved.
Gary Schmidt enthusiastically noted, “Would
we do this again? Yes! We definitely plan to
participate again next year!”

A description of the significance of the painting of Divine Mercy and the importance of the
Chaplet of Mercy and Divine Mercy Sunday
observance was explained and provided in print
to each participant to keep and share with family
and friends.
A community service project rounded out the
afternoon activities as the women were invited to
fill and seal more than 100 plastic Easter eggs for
the annual Rush county Easter egg hunt, sponsored by Calico Cats.
The retreat was organized and presented
by Judy Hoffman, OPA with the help of Louise
Dechant who “manned the kitchen”. All participants brought a dish to share for lunch and
snacks.

CALENDAR of EVENTS
Do you have an upcoming event you would
like to highlight in the Southwest Kansas Catholic? Call (620) 227-1519 or email
skregister@dcdiocese.org.
PLEASE NOTE the date and deadline for
upcoming issues:
Issue Date/Deadline
April 30/April 19
May 14/May 3
May 28/May 17
June 11/May 31
July 16/July 5
Aug. 13/July 16
Sept. 3/Aug. 23

Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6

EVENTS
April 23, Sunday, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. -- Junior
High Youth Rally, Dodge City Middle School.
Open to current 6th-8th grade students + adult
sponsors. No cost until April 10; Registration
after April 10 is $5 per participant. To register,
go to http://www.dcdiocese.org/youth-ministry/conferences/junior-high-rally. If you are a
student interested in attending the rally, please
register through your DRE/Youth Minister, not
independently.
April 28, Friday, 7 to 10 p.m.: Catholic
Charities Wine Tasting and Auction at the
Great Bend Event Center, 3111 10th St. See the
article on Page 2, and the ad on Page 23.

May 5-7, Friday through Sunday: Engaged Encounter; Heartland Center for Spirituality, 3600 Broadway,
Great Bend. Visit: http://www.dcdiocese.org/engagedencounter, or contact Mike and Lindsay Mazouch,
mazouch@gmail.com, 620-792-6290.
May 14: Mother’s Day. People who don’t remember their mother on Mother’s Day earn 10 years in
Purgatory.
JUNE 3, Saturday, 10 a.m. Priestly Ordinations. The
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt will ordain Deacon Mark
Brantley and Deacon Jacob Schneider as priests of the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City at 10 a.m., Saturday,
June 3, at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
3231 North Fourteenth Street, Dodge City. The public
is welcome to join in celebrating the Ordination Mass,
and to share in the reception that follows.
Aug. 12, Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in Salina -- MEN’S
CONFERENCE: The Family Life Office of the Catholic
Diocese of Salina is taking registrations online for the
2017 Men’s Conference. This year’s speakers will be
Dr. Ray Guarendi and Father John Lager. To register online or for more information go to www.salinadiocese.
org/family-life or call 785-827-8746, Ext. 17.
UPCOMING ACTS RETREATS
Women’s Retreat dates: September 7-10
Men’s Retreat dates: November 16-19
More information and a registration form will be posted
on the website soon (www.greatbendcatholic.com).
If questions, contact Paula Brozek at 620-793-8172.

Bishop Brungardt’s Calendar
April 16-April 30
April 16: Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord Mass in
Spanish at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City at
12 p.m.
April 18: Presbyteral Council meeting at the Chancery
April 19: Confirmation at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Pratt at
7 p.m.
April 20: Confirmation at Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in Dodge City at 6:30 p.m.
April 21: Adult Confirmation at Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Dodge City at 6 p.m.
April 22: Confirmation at St. Andrew Catholic Church in Wright
at 10 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass at Holy Spirit in Coldwater at 4
p.m.
April 23: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Ashland at 10:30 a.m.; Jr. High Youth Rally Mass at the Dodge City
Middle School at 4 p.m.
April 24-25: Jesus Caritas in Kansas City
April 26: Confirmation at St. Dominic Catholic Church in Garden
City at 7 p.m.
April 27: St. Dominic Catholic School Mass in Garden City at 8
am; Finance Council meeting at Chancery
April 28: Holy Family Catholic School Mass and Visit in Great
Bend at 8:30 a.m.; Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas Wine
Tasting Event at Great Bend Events Center at 5 p.m.
April 29: Confirmation at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Ashland
at 10 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Anthony Catholic Church
in Hanston at 6 p.m.
April 30: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Lawrence Catholic Church
in Jetmore at 9 a.m.
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Bishop blesses ‘Encuentro Cross’ amid a Journey of Faith

T

he Most Rev. John B. Brungardt blessed the
“Encuentro Cross” at a special day-long retreat
to form parish teams for the V Encuentro at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge City,
March 18.
Following the blessing of the cross, each of the
approximately 150 people--adults, youth, and children--processed forward and kissed the foot of the
cross while the choir and the assembly sang: “Forgive
your people, Lord.”
The cross will be a part of prayerful Encuentro
celebrations taking place across the diocese leading
up to the national Encuentro event in 2018.
Bishop Brungardt blessed the Encuentro cross with
these words:
Heavenly Father,
you sent your Son to us because you love us,
and want to save us.

Photos by David Myers

Bless + this sign of glory,
and let it remind us
that Jesus died and rose for all.
Help us to carry the cross with him every day,
and to follow him in serving others.
We ask this grace
through Christ our Lord.

At top is the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt and members of the V Encuentro Diocesan Team – Norma Alvarez,
Bertha and Luis de Luna, Ignacio Ortiz,
Oscar Marino, Diana Ramírez, Maribel
Cervantes of Cathedral, Blanca and
Lorenzo Sandoval, María and Roberto
Martínez, and Eduardo Arellano of
Garden City, Luis and Catalina Guzmán,
and Isela Corpening of Hugoton, Sister
Maria Antonia Cruz, CFP, of Liberal,
and Mercedes Helms of Great Bend.
Second from top, participants venerates the Encuentro Cross. Above, left is
Sister Maria Antonia Cruz, CFP, Sister
Angela Erevia, MCDP, and Mercedes
Helms. At right is Luis de Luna (below
him is is team member Luis Guzmán).
At left is SKC editor Dave Myers with
the cross  he constructed.

Amen.
The cross, a symbol of the Trinity of our Catholic faith, was made for the Diocese of Dodge City
by Dave Myers, editor of the Southwest Kansas
Catholic.
“We are very grateful to him for his creativity and
generosity in creating this symbol of our Catholic
faith,” said Sister Angela Erevia, MCDP.
In 2015--the beginning of a three-year Encuentro
process--Pope Francis blessed a national Cross of the
Encuentros taken to Rome by a delegation of bishops,
priests, religious, and laity from the United States,
representing the national team for the preparation
of the V Encuentro to take place in Grapevine, TX,
September 20-23, 2018.
Encuentro, or “Encounter,” is a process of missionary activity, consultation, leadership development
and pastoral discernment. The process, convened
by the U.S. Catholic bishops, is to discern pastoral
practices and priorities to impact the quality of
ministry among Hispanic Catholics. The people of
parishes participate in the pastoral process of ver,
juzgar, and actuar (see, judge, and act) – see the
reality, judge it by the Gospel values, and decide on
pastoral actions to be taken to build the Kingdom of
God in our society.
In early 2017, dioceses across the country are
asked to organize parish and diocesan encuentros.
The regional Encuentro for Region 9 comprised of the
15 dioceses of Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, and Kansas,
will hold its regional Encuentro at the Savior Pastoral
Center in Kansas City, KS, on April 27-29, 2018.
“In this cross,” said Bishop Daniel Flores of
Brownsville, Texas, chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Cultural
Diversity in the Church, “the pope is blessing more
that the object itself. He is blessing a people, a process, a history, a shared journey of faith.”
The event on March 18 was organized by Sister
Angela and members of the V Encuentro Diocesan
Team – Norma Alvarez, Bertha and Luis de Luna,
Ignacio Ortiz, Oscar Marino, Diana Ramírez, Maribel Cervantes of the cathedral parish, Blanca and
Lorenzo Sandoval, María and Roberto Martínez, and
Eduardo Arellano of Garden City, Luis and Catalina
Guzmán, and Isela Corpening of Hugoton, Sister
Consuelo García, MCMI, of Liberal, and Mercedes
Helms of Great Bend.
A diocesan Encuentro will be held on Oct. 7, 2017
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge
City.
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Unity + Friendship + Sharing =

Daughters of Isabella

Members attend state convention in Garden City

These
photos and
more are
available
in color
and free
to download at
dcdiocese.
org/swksregister.

