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Thanks,
Mom!
+ Most Rev.
John B. Brundgardt
Bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City

Jacob Schneider

Please join in celebrating the Ordination Mass and sharing in the reception that follows.
Por favor únanse para celebrar la Misa de ordenación y a después compartir en la recepción.

Seminarian now
a U.S. citizen

O

n this Mother’s Day, we praise God for
the gift of our mothers: birth moms,
adoptive moms, foster moms, spiritual moms, grandmothers, all those special
women in our lives.

‘For me, U.S. citizenship means the
opportunity for personal development and rights, but it also involves
responsibilities and commitments.’

O

Esteban hernandez, a seminarian for the Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City, stands with an immigration oﬃcer in Wichita
following his citizenship ceremony April 21.

A tale
of two
‘teachers’
lilly Ann Rein is an octogenarian, and Amberly Jimenez is
only nine. Both bring their
love of serving children into
the classroom.

Pages 2 and 3

n April 21 at a special ceremony in Wichita, Esteban
Hernandez, a seminarian for the Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City attending Conception Seminary in
Conception, Mo., became a full-fledged citizen of the
United States.
“For me, U.S. citizenship means the opportunity for
personal development and rights, but also involves responsibilities and commitments,” he said by phone from
Conception Seminary.
Esteban was born in Canton Aguacatan, Huehuetenango Guatemala, and moved to the United States in 2002,
settling in Delaware. He moved to Dodge City in late
2014.
An indigenous Maya/Awakateco, Esteban has one
brother and four sisters. His parents are Gaspar Hernandez Rodriguez and Juana Mejia Lopez.
“My family is very happy and thankful that God has
Continued on Page 14

“Behold your son” (John 19:26). I found
an old photo of my Mom holding me as a
newborn (above), still in St. John’s Hospital
in Salina. She has a look of joy and marvel
at God’s gift to her and Dad and our family. She and Dad never saw me as a deacon,
priest or bishop here in this life, but someone said they had the best seat in town for
my ordinations!
Our moms bring all of us, their sons and
daughters, life, nourishment, peace, learning, discipline, and faith. At times we hurt
them by our action or inaction, but we ask
for forgiveness. At times they fall short, but
we pray for reconciliation. Thank you, Lord,
for our mothers.
“Behold your Mother” (John 19:27). We
all have another Mother, the Blessed Mother Mary. At the foot of the cross, Jesus gave
her to the beloved apostle, and him to her.
I believe he gave St. Mary to each of us as
well. The month of May is a special month
of devotion to the Virgin Mother, who loves
each of us, who intercedes for all, who leads
us to her Son Jesus.
When we were little and in time of need,
we turned to our mothers, we held their
hands. As we are in need each day, let us
turn toward Blessed Mary our mother, and
hold her hand. She will give us peace and
guide us to Jesus.
Thanks, Mother Mary!
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‘If you have seen me, you have seen my Father also’

W

+ Most Rev.
Ronald M. Gilmore
Bishop of Dodge City

hat are you, anyway? 25, 55, 75 years
old? You have been around, you have
seen a lot. You are old enough to
know better, I suspect.
So were the Apostles, I suspect, the two of
them we celebrated yesterday, Saints Philip
and James. Philip was among the very firstcalled, after all. He had been with Jesus the
longest.
If anyone should know better, it was Philip.
The Liturgy of the Hours told us yesterday
that “they will always remember your name,
O Lord.” No matter what happened to them,

they would never forget the one who made
them, the one who called them. But they did,
didn’t they, scatter and run when the Hour had
come. They did forget.
If they ever knew, to begin with. After the
initial fascination with Jesus, after days, and
months, and years with him, old Philip could
blurt out a dumb thing: “Lord, show us the
Father, and that will be enough for us.” He
forgot, if he ever even knew.
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip,
and still you do not know me?” There is
frustration in Jesus’ words, and exaspera-

tion, and weariness, and hurt. What more
could he have taught the Twelve? What
more would it take to get through to them?
“If you have seen me, you have seen my
Father also.” After all I have said, all I have
done, can you still not understand that central fact?
He was old enough to know better. He had
been with Jesus long enough to know better.
But in the crucial hour, he could not remember, he could but forget.
There may be hope, then, for you and for
me.

Taken to teaching

Nine-year-old finds joy in helping teach First Communion
Amberly Jimenez,
who only last
year received
her First Communion, helps
teacher Genoveva
Martínez instruct
a new class of second graders learning about their
First Communion.
Amberly is in the
third grade at Sunnyside Elementary
School in Dodge
City. She is nine
years old.

By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
nd what did you do over the
weekend, Miguel?” asks Amberly
Jimenez as she stands before the
First Communion class of second graders at the Our Lady of Guadalupe parish
hall in east Dodge City May 1.
Miguel is shy.
“Would you like to share with the rest
of the class?” Amberly gently prods.
Miguel answers in almost a whisper.
Amberly moves on to the next student.
The class is minutes from starting. Amberly had arrived early, as usual, carrying
a box of supplies that she opened and
prepared prior to the teacher’s arrival.
When finished, she urges the incoming
pupils to take a seat and engages them in
conversation, a gentle way of preparing
them for the conversation and discussion
to follow for the next hour.
Amberly, the teacher’s assistant, has
a great desire to help children, which
might be considered unusual since she
is one, herself. Amberly is nine years old
and is in the third grade at Sunnyside
Elementary in Dodge City.
Last year, after receiving her First
Communion, Amberly approached
Norma Alvarez, Director of Religious
Education at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, and asked if she could
help teach the next batch of students.

A

“I call her ‘the future DRE’,” Norma
said with a smile. “She’s bossy, like me!
She’s acting like me, except at nine
years old!”
Some 400 students will meet at the
parish center for religious education
classes throughout the week. This is the
last class of the season. They first gather
in the main space where they form a
large circle and pray together. Then they
process to their individual classes--13 of
the weekly classes are in English, and 19
are in Spanish.
When asked why she wanted to help
with the class, Amberly replied, “I like
taking care of the kids.”
Is it ever difficult?
“It’s only when they’re not listening to
you. Sometimes we don’t know which
kid is making noise.”
And like any typical nine-year-old girl,
she adds, “It’s mostly the boys.”
Amberly wants to continue helping teach classes in the years to come,
eventually becoming a catechist. And
one day, several years down the road,
she wants to become a doctor—a
“children’s doctor.”
Amberly is the daughter of Elizabeth
and Jose. She has two younger brothers,
Jose and Jesus. When not helping the
younger generation move toward their
First Communion, Amberly enjoys drawing and basketball.

Photos by David Myers

Is it ever difficult?
“It’s only when they’re not listening to you. Sometimes we
don’t know which kid is making noise.”
And like any typical nine-year-old girl, she adds, “It’s mostly
the boys.”
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Lilly Ann Rein
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Delivering lessons in hope, happiness to children for 42 years

Photos by David Myers

lilly Ann Rein has been a para at St. Dominic School in
Garden City for 42 years. At left, she poses with a few
of her students: (left to right) third grader Kyei Sin ta,
and sixth graders laurea ortner and Emma Davis.

By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
illy Ann Rein was so determined to be sure that St.
Dominic School in Garden City would be a right fit
for her two children that she applied to work there.
Temporarily. Two years maybe—if, by some miracle, she
was hired at all.
“I went to apply as a para [an instructor who works under
supervision of a teacher or other school staff],” she said.
“They asked me, ‘Why do you want to work here?’ I thought
I should be honest, so I said I wanted to send my kids here,
and I wanted to see how the school stacks up.”
Rein had no professional experience working with
children. She had never taught a class, never worked for
daycare, never even led a Girl Scout troop.
“I told them I’m just a stay-at-home mom.”
Someone once said that life always begins with one step
outside of your comfort zone. Rein was hired, and soon
after found herself--at nearly 40 years old--stepping into
a classroom for the first time as someone other than a
pupil. It was a challenge, to say the least.
Would she last the two years?
“I love it; it’s a great place to work,” she said from her
desk at St. Dominic School--42 years after she was hired.
“I have a good faculty. If I didn’t have a good faculty, it
would be hard. And a wonderful principal (Trina Delgado).
She’s great. Of course, LeaAnn Drevnick, our secretary
does a lot for us too.
“I like every department that I work in, but my greatest
joy is working with the students.”
Several times throughout the interview she referred to
the school kids as her second family, a family with whom
she has shared great joys, such as when a young Hispanic
mom brought in her scared little boy for his first day of
school.
“He was crying and crying. She asked me, ‘You’ll take
care of him, won’t you?’ I said, ‘Yes, he’ll be all right. We’ll
give him a little extra love.’ We praise them when they do
something good; we don’t run them down. She was so
happy. It really put her at ease.”

L

And Rein’s school family has experienced great sadness, too, such as when a third-grade boy was killed in a
farming accident.
“It was devastating,” she said. “When we’re little, we
know what death is. It hurts. He had his whole life ahead
of him.”
In 1975—the year Rein was hired as a para—Gerald
Ford was president, “Jaws” was released at theaters, and
the Vietnam War officially came to an end. At St. Dominic School, four teachers (all of whom were Sisters) and
two paras were the entire teaching staff of grades one
through six.
“My dream was that by the time I stopped working, we
would have a teacher for every grade, and a P.E. teacher,
librarian and a music teacher,” she said. “Today we have a
teacher for every grade. We have gym and music. We have
a computer lab. We have a pre-school for three-year-olds,
PreK for four- and five-year-olds, and a kindergarten. We
have really come far.
“I got so much more than I asked for,” she said with a
wide smile.
Rein was born in Liebenthal and reared in La Crosse,
where she attended the former St. Michael Catholic
School through the eighth grade. She moved to Garden
City when she married her husband, Cliff, owner of “Cliff’s
Barber Shop.” At St. Michael’s School, she had a cousin
who was a nun. From her Rein learned the importance of
not playing favorites.
“Like I told my own children, ‘You can’t call me Mom;
you have to call me Mrs. Rein (at school).’ You tend to be
a little harder on your own kids because you don’t want
them to be called a teacher’s pet.”
Rein admits that she still feels a sense of sadness at the
lack of Sisters represented at Catholic schools.
“When Sister Esther [Fiegel] O.P., said she was going
to leave St. Dominic’s, I cried, because I didn’t want her
to leave. She was a wonderful teacher, and I learned so
much from her. I said, ‘You can’t leave!’ She said, ‘You’ll
be all right, Lilly.’” Sister Esther, and another, Sister Renee
Dreiling, O.P., still send Rein Christmas cards.

“He was crying and crying. She asked me, ‘You’ll take care of him,
won’t you?’ I said, ‘Yes, he’ll be all right. We’ll give him a little extra
love.’ We praise them when they do something good; we don’t
run them down. She was so happy. It really put her at ease.”

St. Dominic’s, and other Catholic schools, continue to
maintain a strong Catholic presence:.
“We’re so lucky that we can go to Mass, speak about
God, pray together, and do loving and wonderful things
with the kids,” Rein said. “We’ve got a good set of kids.
It’s due to the parents and faculty. Otherwise I wouldn’t
be here.”
At 81, Rein seems to have an endless amount of energy,
which is surprising when you learn that she is a voracious reader, often reading until 2 a.m. before arising at
5 a.m.
“I don’t need much sleep,” she said with a smile. “I can
say I’m an early bird … and a late bird.”
As Rein heads into work each day, beloved by teacher
and student alike, she says she’s ready to keep on affecting
the lives of children “as long as the Lord will let me.”
In other words, no, this article is not about Rein retiring.
“She’s the best,” Delgado said. “She is loved by all students and staff alike. How blessed we are to have her as
a part our school. Thank God she saw us as a good fit!”

