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Ordinations celebrate the
‘immense love of Jesus Christʼ

Deacon Mark Brantley, My Dear People of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City:
Deacon Jacob Schneider
ith great joy I, as your bishop, call two of our sons to be Orto be ordained priests
dained for the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City. Deacon Mark
at 10 a.m., June 3.
Brantley and Deacon Jacob Schneider will be ordained Priests on

W

Saturday, June 3, at 10 a.m. Holy Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Dodge City. You, your family, friends and guests are most
cordially invited to participate in these celebrations of the immense
love of Jesus Christ.
I am most grateful for the many prayers and sacrifices you have
made for these two men throughout their years of formation.
I encourage continued intentions for our boys and single men, our
current and future seminarians, to listen to God’s call to the diocesan
priesthood, and for the humility and courage to follow that call; and
for our families (the seedbed of vocations – Pope St. John Paul II) to
be open to God’s call of their sons to be diocesan priests. If your son
is called by God to be a priest, that will bring him the most fulfillment,
the most joy, the most peace. Moms and Dads: Isn’t that what you
desire for your sons?
In preparation for these gifts of Holy Orders, I ask you to pray for
these our brothers, Deacon Mark and Deacon Jacob. May the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit strengthen them.
Be assured of my prayers for you – God is so good!
+ Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
Bishop, Catholic Diocese of Dodge City

Deacon Jacob
Schneider

Diocese shows generosity in giving
-- Below and Page 3

www.dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic

An invitation

Deacon Mark
Brantley

T��� ��� ������ �������� ������� ����
��� ������� �� ���������, ��� ���� ����
����� �������� �� ��� l��� ���� � �����
�����. ... -- 1 Chronicles 29:9

Prayer for seminarians preparing for ordination
Jesus, Divine Pastor of all souls, with your love you have called Deacons Mark and Jacob to the
ministerial priesthood.
Be their Master as you were for the apostles; give them the gift of prayer, joy, and generosity
to serve their brothers and sisters who need your merciful love.
Do not allow them to lose the enthusiasm of having followed the call of their vocation.
And to you, Blessed Mother, we ask you to take care of them with tenderness so that their
lives can proclaim the goodness of the Lord. Amen.
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Grateful Hearts
N

ext Saturday
the Lord will
bless us with two
new priests. I ask your
prayers for Deacon Mark
Brantley and Deacon Jacob
Schneider as they prepare
this final week to receive the
Sacrament of Holy Orders. We
haven’t had two new priests
ordained in the same Holy
Mass since 2004 (Father Wesley
Schawe and Father Peter Tran).
+ Most Rev.
Let us give thanks to God!
John B. Brundgardt
Gratitude. We have much for
Bishop of the
which to be grateful. We appreciate
Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City
all God’s gifts. I appreciate your gifts
of prayer, service, hospitality, tithing and almsgiving to God’s children.
I appreciate
These gifts you offer may be to your
your gifts
family, parish, community, or to those
who haven’t the necessities of life.
of prayer,
Grateful Hearts. We have been blessed
service,
by your gifts to our Vibrant Ministries Appeal (VMA). Your generous almsgiving to hospitality,
assist Works of Mercy (including Catholic
tithing
Charities and family life), Formation (of chil- and
dren, youth, young adult, adults), and Priestly
almsgiving
Vocations (seminarian formation, active
priests, retired priests) has been an inspiration to God’s
to me. Thank you.
children.
For those who are just learning about Vibrant
Ministries, or who are still considering a gift, I ask
for your sacrifice. These three worthy goals will
assist us now, and lay a foundation for the future in
our diocese. As I preach in my VMA homily, we each
belong to five differently sized Catholic communities: the family, the parish, the diocese, the universal
Church, and Heaven and Earth. Let us prayerfully
ask the Lord how we are called to assist the Diocesan
Church in our Vibrant Ministries Appeal. Let us unite
our Church with a grateful heart, a heart loved by Jesus!

Official Appointments
The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt, Bishop of Dodge City,
announces the following assignments effective July 5,
2017:
Father Warren Stecklein, currently pastor of Sacred Heart
in Larned and St. Bernard in Belpre, is appointed pastor of
St. Dominic in Garden City.
Father Bernard Felix, currently pastor of St. Joseph in Scott
City and St. Theresa in Dighton, is appointed pastor of Sacred
Heart in Larned and St. Bernard in Belpre. Father Felix also
will provide sacramental ministry to the State Institutions
located west of Larned.
Father george Fajardo, currently parochial vicar at St.
Anthony in Liberal and St. Alphonsus in Satanta, is appointed pastor of St. Joseph in Scott City and St. Theresa in
Dighton.
Father Terrance Klein, while continuing as pastor of St.
Joseph in Ellinwood and Immaculate Conception in Claflin,
is appointed pastor of Holy Family in Odin. Sacramental
ministry to Holy Family will continue to be provided by the

priests of Prince of Peace in Great Bend.
Father Peter Fernandez, currently parochial administrator
of Mary, Queen of Peace in Ulysses, and St. Bernadette in
Johnson, is hereby appointed pastor.
Father Pascal Klein, currently parochial administrator
of Sacred Heart in Ness City and St. Aloysius in Ransom, is
hereby appointed pastor.
Father Prakash Rao Kola, MSFS, currently parochial administrator of St. Joseph in Ashland, and Holy Spirit QuasiParish in Coldwater, is hereby appointed pastor.
Father Juan Salas, while continuing as parochial vicar of
St. Mary in Garden City, is assigned assistant vocation director.
Mr. Daniel M. Stremel’s appointment as Finance Officer
of the Diocese of Dodge City was renewed for an additional
five-year term effective March 15, 2017.
By order of the
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt,
Sister Janice Grochowsky, CSJ, JCL, Chancellor

The bishop also announces
The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt also
announces:
Father Charles Mazouch, who has been on a
health leave of absence since September 2013,
was granted retirement effective January 1,
2017.
Father Reggie Urban, currently pastor of
St. Dominic in Garden City, has been granted
retirement effective July 5, 2017.
Sister Andre Kravec, OP, currently parish life
coordinator of Holy Family in Odin is resigning
for health reasons, effective July 5, 2017.
Mr. Timothy F. Wenzl, former editor of
the Southwest Kansas Register and currently
archivist for the diocese, is conferred with the
position of archivist emeritus, effective July 1,
2017
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Clergy assignments, announcements ‘Wait for the pearls...’
include 10 priests, three laity
rdinarily, we spend too much time with the string, and too

C

overing nearly 50 parishes in an
expanse as spread out as Southwest Kansas can present challenges,
especially when priests or parish life
coordinators retire. Here is a “who’s
who” listing of individuals included in
the official announcements on Page
1. Each one is effective July 5, unless
otherwise noted:
FATHER WARREN STECKLEIN, currently pastor of Sacred Heart in Larned
and St. Bernard in Belpre, is appointed
pastor of St. Dominic in Garden City. Father Warren, a native vocation of Sacred
Heart, Ness City, was ordained June 9,
1990, by Bishop Stanley G. Schlarman.
He served as parochial vicar at St. Rose
of Lima, Great Bend; St. Dominic, Garden
City, with St. Stanislaus, Ingalls; and
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge City. His
pastorates include: St. Nicholas, Kinsley;
St. Andrew, Wright; St. Patrick’s, Great
Bend; Sacred Heart, Pratt, with St.
Joseph, Greensburg; and St. Joseph,

Scott City, with St. Theresa, Dighton.
He has served in his current assignment
since 2011.
FATHER BERNARD FELIX, currently
pastor of St. Joseph in Scott City and St.
Theresa in Dighton, is appointed pastor
of Sacred Heart in Larned and St. Bernard
in Belpre. Father Felix also will provide
sacramental ministry to the state institutions located west of Larned. Father Bernard, a priest from the Diocese of Boac
in the Philippines, was ordained June 17,
1992 by Bishop Rafael M. Lim. He came
to the Diocese of Dodge City in 2005 and
previously served at Larned and Belpre
as parish administrator for five years. He
has served the parishes at Scott City and
Dighton as pastor since 2011.
FATHER GEORGE FAJARDO, currently parochial vicar at St. Anthony in
Liberal and St. Alphonsus in Satanta, is
appointed pastor of St. Joseph in Scott
Continued on Page 8

O

little time with the pearls. That’s why thick commentaries
on the Gospels so often leave us cold: too much string.
Take St. John’s “I go to prepare a place for you.” (John 14: 1-6)
Many take that to mean that Jesus has gone somewhere, to work
on something, something altogether outside of us: to remodel
a room, perhaps, to rearrange walls, to change the furniture.
They do that almost without thinking. But that cannot be right.
Instead of looking outside, we should be looking inside.
He must “go,” so that our very missing-of-him will build steadily.
He must “go,” so that our mind and heart will be stretched wide
and wider for him. He must “go,” so that our Faith will slough
off its skin, be purified, be deepened for him.
He must “go,” so that this absence will turn into the presence
of the real God, the God as he is, beyond all our sensing, thinking, and imagining, the God in himself, the God who is Love,
the God who made us for communion with him, and with those
around us.
It ends … all this building, this stretching, this purifying, and
this deepening … it ends only when he has made us as ready as
we can ever be. “We” are the place he is preparing, don’t you
see? “We” are the stuff he is removing, the disordered desires
that are keeping us from him. “We” are his hidden work within
us, this slow pearl-making that is the story of our lives.
Pearls, friends … wait for the pearls.

+ Most Rev.
Ronald M. Gilmore
Bishop of Dodge City

Another Way
“We” are the
place he is
preparing,
don’t you
see?

Diocese welcomes MSFS Provincial from India
Father Chinnappa Reddy, Provincial,
Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales
(MSFS), Visakhapatnam Province,
India recently visited the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City. Pictured left
is Father Dominic Potnuru, MSFS, of
Wichita, Bishop John B. Brungardt,
Father Reddy, Father Prakash Kola,
MSFS, pastor of St. Joseph Parish,
Ashland and parochial administrator
of Holy Spirit Quasi-Parish, Coldwater, and Father Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS, Parochial Vicar, Cathedral
of our lady of guadalupe. at far left,
Bishop Brungardt presents Father
reddy with the gift of a shawl. in the
indian tradition, the shawl is a sign of
honor you bestow upon someone.