Photos by David Myers

Clockwise from top, left: State D of I members enjoy a reception prior to the banquet at the State Convention in Garden City; Father Rene Labrador gives the closing
prayer; Al Miller provides music; (bottom, right) Anita Lara of Wichita and Mary
Gordan of Kingman smile for the camera; a statue of Our Lady of Fatima; Susanne
Suchy, International Vice Regent, and Patricia O’Brien, State Regent.
By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
hey’ve been around for 120 years, and
yet they may be the best kept secret
in Kansas.
Perhaps it’s because they don’t have officially designated meeting halls. Or because
they don’t don ceremonial garb at Church
functions. Or perhaps they just don’t get
the press that their male counterparts in
the Knights of Columbus have.
Whatever the reason, it’s difficult to visit
with members of the Daughters of Isabella
for more than a few minutes without wondering why there isn’t a line of women
waiting to become members.
Some 200 Daughters of Isabella from
across Kansas joined for the semi-annual
D of I State Convention March 24-26 in
Garden City, which also celebrated the
100th anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima’s
“Miracle of the Sun”.
There, they held several business meetings, enjoyed a reception banquet with
a presentation by International Vice
Regent Susanne Suchy of Michigan, and
celebrated Mass with the Most Rev. John
B. Brungardt.
Pam Nowak, regent from St. Charles
Circle 287 in Gorham, Kans., joined the

T

group in the 1970s.
“There are circles throughout the United
States and Canada,” which include some
60,000 members total, she explained just
prior to a banquet meal being served, as
Al Miller, a local musician, sang softly and
played guitar.
“There are 26 circles in Kansas. Our
motto is ‘Unity – Friendship – Sharing.’ We
try to help the community in any way we
can. We serve funeral dinners for members
who have lost a loved one. We hold lots of
fund-raisers. We help out the youth.”
And they pray for each other.
They are, in effect, a mutual support
group, bonding as women of Christ, offering spiritual and emotional support
through prayer--prayer for members of
their “circle” and their families, and prayers
for members who are otherwise strangers
to them—and their families.
“It’s something I really believe in,”
Nowak said.
As everyone finished dining, several
speakers took to the podium, including
among others, the mayor of Garden City,
Chris Law, and D of I International Vice
Regent Susanne Suchy.
“The Daughters of Isabella was founded
in New Haven, Conn. in 1897 … for the

purpose of uniting all Catholic women in a
sisterhood to achieve the following aims:
to know one another better, to extend our
circle of friends, and to centralize all of our
resources to better help one another,”
Suchy explained.
One of the goals of D of I members is to
encourage each other’s “total development,” and to foster one another’s growth
in every aspect of life--spiritual, social and
charitable, “adding up to a more meaningful life.”
Suchy spoke of an impossibly difficult
time, four years ago, when her husband
died: “I had stacks of cards that came in, yay
high [motioning about a foot and a half high]
every day. I heard from sisters who knew
me because they had seen me around, and
I heard from sisters who only knew who I
was on a piece of paper, and shared so many
wonderful feelings to help me get through
that horrible experience.”
When considering all the benefits of being
a D of I member, Suchy wonders why they
don’t have more new members joining.
“I have said on many occasions that we
are probably the best kept secret there is,”
Suchy said. “It is really important for us to
go out and in every way shape and form
do our good works, but let them know

who we are.
“I challenge all of you, as we go about
doing what we do [as D of I members] ...
that you let individuals know that you are
a Daughter of Isabella.”
The goals of the D of I are presented
in their recently redrafted mission statement:
“The order of the Daughters of Isabella
is a charitable organization of Catholic
women founded on the principal of its
model: unity, friendship and charity. As
Catholic women and disciples of Jesus
Christ, we are called to minister with
love, respect and justice to all humanity regardless of age, race, nationality or
background. We recognize that our mission and faith in God calls us to experience
love, compassion and mercy by helping
those in need. We demonstrate our commitment to God’s people by actively living
our faith and by being a positive influence
in our community and the world.”
Following the presentation of awards,
Father Rene Labrador, who is serving his
final term as D of I chaplain, gave the final
blessing.
The following day, Sunday, Bishop Brungardt celebrated Mass to close the state
Daughters of Isabella convention.
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Fatima pilgrim statue to visit Wichita
The Sisters of Immaculate Heart
of Mary (IHM)
will host an Our
Lady of Fatima
veneration at
their motherhouse property
located west of
Wichita at 3550
N. 167th St.
West, just south
West 37th St.

Catholic author makes
it easy to identify our
own stories of faith

Courtesy file photo

W

ichita is included in this year’s
national celebration of the
100th anniversary of the Our Lady
of Fatima apparitions.
The World Apostolate of Fatima,
USA, known as the Blue Army, has
organized the Fatima Centennial
United States Tour For Peace and is
coordinating a visit of the International Virgin Pilgrim Statue to all 50
states.
The International Virgin Pilgrim
Statue will visit Wichita for several
days in May. During one of those
days, the statue will be housed
at the Our Lady of Fatima shrine,
located on the motherhouse prop-

erty of the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary of Wichita in
Colwich.
The Sisters of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary of Wichita are planning devotional events on each of
the six dates, and invite the Catholic faithful to participate.
Pope Francis has provided an
opportunity for a plenary indulgence for the 100th Anniversary
of the Fatima apparitions during
the centennial year: Nov. 27, 2016,
through Nov. 26, 2017.
One of the three ways to obtain
the indulgence is to visit and venerate a statue of Our Lady of Fatima

Senior Expo Ad
coming

on the 13th of May, June, July,
August, September, or October.
The thirteenth day of those months
marks the anniversary of each apparition.
In 1917, on the 13th day of each
of the apparition months, Our Lady
presented three shepherd children,
Jacinta, Francisco and Lucia, with a
message and instructions to return
the following month. The Sisters of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary will
provide a reflection on the messages for each of these dates with
opportunities for the faithful to
visit the Our Lady of Fatima Shrine
for public devotion and veneration.

The following is an interview with Southwest Kansas
Catholic columnist and author Mary Sharon Moore.
Southwest Kansas Catholic: You have been writing a
monthly column for Southwest Kansas Catholic going
back to 2008. And in that time you have come out with
seven books. What prompts you to write?
Mary Sharon Moore: Simply, the Holy Spirit. I just go
with the grace.
Words, I notice, whether written or spoken, are
always carriers of a message. For me, this message is
about what God—what Jesus—is up to in my life.
My writing shares with readers my ongoing conversion
of heart. I hope that every one of us experiences this ongoing conversion of heart. Because conversion of heart
Continued on Page 19
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Senate advances
pro-life measure
W
ashington D.C. (CNA/EWTN
News) - Vice President Mike
Pence cast the deciding vote in
the Senate Thursday to advance
a measure allowing states to
once more have the freedom to
avoid funding Planned Parenthood clinics with federal “family
planning” grants.
The vote was “a victory for all
Americans who don’t want to
see their tax dollars subsidizing
the abortion industry and its
ghoulish trafficking in aborted
baby’s organs,” Maureen Ferguson, senior policy advisor with
The Catholic Association, stated
March 30.
At issue is a rule created
by the Obama administration
last December which forbade
states to withhold Title X “family planning” grants to Planned
Parenthood clinics on account of
the fact that they perform abortions. States had been instead
looking to fund other health
clinics.
On March 30, the Senate was
voting to advance a joint resolution of disapproval that already
passed the House. It would

cancel the HHS rule.
With Republican Sens. Lisa
Murkowski (Alaska) and Susan
Collins (Maine) joining Democrats in opposing the repeal, the
vote was evenly divided 50-50
before Pence broke the tie and
voted for its advancement.
It was the “first abortion-related vote in the Senate” since
2015, according to the pro-life
group Susan B. Anthony List.
“We are so grateful that Vice
President Mike Pence, who
began the battle to defund
the Planned Parenthood abortion corporation when he was
a Congressman, traveled up
Pennsylvania Avenue to cast the
tie-breaking vote in defense of
human dignity and babies lives,”
Ferguson stated.
Back in December, the Department of Health and Human Services ruled that states could only
withhold Title X “family planning” funds from health centers
if the clinics failed to adequately
provide the range of services
the funding was meant for, like
contraceptives, pregnancy tests,
Continued on Page 23

Celebration of Jesus’ Mercy, April 23

G

REAT BEND - The parishes in
and around Great Bend, will
celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday
with a solemn hour of prayer and
benediction at 3 p.m. Sunday,
April 23 at Saint Patrick Church,
4100 Broadway, Great Bend.
The service will include adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the
Divine Mercy Chaplet in song, as
well as prayers, music and meditation. Confessions will be heard
during the service.
Devotion for Divine Mercy
began in the 1930s when Saint
Maria Faustina Kowalska, an
uneducated Polish nun, received
special communications with Jesus in which he asked her to have
this image painted to spread the
message of his mercy.
Under the instructions of a
spiritual director, Saint Faustina,
as she is known, wrote down her
revelations with Jesus, which is
now contained in her 600-page
diary. In these writings, Saint
Faustina said we are to “call
upon Jesus with trust, receive his
mercy, and let it flow through us
to others.”
This mercy fulfills the message
in Matthew’s gospel that states,
“Blessed are the merciful, for they

shall obtain mercy.”
Saint Faustina said in
her diary that we “radiate” God’s mercy to others by our actions, our
words and our prayers.
The Divine Mercy image is a painting of Jesus
with two rays emerging
from his heart representing the blood and water
which flowed from the
side of Jesus as his heart
was lanced after he died
upon the cross.
One is pale representing the water which
makes souls righteous.
The other is red for the
blood, which is the life of
souls.
“These two rays issued forth from the very
depths of my tender
mercy when my agonized heart
was opened by a lance on the
cross. These rays shield souls from
the wrath of my father. Happy is
the one who dwell in their shelter,
for the just hand of God shall not
lay hold of him.” (Diary number
299)
Saint Faustina died in 1938 at
the age of 33. She was canonized

April 30, 2000, in Rome by the
pope at that time, Saint John Paul
II, who said that the Sunday after
Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday,
would be an official feast day of
the Church.
Divine Mercy is not just for
Catholics – it is for all souls. All
Christians share in Jesus’ mercy,
and all are invited to participate
in this special hour of prayer.
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Pope Francis says ahead of World Meeting of Families:

V

Love must be core of family life

atican City (CNA/EWTN News) - Pope Francis issued
a message ahead of the 2018 World Meeting of
Families (WMOF), saying couples and
families should root their relationships in the love of God,
which then propels them
to joyfully share
it with others.
“I wish to
underline how
important it is
for families to ask
themselves often
if they live based
on love, for love
and in love,” the
Pope said in his
message.
In practice, “this means
giving oneself, forgiving, not
losing patience, anticipating the
other, respecting,” as well as living and repeating daily the phrases
“please,” “thank you” and “I’m
sorry.”
Because of the daily experience we have of weakness
and fragility, both families and
pastors need a “renewed humility”
that will allow them to learn and
educate, to help, accompany, discern
and educate people from all backgrounds and situations.
“I dream of an outbound Church, not a
self-referential one, a Church that does not
pass by far from man’s wounds, a merciful Church
that proclaims the heart of the revelation of God as Love,
which is mercy,” he said, adding that “it is this very mercy
that makes us new in love.”
“We know how much Christian families are a place of
mercy and witnesses of mercy, and even more so after the
extraordinary Jubilee,” he said, adding that “the Dublin
meeting will be able to offer concrete signs of this.”
Published March 30 and dated March 25, the Pope’s letter was addressed to Cardinal Kevin Farrell, Prefect of the
mega-dicastery for Laity, Family and Life.
The cardinal was present alongside Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin, Archbishop of Dublin, the diocese hosting the
event, for the March 30 presentation of the letter at the
Vatican’s Press Office.
The World Meeting of Families will take place Aug. 2226, 2018, in Dublin and will follow the theme “The Gospel
of family, joy for the world.” Given the theme, catechesis
for the event will focus specifically on the content of the
Pope’s 2016 post-synodal apostolic exhortation “Amoris
Laetita.”
In his letter, the Pope said organizers have “the task of
translating in a special way the teaching of Amoris Laetitia, with which the Church wishes families always to be in
step, in that inner pilgrimage that is the manifestation of
authentic life.”
While discussion on the document is often reduced to
footnote 351 of Chapter 8 on communion for divorced and
remarried couples, both Cardinal Farrell and Archbishop
Martin said there’s much more to the document, which
they hope to convey to the families that come.
In comments to CNA, Cardinal Farrell said “we seem to
focus on just one small aspect of the apostolic exhortation, however I think many times we overlook the great
teaching that exists in Chapters 2, 3, 4, and 5 of this document.”
“Naturally most of our emphasis in this gathering of
families will deal with family life as it is,” he said, explaining that the bulk of the conversation will deal with Chapters 2, 3, and 4, which focus on the vocation of marriage
and family life, and their challenges.

“It is so important when we live in a world where
family comes under attack from many different sources and many different ideologies, that we explain
what we believe as Catholics, as Christians, in
married life,” Cardinal Farrell said, explaining that many times the Church
fails to teach what marriage
is about.
“We fail to do that
many times in the Church
in our programs of preparation for married life, we fail
to do that in continuing to
help young couples after
they’ve been married,” he
said, stressing the need to
accompany couples in the path
of marriage, which is dealt with
in Chapters 1-7 of Amoris Laetitia.
Similarly, Archbishop Martin
told CNA that while the family “is
under attack from ideologies” pushed
by modern secular society, if they were to ask
families how they are being “attacked,”
the answers would overwhelmingly
center on the day-to-day struggles
of how to make ends meet and
troubles they might be facing in
raising their children.
“These are the challenges
that parents need to be supported
in so they can carry out their essential
role in society and that people really
give them the support and confidence to
do that,” he said, explaining that Chapter 4
of Amoris Laetitia will likely be a key focal
point for the event’s catechesis.
So while the ideologies are certainly present, “it’s
the day-to-day realities that parents have to face with
their children (and) this is where the Church has to be

accompanying, not just accompanying them in problems.”
Speaking to journalists, Cardinal Farrell stressed the
importance of the role of the laity and local parishes in
preparing for the World Meeting of Families, specifically when it comes to reaching out to those who
might have abandoned the Church or no longer attend
for a variety of reasons.
“We need to be a Church that goes out to the peripheries of society, to those people who don’t listen
to us at the present moment, to those families many
times that have lost their way or don’t go to church
anymore,” he said.
The catechesis done by individual dioceses in the
lead-up to the international gathering will be especially important, he said, adding that “it’s imperative”
that this preparation take place in parishes since they
are the ones who can better reach families that are far
off.
“It’s very important that this take place. It’s not just
a gathering of three days, this is an effort of the whole
Church,” he said, noting that media also play a crucial
role.
Laity must also embrace this task, he said, noting
that the Church is currently celebrating 50 years since
the the Second Vatican Council and 30 years since the
publication of St. John Paul II’s 1988 apostolic exhortation “Christifideles laici” on the vocation of laity.
Both of these “spoke to the mission of lay people
and the co-responsibility of laity in the Church,” the
cardinal said. “Its not just a question of a few priests
or a few sisters or a few people engaged in the pastoral life of (their parish), but we need to reach out, we
are the communicators.”
And it’s married couples themselves who, in their
different parishes and communities, “should be the
ones who are responsible for communicating this love
that we would hope to re-instill in the lives of so many
people, that they would go and communicate it to
other couples.”
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¡Celebren los sacerdotes!

C

+ JoHn B. BRUnGARDT
Obispo de Dodge City

on gran alegría, llamo a dos de nuestros
hijos para ser ordenados esta primavera para la Diócesis de Dodge City. El
diácono Mark Brantley y el diácono Jacob Schneider serán ordenados sacerdotes el sábado
3 de junio en la Santa Misa de las 10:00 am en
la Catedral de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe,
de Dodge City. Usted, su familia, amigos,
feligreses y los invitados están invitados cordialmente a participar en esta celebración del
inmenso amor de Jesucristo. Por favor, venga
a ver a sus futuros sacerdotes recibiendo el
Sacramento del Orden en esta extraordinaria
bendición de nuestro Padre Misericordioso.
¡”Llenemos la catedral” en 2017!

¡Gracias por su increíble generosidad con
todos nuestros seminaristas y sacerdotes!
Cada una de nuestras 48 parroquias tiene un
sacerdote, diocesano o misionero, para ofrecer la Santa Misa, las confesiones, la unción
de los enfermos; para predicar y enseñar; y
para guiar su rebaño. ¡Celebremos nuestros
sacerdotes ordenados!
Necesitamos sus oraciones y su apoyo ahora
más que nunca. Unas estadísticas, al día 1 de
julio de 2017. Hemos sido bendecidos con:
•
15 sacerdotes y obispos retirados, entre
ellos 3 más de 90 años de edad.
•
16 sacerdotes diocesanos activos a
tiempo completo: 5 tienen menos de 50 años

de edad; 3 están en la cincuentena; 8 tienen
más de 60 años.
•
15 sacerdotes misioneros, de los EE.UU.
y otros 5 países; de 6 diócesis y 3 órdenes
religiosas.
Jesús dijo “no tengan miedo”. Animemos a
los niños y a los hombres solteros de la diócesis a considerar el seminario. Edifiquemos
familias fuertes que sean devotas en su fe.
Oremos por todas las vocaciones, que el Señor
pueda guiar a cada persona a la santidad de
una manera particular. Jesús está siempre
con nosotros: ¡Él nos ama más de lo que
podemos pedir o imaginar!
+ obispo John

El Obispo bendice la ‘Cruz del Encuentro’ entre una Jornada de Fe

E

l Reverendísimo Obispo John B.
Brungardt bendijo la “Cruz del
Encuentro” en un retiro de todo
el día para formar equipos parroquiales para el V Encuentro en la Catedral
de Nuestra Señor de Guadalupe,
Dodge City, el 18 de marzo.
Después de la bendición de la cruz,
cada uno de las aproximadas 150
personas – adultos, jóvenes y niños
y niñas – procesaron hacia la cruz y
bezaron el pie de la cruz mientras el
coro y la asamblea cantaba: “Perdona
tu pueblo, Señor.”
La cruz será una parte de las celebraciones con oración del Encuentro
tomando lugar por toda la diócesis
llevándonos hacia el Encuentro National en 2018.
El Obispo Brungardt bendijo la Cruz
del Encuentro con estas palabras:
Padre Celestial,
Tú nos enviaste a tu Hijo porque
Tú nos amas, y nos quieres salvar.
Bendice + este signo de gloria,
y que nos recuerde que
Jesús murió y resucitó por todos.
Ayúdanos a llevar la cruz con él
cada día,
y seguirlo en servir a otros.
Pedimos esta gracia
por Cristo nuestro Señor.
Todos: Amén.
La cruz, un símbolo de la Trinidad
de nuestra fe católica, fue construida
para la Diócesis de Dodge City por
Dave Myers, editor del Southwest
Kansas Catholic.
“Estamos muy agradecidos a Dave
por su creatividad y generosidad
en crear este símbolo de nuestra fe
católica,” dijo la Hermana Angela
Erevia, MCDP.
En el 2015 - el comienzo de un
proceso del Encuentro de tres años
- el Papa Francisco bendijo una Cruz
nacional de los Encuentros llevada a
Roma por una delegación de obispos,
sacerdotes, religiosas y laicos de los
Estados Unidos, representando el
equipo nacional para la preparación
del V Encuentro que tendrá lugar en