lilly Ann Rein
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Happy Mother’s Day, Mom
By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ooking through a photo album....
The first photo is of a little girl with
a 1930s bob and patent leather
shoes, sitting on the ground aside a
wooden porch, surrounded by her dolls
(including a rag doll she named “Bouncer” due to her brothers “bouncing” it off
the wall of the house).
This is my mom, a truly amazing person.
She grew up on a farm in eastern Colorado,
the youngest of 10 children. Mom was a
happy surprise to the farm couple; her father was an immigrant from Luxembourg
born not long after the end of the American
Civil War, while her mother was of German
heritage.
Her sister, Sister Margaret, was a Benedictine nun who taught school in Milwaukee, which made Mom holy by association.
Her parents were deeply devout Catholics;
when Mom mistakenly thought her first
confession was actually a rehearsal, she
came up with a batch of particularly heinous sins. It was her parents who fought
to keep their second grader from being
excommunicated.
With her 10 brothers and sisters, Mom
never wanted for company (although
knowing how siblings can be, there were
probably moments when she wished she
were an only child).
	The next photo is of Mom, around 15
years old, posing with her next oldest
brother, Ralph, saddle shoes and rolled
up jeans, a picture of the America plains
as it begins to edge toward the fifties.
Her folks weren’t rich, but found great
wealth in the gifts of each other and the
joyous farm life on the plains of Colorado. At night, they might gather around
the radio. Then Mom would tackle her
homework by lantern-light. There was no
electricity in her home; no indoor plumbing. To make a phone call, they had to go
to the church a few miles away. And they
had no internet, either. But maybe that
goes without saying.
Her sisters would play dolls with her, and
her brothers would take her horseback
riding until she learned to ride by herself.
I’m sure that sometimes it was the boys
who played dolls with her, finding joy and
laughter with their little sister.
Her only enemy was a rooster that would
chase Mom as she raced to the outhouse.
Once inside, she would hear the rooster
marching around the little building, trying
to find a way in. From this Mom developed
a lifelong fear of birds, and it’s no wonder.
The next photograph shows my mom
and dad in the late sixties, surrounded
on their couch by four kids.
Later, after she met my dad, she would
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climb onto her horse, Ranger, on which
she would gallop into town to Dad’s office
– and into his heart. They were married
in 1955, and Mom would give birth to four
children, two girls and two boys, including
me, the youngest. The first three were
relatively normal, while I was quite special.
I know this because people throughout my
life (mostly teachers) told my Mom, “He’s
a special child.”
Dad was a geophysicist, and he and
Mom moved around the country, living in
Montana, Oklahoma, and Wyoming before
settling in Colorado. When he was sent to
Africa for a two-month assignment, Mom
decided to stay put and keep the home
fires burning.
And next is a picture of Hamed and Ismael, two men from Eritrea, posing with
their second mom, smiling in my back
yard, so happy in their new home.
Later Mom and Dad would open their
hearts and their home to refugees from
war-torn Africa: Ethiopians and Eritreans,
starting with a young man who operated
Dad’s short-wave while Dad was in Africa.
One by one, African men would ask for
shelter with us—some Muslim, some
Christian--leading me to wonder how many
women in the world would open their
homes and their hearts to men from other
countries, strangers all of them? My Mom
did.
Those refugees thought of my mom as
their mom--their second mom. Eventually,
the number of African refugees in Denver
grew into the hundreds (not all of them
living with us, of course).
My wife and I attended some of their
parties, and one time someone yelled out
“Jim and Ruth Myers are here!” Several
hundred people jumped to their feet, whistling and clapping and looking all around to
see where my folks were sitting. I was so
proud of my Mom and Pop, as the Ethiopians and Eritreans were so proud of them.
The last photo shows my mom and
dad, sitting on their couch in their assisted living apartment, smiling, Mom’s
arm around her 92-year-old husband.
Mother’s Day comes just once a year,
but every day should be Mother’s Day. My
Mom and Dad helped fearful and worried
refugee men find jobs, security and safety
from harm – and fun. That’s why my Mom
and Dad were so beloved to them, and one
of the reasons they are so beloved to me.
The people of Israel and later many other
countries said of Christians, “See how they
love one another!” They were amazed.
My folks were and still are amazing. My
Mother is amazing.
Your four children and all of your Ethiopian and Eritrean children -- and their
children -- honor you Mom, and wish you
all of God’s blessings.
Happy Mothers Day Mom!
Bishop John B. Brungardt...Publisher
David Myers............................Editor
Tim Wenzl.......Advertising Manager
Daniel Stremel, CPA....Business Manager
Mrs. Margaret Klenke...Editor Emerita
Service of Editors
Msgr. A.J. Felling 1966-1971
Byron Hull   1971-1974
Margaret Klenke   1974-1990
Tim Wenzl
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Truthful News:
A cornerstone of a free society
By Most Rev. Arthur Serratelli
Bishop of Paterson, New Jersey
n 1605, Johann Carolus printed the
first weekly newspaper in Antwerp.
However, his was not the first effort
to keep the public informed. In 1556,
the government of Venice was already
publishing monthly news reports. These
reports sold for one gazetta, one of the
smallest Venetian coins of the day. Other
countries in Europe soon began publishing their own newspapers, calling them
“gazettes.”
As early as the first century before
Christ, the Romans had organized a
system for reporting the news. Each day,
they would circulate handwritten news
sheets called acta. They contained the
news about politics, wars, executions
and scandals. In every age and culture,
people are naturally curious about the
world in which they live. For this reason,
communicating information is an essential task in any society.
Journalists who report the events, people, facts and ideas of the day do more
than simply pass on information. They
educate, entertain, influence, convince
and comfort their audience. According to
Pope Francis, there are few professions
that have “so much influence on society
like that of journalism.” Journalists give
us what Pope Francis has called “the first
draft of history.”
People everywhere depend on journalists to keep them updated on what is
happening in our world. Before television, there were many daily newspapers
in the United States. Major cities had
both morning newspapers and evening
newspapers. Today, many people hear
or read the news on the internet, even
as it happens. With the technological
advances in our day, journalists have a
wider and more immediate impact on us
than in the past. Consequently, journalists need to report the news, not create
the news.
Journalists have the sober duty of
fostering dialogue and debate in a civil
manner so that the ideas can be vetted

I

and sound decisions be made for the
common good. When reporting, they are
to act objectively, not surreptitiously presenting their own personal opinions or
those of their employers. Cato the Elder’s
wise description of an orator equally
applies to the journalist. Every journalist
needs to be vir bonus dicendi peritus (an
honest person skilled in communicating).
By its very nature, communicating with
others needs grounding in truth.
Although modern technology has gifted
journalists with diverse means to report
the news and provide commentaries on
events and positions on policies, their
moral obligation to follow ethical norms
in their work does not change. The art of
communication is, by its nature, linked to
truth. The vitriol of political rhetoric and
strident partisan disagreement should
never guide the journalist’s pen.
In his 2008 Message for the 42nd
World Communications Day, Pope
Benedict XVI issued a needed call for a
new discipline of “info-ethics.” Those
in health care professions have medical ethics. Those in scientific research
dealing with life have bio-ethics. So also
those engaging in journalism should
have information ethics as a solid
foundation for their work. There will
be times when criticism is warranted.
There will be times when evil must be
denounced. Nonetheless, those who legitimately criticize others or the government or publicly denounce an evil must
always act responsibly, truthfully and
with a serious concern for the privacy of
individual persons.
When journalists, unimpeded by
external influences, share information
with a firm commitment to truth, they
help individuals of diverse cultures and
ideologies understand each other. They
enable others to make sound judgments
and responsible choices and, thereby,
promote the common good. Reporting
the news truthfully, in the words of Pope
Francis, is “a cornerstone, a fundamental element for the vitality of a free and
pluralistic society.”

Commentary
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Blessed Luigi and
Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi

(d. 1951 and  d. 1965)
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Pope Paul’s encyclical
more relevant than ever
By Tony Magliano
Catholic News Agency
ifty years ago, Blessed Pope Paul VI gave to the world
a truly prophetic encyclical letter Populorum Progressio (“The Development of Peoples”), and just days later
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his powerful speech,
“Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence.”
As kindred spirits in Christ, they both knew the grave dangers facing humanity – dangers still staring us in the face.
And they wrote and spoke with urgent appeal to a largely
blind and deaf world.
In “The Development of Peoples” Pope Paul wrote, “God
intended the earth and everything in it for the use of all
human beings and peoples. Thus, under the leadership of
justice and in the company of charity, created goods should
flow fairly to all…
“All other rights, whatever they may be, including the
rights of property and free trade, are to be subordinated to
this principle. They should in no way hinder it; in fact, they
should actively facilitate its implementation” (No. 22).
Blessed Pope Paul’s emphasis on the priority of the common good over profit, free market completion and private
ownership of production, led him to condemn these aspects
of capitalism that have “given rise to hardships, unjust practices, and fratricidal conflicts that persist to this day” (No.
26).
While that was certainly true in 1967 – 50 years ago when
Pope Paul wrote those words – it is even truer today.
According to a post at the Institute for Policy Studies (see:
http://bit.ly/2o29Inc), the money handed out last year as
bonuses on Wall Street was double the amount made by all
U.S. minimum-wage workers combined. The poorest half of
the population own 2.5 percent of American wealth, while
the top 1 percent owns 35 percent of the wealth.
And globally it’s even worse. The poorest half of the
earth’s population owns 1 percent of the earth’s wealth,
while the richest 1 percent owns 46 percent of world’s
wealth.
In response to the tremendous disparity of wealth between rich and poor, Pope Paul declared, “The superfluous goods of wealthier nations ought to be placed at the
disposal of poorer nations.” He asked world leaders to “set
aside part of their military expenditures for a world fund to
relieve the needs of impoverished peoples.”
With prophetic words Blessed Paul declared, “We cannot
approve a debilitating arms race. It is our solemn duty to
speak out against them. If only world leaders would listen to
us, before it is too late!”
Enter Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Remarkably, just 10 days after Pope Paul’s landmark
encyclical, Rev. King delivered his like-minded speech
“Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence” (see: http://bit.
ly/2nihVXe).
Dr. King lamented the U.S. war on poverty’s surrender to
the U.S. war in Vietnam. He said America would never make
the needed investments to end poverty as long as wars like
“Vietnam continued to draw men and skills and money like
some demonic, destructive suction tube.”
And to those who criticized his linking the evils of racism
and poverty with the evils of war he responded, “Have they
forgotten that my ministry is in obedience to the one who
loved his enemies so fully that he died for them? What can I
say to the Vietcong or Castro or to Mao as a faithful minister of this one? Can I threaten them with death or must I
not share with them my life?”
Good Friday lessons that lead to Easter joy, from two kindred spirits.

F
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hese two were the first married couple, nonmartyrs, who were beatified in the Church.
That date was 2001.
These were teenagers who met in Rome. They
were married on Nov. 25, 1905. Luigi became the
Assistant General in Italy, after he became a lawyer.
Maria was the most devout in this couple but she
eventually won Luigi in joining her in daily Mass.
Their home became truly a “holy home.”
Four children blessed this union, three of whom
became priests or religious. In her fourth pregnancy, Maria experienced severe complications
with only a five percent chance of survival. Maria
and daughter Enrichetta lived.
Their special mission was the care of refugees.
As a Red Cross volunteer, Maria helped restore
democratic principles to the legal system after the
long Fascist era. The devoted couple made their
family an authentic house church, open to life,
prayer, witness of the Gospel, the social apostolate,

Holy Ones of
Our Time
By Sister Irene
Hartman, OP

solidarity with the poor, and friendship.
Luigi died in 1951, and Maria died in 1965. Three
of their children were present at the beatification in
2001. Their commemoration date was assigned to
their wedding anniversary, Nov. 25.
“Drawing on the Word of God and the witness of
the saints, the blessed couple lived an ordinary life in
an extraordinary way”. (Saint Pope John Paul II)

Photo of the Week

An unexpected
guest

Photos by David Myers

A curious peacock saunters down Main
Street in Spearville Saturday, May 6, the
day of the community-wide garage sale.
At right, he pears into the Windmill
Restaurant, perhaps mesmerized by
that other peacock in the reflection, or
maybe he was waiting for the restaurant to open so he could try one of their
famous chimichangas.

Tony Magliano is an internationally syndicated social justice and peace columnist. He is available to speak at diocesan or parish gatherings about Catholic social teaching. His
keynote address, “Advancing the Kingdom of God in the 21st
Century,” has been well received by diocesan and parish
gatherings from Santa Clara, Calif. to Baltimore, Md. Tony
can be reached at tmag@zoominternet.net.
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Vibrant Ministries — Uniting Our Church

The Teen Moms Program

t is just one of many programs being served by the Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting Our Church appeal: the
Catholic Charities Teen Moms Program.
But it is a program that has given hope to a multitude of young moms over the years, teenagers who in
some cases may have otherwise chosen drastic options to deal with their unplanned pregnancy.
The Teen Moms program is at the heart of Catholic teaching -- respect for life, offering support and guidance, sharing the Good News that people who are facing difficult times are not the “least of our brothers,”
but instead are cherished children of a loving God, to be respected and valued beyond measure.
The following article is from a past issue of the Catholic. It answers the questions of what the Teen Moms
Program is, and why it is so important to offer it your support.
•

I

t’s impossible to imagine the fear.
A life unopposed, each day filled with possibilities,
a future of fun and promise, suddenly turned upside
down.
It’s impossible to imagine the anxiety and helplessness that a young girl – herself a child – feels when she
learns that she is pregnant.
It is a problem that has proven prevalent in our society, but it’s also a problem with which Catholic Charities
of Southwest Kansas’s Teen Moms program is equipped
to deal.
The Teen Moms program, which was introduced to
the Diocese of Dodge City by Catholic Charities social
worker Amy Falcon in 2000, is designed to restore the
promise, possibilities, and, not to mention, the sense of
fun into the life of a teenager who is pregnant.
Between 1980 and 1990, teen
pregnancies increased 14 percent nationally, 40 percent
in Kansas, and over 80
percent in one southwest
Kansas county alone. In
1994, the state of Kansas
had the highest teen pregnancy rates in the nation,
and four of the 28 southwest Kansas counties were
in the top six counties for
teen pregnancy. Of the 105
counties in Kansas, Ford,
Finney and Seward were
consistently among the
top five in teen pregnancy
rates per 1,000 between
the ages of 10 and 19.
Every week, September
through May, the participants
of the Teen Moms program, who
must be between ages 13 and 23,
meet with Falcon and Maria Gutierrez, program assistant, where they enjoy a meal together while taking
part in a workshop presented by a volunteer teacher.
The workshop may include lessons on everything from
parenting, to preparing their taxes, to applying for a
college, to interviewing for a job.
“Teen Moms has been a big support for me,” one of
the young moms said at a volunteer appreciation gathering held in the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
“They support you all the way. One way they support
you is that if you attend the weekly meetings, you get
‘Teen Moms bucks.’ When I don’t have any money for

•

•
diapers, I use the Teen Moms bucks and buy some diapers from the store they have in their office [in Dodge
City]. I can also buy clothes, toys, etc….
“Another way Teens Moms has helped me is to give
me a mentor. I’m really glad I have a mentor because
she has been really helpful. She has been there for me
when I needed someone to talk to. I would also like to
thank all the food providers. All the food we receive is
really good.”
“I originally signed up when I saw the flyer in the
church bulletin,” her mentor said. “As a new stay-athome mom, I was going crazy. I loved my job. I gave
it up because it was for the good of my family. … But I
had to get out of the house. …”
Having been a teacher, she felt that she had a lot to
offer the young mom. What she didn’t know was how
much she would benefit, as well.
She explained that the “girl time and talk time”
were especially valuable to her. “It benefits
both of us to be able to talk away from
school, family and work. We can just talk
and not have to worry responsibilities
and obligations.”
Like many programs, Teen
Moms is financially challenged under the current economic conditions. Volunteers are needed who
can: provide meals for the girls
during their weekly gathering;
become a mentor to a girl, providing 10 hours per month for one
year being a friend, and helping
her reach her goals; “Discovery
Workshop” teachers, sharing
knowledge about a particular skill;
and carpenter handyperson, who
can complete the floors, walls
and ceiling of the basement in the
Dodge City office.
At the tender age of 16, one past participant found
herself a new mom in a land far from her home in another state.
Like Teen Moms has for the other members, the program provided this teenager with a strong base – fostered in faith, friendship and guidance – on which she
could build her future. Two years later, she was a high
school graduate working with at-risk children.
“Teen Moms helped because I met new people,” she
said. “I got to learn more about parenting. Each week
there’s a different topic that we’re taught. If you need
anything, they help you. That’s nice to know.”
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Your place at the table
‘Plop, plop, fizz, fizz...’

