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Summer Camp
W

hat better way to welcome the summer than by inviting Christ into your life via faithfilled fun with friends at Catholic summer camp?
“We’ve been learning a ton about the faith, especially about our heroes in the faith,
the all-stars, different saints that we are walking with throughout this week,” said Father
Jacob Schneider of the five-day camp.
Set in the rolling hills surrounding Scott Lake, which is just north of Scott City, fifth
and sixth graders took to camp June 12-15, while seventh and eighth grader camped
June 19-22.
For Father Schneider, the camp was not only a wonderful way to start the
summer, but his priesthood, as well. He was ordained at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe along with Father Mark Brantley on June 3, barely one
week before the camp.
“Yes, we have all the fun with canoeing and hiking,” he said. “We offer
kids the opportunity to experience Christ in a fun-filled environment,
but it’s also jam-packed with solid faith and catechesis, teaching the
kids more and more about their faith so that they might come to
know and love our Lord Jesus Christ throughout the course of
the week.”
The week was organized with the help of another newcomer, Adam Urban, who has just begun his service as
Director of Youth Ministry for the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City.
“Camp was really great,” he said. “I started the job at the
end of May, and camp happened right away. I really gained a
deeper appreciate for how important ministry is at the fifth and
sixth and middle school levels.
“The young people want to be involved; they’re facing challenges
that young people haven’t had to face at that age in the past. ... The
longer I was there, the more I realized that ministering to that age group
is crucial to the Church.”

Newly ordained Father Jacob Schneider celebrates Mass at the Catholic Camp. At far
left (and above, right) is new Diocesan Director of youth Ministry, adam Urban.

Photos by Gentry Heimerman

Page 2 July 16, 2017

Vibrant Ministries — Uniting Our Church

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Vibrant Ministries Appeal reaches

•

Tithing and Almsgiving - the Lord’s Plan for Us
That is well and good, but in
today’s world, I find this tithing
idea just plain old-fashioned and
personally impossible. Thoughts?

A

s your bishop, I am responsible for
teaching the fullness of the Catholic
Faith without omitting anything.
Finances are one of the most difficult areas
for us to deal with much less feel comfortable discussing. We may even we want to
overlook the Lord’s teaching on money.
However, Jesus openly told His apostles,
disciples, and faithful that “you cannot
serve God and wealth” (Luke 16:13). What
is the Lord saying about money to you and
me? Hopefully, the questions I address
below will help shed some light on the
Lord’s teaching.
-- Bishop John

Bishop John, what’s with
tithing; isn’t that just for the
Old Testament folks?
NOT at all! “Of everything you give me,
i will faithfully return a tenth part to you”
(Genesis 28:22). This verse starts with God’s
gracious generosity. He gives us everything:
our very lives, the food we eat, the air
we breathe, our families, our faith. And,
through our employment, he also gives us
financial means.
He calls us to faithfully return a tenth
part, 10%, to Him. This is called a tithe. In
the Old Testament days, this was done after
the harvest, as a tenth part of the crop was
given to the temple. Today, it is normally
a check, a bank withdrawal, or cash each
Sunday in the collection basket.

GOD calls us to holiness. The Lord desires
that we be saints. He doesn’t give us tasks
that are impossible. But, we need to always
call on Him for help. Fundamentally, this is a
matter of finding and putting God’s will first
in our lives. Priorities. Conversion. Money
should be integrated into our spiritual lives,
not treated as something separate.
Tithing may strain a budget at first. I
suggest starting with a smaller amount
than 10%, and faithfully share that each
week or month. Next year, increase your
commitment. In no time, you will be generously sharing with the Lord 10% of your
gross income. We give a much higher
percentage each month to the government; what do we give to God? We ask the
Lord to assist us to not give reluctantly or
half-heartedly, since “God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

Bishop John, we are in the
middle of the Vibrant Ministries:
Uniting our Church Appeal. You
call the Appeal almsgiving versus
tithing. What is the difference?
JESUS said: “Give alms … for where your
treasure is, there also will your heart be”
(Luke 12:33-34). Almsgiving directs us to
give to a specific need: a parish building
project, a natural disaster relief fund, a food
pantry for the poor, etc. Thus our Vibrant
Ministries appeal is asking for alms for works
of mercy (including Catholic Charities and
family life), Catholic faith formation for all
ages, and priestly vocations. This almsgiving is above-and-beyond our tithing in the
offertory basket, thus it is a call to an extra
sacrifice, an extra generosity.

“...Vibrant Ministries will help ﬁnancially
struggling families directly: the ﬁrst goal
of Vibrant Ministries is works of mercy,
including Catholic Charities. A donation to
this goal assists to ‘adopt children, recover from addictions, form healthy relationships, give birth to healthy babies, feed
the hungry....’” -- Bishop John Brungardt

Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
you give us your son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy spirit to shine through us.
Loving God, fill us with the desire

Bishop John, there are a lot of
suffering folks out there: natural disasters, unemployment,
health concerns, family crises. I
wonder about Vibrant Ministries
as we face all this. Thoughts?
YES, there are many families who are
suffering financially and in other ways. God
is with them. We ask the Lord how we can
assist them. Each of us may be in this position at some time in our lives. When I was
a teen, my family experienced a significant
fire on our farm, and in my 20’s I owned a
failing business. Despite these setbacks, I
have financially helped my family in medical
and financial crises throughout the years.
Other families are doing well financially.
They have the means to significantly share
their resources with the parish, the diocese,
and other local, national, and international
charities. The Vibrant Ministries Appeal has
received generous and sacrificial gifts of
all amounts from more than 3,400 of our
diocesan families.
Through works of mercy, including
Catholic Charities, the Vibrant Ministries
Appeal will directly help families who are
struggling. Donations will help members of
our church family and community to “adopt
children, recover from addictions, form
healthy relationships, give birth to healthy
babies, feed the hungry, move from homelessness into housing, take classes, get jobs
and achieve goals” (from VMA brochure).
In addition, we have added “wildfire relief”
to this works of mercy goal, to help families
devastated by this local disaster.

Bishop John, why did you suggest
a specific amount in your letter
for us to prayerfully consider?
MY REQUEST to each family in the diocese is based on another Biblical principle:
proportionate sharing. “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of God’s varied grace”

Appeal Prayer
to be with you in all things,
invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our efforts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us.

(1 Peter 4:10). We each receive different
financial gifts, depending on our education, experience, talent, work ethic, type of
employment, etc. God calls us to share our
gifts proportionately. In other words, folks
with higher incomes are to share higher
amounts while those with lower incomes
are to give less. Simply put, “Give alms in
proportion to what you own” (Tobit 4:8).

Bishop John, why do you think
the Lord gives us these teachings about money?
GOD’S fundamental message is love. We
share our financial resources because we
love. This is a giving love, an unconditional
love, a sacrificial love. We are called to
reach out to the hungry, thirsty, ill-clothed,
imprisoned, stranger, and sick with compassion (cf. Matthew 25:31-46).
Letting go of some of our money is to let
go of the material, and leave more room for
the spiritual. Again, “you cannot serve God
and wealth” (Luke 16:13). It is in money
matters that we express our own will, and
willfulness. To submit that to the Lord is
not only needed in itself, but also can result
in our being open to the Lord’s will for us
in many other ways.

You have opened my eyes to
several teachings of the Lord regarding money. Any final words
of wisdom for me?
TAKE this to prayer. These teachings
do not come from your pastor, or me, or
Pope Francis. Teachings on the proper role
of money in our lives come from God in His
Sacred Word. I suggest you take this article
to Church, sit before the Blessed Sacrament,
and ask Jesus for understanding, guidance,
humility, and courage. Take strength from
our sacramental life: the Eucharist and
confession. Trust in our Gentle Lord, He
loves you so much!

“...to say nothing of
your owing me even
your own self. Yes,
brother, I want some
beneﬁt from you in the
Lord. Refresh my heart
in Christ. Conﬁdent of
your obedience, I write
to you, knowing that
you will do even more
than I say.”
(Philemon 19-21)
Form our
faith and strengthen
priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our savior. Amen.
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78.4% of goal with $7,836,620 pledged
PARISH ENG

WAVE

CITY
Other
(Pilot phase began in August, 2016)
COLG
Pilot Dodge City
St. Stanislaus
Pilot Ingalls
St. John
Pilot Spearville
St. Andrew
Pilot Wright

GOAL

Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1
Wave 1

Deerfield
Dighton
Elkhart
Fowler
Garden City
Garden City
Hugoton
Johnson
Lakin
Liberal
Marienthal
Meade
Plains
Satanta
Scott City
Syracuse
Tribune
Ulysses

PARISH
WAVE
CITY
(Wave 2 began in May, 2017)
St. Joseph
Wave 2 Ashland
St. Bernard
Wave 2 Belpre
Immac Conception Wave 2 Claflin
Holy Spirit
Wave 2 Coldwater
St. Joseph
Wave 2 Ellinwood
Prince of Peace
Wave 2 Great Bend
St. Joseph
Wave 2 Greensburg
St. Anthony
Wave 2 Hanston
St. John
Wave 2 Hoisington
St. Lawrence
Wave 2 Jetmore
St. John
Wave 2 Kiowa
St. Michael
Wave 2 LaCrosse
Sacred Heart
Wave 2 Larned
St. Anthony
Wave 2 Leoti
St. Joseph
Wave 2 Liebenthal
Holy Rosary
Wave 2 Med Lodge
Sacred Heart
Wave 2 Ness City
Holy Family
Wave 2 Odin
St. Joseph
Wave 2 Offerle
St. Ann
Wave 2 Olmitz
Sacred Heart
Wave 2 Pratt
St. Aloysius
Wave 2 Ransom
St. John
Wave 2 St. John
St. Boniface
Wave 2 Sharon
Holy Trinity
Wave 2 Timken

$1,970,590
$234,180
$325,850
$221,740
$2,752,360

$1,790,560
$406,931
$254,612
$257,790
$2,709,893

90.9%
173.8%
78.1%
116.3%
98.5%

$47,250
$100,420
$105,550
$97,600
$1,003,355
$927,550
$179,050
$75,620
$126,250
$681,870
$141,865
$69,420
$104,985
$88,448
$225,021
$75,590
$62,860
$356,850

$34,979
$72,075
$58,095
$107,001
$747,886
$613,436
$191,165
$54,810
$103,329
$520,185
$137,006
$83,461
$175,373
$91,972
$220,344
$89,214
$22,170
$151,560

74.0%
71.8%
55.0%
109.6%
74.5%
66.1%
106.8%
72.5%
81.8%
76.3%
96.6%
120.2%
167.0%
104.0%
97.9%
118.0%
35.3%
42.5%

$4,469,045

$3,474,061

77.7%

St. Nicholas

Wave 2.1
Kinsley*

GOAL

AMOUNT
PLEDGED

% TO GOAL

$78,180
$80,240
$166,435
$26,810
$462,115
$1,463,700
$63,188
$63,670
$285,855
$47,000
$172,745
$104,460
$290,640
$100,220
$42,415
$103,500
$327,000
$101,300
$72,590
$149,600
$518,190
$62,915
$94,030
$129,162
$54,050

$19,800
$63,335
$6,400
$500
$3,900
$394,045
$29,140
$10,000
$71,182
$8,850
$19,700
$22,548
$58,190
$8,100
$9,370
$25,595
$83,840
$2,200
$74,370
$9,825
$100,450
$14,735
$47,400
$16,450
$2,100

25.3%
78.9%
3.8%
1.9%
0.8%
26.9%
46.1%
15.7%
24.9%
18.8%
11.4%
21.6%
20.0%
8.1%
22.1%
24.7%
25.6%
2.2%
102.5%
6.6%
19.4%
23.4%
50.4%
12.7%
3.9%

$180,643
$5,240,653

$6,000
$1,108,025

3.3%
21.1%

* The St. Nicholas, Kinsley appeal will begin in the spring
of 2018 due to the parish being in the construction phase
of their parish center building project.

•

AMOUNT
PERCENT
PLEDGED
TO GOAL
$544,641

(Wave 1 began in January, 2017)

Christ the King
St. Theresa
St. Joan of Arc
St. Anthony
St. Dominic
St. Mary
St. Helen
St. Bernadette
St. Anthony
St. Anthony
St. Mary
St. John
St. Patrick
St. Alphonsus
St. Joseph
St. Raphael
St. Joseph
Mary, Queen of Pe
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$7,836,620

Your place at the table

W

hen asked to write an article on
why my wife Ruth and I support
the “Vibrant Ministries Appeal”,
it took me three days to get enough courage to respond to the e-mail with a “Yes,
I will do it”.
The time it took to make my decision
was not based on support of the campaign--which we do whole-heartedly--but
my inner questions of Why me? I’m not a
writer; how can or what can I write?
During my morning walks and saying
my morning prayers, I asked the Blessed
Virgin for her help, Father Emil Kapaun
for strength and Father Michael McBy BILL BAALMANN
Givney for his insight on the Knights of
Past State Deputy,
Columbus principles of Charity, Unity and Vice Supreme Master,
Fraternity in relation to our fund drive.
Knights of Columbus
In retrospect, I guess it really should
have been easy to write why I support the “Vibrant Ministries Appeal” as
a Knight of Columbus member and not just because Bishop John asked
me for support of the appeal. For years I have always said the Knights of
Columbus gives Catholic men the opportunity to practice their faith and
the “Works of Mercy”. Being on the Diocesan Finance Council, I also see
firsthand the need for funds to help those in need, for education of our
Catholic beliefs, for supporting the priests who have, and are, giving their
lives in service to us, and the need for recruitment of new vocations to
the priesthood.
Most of us in the diocese don’t realize or know that our diocese is a
mission diocese, meaning we rely on grants from the Catholic Extension
Society and others to fund some of the operations of the diocese. Hopefully through our increased stewardship this will change in the future.
It is through charity that we can help those in most need, whether
it’s a drug addict seeking help, a homeless family seeking shelter or
food, saving an unwanted baby through adoption, helping an unmarried
pregnant young lady and other programs though Catholic Charities. It is
through the Charity of giving that the diocese can provide Catholic educational training and materials to our parishes. It is through Charity that
we provide funds to support our retired priests, education of our active
priests, and the recruitment of young men to study for the priesthood.
In the virtue of unity I believe we can come together as a diocese--not
as individuals, but as Catholics in union with our Holy Father living our
faith to set the example of what Catholicity means in our daily lives.
By giving of our time, talents and treasures, we are giving ourselves to
the needs of the Church.
It is through fraternity of our diocese that we can be proud of what we
can accomplish through its “Vibrant Ministries.”
By our support to each other we can be proud to call ourselves Catholic and active members of the Diocese of Dodge City. I especially encourage each man and woman to step forward and take this opportunity to
give ’till its hurts and let our Lord reward us for our efforts.
On judgment day I hope that you and I, by sharing our time, talents
and treasure, will be able to tell the Lord, as St. Paul told Timothy, “I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith.”

To donate to the Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting Our Church
Appeal, go to www.dcdiocese.org/vibrant-ministries, or
contact Mark Roth, mroth@dcdiocese.org, 620-227-1535.
If you wish to give gifts of other assets such as
grain, stocks, or bonds, please contact
Mark Roth at 620-227-1535 or
mroth@dcdiocese.org for assistance.
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A shining dew drop

I

don’t remember when I saw dew for the
first time. But it must have marked me
deeply. For it has always stopped me short
each time I’ve seen it since.
Now and again the temperature is just right,
that dewpoint comes. Now and again the
silent natural marvel is there before we know
it. Now and again, the sparkle of a mere drop
will catch an eye, will cause you to stop what
you are doing, to come closer, to drink in this
beautiful thing. Each quivering drop will take
you out of yourself … into something delightful, into something bigger, into something
more mystery-laden.

That’s why the Liturgy used this daily fact of
condensation to describe the coming of the
Lord, the mystery of the Incarnation.
Rorate coeli desuper, we sing each Advent,
Drop down dew, ye heavens from above.
He did this once and for all in the Incarnation, and he does this daily in this humbler
way, in this forming of the dew. He is a great
and hidden heaviness all around us, like the
moisture in our air. And in the Incarnation, he
left a shining drop in our world, a mere droplet, really. We delight in seeing it. We are
fascinated by it. We can’t move away from it.
But, it sends us though, in a way. That too

is one of its effects. The mere sight awakens a desire, a drive, to share it with others.
We have to tell someone. We have to show
someone. It is too beautiful to pass unseen
and unknown. We fail somehow if we do not
tell its story. Woe to me, Saint Paul said, if I
do not preach that secret revelation, that drop
the Lord showed him.
He did this once and for all, and he does this
daily, for those with eyes to see. He comes
as wet-in-the-air you can feel, even when you
cannot see it. He comes as a tiny trace on a
blade of grass, that scintillating drop, delicate,
magical, telling a story without saying a word.

Pilgrimage to Italy, March 2018
Father Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS,
parochial vicar of the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, and Norma Alvarez,
cathedral Director of Religious Education,
will lead a nine-day pilgrimage to Rome,
Assisi, Tuscany, Florence and Venice on

Help for farmers

• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll
free, 866-327-6578: Provides confidential, short-term emotional support,
advice, and qualified referrals directly to
rural families struggling with an unmet
emotional, medical, financial, or legal
need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services,
toll-free, 800-321-3276: Helps farmers,
agricultural lenders and USDA agencies
resolve disputes in a confidential and nonadversarial setting outside the traditional
legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for
Rural Kansans, toll free, 866-271-0853:
Helps farmers, ranchers, and their families to make a transition from farming and
ranching to non-farm employment.