Grapevine, TX, 20-23 de septiembre,
2018.
El encuentro es un proceso de actividad misionera, consulta, desarrollo
de liderazgo y discernimiento pastoral.
El proceso, convocado por los obispos
católicos de los Estados Unidos, es para
disernir prácticas y prioridades pastorales para impactar la calidad del ministerio entre los católicos hispanos. La
gente de las parroquias participate en el
proceso pastoral de ver, juzgar y actuar
- ver la realidad, juzgarla por los valores
del Evangelio y decidir sobre acciones
pastorales que tomar para crear el Reino
de Dios en nuestra sociedad.
Temprano en 2017, se les pedirá a

las diócesis de todo el país organizer
encuentros parroquiales y diocesanos.
El Encuentro regional para la Región 9
que consiste de 15 diócesis de Missouri,
Iowa, Nebraska y Kansas, tendrá lugar en
el Centro Pastoral del Salvador en Kansas
City, KS, el 27-29 de abril, 2018.
“En esta cruz,” dijo el Obispo Daniel
Flores de Brownsville, Texas, presidente
del Comité sobre la Diversidad Cultural
en la Iglesia de la Conferencia de los
Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos,
“el papa está bendiciendo más que el
objeto mismo. Está bendiciendo a un
pueblo, un proceso, una historia, una
jornada de fe compartida.”
El evento del 18 de marzo fue or-

ganizado por la Hermana Angela y los
miembros del Equipo Diocesano para el
V Encuentro – Norma Alvarez, Bertha y
Luis de Luna, Ignacio Ortiz, Oscar Marino,
Diana Ramírez, y Maribel Cervantes de
la Catedral, Blanca y Lorenzo Sandoval,
María y Roberto Martínez, y Eduardo
Arellano de Garden City, Luis y Catalina
Guzmán, e Isela Corpening de Hugoton,
la Hermana Consuelo García, MCMI,
de Liberal, y Mercedes Helms de Great
Bend.
Un Encuentro Diocesano se llevará a
cabo el 7 de octubre, 2017, en la Catedral de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe
en Dodge City.
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‘Un sorbo de la resurrección’

E

+ Ronald M. Gilmore
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

l Arzobispo de Rávena, San Pedro
Crisólogo, (+450) predicó su camino
por medio de la historia de Lázaro. Lo
que él encontró allí, dijo, fue un sorbo de
la resurrección. Una frase de detención,
eso: un sorbo de la resurrección. Se los
ofrezco como un regalo de Pascua.
Cada vez que su espalda le duele, cada
vez que sus manos le duelen, cada vez
que sus rodillas rechinen, cada vez que su
memoria falla, usted prueba en su propio
cuerpo un sorbo de la resurrección. Usted
añora algo que usted no tiene todavía.
Pero esto duele, dice usted. Sí esto duele.
La resurrección viene a través de la cruz.

Cada vez que usted está herido por una
palabra, cada vez que está entristecido
por una separación, cada vez que usted
queda perplejo por una respuesta negativa de reconciliación, cada vez que usted
queda asustado por encontrar el mal en
otro, cada vez que anhela la verdadera
comunión, usted está probando en sus
relaciones un sorbo de la resurrección.
Usted está añorando algo que usted no
tiene todavía. Pero esto duele, dice usted.
Sí, esto duele. La resurrección viene a
través de la cruz.
Cada vez que el pecado lacera el cuerpo de la Iglesia, cada vez que su gente

pertenece más al mundo que a Dios, cada
vez que su gente se aleja de la misa del
domingo, cada vez que su gente rechaza
aceptar la Palabra que usted les predica,
cada vez que su gente insiste en fabricar
su propia iglesia, usted está probando en
su parroquia un sorbo de la resurrección.
Usted está añorando algo que usted aún
no tiene. Pero esto duele, dice usted. Sí
esto duele. La resurrección viene a través
de la cruz.
Tome un sorbo ahora en la tierra, para
que entonces pueda beber en abundancia
en el cielo.

Fecha para Recordar

Todos están invitados a compartir en las ordenaciones
sacerdotales el 3 de junio

E

Diacono Mark
Brantley

l Reverendísimo Obispo John B. Brungardt ordenara al Diacono Mark
Brantley (izquierda) y al Diacono Jacob Schneider como sacerdotes de la
Diócesis de Dodge City a las 10 a.m., sábado, junio 3, en la Catedral de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 3231 North Fourteenth Street, Dodge City.
El público es bienvenido a unirse y celebrar la Misa de Ordenación, y a
compartir en la recepción que le sigue.

Misa del Crisma
(Mas fotos: pagina 6-7 y dcdiocese.org/swksregister)
Por Obispo John Brungardt
Obispo John Brungardt homilía de la Misa
Crismal, 6 de abril:
empano en mis años como un sacerdote,
yo comencé a decir “Jesús nos ama más
de lo que podemos pedir o imaginar,”
repitiendo las palabras de San Pablo en Efesios.
Como un obispo, he usado esta verdad muchas veces al concluir mis homilias y artículos.
El amor es una verdad esencial de nuestra fe.
El amor es prominente en nuestras lecturas y
oraciones de esta Misa del Crisma.
Voy a dirigir a los sacerdotes ordenados en
nuestra Renovación de las Promesas Sacerdotales después de mi homilia. Les llamo “Queridos,” para mostrar mi cariño por ellos. Les
pregunto que si quieren “unirse íntimamente a
nuestro Señor Jesucristo,” y a ser “impulsados
por amor a Cristo.” En la Plegaria Eucarística,
los sacerdotes ordenados son exhoratados a
que “fomenten la caridad en tu pueblo santo…
te den un constante testimonio de fidelidad y
de amor.”
Yo concluyo la Renovación con una exhor-

T

Diacono Jacob
Schneider

“Por el signo del santo crisma, tú dispensas la vida y amor a tu pueblo.”

tación a todos los fieles, ordenados y laicos:
“El Señor nos conserve a todos nosotros en su
amor y nos lleve a todos, pastores y ovejas, a
la vida eterna.” Somos fortalecidos a vivir esta
caridad por la Eucaristía, para “que el poder de
este sacrificio nos purifique de nuestros pecados y nos dé fortaleza para vivir como verdaderos hijos tuyos.” (Oración sobre las Ofrendas).
La Misa del Santo Crisma es nombrada por
el Crisma Sagrado que pronto voy a consagrar,
como también bendecir el Óleo de los Catecúmenos y bendecir el Óleo de los Enfermos. Se
llevarán estos óleos a sus parroquias y serán
usados para los sacramentos todo el próximo
año. Este es otro regalo del amor de Dios: los
sacramentos, que dan la gracia, nos asisten con
la santidad, aumentan en nosotros el amor de
Dios, prójimo y nosotros mismos. Por ejemplo,
la oración de la bendición del santo crisma:
“por el signo del santo crisma, tú dispensas la
vida y amor a tu pueblo.”
Gracias, Señor, por el sacerdocio, ordenado
y laical, que muestra tu amor. Gracias por
los sacramentos, que dispensan tu amor. Te
amamos. ¡Tú nos amas más de lo que podemos
pedir o imaginar!

Sesiones de conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido
víctima de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier
empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620) 225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al
correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva
siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a
Social Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y volun-

tarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones
de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register
y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.

Peregrinage a Italia del
10 al 18 de Marzo, 2018
Peregrinage dirigido por
Padre Aneesh Vicario de la
Catedral and Norma Álvarez,
Directora de Educación Religiosa de la Catedral.
Cost: $3000.00 (boleto de
avión incluido). Para mas
información comuníquese a

Proximo al (855) 842-8001 o
visite este website: https://
www.proximotravel.com/
trip-store/?action=trip_regi
stration&tripid=5161. También puede comunicarse con
Norma Álvarez a la oficina de
la Catedral 620-225-4802.
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Priests; the joy of serving others
T

his week’s issue of the Southwest Kansas Catholic has
coverage of the annual Chrism
Mass, a celebration that includes
a special recognition of the
priests of the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City. It is at this celebration, surrounded by parishioners from across the diocese,
that priests renew their priestly
promises.
Our priests dedicate their lives
in service to the Lord and to our
Church, and we are blessed by
their ministry.
We are called to support their
ongoing formation, and to care
for the needs of our priests

throughout their retirement
years.
Additionally, we are called to
provide support for the missionary and international priests who
serve our parishes, as well as our
seminarians preparing for priesthood.
The Vibrant Ministries --Uniting our Church appeal has set
as a monetary goal a sum of
$3,940,500, which will go toward
support of priestly vocations from
seminary through retirement.
Below, a few of our priests
share the joys and the challenges
of taking Christ’s admonition to
heart in their ministry.

“What I like most about be
ing a priest is
when I’m doing the sacram
ents, especially
when I’m saying Mass for
the people. I
feel like I’m really fulfilling
my chosen vocation when I’m at the altar bri
nging Jesus to
the people.”
-- Father Bernard Felix
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“Hearing confessions is probably not my most
comfortable moment (from a personality perspective), but I like it so much because I know
what it means, what it does, and how important it
is. People turn to a priest in the face of death,
violence, anger, or despair, looking for some
hope. I think my greatest challenge is wanting to
help everyone in every moment of pain or sadness, but knowing that I can’t.”
-- Father Wesley Schawe

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Your place at the table

What do you like most about being a
priest?
“The feelings I have when I have a
baptism, or giving children their first
communion. Those feelings are unexplainable. Plus seeing the expressions on
their faces when they get to receive the
body and blood for the first time.”
-- Father Michael Helms

“The powerful freedom of priesthood to be with people at the most
spiritual moments of their lives is the
great wonder and blessing of priesthood. It is being an instrument of
communion with God and
with one another.”
-- Father Jim Dieker

“I truly think I would be happy in a num
ber
of different vocations. Making the cho
ice,
accepting the call of the priesthood how
ever,
is where I truly believe God has called
me,
and continues to call me to be. I have
had
the opportunity to meet and come to
know
some of the most wonderful people ima
ginable: people whom I try to serve, people
who
continue to challenge me, people who
make
my faith grow, and people who truly care
about me.”
-- Father Warren Stecklein, vF

What do you like most about being a
priest?
“Celebrating the Liturgy. My main reason for
being a priest hasn’t changed! Even thou
gh
I enjoy doing many other things as a prie
st,
the Liturgy still gives me the greatest joy. I
invariably leave “Church” feeling a deep sens
e
of well-being as I did when I was a child.
“The rituals of the RCIA process have been
a great highlight. Of course, this goes alon
g
with my main reason for being a priest! I have
found that the rituals bring the whole com
munity together in a way that nothing else
can.
The catechetical part of the RCIA process is
a
treat as well, since I love to teach people new
things, especially about the Bible.”
-- Father Reggie Urban