R

emember some of those great, old commercial
jingles? How about, “You deserve a break today”?
Or, “Plop, plop, fizz, fizz, oh, what a relief it is”? Or
my personal favorite, “Sometimes you feel like a nut,
sometimes you don’t.”
Words to live by.
If Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas were asked
to come up with a commercial jingle, a good one might
be, “Offering help, not judgment.” Because this statement—I believe--occupies the heart and soul of their
work.
The Catholic Charities Teen Moms Program saves
lives. Sadly, Kansas is one of the abortion capitals of the
United States. (See the statistics in the article at left.)
It’s not a far stretch to guess that of the many young
moms the program has served over the years, had the
program not existed, some, in fear and desperation,
may have come to that sad decision.
Young moms come into the program shyly, wondering
if they will be judged. They learn quickly that not only
is it a place of acceptance, but it’s a place where they
will learn how to be good moms, how to better serve
their children, how to better serve themselves through
continuing education, lessons in applying for a job, etc....
They receive help, guidance, and love in the form of
the instructors and the “mentors” -- adult women who
volunteer time each week with a young mom.
One young mom went on to become an RN. Another
is an attorney.
My criticism of the program? It is only able to serve
young moms in the Dodge City region. It truly needs to
expand, but the resources simply aren’t there. Will the
success of the Appeal allow it to expand to other areas
of the diocese?
Until that time, Catholic Charities offices in Garden
City and Great Bend, as well as the office in Dodge City,
offer pregnancy counseling for expectant mothers. The
offices offer not only guidance, but resources where
pregnant woman and young moms can gain financial
help as well as supplies.
For Teen Moms and Pregnancy Counseling contact
Amy Falcon at 620-227-1590, or afalcon@catholiccharitiesswks.org.
For women who are seeking adoption services, several women are listed on Catholic Charities’ “Waiting
Families” page with additional profiles: http://catholiccharitiesswks.org/services/adoption/our-waitingfamilies. Expanding beyond Dodge City is especially
important right now as our Vibrant Ministries Appeal is
well under way. It’s important to note that the Church
offers support to those who have had an abortion.
“Help, hope, and healing in the Lord are a phone call
away,” Bishop John Brungardt said. ... “Project Rachel
Ministry or Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries bring great
forgiveness and peace.”
Visit www.projectrachel.com.
Help these programs to survive and thrive. Please
give generously to the Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting Our
Church Appeal.

to donate to the Vibrant Ministries -- uniting our Church Appeal, go to
http://www.dcdiocese.org/vibrant-ministries, or contact
Mark Roth, mroth@dcdiocese.org, 620-227-1535.

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
You give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the holy Spirit to shine through us.
loving God, fill us with the desire

to be with you in all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us.

Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.
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President Kennedy’s unfinished book

‘A Nation of Immigrants’
By ChARlEnE SCott-MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
FK was in the process of writing
his book, “A Nation of Immigrants,” when his life was stolen
from him in the terrible tragedy of his
assassination in Dallas.
The great-grandson of Irish immigrants, Kennedy never forgot his
family’s heritage, nor the trials and
tribulations they endured as immigrants to establish themselves in
a country whose inhabitants often
belittled the Irish, as they did persons
of color.
When the president visited Ireland
in June of 1963, he stood on the same
spot from which his ancestor Patrick
Kennedy had begun his journey to
America.
Attorney General Robert Kennedy and President John F. Kennedy.
“When my great-grandfather left
here to become a cooper in East
Boston, he carried nothing with him
except a strong religious faith and a
strong desire for liberty,” Kennedy
told the thousands of Irish gathered
to get a glimpse of him.
“If he hadn’t left, I would be working at the Albatross Company across
the road,” Kennedy said with a grin,
Robert F. Kennedy
relishing the roar of approval that
followed.
brother’s unfinished book.
An Irish man might be sneered at
Kennedy represented MassachuSince 1607, more than 57 million imand looked down upon, but unlike the
setts for 14 years in the House and in
migrants have migrated to the United
African American slave, “He could go
the Senate. Massachusetts had the
States. According to President Kenanywhere and do anything his talents
highest percentage of foreign nationnedy, every American who ever lived
permitted,” President Kennedy pointed
ality groups of any state. Kennedy
was “either an immigrant or a descenout.
admired and understood them. He
dant of immigrants.” Oklahoma’s Will
“And if he failed to achieve the
knew from his family’s experience that
Rogers, whose ancestors were Cherokee dream for himself, he could still retain
immigrants had changed America from
Indians, took exception to that fact,
it for his children.” (Kennedy must
a colony to a powerful leader of the
pointing out that his ancestors “were
have been thinking of his father, who
free world. He, the great-grandson
at the dock to meet the Mayflower!”
pushed his own strong ambitions onto
of immigrants, was the leader of that
(Even the Cherokee and my mother’s
his children.)
great America.
“Between a third and a half of the
“Our attitude toward immigration re- Delaware Indian ancestors had migrated
to America from Asia in the far distant
fighting men of the Revolutionary
flects our faith in the American ideal,”
past.)
Army were of Scottish or Scotch-Irish
Kennedy wrote in his book.
As President Franklin D. Roosevelt
descent,” JFK wrote in his book. “Four
“We have always believed it is posreminded a Daughters of the American
signers of the Declaration of Indepensible to rise as far as our talent and
Revolution convention, “Remember,
dence were immigrants of Irish birth.
energy allow. Neither race nor creed
remember always, that all of us, and you Many of those at Valley Forge were
nor place of birth should affect their
and I especially, are descended from im- German.
[immigrants’] chances.”
migrants and revolutionists.”
“The great doctrine ‘All men are creSpeaking before the House Judiciary
Millions of people have fled to Amerated equal,’ incorporated in the DecSub-committee on Immigration and Naica to escape persecution and death
laration of Independence by Thomas
tionality in July, 1964, Bobby Kennedy,
from leaders of the Russian Revolution,
Jefferson, was paraphrased from the
JFK’s younger brother, stated:
Hitler’s Nazi Germany, Mussolini’s Italy,
writings of Philip Mazzei, an Italian“It is my conviction that there are
and the Communist Revolution of 1956.
born patriot and pamphleteer, who
few areas of our law which more urwas a close friend of Jefferson....
gently demand reform than our present But not all Americans welcomed the
immigrants with open arms and friendli“...The Irish firmly established the
unfair system of choosing the immiCatholic Church, originally French on
grants we will allow to enter the United ness, President Kennedy noted in his
book.
this continent, as an English-speaking
States.
“Minority religious sects, from the
institution,” President Kennedy wrote
“It is a source of embarrassment to
Quakers and Shakers through the
in his book.
us around the world,” he added. “It
Catholics and Jews to the Mormons and
The period of the greatest migration
is a source of anguish to many of our
Jehovah’s Witnesses, have at various
from Europe to the United States was
own citizens with relatives abroad. It
times suffered both discrimination and
between 1830 and 1930, when Germais a source of loss to the economic and
hostility in the United States,” he wrote. ny sent six million people to the United
creative strength of our nation as a
The Irish potato famine of 1845
States – more than any other nation.
whole.”
brought my father’s ancestors to
The Christmas ritual of religious serWhat immigrants have done for
America, along with a million other Irish vices and exchanging gifts around the
America--and what America has done
in just five years. By 1850, the Irish had
Christmas tree are of German origin.
for its immigrants--“is one of the dra“The fact that today almost every
matic success stories of world history,” replaced England as the chief source of
new settlers.
large American city has its symphony
Bobby wrote in the foreword to his

J

“It is my conviction that there are few areas
of our law which more urgently demand reform
than our present unfair system of choosing the
immigrants we will allow to enter the United
States.”
--

orchestra can be traced to the influence
of the German migration,” the president wrote. “Community singing and
glee clubs owe much to the German
immigrant and his singing societies.”
Toward the end of the 19th century,
large numbers of Italians, Russians,
Poles, Czechs, Hungarians, Rumanians,
Bulgarians, Austrians and Greeks began to arrive in America. In the years
between 1820 and 1963, the countries
of Eastern and Southeastern Europe
sent more than 1.5 million immigrants
to U.S. shores. But many were turned
away in the early 1900s because they
failed a “crude puzzle test,” according
to the May 2017 Smithsonian Magazine.
In the 1960 census, New York City had
more people of Italian birth or parentage than did Rome.
Jews came to America is large numbers in the early 19th century, fleeing
persecution in Russia and later from
Nazi Germany. “Jewish immigrants
also made immense contributions to
thought: as scholars, as educators, as
scientists, as judges and lawyers, as
journalists, as literary figures,” President Kennedy wrote.
Many newcomers to American shores
were from Mexico and Puerto Rico during the 20th century, and although the
latter were U.S. citizens, “They often
received the same discriminatory treatment that was faced by other waves of
newcomers,” the president noted.
“Shall oppressed humanity find no
asylum on this globe?” he asked, not
knowing that this same question would
be repeated more than 50 years later
when many immigrants from persecuted countries were to find the door to
America slammed in their faces.
Those heartbroken immigrants who
were turned away years ago called Ellis
Island “The Island of Tears.” Ellis Island
once again is being stained and shamed
with the tears of the oppressed.
Pope Francis, it seems, is in agreement with the Kennedys, writing about
immigrants in his book “The Joy of the
Gospel.”
“I would also like to draw attention
to the tens of thousands of children
who are migrating alone, unaccompanied, to escape poverty and violence,”
the pope writes.
“This is a category of migrants from
Central America and Mexico who cross
the borders with the United States under extreme conditions in pursuit of a
hope that in most cases turns out to be
vain. They are increasing day by day.
This humanitarian emergency requires,
as a first measure, [that] these children
are welcomed and protected.”
Pope Francis also has called for “the
inclusion of the poor in society,” pointing out that “Our faith in Christ, who
became poor, and was always close to
the poor and the outcast, is the basis
of our concern for the integral development of society’s most neglected
members.”
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Southwest Kansas Catholic
Do you have an upcoming event you would like
to highlight in the Southwest Kansas Catholic? Call
(620) 227-1519 or email skregister@dcdiocese.org.
PLEASE NOTE the date and deadline for upcoming issues:
Issue Date/Deadline
May 28/May 17
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
June 11/May 31
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
July 16/July 5
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Aug. 13/July 16
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Dec. 17/Dec. 6

EVENTS
Engaged Encounter

JUNE 23-25, Friday through Sunday; Heartland Center
for Spirituality, 3600 Broadway, Great Bend. Visit: http://
www.dcdiocese.org/engaged-encounter, or contact Mike
and Lindsay Mazouch, mazouch@gmail.com, 620-7926290.
Priestly Ordinations
JUNE 3, Saturday, 10 a.m.: The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt will ordain Deacon Mark Brantley and Deacon Jacob
Schneider as priests of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City
at 10 a.m., Saturday, June 3, at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, 3231 North Fourteenth Street, Dodge City.
The public is welcome to join in celebrating the Ordination
Mass, and to share in the reception that follows.

Individuals 18 and older are being sought to volunteer
for REACH Camp (Religious Education and Activities for
the Community Handicapped). The camp does many
activities including bingo, crafts, t-shirt decorating,
swimming, canoeing, some sports, visiting the camp
store, spending a half day at the lake, and a dance.
Devotions are an important part of the camp; participants celebrate their diversity in the many different
ways there are to pray. Volunteers will help persons
with disabilities participate in activities according to
their abilities. No experience is required, only a willingness to be open to help others. There are three camps,
June 23-25, 2017, June 26-30, 2017 and June 28, 2017.
Camp Training will be June 17 and also an online training. Personal Care attendants with a camper must also
attend the June 17 training. Volunteers must be able to
pass a background check. For more information, call
Laurie and Steve Gerber 620-521-6262 or 620-521-4010.

MEN’S CONFERENCE

Aug. 12, Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in Salina: The Family Life
Office of the Catholic Diocese of Salina is taking registrations online for the 2017 Men’s Conference. This year’s
speakers will be Dr. Ray Guarendi and Father John Lager.
To register online or for more information go to www.salinadiocese.org/family-life or call 785-827-8746, Ext. 17.

UPCOMING ACTS RETREATS

ACTS is a weekend retreat patterned after the description of the early Church in the Acts of the Apostles.
Women’s Retreat dates: September 7-10
Men’s Retreat dates: November 16-19
More information and a registration form will be posted
on the website soon (www.greatbendcatholic.com).

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188
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CALENDAR of EVENTS

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

If questions, contact Paula Brozek at 620-793-8172.

June Moon Event

Make plans to attend the “June Moon Evening in the
Vineyard” event to help support St. Isidore’s Catholic
Student Center at K-State. On Sunday, June 11, 6:30-9
p.m. For more information go to ST.ISIDORES.COM, or
email EVENTS@ STISIDORES.COM, or call (785) 539-7496
x 110.

Bishop Brungardt’s Calendar
May 14-28

May 14: Vibrant Ministries Masses St. Rose Catholic
Church in Great Bend at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and Mass in Spanish at 12:30 p.m.
May 16: Presbyteral Council Meeting at the Chancery
May 17: Sacred Heart Cathedral Catholic School Graduation Mass and Reception at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic Church in Dodge City at 7 p.m.
May 18: Confirmation Mass at St. Mary Catholic Church
in Garden City at 6 p.m.
May 20: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Patrick Catholic
Church in Great Bend at 5 p.m.
May 21: Vibrant Ministries Mass at Holy Family Catholic
Church in Odin at 8 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass at St.
Patrick Catholic Church in Great Bend at 9:30 a.m.
May 23: Adult Confirmation Mass at St. Mary Catholic
Church in Garden City at 6 p.m.
May 24: Confirmation Mass at St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church in Liberal at 6 p.m.
May 26: Chancery Mass with Bishop Maralit from the
Boac Diocese, Philippines
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Junior High Youth Rally

Photos courtesy of Dave Geist

T

he theme of the Diocesan Junior High
Youth Rally was both a sign of the
times, and a sign that the times--though
increasing in electronic preoccupation- are never without the presence of the
loving Lord.
Some 150 youth and team leaders
joined at Dodge City Middle School April
23 for the rally, the theme for which was
“@ Jesus Christ”.
Organized by interim diocesan youth director, Michaela Gleason, incoming youth
director Adam Urban, and the diocesan

youth commission, the event included fun
and deeply spiritual events. Breakout sessions included topics such as “social media”
(presented by Jesse Bernal), “friendships”
(by Noelle Garcia), and “prayer” by Adam
Urban.
Concluding the event was Mass celebrated by the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt, Father Wesley Schawe, and Father
Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS.
“It was my first rally, but I think it went
well,” Gleason said. “The feedback was
positive.”

An ‘Encounter
With God’s Call’
D

Courtesy photo

odge City Seminarians Esteban Hernandez, far right, and Eric
Frieband, second from right, attended the recent “Encounter
With God’s Call” at Conception Seminary in Conception, Mo.,
where they are studying for the priesthood.
At left are Dodge City youth Vincente Perez and Octavio Osornio, who traveled to Conception Seminary with Father Ted Stoecklein, assistant vocation director, for the three-day event.
“I think it went well,” Father Stoecklein said. “The school did an
excellent job putting it on. I was asked to give one of the talks on
vocations. I was really honored.”
The most recent annual “Encounter...” was attended by some
85 young men from across a several state region, who traveled
by bus to Conception Seminary, all with the shared desire to get
closer to God.
The experience allows young men to get away, hear talks by
seminarians, pray with the monks, experience seminary life, play
sports, and enjoy time with other young men who are seeking
God’s will in their life.
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¡Gracias mamá!