KSgamblingHelp.com
800-522-4700
Kansas Alliance for
Responsible
Gambling

Pr�tecting G�d’s C�i�dren

T

Mary Lou Jarmer, a longtime St. Leo,
Kansas, resident, will be 90 years old on
July 29. An open house in her honor will
take place Saturday, July 22, 2-4 p.m., at
Parkwood Village, 401 Rochester, Pratt, KS
67124, where she now resides. Cards can
be mailed to Mary Lou at the Parkwood
Village address, Apt. #208. She has six
children, 10 grandchildren and 18 greatgrandchildren.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
May 28-June 7, 2018
The Basilica of St.
Francis of Assisi.
Below is Father
aneesh Parappanattu
and Norma alvarez.

Help for those with
gaming addictions

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers
who work with children to participate in a Protecting God’s
Children awareness session. Through the Diocesan Awareness
Sessions and other educational efforts of the diocese, all people
of the diocese can learn how to discuss different aspects of abuse
-- including sexual abuse -- with children and how to teach them to
protect themselves.
For an up-to-date listings of sessions, visit www.dcdiocese.org/
safe-environment.

Do you need
help with a
gambling/gaming addiction?
You’re not
alone. Don’t
wait until the
addiction
takes a serious
toll on your
life. Call for
help and join
thousands of
people who
are seeking
help for their
struggle.

Another Way

Happy Birthday,
Mary Lou Jarmer

March 3-11, 2018.
The cost for the pilgrimage is $3,000, which
includes airfare. For more information contact Proximo at (855) 842-8001, or Alvarez
at (620) 225-4802. More information will be
included in upcoming issues of the SKC.

The pilgrimage will include
visits to historic sites in Rome,
Assisi, Tuscany, Florence and
Venice.

+ Most rev.
ronald M. Gilmore
Bishop of Dodge City

F

ather John Forkuoh, pastor of St.
John the Baptist Parish in Spearville, will lead a trip to the Holy Land
from May 28 - June 7, 2018.
The trip will include the following
locations:

Jerusalem • Nazareth •
Bethlehem • Via Crucis • Cana
• Dormition • Nativity Church

Upcoming session
Garden City – English
Sunday, August 20, 2017; 1-4 p.m.
St. Dominic Parish Center
615 J.C. St., Garden City, KS 67846
Contact Person: Sr. Myra Arney (620)
276-3500; PGC Facilitator: Cherry Deges
(620) 338-7501

abuse Hotline

• Capernaum • Last Supper •
Getsemani • Tel Aviv.

The price is discounted at $3,800
and includes Mass each day, airfare,
4-5 star hotels, breakfast and dinner,
tips, taxes, etc. Call 855-842-8001 in
order to sign up and ask any questions
you have. You can also e-mail sandi@
proximotravel.com.

If you or someone you know may have been a victim of sexual
abuse by clergy, an employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Dodge
City, you are asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412 home; dsnapp3@
starrtech.net. You always have the right to directly contact the
Department for Children and Families/Kansas Protection Report
Center: Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.
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Decade-long devotion to saints leads to one incredible moment
By Dave Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
athan Schaller came to my office at the Catholic
chancery in Dodge City to discuss the beatification of Oklahoma priest Father Stanley Rother,
which he will be attending in September.
But before he would leave the chancery, Schaller
would be given a surprise that he never could have
imagined.
The conversation would stray widely from Father
Rother. How could it not when Schaller, 25, speaks
with the authority of a leading expert on saints and
the process of becoming a saint?
Schaller, 25, has had a devotion—one might say
a healthy obsession—with saints and the process of
becoming a saint since he was 14 years old.
“I was visiting the amazing Basilica of St. Fidelis in
Victoria,” he said. “Everything was very beautiful. I
looked over and saw a newspaper announcing that
the cause for canonization of Kansas priest Father
Emil Kapaun would be initiated in two weeks, on
June 29, 2008.
“After I viewed the church, we went next door to
the gift shop where the parish office is located. The
secretary asked me if I had seen the article, and told
me that she had known Father Kapaun when she was
a little girl. She had lived down the road from Father
Kapaun’s family farm.
“Ever since then, I’ve been interested in everything
about sainthood causes,” he said.
To listen to Schaller share his interest in the saints
is a bit like listening to someone recite a Catholic
encyclopedia. The facts come fast.
“The first time I ever watched a beatification ceremony or a canonization ceremony was back in 2008.
It was on my mother’s birthday, and it was televised
from the Basilica of Therese of Lisieux. The beatification was of her parents, Louis and Marie-Azélie
Martin, who are now the first canonized married
laypeople of the Catholic Church.
“The most historical beatification ceremony that
took place in the United States was that of Blessed
Miriam Teresa Demjanovich of the Sisters of Charity
in Convent Station in New Jersey,” he added.
“Another person who is being considered is former
Missouri slave Julia Greeley. The first African American priest Augustus Tolton, another former slave, also

N

is from Missouri and is buried in Quincy, Ill. When he
first started as a seminarian, the other seminarians
wouldn’t accept him because of segregation.
“When he returned from Rome after his ordination, he built a church for the African American community. He went through a lot of rough times. Just
recently his sainthood cause went forward, and he
should be declared venerable soon.” (“Venerable”
is one of four stages of becoming a saint. The first
is being declared a “Servant of God,” the second
is “venerable,” the third is “beatification” and the
fourth is “canonization.”)
Schaller talked about Saints Elizabeth Ann Seton,
Mother Cabrini, Father Solanus Casey, Katherine
Drexel, Kateri Tekakwitha, Father Damien, Marianne
Kolb, Maria Faustina, Padre Pio, Josemaria Escrivá,
and Pope John Paul II.
It’s when you ask who his favorite saint is that he
pauses for a moment. It’s then that you can see that
Schaller’s interest in all saints goes far beyond his
encyclopedic knowledge—it delves into the heart and
soul of the individual saint.
“St. Theresa of Calcutta,” he says with a smile. “Her
zeal and her heroic care of the poor of Calcutta and
helping them get medicine and free help.... She was
in fact a real [living] saint.
“What really moves me is their good sense of
helping people—through difficult times, through
sickness...”-- just as Father Rother had been doing in
Guatemala when he was martyred in 1981.
Schaller stops for a moment and considers again his
answer to the question of his favorite saint.
“All saints are my favorite,” he says with a smile.
With this, the conversation goes back to Father
Rother, then just as quickly to Kansas-born priest,
Father Emil Kapaun: “Hopefully, one day here in
Kansas, Father Kapaun will be canonized. But only
God knows when he will be made a saint in the
Church. He was a very, very holy person. He was a
heroic person who fought for our country and died
to save others.”
Before Schaller leaves the Catholic Chancery in
Dodge City, he asks to visit the archives in the basement where diocesan archivist Tim Wenzl is hard at
work. Schaller is looking for information on Bishop
Fulton Sheen’s (another possible saint-to-be) visit
to the diocese in 1974, and anything about Father

Beatification of

Servant of God
Father Stanley Rother
Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017
10 a.m. Cox Convention Center
Oklahoma City

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Free Admission
Tickets not required

Photo by Dave Myers

Nathan Schaller, a parishioner at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe in Dodge City, holds a special chalice while
visiting the Catholic Chancery in Dodge City.
Kapaun.
Wenzl walks over to the archives room and retrieves a small
black case. He sets it down in front of Schaller, opens it, and lifts
from it a sacred item.
Schaller peers at it like a miner who has suddenly discovered a
vein of gold.
“It’s okay to pick it up,” Wenzl says.
Schaller is stunned to silence. He stares reverently at the item and
whispers, “I can’t believe I’m holding Father Kapaun’s chalice.”

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
releases trailer for new doc on
Father Stanley Rother

T

he Archdiocese of Oklahoma
City has released the trailer
for a new documentary on
Father Stanley Rother, the first
U.S.-born martyr and priest to
hold that title, who will be beatified this September.
The archdiocese hired a local
film company and Oklahoma
filmmaker Derek Watson to
produce the documentary.
Watson is the filmmaker
who produced “Sewing Hope,”
an award-winning documentary about Sister Rosemary
Nyirumbe, a Catholic nun with
Oklahoma ties. The film shares
the story of Nyirumbe’s courageous efforts to help hundreds
of women victimized by Joseph
Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army
in Uganda.
From the unassuming town
of Okarche, Oklahoma, Father

Stanley became a missionary
priest in Guatemala during a violent period of civil war. His name
on a death list, Father Stanley
came back to Oklahoma for a
brief period, but soon returned
to his people, because “the
shepherd cannot run at the first
sign of danger,” he famously
said in a letter to home.
Father Stanley was killed in
1981, so several of the people
telling his story in the documentary knew him personally.
Father Stanley was officially
declared a martyr by Pope
Francis in December 2016. His
beatification will take place on
September 23, 2017 at the Cox
Convention Center in Oklahoma
City.
To view the trailer, go to
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CqAm3IoRI1o.

COMMeNtarY
St. Christopher Magallanes
A national ‘worry-o-rama’
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editor’s Note: I dug out this column about
my old pickup (which I long since donated
to Smoky Hills Public TV), written during
the economic recession of 2010. It addresses, in a way, a question with which
I’ve wrestled much of my life, that of how
I can place my fears and concerns of tomorrow into the hands of our loving lord.

I

was driving to work the other day when I
saw smoke billowing out from under my
hood. A light flashed red on my instrument panel and I noticed that the heat
gauge was on “well done.” I pulled over on
the highway, opened the hood and found
myself enveloped in a thick fog, not unlike
you might find in London … or in my head
following a staff meeting.
My antifreeze — mixed with “stop-leak”
that very morning — had erupted all over
my engine.
Knowing what I do about engines, I decided after several minutes of careful consideration that what had occurred was not good.
I did the first thing I always do in a crisis
situation, I ate a mini-Three Musketeers bar.
I would need sustenance if I would survive
this dire predicament.
I glanced at my engine and peered out
over the vast horizon that is Kansas. I had
never really gazed out over the wheat fields
of Kansas, I thought. Then a moment later I
realized, yes I had, lots of times.
Several more minutes passed and I eventually realized that doing nothing was not
a viable solution, and that doing something
would be the wiser path to take. I closed the
hood, got in the truck and turned the key.
Oddly enough, I knew just how my
radiator felt. Only 12 hours earlier, I, too
was fighting a high temperature amid a
hard fought battle with stomach flu, during which I did my own fair share of erup--.
(Sorry. That’s gross.) In fact, I was still feeling extremely weak as I pulled over on the
highway that morning. Unfortunately, it was
deadline day. I planned to slip into the office
quietly and quickly, put the paper to bed,
then go back home and put me to bed.
You see, friends, I am like the postman.
Neither wind nor rain nor risk of barfing will
keep me from getting the SKR to press. And
for that you are welcome!
After my pickup sat for a several minutes,
simmering on the highway, the engine
started. My truck was able to hold its fluid
the rest of the way to work. Much like myself. (Sorry again.)
Once the newspaper was sent to press
and I arrived back home, I refilled the
radiator. It was very thirsty. I filled and filled
and filled and it never seemed to get full.
It didn’t occur to me that it had a massive
leak. (I have a habit of not having things
occur to me until at least three days after it
would have done me any good.) By the next
morning there was a river of antifreeze so
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by Dave Myers
Editor

deep in my garage that I had to wear flippers and a snorkel to get to my truck. I’m
getting a new radiator in two days. And a
new temperature gauge and fuel filter. At
203,000 miles, I figure the ol’ girl is due.
Oh, and new flippers.

TWO Days LaTer
I like to think that everything we say
and do and experience—even automotive break-downs—is a thought that
goes through God’s mind. My truck
broke down and God knew it. And he
knows that I’m worried, as you are,
about the economy, about major unexpected expenditures, about maybe
losing my job.
Ninety-nine percent of the time, that
for which we worry never comes to pass.
But that doesn’t stop me from turning
worry into an art form. (I was named
“1997 Worry Champion of Arvada, Colo.”
for which I received the “Warty”.)
Especially in times like these, when
that one percent blossoms into reality for
countless people, do our lives become a
sort of worry-o-rama.
When bad things happen, whether it’s
something relatively minor like having
your car break down, or much more
serious such as losing your job, learning you have a terrible disease, or losing
someone you love — the event can draw
us closer to the mystery of God. What
leaves us shaken often stirs our faith.
It sheds us of our security blanket and
leaves us again realizing that we have
no more control over our lives than a
newborn child, and that we really, truly
are in God’s hands.
A few days after my breakdown, I
handed my mechanic $550. A lot of
money, but, fortunately I had that much
in savings. I’m going to be fine, I repeated
to myself like a mantra as he handed me
the receipt.
And then this:
As I walked out of the shop, my mechanic really did say to me, “Dave, have
you noticed that your transmission
sounds a little … off?”
A forest of worry starts with a little
seed. Our greatest consolation is knowing that there is a master gardener at
work, always ready to do some landscaping. All we need do is place those worries, whether they be a seed or a forest
stretching over the horizon, into his
loving hands.
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A

n armed rebellion erupted in
Mexico in the 1920s because
of severe anticlerical laws.
Holy Ones of
“Cisternos” was the name chosen
Our Time
by the rebels when they placed
themselves under the care of Christ
By Sister Irene
the King. The response of the govHartman, OP
ernment was terrible persecution.
Priests and laity were thought to
be part of the rebellion and were
arrested and killed. Among them
was Christopher Magallanes.
He was born in Jalisco, Mexico, in
1869, entered the seminary at 19,
and was ordained at the age of 30.
He became pastor of several successive villages and finally went back
to his home town to evangelize the
indigenous Huichol people.
The government soon closed all
seminaries, even the one in which
he had been trained in Guadalajara.
Father Christopher opened another
seminary in his parish where he
preached against the rebellion. He
was arrested on his way to celebrate
Mass at a nearby farm. He was sentenced to death without a trial and
accused of fostering the rebellion.
Four days later on May 25, 1927,
Father Christopher was shot. As he
comforted a second priest, he said,
“Be calm, my son, only for a moment,
and then on to heaven.”
Saint Christopher “Crostóbal”
Magallanes was canonized in 2000. st. Christopher Magallanes; 1869-1927

“I am innocent and I die innocent. I forgive with all my
heart those responsible for my death, and I ask God
that the shedding of my blood serve the peace of our
divided Mexico.” -- Saint Christopher “Cristóbal” Magallanes

DURING THE FORTY YEARS OF WANDERING IN
THE DESERT, THERE WASN‛T MUCH TO READ.
.

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

July 16, 2017

Page 7

Celebrating
Sisters

Jubilarians
bring an
amazing
grace
to the
diocese

A LIFETIME OF DEVOTION: These Sisters celebrating at least six decades of service to God and God’s people
include (back row) Sister Diane Traffas (65 years), Sister Judith Lindell (60), Sister Mary Lou Desena (60); Front
row: Sister Anita Schugart (60), Sister Elaine Osborne (60)

By Sister Elaine Osborne OP
he summer Jubilee celebration at the Great
Bend Motherhouse included five jubilarians who were celebrating 65 or 60 years of
profession.
Time was provided for leisurely congratulations before the joyous celebration of sung
Evening Praise in which the jubilarians renewed
their vows.
Sister Diane Traffas preached during the
service, sharing in her homily the story of a merchant transporting a precious diamond, and a
jewel thief who unsuccessfully tried to steal it.
When she asked for a response from the other
jubilarians, they reflected on their own precious
diamonds held always safely treasured in their
hearts throughout their whole lives.
A festive banquet followed in the dining
room, with time to visit and once again congratulate all the jubilarians for their faithful service
for a total of 305 years of ministry among the
People of God.

60 years professed

65 years professed

60 years professed

T

Sister Diane Traffas OP
Sister Diane was born in Zenda, Kansas and at
the age of 14 entered the Dominican Sisters of
Great Bend. Her first ministry was teaching in
elementary parochial schools for 15 years with
another 15 years as principal. She was a teaching missionary in Nigeria during the NigeriaBiafran War and when back in the States gave
25 years to health care, 14 of which were in
administration in the large healthcare system of
Catholic Health Initiatives.
She was on the leadership team when the
congregation became part of seven Dominican congregations who formed the Dominican
Sisters of Peace. Her current ministry is working in the Center for Dominican Studies at Ohio
Dominican University in Columbus, Ohio. She
finds both religious commitment and day-to-day
living a true enjoyment.
All four of the 60th jubilarians reside and
minister in various facets of local living at the
Motherhouse in Great Bend.

Sister Mary Lou Desena OP
Sister Mary Lou, born in Waterbury, Connecticut, spent 15 years as
a cloistered Dominican Sister in North
Guilford, Connecticut. While professed there, she went to East Africa
to give five years to the establishment
of Corpus Christi Monastery for native
Kenyan women.
After returning to the states, she
still felt the persistent desire to serve
in health care, especially in hospitals
– a ministry not available to cloistered
Dominican Sisters. She searched in
several active Sisters’ congregations
in the United States and ultimately
transferred to the Dominican Sisters
in Great Bend. There she fulfilled her
heart’s desire by serving 45 years in
hospital nursing and in other forms of
healthcare.
Sister Judith Lindell OP
Born in Burbank, California, Sister
Judith lived there long enough to
go to kindergarten. Then the family
moved to Richardson, North Dakota
for her first and second grades; then
to a farm in Rice County, Kansas. She
went to one-room and two-room

schools for third grade through sixth.
Sister Judith’s family still had one
more move -- to Wichita, where at
the School of the Magdalen she met
Dominican Sisters who taught the 7th
and 8th grades.
Sister Judith started her teaching
career in 1958 in the grade schools of
Sharon, Garden City, and Great Bend.
Her high school teaching years were
in Manhattan and in Great Bend at
the Convent’s Immaculate Conception
High School.
In 1957 Sister Judith began her ministry in the Great Bend Dominicans’
finance office, a ministry she has held
for 45 years of service and still going
strong.