Counting
(and sharing)
our blessings
By FATHeR
JoHn FoRKUoH
Pastor, St. John
the Baptist,
Spearville

M

y home parish of Techimantia, Ghana,
has the tradition of providing its priest
with a car.
When the priest is transferred, the car stays
with the parish for the use of the next pastor.
While I was home recently, our priest had
an accident and totaled the car. With six
churches to pastor, he has no way to visit
them. The parishioners set out to buy another
car and have raised about 50 percent of it.
In the meantime, five of his parishes go
without the sacraments or their spiritual
shepherd.
I tell you this story because it speaks of the
great love our community has for their brothers and sisters who are without a priest; how
with caring, tenacity and sacrifice they will
ensure that others receive the gifts they have.
Here in southwest Kansas, our parishes are
greatly blessed, and I humbly come to you
asking for your help in sharing these blessings
with our diocesan communities.
As we place ourselves in God’s presence, let
us reflect on St. Paul’s humble words to the
Corinthians in today’s reading: “I came to you
in weakness and fear and much trembling,
and my message and my proclamation were
not with persuasive (words of) wisdom, but
with a demonstration of spirit and power, so
that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.” (I Cor 2:3-5)
Please be generous in your gift to the Vibrant Ministries-Uniting Our Church Appeal.

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
you give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
loving God, fill us with the desire

to be with you in all things,
invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us.

Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.
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Conﬁrmations celebrated across diocese

ST. JoHn THe evAnGeliST PARiSH, HoiSinGTon
nine youth and one classmate who was previously confirmed attended with their
sponsors and Catechists, along with their families and religion formation classes.
Back row; Xavier Robinson, Keaton Klug, Bishop Brungardt, Trevor Kaiser, Father
Anselm eke, Trey Byers and Jakob Breit. Front Row; Jacquelyn Gonzalez, Maleigha
Schmidt, Katelyn Knapp, Johnelle Moshier and Riley Brungardt.

ST. THeReSA PARiSH, DiGHTon
Bishop John Brungardt conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on seven members of
St. Theresa Church in Dighton. Pictured above from left to right, Father Bernard Felix,
Cheyanne Johnson, Marlee Wilkinson, Burke Shapland, Kaden Bradstreet, Most Reverand
John Brungardt, ella Roberts, Gentry Shapland, Kenadee o’Brien and Diana Kuhlman.

Please pray for all the young people of the diocese as
they take these important steps in their journey in the
Catholic faith. May they always recognize that Christ
is with them every moment of every day, holding them
tightly in his loving embrace.
When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

ST. JoSePH PARiSH, ellinWooD
Front row: Haley Troyer, Colby Heinz, Caden Rowan, isabel Mai, Ashtin Klepper,
Wittney Hammeke, and Monica Hammeke. Middle row: Shaun Weber, lane Klepper, Cody zink, Karson Harrington, Daphne Doll, and erin Hammeke. Back row:
Marlene Clayton, Bishop John B. Brungradt, Father Terrance Klein

Mar� your calendar

Diocese of Salina to present
Men’s Conference August 12

T

he Family Life Office of the Catholic
Diocese of Salina is taking registrations online for the 2017 Men’s Conference.
The conference will be held on Saturday, August 12, 2017.
This year’s Men’s Conference speakers
will be Dr. Ray Guarendi and Father John
Lager.
Dr. Guarendi is a father of 10, clinical psychologist, author, professional
speaker, and national radio and television host. His radio show, “The Dr. Is In”
can be heard on more than 440 stations
and Sirius XM channel 130. His TV show,

“Living Right With Dr. Ray” is aired in 140
countries.
Father Lager is a well-known Capuchin
Friar and native of Angelus, Kansas. He
has served as the national chaplain of
FOCUS since 2013. In addition, he has
functioned in a wide variety of ministries within the Capuchin Order; was
the executive director of the Samaritan
House of Denver; and is cofounder of
the international men’s ministry Marked
Men for Christ.
To register online or for more information go to www.salinadiocese.org/familylife or call 785-827-8746, Ext. 17.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

DAN REED, FICF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce
(785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood,
Hoisington, Olmitz,
Russell, Claflin,
Ellsworth

ADAM CEBULA

DARIN REED,
FICF
(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell
Ransom

GEORGE SPINELLI,

(785) 728-2147
FICF, LUTCF,
oﬃce
CLU
(785) 871-1991
(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
Goodland, Colby,
(785) 650-3404 cell
Marienthal, Scott
St.
John, Seward, Great
City, Sharon Springs,
Bend, Kinsley
St. Francis, Tribune,
Garden City

TYLER MEYER,
FICF
(785) 726-4899
Kingman, Sharon,
Willowdale, St. Leo,
Pratt, Danville, Medicine Lodge, Kiowa,
Greensburg

SHAUN

LINENBERGER

(785) 301-2676
oﬃce
(785) 623-8716 cell
Larned, La Crosse,
Olmitz

For more
information on
a career with
the Knights of
Columbus,
contact George
Spinelli at
(785) 726-4899.

DAN ORDONEZ

(620) 260-0962
Garden City, Plains,
Liberal, Ulysses,
Ingalls, Elkart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakins,
Syracuse, Satanta

Check out our website!

D.J. REBEL

(913) 687-0164
Spearville, Wright,
Dodge City, Ashland,
Ness City, Jetmore

• • • kofcinsuranceks.com

4

5

17
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22
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19

23
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31

32

33

35
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19 Satan wanted to sift the
apostles like this (Lk 22:31)
23 “Where, O ___, is your sting?”
(1 Cor 15:55)
24 God, the Father
26 Passover meals
29 “How will it end for those who
___ to obey the gospel of God?”
(1 Pet 4:17)
30 The ___ Supper
32 US state in which the Diocese
of Nashville is found
33 OT prophetic book

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS
TeASeR THe
FiRST:
There is one
word in this
puzzle which
is spelled incorrectly. Can
you find it?
business
coffee
rhythm
sincerely

st. sebastian’s soDuKo

Call us today at the following locations:

ACRoSS
1
2
3
7 Minor Prophet noted for
8
having been swallowed by a 7
great fish
9
8 Catholicism is the official
11
12
religion of this Central Ameri- 10
can country
10 Like Theresa of Avila or
John of the Cross
13 14
15
16
12 “…and the rich he has sent
20
___ away” (Lk 1:53)
13 ___ the fatted calf
21
16 Chief apostle
24
18 Amos compared the women of Bashan to these animals 26
27
(Am 4:1)
20 “Gloria in excelsis ___”
21 He anointed David
29
30
22 Sin against the fifth Commandment
25 7A was thrown into this
26 Joseph and Benjamin, to 34
Jacob
27 ___ Novarum
28 “Whoever ___ this bread
Jesus.” (Acts 5:42)
will live forever” (Jn 6:51)
29 White silk garment worn by 5 “…___ to your Father in secret” (Mt 6:6)
the Pope
6 They fed Elijah (1 Kings 17:231 AKA Hadassah
4)
34 ___ of sin
35 One of the seraphim or cheru- 9 It is worn around the neck
11 Melchizedek’s domain (Gen
bim, for example
14:18)
DoWn
14 The Diocese of Boise is here
1 ___ Name Society
2 Elvis Presley co-star who be- 15 St. ___ Bertrand
17 “We ___, we celebrate, we
came a nun
believe”
3 Fruit of the Holy Spirit
4 “…they did not ___ teaching 18 “I will bless those who bless
and proclaiming the Messiah, you and ___…” (Gen 12:3)

TeASeR THe SeConD: Word Ladders
Can you transform each of the top words into the
word on the bottom? You can only change one letter
at a time. Don’t change the order of the letters. Can
you transform each word in eight or less steps?
For example:
CAT
WARM
EASY
SLOW
can
________
________
________
con
________
________
________
don
________
________
________
DOG
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
COLD
HARD
FAST

TeASeR THe THiRD: Hink
Pinks are rhyming word
riddles. The answer to the
riddle is a pair of words that
rhyme with each other.
For example: Large Feline
would be Fat Cat.
1. Final actors
2. Gadget idiot
3. Grizzly carnival
4. Good cost
5. Greatest visitor
6. Flying fear
7. Footwear Adhesive
8. Fry literature
9. Frog signal
10. Happy father

(left) To solve a Soduko, fill in the
table so that the numbers from 1 to
9 will be in each column, each row
and each 3x3 box only once. every
sudoku puzzle can have only one
correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9. Cada columna debe contener los números
a partir la 1 a 9. Cada cuadrado 3x3
debe contener los números a partir
la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of sodukooftheday.com.
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Associates renew commitment to Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
Special to the Catholic
s part of the annual CSJ Associates
Retreat, a new Associate made
her first commitment March 25
while 11 other Associates renewed their
commitment to the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Concordia.
The spring weekend retreat took place
March 24 to 26 at Manna House of
Prayer in Concordia.
The 7 p.m. commitment ceremony
was the highlight of a weekend filled
with prayer and fellowship. The retreat
concluded with Mass on Sunday morning
at the Nazareth Motherhouse and dinner
with the Sisters.
A CSJ Associate is a Christian adult
who is committed to Gospel values, feels
drawn by the charism, spirituality and
mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph, desires to deepen one’s spiritual life, is willing to give oneself in service to the “dear
neighbor” and is committed to building
community. CSJ Associates are men and
women from all ages and all walks of life.
They meet regularly for prayer and sharing either in groups or one-on-one.
CSJ Associates renewing their commitment at the retreat were:
• Susan LeDuc, Concordia-area group
• Bill Riordan, Concordia-area group
• Susan Riordan, Concordia-area group
• Gerry Parker, Abilene-area group
• Vicki Appelhans, Manhattan-area