E

+ John B. BRunGARDt
Obispo de Dodge City

n este Día de la Madre,
alabamos a Dios por
el regalo de nuestras
madres: mamás de nacimiento, madres adoptivas, mamás
de crianza temporal, madres
espirituales, abuelas, todas
esas mujeres especiales en
nuestras vidas.
«He aquí a tu hijo» (Juan
19,26). Encontré una vieja
foto de mi mamá sosteniéndome recién nacido, todavía
en el hospital del St. John en
Salina. Ella tiene una mirada
de alegría y maravilla al ver
el regalo de Dios para ella,
papá y nuestra familia. Ella y
papá nunca me vieron como
un diácono, un sacerdote o

un obispo aquí en esta vida,
pero ¡alguien dijo que tenían
el mejor asiento de la ciudad
para mis ordenaciones!
Nuestras madres nos dan a
todos, a sus hijos e hijas, vida,
alimento, paz, aprendizaje,
disciplina y fe. A veces les
hacemos daño por nuestra
acción o inacción, pero pedimos perdón. A veces este
pedido no es suficiente, pero
oramos por la reconciliación.
Gracias, Señor, por nuestras
madres.
«He aquí a tu madre»
(Juan 19,27). Todos tenemos
otra Madre, la Bienaventurada Virgen María. Al pie de
la cruz, Jesús la entregó al

apóstol amado, y éste a ella.
Creo que dio a Santa María
a cada uno de nosotros también. El mes de mayo es un
mes especial de devoción a la
Virgen Madre, que nos ama
a cada uno de nosotros, que
intercede por todos, que nos
lleva a su Hijo Jesús.
Cuando éramos pequeños
y en los momentos de necesidad, nos volvimos a nuestras
madres, nos sostuvimos de
sus manos. Como cada día lo
necesitamos, volvamos hacia
la Bienaventurada Virgen
María nuestra madre, y sostengamos su mano. Ella nos
dará paz y nos guiará a Jesús.
¡Gracias, Madre María!

Ella y papá nunca me vieron
como un diácono, un sacerdote o
un obispo aquí en esta vida, pero
¡alguien dijo que tenían el mejor asiento de la ciudad para mis
ordenaciones!

Seminarista, ahora ciudadano de los EE.UU.

E

l 21 de abril,v en una ceremonia
especial en Wichita, Esteban
Hernández, seminarista de la
Diócesis de Dodge City que asistió
al «Seminario de la Concepción» en
Conception, Missouri, se convirtió en
un ciudadano de pleno derecho de los
Estados Unidos.
«Para mí, la ciudadanía estadounidense significa la oportunidad para
el desarrollo y los derechos personales, pero también implica responsabilidades y compromisos», dijo por
teléfono desde el Seminario de la
Concepción.
Esteban nació en Cantón Aguacatán, Huehuetenango, Guatemala, y
se trasladó a los Estados Unidos en
2002, estableciéndose en Delaware.
Se trasladó a Dodge City a finales de
2014.
Un indígena maya / awakateco, Esteban tiene un hermano y cuatro hermanas. Sus padres son Gaspar Hernández

Rodríguez y Juana Mejía López.
«Mi familia está muy feliz y agradecida de que Dios me haya dado esta
bendición» dijo Esteban. «Doy gracias
a Dios que tengo el apoyo de ustedes».
Como tantas historias de niños y
hombres jóvenes cuyo pensamiento
se dirige al sacerdocio, Esteban fue
formado por un sacerdote, el padre
César Gomez, mientras que vivía en
Delaware.
«Me fortaleció el aprovechar esta
decisión a través de sus homilías,
carácter y disciplina», Esteban dijo
al Catholic durante una entrevista
de 2016. «Una de las cosas que más
admiro de él es su celo, es decir, cómo
transmite el mensaje del Evangelio a la
comunidad».
Fue un proceso de 15 años, que
condujo desde su primer paso a
suelo americano a la obtención de su
ciudadanía. Una vez que obtenga su
tarjeta de residencia, deberá esperar

cinco años antes de solicitar la ciudadanía.
«Algunos de los problemas que enfrentan las personas es el dominio de
la lengua y el alto costo de los abogados que llevan el caso», dijo.
Esteban es agradable, sonríe rápidamente y, cuando no está estancado
en los estudios, goza de una buena
caminata o carrera. Al instalarse en su
primer año de estudios en el seminario, él está «agradecido a Dios de
que todo vaya bien. Estoy trabajando
duro, pero hay mucho que aprender.
Realmente disfruto aprendiendo sobre
la cultura de este país. Uno de los desafíos para mí es aprender la mentalidad americana, y adaptarme al estilo
de vida americano.
«Me gustaría ser un instrumento
de Dios, si es su voluntad, servir a su
pueblo y ayudarlo en sus necesidades
de acuerdo con el plan de Dios».

Sesiones de
conscientización
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido víctima de abuso sexual por
algún clérigo, o cualquier empleado de la
Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness
Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051,
o (620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a Social Relief Services, 1-800-9224453.
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están
disponibles en ambos inglés y español.
Son conducidos por gente de nuestra
Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán
en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico
Southwest Kansas Register y la página
electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.
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Sandwich generation granny/nanny believes the surrendered life cycle
beats the vicious cycle of overeating and under exercising
By Kaye Swain
Faithwriters.com

A

s a Sandwich Generation granny/
nanny dealing with the issues of caring
for the elderly parents in the family as well as babysitting grandchildren, I am
constantly on the run. All that running around
requires a lot of energy. I’ve noticed that
when I exercise regularly and keep my weight
in my “healthy zone” I feel better and have
more energy. When it creeps up 5-10 pounds,
I slow down more, huff and puff more when
playing with the grandkids, and just don’t feel
as comfortable - even when sitting. Talk about
a “vicious cycle!”
When that happens, I cut back on the junk
food, start following one of my three favorite
healthy diets - the South Beach Diet Supercharged, the Serotonin Power Diet, or my
current favorite - the Flat Belly - MUFA foods
- diet, and proactively work at getting rid of
the extra pounds. I’d rather nip it in the bud
early than have to lose 50+ pounds!
But I actually start sooner than that - with
prayer! I am a firm believer in the power of

the surrendered life - giving myself entirely
to God, along with my family, my business,
my life, and yes, even my weight and health
issues! When that weight starts creeping up,
I start praying for wisdom, guidance, and the
will power to stop eating the wrong things,
start eating the right things, and be better
at exercising. Of course, I should be praying about that all the time - then maybe the
weight wouldn’t creep back up!
I also work hard to make sure I communicate a positive message to my grandkids when
I make changes to what I eat. I want them to
be aware that I am on a healthy diet, both
to keep my weight in a healthy range and so
that I have more energy and am a healthier
granny nanny for them. I do NOT want to set
a bad example of starving myself or taking
unhealthy pills that might lead them to follow
the wrong example. In fact, I go out of my way
to be sure they understand that so that they
don’t inadvertently get the wrong idea. I want
to be sure they stay healthy too.
As a matter of fact, these sweet grandkids
are a big help to my health. Not only does
spending time with them require me to stay
healthy, but they are actually my “personal
trainers” as we play tag, walk, or have fun
with their great Wii sports bowling and tennis games for kids and seniors whenever we
are together. Not only are those fun times
together - full of sweet family memories, they

Mexican bishops praise seniors’
‘invaluable’ contributions

M

exicali, Mexico (CNA) - The
leadership of the bishops’ conference of Mexico has praised
senior citizens for their “invaluable
contribution to the family and to society,” criticizing negative views of the
aged.
Cardinal Jose Robles Ortega, Archbishop of Guadalajara, speaking on
behalf of his fellow bishops, discussed
the role of seniors in a message for
Mexico’s Senior Citizens’ Day.
The bishops noted the “great deeds”
of older persons recounted in the
Bible, giving as examples Simeon and
Anna, and in particular Moses, who
“was already old when God entrusted
to him the mission of liberating his
people from slavery in Egypt.”
These examples, the bishops said,
demonstrate the words of the Psalmist
that “the just … shall bear fruit even in
old age.”
However, they warned that “some
nations, yielding to a mentality that
prioritizes immediate usefulness and
productivity, have come to see old age
in a negative way, even relegating and
forgetting about senior citizens.”
They lamented the “scorn and abandonment” experienced by so many
elderly, citing also poverty, exploitation, and lack of health care services
available to them.
“Human fragility, which is more apparent in old age, shows us that we all
need each other and that we mutually
enrich each other. Senior citizens need

young people and young people need
senior citizens who, as Pope Francis
has said, communicate to the family
‘that patrimony of humanity and of the
faith that is essential for all of society.’”
The bishops recommended the gift of
faith, which helps all people “to realize
that they are never alone,” that “God
is with them, giving meaning to their
lives and offering them such great and
definitive hope that makes all their efforts along the way worthwhile.”
Calling life “a pilgrimage towards our
heavenly home,” Cardinal Robles, on
behalf of the bishops, said that “old
age is the final leg of this journey.”
“Although it is normal that seniors
find this last step difficult, faith gives
them the certainty that those who
believe in Christ ‘will never die.’”
This hope, the bishops added,
“should strengthen them to continue
giving the best of themselves to others.
They have so much to give to the new
generations, with their words, their actions, their example and their prayer.
“Let us strive to build a society that
values, respects, includes, promotes
and assists the elderly,” concluded the
bishops.
“Let us recognize, thank and support
those praiseworthy initiatives that provide care for them and those that allow
them to continue to be physically,
emotionally, intellectually, spiritually
and socially active.”

are also great times to share important truths
about God as the conversation leads, not
to mention working on their Bible memory

verses for their catechism class.
We can all experience that “vicious cycle”
of poor health from too much food and too
little exercise, but the power of God and surrendering everything to Him can definitely
lead to a wonderful cycle - of good health and
healthy exercise. That’s very encouraging for
this Sandwich Generation granny/nanny - how
about you?

I am a firm
believer in
the power
of the surrendered
life - giving myself
entirely to
God, along
with my
family, my
business,
my life, and
yes, even
my weight
and health
issues!
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In the shade of a semi: harvesting wheat in Kansas
Editor’s Note: This story is presented by
Catholic Rural Life. For more information,
visit CatholicRuralLife.org.
hey sit in the shade of a semi, laughing and sharing a meal of lasagna, or
maybe casserole. It’s 104 degrees in
the Kansas sun, steadily windy. Perfect
wheat harvest weather, and they’ve
been at it for nine hours already. There’s
three more until they can call it quits for
the day.
There’s a number of them--brothers,
grandmothers, friends and neighbors.
They come together during this time
like they have for generations, lending a
hand in the field or the kitchen, driving
the combine or cooking the next meal,
because when the wheat is ready for
harvest, there’s little time to spare, and
all hands are needed to pitch in and help.
Tom Murphy is there, momentarily

T

Photo courtesy of the Kansas Ag Network

resting in that shady spot. Now retired,
he worked with agricultural manufacturers like John Deere for 30 years. Tom

and his wife live down the road from
a farm belonging to a college friend of
Tom’s. The friend passed away some 10

years ago, and the man’s sons took over
the farm. Now Tom, like others in the
community of Dorrance, Kansas, help out
where needed when the wheat is in.
Wheat, Tom explains, is sold by the
bushel. Each bushel is weighed, and
things like moisture content and foreign
debris are calculated and affect the final
price. Ideally, farmers aim for a moisture
content of 10 percent, with little foreign
debris. That’s why timing is so vital to
the wheat harvest- start cutting too soon
after a rain and not only will your combine get mired in mud, but your wheat
will be too wet. Cut wheat too dry, and
the berries will start to shrivel and throw
off your weight. Like so much else in life,
wheat thrives in that sweet spot of moderation.
Everybody runs their harvest a little
differently, Tom says. He talks of “custom cutters”- people with combines and
other harvesting equipment that start in
Minnesota and follow the wheat harvest
all the way down to Texas, cutting for
hire wherever needed. “It’s a friendly
competition,” Tom laughs, talking about
how the farm hands try to outdo each
day’s harvesting total, both in acres cut
and wheat brought to the elevators in
town for weighing.
Tom Murphy is a man passionate
about his faith and the rural way of life
he loves. Specifically, he got involved
with Catholic Rural Life because he
wanted to make sure that it represented all of agriculture. “So much of what
is seen in the food industry is built of
the hype of marketing,” Tom says. “It
loses touch with the actual process and
people involved in agriculture.” Those
people, those actual people who are
involved in farming, are held in Tom’s
high esteem. “They raise food ethically,
morally, and feed the nation. They are
people who have degrees in a number
of subjects. They represent the lion’s
share of people who are producing to
feed the world.
“All my years in Kansas, Iowa, and
Missouri, the majority of what is labeled
‘corporate farms’ are family farms that
are taken out of context,” Tom says.
“This is the cash flow to a whole lot of
Midwestern farmers. If you treat farming as a way of life, you’ll go broke. If you
treat farming as a business, you’ll have
a wonderful life. That’s how you live in
this industry. It has to be treated as an
industry.”
However, Tom realizes that in farming,
there is room at the table for a variety
of agricultural models. “What’s great
about farming is you don’t have to be all
or none. There is a place for small farms,
too,” he says. As a man of deep faith,
though, Tom ultimately turns the entirety
over to God. “Put it in God’s hands and
trust that he’ll figure it all out.”
There, under a blistering sun, sheltered
by the shade of that semi, Tom looks
around and sees acres of wheat rippling
in the wind like curtains of gold. But
that’s not all. He also sees our Catholic
faith being lived out. “The wheat harvest,” he says, “brings family and farms
and food together.”
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Greensburg Tornado – May 4, 2007

A parish rises from rubble

St. Joseph Catholic Church, two days after the May 4, 2007 tornado. Inset, left, is St. Joseph before the tornado, and at right
Photos by David Myers
is the new St. Joseph Parish

I

t seems like just yesterday. It’s hard
to believe that 10 years has passed
since Greensburg was destroyed by
a tornado. This “mining” required no
pick and shovel; only a mere “panning”
through the issues of the Southwest
Kansas Register to examine how this
historic event impacted a community
and St. Joseph Parish there.
On the evening of May 4, 2007, a
tornado 1.7 miles wide, with winds
estimated at 205 miles an hour,
destroyed 95 percent of the town of
Greensburg. The tornado was on the
ground for 22 miles. The National
Weather Service classified the tornado
as an F-5, the highest category on its
scale. Areas in or around Macksville,
Great Bend, Ellinwood, Claflin, Burdett
and Rozel also experienced damage
from this and or three other separate
tornados that same night. The super cell
killed at least 13 people, including 11
in Greensburg. At least 60 people were
injured in Greensburg alone.
St. Joseph Church lay in ruins. Only the
church bell on the grounds remained
devoid of the brick structure
surrounding it.
There was a quick response
by government, church and
community agencies in assisting
individuals and families. Among
those offering assistance were
the Knights of Columbus, Catholic
Social Service (now Catholic
Charities) and the Catholic Church
Extension Society.
Thirty members of the Knights of
Columbus canvassed Greensburg
on May 9 handing out $100
vouchers for food, clothing and
medicine to the residents who
lost their homes. The funds were made
possible by the State Knights through
their Emergency Disaster Aid Program.
Three hundred and eighty-one families
in Greensburg, and another 60 families
in the surrounding communities affected
by the May 4 storm were presented
vouchers, according to Bill Baalman,
then president of the Knights Charities
Aid Foundation.
Another example of Knights in action
was Andy Kimble, the local Grand

Mining The Archives
By tim
Wenzl
Archivist,
Catholic
Diocese
of Dodge City

Knight who proved invaluable in the
days following the storm. Kimble went
into the destroyed church and rescued
many sacred items, as well as the parish
computer. He was recognized as an
honoree at the Chrism Mass for his
leadership to the parish in the recovery
effort the following spring at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The
rubble that was once St. Joseph Church
was cleaned from the lot May 11 by a
work crew that included parishioners
from Greensburg and Sacred Heart,
Pratt and members of the Knights of
Columbus.