Diocese asks for prayers for the safe return of Father Marvin Reif

T

he Catholic Diocese of Dodge
City continues to pray for the
safe return of Father Marvin
Reif, who walked away from his
residence at Valley Manor Nursing Home in Protection, Kansas
on April 3.
Father Reif was ordained by
Bishop Stanley G. Schlarman on
June 3, 1989 at Holy Family Parish in Odin.
He served at numerous parishes throughout the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City before
being removed from active duty,
and later given an extended leave

of absence for health reasons.
While serving in the diocese, he
was recognized and admired for
his zeal for spreading the Gospel
message. In his years of active
service, Father Reif built a large
contingent of friends and admirers, all of whom join in prayer for
his safe return.
Father Reif is 5’8”, weighs
265 pounds, has blond hair and
blue eyes. If you see Father Reif,
contact the Comanche County
Sheriff’s Office at (620) 582-2511,
or call 911.
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he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers
who work with children to participate in a Protecting God’s
Children awareness session. Through the Diocesan Awareness
Sessions and other educational efforts of the diocese, all people
of the diocese can learn how to discuss different aspects of abuse
-- including sexual abuse -- with children and how to teach them to
protect themselves.
For an up-to-date listings of sessions, visit www.dcdiocese.org/
safe-environment.

A memory of a ‘special angel’

Father Marvin Reif

Upcoming session
Garden City – English
Sunday, August 20, 2017; 1-4 p.m.
St. Dominic Parish Center
615 J.C. St., Garden City, KS 67846
Contact Person: Sr. Myra Arney (620)
276-3500; PGC Facilitator: Cherry Deges
(620) 338-7501

“Father Marvin was the ‘special angel’ who helped me years
ago with the readings during Father Ted Stoecklein’s ordination into the priesthood,” wrote former SW Kansas resident
Corkie Guerra in a letter to the SKC editor.
“You see, I am only 4’10” and could not for the life of me
reach the podium to see the words, much less read them for
Father Ted’s special day! Somewhere up on the altar, Father
Marvin was able to locate a small stool for me to stand on so I
could read the scriptures selected for Ted’s ordination.
“This incident was most comical indeed, and both Father
Marvin and I did our best to stifle a rip roaring laugh. My former boss was mortified at our behavior. Father Marvin and I
both thought it was absolutely hilarious!”

Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have been a victim of sexual
abuse by clergy, an employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Dodge
City, you are asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home; dsnapp3@
starrtech.net. You always have the right to directly contact the
Department for Children and Families/Kansas Protection Report
Center: Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.
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Vibrant Ministries — Uniting Our Church

Parish goals -- Where are we now?
Do you realize

that in just the last several
months the vital ministries of our Diocese have already
been enhanced by pledges and gifts of almost $6.15
million?

22 the Vibrant Ministries Appeal has reached 61% of its
$10 million goal.* This is exciting and humbling news.
And, while we are just beginning to present the Vibrant
Ministries Appeal to the 26 parishes in Wave 2, we are
already blessed by gifts totaling $689,300.
If you are a member of our Pilot or Wave 1 Parishes
and have yet to give, please do so now. Help ensure
that every parish in the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City
reaches 100% of its goal!
Realize that every gift makes a difference and your gift
will open doors you cannot imagine! God bless you.
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Your place at the table

Thank you

W

hen I was a child, I decided to take part in an
experiment. My dad and brother were working on our Lionel train set, and I decided to see
Do you realize what your gift will mean to
what would happen if I took a wire cutter to the
the young men who want to answer God’s call to the
electrical cord plugging the little power box into the
priesthood, or to those crying out in hunger and pain,
wall.
or to the teachers and catechists helping our children
I vividly recall a flash of light followed by my beunderstand and love their Catholic faith?
ing thrown into the wall. Then I remember my dad
and brother looking at me like I wasn’t wired quite
Realize that your sign of love and generosity imright.
pacts the lives of our Catholic families more than any
I remember feeling that perhaps they were right.
of us can imagine!
*At the time of publication, most pledges made durI mean, it’s true that we all are wired differently
With the 4 Pilot Phase parishes at 98% of their goals ing Wave 1 commitment weekend had not been tallied
(and not only when it comes to making decisions
and the 18 Wave 1 parishes at almost 60%, as of May into this total.
that may not be the wisest)!
We’re each wired to look at the world differently.
“Now to him who is able to accomplish far more than all we ask or imagine,
Not one of us has the same vantage point. Not one
of us has had the same experiences. We are all
by the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
unique individuals with unique perspectives.
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.” (Ephesians 3:20-21)
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Total Giving to Date:
Total Giving to Date:

$6,137,199

$6,137,199

To donate to the Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting our Church appeal, go to
www.dcdiocese.org/vibrant-ministries, or contact
Mark roth, mroth@dcdiocese.org, 620-227-1535.

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
you give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
loving god, fill us with the desire

to be with you in all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful god, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us.

Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.
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May I beg a cup of coffee?

What I learned from the opossum

T

he other night I woke up around midnight to the barking of neighborhood
dogs; I got up and peeked out my
back door. There, on my porch, was some
creature eating the food I had put out for a
visiting cat. Atop a gardening cabinet next
to the back door sat the cat, peering down
at the creature while it ate.
“What in tarnation is that?” the cat
whispered to me.
“It’s an opossum!” I realized as I focused
through the dim light.
“Sure is an ugly thing,” the cat said.
“Speak for yourself,” the opossum muttered without looking up. “You’re not
exactly a matinee idol.”
The cat looked at me, embarrassed. As
a rule, I try to avoid negative comments
about anyone. Not only does it eliminate
the possibility of embarrassment and a
guilt-trip, but it helps keep the soul from
getting grimy.
“Did you know that we’re (munch, munch)
nearly 10 times less likely to carry rabies
than dogs?” the opossum said as it ate.
“Or (munch, munch) that we’re immune
to rattlesnake venom?”
“Sorry,” the cat said. “That was rude of
me.”
“Just don’t go taking on any rattlers
(much, munch).” The marsupial continued
chewing as he looked up at the cat and saw
my face in the doorway. He swallowed a
mouthful of cat food. “Ah, good stuff,” he
said, “although I prefer Friskies.”
I was beginning to like the thing. He had
personality. I’d never really considered
the opossum. They just seem so foreign,
a totally different culture. But now that I
was talking with one, I found I’d taken an
instant liking to him. Another reason not
to judge.
“Don’t worry about it, the comment I
mean,” he said. “That’s actually one of the
nicer things people have said about me.”
“I don’t mean to be nosy, but what do
people say?” I asked.
“It’s okay. I’m pretty nosy myself. Heh. Get
it? I mean, look at this schnoz! Anyhow, I
think it’s the rat tail, our bald face and sharp
teeth. That alone is enough to freak people
out, but in addition to that, people think
we’re cowards, playing dead and all.”
“I’ve always wondered what happens
when you do that, you know, play … uh
… possum,” I said. I wondered if I’d just
insulted him. I hoped not. He seemed like
a nice guy. “You just lay down and close
your eyes?”
“Nah, we go out like a light,” he explained.
“Our bodies curl up like we just passed to
the Great Beyond. We even secrete a …
well, not while I’m eating. We wake up
about 10 minutes later. Not only is there
no more enemy, but we’ve had a good nap.
There’s really no bad side.”
The cat spoke up. “Doesn’t it embarrass
you to go all arrrrgggghhh [the cat hangs
its tongue out and pretends to fall over]
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every time you face an enemy?”
I was starting to wonder if the cat wasn’t
being a little passive-aggressive. It was
completely unwarranted. I had enough cat
food for everyone, and there was plenty of
room in Spearville for both species. It was
like the cat had a chip on its shoulder.
As another general rule, before I talk to
anyone with whom I have a beef--before
I even step out my door--I knock that chip
off my shoulder. It changes your attitude.
Suddenly you’re not confrontational, you’re
more ... conversational.
“The only time I was embarrassed was
when it happened at a party,” the opossum
said. “There was this joker, Jeff, who dressed
up like a fox and jumped out of a closet. When
I woke up, I was dressed in a tutu.
“But generally speaking, playing dead is
what keeps us alive. What would happen
if two armies advanced on each other, and
the first time there was a loud noise, everybody dropped like a bag of wet laundry?
You can’t fight a war if the armies keep
going to sleep.”
“I take your point, but isn’t that just a
little simplistic?” the cat asked. “Tolstoy
said, ‘The two most powerful warriors are
patience and time.’ If people don’t make a
conscious decision not to fight, then you can
be sure that they’ll find a way to destroy
each other or die trying.”
Wow. I was starting to feel a little intimidated.
The opossum was quiet for a moment.
After a pause, he said, “In the ‘Art of War,’
author Sun Tzu writes that ‘the supreme
art of war is to subdue the enemy without
fighting.’ The trick is how to subdue an
enemy without subjugating it.”
I thought about it for a minute. “Christ said,
‘Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you.’ It’s not about winning the
war, it’s about winning them over. Then you
don’t worry about subduing or subjugating.
America has often been called to sacrifice its
own for the liberation of others. For this we
can be very proud.”
The opossum nodded his head. The cat just
licked his paw, but I knew he was listening.
Cat’s are like that.
“Loving your enemies isn’t merely a rule
to see if you are worthy of Heaven, it’s an
instruction on how to obtain peace while
still on Earth. God would like nothing more
than for us all to be happy. The only way we
will have an enduring peace is if everyone
accepts into their heart and soul this most
simple, and yet most profound of all teachings--to love one another.”
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t’s early Sunday afternoon, and two of
the three sandwiches I brought with me
are burning a hole in my backpack.
The third one would, too, if it could. But
I secretly want to reserve it for myself.
Straight ahead of me, on the sidewalk
alongside the transit mall, I espy a man in
a motorized wheelchair. Instantly I decide
that he looks like he could use a sandwich.
I speed up my pace to catch up with
him. I am hoping he will turn left to cross
Olive Street toward Novella Cafe, a place
that’s popular with people like him. Nope,
he waits for the light to continue down
Olive.
No, wait! He turns to cross Olive in the
direction of the library. I catch up to him.
“Hello,” I say, leaning down to catch his
eye. “How are you doing today?” I ask.
“Well, I am, today. I don’t know about
the doing part.”
“It’s kind of hard, isn’t it,” I say.
“Yeah, it could be better.”
I heard this same comment a few days
ago, from someone else who lives at the
margins. They used to say, “Oh, it’s not that
bad.”
I cut to the chase. “Could you use a sandwich?”
My friend’s eyes light up.
“I have two sandwiches,” I say. “Could
you use two sandwiches? They are small,
just homemade bread, peanutbutter …”
He beams like a child, revealing an interesting arrangement of teeth.
“They’re easy to eat,” I say encouragingly
as we cross Olive. I slip off my backpack
and unzip the larger pouch. I hand him the
two sandwiches. He reaches up to receive
them.
“My name is Maria,” I say.
“My name is Mark.”
Instinctively we both reach out a hand.
For a moment I hold his bony hand in
mine.
“Mark,” I say, “can I get you a cup of coffee?”
Well, that would be great, Mark says, “to
wash down the sandwiches.”
I get him situated at a table in Novella,
and I order a coffee.
Mark could be my father—so frail, the
way I remember my father toward the
end.
Mark, I suddenly realize, could be the
old man, forty-four years ago, who climbed
four flights of stairs to the flat where I was