A

Sister Janet Lander (left) and Sister Marilyn Wall
(right) with Joelyn Foy Ph.D., following her first
commitment ceremony at Manna House of Prayer, CSJ Associates making their first or renewing their commitment at the annual CSJ Associates Retreat. Front row (left to right): Nancy Welsh, Stephanie
Concordia.
Hudson, Joelyn Foy, Susan Riordan Back row: Gerry Parker, Jennifer Spangler,
Rosalita Flax, Catherine Seitz, Susan LeDuc, and Mary Ray. Far back: Bill Riordan.
group
Not pictured is Vicki Appelhans.
• Mary Ray, Manhattan-area group
be renewing at area group meetings.
Catherine Seitz at sdseitz@cox.net or
• Catherine Seitz, Manhattan-area group
Also taking part in the weekend
Sister Janet Lander, janetmarycsj@
• Nancy Welsh, Manhattan-area group
retreat
were
several
Sisters
of
St.
Joyahoo.com or call 785/243-2149 or
• Stephanie Hudson, Kansas City-area group
seph and two women who wanted to
visit www.csjkansas.org/about/associ• Jennifer Spangler, Kansas City-area group
learn more about the CSJ Associates
ates/.
• Rosalita Flax, Western Kansas-area group
program.
Currently, there are Associate
For more information about CSJ
members in Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas,
Joelyn Foy Ph.D., Manhattan-area group, made
New Mexico, Arkansas and Missouri.
her first commitment. Other Associates have or will Associates, contact CSJ Associate

Catholic author makes it easy to identify our own stories of faith
Continued from Page 11
always blesses others.
Southwest Kansas Catholic: Your love
of evangelizing comes out in the title
Anointed for a Purpose. What’s in this
book?
Mary Sharon Moore: I look at our
world and wonder: Did Pentecost lose its
effectiveness? No, it hasn’t. But I sense
that as baptized and anointed men and
women of God, we easily grow “okay”
with the condition of our world, the
sheer inhumanity of it, especially when it
doesn’t directly affect us.
I believe that the world is waiting for us
to wake up and get it right—to seriously
embrace our anointing in the Holy Spirit
for the sake of the world we touch.
Southwest Kansas Catholic: The titles
of your two most recent books, “Conformed to Christ”, and “Lord, Teach Us to
Pray”, have an evangelizing tone as well.
Can you tell us about these two books?
Mary Sharon Moore: Saint Paul urges
us to “be conformed to Christ,” to live,
“no longer I, but Christ in me.” These are
powerful words. I am not convinced that
we need more programs or video series
or small group studies on how to be
Christian. We need to take seriously the
words that are right there on the page in
front of us. Paul is telling us something,
and we need to pay attention. Because
yes, the world is waiting for us to wake
up and get it right.
My most recent book, “Lord, Teach Us
to Pray”, traces the journey of a maturing
prayer life, and guides readers in discerning their own maturing in prayer. I feel
deeply that each of us needs a relationship with the Lord that is strong enough

and deep enough to sustain us across the
deserts and over the abysses and up the
steep mountains of our lives. Younger
generations look to us elders to see how
faithfulness is done in the trying times.
They either come away inspired and
encouraged, or they go away empty.
Southwest Kansas Catholic: Where do
you get your stories?
Mary Sharon Moore: I think back to
my first experience of God, which happened one night at the Oregon coast,
when I was four. As my daddy tucked
me into bed I asked him, “Daddy, when
does the ocean go to sleep?” He told me,
“Honey, the ocean never sleeps. It just
keeps going.” In that instant I understood
God—as only a four-year-old can.
More recently I was drawn to this
phrase, “poor, like Jesus.” Instinctively I
knew that I wanted to be close to Jesus
in this way. And I knew that the quickest
way for me to become “poor, like Jesus,”
was to give away my car and begin to
ride the bus—with people who are just
like me, and with people who are not
just like me. And to walk around downtown and intentionally encounter people
whom I would otherwise not have to
encounter.
This experiment in voluntary lifestyle
poverty has been a real heart expander
for me. I am learning new ways to love,
new ways of generosity.
I get most of my stories on Sundays.
After Mass I walk downtown with a few
sandwiches in my backpack, and maybe
a few bottles of water. I ask the Lord,
“Where would you like my feet to go?”
And with ease I meet people, brothers
and sisters, who are ready for a sandwich

and some conversation with someone
who takes their life seriously.
My article “The Road to Easter,” published last year in St. Anthony Messenger, recounts my 26-hour bus trip from
my home town, Eugene, to Idaho Falls,
where I went for a few days of work. The
encounters on that trip were a revelation
to me of Jesus deeply at work in my own
heart and in the lives of those I met.
Southwest Kansas Catholic: What do
you do when you are not writing?
Mary Sharon Moore: When I’m not writing? Well, maybe having experiences that I
can turn into a story! I also travel the United States as an evangelizing missionary. I
go to parishes that invite me in for five days
of parish mission talks, mini-retreats, youth
events. And I also work with individuals
nationwide as a spiritual director.
To renew myself I get out in nature,
go hiking and birding with friends. I read
poetry. I live as a happy solitary.
And I am deeply involved in civic issues,
especially concerning homelessness,
in my town of Eugene, Oregon. For me
this involvement includes one-to-one
encounters, sitting through cold nights
while homeless guests sleep at one of
our warming centers, doing advocacy before City Council and at the state capitol
for affordable housing and support for
families at the margins.
Southwest Kansas Catholic: What
simple steps can we take to identify our
own stories of faith?
Mary Sharon Moore: The first step is
to live large, live generously. Stories of
faith are born of flesh-and-blood engagement. So you can ask: What matters to
me? What gives me life? What robs me

of life? What am I OK with? What am
I not OK with? What breaks my heart?
What gives me hope? Answers to these
questions will lead you to your stories of
faith.
And notice things. Notice which news
stories stir your heart or conscience.
Notice the needs in your town. Notice
the invitations that seem to find you. Let
yourself be led by the Holy Spirit. The
world gives the church its reason to exist.
Southwest Kansas Catholic: Why do
stories of faith matter?
Mary Sharon Moore: When you can
name your stories of faith, your faith
comes alive in unexpected ways. You begin to notice patterns of the Lord at work
in your life and through your life.
Our stories of faith also matter because
younger generations are looking at how
mature faith works, whether it’s real.
Our stories of faith show how we are
being apprenticed to life in Christ. Young
people search for models of apprenticeship, whether they know it or not.
Plus, you’re just a lot more interesting
when you can show how the Holy Spirit is
at work in your life!
Southwest Kansas Catholic: Do you
have a word of encouragement for readers in their own journey of faith?
Mary Sharon Moore: I recall lines from
a poem by Mary Oliver: “Pay attention.
/ Be astonished. / Tell about it.” That’s
really what evangelizing is about.
To receive a copy of Mary Sharon
Moore’s article “The Road to Easter,”
e-mail her at marysharonmoore@gmail.
com. Learn more about her work at
marysharonmoore.com
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Priests on tHe Prairie
Father John Marks Handly, CSP
Died April 16, 1947

...He constructed a
school and church
building in the Mexican Village for the
families of the men
employed by the
Santa Fe Railroad.

F

ather Handly was born Jan. 23, 1871, in Winchester, Tenn. He was a
convert to Catholicism; and was baptized Oct. 21, 1894, by Paulist Father Arthur Clark. He entered the Paulist novitiate in Washington, D.C., and
was ordained June 9, 1899, at Catholic University by the Most Reverend
Alfred A. Curtis, auxiliary bishop of Baltimore.
He became one of the best known Paulist missionaries in the country.
His work carried him to almost every state in the Union and every province
in Canada. In 1914, Bishop Hennessy requested that he preach a mission in Dodge City. After the mission, the Sacred Heart Church committee
appealed to the bishop to name him pastor for at least six months. The
Paulist superior consenting, Bishop Hennessy gave him the appointment to
revive the religious spirit in the parish.
Father Handly’s pastorate in Dodge City extended for two years. During that time he constructed a school and church building in the Mexican
Village for the families of the men employed by the Santa Fe Railroad. He
replaced Sacred Heart’s frame church with a towering edifice of Spanish
mission design that would later serve the Dodge City diocese as a cathedral. He also started the parish school. In May, 1916 he left Dodge City for
Austin, Tex.
The last years of his life were spent at old St. Mary’s Church in Chicago.
There he began the tradition of the 54-day Novena Devotion.
Father Handly died April 16, 1947. A Solemn Mass of Requiem was
offered at St. Mary’s Church, Chicago, and also at Sacred Heart Church,
Dodge City. He was buried in Winchester City Cemetery, Winchester, Tenn.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Pope Francis’
Monthly intentions;
April 2017

young People
That young people may respond
generously to their vocations and
seriously consider offering themselves to God in the priesthood or
consecrated life.

For the latest
movie reviews,
visit
www.catholic
news.com
/movies.cfm

Vogel
Accounting
Vogel
Accounting
Public
Accountant
Public Accountant

Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation
Computerized
Bookkeeping Service
Computerized
Farm
Accounts Bookkeeping Service
Farm Accounts
Individual
Accounts
Individual
Small
BusinessAccounts
Services
Business Services
andSmall
Tax Planning
and Tax Planning

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.