A week after the tornado, coverage
of the Greensburg disaster appeared
on the covers of each of the four diocesan newspapers in the state. People in
parishes throughout the diocese, state
and country made significant financial
donations. After Debbie Snapp, executive director of Catholic Social Service,
did an interview on Catholic satellite
radio, donors contributed to recovery
efforts through Catholic Charities USA.
Over the next two years, Snapp at-

tended the recovery team meetings and
Catholic Social Service distributed close
to $500,000.
“Considering the destruction
and the financial losses the
Greensburg community suffered, a half a million dollars
is not a large amount; but we
did make an impact and we did
mend lives in ways others could
not,” stated Snapp.
More donations came in from
the Catholic Church Extension
Society after the story of the
Greensburg tornado appeared
in the June/July issue of Extension Magazine that year. The
Catholic Church Extension
Society purchased a modular
building that was trucked to
the site and set up to serve as
a temporary church. Bishop
Ronald M. Gilmore and Father
Gregory Le Blanc, then pastor,
concelebrated Mass at the parish site in the temporary church
on July 1, 2007, less than two
months following the
horrific disaster.
The parish understood that
the modular building was a
temporary worship space. On May
3, 2008, the eve of the tornado
anniversary, Bishop Gilmore
approved plans to construct a
new church in Greensburg. The
project included a church, parish
center and space for religious
education. The architect was
Edward Murabito and Associates
of Wichita. The contractor
was Triple B. Construction of
Clearwater. A groundbreaking
ceremony was held on June 8, 2008.
Along with this new beginning, Bishop
Gilmore made two official appointments.
Effective July 8, 2008, Ellen Peters was
appointed Parish Life Coordinator, and
Father Robert Schremmer, V.G., while
remaining pastor of St. Andrew, Wright,
was appointed sacramental minister
and priest supervisor. The new church
was dedicated on May 3, 2009, one day
short of the two-year anniversary of the
deadly storm.

then-pastor, Father Gregory laBlanc, and
Bishop Ronald M. Gilmore stand at the ruins of
the church two days after the tornado. At left,
even as the pews were knocked over, the missals stayed. Below, Grand Knight Andy Kimble
shows one of several pieces he rescued from
the church.
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While March for Life praises healthcare vote,
bill ‘poses serious problems for vulnerable’
By Matt Hadro
atican City (CNA/EWTN News)
- The House passed a repeal
of the Affordable Care Act and
a replacement health care bill May 4,
but one bishop warned that the new
bill poses serious problems for the
vulnerable.
Bishop Frank Dewane, chair of the
domestic justice committee for the U.S.
bishops’ conference, said the legislation “still contains major defects, particularly regarding changes to Medicaid
that risk coverage and affordability for
millions.”
In a May 4 statement, he called it
“deeply disappointing that the voices
of those who will be most severely
impacted were not heeded.”
“Our health care policy must honor
all human life and dignity from conception to natural death, as well as defend
the sincerely-held moral and religious
beliefs of those who have any role in the
health care system,” Bishop Dewane
said.
The House voted to pass a bill repealing the Affordable Care Act and
replacing it with the American Health
Care Act. The bill passed narrowly, by
a vote of 217 to 213.
The American Health Care Act was
introduced in the House in March, but
ultimately failed to reach the House
Floor for a vote. It replaced the ACA’s
individual insurance mandate with a
30 percent premium fine for having a
significant gap in coverage. More tax

V

The bill “as it
now stands,
creates new
and grave
challenges
for poor and
vulnerable
people, including immigrants,”
Bishop Frank
Dewane said
April 27. “The
House must
not pass
the legislation as it is.
Members
should insist
on changes,
especially for
the sake of
those who
are struggling
in our communities.”

credits would be offered and the allowable contributions to health savings
accounts would also be expanded.
Bishop Dewane expressed serious concerns about the legislation
although he commended its pro-life
provisions. The sick and the elderly
could end up paying far more for health
care, he warned of the original AHCA
bill in March.
As the revised health care bill resurfaced recently in the House, Bishop
Dewane said that “serious flaws” still
remained, like changes to Medicaid
that eventually capped the Medicaid
expansion and a lack of conscience
protections for doctors and health care
providers.
Revisions to the bill included allowing
states to determine “essential health
benefits,” or benefits that health plans
had to include under the ACA which included hospitalizations and maternity
care.
Also, under the new bill states could
charge more per person based on their
health history, which the ACA forbade,
provided they set up high-risk pools.
Bishop Dewane warned that proposed amendments “could severely
impact many people with pre-existing
conditions while risking for others the
loss of access to various essential coverages.”
The bill “as it now stands, creates
new and grave challenges for poor
and vulnerable people, including immiContinued on Page 18

Seminarian now
a U.S. citizen

Continued from Page 1
given me this blessing,” Esteban said. “I thank God that I have
their support.”
Like so many stories of boys and young men whose thoughts
turn to the priesthood, Esteban’s were formed by a priest, Father Cesar Gomez, while living in Delaware.
“He strengthened me to take this decision through his homilies, character and discipline,” Esteban told the Catholic in a 2016
interview. “One of the things I admire most about him is his zeal,
i.e., how he transmits the Gospel message to the community.”
It was a 15-year process that led from his first step onto
American soil to the obtaining of his citizenship. Once you get
your green card, you must wait five years before applying for
citizenship.
“Some of the problems faced by people is the language proficiency and the high cost of lawyers who takes the case,” Esteban
explained.
“The process and the cost of naturalization depends on the
applicant’s case and circumstances. More than a reform of making it easier to obtain citizenship would be a reform of legalization--a migratory reform. After this it would only be a matter of
following a process to obtain citizenship.”
Last year, a Kansas attorney was disbarred after being charged
with multiple felonies for defrauding immigrants seeking citizenship by not performing services for which she had been paid
over $100,000. The risk of unscrupulous attorneys are just one
of the many mountains immigrants must climb to navigate the
United States’ immigration system.
“Remember that after Native Americans, this is a country of
immigrants. Therefore, I think we all deserve the same opportunity as those who came first, respecting and following the laws.
There should be fairness on both sides.”
Esteban speaks nearly fluent English. He is personable, quick
to smile, and, when not bogged down in studies, enjoys a good
walk or run. As he settles into his first year of seminary studies,
he is “thankful to God that everything is going well. I’m working
hard, but there is a lot to learn. I really enjoy learning about the
culture of this country. One of the challenges for me is to learn
the American mentality, and to adapt myself to the American
lifestyle.
“I would like to be an instrument of God if it is His will, to serve
his people and help them in their necessities according to God’s
plan.”
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‘El que me ve a mi ve al Padre’

¿

+ RonAlD M. GIlMoRE
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

Y a todo esto, que edad tienen? 25, 55,
75 años? Ya han recorrido la cuadra,
ya han visto mucho. Sospecho, que ya
tienen edad para saber mejor.
Sospecho, que también los Apóstoles, dos
de ellos los celebramos ayer, los Santos Felipe
y Santiago. Después de todo, Felipe fue uno
de los primeros llamados. Había estado con
Jesús por más tiempo.
Si alguien debería saber mejor, era Felipe. La Liturgia de las Horas ayer decían que
“alabaremos tu nombre por siempre jamás.”
No importa lo que les pasara a ellos, nunca
olvidarían a aquel que los creo, a aquel que los

llamo. Pero si lo hicieron, verdad, se dispersaron y corrieron cuando la Hora llego. Si
olvidaron.
Para empezar, quien sabe si alguna vez
supieron. Después de su fascinación inicial
con Jesús, después de días, y meses, y años
con él, el viejo Felipe podía decir una tontería
como esta: “Señor, muéstranos al Padre, y eso
nos basta” (Juan 14:8). Se le olvido, si es que
alguna vez supo.
“Hace tanto tiempo que estoy con ustedes,
¿y todavía no me conoces, Felipe?” (Juan
14:9). Hay frustración en las palabras de
Jesús, exasperación, cansancio, y dolor. ¿Qué

más les pudo haber enseñado a los Doce?
¿Qué más tenía que hacer para poder hacerlos
entender? “El que me ve a mi ve al Padre.”
¿Después de todo lo que he dicho, después
de todo lo que he hecho, no pueden entender
esto?
Ya tenía la edad para saber mejor. Había
estado con Jesús el tiempo suficiente para
saber mejor. Pero en la hora de la verdad, no
lo recordó, solo olvido.
Entonces, a lo mejor todavía hay esperanza
para ti y para mí.

Reina de belleza Mexicana hace un movimiento “radical” a la vida religiosa

C

iudad de México, México (CNA)
- Esmeralda Solís Gonzáles es una
joven mujer Mexicana quien fue
coronada el año pasado como una reina
de belleza en su pueblo natal y ahora ella
es una joven mexicana que fue coronada
como reina de belleza en su ciudad natal
el año pasado – y ahora ella se ha unido
a Poor Clare Missionaries of the Blessed
Sacramente ( Misioneros Pobres de Clare
del Santísimo Sacramento.
Gonzáles, la joven de veinte años de
edad ha visto su historia ir viral la semana
pasada en las redes sociales sobre un post
en la página de Facebook de Señorita
México.
Esmaralda nació el 12 de abril de 1997
en el Valle de Guadalupe, estado de Jalisco, de una familia Católica. Actualmente
reside en el convento de los Misioneros
Pobres de Clare del Santísimo Sacramento
de Cuernavaca en el estado de Morelos,
después de dejar su carrera como nutricionista.
“Realmente no sabemos cómo es la vida
religiosa hasta que estés dentro de ella.
Hasta ahora he podido ver desde otra
perspectiva lo que el mundo es y lo que
ofrece,”le dijo Esmeralda a CNA.
“Estaba muy contenta con todo lo que
tenía, pero no se compara con la felicidad
que ahora Dios pone en mi corazón”.
La joven postulante conoció a los Misione-

cias, que para siempre dejaron su huella
y que me permitieron aprender mucho de
lo que iba a venir más adelante.”
El descubrimiento de la vocación a
la que ella había sido llamada siempre
estuvo presente en su vida como una
“pequeña espina”, dijo Esmeralda.
“Me di cuenta que tenía que hacer
espacio en mi vida para saber qué era lo
que Dios había planeado para mí. En el
proceso de discernir mi vocación había
también miedo y dudas, pero el amor que
nuestro Señor estaba mostrando cada día
me hizo superar cualquier sentimiento de
desaliento, dijo.
Esmeralda dijo que ella había descubierto

que Dios estaba llamándola “para servirle
de una manera radical,” es decir, cambiar
su “vida para abrazar la Cruz de Cristo y
vivirla más de cerca”.
“He estado en la vida religiosa muy
poco tiempo, pero realmente he sido muy
feliz”, dijo.
Con el fin de descubrir su vocación, Esmeralda pasó mucho tiempo en oración y
caridad, “saber del exterior o del mundo”
que implicaría este cambio.
“El cambio es duro para la familia
porque involucra separación, pero siempre he tenido el apoyo de mis padres,
hermanos y amigos verdaderos. “Aunque
Continúa página 24

Esmeralda Solís Gonzáles
ros Pobres de Clare hace unos cinco años,
a la edad de 14, cuando su preocupación
por una vocación religiosa “era despertar”
a través de “días vocacionales, misiones y
campamentos”.
Además, recordó cómo fue apenas
un mes después de este proceso de discernimiento cuando en marzo de 2017 ella
dio su primer sí a su vocación en la fiesta
de la Anunciación.
“El tiempo de Dios es perfecto. Durante
este tiempo (de discernimiento) él me ha
permitido tener experiencias tales como
ser una reina de belleza y otras experien-

Everyone gets an estate
plan at some point,
they just might not be
around for it.

Los Gran Cincuenta Días
Por RonAlD M. GIlMoRE
Obispo Emeritus de Dodge City
n sus días en el Monterey de los
1930’s, John Steinbeck y sus amigos
se reunían con frecuencia, y muchas
veces las reuniones se convertían en “fiestas.” Duraban toda la noche, y a veces
hasta al día siguiente. Una vez de fábula, la
fiesta duro cuatro días, solo porque nadie
quería parar.
Aunque su resistencia era impresionante, claro está que no se comparan con
los cristianos de esa época, o de ninguna
época, en su celebración de la Pascua. Los
Cincuenta Días desde el Domingo de Resurrección hasta el Domingo de Pentecostés
se celebran en alegría como un gran día
festivo. Son un solo Gran Domingo, así
los llamo San Atanasio. Estos son los días
que nosotros los más lentos aprendemos
a decir “Si” a la Resurrección.
El problema es que pocos de nosotros
podemos decir “si” a algo por mucho tiempo. No podemos imaginarnos cincuenta

E

días de cualquier cosa. Llamarían “locos”
a la mayoría de las personas (me imagino
que hasta Steinbeck y sus amigos).
Muchos verían con escepticismo una
cosa así, porque nuestras fiestas y días
santos suelen a ser cosas sin sentido, como
un escritor de Liturgy Training Publications
lo dijo alguna vez. El tiempo de ﬁesta es una
invitación a borrar nuestro conocimiento,
a perderse, a olvidar.
Pero la temporada de la celebración
cristiana es lo contrario. Es un tiempo de
mayor conocimiento. Un tiempo de más
conciencia. Debería ser un tiempo de
memoria despierta.
Los Gran Cincuenta Días antes de Pentecostés no son un llamado poco realista de
“continuar con la fiesta.” Son una invitación
a explorar con más profundidad “el clima
del corazón.” Es un tiempo para despertar
a nuestra memoria hacia la presencia de
Dios y a su poder en nuestras vidas. Son
un momento de decir “Si” en una cultura
que quiere continuar diciendo “No.”
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At Davis & McCann, P.A., our attorneys
focus on estate planning and related issues
affecting our elder clients.
Our mission is to form personal, caring relationships
with our clients and their families,
and to help them develop plans
that pass on their legacy the way THEY intend.
Please contact us to learn more
about our firm and the services we offer.