By Mary
Sharon Moore

Poor, Like
Jesus
living in Copenhagen. Someone else’s flat,
in midmorning, and I am there alone. I
answer the knock at the door.
I don’t know a lot of Danish, but I know
enough to understand what this old man
with bad hair and watery eyes and an oversized moth-eaten coat is asking.
“Kan jeg bede om en kop kaffe?” he asks.
Can I beg of you a cup of coffee.
Can I beg of you … a cup of coffee?
The man is pathetically disheveled,
fragile, with no place to hide his stinking
poverty.
My heart breaks. No one should have to
beg for a cup of coffee.
Still, it’s not my flat. It’s not my heirloom
silver that he might pilfer. Yet if he has
other intentions, I could easily break him
in two.
“I’m sorry,” I say in simple English. “I
don’t speak Danish.”
I feel disgusted by my feigned incomprehension.
He looks understandingly, tenderly, at
me. I cannot return his gaze.
I gently close the door. And then I
weep.
I am confronted with the unexpected.
And I respond with an excuse.
I am endlessly bombarded with invitations to do good, to be better, to step
beyond myself, to engage with grace, to
engage with the world at my door, the
world on the sidewalk in front of me, now,
on a Sunday afternoon.
Jesus, everywhere, knocking at the door
of my heart, begging a cup of coffee, grateful for a sandwich.
Jesus, today, cleverly disguised as a
brother named Mark, with bony hands, an
interesting arrangement of teeth, and an
unexpected blessing of second chances for
a sister he just met.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2017. All Rights
Reserved. Mary Sharon Moore writes and
speaks nationwide on the nature of God’s
calling in our times. Visit marysharonmoore.com.
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A message from heaven: God is the only way to peace

By Tony Magliano (CNA)
esus said to his first disciples, and
to all future disciples, “Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives do I give it to you.”
But political leaders, governments,
corporations and countless people seek
the false and fleeting peace of the world
which seduces the senses, minds and
even souls into believing that having
more stuff – including more weapons of
war, more money for war, more training for war – will bring peace. To the
contrary, this self-centered, materialistic, militaristic mentality and lifestyle
only leads to personal emptiness, tense
truces, war, and more war.
True and lasting peace, the peace our
hearts are hungry for, the peace our

J

world longs for, comes only from God. It
is the “Shalom” – the right-relationship,
serenity and harmony with the Creator,
with ourselves, with each other and
with all creation, best exemplified by
the Father’s incarnate Son – which Jesus
himself offers to us.
But the reception of God’s peace – the
very indwelling of the Holy Spirit – requires the humility, trust and openness
of a soul ready to attentively listen to
God’s word and faithfully follow in his
footsteps.
But there always exists a tension between listening to and following the Holy
One and listening to and following the
evil one. The choice is ours.
“I have set before you life and death,
the blessing and the curse. Choose life,
then, that you and your descendants may
live, by loving the Lord, your God, obeying his voice, and holding fast to him”
(Deut. 30: 19-20).
As is so much the case today, 100 years
ago so much of humanity was bent on
choosing death and the curse. Europe
and beyond was embroiled in World War
I which claimed approximately 17 million
lives and caused untold destruction.
The era surrounding 1917 was one
extreme persecution for the church.
From Mexico to France, from Portugal to
Russia the followers of Christ were under
fierce attack.
In Portugal, the newly installed athe-

“I have set
before you life
and death,
the blessing
and the curse.
Choose life,
then, that
you and your
descendants
may live, by
loving the
Lord, your
God, obeying
his voice, and
holding fast
to him.”

istic republic pillaged Catholic churches
and convents. Legislation was passed
suppressing religious orders, religious
feasts and the teaching of religion in
schools. Most bishops were exiled and
many priests were imprisoned.
But in the midst of human sin and pain,
the God of life always chooses to suffer
with his people. He always gives us the
strength and courage to persevere in
faith. And when necessary, he sends his
mother.
One hundred years ago, on May 13,
1917, near the town of Fatima in Portugal, the Blessed Mother appeared to
three children saying “Please don’t be
afraid of me…I come from heaven.” With
a rosary in her hand, she requested that
they pray and devote themselves to the
Holy Trinity. And she asked them to “say
the Rosary every day, to bring peace to
the world and an end to the war.”
The rosary is a beautiful and powerful
heavenly gift. The Marian intercessory
prayers are comforting. The mysteries
centering on the life, death, resurrection
and ascension of our Lord are awesome
to meditate upon, and can lead the soul
into a sublime contemplative experience
of our peaceful God.
In praying the rosary and other prayers
for peace we become more peaceful
persons who are more willing to spread
the peace of God – the peace the world
cannot give.

-- Deut. 30: 19-20

Celebrating Christ while ignoring Jesus

J

esus’s mission was to save us from
ourselves, to teach us how to show
compassion, to love one another. He
taught us how to separate us from ourselves
so that we can be one with his Father.
His was a mission to teach us that people
matter more than money. The want for
money starts wars. The fear of losing what
we have breeds hate, racism, and violent

paranoia.
We see it every day. It doesn’t matter
the political party. Living human beings are
devalued to promote an agenda, whether
that agenda revolves around the unborn,
immigrants, non-Christians, or the sick.
Devaluing certain groups makes it more
acceptable for us to allow ourselves to live
in willful ignorance of their plight.

Photo of the Week

Wouldn’t
ya’ know
it?
In this vintage
photo, a little
girl finds an
unwelcome
sign waiting for
her, especially
considering
her companion
trailing behind.
There’s a good
chance this is
a posed photo,
but it’s fun
nonetheless.

Public domain photo

How often do we pay lip service to Christ
while failing to dismiss the tragedy of abortion?
Or preach Christ’s teachings while, in the
recesses of our heart, we are resentful that
we have to pay more taxes to help those
who aren’t as lucky as we are?
How many of us express our love for the
Lord while wishing that people living in the
worst of circumstances around the world
solve their problems in their own country?
Do you ever look to the cross and accept
Christ’s great sacrifice, while allowing fear
to rule your day? Fear accepts Christ while
failing to acknowledge the compassion of
Jesus-made-man.
Do we turn Christ into an ethereal notion
that love reigns … as long as there’s no cost
to us? I can love my neighbor as long as my
neighbor doesn’t take too long with their
food-stamps in the check-out line at the
grocery store.
We can love our neighbor as long as their
skin isn’t darker or lighter than ours. We
love our neighbor as Jesus taught, just as

long as they’re not Muslim. Or poor. Or ...
fill in the blank.
We have a habit of sometimes dismissing
Jesus the man, the son of God who walked
the earth not just preaching, but living his
teachings each and every moment of his
life. We have to, after all. Not to ignore
Jesus’s actions while he walked the earth
would mean we can’t just pray, we have to
act. We have to serve the poor, show compassion to the guy with the sign in front of
Walmart, and act kindly toward the Muslim
couple in the grocery store. It’s not always
convenient, or easy to be kind.
Every now and then, take a few minutes
to contemplate moments in Jesus’s life.
Study the compassion he displayed as a
man while walking the earth.
Can you imagine Jesus ever placing the
value of money over that of a human being? Or turning away an immigrant? Or
being accepting of an abortion? Or, in any
way, devaluing any human being?
Neither can I.
-- Dave Myers

Memorial Day
May 29
To veterans and all those serving
in the armed forces:

Thank you for your service.
Thank you for your sacrifice.
May God bless you.

A visit back in time
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New Dead Sea Scrolls cave found
Editor’s Note: This is the first of
a series of three articles.
By Charlene Scott-Myers
Special to the Catholic
t was a dry, horribly hot day
when my companions, five
women and two men, and I
journeyed in a van years ago from
Jerusalem to the wilderness of
Judea and its Dead Sea.
As we strolled beside the salty
sea, the sands that sprayed our
sandals stung like embers of fire.
We shaded our faces from the
boiling sun as we stared at the
listless water and nearby rocky
caves, whose giant holes peered
at us like the blackest of eyes.
Those caves are famous because fragments of ancient scrolls,
stuffed in large jars, were hidden
2,000 years ago inside their dark
interiors. The huge pots contained
manuscripts of the Book of Isaiah,
older by a thousand years than any
previously known Hebrew copy of
the Old Testament.
Since the last scroll find in
1956, it was believed that only
11 caves contained the ancient
scrolls. However, on Feb. 9, 2017,
it was announced by CNN News
that Qumran Cave 12 had been
discovered by an international
team of archaeologists from Hebrew University of Jerusalem in
Israel and Liberty University in
Virginia.
A number of jars, lids, flint
blades, arrowheads, and a stamp
seal made of carnelian, a semiprecious stone from the Second
Temple period, were found hidden in niches along the walls of
Cave 12 and inside a long tunnel
at its rear.
“Although no scroll was found,
and instead we only found a piece
of parchment rolled up in a jug that
was being processed for writing,
the findings indicate beyond any
doubt that the cave contained
scrolls that were stolen,” Dr. Oren
Gutfeld said.
That recent finding included the

I

storage jars in which the scrolls
and their covering had been hidden, a leather strap for binding
scrolls, a cloth that wrapped the
scrolls, and a piece of worked
leather that was part of a scroll.
“The important discovery of
another scroll cave attests to the
fact that a lot of work remains
to be done in the Judean Desert,
and finds of huge importance still
are waiting to be discovered,”
said Israel Hasson, DirectorGeneral of the Israel Antiquities
Authority.
The first Dead Sea Scroll Cave
was found 73 years ago during
the summer of 1947, when a
young Bedouin shepherd boy,
Muhammad Adh-Dhib, climbed
up the steep crags to bring down
his goat that had wandered away.
The goat took shelter inside one
of the caves, and the boy threw a
stone into the opening to startle
the animal out. The stone made
a “plunk” sound as it pitched into