60 years professed

Sister Elaine Osborne OP
Sister Elaine was born in Shattuck,
Okla. She went to grade school in
Shattuck until her family moved to
Wichita, where she met Sister Judith
and the Dominican Sisters of Great
Bend who taught in the School of the
Magdalen.
Following the 8th grade, the two of
them went to the Sisters’ Prep School
and then entered the community.
These two Sisters have been friends

for the entire 60 years that they have
celebrated together.
Sister Elaine taught in grades one to
10 in Catholic schools of Kansas and
Oklahoma for 23 years, and spent a
short time teaching in the Sisters’ mission in Nigeria.
In 1980 she came to the Motherhouse to serve in secretarial and communications, a ministry she has held
since that time.

60 years professed

Sister Anita Schugart OP
Sister Anita was born at the first St.
Rose Hospital in Great Bend. She has
a life-long connection with central
and western Kansas, where her ministerial history has been concentrated.
She taught in parochial schools in
both Great Bend and Wichita, but
the main focus of her ministry has
been health care. She served as the
hospital administrator at St. Catherine
Hospital in Garden City for many
years, and then was the founder
and Director of Heartland Center for
Wholistic Health in Great Bend until
her retirement.

Sister Diane Traffas, OP, was serving in Nigeria during the Nigeria-Biafran
War, which pitted the government of Nigeria against the secessionist state
of Biafra. The war resulted in more than 100,000 military casualties, and
the starvation of between 500,000 and 2 million Biafrans (due largely to a
military blockade by the Nigerian government). As the violent war waged,
Sister Diane bravely continued to serve those in need.
-- Part of the preceding comes from Wikipedia
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From Mexico City to Dodge City

Missionary of Charity ... Superior visits her ‘Sisters’

L

as Misioneras de la Caridad de
María Inmaculada sirven en
dos parroquias de la Diócesis de
Dodge City. La Hermana María
Elena Martínez-Sifuentes sirve como
Ministro Pastoral en la Parroquia de
San Alfonso, Satanta, y la Hermana
Consuelo García-Sifuentes sirve como
Ministro Pastoral para Hispanos en
San Antonio de Padua, Liberal. La
Hermana Basilia Torres-Uribe está
en residencia con las hermanas en
Satanta. Recientemente la Hermana
Hortencia Rodríguez, superiora de la
congregación, hizo una visita oﬁcial
a las hermanas. Fue acompañada
por la Hermana Teresa García y la
Hermana Luisa Márquez. La casa
madre de la congregación está en el
D.F. El 15 de junio, el Obispo John B.
Brungardt invitó a las hermanas para
una Misa y comida en la Cancillería
Católica organizada por la Hermana
(Left to right) Missionaries of Charity of Mary immaculate sister basilia Torres, sister Angela Erevia, MCDP.
Luisa Márquez, sister Hortencia rodríguez (MCMi superior), bishop John b. brungardt,
sister Teresa García, sister Consuelo Garcia, sister María elena Martínez.

Sister Petrona Stockemer, OP, dies
after more than 80 years a Sister

S

ister Petrona Stockemer, 98, died
Sunday, June 25, 2017, in the Dominican Sisters’ convent infirmary,
Great Bend. Born Sept. 22, 1918, in Cunningham, as Dolores Katherine Stockemer,
Sister Petrona was the daughter of the
late Peter and Katherine (Fischer) Stockemer. She entered the Dominican Sisters’
Community Aug. 21, 1933, and pronounced her first vows Aug. 10, 1936. She
celebrated 80 years of religious profession
in 2016.
Sister Petrona gave her entire early ministerial life to elementary teaching in the
dioceses of Wichita and Dodge City, and
in Lincoln, Nebraska. After her librarian
certification she was the librarian at Trinity High School in Hutchinson, altogether
A teacher in elementary and second- nearly 60 years in education. During that
ary schools of the Dioceses of Wichita time she received awards for her exceland Dodge City, Kansas, and Lincoln, lence in teaching, one as outstanding
Nebraska, for almost 50 years, sis- Secondary Educator of America and one
ter Petrona also served as principal for recognition of her 35 years of service
during 12 of those years. a certified as a teacher in the Wichita Diocese. She
librarian, she also served in that ca- retired to the motherhouse in 2006.
Sister Petrona is survived by her Dominipacity for more than 10 years. in 1975
can
Sisters of Peace Community and her
she received an Outstanding secondcousins.
Her blood sister, Sister Malachy
ary educator of america award.
Stockemer, preceded her in death.
Sister Petrona’s body was brought to the hospitality area of the Dominican
Chapel of the Plains, 3600 Broadway, Great Bend on June 26, 2017, where it lay in
state until the Liturgy of Christian Burial Wednesday, June 28, 2017, with Father
Don Bedore presiding. A wake service was held June 27, 2017, at the convent.
Burial was in the Sisters’ Resurrection Cemetery.
Memorials in honor of Sister Petrona may be sent to: Dominican Sisters of Peace, 2320 Airport Dr, Columbus OH 43219-2098 or sent securely to
OPPeace.org.

Thank you, dear and precious lord, for the gifts that Sister
Petrona Stockemer and Sister Denise Sevart brought to the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, and to all whom they served
during their lives of devotion to you and your children.

S

ister Hortencia Rodríguez, superior of
the Missionaries of Charity of Mary Immaculate (MCMI), recently traveled from
the motherhouse in Mexico City to southwest Kansas to make an official visit to her
Sisters serving in the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City.
On June 15, Bishop John B. Brungardt invited the sisters for Mass and a meal at the
Catholic Chancery arranged by Sister Angela
Erevia, MCDP.
Sister Rodríguez was accompanied by Sister Teresa Garcia and Sister Luisa Márquez.
The Missionaries of Charity of Mary Immaculate serve in two parishes of the
Diocese of Dodge City. Sister Maria Elena
Martínez-Sifuentes serves as Pastoral Minister at St. Alphonsus Church, Satanta, and
Sister Consuelo García-Sifuentes serves as
Hispanic Pastoral Minister at St. Anthony of
Padua, Liberal. Sister Basilia Torres-Uribe
is in residence with the sisters in Satanta.
The motherhouse of the congregation is in
Mexico City.

Sister Denise Sevart, CSJ,
librarian, archivist, remembered

S

ister Denise Sevart, former librarian at St. Mary of the Plains College and archivist for the both the
Diocese of Dodge City and the Diocese
of Wichita, died June 13, 2017 at Marian Hall West in Wichita. The Mass of
Christian burial was celebrated at Mt.
St. Marys’ Covent. Father Joseph Gile,
chaplain, and Father Michael Peltzer, pastor at St. Joan of Arc, Harper,
concelebrated. Burial was in the Sisters’
cemetery.
Sister Denise (Theresa Marie), 89,
was born May 15, 1928, in St. Paul,
Kansas, the fourth of six children born
to Albert Sevart and Louise Vohs Sevart.
She began her education at St. Francis Elementary School and continued
through High School in St. Paul. She
entered the Congregation of St. Joseph
as a postulant on Sept. 8, 1946. On
March 19, 1947 she received the habit,
professing final vows July 26, 1952.
During those early years she took
Normal Training classes at Mt. St.
Mary’s in Wichita, preparing herself
for a career of teaching. This was
followed through the years with
attendance at Sacred Heart Junior
College in Wichita, Ft. Hays State
College, Kansas State College in
Pittsburg, and then completing her
master’s degree in Library Science at
Emporia State University.
Her teaching career began in the
elementary schools of the Diocese of
Wichita, eventually becoming a school
librarian in Pittsburg, Wichita and
Derby. Library work was to become
her passion, eventually leading her to
St. Mary of the Plains College in Dodge
City (1968-1983). There she was both a
librarian and faculty member, teaching
library science.
During that time she was invited by
Bishop Eugene J. Gerber of Dodge City
to organize the archives for the diocese. When Bishop Gerber was moved

sister Denise sevart, CsJ, died June
13, 2017. she was a former librarian
at st. Mary of the Plains College, and
an archivist for the dioceses of Dodge
City and Wichita.

to Wichita she became Vice-Chancellor/Archivist for the Diocese of
Wichita from 1983-1990.
She completed her Librarian/
Archivist career at Mt. St. Mary
Convent where she tended both
collections of the congregation.
Her retirement years were spent in
Marian Hall at the local center of the
Congregation of Sisters of St. Joseph
in Wichita.
Her parents and siblings preceded
her in death. In addition to her
Sisters in the Congregation, she is
survived by numerous nieces and
nephews.
Memorial contributions in her
name may be made to Dear Neighbor Ministries, Inc., StepStone or to
the Retirement Fund of the Sisters of
St. Joseph, 3700 E. Lincoln, Wichita,
KS 67218.
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For the love of history

S

ister Denise Sevart died June 13,
2017, completing 89 years of history on this earth. She had the
distinction of serving both the Diocese of
Dodge City and the Diocese of Wichita as
archivist.
I met Sister Denise in 1981 after Msgr.
George Husmann, then pastor of Sacred
Heart Cathedral, hired me to write the
centennial history of the parish. My only
instruction from Msgr. Husmann was,
“The archives are across the street.”
Sister Denise was a great help in
providing research documents and
photographs that eventually led to the
publication of “Mission to Cathedral, the
Centennial of Sacred Heart Parish, Dodge
City.”
With that book project began a mentorship that has extended 36 years.
Other book projects followed, and Sister
Denise always made the treasurers in the
archives available to me.
I was actually living in St. Louis, Mo.,
when Father Jack Maes called in 1983,
asking me to write the history of St.
Joseph’s Parish in Ashland. I needed
to travel back to southwest Kansas to
work on that book, first spending a week
at the rectory in Ashland, going out to
conduct interviews with older parishioners and then spending another week in
Dodge City to look through materials in
the diocesan archives.
While I was in Dodge City, Sister Denise
offered the hospitality of lodging on the
fourth floor of Kennedy Hall at St. Mary
of the Plains College. Each morning I
would join Sister Denise, Sister Simeon
Pivonka and Sister Fidel Marie Sauceda
for breakfast in the kitchen of their
apartment on the third floor at Kennedy.
One morning Sister Fidel Marie answered
my knock on the door with the greeting,
“Good morning, Sister Timothy.” That
kind nickname let me know I was indeed
welcome. The breakfast and laughter
were a great way to start the day.
After a long day, I joined Sister Simeon
and Sister Denise in the garden east of
Kennedy Hall where they grew a variety
of vegetables for the Sisters living in
the different apartments. It was my first
experience eating kohlrabi and asparagus
spears fresh from the garden.
When Sister Denise left Dodge City to
become the Vice Chancellor/Archivist
for the Diocese of Wichita in 1983, I was
aware that she was leaving an important
project. Sister Denise had initiated indexing the local articles about the diocese
and parishes that appeared in the Catholic Advance and the Southwest Kansas

Register from the time the diocese was
established in 1951. Before she left, she
had indexed those articles from the hardbound volumes in the archives vault from
1951 to 1958. Her departure from Dodge
City was an opportunity for employment
and to continue this work. I did not know
it at the time, but
the index would
provide a valuable
research tool that
assisted me in all of
my book projects
that followed.
Even in Wichita,
Sister Denise continued to assist me.
One will remember
that the territory
now defined as the
Diocese of Dodge
City was included
in the Diocese of
Wichita prior to
1951. I now had a
friend and mentor
as the archivist in
the “home” diocese.
I can’t place a
value on Sister
Denise’s encouragement throughout
the years. Her kind
words were nourishment and provided additional
energy for some major projects.
Both she and Sister Cecilia Bush,
former St. Mary of the Plains College president and an editor of the
Catholic Advance, had a major role
in reading my manuscripts for “A
Legacy of Faith, A History of the
Diocese of Dodge City,” and “Priests
on the Prairie,” a diocesan necrology. In addition to their editorial and
proofreading skills, these two devoted women manually indexed the 225
page “Legacy” book. They did that for
no compensation, but for the love of
history.
I was able to talk with Sister Denise
on her birthday, May 15. She asked
about my kids and my projects. I
told her I was about to dedicate a
solid year in writing a book about all
the colonies, settlements and towns
in Kansas that had Catholic place
names. She and I started reciting a
litany of those places. I told her that
I have a list of more than 300. She
said, “Oh, Tim you have to write that
book.” I will, Sister, with your help!
I’ll still need your prayers.

“after a long day, i joined sister simeon and sister
Denise tending the garden east of Kennedy Hall,
where they grew a variety of vegetables for the
sisters living in the different apartments. it was
my first experience eating kohlrabi and asparagus
spears fresh from the garden.”
-- Tim Wenzl

Mining The Archives
sister Denise sevart served the
diocese as archivist from 1980 to
1983, coming to the chancery on
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons
after completing her daily library
and teaching responsibilities at st.
Mary of the Plains College.

By Tim
Wenzl
Archivist
Emeritus,
Catholic
Diocese
of Dodge City
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Convocation participants discuss importance of

Getting to know you

Thirteen local Catholics among 3,700 people attending national gathering
“We heard over
and over the importance of personal invitation
and listening to
people’s stories.
How else can we
bring others to
Christ unless we
know their story?”

O

WHAT IS
the Convocation of
Catholic Leaders?

A

little over five years ago, the
Catholic bishops in the United
States called for a “National
Convocation” that would “convene,
challenge, and motivate Catholic leaders to embrace the full vision of what it
means to be Catholic and fully engaged
in the Church’s mission of evangelization and to proclaim the Church’s vision
of the human person.”
In other words, the bishops want a
Church of missionary disciples to spread
the Gospel to their communities.
The “Convocation of Catholic Leaders:
The Joy of the Gospel in America” was
an unprecedented, one-time gathering
to discuss evangelization in the life of
the U.S. Church.

What was the goal?

-- Sister Janice
Grochowsky, CSJ, JCL

rlando, Fla. -- It’s been nearly four
years since Pope Francis released
his apostolic exhortation, Evangelii
gaudium, or “The Joy of the Gospel.” But
what does it look like to truly live out the
Joy of the Gospel in the United States?
That was the question behind an
unprecedented gathering of Catholic
leaders from around the country this
summer.
On July 1-4 in Orlando, hundreds of
bishops joined with thousands of Catholic
leaders from around the country to
participate in “The Convocation of Catholic
Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in America,”
a four-day conference to share experiences
about the Church engaging with modern
U.S. culture.
Among those attending from the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City were (pictured
above, left to right) Father Robert Schremmer, Vicar General, Gentry Heimerman,
Director of Young Adult Ministries, Coleen
Stein, Associate Director of Pastoral
Ministry Formation, Mike Stein of Dodge
City, Donna Staab of Great Bend, Eric
Haselhorst, Director of Stewardship, Sister
Janice Grochowsky, CSJ, JCL, chancellor,
Patricia Lujan of Ulysses, David Borho of
Pratt, Clarissa Carrillo of Liberal, Father
Jacob Schneider, Father Ted Stoecklein,
Assistant Vocation Director, and Omar
Alvarez of Dodge City.
As Director of Stewardship, Haselhorst’s
job is to bring people into the Church,
and to bring people already in the Church
into a closer communion with Christ.
The convocation “emphasized the need
for invitation,” he said, and for forming
relationships “with those in and out of the
Church….”
This is a theme that would be echoed
throughout the convocation, especially
in light of a startling statistic. According
to Auxiliary Bishop Robert E. Barron of
Los Angeles, for each Catholic who joins
the Church, six leave the Church. And the
number of those—Catholic and otherwise-who claim no religious affiliation even if
they were Catholic—is growing.
Clarissa Carrillo explained that the focus