Tamara
Davis,Megan
MeganL.L.McCann,
McCann,Kristina
Jessica L.
Stoppel
Tamara
L.L.Davis,
J. Crawford
107 Layton St., Suite A, Dodge City, KS 67801, Ph.: 620-225-1674
Satellite Office: 113 S. Main, Ulysses, KS
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Mr. Brown and the Store-Bought Teeth
A note about Mr. Brown,
from the editor:
When I arrived in Denver to
stay with my mom and dad over
Easter, Dad was in the midst of
experiencing severe pain in his
abdomen every three or four
minutes. The pain lasted for
about half a minute.
We all attributed it to simple
stomach problems, but when it
continued throughout the night
and into the next day, my brother
and his wife, who were visiting
from Houston, called an ambulance.
About an hour later, in the examination room of the hospital,
Dad had a heart attack.
My brother, sister and I stood
pressed against the back wall as
the medics rushed to him. I felt
myself go weak as the heart monitor showed Dad’s blood pressure
shoot up over 200 in just a few
seconds.
None of us knew it was a heart
attack; there was no CPR, no
defibrillator.
In fact, we didn’t learn as much
until an hour later, when the cardiologist told us that Dad’s heart
had released certain cardiac
enzymes that indicated he had
had a heart attack.
Where was God all this time?
There was God in Dad’s survival;
he was back home the next day.
There was God in my brother’s
decision to send Dad to the hospital the day before for stomach
pains.
There was God in Dad’s sense
of humor, which we saw again
and again in the days to follow
There was God, holding my
dad’s hand throughout the entire
ordeal. And there was God, comforting his wife and children.
Dad’s experience is a reminder
of our fragility, whether you’re
92, or a child of 5. We must celebrate life and each other every
moment we’re on earth.
As Dad’s literary creation, Mr.
Brown, says, “I’m 85 years old,
and one thing I’ve learnt over the
years is that life don’t ever have
to lack for interest. Don’t ever be
afraid to step out into the light
of day; allow yourself a good
laugh as often as you can without
rupturin’ anything; and if all else
fails, get yourself on an old country road and see where it leads.”
As a way to honor my father,
I’d like to include here a snippet
from his book, “Mr. Brown, A
Spirited Story of Friendship.” It
details the funny and poignant
life of an 85-year-old man living
in the deep south. This chapter,
called “Mr. Brown and the StoreBought Teeth” details a community concert, in which he plays the
clarinet.

By Jim Myers

A

nyways, Phil – a good fellow, Phil
– he tells the audience how we’re
going to start out with some Tchaikovsky and will then commence with a series of pops – which I only recently found
out means “popular” – tunes to round off
the concert.
Now, before we continue, you may just
be wonderin’ how an old coot like myself
who done spent his life smithin’ managed
to get hisself into a band playing nothing less than the clarinet. As I mentioned
earlier, I ain’t never claimed to be no great
musician or whatnot. The simple fact is
that I played in my high school band at the
insistence of my mama, but hadn’t picked
up a clarinet in some 50 years before
joinin’ the band some 15 years ago when
it first was put together. My mama, she
was like the earth to me. Though we didn’t
have a lot of money, she was bound and
determined that I’d get a taste for the arts,
so she saved her money sellin’ homemade
bread to buy me a clarinet.
When I blew that ol’ clarinet, well, it
was kind of like … kind of like communin’
with my dear old mama, dead these 25
years now. And even though I couldn’t
see her no more, I liked to think she was
right there in the audience at each and
every concert.
A while after the concert commenced - we’re doin’ just fine; no big flubs ’cept for
Zeke poundin’ the cymbals at the wrong
moment during “Dance of the Timber
Wolves” -- when part way through one
of the songs it called for band members
to whistle. Durin’ rehearsal I ignored this
part of the song, not being one who’s ever
been able to enjoy a good whistle, which
more often than not sounds like somethin’
what come out the other end.
But tonight, what with the audience
and the mood and all, for some reason
I saw fit that along with the rest of the
band, I would do my best to let out with
one mighty whistle.
Unfortunately, I had forgotten about my
store-bought teeth.
Young folk may not understand what
we old folks mean by store-bought teeth.
For folk of my generation who didn’t
have all that fancy dentistry when we
was young – like them fancy toothpastes
and electronic toothbrushes and whatnot
– we were often left havin’ all our teeth
replaced with dentures which we could
take right out of our mouth and clean each
and every day, and which we hoped to the
good Lord would stay inside our head with
the help of a dab of teeth glue.
It didn’t always work.
Well, seein’ as I was feelin’ mighty good,
I decided to give that whistle all I got. I
summoned up all the wind I done had
and gave a blow like I was tryin’ to put
out the Chicago fire. I forced that air out
in a stream that I’d hoped would create a
musical note soundin’ like it come from a
heavenly choir.
I imagined all the other band members turning to me in disbelief, unable to
comprehend how someone could create
something of such unearthly beauty.
That ain’t the way it turnt out.
I blew like it were the whistle at quitin’

time, like a train announcin’ its approach.
panicked.
I blew that musical whistle like the fate of
All the men – and a few of the women
the world done depended on it.
-- began looking for items to kill what
Well, instead of gettin’ accolades -- instarted out as a mouse, then become a rat,
stead of creatin’ a note like it come out
and finally was a rabid raccoon rampagin’
of heaven -- instead what happened was
through the gymnasium.
that all of a sudden Meryl the flute player
I tell you true, people were scrambling
started to hoot, holler and yell like she
everywhere! Chairs were falling over.
done been shot with a jolt of electricity.
People raced to the exits trying to get away
She jumped no less than three feet into
from what was slowly turning into some
the air, and me and Lucy and the rest of
sort of monster from the beyond.
the band and most the audience, we all
Phil tried to keep the band playing, but
just sat there mesmermeanwhile our music had
ized, watchin’ her as if
gone from soundin’ like
Phil tried to keep the
she was movin’ in slow
a dyin’ cat to a pile-up
motion, her big head of band playing, but mean- on Interstate 35. Music
while our music had
hair flying through the
stands toppled and sheet
air like a sheet as she
gone from soundin’ like music scattered everywent up and up and
where, flittin’ and floatin’
then landed back down a dyin’ cat to a pile-up
through the air like a
on Interstate 35. Muin her seat.
winter snow.
The audience, they
It was pandemonium,
sic stands toppled and
must have thought it
as they say, and yet, all
sheet music scattered
was part of the act, so
that time, good ol’ Zeke,
everywhere, flittin’ and he kept right on clanging
they broke into applause like they’d just
them cymbals in perfloatin’ through the air
seen a trapeze artist at
fect time, content that
like a winter snow.
the circus.
he weren’t going to let
Ol’ Meryl, she was
nothin’ distract him from
gaspin’ for breath and reachin’ behind her
his clangin’ as had occurred during “Dance
seat. And that’s when I noticed my denof the Timber Wolves.”
tures sitting on the open part of the seat
Finally someone saw fit to call 911, and
on the back of her chair smiling back at me about 10 minutes later the local sheriff and
like that Cheshire cat in the Alice story. I
his crew showed up, their hands on their
had blown my store-bought teeth right out gun butts, ready to commence to firin’
my head and they done bit Meryl in the
should they come upon what audience
behind.
member Larry Stein supposed might posI’ve long held that the human body is
sibly be a bear escaped from the Junction
capable of super human strength when
Zoo.
duty calls, and when I saw Meryl reachin’
Pretty soon some five or six emergency
around the chair to see what had done
medics charged through the gym doors like
bit her bottom – and knowin’ what would
the calvary come to the rescue. Outside,
happen should she find my teeth -- well,
no less than three fire engines roared into
my arm seemed to act of its own accord.
the church parking lot.
Without giving it a thought, my hand shot
It weren’t long before things began
out like an arrow and done grab my plates
to settle down, which no one was more
like my life depended on it, which, knowin’ thankful for than me, what with my storeMeryl, it did, and plugged them back in
bought teeth havin’ caused the pandemoma’ jaw before she noticed what had ocnium in the first place.
curred. It was just a blur of a motion, I tell
The medics, they took care of the
you true.
bumps and bruises; the firemen left,
The rest of the band had heard Meryl
content that they had done their job descream and knew it weren’t part of the
spite there being no fire; and the sheriff
show, so they become confused as to what and his posse went home, where you
was going on. The music they was playin’
can be sure they exaggerated the night’s
then turnt from a pops tune to something
events to their loved ones such that they
resembling a dying cat. The audience,
were no less than deserving of a statue
sensing the band’s confusion and hearin’
bein’ built in their honor for their heroic
the dyin’ cat music, realized that Meryl’s
deeds.
circus act weren’t no circus act at all, but
Well, ol’ Phil, he took to the podium and
was a reaction to something to which they told the audience – what was left of them
perhaps should be afeared, were they to
anyway – that whatever happened (and he
know exactly what it was.
ain’t sure what it was) was all over and that
Well, if you’ve lived any life at all, you
we’d finish out the concert with one last
know well that fear is the fuel what ignites tune before everyone went home.
the ugly imagination, and it didn’t take
The stars shown particularly bright that
long for someone to decide that ol’ Meryl,
night as me and Zeke walked out of the
she must have seen a mouse. That same
church, the chill of the early spring night
someone, she commenced to hollering
hurryin’ us along.
out, asking if anyone else had seen the
Once I told ol’ Zeke what done caused
little critter.
all the panic and commotion, he took to
I ain’t one to assume women to be any
laughin’ an didn’t stop even after I done
more cowardly than men – in fact my Mary dumped him off at his farm.
Louise was braver than any man I’d ever
I’ll tell you the same thing I told Zeke as
known. But truth be told, it was the girls
I dumped him off at his door that night,
in the band – and a couple of men – who
and that is that I’ll never, ever again try to
done panicked first. Then the audience
whistle through store-bought teeth.
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What the Martin family teaches us about tremendous suffering
By Cassandra Hackstock
but then entered the cloistered
Catholic News Agency
convent of Carmel in Lisieux. The
buse, terminal illness, the
family experienced more loss, ofdeath of a child, emotional
fering their daughters and sisters
torment: each an astoundto God, but losing them from their
ing difficulty in its own right. But
daily lives.
did you know that the Martin famLeonie Martin, declared a Serily – the parents and siblings of St.
vant of God in 2015, had intense
Therese of Lisiuex – experienced
trials throughout her life. She is
all of these things?
described as having a difficult
The Martins are an exceptional
temperament, and not being as
model for family life today. They
naturally talented as the rest of
include Sts. Louis and Zelie Marthe family. This caused a great
tin, St. Therese of the Child Jesus,
deal of grief to her parents and
Sister Francoise-Therese (Leonie
siblings. Leonie was also abused
Martin), and three devout reliby a servant, both physically and
gious sisters – Marie, Pauline,
emotionally, without her mother’s
and Celine, who may also one day
knowledge. She entered several
advance along the path of canonconvents numerous times, but was
ization.
rejected again and again. Despite
But while their faith in God was
her supposed lack of giftedness
strong, they experienced an inand the trauma that she suffered,
credible amount of pain, struggle,
she never gave up. She kept trying
Public Domain image
Louis and Zelie Martin
and hardship mentally and physiuntil she was accepted among the
cally. In this crucible of suffering,
Visitation nuns, and kept pursuing
this may have been an emotional healing that
choose formally between the two lives; doubttheir acceptance of God’s will led
Jesus until death. For survivors of
freed her from co-dependence and the trauma less, God wanted them for himself, and he
them to heroic virtue and saintly
abuse and trauma, and the lifelong
of loss, and freed her to live totally for Christ.
does not want me…my anguish kept mounting
lives. Their example is an exemstruggle to overcome obstacles,
He writes in his book Walking the Little Way
and mounting.”
plary one to those who suffer, as
Leonie is an incredible patron – she
of Therese of Lisieux, “Only the inner strength
She also suffered terribly from the decline of
can be seen from a closer look into knows exactly how hard that battle
of union with God would allow her to bear in
her father into an illness that may have been
their struggles.
is.
peace the distressing, lingering primary feelcerebral arteriosclerosis, according to the
Louis and Zelie Martin had
St. Therese knew trauma, too.
ings of having been abandoned, of separation
biography of Celine by Stephane-Joseph Piat,
nine children, including the five
Her mother could not nurse her,
and loss that were at the core of her excessive
O.F.M. Her father was at one time put into a
daughters mentioned above, but
so Therese went to live with a wet
neediness and sensitivity.” Christ did heal her
mental hospital. Celine was at his side through
tragically lost four of their children. nurse. She did get to see her mothand she was able to rely only on Him, instead
it all, and her unceasing faith did lead her to
Three passed away as infants, and
er from time to time, but became
of on the good opinion and approval of her
the Carmelite convent after his death. She is
one, named Helene, suddenly, at
confused by the constant meetings
family. After entering Carmel, she contracted
a model for those who question their vocaage five.
and partings. As she grew, she had
tuberculosis and suffered horribly until her
tions, who don’t understand God’s plan for
“I didn’t expect such a sudden
very sensitive feelings and was
death at age 24. Her “Little Way,” of growtheir lives, and also for caregivers who witness
end, nor did my husband. When
easily hurt. Her mother died when
ing in holiness through offering every pain or
intense pain of their loved ones.
he came home and saw his poor
she was four, and this further
sacrifice to God, and remaining as humble as
Louis, as already mentioned, lost his wife
little daughter dead, he began to
disrupted her emotional balance.
a child, caused her to be named as a Doctor of
to breast cancer. Then he began to lose his
sob, crying, ‘My little Helene! My
Although she lived a very virtuous
the Church.
daughters one by one to the cloister of Carlittle Helene!’ Then, together, we
life, she was emotionally hurt and
Celine was the last sister to enter the conmel. While he was thankful for their religious
offered her to God,” Zelie wrote in traumatized.
vent. She remained at home to take care of her vocations, he had to give his family to God as
a letter, according to the National
When she was 13, she describes
father until his death. She worried for a time
a sacrifice. He accepted God’s will even as it
Catholic Register.  
in her writings a “conversion” that
about the nature of her vocation, since she
broke his heart to lose his wife and daughters.
Christ was the center of their
took place within her soul. Acfelt a call to Carmel, but was proposed to by a
As his health declined, he suffered many menfamily life, and they doted on their cording to Joseph F. Schmidt, FSC,
good man. She wrote, “My sisters never had to tal and physical difficulties. Yet he persisted in
living children, yet suffered
holiness, offered all to God, and was
horribly from the loss of their
canonized together with his wife on
other little ones. How many
Oct. 18, 2015.
people long to have a child but
Despite the litany of struggles
cannot, or suffer from repeatand losses they endured, the Mared miscarriages, or even the
tins were a joyful and happy family.
death of their children? BuryThey accepted the pain as God’s
ing one’s heart in the suffering
will, and this acceptance allowed
Christ, as the Martin family
God to work in their hearts to purify
did, and offering pain to Him
them and make them saintly. Not
who suffered for humanity,
only will they provide help and
can be redemptive, sanctifying
intercession from heaven, their
one’s own life and the lives of
story can bring relief and accepothers.
tance to those in the world who are
Zelie contracted breast canhurt, grieving, and traumatized. St.
cer, and died of it after a 12Therese herself said that she would
year struggle. Her death broke
spend her heaven doing good on
her husband’s and daughters’
earth, and let fall a shower of roses
hearts, and changed the family
from heaven to help those who sufforever. Zelie bore the physical
fer and yet cling to God. Humanity
scourge of cancer, but also sufis blessed by the wondrous writings
fered greatly knowing full well
and example of this saintly family.
how much sorrow it would
(Cassandra Hackstock has
cause her family to lose her.
spent 11 years as an EnvironmentalShe kept true to her faith in
ist for Wayne County, Michigan and
God’s will, and died a saint for
Program Instructor for Michigan
Him.
The Martins include Sts. Louis and Zelie Martin (front), St. Therese of the Child Jesus (center), Sister State University. She is currently a
Marie and Pauline mothered
Francoise-Therese (Leonie Martin), and three devout religious sisters – Marie, Pauline, and Celine, who freelance writer while living with
the younger girls for a time,
and recovering from disability.)
may also one day advance along the path of canonization.
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William F. “Bill” Soerries, 88, of Sacred
Heart Parish, Pratt, died April 20, 2017.
He was a Master Plumber by trade. He
owned Soerries Plumbing until his health
would no longer allow. Soerries served in
the Korean War and was a member of the
Knights of Columbus. Survivors include
his wife, Mary Ann Hemphill Soerries; two
step-daughters, Kathy (Mark) Schepers and
Rae Ann Brack; two sisters, Loretta Plugge
and Mary Ann Soerries; and three brothers,
Alex J. Soerries Jr., Matthew H. Soerries and
Cecil M. Soerries.
loraine K. hammeke, 98, of Sacred Heart
Parish, Larned, died April 23, 2017. She was
a homemaker and farmer near Belpre. Survivors include four sons, Michael, Kenneth,
Thomas, and David; a daughter, Susan
Werth; a sister-in-law, Maxine Herman;
14 grandchildren; and 19 great-grandchildren.
Fred (Ray) Kincaid, 92, of Sacred Heart
Parish, Larned, died April 24, 2017. A lifetime area resident he was a custodian at
the Larned Middle School, Pawnee County
Court House and St. Rose Health Center.
He was a member of the Knights of Columbus. Survivors include: one daughter,