community could be
murderers.
These Jews at Qumran
may have fled Jerusalem
to escape persecution
when the Maccabean
Revolt of 168 B.C. arose.
The cruel Greek ruler
Antiochus Epiphanes
had attempted to force
a Hellenistic civilization
on the Jews.
Or, perhaps the Jews
arrived
in the desert
Photo by Charlene Scott-Myers
during the reign of John
Near the Dead Sea in Israel Hyranus (135-104 B.C.),
in the Qumran monastery, ending shortly before
Jewish monks wrote the Dead the destruction of JeSea Scrolls first discovered rusalem by Romans in
in 1947.
A.D. 70 (as foretold by
Jesus).
one of the pots.
Many
archeologists believe
Curious about
the
Essenes
wrote the first scrolls
the sound and eager
to retrieve his goat, discovered by the shepherd boy,
the boy struggled as well as the hundreds of scrolls
up the giant rocks found later in other nearby caves.
to the cave. Once The Essenes may have hid the
inside he noticed seven or eight scrolls in the caves because they
jars, some with lids, standing in feared for their lives and wanted
a row on each side of the dark to protect what they had written
cave. The scrolls inside the jars-- for future generations of righteous
discovered by a humble shepherd believers in the One God.
After decades of persecution,
boy—turned out to be priceless,
thousands
of Jews fled Roman
dating back 2,000 years.
controlled
Jerusalem,
which at
And so it all began.
one
time
had
a
population
of
Below the scroll cave, located
600,000
Jews,
according
to
Roon a plateau near the Northwest shore of the Dead Sea, my man senator and historian Tacitus.
companions and I explored the The Greek Antonius Felix was apremains of the Qumran monastic pointed procurator, and according
community of Jewish men, who to Roman historian Tacitus, Felix
many historians and archeologists indulged “in every kind of barbarity and lust.”
believe were the Essenes.
“Law and order began to break
Some people believe instead
that they were the Zealots known down all through the land,” wrote
as the Sicarii, political assassins Chaim Potok in his book “Wanderwho killed persons sympathetic ings, History of the Jews.”
Later, the second temple in
to Rome. But the Jews who lived
Jerusalem
caught fire around the
severe lives of penance and prayer
same
day
that
the first temple was
near both the Dead Sea and the
high mountain caves were deeply destroyed nearly 700 years previreligious. It’s difficult to believe ously. It was not known if the fire
that men living in the monastic was an accident or deliberately

set by the then Roman emperor
Titus.
Many thousands of Jews died in
battles with the Romans, and one
pious Jew was burned to death,
wrapped in the scrolls he had
written. So it is not surprising that
Jews fled into the wilderness, as
“The burden of Roman rule grew
intolerable,” Potok wrote.
The Qumran sect whose members lived by the Dead Sea was
led by a man called the Teacher
of Righteousness. His followers
referred to themselves as the
Children of Light (considering
their enemies the Children of
Darkness). Members of the sect
lived a strict, disciplined life and
turned away many men whom
they thought would be unable or
unworthy to live such a harsh life
of fasting and prayer.
The monks spent years patiently writing portions of scripture
onto parchment or papyrus, and
engraved onto one copper scroll.
The Dead Sea scrolls include more
than 800 documents, including
Biblical texts, hymns, and even
recipes from the Second Temple
period 530 B.C. to 70 A.D. It is
believed that these monks hid
their manuscripts in the nearby
Qumran caves.
The scrolls were written with
ink on parchment or leather. One
scroll was composed on copper,
and this scroll has been popular
through the years because it is a
“treasure map,” listing areas in
Israel where buried treasure from
the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem
was hidden. Several expeditions
to these sites have failed to turn
up any treasure.
The longest of all the scrolls,
more than 26 feet, was from
Cave 11. But fragments from one
scroll of the first five books of the
Hebrew Bible are estimated to
have originated from a 98-foot
scroll.

Public rosaries honor Fatima anniversary

These local public rosaries were among 4,121
held across the country to commemorate the
100th Anniversary of the appearance of the
Blessed Mother to three shepherd children on
May 13, 1917. (See the story on Page 6.)

ABOVE, LEFT: Faithful gathered at St. Joseph Church, Liebenthal, to pray the rosary, litany of the
Blessed Mother, and prayer intentions for the town and nation. A journal was read describing a
pilgrim’s journey to Fatima, Portugal in 1986, describing the cova, the chapel where the apparitions
occurred, and the basilica constructed nearby. Left to right: Judy Hoffman,OPA, Dana Meder,
Raymond Depperschmidt, Carolyn Thompson, Julie Huber, Rita Oborny, and Louise Dechant.

ABOVE, RIGHT: St. John the
Evangelist Parish in Hoisington, joined by members of St.
Ann Parish in Olmitz, recite a
public rosary May 13.
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On hundredth anniversary, and two days prior to canonization of Jacinta and Francisco

‘Our Lady of Fatima’ comes to Dodge City
By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
hen the three little children
finished eating their lunch
as their sheep grazed nearby the grassy hillside on which the
three sat, they quickly prayed the
rosary and began gathering rocks
to build a pretend castle.
Jacinta Marto, 7, and Francisco
Marto, 9, were brother and sister,
and Lucia dos Santos, 10, was their
cousin. Francisco would be the
builder and architect of the mighty
fortress, leaving the two girls to do
most of the gathering.
Suddenly, as they gathered their
rocks, a bright shaft of light reached
down from the sky.
“It was a Lady dressed all in white,”
Lucia recalled, “more brilliant than
the sun, shedding rays of light,
clear and stronger than a crystal
glass filled with the most sparkling
water, pierced by the burning rays
of the sun.”
“Fear not!” the Lady said, “I will
not harm you.”
“Where are you from?” the eldest
child asked.
“I am from Heaven,” the beautiful
Lady responded.

W

CANONIZATION

One hundred years to the day
that Mother Mary first appeared to
three children in Fatima, Portugal,
Jacinta and Francisco were canonized by Pope Francis May 13 at the
Vatican:
“For the honor of the Blessed
Trinity, the exaltation of the Catholic
faith and the increase of the Christian life, by the authority of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul, and our own, after
due deliberation and frequent
prayer for divine assistance, and
having sought the counsel of many
of our brother Bishops, we declare
and define Blessed Francisco Marto
and Jacinta Marto to be saints,” Pope
Francis exclaimed May 13 as the
crowd erupted in applause.

DODGE CITY

Why didn’t he canonize the third
child, Lucia?
“…Because she lived much longer,” explained Larry Maginot, the
“custodian” of the travelling “International Pilgrim Virgin Statue” of Our
Lady of Fatima in his presentation
at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Dodge
City, two days before the pope canonized Lucia’s two cousins.
Blessed Francisco and Jacinta died
two and three years—in 1919 and
1920 respectively--after Mary appeared to them. Lucia would live 85
years longer than her two cousins,
dying in 2005 at age 98.
It was a special honor for the
diocese to host the Fatima statue
on this centenary year, just two days
before the canonization. The statue
has circled the globe many times
since it was sculpted in 1947 by Jose

Thedim, based on a description by
then-Sister Lucia.
For several hours, the statue stood
in front of the altar at Sacred Heart
as rosaries were prayed in Spanish and English, and silent prayers
were said. The “custodian”, who is
charged with the care and safekeeping of the 70-year-old statue during
its travels—and the only one able
to touch the statue—carried a lifesize cardboard cutout of the three
children to the front of the church,
after which he shared a 30-minute
presentation about the event, and
the statue itself.
“I want to introduce you to my
three companions,” Maginot said,
“…to whom Mary appeared 100
years ago.”
When Mary first appeared to the
children, World War I was waging,
Maginot explained. The message
to the children was one of prayer,
penance and devotion as a means
to bring peace both in the world and
into the hearts of humanity. Mary
would appear six times to the three
children.
During each visit, Our Lady
stressed the importance of praying
the Rosary every day for peace,
and of devotion to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.
It’s not difficult to understand why
the children wanted to go to this
place of wonder called “Heaven”
from which the beautiful lady had
come. On one visit, Lucia asked Mary
if she would take them to Heaven
now.
Mary responded, “Yes, I will take
Jacinta and Francisco soon. You,
however, are to stay here a longer
time. Jesus wants to use you to
make me known and loved. He
wants to establish the devotion to
my Immaculate Heart in the world.
I promise salvation to those who
embrace it, and their souls will be
loved by God as flowers placed by
me before His throne.”
“Am I to be left here all alone?”
To Lucia—and in a sense to all
of us--Mary responded “No, my
daughter. … I will never leave you,
my Immaculate Heart will be your
refuge and the way that will lead
you to God.”
On her final appearance to the
three, on Oct. 13, 2017, thousands
of people gathered for what Mary
had professed would be a miracle “so
that all would believe”. Photos exist
of the “Miracle of the Sun,” during
which witnesses claimed that after
a period of rain, the sun suddenly
appeared as a spinning disk, casting
multicolored lights across the clouds,
landscape and all those gathered.
Jacinta and Francisco each died
of natural causes within two years,
just as Mary foretold. Lucia went on
to become a Carmelite nun, Sister
Lucia of Jesus and the Immaculate
Heart.

The traveling statue of Our Lady
of Fatima came to Dodge City
May 11. Two of the three children whom Mary communicated
with were canonized two days
later in Rome. Inset is Sister Lucia
dos Santos. Photos by David Myers

The three secrets of Fatima
The First Secret: A vision of Hell was disclosed
to the children on July 13, 1917. The children
were very thankful for the “heavenly Mother,
who had already prepared us by promising, in the
first Apparition, to take us to heaven. Otherwise,
I think we would have died of fear and terror.”
The Second Secret: The second secret was
a statement that World War I would end, but
that another war would start during the reign

of Pope Pius XI, should people continue offending God.
The Third Secret: One description of the third
secret comes from Pope Benedict XVI: The secret
contains “a radical call to conversion, the absolute gravity of history, the dangers threatening
the Faith and the life of a Christian, and therefore
the world. And also the importance of the last
times.”
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An example of courage

Marine cites bravery of his parents for giving him a better life
By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
n 1995, a young, pregnant mother
of an infant boy vowed that she
would make a better life for her son
than was possible in the tiny village
in which she and her husband, Jorge,
lived in Mexico.
“I wanted him to have a better education, a better future,” Martha Herrera told the then-Southwest Kansas
Register in 2005.
“She was incredibly brave,” said her
eldest son, Jorge Jr., who spoke to the
Southwest Kansas Catholic May 15 at
a restaurant in Garden City, the town
in which he was reared.
Jorge, Jr., who was in the fifth grade
when the Register visited with the
family in 2005, is now married to Ivett;
the two are parents of a little boy,
Jayden, 4.
“I remember that I told you that I
wanted to be a Marine some day,”
Jorge said with a broad smile.
In 2005, Jorge’s parents were working diligently to obtain their citizenship prior to their son’s 18th birthday.
If they could accomplish this feat,
Jorge, Jr. would automatically receive
his citizenship upon his birthday.
“They studied really hard and
passed the exams,” he said with a
proud smile. “That allowed me to
enter the Marines. I served at Camp
Pendleton for three years.”
As a Marine, Jorge knows bravery.
And he can see it clearly in his parents-honest, hard-working people who
were forced into action for the survival
of their family.
Challenges abounded when they
made their journey across the border.
When Jorge’s father was caught and
returned to Mexico, Martha and her
infant son and unborn child marched
for an entire day through the desert
of southwest California.
They were fearful of the language

I

barrier, of discrimination, and of the
physical dangers. So-called “Coyotes”
charged hundreds of dollars at the
time, and today charge thousands
of dollars to get people across the
border, only to steal their money or
leave them to fend for themselves,
lost and alone in the desert.
“I suffered very much,” Martha said
softly back in 2005.
A reported 20 undocumented
workers per month die while crossing from Mexico to the United
States, from drowning, dehydration, accidents or physical attacks.
According to the U.S. Border Patrol,
from 1998-2004, 1,954 migrants
died crossing the border.
As a Marine, Jorge is concerned
about border protection. As an immigrant, he’s also concerned about
“people who are just living their everyday lives, working hard, and
getting warrants for their
arrest. I can
understand it
when they’ve
committed
a crime, sold
drugs, but not
when they’re
just working
hard to support their families”.
Jorge is currently working in construction, but plans to eventually join
the police force. He hopes either to go
into detective work, or to join a SWAT
team.
His experience will be invaluable. He
knows the heartache of the undocumented immigrant simply searching
for a better life. And having served
in the Marine Corps, he is passionate
about stopping crime.
“People here are supposed to give
the United States a good name,” he
said, “like my family.”