  

on “unity” and “building relationships”
made her realize how important it is to
“have a Church that listens. It is important
to understand that we are all the Church,
that if we listen and truly try to build relationships with people, we all become
bridges, evangelizers, who can walk together and bring back those who might
feel disengaged, lost or might feel that for
some reason, they don’t fit in our Church.
We should never forget about mercy, and
God’s love for everyone.”
Coleen Stein said that authentic
communication is one of the keys to
reaching people in or out of the Church. In
her work with Pastoral Ministry Formation,
Stein engages with those adults seeking to
further their knowledge about the Catholic
Church.
“I went to a breakout session on ‘Sharing Christ’s story, sharing our story’. It said
that ‘the parts of our stories that we most
want to edit out are the parts of our story
we don’t like, but those are the parts that
make us authentic.’
“It’s important to tell the stories about
yourself that you don’t like,” she said. In
doing so, we create a “me, too” story;
“Everybody can relate to a ‘me, too’ story.
That happened to me, too.”
It brings people together; it elicits communication. It gives one the feeling of being
heard. It unifies. It makes one feel good to
know they’re not alone.
“People don’t care how much you know,
until they know how much you care,” she
said, quoting from the convocation.
Following a retreat format, each day
started and ended with group prayer. Mass
was celebrated daily in the hotel ballroom,
and there were plenty of scheduled times
for the sacrament of reconciliation and
private prayer in a large room turned into
an adoration chapel.
Many of the keynote sessions took the
form of pep talks encouraging delegates
to share their faith boldly with the world
at large and within their own families and
parishes. The numerous breakout sessions
provided the working aspect of the gathering: closely examining what the church is

doing and where it can do more.
Heimerman has a unique challenge in his
job with the diocese—to make the Church
vibrant and exciting to young adults.
“I was struck by the diversity as well as
the universality of our Church in America,”
he said. “We have an opportunity to model
dialogue, respect for differences, and
prayerful unity for the rest of the ever-globalizing world.”
For Sister Janice Grochowsky , “meeting,
praying, listening and having discussions
with more than 3,000 Catholics was a oncein-lifetime experience. This Convocation
was called for and organized by the bishops
of the United States, and many bishops took
part in the various sessions. They were
given the opportunity to hear from Catholics
from throughout the country and to listen
to their hopes and concerns.
“The call to become a Missionary Disciple
is a bold call,” she said. “We heard over and
over the importance of personal invitation
and listening to people’s stories. How else
can we bring others to Christ unless we
know their story?”
Father Stoecklein had an interesting
experience when a drug-sniffing Labrador
at the airport got wind of the priest’s
Labrador, Dug, whose scent was on the
unsuspecting priest. When the dog paid
particular attending to Father Stoecklein,
so did his handler, until the situation was
explained and all was well.
“For years the United States bishops have
been planning to bring such a diverse group
of Catholic leaders together to dialogue
and grow in unity when there has been
much division,” Father Stoecklein said.
“Pope Francis’s encyclical Evangelii
Gaudium is a perfect gathering point
for all Catholics today. I am honored
and encouraged to be a part of such a
dialogue.”
“It was a joy-filled experience to be
sure,” said Donna Staab. Approximately
“3,700 Catholics, laity and clergy, gathered
to pray, to consider opportunities and
challenges we all share; ask ourselves hard
questions; to discern our personal and
collective responses to the Holy Father’s

To bring together Catholic leaders
to talk about what it means to be missionary disciples right now and to act
on it.
The framework was: What are the
challenges Catholics face? What does it
mean to be missionary disciples in the
midst of it? How do Catholics go to the
peripheries? And then action, action,
action.
People who are in the country doing
similar things were in the same space
together.
The whole point is that whatever they
learned comes back home — whoever
they meet, whatever contacts, whatever they bring back, whatever synergy
— they bring it back to the diocese. This
is about the renewal of dioceses, and
parishes, etc.
call to be missionary disciples.
“I am a well-grounded person, but I
found myself floating in the top-half of the
room much of the time. I flew home, and
I didn’t really even need an airplane. I am
so grateful for the invitation to be part of
this team.”
When asked about his experiences,
cathedral cantor Mike Stein was reminded
of a discussion about Pope Francis’s call
to all faithful to be missionary disciples:
“Bishop Malone [of Buffalo, New York], said
that ‘we are not lone rangers, we work in
community.’”
Another quote Stein was reminded of
came in the “homily by Cardinal Dolan of
New York City at the opening Mass. He
said that we ‘must not allow bad news
and problems to overwhelm us, rather, we
must live with joy!’”
“Being able to attend the Catholic
Convocation was an experience of a
lifetime,” Patty Lujan said. “It is truly breathtaking how beautiful our Catholic Church
is. I was able to renew my excitement for
the great work that God is waiting for us to
fulfill. I am beyond excited to be working
with this great team of leaders as we begin
to fulfill God’s work in our diocese. I can
truly say that I am beyond proud to be part
of the Dodge City Diocese.”
Contributing to this article was Dave Myers, as well as Catholic News Agency and
Catholic News Service.

COMMeNtarY
A mother talks about her son’s decision to enter the seminary
The Southwest Kansas Catholic

By ANN CARLIN
Catholic Advance
Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted with permission from the Catholic
Advance, the newspaper of the Catholic
Diocese of Wichita.
hen our son, the newly ordained
Father Jacob Carlin, entered
seminary right out of high school
in August 2010, a flood of emotions came
upon me. He was barely 18 years old, our
youngest child, and going away to study!
It was a long and emotional ride home
for me after moving him into his dorm
room. I cried leaving our child in what
seemed like a world away.
We really did not know what God had
in store for him. We only knew that we
needed to support him in whatever direction the Lord led him. We assured him
that if this is where God called him, we
were 100 percent behind that call. If he
did discern out of seminary, we wanted
him to know it was not failure but listening to the direction of God.
Jacob continued to feel that seminary was where he needed to be.
But I remember once when he really
questioned this call. It was then that
his spiritual director told him to give it
his all, and if God really wanted him to
leave, he would know that it was God’s
wish and not his own human doubts.
Over time, we watched as he became
happier. While I wrestled with the dif-
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Father Jacob Carlin with his parents, Keith and ann Carlin, and bishop
Carl a. Kemme. The Carlins are members of st. Catherine of siena Parish in Wichita.
Advance photo
ficulty of letting go of my child to the
I’m glad I did so one Saturday morning.
big family of the Catholic Church, it was I learned there that these feelings and
obvious that he was finding contentstruggles were normal. We prayed the
ment – in its purest form – in serving
rosary for our sons followed by a time of
God and his people.
fellowship. What a grace and comfort to
It was a different sort of letting go. We
find that I was not alone and other famialready had two married children who
lies had similar concerns.
had moved on and were raising families.
Yes, having a son become a priest is a
Letting go of Jacob was difficult. It was
sacrifice, but I admit that anything worth
and still is a process. There is a group
doing usually requires sacrifice. While
called Mothers of Diocesan Seminarcarrying and laboring to bring a child into
ians, MODS. As I assumed I was alone in
the world is truly sacrificial, the joy that
my struggles, I was reluctant to attend.
comes from that experience is indescrib-

able. As I reflect on Father Jacob’s ordination, First Mass of Thanksgiving at St.
Catherine’s, Masses in our home and at
the IHM Convent, I can honestly say that
the peace I have experienced is equally
indescribable.
I will continue to rely on the grace
of God as I travel down this road, but I
know without a doubt now that this is
our son’s calling. He is filled with pure
joy! His true happiness is found in the
priesthood. The pain of letting go has all
been worth it. It was and will continue
to be a process, but the contentment I
know Father Jacob has in following this
call is enough for me to trust that our
good and gracious God will give him (and
me) the graces needed to embrace his
call to the priesthood.
Participating in giving a child physical
life and nurturing that child is both a gift
and a privilege. There is no greater gift
than having that same child nourish and
give you spiritual life through the Eucharist consecrated by his words at the altar.
Nothing we have is our own. All is a gift
from God. While I am still working daily
on accepting that reality, I realize that
this includes our children – they are not
our own; they are a gift from God. The
blessings of having a priest in the family
will outweigh the sacrifices of letting go
of a child. After all, we can never outgive
the Giver of all good things!

Dare to believe, rise up to act

I

believe in God.
I believe in Jesus.
And of course, I believe in the Holy
Spirit.
But I find it easiest to believe in Jesus. A
real man, the Gospels tell us, someone you
can picture. Someone you could get your
arms around.
Well, maybe not. He calls us “friends,”
but I instinctively draw back from the
presumption of such closeness.
Still, he puts the invitation out there.
Delivers it, directly to my heart. It’s an
invitation I cannot ignore. An invitation that
waits for my response.
This is what Love does. It waits for
response, a Yes, a commitment to believe,
and then, courageously, to press forward.
I deeply believe in Jesus—teacher, healer,
prophet, Son of the Most High, besotted
with his Father’s mission of love and
redemption.
But do I believe Jesus?
To actually believe Jesus demands an
audacity of faith, which impels the audacity
of action.
Believing Jesus is no neutral act. As one
who is baptized and anointed in the Spirit of
the risen Christ, I must audaciously dare to

believe him, or just go away.
Maybe some do go away because they
do not find Christian community living
fiercely at the edge of the wave where Jesus
is. Maybe our Sunday morning “I believe”
sounds a little flat and unconvincing, a little
disengaged.
Maybe some leave because they find no
one to accompany them to the fierce edge
of the wave, no one to apprentice them.
I get that. And I also stand convicted.
Something shifts when I move from asking
myself: Do I believe Jesus? to stating clearly:
I believe him. A definitive, no-hedging-yourbets statement. A declarative statement
that advances me from the comfort and
safety of discipleship to the arduous work of
apostleship.
What shifts is this: I actually accept the
invitation to go where he goes, to live by the
same moral compass, to love fiercely with
the same divine love.
Right now I sit on the park bench outside
the entrance to my church, soaking in the
warmth and beauty of this Sunday morning.
I ponder the astonishing reality of the blood
of the crucified and risen Lord which flows
in my veins, not just in the moments of
communion but at all times.

And I ponder the unexpected and
beautiful ways the Spirit of the risen Christ
breathes in me, and through me. Not
generally speaking, but in this unexpected
conversation, in that noticed turn of events,
in the way one thing just perfectly leads to
the next right thing.
I believe Jesus when he says, to me, “I am
the resurrection, and the life.”
I believe Jesus when he says, to me, “If
you remain in me, and my words remain in
you, you can ask for whatever you want and
it will be done for you.”
When he says to me, as he once said to
Peter, “Come!” I lean with all the weight
of my being into his invitation. As he did
with Peter, he bids me, again and again, to
hoist myself out of the boat of all that is
predictable, and familiar, and comfortable.
He bids me to walk toward him, now, on
new uncertain surfaces. So that I can be
where he is, and go where he goes.
I have come to believe Jesus. And I am
still coming to believe Jesus. It’s a lifelong
process, I discover, this coming to believe
Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life.
I take Jesus at his word.
Taking him at his word is not complicated,
unless I make it complicated with all the

Vatican needs input from local youth

A

lthough a special gathering of bishops
is more than a year away, they--and
Pope Francis--need help from local young
people well in advance of the event.
The special synod on youth will be held
in October 2018 in Rome.
In answer to a request from the Vatican,

the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City has
placed online a brief, six question/one
essay question questionnaire at www.
dcdiocese.org/young-adult-ministry.
Simply click on the large, red survey button at the bottom of the page and input
your answers.

By Mary
Sharon Moore

Poor, Like
Jesus
reasons why I can’t, why it’s
impractical, or just too risky.
But, I take him at his word.
And therefore I am free to rise
up in joy, and free to act. Free
to notice, free to be changed.
Free to rise up and act.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2017.
All Rights Reserved.
Mary Sharon Moore writes and
speaks nationwide on the nature
of God’s calling in our times. Visit
marysharonmoore.com.

LETTERS Policy
Your responses will be assessed with
thousands of responses from young
people across the globe.
The responses will then be utilized by
organizers of the special synod on youth
to help determine the direction and topics
of discussion of the Synod.

The SKC welcomes Letters to the
Editor. Letters should be brief and
to the point, and should not include
personal attacks. Letter should be
clearly marked that it is for publication. Send to skregister@dcdiocese.
org, or SKC Letters, P.O. Box 137,
Dodge City, KS 67801.
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Pastoral Ministry Formation

PMF workshop to ask:

What is the PMF Program?

What does liturgy mean to you?
How does it challenge you?

Here’s the official definition:
“Pastoral Ministry Formation provides solid grounding in theology
to empower the laity to become
increasingly responsible for the
life and ministry of the Church. It
strives to equip the participants
for fulfilling the roles to which they
are called by their baptism and for
which their gifts and the needs of
the times challenge them.”
Can you clarify a little?
The PMF program offers college
accredited classes through the
Interactive Television (ITV) system
that you can take to earn a degree
in Pastoral Ministry, a diocesan diploma, or you can take the classes
for “personal enrichment.” The
classes are taught in semesters during a four-year period.
If I miss the start of the first
semester, do I have to wait
four years to begin?
No. You can jump in any time.
While some classes require you take
a prior class (for example, “Intro to
New Testament” requires you first
take “Intro to Old Testament”),
most classes don’t have prior class
requirements.

So, if I take the courses for
college credit, do I earn a
degree?
You can earn a degree in Pastoral
Ministry from Newman University if:
a) You take all 24 core courses
and six electives for college credit.
b) You already have a four-year
degree.
c) What if I don’t have another
four-year degree?
Then you will earn a “diocesan
diploma.”
What will either a diploma
or a degree do for me?
Some graduates have gone on to
become RCIA directors, parish life
coordinators, youth/adult directors
or Protecting God’s Children instructors. It should be made clear, though,
that earning a degree or diploma in
no way ensures you of a position
with the Church. Many people take
the courses – whether for credit or
personal enrichment – simply to better their knowledge of the Church.
How much do the
classes cost?
The cost is $50 per credit hour, or
$25 per hour for personal enrichment.

T

he Pastoral Ministry Formation Program
of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City,
in partnership with Newman University,
presents THEO 4053: Worship and Faith, a
three-hour core course beginning Sept. 9 and
running through Nov. 11.
This course is one of the core courses needed
to obtain the Diocesan Certification in Liturgical
Ministry.
The class is presented by Father Frank Coady,
pastor of St. Thomas More Parish, Manhattan.
Here is the course description: “The Church’s
Creeds evolved out of a doctrinal concern, but
they were always more than doctrine; they
were prayed by the Christian community. The
way the Church prayed by her faith, primarily
in the Eucharistic gathering, even contributed
to the formation of the New Testament.
“For every generation, the principle gateway into the faith is the way it worships. Thus,
worship must be regarded as one of the most
vigorous and central elements of the Pastoral
Ministry Formation curriculum. This course
will consider the relationship between liturgical prayer and religious imagination, focusing
particularly on the meaning liturgy can have
for contemporary Catholics, as well as present day challenges.”
Father Coady is the coordinating instructor
for the PMF Program for Liturgical Ministry
focus area. Besides serving as pastor, he is

the Director of
the Offices of
Liturgy, Deacons
and Lay Ministry Formation of
the Diocese of
Salina.
He received his
bachelor’s degree
in philosophy from
St. Thomas SemiFather Frank Coady
nary College, Denver, and an S.T.L.
degree in fundamental theology and Doctorate
in dogmatic theology, from Pontifical Gregorian
University, Rome.
Classes are presented on Saturday mornings,
from 8:30 a.m. to noon, at Interactive Television Sites throughout the Dodge City and Salina
dioceses. Dates are Sept. 9, 16, and 23, Oct. 7,
14, 21, and 28, and Nov. 4 and 11.
Costs, which don’t include the cost of the
textbook, “Doxology: The Praise of God in
Worship, Doctrine, and Life,” by Geoffrey Wainwright, are:
3 hour course for credit - $150.00
3 hour course for personal enrichment $75.00
For more information, visit www.dcdiocese.
org/pastoral-ministry-formation, or contact
Coleen Stein: 620-227-1538 or cstein@dcdiocese.org.

D of I officers hold planning session

Front Row: Vice-Regent Jeanette Gunkel, Spearville, Father Henry Baxa, State
Regent Lynn Kasper, Wilson, Past State Regent Trish O’Brien, Kinsley. Second row:
Treasurer Connie Rockers, Lawrence, Financial Secretary Judy Corley, Gorham, Auditors, Theresa Renfrow, Topeka, Helen Wales, Wichita, and Brenda Unrein, Great
Bend. Not pictured is Recording Secretary, Theresa Smith-Lawton, Topeka.

T

he Daughters of Isabella 2017-19
state officers met recently to begin
planning the 2018 Spiritual Conference, “Armor of God”. State Chaplain
Father Henry Baxa, retired, residing at
Belleville, guided the women through
the process of choosing a theme, topics
to be covered, and amount of time to
allow for each topic.
The 120-year-old organization has 26
circles in Kansas. Their motto is “Unity
– Friendship – Sharing.”
“We try to help the community in any
way we can,” Pam Nowak, regent from

St. Charles Circle 287 in Gorham, Kans.,
told the Catholic at their state convention
in March. “We serve funeral dinners for
members who have lost a loved one. We
hold lots of fund raisers. We help out the
youth.”
And they pray for each other.
They are, in effect, a mutual support
group, bonding as women of Christ, offering spiritual and emotional support
through prayer--prayer for members
of their “circle” and their families, and
prayers for members who are otherwise strangers to them.
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V Encuentro: Arcoiris becomes part of the ‘process’
By sisTer aNGeLa erevia, MCDP
n June 24, Arcoiris, an evangelizing movement for
adolescents, held its rodaje (retreat) at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City.
The participants were from St. Mary Parish in Garden City, St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Liberal and
the cathedral parish.
The themes of the “V Encuentro” were presented by
the Arcoiris coordinators and their teams. V Encuentro
is a process begun in January, and will continue until
October 2018, during which parishes across the country
are asked to discern ways in which the Church in the
United States can better respond to the Hispanic/Latino
presence, and to strengthen the ways in which Hispanics/Latinos respond to the call to the New Evangelization as missionary disciples serving the entire Church.
Themes introduced by the Arcoiris youth included:
“Called to a loving encounter with Jesus”, “With words
and actions: Do it!”, “Walking together with Jesus”,
“Bearing fruits of new life”, and “Celebrating the joy of
being missionary disciples”. After each presentation,
time was given to reflect on how we live what was
heard.
A delicious meal was prepared by José Cervantes
and the Arcoiris team. And there was a lot of music
with Christian messages to deepen our commitment
to the Person of Jesus and being faithful missionary
disciples in our families and communities.
It was a day of many blessings!

O

Members of arcoiris youth groups from Garden City, Liberal, and Dodge City, attend a rodaje (retreat) at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe June. 24.