Sally Campbell; two step-daughters, Rena
Spanier and Mary Ann Zink; 15 grandchildren and numerous great-grandchildren.
Father Warren Stecklein presided.
Ashley Ann Reichuber, 21, of St. Joseph
Parish, Ellinwood, died April 29, 2017. She
graduated from Ellinwood High School
in 2014 where
she participated
in cross country,
track, FBLA, FFA,
and also was a
talented musician often playing
in the pep band
during sporting
events. She later
went on to earn
her Associates
Degree in Business/Agriculture
from Barton
County Community College. Ashley Ann Reichuber
Her love was the
farm; she raised and watched after her own
cattle and helped with daily chores on the
family farm. She is survived by her parents,

Help for pregnant women, or mothers
of young children, to quit smoking
Freedom From Smoking: Catholic
Charities is offering a one-on-one smoking cessation program for any woman
who is pregnant, or who has children
under the age of three. The program
uses the American Lung Association

Freedom from Smoking materials, and
any woman who completes the program
is eligible for an incentive of her choice,
including diapers, a car seat, a stroller, or
a pack and play. For more information,
call Amy Falcon at 620-227-1590.

Gerald and Sharon Reichuber; sister, Abbie
Reichuber; and grandparents, Robert and
Marjorie Thomas. Father Terrance Klein
presided.
Marilyn Jane Kaiser, 91, of Immaculate
Conception Parish, Claflin, died May 3,
2017. She was a lifetime resident of the
Bushton and Claflin area. She had
worked for the IGA Grocery Store
in Claflin, was the former activity director for Cherry Village in
Great Bend, and later retired from
Homestead Villa, in Hoisington, as
the social service director. She was
active in the Altar Society and was
a former member of the Daughters of Isabella. Survivors include
daughter, Mary Pryor; daughterin-law, Donella Zink; daughter,
Angie Clutter; son, Jon Kaiser; 19
grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren. Father Terrance Klein
presided.
Rufus l. Reese, 87, of Mary,
Queen of Peace Parish, Ulysses,
died May 3, 2017. Before his retirement,
he worked T&L Irrigation since 1961. He
is survived by his wife, Marilyn; sons, Bob
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Reese, Mike Martin, John Martin, and Rick
Reese; daughters, Joan Reese, Sandy Lane,
and LeAnn Alcala; brother, Fred Reese; 17
grandchildren, 28 great-grandchildren;
and beloved pet, Sadie Rose. Father Peter
Fernandez presided.
Agustin Bustamante, 38, of St. John the
Apostle Parish, St. John, died April 30, 2017.
The son of Genaro Bustamante Vazquez
and Vicenta Esparza Alba, he was a cowboy. Survivors include his mother, his wife,
Janica (Delgadillo) Bustamante; children,
Jalyn, Aidan, Caitlin, Genaro and Cristian;
brothers, Arturo and Genaro; sisters, Silvia,
Lourdes and Elena. Father Michael Klag
presided.

Obituary policy
Obituaries are always printed
free of charge. They must be
edited for space and SKC style. If
you find an error, or if a listing of a
friend or loved one is not included,
call (620) 227-1519, or email
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Despite pro-life provisions,
healthcare bill raises serious concerns
Continued from Page 14
grants,” he said April 27. “The House must
not pass the legislation as it is. Members
should insist on changes, especially for the
sake of those who are struggling in our
communities.”
Several pro-life leaders applauded the
bill’s passage.
“The March for Life congratulates the
U.S. House of Representatives for passing the American Healthcare Act and for
reaffirming their commitment to life,” said
Jeanne Mancini, president of the March for
Life.
Pro-life groups noted that the bill barred
federal funding of Planned Parenthood and
instead funded health care providers that
do not perform abortions.
These health care providers, said Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the Susan
B. Anthony List, “provide comprehensive
primary and preventative care to women
and girls.”
That redirection of funding would
amount to $422 million, she said. The bill
also established protections against taxpayer funding of abortions in health care
plans.

“We urge the Senate to keep these nonnegotiable provisions and quickly advance
this bill to the President’s desk,” Dannenfelser said.
The Christ Medicus Foundation (CMF)
CURO, a Catholic health care ministry,
said the new health care bill would “offer
truly affordable, patient-centered health
care.”
“This is a hugely important step, but it is
just the first step to improving health care
for all Americans, especially the vulnerable,” Louis Brown, director of CMF CURO,
said.
“The American Health Care Act begins
the process of increasing meaningful
medical access for individuals and families
across the country by returning focus to the
doctor-patient relationship.”
And, the group added, “there is much
more work to be done to protect the right
of conscience and religious freedom in
health care.”
The White House announced that the bill
provided billions in funding for vulnerable
populations, including $15 billion “for the
care of maternity, newborn, mental health,
and substance abuse.”

S�r��ture Rea��n�s
Sunday, May 14
Acts 6:1-7/ First Peter 2:4-9/John 14:1-12
Monday, May 15
Acts 14:5-18/John 14:21-26
tuesday, May 16
Acts 14:19-28/John 14:27-31
Wednesday, May 17
Acts 15:1-6/John 15:1-8
thursday, May 18
Acts 15:7-21/John 15:9-11
Friday, May 19
Acts 15:22-31/John 15:12-17
Saturday, May 20
Acts 16:1-10/John 15:18-21
Sunday, May 21
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/First Peter 3:15-18/
John 14:15-21

Monday, May 22
Acts 16:11-15/John 15:26--16:4
tuesday, May 23
Acts 16:22-34/John 16:5-11
Wednesday, May 24
Acts 17:15, 22--18:1/John 16:12-15
thursday, May 25: Ascension of the
lord - * holy Day of obligation *
Acts 1:1-11/Ephesians 1:17-23/Matthew
28:16-20
Friday, May 26; Saint Philip neri,
priest
Acts 18:9-18/John 16:20-23
Saturday, May 27
Acts 18:23-28/John 16:23-28
Sunday, May 28
Acts 1:12-14/First Peter 4:13-16/ John
17:1-11
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Along the Journey
Confirmation, First Communion celebrated
FIRST COMMUNION, HOLY TRINITY, TIMKEN

FIRST COMMUNION, ST. STANISLAUS, INGALLS
Pictured
are, front
row, Gabriel Dizmang,
Ervin Ruiz
Ramos,
Isabella
Cofer, Justin Hernandez Ibarra,
and Logan
Simon; back
row, Father
Peter Tran.

CONFIRMATION, MARY QUEEN OF PEACE, ULYSSES

CONFIRMATION, PRINCE OF PEACE, gREAT bEND

FIRST COMMUNION, St. Theresa, Dighton

Pictured
are, left to
right, back
row: Tina
Vondracek,
PRS teacher;
Father Matthew Kumi
and Father
Eric Awuah
Gyamfi.
Front row:
Travis Ross
and Wyatt
Oborny.

Pictured
are, left to
right, Logan
Kough,
Lily Beach,
Father Bernard Felix,
Reid Felker,
Dakota
Roberts.

CONFIRMATION, ST. BERNADETTE, JOHNSON

First Communion, PRINCE OF PEACE at St. Patrick, gREAT bEND

First Communion, prince OF peace, St. Rose (left) and St. Patrick (right) , both in gREAT bEND

First Communion,
Confirmation
photo policy
The SKC is happy to print First
Communion, Confirmation,
and graduation photos, free
of charge. They are printed as
they are received, and as space
allows. Please include the
names of students, if you want
them included. The page is
available in color and free for
download at www.dcdiocese.
org/skwregister.
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

DAN REED, FICF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce
(785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood,
Hoisington, Olmitz,
Russell, Claflin,
Ellsworth

DARIN REED,
FICF

TYLER MEYER,
FICF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 726-4899
(785) 259-2335 cell Kingman, Seward, ShaRansom
ron, Willowdale, St. Leo,
St. John, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa,
Greensburg

FIELD

Call George
Spinelli
for more
information
SHAUN

LINENBERGER

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce (785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley,
Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City,
Sharon Springs, St. Francis, Tribune,
Garden City

(785) 301-2676
oﬃce
(785) 623-8716 cell
Larned, La Crosse,
Olmitz

For more
information on
a career with
the Knights of
Columbus,
contact George
Spinelli at
(785) 726-4899.

DAN ORDONEZ

(620) 260-0962
Garden City, Plains,
Liberal, Ulysses,
Ingalls, Elkart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakins,
Syracuse, Satanta

Check out our website!

D.J. REBEL

(913) 687-0164
Spearville, Wright,
Dodge City, Ashland,
Ness City, Jetmore

• • • kofcinsuranceks.com
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

sacrifice and a ___
37 Pater ___
DoWn
1 Direction from Nazareth to Jerusalem
2 Funeral ___
4 Office of the pope
5 Apostles’ or Nicene
6 Companion of Daniel
7 Catholic author,
Graham ___
8 Where Samson

tEASER thE FIRSt:
Example: The words; A car - A
tree - An elephant.. they all
have trunks.

POSITION
AVAILABLE

GEORGE SPINELLI,
FICF, LUTCF, CLU

1

died
13 Commandment that
directs us to keep holy
the Lord’s Day
15 Script conclusion?
17 Most important
teaching
19 Nun’s wear
21 Certain sin
23 First word in the
title of a 19th century
encyclical
24 Former DRE

25 ___ of the Sacred
Heart
26 “…male and ___ he
created them.” (Gen
1:27)
28 St. Martha is their
patron saint
29 Catholic Oscar-winning actress of “The
Country Girl” fame
31 Animals frequently
mentioned in the Bible
33 Certain corner

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS
tEASER thE SEConD:
A phrase scramble is a group of words, all cut up and mixed up and
you need to put the phrase blocks in order to create a saying.