Clergy assignments, announcements
City and St. Theresa in Dighton. Father George, a priest from
the Diocese of Sorsogon in the Philippines, was ordained Sept.
12, 1992 by Bishop Jesus Yu Varela.
Father Terrance Klein, while continuing as pastor of St.
Joseph in Ellinwood and Immaculate Conception in Claflin, is
appointed pastor of Holy Family in Odin. Sacramental ministry
to Holy Family will continue to be provided by the priests of
Prince of Peace in Great Bend. Father Klein was ordained July
14, 1984, by Bishop Schlarman at St. Joseph Church, Ellinwood.
Father Klein is a former member of the faculty at the Pontifical
College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio. Since 2013, his assignments have included St. Dominic, Garden City, and Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. He has served the Ellinwood and Claflin
parishes since 2015.
Father Peter Fernandez, currently parochial administrator
of Mary, Queen of Peace in Ulysses, and St. Bernadette in Johnson, is hereby appointed pastor. Father Peter is a priest from the
Diocese of Boac. He was ordained July 13, 1995 by Bishop Rafael
M. Lim. He came to the Diocese of Dodge City in 2009 and has
served in the following parishes: Prince of Peace, Great Bend;
and St. Dominic, Garden City and St. Stanislaus, Ingalls. He has
served the parishes in Ulysses and Johnson since 2012.
Father Pascal Klein, currently parochial administrator of
Sacred Heart in Ness City and St. Aloysius in Ransom, is hereby
appointed pastor. Father Klein was ordained May 23, 1987, by

ABOVE: Jorge, Jr., pictured in a helicopter
while serving in the U.S. Marines, is now
22 and married to Ivett (far left); the two
have a little boy, Jayden. At left, he is pictured at front, center, when the SKR first
came to visit the family in 2005. LEFT: At
rear are Jorge, Jr’s. parents, Martha and
Jorge, Sr. Herrera. Left to right are their
children, Gerardo, Jose Angel, Jorge, Jr.,
and Liseth. Liseth is also married, and has
a son, 3, David Ian. Martha and Jorge, Sr.,
have since had a fifth child, Jesus, 6.
His father, Jorge Sr., was only able to
attend school through the sixth grade,
because the secondary school was simply
too far away from home. His father’s entire
primary school was made up of himself, his
sister, and a handful of cousins.
Jorge, Sr., like Martha (who attended school
through the ninth grade), spent most of his
childhood working on his parents’ small ranch.
Eventually, Jorge and Martha met, married,
and she gave birth to a baby boy--Jorge, Jr.-who would, with one look into his mother’s
eyes, change their lives forever. It was his birth,
and his parents hope for a better life for their
new son, that led them to take those first perilous steps onto American soil.
“This is at the heart of what mothers and
Continued from Page 2

Bishop Schlarman at Immaculate Conception Church, Claflin. His
pastoral assignments include: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge
City; St. Mary, Garden City; team ministry at St. Alphonsus,
Satanta, St. Helen, Hugoton, and St. Joan of Arc, Elkhart; Christ
the King, Deerfield, St. John the Evangelist, Hoisington, with
Holy Family, Odin. He has served in his current assignment
since 2016.
Father Prakash Rao Kola, MSFS, currently parochial
administrator of St. Joseph in Ashland, and Holy Spirit QuasiParish in Coldwater, is hereby appointed pastor. Father Kola
is a member of the Missionary Society of St. Francis. He was
ordained April 21, 2004, by the Most Rev. Johannes Gorantla,
bishop of Kurnool, India. He came to the Diocese of Dodge City
and has served in his current assignment since 2014.
Father Juan Salas, while continuing as parochial vicar St.
Mary in Garden City, is assigned assistant vocation director.
Father Juan was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Brungardt
on June 4, 2016. He will assist Father Wesley Schawe, director
of priestly vocations.
Mr. Daniel M. Stremel’s appointment as Finance Officer
of the Diocese of Dodge City was renewed for an additional
five-year term effective March 15, 2017. Stremel has worked in
the finance office at the chancery office since 1988. This is his
fourth five-year canonical appointment as Finance Officer for the
Diocese of Dodge City.

fathers have felt for their children for generations, the desire to build a better life for them,”
said Sister Janice Thome, OP, who works with
immigrants through the “Ministry of Presence.”
“Martha also had the dream that her children would attend Catholic school.”
Jorge, Jr., Liseth, Jose Angel, and Gerardo all
attended St. Dominic School.
“We are so very grateful to God for everything,” Martha said back in 2005.
More than a decade later, her eldest son
whose birth led the young couple to take
such dire chances, nods his head at the
memory.
“God’s been looking over us,” he says
matter-of-factly.
Bishop Brungardt also announced the following retirements, resignation and conferral:
Father Charles Mazouch, who has been on a
health leave of absence since September 2013,
was granted retirement effective January 1,
2017.
Father Reggie Urban, currently pastor of
St. Dominic in Garden City, has been granted
retirement effective July 5, 2017.
Articles on these retiring priests will appear
in the June 11 issue of the Catholic.
Sister Andre Kravec, OP, currently parish life
coordinator of Holy Family in Odin is resigning
for health reasons, effective July 5, 2017. Sister
Andre has been pastoral assistant at Immaculate Conception, Claflin, since 2010. She has
served as parish life coordinator at Odin.
Mr. Timothy F. Wenzl, former editor of
the Southwest Kansas Register and currently
archivist for the diocese, was conferred with
the position of archivist emeritus, effective July
1, 2017. The conferral of his appointment was
made recently at the Chrism Mass. He will continue working for the diocese part time. Wenzl
has worked in the chancery since 1990.
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De Colores!

Local Cursillo movement celebrates milestone
“Behold how good and pleasant it is for brethren
to gather together in unity.” – Psalm 133:1
By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
hey are a brotherhood and sisterhood, people
who, years after their Cursillo experience, are
brought together by two simple words, “De
Colores”.
They shout it loudly--sometimes all together,
sometimes one person seizing the moment--during
the three-day Cursillo retreats, 100 of which have
been held in the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.
On May 7, more than 300 people from across
the diocese met at the Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish Center in east Dodge City to celebrate the
milestone mark.
“De Colores!”
“It’s about coming together to celebrate our
love for Jesus and our love for each other,” one
participant noted. De Colores means “of colors”
in Spanish.
“It’s a reflection of the many colors of Christ’s
people. We are all different colors. You, me and
everyone. Even in one group you see many different
shades. Christ came to us to represent everyone.”
The Cursillo, or, “little courses,” includes several
talks and various deeply spiritual activities designed
to enhance the participant’s spiritual development,
so that he or she can take what they learned back
to the world.
Separate Cursillos are held for men and women,
as well as for married couples, in both English and
Spanish. Follow-up reunions are held to allow the
participants—or, cursillistas, as they are referred—
to join together socially, but more importantly, as a
way to remember and enhance the valuable insights
they learned from Cursillo.
Father Juan Fahey-Guerra, C.Ss.R., was on the
Redemptorist Missionary Team that served the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City for several years.
The popular priest returned to an elated crowd for
the Cursillo milestone, celebrating Mass with Father
Jim Dieker, with the assistance of Deacon Ruben
Sigalla and Deacon Apolonio Rodriguez.
During brief talks held earlier in the day, in which
men who took part in the 100th Cursillo the previous
weekend shared their experience, Sister Consuelo
Garcia-Sifuentes, MCMI, sat at the front alongside
Deacon Sigalla. She smiled broadly as each man
shared a few words about their experience.
In his homily, Father Fahey-Guerra gave an impassioned plea that we remember Christ the man.
By forgetting Christ the man--how he treated
people, whom he served, his deep love and compassion for all people on earth--we can fall victim
to failing to show people the same compassion as
did Christ.
“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action,
is dead.” -- James 2:17
Following Mass, all those gathered moved chairs
and brought in long tables to seat everyone for a
home-made meal.
(A very kind woman insisted that my wife,
Charlene, and I sit at a table with her. As a long
line began forming, she rushed into the kitchen,
grabbed us each a plate of food, and delivered it
to our table. With a strong accent—and a kind and
generous spirit—she sat with us, sharing the story
of her husband who had died a violent death, which
preceded the death of her teen-age son to drowning. Despite the tragedies in her life, she was filled
with a loving spirit.
“I tell my grandchildren, ‘You must have deep
faith. With faith in God, it helps you through bad
times. God loves you, and He helps you.”)

T

Photos by David Myers

At left, Father John Fahey-Guerra C.Ss.R., celebrates Mass at the May 7 gathering at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish Center
in east Dodge City. At right, participants enjoy a homemade meal at the dinner reception following Mass.

(Left to right) Father John Fahey-Guerra, C.Ss.R., Deacon Ruben Sigalla, Deacon Apolonio Rodriguez, and Father Jim
Dieker celebrate Mass at the event honoring 100 Cursillo retreats in the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.

These and more photos can be found in color and free to download at dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
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May 28-June 11

May 28: Mass at St. Anthony of Padua Church in
Liberal at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.; Mass in Spanish at St.
Anthony of Padua Church in Liberal at 1 p.m.
May 31: Confirmation at Immaculate Conception
Church in Claflin at 7 p.m.
June 3: Presbyteral Ordination Mass of Deacon Mark
Brantley and Deacon Jacob Schneider at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City at 10 a.m.
June 5-9: Priest Retreat at Spiritual Life Center in
Wichita
June 10: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. John the
Evangelist Church in Hoisington at 5 p.m.; Vibrant
Ministries Mass at St. Ann Church in Olmitz at 7 p.m.
June 11: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Ann Church
in Olmitz at 8 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. John
the Evangelist Church in Hoisington at 10 a.m.