E

l 24 de junio Arcoiris, un movimiento evangelizadora
para adolescents,tuvo su rodaje en la Catedral de
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en Dodge City, KS. Los
participantes eran de Santa María en Garden City, San
Antonio de Padua en Liberal y Catedral de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en Dodge City.
Los temas del V Encuentro fueron presentados por los
coordinadores de Arcoiris y sus equipos: Llamados a un encuentro de amor con Jesús
en la Iglesia, Con obras

y gestos: ¡Atrévete!, Caminando juntos con Jesús, Dando
frutos de nueva vida y Festejando la alegría de ser discípulos
misioneros. Después de cada presentación, se dio tiempo
para reflexionar sobre cómo vivimos lo que escuchamos.
Una comida deliciosa fue preparade por José Cervantes
y el equipo de Arcoiris. Y hubo mucha música con mensajes cristianos para profundizar nuestro compromiso a
la Persona de Jesús y ser fieles discípulos misioneros en
nuestras familias y comunidades. ¡Fue un día de muchas
bendiciones!

¡Fue un día de muchas bendiciones!

Members of the arcoiris leadership team include Left to right: María Aguirre, Sister
María Elena Martínez, Maribel Cervantes, Aurora Hernández, Sister Angela Erevia,
José Cervantes, and Luis López.

Diocese asks for continued prayers for
the safe return of Father Marvin Reif

T

he Catholic Diocese of Dodge City continues to pray for the safe return of Father
Marvin Reif, who walked away from his
residence at Valley Manor Nursing Home in
Protection, Kansas on April 3.
Father Reif was ordained by Bishop Stanley
G. Schlarman on June 3, 1989 at Holy Family
church in Odin.
He served at numerous parishes throughout
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City before
being removed from active duty, and later
given an extended leave of absence for health
reasons.
While serving in the diocese, he was recognized and admired for his zeal for spreading
the Gospel message. In his years of active
service, Father Reif built a large contingent
of friends and admirers, all of whom join in
prayer for his safe return.
Father Reif is 5’8”, weighs 265 pounds, has

Father Marvin reif
blond hair and blue eyes. If you see
Father Reif, contact the Comanche
County Sheriff’s Office at (620) 5822511, or call 911.
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hUna gota de rocío brillante
N

o recuerdo cuando vi por primera vez un
rocío de agua (cuando el vapor (neblina) en
el aire se convierte en un rocío de agua). Pero
me ha de ver impresionado mucho, porque cada
vez que lo veo me deja sin aliento.
De vez en cuando la temperatura esta apenas
bien, y ese punto de condensación llega. De
vez en cuando esa maravilla natural y silenciosa
llega de repente. De vez en cuando, la chispa
de una sola gota llama tu atención, causa que
dejes de hacer lo que estás haciendo, que te
acerques a beber de esa cosa maravillosa.
Cada gota te estremece… y te lleva hacia algo
encantador, hacia algo más grande, hacia algo
lleno de misterio.

Por eso la Liturgia usa este hecho de la condensación para describir la venida del Señor,
el misterio de la Encarnación. Rorate coeli desuper, cantamos cada Adviento, Que los cielos
manden de lo alto, como lluvia.
El hizo esto de una vez por todas en la Encarnación, y lo hace a diario de esta forma más
sencilla, en la creación de este rocío de agua. Él
es una oculta y gran densidad entre nosotros,
como la humedad en el aire. Y en la Encarnación,
el dejo una brillante gota en nuestro mundo,
una sola gota. Y nos deleitamos viéndola. Nos
fascina. No podemos alejarnos de ella.
Pero de una forma, nos envía. Ese también es
uno de sus efectos. Solo con verla despierta un

deseo, una fuerza de compartirla con los demás.
Tenemos que decirle a alguien. Tenemos que
mostrarle a alguien. Es demasiado bella para
dejarla pasar sin que sea vista o conocida. De
alguna forma fracasamos si no contamos su
historia. Pobre de mí, dice San Pablo, si no
proclamo el Evangelio, la gota que el Señor le
mostro.
Hizo esto de una vez por todas, lo hace
cada día, para aquellos con ojos que quieran
ver. El viene como esa humedad en el aire que
puedes sentir, hasta cuando no la puedes ver.
Viene como ese pequeño rastro en el pasto, esa
brillante gota, delicada, mágica, contando una
historia sin decir una palabra.

Otro Camino
+ rONaLD M. GiLMOre
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

Una madre habla sobre la decisión de su hijo de ingresar al seminario

C

uando nuestro hijo, el recién ordenado
pero admito que cualquier cosa que vale la pena hacer
Padre Jacob Carlin, ingreso al seminario
por lo general requiere un sacrificio. Mientras cargar y
justo después de la escuela secundaria en
trabajar para traer un niño al mundo es verdaderamente
agosto 2010, una avalancha de emociones vino
sacrificial, la alegría que proviene de esa experiencia
sobre mí. Apenas tenía 18 años, nuestro hijo
es indescriptible. Mientras yo reflejo en la ordenación
menor, se iba a estudiar. Fue un paseo largo y
de Padre Jacob, Primera Misa de Acción de Gracias en
emocional para mi después de trasladarlo a su
Santa Catarina, Misas en nuestra casa, y el Convento
dormitorio. Llore dejando nuestro hijo en cual
de IHM, honestamente puedo decir que la paz que he
parecía un mundo lejano.
experimentado es igualmente indescriptible.
Realmente no sabíamos lo que Dios tenía
Yo continuare dependiendo de la gracia de Dios
reservado para él. Solo sabíamos que teníamos
mientras recorro este camino, pero ahora yo sé sin duda
que apoyarlo en cualquier dirección que el
alguna que este el llamado de nuestro hijo. ¡Está lleno
Señor le guiara. Le aseguramos que si este es
de pura alegría! Su verdadera felicidad se encuentra en
lugar donde Dios lo llamo, estábamos cien por
el sacerdocio. El dolor de dejarlo ir a valido la pena. Fue
ciento detrás de ese llamado. Si discernía salir
y continúa siendo un proceso, pero la alegría que yo sé
del seminario, queríamos que el supiera que no
que Padre Jacob tiene en seguir su llamado es suficiente
era un fracaso, sino que escuchaba la dirección
para mí para confiar en nuestro bueno y amable Dios
de Dios.
le dará a él (y a mi) las gracias necesarias para abrazar
Jacob siguió sintiendo que el seminario es Padre Jacob Carlin con sus padres, Keith y ann Carlin, y Obispo Carl a. su llamado a el sacerdocio.
donde necesita estar. Pero recuerdo una vez Kemme.
Participar en dar vida física a un niño y cuidar a
Advance photo
que realmente cuestionó este llamado. Fue
ese niño es tanto un regalo como un privilegio. No hay
entonces que su director espiritual le dijo que
regalo más grande que tener a ese mismo hijo nutrir y
ir a Jacob era difícil. Fue y todavía es un proceso. Hay un
diera todo de él, y si Dios realmente quería que se fuera, grupo llamado Madres de Seminaristas Diocesanos, MDSD. darte vida espiritual a través de la Eucaristía consagrada
sabría que ere el deseo de Dios, y no sus propias dudas Como asumí estaba sola en mis batallas, yo era renuente por sus palabras en el altar.
humanas. A través del tiempo, vimos cómo era más fe- en asistir. Me alegro de haberlo hecho un Sábado por la
Nada de lo que tenemos es nuestro. Todo es un regalo
liz. Mientras yo luchaba con la dificultad de dejar ir a mi mañana. Ahí aprendí que estos sentimientos y luchas eran de Dios. Mientras que trabajo diariamente en aceptar esa
hijo a la gran familia de la Iglesia Católica, era obvio que normales. Rezamos el Rosario por nuestros hijos seguido realidad, me doy cuenta de que esto incluye nuestros hijos
encontraba la alegría – en su forma más pura - en servir por un tiempo de compañerismo. Que gracia y consuelo - no son nuestros; son un regalo de Dios. Las bendiciones
a Dios y a su Pueblo.
descubrir que no estaba sola y que otras familias tenían de tener un sacerdote en la familia superaran los sacrificios
Era algo diferente de dejar ir. Ya teníamos dos hijos preocupaciones similares.
de dejar ir a un niño. ¡Después de todo nunca podremos
casados que se habían mudado y criando familias. Dejar Si, tener un hijo convertirse en sacerdote es un sacrificio, superar al Dador de todas las cosas buenas!
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Catedral de Nuestra Señora de Guadalujpe
3231 N. 14th St. Dodge City

enga a compartir el día con nosotros 26 de Agosto
Elabore su propio camino…
Encuentre una variedad de experiencias…
Explore las posibilidades…
Abrase el poder rejuvenecedor del

amor y bondad de Dios.
El Día Anual de Compartir 2017 es gratis y está abierto para todo el público.
Inscríbase en dcdiocese.org/stewardship o llame al 1 (620) 227-1537.
Habrá cuidado de niños gratis.

E

sta celebración anual comienza a las 9:30
a.m. con inscripción, seguido por una
bienvenida y oración con el Reverendísimo
Obispo Juan B. Brungardt.
Este evento, que ofrece talleres en inglés
y en español, dará inicio con un discurso,
seguido por una sesión.
Después se invitara a los participantes
a que disfruten de una comida gratis en
el Salón de la Sagrada Familia, y después
seguirán más sesiones.
El día concluirá a las 3:50 p.m. La Misa en
inglés es a las 5 p.m. y la Misa en español es
a las 7 p.m.

El día es GRATIS, con comida y
refrigerios incluidos. El área
de reunión tendrá varias mesas representando a diferentes
ministerios que ofrecerán información, y muchos también
tendrán artículos gratis que se
pueden llevar a casa.
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Diezmo y Limosna – El Plan de Dios para Nosotros
Obispo Juan, todo esto está
bien, pero en el mundo de hoy,
encuentro esta idea del diezmo un
poco anticuada y en lo personal
imposible. ¿Que piensa sobre
esto?

C

omo su obispo, soy el responsable de
enseñar la plenitud de la Fe Católica,
sin omitir nada. El área de las finanzas
es una de las más difíciles y todavía más
difícil es sentirse cómodo hablando sobre
este tema. A lo mejor queremos asta evadir
la enseñanza de Dios sobre el dinero. Sin
embargo, Jesús abiertamente les dijo a
Sus apóstoles, sus discípulos, y sus fieles
que “Ningún siervo puede servir a dos
patrones” (Lucas 16:13). ¿Que es los que
el Señor nos está diciendo sobre el dinero
a ti y a mí? Ojalá, que las preguntas que
respondo abajo puedan ayudar a entender
con más claridad la enseñanza del Señor
sobre el dinero.
-- Obispo John Brungardt

¿Obispo Juan, que es esto del
diezmo; que no es algo solo del
Antiguo Testamento?
¡Por supuesto que no! “…De todo lo que
me des, yo te devolveré la décima parte
(Genesis 28:22). Este versículo empieza
con la generosidad misericordiosa de Dios.
Él nos da todo: nuestras propias vidas, la
comida que comemos, el aire que respiramos, nuestra fe. Por medio de nuestro
trabajo, él también nos da los recursos
financieros. Él nos hace el llamado a que
con fe le regresemos la décima parte, 10%,
a Él. Esto se llama el diezmo. En los días
del Antiguo Testamento, esto se llevaba
a cabo después de la cosecha, la décima
parte de la cosecha se daba al templo.
Hoy en día, normalmente es un cheque,
un pago automático del banco, o dinero
en efectivo cada Domingo en la canasta
del ofertorio.

Dios nos llama a la santidad. El Señor
desea que seamos santos. Él nunca nos
dará tareas que son imposibles. Pero,
tenemos que pedirle su ayuda siempre. En
lo fundamental, esto se trata de encontrar
y poner la voluntad de Dios primero en
nuestras vidas. Prioridades. Conversión.
El dinero debe estar integrado en nuestras
vidas espirituales, no tratado como algo
separado.
Al principio dar el diezmo tal vez apriete
un poco el presupuesto. Yo sugiero empezar
con una cantidad más pequeña que el 10%,
y con fidelidad compartir eso cada semana
o cada mes. El próximo año, se sube el
compromiso. En poco tiempo, estarán
generosamente compartiendo con el Señor
el 10% de sus ingresos. ¿Le damos un porcentaje más alto al gobierno cada mes; que
le damos a Dios? Vamos a pedirle al Señor
su ayuda para que no demos de mala gana,
si no de corazón, “Dios ama al que da con
corazón alegre” (2 Corintios 9:7).

Obispo Juan, estamos en medio
de la Petición Ministerios
Vibrantes: Uniendo a Nuestra
Iglesia. Usted llama a esta
Petición limosna y no diezmo.
¿Cuál es la diferencia?
     Jesús dijo: “Repártanlo en limosnas…
porque donde está tu tesoro, allí estará
también tu corazón” (Lucas 12:33-34).
La limosna nos dirige a que demos a una
necesidad en específico: un proyecto
de construcción en la parroquia, ayuda
después de un desastre natural, comida
para los pobres, etc. Así que la petición
Ministerios Vibrantes está pidiendo limosna
para las obras de misericordia (incluyendo
a Caridades Católicas y vida familiar),
formación en la fe católica para todas
las edades, y vocaciones sacerdotales.
Esta limosna está muy aparte del diezmo
que ponen en la canasta del ofertorio,
es un llamado a un sacrificio mayor, una
generosidad más grande.

Obispo Juan, hay mucha gente
que está sufriendo: por desastres
naturales, desempleo, problemas
de salud, y problemas en la
familia. Me pongo a pensar
sobre Ministerios Vibrantes
ahora que enfrentamos todo
esto. ¿Que piensa sobre esto?
    Si, hay muchas familias que están sufriendo
económicamente y por otras razones. Dios
esta con ellos. Le preguntamos al Señor
como podemos ayudarlos. Cada uno de
nosotros puede llegar a estar en esta
situación en cualquier punto en nuestras
vidas. Cuando yo era un adolescente, mi
familia experimento un fuego significante
en nuestra granja, y cuando estaba en
mis 20’s yo era dueño de un negocio
que iba rumbo a la quiebra. A pesar de
estos retrasos, yo he ayudado a mi familia
cuando ha habido alguna crisis médica o
financiera a lo largo de los años.
Otras familias están muy bien económicamente. Tienen los medios para poder
compartir sus recursos con la parroquia,
con la diócesis, y con otras caridades locales,
nacionales, e internacionales. Hasta este
punto la Petición Ministerios Vibrantes ha
recibido regalos de gran sacrificio, generosidad y de múltiples cantidades de más de
3,400 de nuestras familias diocesanas.
Por medio de obras de misericordia,
incluyendo a Caridades Católicas, la Petición
Ministerios Vibrantes podrá ayudar directamente a familias que están teniendo
problemas. Una donación a esta meta
ayudara a miembros de nuestra parroquia
y comunidad a “adoptar niños, recuperarse
de adicciones, formar relaciones saludables,
dar a luz a bebes sanos, dar de comer a
los que tienen hambre, pasar de estar sin
hogar a una casa, tomar clases, obtener
trabajos y cumplir metas” (del folleto de
Ministerios Vibrantes). Aún más, hemos
agregado “ayuda para los afectados por
los incendios” a esta meta de obras de
misericordia.

¿Obispo Juan, porque sugirió en
su carta una cantidad específica
para que nosotros consideramos
en oración?
Mi petición para cada familia en la diócesis está basada en otro principio Bíblico:
compartir con proporción. “Que cada uno

ponga al servicio de los demás el carisma
que ha recibido, y de este modo serán
buenos administradores de los diversos
dones de Dios” (1 Pedro4:10). Cada uno
de nosotros recibimos diferentes regalos
financieros, dependiendo de nuestra
educación, experiencia, talento, ética
profesional, tipo de empleo, etc. Dios
nos llama a compartir estos regalos con
proporción. En otras palabras, personas
con ingresos más altos son llamados a
compartir una cantidad más grande y personas con ingresos más bajos son llamados
a compartir menos. En pocas palabras, “Si
tienes mucho, da más, si tienes poco, da
menos” (Tobías 4:8).

¿Obispo Juan, porque piensa
usted que el Señor nos da estas
enseñanzas sobre el dinero?
El mensaje fundamental de Dios es
amor. Compartimos nuestros recursos
financieros por amor. Este es un amor que
da, un amor incondicional, un amor sacrificado. Estamos llamados a tender la mano
con compasión a los que tienen hambre, a
los que tienen sed, a los que no tienen ropa,
a los encarcelados, a los forasteros, a los
enfermos (referir Mateo 25:31-46).
Deshacernos de un poco de nuestro
dinero es dejar ir algo material para hacer
campo para lo espiritual. Otra vez, “Ningún
siervo puede servir a dos patrones” (Lucas
16:13). Es en los asuntos de dinero donde
expresamos nuestra propia voluntad. El
someter esto al Señor no es solamente necesario en si, pero también puede resultar en
que nosotros estemos abiertos a la voluntad
del Señor en muchas otras cosas.

Obispo Juan, usted me ha abierto
los ojos a muchas enseñanzas del
Señor. ¿Tiene algunas palabras
sabias para mí?
     Pongan esto en oración. Estas
enseñanzas no vienen de su pastor, ni de
mí, ni del Papa Francisco. Estas enseñanzas
sobre el papel apropiado del dinero
en nuestras vidas vienen de Dios en Su
Sagrada Palabra. Sugiero que lleven este
articulo a la Iglesia, siéntense delante del
Sagrado Sacramento, y pídanle a Jesús
entendimiento, guía, humildad, y valor.
Tomen fuerzas de la vida sacramental:
la Eucaristía y la confesión. Confíen en
nuestro Tierno Señor, ¡Él nos ama tanto!