1. Loan - Pool - Great White
2. Clog - Pump - Flat
3. Rain - Fur - Trench
4. Silver - Tin - Nickel
5. Coffee - Oil - Air
6. Tulip - Lamp - Onion
7. Saturn - Dirty Shirt Collars
- Newleyweds
8. Date - Cook - Phone
9. Spock - Suess - Phil
10. Fire - Soda - Safe

St. SeBaStIan’S SoDUKo

Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

ACRoSS
3 The women brought
these to anoint Jesus’
body
9 Nordic Saint
10 ___ to Damascus
11 One who exercises
the public power of the
Church
12 “Do not put the Lord
your God to the ___” (Lk
4:12)
14 Jacob was afraid to
meet him.
16 Temple tree
17 “Give us this day our
___…”
18 Catholic actor of
“Cocoon” fame, Don
___
20 A biblical judge
22 An angel
24 Pope during Vatican
II
26 “So the last will be
___” (Mt 20:16)
27 First word in the
name of Parisian basilica
30 The ___ Sheep
32 God is the Supreme
Being who ___ all things
and keeps them in existence.
34 The Diocese of Phoenix is found here
35 Catholic novelist
Koontz
36 The Mass is both a

(left) to solve a Soduko, fill in
the table so that the numbers
from 1 to 9 will be in each
column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9.
Cada columna debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a
9. Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe
contener los números a partir
la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of sodukooftheday.com.
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PrIeStS on tHe PraIrIe
Died May 13, 1938

Father John Disselkamp

F

ather Disselkamp was born Aug.
4, 1854 in Herzfeld, Westphalia, Germany. He was ordained for
the Leavenworth diocese May 19,
1883. He served as assistant at the
Church of the Assumption, Topeka,
before receiving his first pastorate.
In 1884, he was appointed pastor
of the Church of the Purification at
Newman with the missions of St.
Aloysius, Meriden, and St. Cecilia,
Perryville.
He was appointed pastor of St.
Rose of Lima, Great Bend, in 1885,
and visited St. Anthony, Olmitz;
Bartondale, and several stations
in Pratt County without churches.
He became a priest in the Wichita
diocese upon its establishment in
1887.
Father Disselkamp was named
pastor at St. Anthony near Olmitz
in 1888 and remained there until
1893. During this pastorate, he

served 24 different mission communities and built St. Ann’s Church
in the town of Olmitz.
His other pastorates included:
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Windthorst, (1893-98), with missions
at St. Nicholas, Kinsley, Sts. Peter
and Paul, North Kinsley, St. Joseph,
Ford County, and St. Bernard,
Belpre; Sts. Peter and Paul, North
Ellinwood, (1898-99); St. Andrew’s,
Independence, (1899-1904); St.
John the Baptist, Spearville, (190412); and St. Anthony, Strong City,
(1912-31).
After spending a year in Emporia, he retired to Spearville and
lived there until his death on May
13, 1938 at the age of 83. Father
Vincent Smith celebrated the
funeral Mass at St. John’s Church in
Spearville. Burial was in the parish
cemetery. Bishop Schwertner gave
the absolution of the dead.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

During his pastorate at
St. Anthony southwest
of olmitz, he served
24 different mission
communities and built
St. Ann’s Church in the
town of olmitz.

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538
www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Pope Francis’ Monthly
intentions; May 2017
Christians in Africa
That Christians in Africa, in
imitation of the Merciful
Jesus, may give prophetic
witness to reconciliation,
justice, and peace.

For the latest
movie reviews,
visit
www.catholic
news.com
/movies.cfm

Help for farmers
Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538
cstein@dcdiocese.org

855-392-9333.

• Kansas Rural Family Helpline,
toll free, 866-327-6578: Provides
confidential, short-term emotional
support, advice, and qualified referrals directly to rural families struggling with an unmet emotional,
medical, financial, or legal need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation
Services, toll-free, 800-321-3276:
Helps farmers, agricultural lend-

ers and USDA agencies resolve
disputes in a confidential and
non-adversarial setting outside
the traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities
for Rural Kansans, toll free, 866271-0853: Helps farmers, ranchers,
and their families to make a transition from farming and ranching to
non-farm employment.

aDVantaGe

Page 22 April 16, 2017

SKC dates,
deadlines

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Issue date/
deadline
May 28/May 17
June 11/May 31
July 16/July 5
Aug. 13/July 16
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6
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St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
“L” TO “Z”
Q T E

I

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Q M J

V H Z

I

Y P D Z

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

T A P T O C Q G X D S M Y W U

Dates are subject to change.

Questions? Contact
Dave at skregister@
dcdiocese.org, or call
(620) 227-1519.
“It may be hard for an egg
to turn into a bird: it would
be a jolly sight harder for it
to learn to fly while remaining an egg. We are like eggs
at present. And you cannot
go on indefinitely being just
an ordinary, decent egg. We
must be hatched or go bad.”
-- C. S. lewis

O B G H N R O X A Y K Q H N C
H E P K C E H Y E U K T E M C
I

I

Z V B L H

R N B Y F U D A F A A G N O E
R A Z D N S N A T E M A P L
E C Y A E L Y
I

I

I

E Q P H O

T E D T E G

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

T

H S C G O V T

L A L R M K F V

V E D R E O O L

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

I

Visit our online catalog at:

A P N U E N S A O O R W W P T

www.idonnelly.com

X V U O E P V A Y V H S F E H
T

ANSWERS

R O H Q Z M S R

Largest
Selection of

F S E F H L D R A E B A N N

Q W U F Y S V V Y Y B W H L M
M Q R G U G R W
LO V E
MARY
NEW TESTAMENT
OUR LADY
POPE

I

S D O M V C

QUEEN OF HEAVEN
ROSARY
SUNDAY
TABERNACLE
UNIVERSAL

VATICAN
WISDOM
XAVIER
YAHWEH
ZUCCHETTO

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

S
O L
U
T E
H
D
O
G
M
P A
C
L O
X
D E
N

M
S P I
A F
A
S
P R
S T
A
H
C E
A I L Y
R
I D E O N
M
U L V I
I
S A
S
S T
A R I Z
A N
O
Y
N O

C E S
G
G
R
H
R O A D
E L A T E
Z
E
D
E S A U
D A R
N
R
A M E C H E
C
A
C H E R U B
E
I
F I R S T
C R E
U
K
O
M
M A D E
O N A
M
L
K
L
M E A L
S T E R
N
Y

SEConD:
Life is like a box of chocolates...
you never know what you’re
gonna get.
FIRSt:
1. sharks
2. shoes
3. coats
4. metals
5. filters
6. they have bulbs
7. they have rings
8. books
9. doctors
10. crackers

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

April 16, 2017

Page 23

The story of the Irish priest whose prayers could heal

D

ublin, Ireland (CNA/EWTN
News) - Father John Sullivan
was a prominent Irish Catholic
convert who was known for his healing prayers, his consolation for the
troubled, and his devotion to God.
Now he is the first ever person to
be beatified in Ireland.
The beatification took place May
14 at St. Francis Xavier Church in
Dublin, where the Jesuit priest’s body
was interred. Cardinal Angelo Amato
of the Congregations for the Causes
of Saints was involved in the ceremony. Church of Ireland leaders also
attended.
In a Feb. 18 homily at the church,
the Archbishop of Dublin Diarmuid
Martin said Father Sullivan was “a
man of learning” who was “always
aware of his responsibility to care for
those around him and especially the
poor.”
Archbishop Martin reflected on the
Gospel story of the rich young man
who asked Jesus what was needed
to attain eternal life. After telling the
man to follow the Law of Moses and
the Commandments, Jesus told him
to sell all his goods and follow him.
“John Sullivan, faced with the same
call, placed his life totally at the service of Jesus, renouncing wealth and
worldly ambition and living the simplicity of life as a Jesuit,” Archbishop
Martin said.
“His life would not just be marked
by a rejection of outward wealth, but
by a special concern for the poor and
especially for the sick and the dying.”
The priest spent much of his life
teaching at Clongowes Wood College
in Ireland’s County Kildare.
“By many accounts he was not
a great teacher but the boys loved
him,” according to Sullivan’s biography on the website of the Irish
Jesuits, written by historian Thomas
Morrisey, S.J.
He would often visit the sick, the
dying, and people who were troubled.
Even while he lived, many people
attributed their healings to his
prayers, including the nephew of Irish
Free State founder General Michael
Collins. The three-year-old boy, who
had the same name as his famous
uncle, had infantile paralysis that
bent his leg in intense pain. After
lengthy prayers with the priest, he
was healed.
Not long after Father Sullivan’s ordination, he visited the Royal Hospital
for Incurables at Donnybrook, he
visited a woman who was suffering
from lupus. The condition had begun
to affect her mind and she was being
prepared for a move to a mental hospital. Father Sullivan stayed with her
for a long time and prayed over her.
The next day she had returned to
full mental health, a state which lasted
until her death, and she was able to
re-establish disrupted friendships.
People also attributed to him a gift
for knowing the future, and a gift for

ministering to those with scruples,
obsessions or compulsions.
“When God forgives me my sins, he
buries them beneath a large stone.
It is desecration to root them up
again,” he would say in response to
such cases.
The priest was known for ascetic
practices: sleeping on the floor instead
of his bed, placing stones in his walking boots, eating the plainest food,
and sleeping for only a few hours a
night so that he could pray late into
the night and early in the day.
Father Sullivan was born in 1861 on
Dublin’s Eccles Street, not far from
the church where he is buried. He
was raised in the Protestant Church
of Ireland.
His father, Edward Sullivan, was a
successful barrister who became Lord
Chancellor of Ireland. His mother,
Elizabeth Bailey, was a devout Catholic from a prominent County Cork
family.
He attended elite Protestant
schools in Ireland before studying law
in London. For a time, he stopped going to church. His father passed away
when he was 24, providing a great
shock to him.
By the early 1890s he appeared
to have no clear religious views, but
was moved by the Confessions of
St. Augustine. He began to sit in on
religious instruction classes and read
a catechism and Butler’s Lives of the
Saints.
In 1895 the U.K. government
appointed him to a commission to
investigate widespread massacres of
Armenians in Asia Minor. He taught
English in Greece and spent time at
Mount Athos, a center of Orthodox
Christian monasticism.
He was received into Catholic
Church in 1896, at the age of 35. The
event was a surprise to his family,
and though it drew some criticism
from some Protestants, Sullivan’s
reputation was such that he was
supported by both Protestant and
Catholic friends.
He entered the Society of Jesus
four years later.
Father Sullivan died Feb. 19, 1933,
aged 71. His death prompted outpourings of appreciation and affection and his funeral turned into a
procession through the streets of
Dublin.
His vault at St. Francis Xavier
Church has served as a place of
prayer for many people, especially
those seeking healing. The monthly
Mass said for his canonization regularly draws over 200 people.
He was declared a Servant of God
in 1960 under Pope John XXIII and
declared Venerable by Pope Francis
in November 2014.
A Dublin woman’s healing from
cancer in 1954 after praying for his
intercession was recognized as Father
Sullivan’s first miracle by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in
2016.

Fr. John Sullivan in his twenties. Credit: Irish Jesuits via Flickr (CC BY 2.0).
Father John Sullivan
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Mexican beauty queen makes ‘radical’ move to religious life

M

exico City, Mexico (CNA) - Esmeralda Solís
Gonzáles is a young Mexican woman who was
crowned last year as a beauty queen in her native
town – and now she’s joined the Poor Clare Missionaries
of the Blessed Sacrament.
Twenty-year old Gonzáles has watched her story go
viral over the last week on social media over a post on
the Miss Mexico Facebook page.
Esmaralda was born April 12, 1997 in Valle de Guadalupe, Jalisco State, to a Catholic family. She currently
resides at the convent of the Poor Clare Missionaries of
the Blessed Sacrament of Cuernavaca in Morelos State,
after leaving her career as a nutritionist.
“You really don’t know what religious life is until you’re
within it. So far I have been able to see from another
perspective what the world is and what it offers you,”
Esmeralda told CNA.
“I was very happy with everything I had, but it does
not compare with the happiness that God now places in
my heart.”
The young postulant met the Poor Clare Missionaries some five years ago at 14, when her concern for a
religious vocation “was awakening” through “vocational
days, missions and camps.”
In addition, she pointed out how it was hardly a month
after this process of discernment concluded when on
March 2017 she gave her first yes to her vocation on the
Feast of the Annunciation.
“God’s timing is perfect. During this time (of discernment) he allowed me to have some experiences such
as being a beauty queen, and other experiences, which
forever left their mark and which allowed me to learn a
lot for what was to come later.”
The discovery of the vocation to which she had been
called was always present in her life like a “little thorn,”
Esmeralda said.
“I realized that I had to make room in my life to know
what it was that God had planned for me. In the process of discerning my vocation there was also fear and
doubts, but the love that Our Lord was showing every
day made me overcome any feeling of discouragement,”
she said.
Esmeralda said she had discovered that God was calling her “to serve him in a radical way,” that is, changing
her “life to embrace the cross of Christ and live it more
closely.”

Esmmeralda Solis
Gonzales, left and
center, right, when
she was crowned a
beauty queen in her
native town of Valle
de Guadalujpe, Jalisco State, Mexico, and
as a novice (middle)
with the Poor Clare
Missionaries.
Photo courtesy of
Esmeralda Gutierrez

“I have been in religious life very
little time, but I truly have been very
happy,” she said.
In order to discover her vocation,
Esmeralda spent a lot of time in
prayer and charity, “knowing from the
outside or from the world” what this
change would involve.
“Change is hard for the family because it involves detachment, but I
have always had the the support of
my parents, siblings and true friends.
Even though I could have developed
myself in some other setting, I feel

that if the Lord needs me then I can
bear fruit in a different way,” she told
CNA.
Esmeralda had a few words for
young people and said that in any
vocation they will find difficulties,
“but if you go and take God’s hand,
you’ll always be able to take the next
step.”
“In religious life every new day is a
new beginning and a new opportunity
to extend the kingdom of God. This
involves making a lot of sacrifices but
they are always rewarded with hap-

piness,” she said.
The young novice also said that it
is true that “the reality and the supposed happiness that the world sells
is very attractive” but “it is necessary
to fix your eyes on what lasts.”
“You mustn’t be afraid. If God is calling you, He’ll take care of everything.
All you need to do is receive Him with
a lot of peace, joy and confidence.
I believe fear is a big excuse that is
responsible for truncating the true
happiness that only God can offer,”
she said.

Un movimiento “radical” a la vida religiosa
De la página 15
pude haberme desarrollado por mi
misma en algún otro ámbito, siento si
el Señor me necesita entonces puedo
cosechar frutos de manera diferente,
dijo a CNA.
Esmeralda tuvo unas palabras para
los jóvenes y dijo que en cualquier
vocación se encontrarán dificultades,
“pero si vas y tomas la mano de Dios,
siempre vas a ser capaz de dar el

siguiente paso”.
“En la vida religiosa cada nuevo día
es un nuevo comienzo y una nueva
oportunidad para extender el Reino
de Dios. Se trata de hacer muchos
sacrificios, pero siempre son recompensados con felicidad”, dijo.
La joven novicia dijo también que
es cierto que “la realidad y la supuesta felicidad que el mundo vende

es muy atractiva” pero “es necesario
fijar los ojos en lo que dura”.
«No tengas miedo. Si Dios te
está llamando, Él se encargará de
todo. Todo lo que necesitas hacer
es recibirlo con mucha paz, alegría
y confianza. “Creo que el miedo es
una gran excusa que se encarga de
truncar la verdadera felicidad que
sólo Dios puede ofrecer, dijo.