EVENTS
FATHER KAPAUN MASS IN PILSEN
JUNE 4: The Mass time for the Annual Father Kapaun
Day Celebration on June 4 is changing to 11 a.m.
this year. The annual Mass celebrated at Servant
of God, Father Emil Kapaun’s home church of St.
John Nepomucene in Pilsen, Kansas, honors Father
Kapaun and prays for the success of his beatification
and canonization efforts. Mass will be followed by a
lunch and opportunities to tour the Kapaun Museum
on site. In addition, several hundred pilgrims will be
participating in a four-day, 60-mile walking pilgrimage
from Wichita to Pilsen, beginning on June 1. More
information is at www.FrKapaun.org.

JUNE MOON EVENT

Make plans to attend the “June Moon Evening in
the Vineyard” event in Manhattan to help support
St. Isidore’s Catholic Student Center at K-State on
Sunday, June 11, 6:30-9 p.m. For more information
go to st.isidores.com, or email events@stisidores.
com, or call (785) 539-7496 x 110.

St. Mary of the Plains Class
of 1967 50th reunion

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER

JUne 23-25, Friday through Sunday; Heartland Center
for Spirituality, 3600 Broadway, Great Bend. Visit:
http://www.dcdiocese.org/engaged-encounter, or
contact Mike and Lindsay Mazouch, mazouch@gmail.
com, 620-792-6290.

MEN’S CONFERENCE

AUG. 12, Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in Salina: The Family
Life Office of the Catholic Diocese of Salina is taking
registrations online for the 2017 Men’s Conference.
This year’s speakers will be Dr. Ray Guarendi and
Father John Lager. To register online or for more
information go to www.salinadiocese.org/family-life
or call 785-827-8746, Ext. 17.

UPCOMING ACTS RETREATS

ACTS is a weekend retreat patterned after the
description of the early Church in the Acts of the
Apostles.
Women’s Retreat dates: September 7-10
Men’s Retreat dates: November 16-19
More information and a registration form will be
posted on the website soon (www.greatbendcatholic.com). If questions, contact Paula Brozek at
620-793-8172.

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Saint Mary of the Plains (SMOP) High School
Class of ‘67 is having a 50th reunion in Dod
ge
City on July 21, 22 and 23. alumni who have
not
received an invitation/notice, should contact
Jane george, rvesgeorge@yahoo.com, (785
)
350-2069. Join in the celebration and trip dow
n
memory lane with your “Crusader” classmate
s.

Newman University
Western Kansas Center
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.

START YOUR JOURNEY TODAY AT:
WWW.NEWMANU.EDU/WESTERN-KANSAS
OR CALL 620-227-9616

A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

APPLY NOW!

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
Jim Armatys

Todd J Armatys
Financial Advisor
.
1904 Broadway
Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188

Average financial aid awarded this year is $11,500
(Western KS, SE KS & Colorado Springs)

•

Fastest path out of class and into the classroom
(16 months for students with Associate’s Degree)

•

NU WKC Education Grads have nearly 100% Job Placement

•

“Life-Friendly” Class Schedule – Perfect for working adults

•

8 Week Course Schedule –Evening Classes Available

Lloyd Davis, CFP®

Financial Advisor
.
210 E Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

•

236 SAN JOSE # 39 | DODGE CITY, KS 67801
WWW.NEWMANU.EDU

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
A Degree of Difference

Newman University is accredited by the
Higher learning Commission
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‘...Esperen las perlas’

P

or lo regular, pasamos mucho tiempo enfocándonos en la cadena, y no el tiempo suficiente en
las perlas. Por eso, comentarios muy densos sobre los Evangelios a veces nos dejan fríos: demasiada
cadena.
Por ejemplo, el Evangelio de San Juan dice “voy a
prepararles un lugar.” (Juan 14:2) Muchos toman esto
como que él se ha ido a algún lugar, para trabajar en
algo, algo completamente fuera de nosotros: para
renovar una habitación, tal vez, para mover paredes,
para cambiar los muebles. Hacen esto casi sin pensar. Pero eso no puede estar correcto. En lugar de
mirar hacia afuera, debemos mirar hacia adentro.
+ RONALD M. GILMORE
Se debe “ir,” para que nosotros lo vayamos extra- Obispo Emeritus de
ñando cada día más. Se debe “ir,” para que nuestra
Dodge City
mente y corazón se puedan estirar más y más para él.
Se debe “ir,” para que nuestra Fe pueda desechar su
piel, se pueda purificar, se pueda profundizar.
Se debe “ir,” para que esta ausencia se pueda convertir en la presencia del verdadero Dios, el Dios como es, mas allá de nuestro
entendimiento, pensamiento, e imaginación, el Dios en sí mismo, el Dios que
es amor, el Dios que nos creó para la comunión con él y con las personas a
nuestro alrededor.
Todo esto termina… esta construcción, este estirón, esta purificación, y
este profundizar… termina solamente cuando ya nos ha preparado lo mas
que ha podido. “¿Nosotros” somos el lugar que está preparando, no lo
pueden ver? “Nosotros” somos las cosas que está renovando, los deseos
desorientados que nos apartan de él. “Nosotros” somos su trabajo oculto
dentro de nosotros, esta creación lenta de una cadena de perlas que es la
historia de nuestras vidas.
Las perlas, amigos/as… esperen las perlas.

Otro Camino

Corazones agradecidos
E

l próximo sábado el
iar), la formación (de
Señor nos bendecirá
niños, jóvenes, adultos
con dos nuevos sacerjóvenes, adultos) y las
dotes. Pido sus oraciones por
vocaciones sacerdotales
el Diácono Mark Brantley y
(formación de seminarel Diácono Jacob Schneider
istas, sacerdotes activos,
mientras preparan esta última
sacerdotes jubilados)
semana para recibir el Sacrahan sido una inspiración
mento del Orden Sagrado. La
para mí. Gracias.
última vez que tuvimos dos
Para aquellos
nuevos sacerdotes ordenados
que acaban de enteren la misma Santa Misa fue
arse de la existencia de
en 2004 (el Padre Wesley
+ JOHN B. BRUNGARDT Ministerios Vibrantes, o
Schawe y el Padre Peter Tran).
que todavía están penObispo de Dodge City
¡Demos gracias a Dios!
sando en una donación,
Gratitud. Tenemos mucho
les pido su sacrificio.
que agradecer. Agradecemos todos los
Estos tres objetivos dignos nos ayudarán
dones de Dios. Yo les agradezco sus
ahora y sentarán las bases para el futuro
dones de oración, servicio, hospitalidad,
en nuestra diócesis. Al predicar mi
diezmo y limosna para los hijos de Dios.
homilía sobre Ministerios Vibrantes,
Estos dones que ustedes ofrecen pueden cada uno pertenece a cinco comuniser para su familia, parroquia, comunidades católicas de diferentes tamaños:
dad, o para aquellos que no tienen lo
la familia, la parroquia, la diócesis, la
mínimo necesario para la vida.
Iglesia universal y el cielo y la tierra.
Corazones agradecidos. Hemos sido
Pidamos en la al Señor cómo estamos
bendecidos por sus donaciones a nuesllamados a ayudar a la Iglesia Diocesana
tra Petición Ministerios Vibrantes. Sus
en nuestra Petición Ministerios Vibrangenerosas donaciones para ayudar a
tes. ¡Unámonos a nuestra Iglesia con un
las obras de misericordia (incluyendo
corazón agradecido, un corazón amado
Caridades Católicas y la vida familpor Jesús!

Una invitación

Ordenaciones celebran el ‘inmenso amor de Jesucristo’
Mi Querido Pueblo de la Diócesis Católica de Dodge City:

C

on gran alegría Yo, como
su obispo, llamo a dos de
nuestros hijos a ser Ordenados
para la Diócesis Católica de
Dodge City. Los Diáconos Mark
Brantley y Jacob Schneider
serán ordenados Sacerdotes el
sábado, 3 de junio del 2017, a
Diacono Mark
las 10 a.m. La Santa Misa en la
Brantley
Catedral de Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe, Dodge City. Usted,
su familia, amigos/as están todos cordialmente
invitados/as a participar en esta celebración del
inmenso amor de Jesucristo. Por favor vengan a

ver a sus futuros sacerdotes recibir las Ordenes Sagradas en esta extraordinaria bendición de nuestro
Padre Misericordioso.
Estoy muy agradecido por las oraciones y sacrificios que han hecho por estos dos hombres durante
sus años de formación.
Los animo a que continúen con sus intenciones
por nuestros jóvenes y hombres solteros, nuestros
seminaristas y futuros seminaristas, para que escuchen el llamado de Dios de ser un sacerdote diocesano, y por la humildad y valor para seguir ese
llamado; y por nuestras familias (el suelo fértil para
las vocaciones – Papa San Juan Pablo II) para que
puedan estar abiertas al llamado de Dios a que sus

hijos sean sacerdotes diocesanos.
Si su hijo es llamado por Dios a
ser un sacerdote, eso le dará a él
la mayor satisfacción, alegría, y
paz. ¿Madres y Padres: no es eso
lo que desean para sus hijos?
En preparación para recibir estos regalos de Ordenes Sagradas,
les pido que oren por nuestros
Diacono Jacob
hermanos, Diáconos Mark y
Schneider
Jacob . Que el Padre, Hijo, y Espíritu Santo los fortalezca. Estén
seguros de mi oración por ustedes, y por favor
continúen orando por mí. ¡Dios es muy bueno!

El Movimiento de Cursillo Celebra un Importante Logro
Ver fotos, página 7
ersonas que años después de haber
vivido un Cursillo, comparten una
hermandad y por medio de dos sencillas
palabras se unen, “De Colores.”
Durante los tres días del Cursillo, gritan
con júbilo esta expresión, a veces todos
juntos, a veces una sola persona regocijándose en el momento. Se han llevado a
cabo 100 Cursillos en la Diócesis Católica
de Dodge City.
El 7 de mayo, más de 300 personas de
alrededor de la Diócesis se reunieron en
el Centro Parroquial de Nuestra Señora
de Guadalupe en Dodge City para celebrar
este importante logro.
“¡De Colores!”
“Se trata de reunirnos para celebrar
nuestro amor por Jesús y nuestro amor por

P

el prójimo,” dijo un participante. “De Colores, es un reflejo de los muchos colores de
Cristo. Todos tenemos un color diferente.
Tú, yo, y todos. En un solo grupo puede
haber muchos tonos diferentes. Cristo vino
para representarnos a todos.”
El Cursillo incluye varias charlas y otras
actividades diseñadas para profundizar
en el desarrollo espiritual del participante,
para que ellos/ellas lleven al mundo lo que
han aprendido.
El Padre Juan Fahey-Guerra, C.Ss.R., estaba en el Equipo Misionario Redentorista
que sirvió en la Diócesis Católica de Dodge
City por varios años. El tan-querido sacerdote regreso para este importante logro
del Cursillo, celebro la Santa Misa con el
Padre Jim Dieker, asistidos por los Diáconos
Rubén Sígala y Apolonio Rodríguez.