“...sin hablar de la deuda que tienes conmigo, y que eres tú mismo. Vamos, hermano, espero de ti este servicio en el Señor; reconfórtame en Cristo. Te escribo con plena confianza
en tu docilidad; sé que harás mucho más de lo que te pido.”        (Filemón 19-21)  

Sesiones de conscientización
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones
de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Register
y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.

Sesiones de conscientización

Garden City-Español
Domingo, Agosto 20, 2017
3:30-6:30 p.m.
St. Mary Parish
509 St. John Street
Garden City, KS 67846
Persona de contacto: Hector Rivera 620-276-2716
Facilitador: Norma Alvarez 620-225-4802

Línea especial para víctimas de abuso sexual
Si usted, o alguien a quien
usted conoce ha sido víctima de
abuso sexual por algún clérigo,
o cualquier empleado de la
Diócesis de Dodge City, por
favor comunicarse con el Sister
Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620)225-5051, o

(620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net.
Conserva siempre su derecho
de comunicarse directamente
a Social Relief Services, 1-800922-4453.
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Calendar of Events

The Midwest Catholic Family
Conference, Aug. 4-6

MEN’S CONFERENCE

The Midwest Catholic Family Conference will be held at
Century II in Wichita August 4-6. A few of the many speakers and entertainers scheduled this year are Archbishop
Coakley of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City; Raymond
Arroyo, News Director of EWTN and popular host of “The
World Over”; Dr. Scott Hahn, a convert to Catholicism and
bestselling author, teacher and speaker; and Tim Staples,
also a convert to the faith and the Director of Apologetics and Evangelization at Catholic Answers. In addition to
these and many other speakers, musicians, and humorists
featured at the conference, there will be opportunities for
prayer, spiritual renewal, and Reconciliation. For further
information or to register, visit www.catholicfamilyconference.org.

Aug. 12, Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in Salina: The Family
Life Office of the Catholic Diocese of Salina is taking
registrations online for the 2017 Men’s Conference.
This year’s speakers will be Dr. Ray Guarendi and Father
John Lager. To register online or for more information
go to www.salinadiocese.org/family-life or call 785-8278746, Ext. 17.

UPCOMING ACTS RETREATS

ACTS is a weekend retreat patterned after the description of the early Church in the Acts of the Apostles.                          
Women’s Retreat dates: September 7-10
Men’s Retreat dates: November 16-19
More information and a registration form will be posted
on the website soon (www.greatbendcatholic.com). If
questions, contact Paula Brozek at 620-793-8172.

Southwest Kansas Catholic
St. Mary of The
the Plains
Class of 1967 50th
reunion

Saint Mary of th
e Plains (SMOP)
High
School Class of
‘67 is having a 50
th reunion in Dodge
City on July 21,
22 and 23.
Alumni who ha
ve not received
an invitation/notice, shou
ld contact Jane
George, rvesge
orge@yahoo.
com, (785) 3502069. Join in
the celebration
and trip down
memory lane w
ith your “Crusader” classmat
es.

Heartland Center presents Theology Institute on ‘Integral Theology’

T

he Heartland Center for Spirituality in Great Bend will present the
“Theology Institute on Integral
Theology”, July 21 – 25. Sister Linda
Gibler, OP will offer a presentation on
Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’. In
the encyclical, Pope Francis calls for a
renewed exploration of what it means
to be human in relationship to a suffering planet.
In this Theological Institute, participants will explore what the Earth, Laudato Si’, and our faith tradition might be
asking of us.
Participants will take an ecological
look at key passages in the Bible, explore
cosmocentric perspectives on sacraments, prayer, and preaching, and ask
how one’s gifts and charisms (personal
and communal) call us to respond to an

“Integral Ecology.”
Sister Linda, a Dominican Sister of
Houston, is the Associate Academic
Dean of the Oblate School of Theology in
San Antonio. She also lectures and gives
workshops on the significance of recent
scientific discoveries for Catholic theology and spirituality. Her book, From the
Beginning to Baptism: Scientific and Sacred Stories of Water, Oil, and Fire was
published in 2010 by Liturgical Press.
Fees are $295, which includes room
and board (for those staying overnight);
$150 for commuters (includes noon
meal each day); $75 for one day of presentations and a night’s stay (includes
one overnight and meals); $50 for one
day commuter (includes noon meal);
$15 for an individual session (no meal
included).

Schedule:

Friday July 21
6:15 Registration
6:30 Welcome and Intro
6:45 Overview
	Saturday July 22
7:30 Breakfast
8:30 Morning Prayer
9:15 – 10:30 Laudato Si
11:15 Communion Service
12:00 Dinner
2:00 – 3:00 Integral Ecology
3:30 – 4:30Scripture through
an Ecological Lens
5:00 Evening Prayer
5:30 Supper
	Sunday July 23 –
Day of Reflection
9:00 Brunch

Bishop Brungardt’s Calendar
August 1-3: Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention in St. Louis
August 4-6: Seminarian Renewal Days in Liberal
August 8: Presbyteral Council at Chancery
August 11: Catholic Schools Teacher Institute Day
Mass at Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe at
11 a.m.
August 13: Vibrant Ministries Mass at Mary, Queen
of Peace in Ulysses at 9 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries
Mass in Spanish at Mary, Queen of Peace in Ulysses
at 11 a.m.

Scripture Readings
With this issue, the Southwest Kansas
Catholic continues its summer schedule.
The next issue will be dated Aug. 13,
2017. The issue to follow will be dated
Sept. 3, before resuming its regular
biweekly schedule.
Sunday, July 16
Isaiah 55:10-11/Romans 8:18-23/Matthew 13:1-23 or 13:1-9
Monday, July 17
Exodus 1:8-14, 22/Matthew 10:34--11:1
Tuesday, July 18
Exodus 2:1-15/Matthew 11:20-24
Wednesday, July 19
Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12/Matthew 11:25-27
Thursday, July 20
Exodus 3:11-20/Matthew 11:28-30
Friday, July 21
Exodus 11:10--12:14/Matthew 12:1-8
	Saturday, July 22; Saint Mary Magdalene

Song of Songs 3:1-4, or Second Corinthians 5:14-17/John 20:1-2, 11-18
Sunday, July 23
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19/Romans 8:26-27/
Matthew 13:24-43 or 13:24-30
Monday, July 24
Exodus 14:5-18/Matthew 12:38-42
Tuesday, July 25; Saint James, apostle
Second Corinthians 4:7-15/Matthew
20:20-28
Wednesday, July 26; Saints Joachim
and Ann, parents of Mary
Sirach 44:1, 10-15/Matthew 13:16-17
Thursday, July 27
Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20/Matthew
13:10-17
Friday, July 28
Exodus 20:1-17/Matthew 13:18-23
	Saturday, July 29; Saint Martha
Jer 26:1-9/ Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42
	Sunday, July 30
First Kings 3:5, 7-12/Romans 8:28-30/

2:00 – 3:00 Cosmic Origins to
Sacred Banquet
3:30 – 4:30 Preachers of
Truth
5:00 Evening Prayer
5:30 Supper
Tuesday July 25
7:30 Breakfast
8:30 Morning Prayer
9:15 – 10:30 Closing Remarks
(what do we do now?)
11:15 Eucharist
12:00 Dinner
To register
Onlie: visit https://heartlandspirituality.org/integraltheology/ or contact Ann Axman, 620-792-1232 or ann@
heartlandspirituality.org.

Mark your calendar

July 16 - August 13
July 16: Vibrant Ministries Mass at St. Joseph
Church in Offerle at 8 a.m.
July 19: Prayer & Action Confessions and Adoration at St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Jetmore
at 7:30 p.m.
July 21: Curia Diocesan Director’s tour of St. Catherine Hospital, Garden City
July 22: Vibrant Ministries Mass at Sacred Heart
Church in Pratt at 5:30 p.m.
July 23: Vibrant Ministries Mass at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Pratt at 8:30 a.m.

10:00 Sung Morning Prayer
10:30 Eucharist
12:30 Introduce Contemplative Earth Walk
1:00 Snack
1:45 Contemplative Earth
Walk on Motherhouse
Grounds
4:30 Gather the
wisdom chapel
5:10 Evening Prayer
5:30 Supper
Monday July 24
7:30 Breakfast
8:30 Morning Prayer
9:15 – 10:30 Creation as
First Book of Revelation
11:15 Communion Service
12:00 Dinner

MARCH FOR LIFE 2018

The next March for Life in Washington D.C. will take place
Jan. 17-21, 2018. Cost is $375 per person; Registration form
and a non-refundable fee of $50 is due Sept. 14 for Great Bend
parishioners, and by Oct. 2 for those outside of Great Bend.
Cost includes: bus ride; Life is VERY Good rally (arlingtondiocese.ortg/youth-ministry/life-is-very_good/); March for Life;
Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception; and sightseeing.
Send payments to: Prince of Peace Catholic Church, 4100
Broadway Ave. Great Bend, KS, 67530.
After Sept. 14, seats are available on a first-serve basis.

Matthew 13:44-52 or 13:44-46
Monday, July 31; Saint Ignatius of
Loyola
Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34 or First Corinthians 10:31--11:1/Matthew 13:31-35
Tuesday, August 1; Saint Alphonsus
Liguori
Exodus 33:7-11; 34:5-9, 28 of Romans
8:1-4/Matthew 13:35-43
Wednesday, August 2
Exodus 34:29-35/Matthew 13:44-46
Thursday, August 3
Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38/Matthew 13:4753
Friday, August 4; Saint John Vianney
Ezekiel 3:17-21 or Leviticus 23:1, 4-11,
15-16, 27, 34-37/Matthew 13:54-58 or
Matthew 9:35--10:1
	Saturday, August 5
Leviticus 25:1, 8-17/Matthew 14:1-12
	Sunday, August 6; Transfiguration of
the Lord

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14/Second Peter 1:1619/Matthew 17:1-9
Monday, August 7
Numbers 11:4-15/Matthew 14:13-21
Tuesday, August 8; Saint Dominic
Numbers 12:1-13/Matthew 14:22-36, or
Matthew 15:1-2, 10-14
Wednesday, August 9
Numbers 13:1-2, 25--14:1, 26-29, 34-35/
Matthew 15:21-28
Thursday, August 10; Saint Lawrence,
deacon and martyr
Second Corinthians 9:6-10/John 12:24-26
Friday, August 11; Saint Clare
Deuteronomy 4:32-40/Matthew 16:24-28
	Saturday, August 12
Deuteronomy 6:4-13/Matthew 17:14-20
	Sunday, August 13
First Kings 19:9, 11-13/Romans 9:1-5/
Matthew 14:22-33
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St. Michael’s Youth Group, La Crosse, travels to Colorado Springs

Courtesy photos

S

t. Michael Parish PSR
youth group of 12
students and six adults
traveled to Colorado May
5-7. At upper left, the group
tour the U.S Air Force Academy
Cadet Chapel in Colorado Springs.
The group is pictured making a visit
in the Catholic Chapel, one of the
various religious denominational
chapels located inside the large
Cadet Chapel.
Above, right, the group poses

with the Rockies in the background as they prepare to enter
the chapel.
At left, they visit the Mother
Cabrini Shrine west of Denver
where they drank water she found
in a natural spring.
The youth also visited the
Veteran’s Home in Denver, drove

through the Garden of the Gods,
and had a chance to play some
laser tag before heading back
home.
The youth group and adult leaders offered their sincere appreciation to everyone who supported
their fund raising activities to help
pay for the trip.

Graduation, confirmation

Maj. Phillip Roth receives command post

St. Joseph Catholic School, Ellinwood -- Eighth Grade Graduation was held
Sunday, May 21. In the back row are Marlene Clayton, Father Terrance Klein, and
Cami Thomas; Front row, left to right: Wittney Hammeke, Daphne Doll, Haley Troyer,
Lane Klepper, Monica Hammeke, Erin Hammeke, Ashtin Klepper.

Col. Ryan Samuelson, 92nd Air Refueling Wing commander, passes the 92nd Comptroller Squadron guidon to Maj. Phillip Roth, 92nd CPTS commander, during a change
of command ceremony June 26, 2017, at Fairchild Air Force Base, Washington. Roth
assumed command from Lt. Col. Khalim Taha. Maj. Roth is the son of Diocesan Director of Development Mark and Lila Roth, and the grandson of Carolyn Roth from St.
Theresa Parish, Dighton.
U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samantha Krolikowski

St. Andrew
Parish,
Wright -- The
Most Rev. John
B. Brungardt
confirmed
three students
on April 22:
(Left to right)
Nathan Renner,
Shyanne Theis,
and Michael
Theis.

F

AIRCHILD AIR FORCE BASE, Wash. -Maj. Phillip Roth, son of Diocesan Director of Development Mark and Lila Roth,
and the grandson of Carolyn Roth from St.
Theresa Church, Dighton. assumed command of the 92nd Comptroller Squadron
from Lt. Col. Khalim Taha during a change
of command ceremony on June 26.
Maj. Roth was reared in Liberal
where he attended St. Anthony Catholic
School. He graduated from Liberal High
School in 2001.
He went on to earn a degree in Personal
Finance from Kansas State University, and

is a graduate of K-State ROTC Program.
“I am honored to be joining this team,
and I look forward to continuing to provide
outstanding decision support, fiscal expertise and superior financial management
services to the wing,” Roth said.
Roth served as the personal advisor on
financial issues associated with a combat
force of four Numbered Air Forces, 34
wings, 1,300 aircraft and approximately
94,000 active duty and civilian personnel.
“Thank you for the opportunity to command this outstanding squadron, and to
serve as your chief financial officer.”

knight’s˜lıte

Official State Publication — Kansas State Council, Knights of Columbus — Summer 2017

THE 2017-2018 ELECTED STATE OFFICERS of the Kansas State Council of the Knights of Columbus are: (l to r) Membership Director
John W. Schulz, State Secretary Dale A. Weber, State Deputy Vincent P. Melvin III , State Chaplain Rev. Dan L. Gardner, Immediate Past
State Deputy Patrick D. Winchester, State Treasure- Michael J. Grothoff, State Advocate Jamey C. Roth, State Warden Kenneth F.
Hammerbacher and State Program Director Thomas A. Schmeidler.
Fishers of Men
Building the
Domestic
Church, while
Strengthening
our Parish

A

t our recent State Convention in early May the results
of our state programs and
membership campaign to date
were reported and it truly has
proven to be a year for which we
should all be proud. We have truly
lived up to our theme of “FISHERS OF MEN-BULIDING THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH WHILE
STRENGTHENING OUR
PARISH”. In the past twelve
months, the Knights of Columbus
across Kansas have been a testament to our desire to serve the
Lord and our fellowman.
Through our Culture of Life
Programs, we work to protect the
Vincent P.
unborn. In the past year, our
Melvin III,
councils across Kansas donated
State Deputy $97,095 to the culture of life
cause. On May 10, 2017we placed
our tenth ultrasound machine at the Pregnancy Care
Center at Junction City. These ten machines are
working every day to save babies lives.
Our Commitment to Humanity Campaign raised
$372,692 this year to help persons with intellectual
disabilities and through this program we continue
our prime sponsorship of the Kansas Special
Olympics Basketball Tournament. Through our Pennies from Heaven Program we raised over $76,313
for victims of natural disasters. Through these programs we will continue to work to improve the lives
of our fellow man and work for the betterment of
society.
Through our Church Activity Programs we strive
to support the Church, our Bishops and Priests.
Through our Adopt-A-Seminarian Program our
councils across Kansas adopted 105 diocesan seminarians and 38 other religious. Support to these
men and women included spiritual support through
cards and letters of encouragement and record- financial support totaling over $254,235. We are
proud to assist and encourage our future priests &
religious on their journey to the priesthood and religious life. Through our religious education program,
we distributed $94,744 to 270 requests from parishes for their religious education programs or Catholic
schools. Our Vocations Poster Contest, designed to
foster vocations, gave witness that our youth consider a religious vocation. As members of the Knights
of Columbus we are proud to be in solidarity with
our Church, the Holy Father, our Bishops and
Priests. We must stand united with our Bishops and
Priests and stand strong behind them when they are
criticized for leading their flock.
Through our Youth Activities we witnessed the
participation of over 2,400 youth in our Free Throw
Contest and are seeing growth in our Columbian
Squires membership.
Our Family Activity Program has encouraged
councils to promote family life within our parishes
and councils. Our Family of the Month and Family
of the Year programs continue to recognize those
families that are model families for the rest of our

membership. From among these model families
across Kansas, The Robert and Margie Tastove Family of Westphalia was named our State Family of the
Year at our recent state convention in Topeka.
Our Council & Fraternal Activities promote activities for our membership and keep our members informed on what is happening across the State of
Kansas. We saw over 570 bowlers take part in our K
of C State Bowling Tournament and 24 teams participated in our State Golf Tournament last July. We
continue to recognize our members who stand out
in their work in the Knights of Columbus. Our
Knight of the Month and Knight of the Year Program continues to recognize members from each
council who go the extra mile to make their Church,
Council and Community a better place for all. This
year 119 councils recognized a Knight of the Year
and Michael Waite of WaKeeney was chosen from
among these to be named our Kansas State Knight
of the Year at our recent convention in Topeka. Our
members are kept informed of important happenings through our fraternal notices and through our
state web site, www.kansas-kofc.org. Be sure to
check us out if you haven’t visited our web site recently. It offers a wide array of information regarding the Knights of Columbus in Kansas.
As we go forth with these programs across
Kansas we are constantly looking for more eligible
Catholic men to join us in our work for the Lord.
Our state has seen a nice increase in membership
this year as we have seen over 1,221 men and their
families join our ranks at the time of this writing
and our membership in Kansas currently stands at
38,036. I personally invite all eligible Catholic men
over the age of 18 to add to your personal fulfillment
and join us in the Knights of Columbus as we work
for the Honor and Glory of God. I ask all interested
parties to please go to our web site and contact myself or any of the State Officers or State Personnel
and we will be glad to assist you in joining our
beloved Order.
Preparations are underway by for the upcoming
fraternal year which begins on July 1st. Let’s continue to build on the legacy of our forefathers and our
founder, the Venerable Fr. Michael J. McGivney. Together, as a team, we can make our Order in Kansas
grow stronger and better. Let’s be proud to practice
our Catholic faith and work hard for the Honor and
Glory of God. We can and do make a difference in
our Church, our communities, our families and our
youth.
It has truly been an honor and a privilege to
serve as your State Deputy this past year and for
that honor and privilege I extend heart-felt thanks.
As Barb and I have traveled the state, it has been a
tremendous experience to re-kindle old friendships
and make new acquaintances. The hospitality and
courtesies extended to us will always bring fond
memories. I look forward to an even bigger and better year ahead with your continued prayers and hard
work we will continue to confront the challenges the
Lord will set out before us in the years ahead. May
God bless you all and the great work you do in His
name through the Knights of Columbus! Vivat Jesus.