Gerald Vogel
Gerald Vogel
116 S. Main
116 S. Main
Cimarron, KS 67835
Cimarron, KS 67835
855-3888
855-3888
800-203-8437
800-203-8437
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SKC dates,
deadlines

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Issue date/
deadline
April 30/April 19
May 14/May 3
May 28/May 17
June 11/May 31
July 16/July 5
Aug. 13/July 16
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6
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St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
LITANY SAINT JOSEPH
OF

S

Dates are subject to change.

Questions? Contact
Dave at skregister@
dcdiocese.org, or call
(620) 227-1519.

ANSWERS

L C F D R A L

C Z

E P O S E V

Z U

I

D F

S

T

M E E

J O N T

Z

T

F

V
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L

I

P

I

N V R W A A

X O M J

F R G T

K C C Q

S A H C O R H G

E M E E G M M L

L Q L D N L

A U

L R F

P

T U S A

E E U G B E A E O F

Z

L C T R

H R Q O E

A U E E D

P

Z N

S Y

I

J

J

U S

F

J

I

R N

T D M M Q T W U

I

Largest
Selection of

F

V U B Z

W H S W V S U C L
I

A G A A K L

I

Z R R O T C E

K B O L

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

G Q X H W E U N Y H H A

L Q U S O E

BRAVE
CHASTE
COMFORT
EXAMPLE
FAITHFUL

J

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

Visit our online catalog at:

V A E N

www.idonnelly.com

X O N H S R

L O Y A L U
T O R P

I

V

J

X A

X C T H Q X C M F

S C

FOSTER FATHER
GUARDIAN
JUST
LOYAL
MODEL

NOBLE SON
OBEDIENT
PILLAR
PROTECTOR
PRUDENT

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com
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H
J O N
L
M Y S
A
K I L
D E
S A M
H
S O N
E
D
E
R E M
S

F A L D
A
A
I S S I
L
T

H
M
S
P
A H
C O S T A R I
R
S
D
O
A
E M P T Y
T I C
A
S
P E T E R
C O
L
O
U
Y
E
U
U E L
M U R D
I
A
C
E
S E
S
R E R U M
E A
E
B
T
A
E S T H
T
R
E
O N
A N G
R
N

THiRD:
1. Last Cast
2. Tool Fool
3. Fair Bear
4. Nice Price
5. Best Guest
6. Flight Fright
7. Shoe Glue
8. Cook Book
9. Toad Code
10. Glad Dad
SeConD:
WARM EASY
ward ease
card
case
cord
cane
COLD wane
wand
ward
HARD

SLOW
slot
slat
seat
sent
pent
pant
past
FAST

FiRST:
“Incorrectly” (sorry)

E R
Z
E L
K
R
C A
V
E
N
W S
H
E R
A
T S
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Mother of Father Marvin Reif dies

D

orothy Ann Reif, 87, of St. John
the Evangelist Parish, Hoisington; mother of Father Marvin Reif,
died March 24, 2017.
Dorothy was born October 25,
1929, on the farm near Odin,
Kansas, the daughter of Hugo and
Matilda (Hoeffner) Frenzl. She married Albert Reif on April 16, 1952, in
Odin. He died Sept. 11, 1970.
She was a former member of St.
Joseph Catholic Church in Beaver,
Kansas, and the St. Joseph Altar Society. She later became a member
of the St. John the Evangelist Parish
where she was also a member of
the Altar Society.
Survivors include children: Gary
Reif and wife Karen of Great Bend;
Duane Reif and wife Debbie of Hoisington; Eldon Reif and wife Karla of
Holyrood; Karen Winkelman and
husband Tim of Great Bend; Father
Marvin Reif of Protection; and
Nancy Jensen and husband Mark of
Ellsworth; brother, Leo Frenzl and
wife Dolores of Great Bend; sisters,
Gertrude Hickel of Great Bend;
Viola Meyeres of Ellinwood; sisterin-law, Edna Frenzl of Hays; seven
grandchildren: Tammy Lichter, Kristi
Ingalls, Sarah Bricker, Shane Reif,
Alison Moore, Tyler Jensen, and
Derek Jensen; nine great grandchildren, Brinly and Hadley Lichter, Cayson and Cala Ingalls, Kayley Bricker,
Addyson Moore, Axson and Ainsley
Jensen, Reed Jensen, and one more
on the way.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, husband, and son, Leonard
Reif; siblings: Marie Meyeres, Te-

Dorothy Ann Reif, mother of Father Marvin Reif, died March 4.
resa Wondra, Frank Frenzl, Joseph Frenzl,
August Frenzl, Lawrence Frenzl, and William Frenzl; and two grandchildren, David
Reif and Branson Reif.
The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St. John the Evangelist Church.
Concelebrating the liturgy were Father
Anselm Eke, MSP, pastor; Father Prakash
Kola, Father Warren Stecklein, Father Terrance Klein, Father Pascal Klein, Father Anthony Suellentrop, Father Ted Stoecklein,
Father Jim Deiker, and the Most Rev. John
B. Brungardt, bishop of Dodge City. Burial
was at Nazareth Cemetery in Odin.
Memorials may be made to the Retired Priests Fund, in care of the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City, PO Box, 137, Dodge
City, KS, 67801.

Obituary policy
Obituary listings are printed free of charge, and must be edited for space and
SKC style. If we are missing an obituary listing, call (620) 227-1519, or email
skregister@dcdiocese.org. Please pray for all those suffering due to the loss of a
friend or loved one.

Help for farmers
• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll free,
866-327-6578: Provides confidential,
short-term emotional support, advice, and
qualified referrals directly to rural families
struggling with an unmet emotional, medical, financial, or legal need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services, toll-free, 800-321-3276: Helps
farmers, agricultural lenders and USDA

agencies resolve disputes in a confidential
and non-adversarial setting outside the
traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for Rural
Kansans, toll free, 866-271-0853: Helps
farmers, ranchers, and their families to
make a transition from farming and ranching to non-farm employment.

Help for pregnant women, or mothers
of young children, to quit smoking
Freedom From Smoking: Catholic Charities
is offering a one-on-one smoking cessation
program for any woman who is pregnant, or
who has children under the age of three. The
program uses the American Lung Association
Freedom from Smoking materials, and any

Hearing Aid assistance

Do you have a parishioner who needs
hearing aid assistance? The Starkey Hearing
Foundation provides hearing aid assistance
for those with financial need. There is an
application processing fee of $125 per
hearing aid request; contact Hear Now

woman who completes the program is eligible for an incentive of her choice, including
diapers, a car seat, a stroller, or a pack and
play. For more information, call Amy Falcon
at 620-227-1590.

to discuss eligibility before completing an
application for assistance: 800-328-8602,
or Hearnow@starkey.com. When an application is approved, aids are given to the
applicant at no additional cost.

L

evi Allen Kohn, the infant son of
Kyle and Reba (Hickel) Kohn, of St.
Nicholas Parish, Kinsley, is survived
by his parents; grandparents, Galen
and Doris Kohn, and Tom and Rita
Hickel; one uncle, Carl Hickel; three
aunts; Kimberly Kohn, Tana Hickel,
and Jennifer Kohn; and cousins Charlee YellowWolf, Kayla Maina, and
Bentley Maina. Father John Strasser
presided.
Angela “Ann” C. Schaapveld, 96, of
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died March
23, 2017. She belonged to Grandma’s
Pinochle Club, did bridal alterations
and other alterations as well, ironed
the altar towels for the church as well
as volunteered for the Blood Mobile.
She was a member of the Altar Society. She is survived by her husband,
Louis W. Schaapveld, Jr.; two sons,
Steven and Doug; a daughter, Jean
Fugleberg; a brother, Larry Stegman;
sister, Lorraine Kincaid; two grandchildren; four great-grandchildren;
and two great-great-grandchildren.
Father Wesley Schawe presided.
Maxine Steimel, 83, of St. Stanislaus Parish, Ingalls, died March 30,
2017. She attended St. Mary of the
Plains College in Dodge City on a
Music Scholarship. Survivors include
her children, Kim, Chris, Brent, Ann
Kimble, Jerry, and Lynn Steimel; a
sister, Jeanette Kolbeck; 12 grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.
Father Peter Tran presided.
Marvin Henry Rajewski, 83, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St. Patrick
Church, Great Bend, died April 1,
2017. He served during the Korean
War as a SP3 (T) in the Army. He was
also a 4th degree member of the
Knights of Columbus Council #862.
Survivors include one son, Mike Rajewski; two daughters, Connie Kerr
and Bonnie McPherson; eight grandchildren; two step-grandchildren; and
nine great-grandchildren. Father Don
Bedore presided.
	Velma H. Toner Brensing, 94, of
St. Joseph Parish, Greensburg, died
April 3, 2017. She was a longtime
Kiowa County resident and a retired
Registered Nurse. Survivors include
her two sons, Mike and Chuck; five
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. Father Robert Schremmer
presided.		
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Local entertainer,
Paul Muñoz remembered
Paul Ornelas Muñoz, 89, of the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died
March 25, 2017. Paul served his country in the U.S.
Army as a medic during the Korean War. He also
was a guitarist with a traveling U.S. Military Band,
which entertained troops throughout Europe. In
his lifetime, he was employed with Speed King
Manufacturing and Curtis Machine Shop, as a
tool and die machinist, the Santa Fe Railroad, and
retired from the U.S. Postal Service. Along with having a full-time job, he was a bass guitar player for
the Don Pray and Nashville Sound Band for more
than 30 years. Paul is survived by his beloved wife
Fausta Andrade Muñoz, daughter Cynthia Powers
and husband Donald; granddaughters Taylor and
Talia, son Bryan Muñoz and children Vince, Alexis,
and Emily; stepson Carlos Castro, wife Monica,
daughter Sarah; stepson Jorge Castro, wife Monica,
daughter Janine, and son Abraham. Paul is also
survived by his sister Vicenta Muñoz Bernal, niece
Mary Bernal Rodriguez, and brother Frank Muñoz
and wife Betty, and several cousins, nieces, and
nephews. Father Aneesh Parappanattu presided.