En su homilía, el Padre Juan FaheyGuerra hizo una apasionada plegaria a que
recordemos a Cristo el hombre.
Olvidarnos de Cristo el hombre- olvidarnos de como trataba a las personas a quien
servía, olvidarnos de su profundo amor y
su compasión por todas las personas que
encontró mientras estuvo en la tierra como
hombre- esto permite que algunas personas presenten las enseñanzas de Jesús de
una forma distorsionada. Si nos olvidamos
de como Cristo compartió con los seres
humanos- la compasión que mostro hacia
todas las personas- podemos fracasar en
mostrarle a las personas la misma compasión que mostro Cristo.
Después de la Misa, todos los ahí presentes acomodaron mesas y sillas para que
todos se pudieran sentar a compartir una

comida.
(Una mujer muy buena insistió que mi
esposa, Charlene, y yo nos sentáramos en
una mesa. Mientras una larga línea se empezó a formar, ella corrió hacia la cocina,
tomo dos platos, y los llevo a nuestra mesa.
Tenía un profundo acento – y un espíritu
generoso y bueno – se sento con nosotros,
compartiendo la historia de su esposo que
había tenido una muerte violenta, y antes
de eso su hijo adolescente había muerto
ahogado. A pesar de las tragedias en su
vida, estaba llena de un espíritu amoroso.
“Les digo a mis nietos, Deben tener una
profunda Fe. La Fe en Dios, te ayuda a
superar los momentos difíciles. Dios te
ama, y Él te ayuda.”).
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

ACROSS
1 Gentile prophet of
the Old Testament
5 Ezekiel’s vision (Ezek
10:9)
8 Biblical tree
10 “Pange ___”
11 Catholic actress Dunaway
12 He and Deborah
defeated the army of
Sisera (Judg 4:8–16)
13 He roamed and
patrolled the earth (Job
1:7)
15 Patrick’s place
16 Sixteenth century
council
18 Catholic female lead
of “Everybody Loves
Raymond”
20 “Salve ___”
24 Part of CYO
25 Jubilee entry
26 He accompanied
Joshua as he reconnoitered the land of
Canaan
28 Place of the ___ (Mt
27: 33)
30 Chalice covering
32 Paul mentions her
in Romans 16:1
33 Plate for holding the
host at Mass
34 Liturgical year start
35 Author of The Models of the Church
DOWN
2 Prophet in Luke (Lk

D�� r���, FiCF

T���� M����, FiCF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, Seward, St. John
and Greensburg councils.

F���� a���� P������� a��������
C��� g����� S������� ��� M��� i����������
g����� S�������, FICF, LUTCF, CLU
(785) 726-4899 oﬃce • (785) 650-3404 cell

St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley, Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

D���� r���, FiCF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell
Ransom council

D�� o������
(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson,
Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

D.J. r����

(913) 687-0164

Spearville, Wright, Dodge City, Ashland, Ness City,
and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

St. SeBaStIan’S SoDUKo

Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

3

4
8

5

6

7

9
10

12

11

13
16

15

18

14

17

19

20

21

22

23
24
26

25

27
28

29

30

31

32
33
34

35
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

2:36)
3 One who belongs to
a religion
4 Land in which Ruth
was born
5 Catholic bandleader, Lawrence ___
6 Number of popes
named Alexander
7 Paul said he would
travel here after leaving
Rome (Rom 15:28)
9 Chosen People

TEASER THE FIRST:
For example: the words; A car - A
tree - An elephant.. they all have
trunks.
1. Easy - High - Lounge
2. Matchbooks - Magazines - Beds
3. Malls - Bacon - Comic
4. Cuba - Ireland - Japan
5. Mud - Java - Joe
6. Corn - The U.S. Army - Kentucky
Fried Chicken
7. Nanny - Kid - Billy
8. Judges - Ruth - Kings
9. Black - Lazy - Bloodshot
10. Body - Corssing - Life

S���� l����������

(785) 301-2676 oﬃce • (785) 623-8716 cell

2

11 “…the spirit indeed
is willing, but the ___ is
weak.” (Mk 14:38)
14 Prayer ender
16 First Catholic United
States Chief Justice
17 The Law
19 Book before Nehemiah
21 Play based on the
life of Christ
22 The feast of St. Bernadette Soubirous is in

this month
23 Month of the Feast
of the Assumption
26 Catholic director of
“It’s a Wonderful Life”
27 Pope before Benedict III
28 Birth month of Mary
(abbr.)
29 Promised ___
31 One of the theological virtues

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

1

TEASER THE SECOND:
The answer to the riddle is a
pair of words that rhyme with
each other. For example:
Large Feline would be Fat Cat.
1. Machinery gas
2. Metal cot
3. Mistaken melody
4. Metal Needle
5. Lime body organ
6. Lawn protector
7. Large toupee
8. Loaf cover
9. Lodge light
10. Large person who doesn’t
enjoy Christmas

TEASER THE THIRD:
Morph one word into
another by just changing
one letter at a time.
FORT
___________
___________
___________
MAKE

(left) To solve a Soduko, fill in
the table so that the numbers
from 1 to 9 will be in each
column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9.
Cada columna debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a
9. Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe
contener los números a partir
la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of sodukooftheday.com.
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Nicholas Steven Kough
Nicholas Steven
July 3, 2013, he became
Kough, 29, of St. Joan entrepreneur, starting
seph Parish, Scott City,
“Nick’s Custom Paint,” in
died Monday, March
Scott City. His passion was
27, 2017 in Finney
making “wrecked and old”
County. He was born
look like “new”.
Jan. 1, 1988 to Steven
Nicholas was a member
and Florence (Flossie)
of the Knights of Columbus
Kough. Nicholas graduand NRA. He is survived by
ated from Scott Comhis parents; sister, Stephamunity High School in
nie and Rylan Woolkfolk;
2007, where he particitwo brothers, Keith (K.C.)
pated in music, crossKough and Scott Kough;
country and wrestling.
three nieces, Emerie and
A highlight of his se- Nicholas Steven Kough
Addalyn Woolfolk and
nior year was placing second at State Charlotte Kough, whom he loved like
Wrestling. He went on to earn his Asso- his own; and paternal grandparents,
ciates of Applied Science degree in Col- Betty and Conrad Kough.
lision Repair (Autbody) from Northwest
He was preceded in death by his maKansas Technical College in Goodland. ternal grandparents, Joe and Florence
He also became ASE Certified, and Zellner. Nicholas was buried at St. Mary’s
through Martin Senour Training Center, Cemetery at Marienthal. Father Bernard
he received his Painter Certification. On Felix presided.

Gustavo Emmanuelle Marino, 30, of
St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Liberal,
died Sunday, May 7, 2017. He worked
at Sally Beauty Supply as a Sales Clerk.
Survivors include parents, Rodrigo and
Elisa Marino; and one sisters Alexis Marino. Father James P. Dieker presided.
Eleanor Katherine Witchey, 85, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St. Rose of
Lima, Great Bend, died May 8, 2017.
Mrs. Witchey was a bookkeeper for the
Ellinwood and St. John nursing homes.
She was a member of the Altar Society
and a former member of St. John the
Apostle Catholic Church, St. John, and
Golden Belt Community Concert Association. She enjoyed volunteering for the
church and St. John library, crocheting,
playing the piano and music. Survivors
include a sister, Gerri West; and several
nieces and nephews. Father Don Bedore
presided.
Joan C. Indiek, 77, of St. John the
Baptist Parish, Spearville, died May 15,

2017. A longtime Spearville resident, she
owned and operated Joan’s Beauty Shop
in Spearville from 1957 untill 2007. She
was a member of the St. John Altar Society and Daughters of Isabella. Survivors
include her husband, Tony; two sons,
Rocky and Jerome; a daughter, Karen
Lewis; two sisters, Pauline Meyer and
Jeanette Davis; six grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren. Father John
Forkuoh presided.
Derrol Richard Dvorak, 91, of St.
Joseph Parish, Offerle, died May 18,
2017. Dvorak was a lifelong dairyman and farmer in Hodgeman County.
He was a member of the Knights of
Columbus. Survivors include his children, Karlene Davis, Kathlene Loyd,
Lydia Watts, Richard Dvorak, Roch
Dvorak, JaNelda Fields, and Nikki
Meyer; 20 grandchildren; 30 greatgrandchildren; brother-in-law, Bob
Kirmer; and numerous nieces and nephews. Father John Strasser presided.
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Bob Hessman: He gave us a lesson in
forgiveness we won’t soon forget
“Four years before he was executed, we began to correspond with Gregg Braun
who killed our daughter, Mary. at first, he was belligerent with us; but later he
began to release his bitterness, eventually expressing regret and apologized for
killing her. We didn’t find forgiveness just by saying, ‘We forgive’ and moving on.
We found we needed to start each day with a prayer of forgiveness for Gregg.
Pleasure comes to us now from watching our children and our grandchildren as
they learn to follow us on the journey of forgiveness. For if we are to believe we
can be forgiven, we must be able to forgive.”
-- Bob Hessman

Editor’s note: The SKC met
with Bob Hessman on two
occasions. The first was to interview him about the forgiveness he and his wife Ruth, who
has since died, had shown for
the man who murdered their
daughter, Mary Rains. Later,
the SKC filmed Hessman for a
video for Kansas for Life. The
video is available at www.
dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic.

Kansas Chapter of Parents
of Murdered Children
in 1989 after the loss of
their daughter.
On Nov. 17, 1956 he
married Bonnie “Ruth”
Leveritt at St. Margaret’s
Church in Giddings, Texas.
She preceded him in
death on November 8,
2009.
Survivors include his
Robert “Bob” Hessman wife, Mary Schallerobert “Bob” Hessman, 81, of
Hessman; a son, Robert
the Cathedral of Our Lady of GuadalBenjamin Hessman; four daughters, Dava
upe Parish, Dodge City, died May 9, 2017
Crussell, Jude Hessman, Gemma Mills and
at his home in rural Ford County surFrances Waldren; three brothers, Jerry,
rounded by loved ones.
Tom and Bill; one sister, Linda Olney; 24
He was a lifetime Dodge City resident
grandchildren, 39 great-grandchildren and
and served in the United States Air Force
eight great-great-grandchildren and beduring the Korean War. He was a farmer
loved nieces and nephews. Father Wesley
and stockman active in the American Ag
Schawe presided.
Movement.
The family suggests memorials to the
He was a member of the Cathedral
Sacred Heart School Endowment, Parents
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 3rd and 4th
of Murdered Children or Hospice of the
Degree Member of Knights of Columbus
Prairie, all in care of Ziegler Funeral ChaCouncil 2955 and was proud to be appel, 1901 N. 14th Ave., Dodge City, Kansas
pointed Grand Knight during his tenure.
67801. Condolences may be sent to www.
He and his wife started the Southwest
zieglerfuneralchapel.com.