PROGRAM AND
MEMBERSHIP TEAM

The 2017-2018 Program and
Membership Team for the Kansas
State Council of the Knights of
Columbus is ready, willing and
eager to assist all councils. This
year the State Membership Team
will be led by State Membership
Director John Schulz of Eudora.
John, along with his team, has
put together an outstanding
membership campaign. This
year’s theme is “Become the Cornerstone”. Regional Membership
Chairmen of John’s team are:
Kevin Stueve, Gardner; Dustin
Hern, Harper; Patrick Burnett,
Great Bend; Paul Haverkamp,
McLouth; Matt Micek, Atwood;
Todd Bachamp, Olathe, is the
State Retention Chairman. Past
State Deputy, Thomas Rottinghaus, Axtell, will serve as the
State Ceremonials Chairman.
The Programming Team will
be under the direction of State
Program Director Tom Schmeidler of Derby. The rest of Tom’s
teamincludes: Scott Nichols, Cheney, Family Life Director; Barney Wolters, Bel Aire, Community Activities Director and Commitment to Humanities Chairman; Lino Munoz, Topeka, Culture of Life Director; Bruce
Luehring, Derby, Pennies From
Heaven Chairman; Bob Duffin,
Weir, Youth Activities Director /
Squires Chairman; Father Jarett
Konrade, Hays, Father Prior /
Associate State Chaplain; Gary
Wondra, Olmitz, Church Activities Director; Steve Abels, Overland Park, Religious Education
Fund Chairman; Doug Wietharn,
St. Marys, Webmaster; Alex Neises, Manhattan, Publicity and Fraternal Chairman; Randy Testa,
Junction City, Council Activities
Director; James L. Pritchard,
Paola, State Historian; Stanley
Krier, Tipton, Meetings Chairman; Past State Deputy, John L.
Kasper, Father McGivney Guild
Chairman, Wilson; Past State
Deputy, Mark W. Roth, Ensign,
Public Relations Chairman.

STATE KNIGHT OF THE YEAR

Kansas State Council is pleased to present the 2016- 2017
Knights of Columbus State Knight of the Year Award to Michael
Waite, WaKeeney Council 4113.
Mike joined the Order in 1971. Since that time, he has demonstrated the principles of our Order and has been involved in numerous activities for his council, parish, and community. Mike and his
wife Connie have been blessed with four children and seven grandchildren. Mike is a retired district conservationist for the National
Resources Conservation Service and Connie is a retired pharmacy
technician.
Mike has held numerous council offices including Financial Secretary and was selected as the District Knight of the Year in 2000.
He has chaired and assisted in many of the Council’s fund raisers.
He has also served as co-chair for the Council’s fish fry and the annual Council Social. Mike participates in the weekly parish rosary
for Pro-life and the sick and has organized Pro-life Baby Showers.
He organized a prayer service when the Silver Rose passed through
his parish and when the Holy Family Icon passed through his district. He is always volunteering to get refreshments for monthly
meetings and collects donations for the annual Tootsie Roll Drive.
Mike is often called on by Christ the King Parish in Wakeeney.
He has built a Christmas manger and barn scene, built tables, repaired pews and kneelers, installed a window in the confessional
door and assisted in the installation of windows and siding on the
rectory. Mike assists with the mowing of the parish cemetery and
the semiannual cleaning of church. Mike has served his parish as a
Religious Education teacher, CYO sponsor and Extraordinary Eucharistic Minister. He has served on the Parish Council and takes
communion to the homebound.
Mike has served on the local KSU Extension Board, the Kansas
Crossroads R.C.&D. Board, and as a 4-H leader. He currently serves
on the local Hospital Endowment Board, works with a community
parish ministry group and is a member of the local FFA Alumni Organization. Mike is always assisting the elderly in his community
however he can.

Daughters of Isabella has donated $1,000.00 to the Kansas Knights of
Columbus for maintenance of current sonogram machines. State
Regent Lynn Kasper is pictured above presenting the check to State
Deputy Vincent P. Melvin III.
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Chaplain’s
Corner

“My being proclaims
the greatness of the
Lord, my spirit finds
joy in God my Savior”
(Luke 1:46-47, NAB).
These words were uttered by the Virgin
Mary when she visited
her cousin Elizabeth,
after Elizabeth said the
following: “Blest is she
who trusted that the
Lord’s words to her
would be fulfilled.”
1:45, NAB).
Father Dan L. (Luke
Let us take a moGardner, State ment at look at these
two scripture passages.
Chaplain
Mary is blessed because she trusted in God. We, by our faith,
are blessed because we trust in the
promise of salvation. Day after day, we
say “yes” to God, thus we are blessed.

FAMILY OF
THE YEAR

It is with great pride that the
Kansas State Council announces
the 2016-2017 Knights of Columbus State Family of the Year: The
Robert and Margie Tastove Family, St. Teresa Parish, Council
1052 Westphalia.
The Tastove’s reside in Westphalia, Kansas and are active
members of the St. Teresa Parish
in Westphalia. Every Sunday
morning, Robert and Margie can
be found getting the Eucharistic
Gifts ready before mass. With the
help of the family, Margie and
her sister decorate the church for
special occasions. Both Robert
and Margie have served on the St
Teresa Parish Council and are
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers.
Margie has served the Parish

Each morning and evening I work at remembering to say, “thank you Lord for
this day”. Each day is different. There are
good days and bad days. There are some
excellent days and some absolutely horrible days. Most days I imagine are somewhere in between. Yet each day is a day to
say “yes” to the will of God. Unlike the
Virgin Mary, we will not be perfect at it,
but we continue to say “yes” despite our
failures and sins. We continue to trust in
the mercy of God and his forgiveness.
Thus, by our faithfulness, the Lord’s
words of salvation will be fulfilled.
With this understanding, then everything about us ought to proclaim the
greatness of the Lord, for in the Lord we
find joy. All that we say, do, think needs
to proclaim to the world our faith and the
greatness of God. Why? It has too. There
is much anger, hatred, and evil expressed
in the terrorist attacks. The negative,
damaging criticisms of other people aimed

as a Religious Education teacher.
Even though their children live
over 20 miles away in different
directions, parishioners are impressed to see them travel to St.
Teresa Parish in Westphalia to
attend Mass as a family with
Robert and Margie.
Robert and Margie Tastove
have been married for thirty-five
years. They have been blessed
with five children and nine
grandchildren. Robert and Mary
come from large families as
Robert has nine siblings and
Margie has fourteen siblings.
Robert has been an active
member of Council 1052 for
forty-one years. In this time, he
has served as Deputy Grand
Knight, Grand Knight, Trustee,
Advocate and has served on numerous committees as needed.
Robert participates in all council
functions, attends monthly meetings, and helps recruit new members including his sons in law.

at bringing down those in power and authority encourages the despair that we can
be good people, hardworking people, who
provides for our families and raises the
life of others.
Which one of us does not have something in our past for which we are
ashamed, and have already learned from
our mistakes and moved on to be better
people? I say – all of us! Thus, the importance that despite our past, we proclaim
the greatness of the Lord by the way we
live today because we have the found the
joy of being forgiven, received the hope
that conquers despair, the love that destroys hate.
During the past convention, I was encouraged to learn that more and more
Knights, and potential Knights want more
spiritual direction in their lives. They
want to be guided by the scriptures to
make sense of their lives and to what is
happening in our world today. Obviously,

SQUIRE OF
THE YEAR

Robert’s dedication to the
Knights can be seen in his sons.
They are also very active Knights
of Columbus members.
The Tastove’s are active in
their community by helping with
the annual Christmas Parade,
supporting Westphalia Days
events, and participating in other
group activities that happen in

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR MESSAGE...

It states in Psalm 118, “The
stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”
We chose “BECOME THE CORNERSTONE” as our State theme
this year because the Knights of
Columbus, both nationally and
especially in Kansas, are the cornerstone of the Catholic Church.
It is through the Knights of
Columbus that we help the poor,
the downtrodden and assist our
church and communities each
and every day. We are the cornerstone of Catholicism in
Kansas.
To continue that mission and
serve our fellow men and
women, we need new members
to help us. Our charitable giving
and our hours of service grow
each year because of Catholic
man and their families saying
yes when asked to be a Knight of
Columbus. If you have not been
asked, seek out a member of the
Knight of Columbus at church or
a parish event. Don’t wait for an
invitation. Step up and be the
model of good Catholic stewardship which we all strive to do.
Seek out the Grand Knight from
your local Council and ask him
how to join. Look for a man
wearing a Knights of Columbus
shirt at Mass and ask him how
you can join. Being a member is
one of the most rewarding experiences you can ever have. Help
us in our mission of charity, unity and fraternity.
Now, if you are already a
Knight of Columbus, you should
be the one offering an invite to
potential new members.
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson, stated it is our moral obligation to offer membership in the
Knights of Columbus to every eligible Catholic man. If you have
not asked someone to be a

Knight, make a point of doing it
this weekend at church.
Have you looked to your own
family? Is your father, your son,
your brother or cousins Knights
of Columbus members? If not,
these are perfect people to talk
to. Here’s an example: A cousin
of mine in Kentucky was taught
well by his father to help others.
He is one of those types that
would give you the shirt off his
back. Even though his father
was a member of the Knights of
Columbus, he never had joined.
Once or twice a year, I would see
him at various family functions
and simply ask him if he had
joined the Knights yet. He always told me he had not. Last
year, after I had asked him for
probably the tenth time, he said
he was ready to join. I told him
to talk to his pastor or a Knights
of Columbus member at the
church he attends in Kentucky. I
am proud to say that he is now a
member of the Knights of
Columbus and not only a cousin,
but a brother Knight and doing
great things in the Bluegrass
State.
Was it hard to ask him? No it
wasn’t. Did his decision come
immediately? No, it did not. But
taking those one or two minutes
to ask him, changed him in a
way even his father couldn’t
imagine. He is making a difference in Louisville and becoming
a cornerstone.
You too can become a cornerstone right here in Kansas. The
Knights of Columbus have many
great programs and do so many
things for each individual parish
and community right here. Are
you willing to step up and meet
the challenge of giving more to
your church, your Catholic
school, your community? Can

Join the Kansas Knights of Columbus
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP
PHONE

SEND TO: John W. Schulz
818 E. 13th St., Eudora, KS 66025
OR EMAIL: membership@kansas-kofc.org

they are looking for what the world cannot
offer, but find it only God. In reflecting
upon that, the two scriptures I cited at the
beginning came to mind.
If not already, then please begin soon,
I ask the council chaplains to offer more
spiritual direction at the meetings, using
the scriptures. It doesn’t have to be long,
about 10-15 minutes. They can use the
scripture reading of the day, or for the upcoming Sunday, or develop a series based
on one of the books of the Bible. Choose
whatever works for you and the council.
Perhaps, for fun, call everyone together
for August 21st. Share a meditation on
Amos 8:9, especially for those in the
northeast part of the state. It can be compared to Matthew 27:45, or Mark 15:33,
Luke 23:44. Reflect on those passages to
discover that even in our darkest moments, Jesus is with us, and in the discovery, we proclaim the greatness of the
Lord.

you give just one hour a month?
That is all it can take to be a
help to someone in need.
The Supreme Council and
State Council offer excellent
awards for achieving goals in recruiting and service. Supreme
offers the Star Council Award
and the State Council has the
Sunflower Award for Excellence.
Both are highly prestigious and
sought after. Both say that the
group of men I have joined is
the best.
If there is a Council in your
parish, join it. Find out what the
Knights of Columbus is about.
Learn about our acts of charity.
See how you can help out the
world’s largest Catholic Family,
Fraternal Service organization.
If there is not a Council in your
parish, talk to your pastor about
possibly starting one at your
parish. Many of the priests
across the state are happy to
have the assistance of the
Knights of Columbus in their
parish. Charity begins and home
and continues at our church.
What have you done this week
to help out your priest?
The Knights not only help
build up the domestic church,
we help foster better families as
well. Supporting the youth, our
spouses and significant others is
paramount.
“The family as domestic
Church is central to both the
work of the New Evangelization
and to the future sustainability
of our parishes,” Supreme
Knight Carl A. Anderson stated.
“But the Catholic family cannot
perform this important mission
on its own. The reason is simple:
as Pope Paul VI observed, the
family can only truly be a domestic Church when its daily life
‘mirrors the various aspects of

small towns. They also enjoy attending their grandchildren’s
events.
The Robert & Margie Tastove
family has been an integral part
of the Church, Youth, Community, and Knights of Columbus for
many years. They are well deserving to hold the title as “Family of the Year”.

the entire Church.’ And for this
to become a reality the family
must be more fully integrated
into the sacramental life of the
parish.”
Are you willing, wanting even
to help take on this role in our
church? Join us won’t you and
grow your faith, your spirituality, your service to all and be a
Knight of Columbus.
— JOHN SCHULZ,
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

SQUIRES
COUNSELOR
OF THE YEAR

The 2016 – 2017 Squires
Counselor of the Year is Greg
Aistrup. Greg is a member of
Paola Council 1149 and works as
an insurance claims agent. Greg
and his wife, Kendra, live in
Paola and have three children:
Seth, Ben, and Rachael.
Greg has been an integral
part in the growth of Holy Trinity Circle 4743 in Paola. He has
advised Circle members, regularly attended business meetings
and has lead the Circle when
needed. Greg’s advice and ideas
on how to increase membership
has been instrumental to the
growth of the Circle. He is always involved in the Circle
events and his efforts have increased the strength of the organization.
Greg is currently the Family
Life Director for Council 1149 in
Paola. He is known as a tremendous contributor to Council
events and offers guidance on
Council issues and programs.
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The 2016 – 2017 Squire of
the Year is Seth Aistrup. Seth
is a member of Holy Trinity
Circle 4743 in Paola. He is 12
years old and a student at
Holy Trinity School in Paola.
His parents are Greg and
Kendra Aistrup. Greg is an insurance claims agent and
Kendra is a wife and mother.
Seth has two siblings: Ben and
Racheal.
Seth joined the Squires on
January 12th, 2014. He currently serves the Holy Trinity
Circle as a Notary and Spiritual Leader. He participates in
the Circle ’s annual Squires
Chili Bingo event, fish fries
with the Paola Knights Council and Can Collection to raise
funds for the Circle. Seth has
donated labor to install landscape items to the winning
bidder at the Holy Trinity
Parish Auction. He can always
be found attending the regular
business meetings for the Paola Circle.
Seth has been a regular
Mass Server at Holy Trinity
Parish and is also a greeter before Mass. He is a member of
the Holy Trinity Youth Group
and helps with fund raising
events. Seth is very active and
regularly participates in activities benefiting his school and
community.

SQUIRES
CIRCLE OF
THE YEAR

The 2016 - 2017 Squires
Circle of the Year Award goes
to Holy Trinity Circle 4743 in
Paola. The Circle remains active under the direction of
Counselor Greg Aistrup and
Chief Squire Carter Holub.
The Circle is sponsored by
Knights of Columbus Council
1149 in Paola.
The Holy Trinity Circle
continues to focus on charity
and community involvement.
This past year the Circle hosted a Chili Bingo event to raise
funds for the youth within the
Holy Trinity Parish. These
funds were used to help with
expenses for the youth attending the National Catholic
Youth Conference in Indianapolis. Total funds raised
for the event were $548.68. A
follow up event for the same
cause was held in conjunction
with the Knights Council 1149
fish fry and more than
$300.00 was raised.
The Circle has added seven
new members in the past year
and continues to grow at a
rapid pace. The Circle also
maintains the aluminum can
recycling station at the Holy
Trinity School. Proceeds are
donated to Parish and Community causes including the
Parish Auction and Youth
Group. The Circle also has
plans to help with the Parish
Building and Grounds Committee to assist in completing
projects to improve their facilities.