Cardinal William Keeler dies;
led oldest diocese in U.S.
CATONSVILLE, Md. — Cardinal William Keeler,
who helped ease tensions between Catholics and
Jews and headed the oldest Roman Catholic diocese in the U.S. for 18 years, died March 30. He
was 86.
Archbishop William Lori announced in a statement that Keeler died at St. Martin’s Home for the
Aged in Catonsville.
Keeler retired in 2007 as the head of the archdiocese of Baltimore.
He devoted much of his clerical life to improving ties with other denominations, especially
Jews. From 1992 to 1995, he was president of the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. He also
served as moderator for Catholic/Jewish Relations
and was a member of the Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.
In a 1993 interview with The Associated Press,
Keeler said he developed his strong ecumenical bent
while attending summer camp as a boy with Protestants and Jews. The experience, Keeler said, offered
him, “many opportunities to work with people from
other churches and to engage in a kind of informal
dialogue with them, to see their goodness and their
interest in things that were good.”
Keeler was a priest for 37 years and served as an
expert adviser to Pope John XXIII at the reforming
Second Vatican Council of 1962-65. He took over
the Baltimore Archdiocese in 1989.

Scripture Readings
Sunday, April 16: Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34, 37-43/Colossians 3:1-4, or First
Corinthians 5:6-8/John 20:1-9
Monday, April 17
Acts 2:14, 22-32/Matthew 28:8-15
Tuesday, April 18
Acts 2:36-41/John 20:11-18
Wednesday, April 19
Acts 3:1-10/Luke 24:13-35
Thursday, April 20
Acts 3:11-26/Luke 24:35-48
Friday, April 21
Saturday, April 22
Acts 4:13-21/Mark 16:9-15
Sunday, April 23
Acts 2:42-47/First Peter 1:3-9/John 20:1931

Monday, April 24
Acts 4:23-31/John 3:1-8
Tuesday, April 25: Saint Mark, evangelist
First Peter 5:5-14/Mark 16:15-20
Wednesday, April 26
Acts 5:17-26/John 3:16-21
Thursday, April 27
Acts 5:27-33/John 3:31-36
Friday, April 28
Acts 5:34-42/John 6:1-15
Saturday, April 29; Saint Catherine of
Siena, virgin and doctor
Acts 6:1-7 or First John 1:5--2:2/John 6:1621
Sunday, April 30
Acts 2:14, 22-28/First Peter 1:17-21/Luke
24:13-35
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Senate advances pro-life measure
From Page 12
and infertility treatments.
Thus, the fact that Planned Parenthood is
the nation’s largest abortion provider could
not be the factor for states withholding Title
X funds from their clinics.
According to Planned Parenthood’s most
recent fiscal year report from 2014-15, the
organization performed more than 323,999
annual abortions. It received more than
$550 million in federal, state, and local
funds in that year, or “government health
services grants and reimbursements.”
The organization has drawn controversy
for its role in the trade of fetal body parts
from aborted babies, obtained by tissue
harvesters and ultimately used for purposes
like medical research.
The Center for Medical Progress aired a
series of undercover videos, starting in the
summer of 2015, from conversations they
had with Planned Parenthood officials. The
videos showed doctors discussing prices
for fetal tissue with actors posing as tissue
harvesters.
The organization was investigated by
states, but has not currently been charged
for illegal sales of tissue – reimbursement
at “reasonable” levels for expenses like
operating costs is allowed by federal law.
However, a House Select Investigative Panel
released a report in January detailing some
abuses within the organization.

For instance, Planned Parenthood officials had admitted that clinics had not
followed the organization’s procedures on
important matters like fetal tissue transfers
or ensuring that abortion procedures were
not illegally altered for the purpose of tissue
harvesting.
Another investigative report released
around the same time by the pro-life Charlotte Lozier Institute showed that, according to federal audits, Planned Parenthood
clinics had overbilled Medicaid reimbursements and other public health funds by a
total of more than $130 million.
In some cases in Nebraska and New York,
public funds including Medicaid reimbursements had paid for abortion-related claims
and services at Planned Parenthood clinics,
according to audits.
States should be free to disperse Title X
funds to clinics they believe provide true
health care, especially in light of Planned
Parenthood’s recent controversies, insisted
Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the
pro-life Susan B. Anthony List.
If the resolution is passed by Congress and
signed into law by President Trump, it would
“undo former President Obama’s parting gift
to the abortion industry,” she stated.
“Never again will the federal government
thwart efforts by states that – acting on
the will of the people – want to fund real
women’s health care, not abortion.”

Page 23

WORDS of Pope Francis
Please note: At press time, the Holy Father
had not commented on the airstrikes on Syria
by the United States in response to their use
of chemical weapons.

The chemical weapon
attack in Syria:

“We witness, horrified, the latest events
in Syria,” the Pope said April 5. “I strongly
deplore the unacceptable massacre that
took place yesterday in the province of
Idlib, where dozens of civilians were killed,
including many children.”
“I pray for the victims and their families, and I appeal to the conscience of those
who have political responsibility, locally and internationally, so that this tragedy
may come to an end and relief be brought to that beloved population who for too
long have been devastated by war,” he continued.

ON IMMIGRATION:

“We must not lose the sense of fraternal responsibility. The defense of human
beings knows no barriers; we are all united in wanting to ensure a dignified life
for every man, woman, child forced to abandon their land. There is no difference of belief that can stand against this will, indeed.”

ON HIS MEETING WITH MUSLIM LEADERS:

“I like to think that the most important work that we must do among us today, in humanity, is the work ‘of the ear:’ to listen to each other,” he stated. “To
listen to each other, without rushing to answer.”

IN A MESSAGE TO YOUTH

“You, young people, are the ones who hold the future. I ask you to be builders
of the world, to work for a better world.
“It is a challenge, yes it is, do you accept it?”
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Priest tops list of CNN heroes for sheltering persecuted Christians
Catholic News Agency
NN recently published a list of 20
‘heroes behind the news’.
The series was compiled over
three months, after the CNN Heroes series
asked CNN correspondents and anchors
to look back and describe their personal
heroes.
Topping the list? Father Khalil Jaar, a
Catholic priest in Jordan who has sheltered ISIS refugees in his parish of St.
Mary’s since 2014.
When ISIS first invaded Iraq, Christians
were given three choices – to convert to
Islam, pay massive fines, or die. Many of
these Christians fled to nearby Jordan,
along with thousands of refugees fleeing
both the civil war and ISIS in Syria. Since
2011, Jordan, which only has a population
of about 6 million, has taken in more than
1 million refugees.
In 2014, churches throughout Jordan
started taking in Christian refugees fleeing
Iraqi cities like Mosul.

C

Date change

Pilgrimage to Italy March 2018
Father Aneesh Parappanattu,
MSFS, parochial vicar of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and
Norma Alvarez, cathedral Director
of Religious Education, will lead a
nine-day pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi,
Tuscany, Florence and Venice on

March 10-18, 2018.
The cost for the pilgrimage is $3,000,
which includes airfare. For more information contact Proximo Travel at (855)
842-8001, or Alvarez at (620) 225-4802.
More information will be included in
upcoming issues of the SKC.

“Father Khalil Jaar never turned anyone
away, no matter their faith. Three years
on St. Mary’s is still home for displaced
Christians…and Father Khalil helps to
house hundred of other families outside
the church,” CNN reporter Jomana Karadsheh said.
As of October 2014, St. Mary’s parish
was housing 100 refugee families, able to
offer not much more than sleeping mats
and a roof over their heads. At that point,
Fr. Jaar had already seen approximately
500 refugees walk through the doors of
his parish, seeking shelter.
“Jesus Christ told people, ‘leave everything and follow me,’ ” one refugee,
travelling with his 9-month old daughter,
told CNN at the time. “So we did.”
Many refugees, especially the children,
arrive sick and shocked, Fr. Jaar told CNN
in 2014.
“They left their homes in a few hours …
leaving everything behind them. It’s a very
big shock. That’s why I do my best to help

these people to overcome this situation
and to (help them) look for a better life,”
he said.
At one point, Karadsheh asked Fr. Jaar
how he was able to keep going with this
mission year after year.
“He says he gets his strength from the
refugees who have been through so much
and he says he will never ever turn anyone
in need away, no matter where they are
from or their religion.”
Slowly, Christians are regaining some of
their lost ground from ISIS in the battle of
Mosul, though the fighting has raged on
for months and the death toll continues to
rise. Last month, Pope Francis prayed for
an end to the violence during a Wednesday general audience.
“My thoughts go out to civilians trapped
in the western districts of Mosul and
displaced because of the war, to whom
I feel united in suffering, through prayer
and spiritual closeness,” he said during his
March 29 general audience.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, May 28-June 7, 2018

F

ather John Forkuoh, pastor of St. John the
Baptist Parish in Spearville, will lead a trip
to the Holy Land from May 28 - June 7, 2018.
The trip will include the following locations:
Jerusalem • Nazareth • Bethlehem • Via
Crucis • Cana • Dormition • Nativity Church •
Capernaum • Last Supper • Getsemani • Tel

Aviv.
The price is discounted at $3,800 and
includes Mass each day, airfare, 4-5 star
hotels, breakfast and dinner, tips, taxes, etc.
Call 855-842-8001 in order to sign up and ask
any questions you have. You can also e-mail
Sandi at sandi@proximotravel.com.