R

Cub Scouts complete religious emblem program

Obituary policy
Obituaries are always printed free of charge. They must be edited for space
and SKC style. If you find an error, or if a listing of a friend or loved one is not
included, call (620) 227-1519, or email skregister@dcdiocese.org.

S�������� R�������
Sunday, May 28
Acts 1:12-14/First Peter
4:13-16/John 17:1-11
Monday, May 29
Acts 19:1-8/John 16:29-33
Tuesday, May 30
Acts 20:17-27/John 17:111
Wednesday, May 31;
Visitation of the Virgin
Mary to Elizabeth
Zephaniah 3:14-18, or
Romans 12:9-16/Luke
1:39-56
Thursday, June 1; Saint
Justin, martyr
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/John
17:20-26
Friday, June 2

Acts 25:13-21/John 21:1519
Saturday, June 3; Saints
Charles Lwanga and
companions, martyrs
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/John
21:20-25
Sunday, June 4; Pentecost
Acts 2:1-11/First Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13/John
20:19-23
Monday, June 5; Saint
Boniface, bishop and
martyr
Tobit 1:1, 2; 2:1-9/Mark
12:1-12
Tuesday, June 6
Tobit 2:9-14/Mark 12:13-

17
Wednesday, June 7
Tobit 3:1-11, 16/Mark
12:18-27
Thursday, June 8
Tobit 6:11; 7:1, 9-14; 8:47/Mark 12:28-34
Friday, June 9
Tobit 11:5-15/Mark
12:35-37
Saturday, June 10
Tobit 12:1, 5-15, 20/Mark
12:38-44
Sunday, June 11
Exodus 34:4-6, 8-9/Second Corinthians 13:11-13/
John 3:16-18

DoDge CiTy – eight Cub Scouts from Pack 162 were recognized for completing the
religious emblem program for their rank and faith at the Blue and Gold Banquet on
april 23 at the Cathedral of our lady of guadalupe social hall. Pictured from left are:
Cyrus Montandon, Webelo; and Wolves: Blain Coffey, Jacoby Sutton, easton Steiner,
Ty Presley, Finn Martinez, gabriel gomez, and Briggs Williams. Montandon crossed
over and is a member of Boy Scout Troop 162; the other scouts advanced to Bears.

HELP WANTED

Teaching position opened at St. Mary School
St. Mary School in Garden City is seeking an innovative and qualified teacher
to join its staff within the 6th grade classroom. The applicant will be a hardworking and enthusiastic teaching professional with excellent subject knowledge and a
sound understanding of curriculum.
The applicant will be a motivated individual with a keen interest in encouraging
and inspiring students to love learning and excel in lesson presentation, planning,
and building relationships with students.
Submit your resume to Michelle Mead, Principal at mmead@gckschools.com. For
more information contact the school office at (620) 276-2241.
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PrIeStS on tHe PraIrIe
Died May 30, 1956

Msgr. John Cody

M

sgr. John Cody was born Aug. 15,
1897, in Jordanstown, Whitehall,
Kilkenny, Ireland. He was ordained
June 10, 1923, at Immaculate Conception Cathedral in Denver by
Bishop J. Henry Tihen. He served as
an assistant at St. Mary’s Cathedral in
Wichita for a year.
His pastorates include: St. Mary, Moline, (1926-35); St. John, Iola, (1935-45);
St. John, Clonmel, (1946-47), and St.
Rose of Lima, Great Bend, (1947-56).
During his pastorate at Moline,
he built a new school, dedicated by
Bishop August J. Schwertner on Oct. 10, 1946.
At Clonmel, he built a new church, dedicated by
Bishop Mark K. Carroll, Sept. 24, 1947. At Great
Bend, he started a second parish and built a
school and “chapel of relief.” Bishop John B. Franz
dedicated St. Patrick Chapel on May 9, 1954.
Msgr. Cody served one year (1945-46) as a
chaplain in the U.S. Army. He saw frontline action
on Guinea, Luzon, and other Philippine Islands. He
received the Asiatic-Pacific Service Medal, World

War II Victory Medal, American Theater Service Medal, Philippine Liberation Medal, and three battle stars. He
was raised to the rank of captain in
November, 1945, and at the time of
his death was a reserve officer with
the rank of major.
In the late 1940 and early 1950s,
Msgr. Cody recruited men to serve
in southern Kansas directly from the
seminaries in Ireland on behalf of
Bishop Carroll. Those recruits served
in both the dioceses of Wichita and
Dodge City.
In 1949 Pope Pius XII elevated him to the rank
of papal chamberlain; he was named domestic
prelate in 1952.
Msgr. Cody died May 30, 1956, shortly after
giving an address following a televised Memorial
Day service in Great Bend. Bishop Franz was the
celebrant of the Pontifical Mass of Requiem at St.
Rose Church. Bishop Carroll preached the sermon.
Burial was in the Catholic section of the Great
Bend Cemetery.

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Pope Francis’ Monthly
intentions; May 2017
Christians in africa
That Christians in Africa, in
imitation of the Merciful
Jesus, may give prophetic
witness to reconciliation,
justice, and peace.

For the latest
movie reviews,
visit
www.catholic
news.com
/movies.cfm

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com
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SKC dates,
deadlines
June 11/May 31
July 16/July 5
Aug. 13/July 16
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Issue date/
deadline

May 28, 2017
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St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
“L” TO “Z”
Q T E

I

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Q M J

V H Z

I

Y P D Z

Dates are subject to change.

T A P T O C Q G X D S M Y W U

Questions? Contact Dave at
skregister@dcdiocese.org,
or call (620) 227-1519.

O B G H N R O X A Y K Q H N C
H E P K C E H Y E U K T E M C
I

ANSWERS

R O H Q Z M S R

I

Z V B L H

R N B Y F U D A F A A G N O E
R A Z D N S N A T E M A P L
E C Y A E L Y
I

I

V E D R E O O L

I

E Q P H O

T E D T E G

Largest
Selection of

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

T

H S C G O V T

L A L R M K F V

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

I

Visit our online catalog at:

A P N U E N S A O O R W W P T

www.idonnelly.com

X V U O E P V A Y V H S F E H
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

T

F S E F H L D R A E B A N N

Q W U F Y S V V Y Y B W H L M
M Q R G U G R W
LOVE
MARY
NEW TESTAMENT
OUR LADY
POPE

I

S D O M V C

QUEEN OF HEAVEN
ROSARY
SUNDAY
TABERNACLE
UNIVERSAL

VATICAN
WISDOM
XAVIER
YAHWEH
ZUCCHETTO

B A L A A
N
D
N
H
F A Y E
R
L
E I R E
S
N
H E A T O
Z
R
C A L E B
E
A
P H O E B
R
I
A D V E N

M
O L I V
A
S
B A R A
A
T R E N
A
L
N
E
A
Y O U T
G
S K U L
E
S
P A T E
T

W H E E
E
I
L I N G
K
H
S A T
T
O
R E G I
A
O
H
D O
S
L
P A
A
E
N
L
D U L L

THIRD:
fort
fore
fare
fake
make

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

SECOND:
1. Tool Fuel
2. Lead Bed
3. Wrong Song
4. Tin Pin
5. Green Spleen
6. Yard Guard
7. Big Wig
8. Bread Spread
9. Camp Lamp
10. Huge Scrooge
FIRST:
1. chairs
2. they have covers
3. they come in strips
4. island nations
5. slang for coffee
6. they have colonels
7. goats
8. books of the bible
9. eyes
10. guards

L S
P
U A
I
A N
M
E
N A
P
O R
I
L L
O
V
E S
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Along the Journey
Confirmation, First Communion, graduation

HOLY ROSARY, MEDICINE LODGE; First Communion:
Father Firmin Kyaw presided. (Left to Right) McKinnley Piper, Talllie Rambat, Father Kyaw, Wyatt Mantey,
and Cooper Armstrong.

ST. STANISLAUS, INGALLS (and CIMARRON): St. Stanislaus
Parishioners recognized seniors from Cimarron and Ingalls
high schools on Sunday, May 7. Pictured are, front row,
left to right, Joseph Stegman, Bernadette Shaughnessy,
Father Peter Tran, Josie Neely, and Tony Dizmang. Back
row: Gabriel McFall, Nick Ast, Wyatt Bell, Luis Ballesteros,
and Christopher Wendel.

ST. JOSEPH, ELLINWOOD; First Communion: Back row: Jamie Harrington, Father Terrance Klein; Middle row: Alyvia
Batchman, Josalynn Zink, Luke Heinz, Keaton Lewis, Trace
Tudor, Cohen Gunn, Bryce Williams, and Vivian Klepper;
Front row: Avery Schartz and Alexandra Harrington.

ST. JOSEPH, ASHLAND; First Communion, Confirmation: Bishop John B. Brungardt and Father Prakash Kola presided.
First Communion: Denis Aros Robles, Jobany Aroz Mena, Ethan Bates, Ethan Betschart, Carlos Garcia, Hayden Garman,
Marcus Isenbart, and Britney Redger. (Not receiving the sacrament at this time: Ruben Quintana.) Confirmation:
Natalie Bonilla, Markus Guerra, Bailey Koch, Gus Krier, Elizabeth Quintana, and Jessica Quintan. (Not receiving the
sacrament as this time: Tate McPherson, Kash McPhail, and Austin Baker.)

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, HOISINGTON; First Communion: Back Row: Catechist Mary Rossman, Jesse Thoren,
Leyton Mooney, Brody Rossman, Karson Kinman, Ruger
Sneath, and Father Anselm Eke. Front Row: Annabell
Gonzalez, M.J. Sneath, and Kaelynn Axman.

First Communion,
Confirmation
photo policy

SACRED HEART, PRATT; First Communion: Father Mike Klag presided.
The students are: Dayana Avila, Madilyn Bolen, Maisy Fields, Benjamin George, Kate Jackson, Monica Sanchez, Brylee Richardson, Jacob
Tawzer, Levi Thibault, Isabel Ordonez, David Gandara, Diva Gandara,
and Gabriel Heredia.

SACRED HEART, PRATT; Confirmation: Bishop Brungardt presided. The students
are pictured with their sponsors. The students names are: Jesus Acosta, Emily
Allphin, Makena Brady, Gabriella Cannata, Kayla Espino, Maggie Haas, Kasandra
Heredia, Erin Jackson, Kristen Kiley, Zachary Lamatsch, Aden Temanson, Kami
Theis, and Elizabeth Voss.

The SKC is happy
to print First
Communion,
Confirmation,
and graduation
photos, free of
charge. They are
printed as they
are received, and
as space allows.
Please include the
names of students, if you want
them included.
The page is available in color and
free for download
at www.dcdiocese.org/skwregister.