Page 20 July 16, 2017

	Iva Ann McIntyre (Patterson), 80, of St. Joseph Parish, Ellinwood, died May 29, 2017. She graduated from Great Bend
High School and later married Richard Raymond McIntyre
on June 30, 1962. Survivors include son, Richard Owen
McIntyre; daughter in-law, Tracy McIntrye; and grandchild,
Cassandra Brazil. Father Terrance Klein presided.
	Rebecca Ann “Becky” Burden, 48, of St. Anthony Parish,
Lakin and St. Mary Parish, Garden City, died June 4, 2017.
Burden worked various jobs, including the Kearny County
Sherriff’s Office, a para-professional at Lakin Elementary
School, a cook at the Green Gorilla Day Care, the Lakin
Recreation Commission, and did clerical work at the Thrift
Store in Lakin. She played the piano at St. Anthony Church,
St. Mary Church and at St. Catherine Hospital. Survivors
include her mother, Karen Burden; and two sisters, Tiffany

HELP WANTED

Campus Minister Position

Sacred Heart Cathedral Catholic School/Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe is now taking applications for
a Campus Minister.
Responsibilities include: Theology instruction
for middle school students at Sacred Heart,
Discipleship, Parish and School Integration.
Please contact Lynee Habiger, SHCCS principal
620 227 6532 lynee.habiger@dcshcs.com.

Obituaries
Smitheran and Melissa Burden. Father Rene Labrador
presided.
Fernando Blanco, 61, of St. Anthony of Padua Parish,
Liberal, died May 28, 2017. After working in ranching
in Nevada, he came to Liberal and worked for National
Beef Packing Company as a grounds keeper, maintaining
the landscape in the front entrance of the plant. He was
an avid gardener and raised roses in his yard. Survivors
include his wife Alicia of 41 years; sons Eric Blanco and
David Blanco; daughters Alicia Blanco and Luz Rodriguez;
brothers Salvador Blanco and Guillermo Blanco; sisters
Rosa Miramomtes, Alicia Delgado, Isidra Gutierrez, and
Lucia Aguilar; and eight grandchildren. Father George
Fajardo presided.
Joyce L. Greathouse, 85, of Sacred Heart Parish, Larned,
passed away June 7, 2017. She was a retired L.M.H.T. from
Larned State Hospital. She was a member of the Sacred
Heart Altar Society and V.F.W. Auxiliary Club. Her husband, Charles (Chuck) E. Greathouse, died May 27, 1992.
Survivors include sons, Roy and Jeffery; daughter, Dayna
Schmidt; foster daughter, Ann Wilcox; brother, Harold
Swartz; sisters, Sandra Fankhouser and Nancy Oder; and
five grandchildren. Father Warren Stecklein presided.
Zita M. Droste, 93, of the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Gaudalupe Parish, Dodge City, died June 10, 2017. She
worked in the lunchroom at Sacred Heart School and was
a cook at Trinity Manor until
retiring. She was a member of
the Daughters of Isabella and
Altar Society. Her husband,
Herman H. Droste, preceded
her in death on Jan. 17, 2009.
Survivors include her children, Sheila Railsback, Royce
Droste and Nina Wendling; her
brother, Hilary Kessler; three
sisters, Johanna Biel, Julie
Ridder and Juanita Dinges; 11
grandchildren and 18 greatgrandchildren. Bishop Ronald
M. Gilmore presided.
Carlos (Charlie) O.
Mendoza, 80, of Mary, Queen
of Peace Parish, Ulysses, died
June 13, 2017. Mendoza spent
his early adult life in Grand
Island, Neb., working at Cornhusker Army Ammunition
Plant. Prior to his death, he
resided with Mosaic in Garden City, Kansas, for more
than 20 years. He is survived
by his daughter, Carol Jean
Mendoza; two grandchildren,
John and Amanda; two greatgrandchildren, Gabriel and
Misty; siblings, Blas Mendoza,
Mary Pena, Delia Quintero,
Elvira (Vera) Tristan, Robert
Mendoza, and Mary Helen
Davila; and numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins. Father
Peter Fernandez presided.
Rosalva Perez, 51, of
Mary, Queen of Peace Parish,
Ulysses, died June 12, 2017.
She was born in Ojinaga, Mexico; Rosalva and Raul Perez
were married in 1992. She was
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a cook for Ulysses Public School USD 214 and was very
involved with her church.Survivors include husband, Raul;
a son, Raul Perez Jr.; a daughter, Veronica Garcia; mother,
Gloria Sanchez Terrazas; three brothers, Juan Terrazas,
Markco Terrazas, and Hugo Terrazas; two sisters, Socoro
Mancano and Veronica Terrazas; five grandchildren; and
other relatives and friends.
	Ronald L Kershner, 66, of St. Joseph Parish, Scott City,
died June 18, 2017. He was a veteran of the Kansas Army
National Guard, and owned RK Taxidermy. He worked for
more than 40 years at several cooperatives and was with
the Scott Cooperative for 28 years, retiring on Dec. 31,
2015. He is survived by his wife, Beth; two sons, Michael
and Jeffrey; one daughter, Jennifer Kershner; one brother,
Larry Kershner; four grandchildren; and many nephews,
nieces; and numerous extended family members and
friends. Father Bernard Felix presided.
	Armella Marie Dechant, 92, of Sacred Heart Parish,
Larned, died June 19, 2017. She was a member of the
Altar Society. She was preceded in death by her husband,
Henry J. Dechant, on Nov. 9, 1988. Survivors include two
sons, Gary and Larry; three daughters, Beverly Taylor,
Janice McDonald and Monica Grant; 15 grandchildren; 22
great-grandchildren; and five great-great-grandchildren.
Father Warren Stecklein presided.
Jayne Kay Wapelhorst, 60, of Prince of Peace Parish at
St. Rose of Lima Church, Great Bend, died June 21, 2017.
She was a CNA for Dominican Sisters of Peace and had
worked for Fresenius Kidney Care in Great Bend for 21
years. She was a member of the Altar Society and had
spent many years performing with the Argonne Rebels
Drum and Bugle Corps. Survivors include great-niece,
Hadleigh Renee Thorne; three sisters, Anita Ellen Fischer,
Jean Herrman, and Anna Donecker; three brothers, Arthur
E. Keffer, William G. “Bill” Keffer, and Lee A. Keffer; and
many nieces and nephews. Father Ted Stoecklein presided.
Lucille Ann (Jarmer) Pankratz, 74, of Sacred Heart Parish, Larned, died June 26, 2017. She was a retired paralegal. Mrs. Pankratz was preceded in death by her husband
Gaylon, and parents, Joseph and Bertha Jarmer. Survivors
include her sons, Michael and David; grandchildren, Nicholas, Daniel, Thomas, Noel and Lily Pankratz.
Margaret M. Miller, 97, of Prince of Peace Parish at
St. Patrick Church, Great Bend, died June 29, 2017. She
was owner and operator of Kirkman Liquor Store. She
was a member of the Altar Society. Survivors include one
nephew, Roger Murphy and his wife Mary Lou; one niece,
Jill Eliason and her husband Dan; and one niece-in-law,
Karla Kirkman.
Raymond Eugene Schmidt, St. Boniface Parish, Sharon,
died June 30, 2017. He served in the Korean War. He became a welder, offering his services at all hours to serve
farmers and oil field workers. He also served as mayor
of Sharon for many years, was an active member of St.
Boniface Catholic Church, cemetery committee, Knights
of Columbus, American Legion, and volunteer fireman. He
is survived by: his wife, Eileen; children, Doug, Dan, David
and Deanna; nine grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren;
two brothers; and five sisters.
Miguel Angel Chavez, 78, of Dodge City, died July 2, 2017.
Miguel was married to Jesus Delgado, she survives. He was
retired from Cargill Meats in Dodge City. Other survivors
include two sons: Jesus J. and Miguel A.; three daughters,
Manuela Chavez, Cruz E. Chavez, and Juana L. Chavez; two
brothers, Salvador Chavez and Jesus A. Chavez; five sisters,
Berta L. Chavez, Soccor Chavez, Belia Chavez, Carmen
Chavez, and Mercedes Chavez; 14 grandchildren and 14
great-grandchildren. Father Jim Dieker presided.

aDVaNtaGe

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

July 16, 2017

Page 21

GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

ACROSS
3 Son-in-law of Laban
9 Biblical food
10 Joshua was buried
in this hill country (Josh
24:30)
11 “___ this day be at
my side”
12 Diocese or bishop
starter
13 Clerical color
15 Second century
pope
16 Enter by the ___
gate
17 Fish part for Jonah
20 “Regina ___”
22 Type of monastery
23 Church council
25 Like Pope Francis I
26 Worship
29 A no-coveting
commandment
31 French Christmas
32 The Garden
35 There were five
ecumenical councils
held here
36 Possible Easter
month
37 The disciples ate
this on the Sabbath
(Mt 12:1)
DOWN
1 “…as you have
believed, let it be done
for you.” (Mt 8:13)
2 “___ Night”

Dan reed, FiCF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

T�ler Me�er, FiCF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, Seward, St. John
and Greensburg councils.

Field agent Position a�aila�le
Call George spinelli �or More in�or�ation
George spinelli, FiCF, LUTCF, CLU
(785) 726-4899 oﬃce • (785) 650-3404 cell

St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley, Goodland, Colby, Marienthal, Scott City, Sharon Springs,
St. Francis, Tribune and Garden City councils.

Darin reed, FiCF

CORK
______
______
MARE

(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson,
Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

Jose arias

(785) 259-8689

Spearville, Wright, Ashland, Ness City, Dodge City,
Ingalls and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

st. sebastiaN’s sODuKO

shaun Linen�erger
Dan Ordone�

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

9

11

12

13

14
15

16
17

20

18

19
22

21
23

24

25

26

27

28
29

30

31

32

33

34
35

36
37
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

3 Governor Bush,
convert to Catholicism
4 First bishop of
America
5 Home of Lazarus
6 Husband of Queen
Jezebel
7 Secret place for
Christians in Rome
8 White for a pope,
black for no pope
14 “___ et Orbi”

Teaser THe
Teaser THe seCOND:
FirsT:
Can you morph
one word into
another by just
changing one letter at a time?

Ransom council

Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

2

15 Sacrament of the
___
18 Not clergy
19 David played one
21 Divine time
22 Hebrew month
23 Biblical method of
execution
24 The Archdiocese of
Abuja is in this African
country
27 Sacerdotal sacra-

ment
28 Vestment made of
a narrow strip of cloth
30 What you should
do when the herald
angels sing
33 Founder of Our
Sunday Visitor newspaper, Fr. John ___
34 The Solemnity of
Mary is celebrated in
this month (abbr.)

ST. MICHAEL’S BRAIN TEASERS

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell
(785) 301-2676 oﬃce • (785) 623-8716 cell

1

Teaser THe THirD: Each pair of
definitions is for two words, where
the second word is the first word
with a letter deleted (example:
brand & band). The length of the
first word in each pair is provided,
along with the position of the deleted letter to obtain the second
word.
1) finely milled wheat (5 letters) &
(delete 2nd letter) a number
2) to strike heavily or repeatedly
(5 letters) & (delete 3rd letter) a
small body of water
3) a type of fish (6 letters) & (delete
4th letter) an elegant living room
4) to damage or destroy (4 letters)
& (delete 3rd letter) to enter into
an election contest
(Left) To solve a soduko, fill in
the table so that the numbers
from 1 to 9 will be in each
column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9.
Cada columna debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a
9. Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe
contener los números a partir
la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of
sodukooftheday.com.
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Priests ON tHe Prairie
Died July 16, 1951

Bishop Stephan A. Appelhans, SVD

B

ishop Appelhans was born
Dec. 27, 1905 in Pfeifer. His
family moved to Spearville,
where he attended St. John
grade school. He began studying for the priesthood at Divine
Word Seminary in Techny, Ill.
He later attended St. Gabriel’s
Seminary near Vienna, Austria,
where he was ordained on May
5, 1932 for the Society of the
Divine Word by the Most Rev.
Franz Kamprath, auxiliary bishop of Vienna. He offered his
first Mass at St. John’s Church,
Spearville on July 12, 1932.
After serving as prefect of
students at St. Paul’s Preparatory Seminary, Epworth, Ill., and at Holy Ghost Preparatory Seminary, East Troy, Wisc., he volunteered
for work in the war-stricken mission of New Guinea.
He was Superior of both the eastern and central
mission districts.

He was appointed Vicar Apostolic of
Eastern New Guinea and ordained to the
episcopacy by Cardinal Samuel Stritch,
archbishop of Chicago, Nov. 30, 1948.
Bishop Appelhans served the Church
in East New Guinea until his death on
July 16, 1951. On that day, returning
from the consecration of a new church,
Bishop Appelhans and six others died
when their airplane crashed into the sea
just off the coast of Lac during a storm.
Bishop Leo Arkfeld, vicar apostolic
of Central New Guinea, celebrated the
funeral Mass July 17, 1951. Burial was
at Alexishafen, the See City of East New
Guinea.
On July 23, 1951, Bishop Carroll celebrated a Pontifical Mass of Requiem
at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Wichita. Father Arnold
Weller offered a Requiem High Mass at St. John the
Baptist Church in Spearville.
His sister, Sister Josine Appelhans, was an Adorer of
the Blood of Christ.

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Pope Francis’ Monthly
intentions; July 2017
Lapsed Christians
That our brothers and sisters
who have strayed from the faith,
through our prayer and witness
to the Gospel, may rediscover the
merciful closeness of the Lord and
the beauty of the Christian life.

For the latest
movie reviews,
visit
www.catholic
news.com
/movies.cfm

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

aDVaNtaGe
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SKC dates,
deadlines

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Issue date/
deadline
Aug. 13/Aug. 3
Sept. 3/Aug. 23
Sept. 17/Sept. 6
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6
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St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search

Dates are subject to change.
Questions? Contact Dave at
skregister@dcdiocese.org,
or call (620) 227-1519.

Please note: The SKC
is beginning its summer monthly schedule.
Note the issue dates and
deadlines above.

Pray for Peace.
In your home, in
your community,
in the world.
ANSWERS

MOTHER TERESA
E

Z

F G N

I

N Q S C O T
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Y D F
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V V
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X M O O T
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J

K

I

I

R
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F

J

N N W R

J

L H X

S E R O O P M W P

L D A T
AGNES
BLESSED
CALCUTTA
CHARITY
CONVENT

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

Z N M C S V O L R

I

I

S

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

T O S S X

T N D O S Q W B

T

Largest
Selection of

L

S C W Q H L
T

I

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

www.idonnelly.com

G W X C

T U C L A C M R A Y V
DYING
INDIA
JOY OF LOVING
LORETO
MINISTRY

NOBEL PRIZE
POOREST
SERVICE
SICK
SLUMS

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

THirD:
1) flour & four
2) pound & pond
3) salmon & salon
4) ruin & run
seCOND:
Ballet
Tap
Jazz
Hip Hop
Salsa
Ballroom
Final Message: RECITAL
FirsT:
cork
core
care
mare
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2017 Stew
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The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe

3231 N. 14th St., Dodge City

ome spend the day with us, Aug. 26
Devise your own journey…
Encounter a range of experiences…
Explore the possibilities…
Embrace the rejuvenating power of God’s

love and goodness.

The 2017 Stewardship Day is free and open to the public.
Register at dcdiocese.org/stewardship or call 1-(620) 227-1537.
Free child care is provided.

T

his annual celebration begins with registration at 9:30,
followed by welcome and prayer with the Most Rev.
John B. Brungardt.
The event, which offers workshops in English and Spanish, kicks off with a keynote address, followed by a choice of
several breakout sessions.
Participants are invited to enjoy a free lunch in the Holy
Family Social Hall, which is followed by more breakout sessions.
The day concludes at 3:50 p.m. English Mass is at 5 p.m.,
and the Spanish Mass is at 7 p.m.

The day is FREE, with lunch and
refreshments included. The gat
hering
area will host several informati
on booths
representing different ministries,
many
with free items to take home.

annual Golf
Classic to
benefit retired
priests sept. 8

I

t’s time again to dust off the plaid
shorts: On Friday, Sept. 8, golfers from
across the diocese are invited to take
part in the annual Dechant Foundation
Golf Classic.
Do you have a special memory of your
favorite priest or maybe a priest who
helped you through a difficult time in
your life? The Golf Classic is designed to
offer you a way both to honor and provide
financial support for the retired priests of
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.
This year’s event will take place at the
Mariah Hills Golf Course on 1800 Matt
Down Road in Dodge City.
The golf classic, which is organized by
Mark Roth, Development Director for the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, will begin
with Mass at 10:30 a.m. at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Registration begins at 11 a.m., followed by Noon lunch.
The format will be a four-person scramble with a shotgun start at 1 p.m., followed
by a dinner reception.
The cost is $500 per four-member
team.
Non-golfers are welcome to attend the
dinner reception for $50 per plate. RSVP
by Aug. 25.
Sponsors are needed at several levels,
including Dinner: $3,000; Corporate:
$2,500; Company: $1,000; Team: $500;
Snack: $300; and Hole: $200.
The Prime sponsor of the Classic is
Catholic Mutual Group, which helps repair
or rebuild damaged church properties.
For registration information, or to
become a sponsor, contact Mark Roth,
mroth@dcdiocese.org, or (620) 2271535.
“The retired priests ... have been celebrating Mass, hearing confessions, anointing the sick, confirmation, baptism for
these decades for you and your family.
Let us try to open up our hearts in prayer
and assistance to them and in alms-giving.
Thank you for your support for our retired
priests.”
-- Most Rev. John B. Brungardt

