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Sundown Prayer Service
at the Coronado Cross

T

riple digit temperatures on July 12 prevented a planned Eucharistic celebration at the Coronado Cross for two busloads
of pilgrims from St. Joseph Parish in West St. Paul, Minn., returning from a Steubenville Conference held in orange County, Calif.
instead, Father Peter hughes, parochial vicar for the St. Joseph
Parish, celebrated Mass for the 96 pilgrims at St. andrew Parish
in Wright.
after Mass the pilgrims enjoyed a dinner hosted by the parish
hospitality committee in the parish hall.
the group did visit the Coronado Cross, the site of the ﬁrst
Mass in Kansas, for a sundown prayer service before traveling to
Prince of Peace in Great Bend where they had overnight accommodations at the parish center.

2017 Stewardship Day coming Aug. 26

Photo by Tim Wenzl
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Dead Sea Scrolls
By Charlene Scott-Myers
Special to the SKC
Editor’s Note: This is the last in a series on the Dead Sea
Scrolls.
ears ago, I visited Masada—golden in the morning
sun--in southern Israel’s Judean Desert, not far
from the Dead Sea and the dark caverns where the
first Dead Sea Scrolls were found.
One of the hottest places on earth, Masada is the address of a fascinating ancient high rise: a gigantic mesa
with a palace brilliantly designed and built on its rocky
three tiers by King Herod the Great.
It was Jonathan the high priest who first built a fortress
on the plateau and named it Masada, but Herod also designed the beautiful harbor and town of Caesarea, visited
by Jesus.
Several ancient scrolls were discovered at Masada, not
too surprising due to the mesa’s close proximity to the
Dead Sea and its caves that housed thousands of hidden
remnants of scrolls for 2,000 years.
Herod, although of Jewish heritage, was not popular
with the Jews. They hated him, and he knew it, so he
chose Masada as his refuge in case the Jews rose up against
him. The paranoid Herod took even more drastic steps
against his family, ordering his three sons murdered, his
once beloved wife Mariamne poisoned to death, and her
brother drowned at Jericho.
It was dangerous to be related to Herod. There was a
saying in Rome that it was “safer to be a pig than a relative of Herod.”
Herod should have stuck with architecture. He was not
a nice man.
My husband, Dave, and I viewed a video about Masada,
which claimed that the Qumran monks who wrote the
Dead Sea Scrolls were Sicarii, known to attack persons
friendly with the Romans in Jerusalem. More voices claim
that the Qumran monks were non-violent, holy men,
however.
The 960 zealot Jews who fled to the fortifications at
Masada also have been described as Sicarii, however they
were not violent until forced to defend themselves. After
the Roman siege and fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD (which
had been foretold by Jesus: “Not one stone will be left on
another….”), the Jewish zealots at Masada were the last of
the Jews whom the Romans sought to conquer in 73 AD.
These Jews also were devout religious men and women.
The Qumran monks and the Jewish zealots all had fled
the beauty of Jerusalem to save their lives and souls in
the stark and steaming desert.
The Jews inhabited Masada for only four years after the
Romans laid siege to the desert outpost. During those long
years, the defenders of Masada could look down into the
valley below and watch Jewish slaves laboring in the sweltering sun to construct enormous camps for the Roman
warriors, as well as a huge ramp up to Masada. We saw
the outlines of one camp from Masada 2,000 years later,
and travelers still trek up the ramp to Masada today.
You can read about Masada in “The Works of Josephus,”
a 930-page book that weighs almost as much as I do! The
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus was born in 37 A.D. of a
priestly family of the Hasmoneans. He was attached to the
Roman army during the siege of Jerusalem, and chose the
name “Flavius” to ingratiate himself with rulers of the Flavian
dynasty of Romans in Israel. Josephus wrote the history of
the Jews, but he later became a Christian and a bishop.
The video about Masada claimed it was unbelievable
that Josephus knew so much about the 900 Jews’ painful
discussions prior to their decision to commit suicide in
order to escape the Romans, who had built a high wall
surrounding Masada.
But in his book Josephus himself addressed that issue,
reminding his readers that two women and five children
had hidden in a cistern at Masada after they heard the
Jewish leaders debate and decide to kill their wives and
children--and then kill themselves--to escape capture by
the cruel and vicious Romans.
Now we learn from Josephus himself what he wrote
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Discovery at Israel’s ‘Masada’

Golden
Masada:
a massive
mesa glorious in the
morning
sun, the
scene of
the Roman
assault on
Jews who
took refuge there.

about that:
“It seems as if that philosophic lady who survived remembered the substances of these discourses, as spoken
by Eleazar [leader of the Jews at Masada], and so Josephus
clothed them in his own words that he wrote.”
Josephus believed this woman who heard the tragic
discussions of whether the Jews should allow themselves
to be captured by the Romans, who would attack their
wives, murder their children, and enslave the survivors for
life. The Jews agreed that their only means of escape was
to take the lives of their families and end their own lives,
rather than submit to slavery. Both options were tragic.
The Romans were unable to navigate the narrow and
dangerous Snake Path up Masada carrying their heavy
weapons. And there was no room for their mammoth battering rams and huge siege tower that opened into a plank
on which the Romans could climb. The Jews made it even
more dangerous by sending massive stones plummeting
down upon the Romans to part their wavy black hair.
Under the frustrated command of General Silva, the
Romans finally conceived a plan to erect an enormous
siege ramp fashioned of stones and dried mud. This ramp
allowed their soldiers to reach the top of Masada with their
swords and massive machines of death that hurled fire and
stones larger than grapefruit down upon the Jews.
It took the Romans four years to finish the massive ramp,
which was built with the sweat and pain of thousands of
Jewish slaves who had been captured in towns attacked
by the Romans.
The Jews at Masada were able to survive due to the
massive amount of preserved food stored in vessels in two
enormous storehouses built on Masada by King Herod’s
workers. On the jars were inscriptions such as “crushed
pressed figs,” “pressed figs,” and “dried figs.” (They ate
a lot of figs!)
In 1909, archeologists studied, mapped and excavated
Masada. A century later, the Jewish Youth Movement
of Israel and hundreds of other volunteers from around
the world helped with additional excavation. One young
man found several scrolls written 2,000 years ago by the
Jewish zealots.
“From an historical viewpoint, the most significant of
our discoveries in the rooms of the casemate wall were
undoubtedly the scrolls,” wrote Yigael Yadin, the distinguished Jewish military leader and archaeologist, in his
book “Masada.”
“Our great excitement may be imagined when, only a
few weeks after we started digging, we found our first
scroll,” Yadin said. “It was discovered in one of the rooms
in the casemate wall.
“After clearing more than six feet of debris, we got
down close to the floor. The room had not been burned

[as were several rooms on Masada by the Romans], and
it contained a large collection of vessels, cloth, mats,
baskets, and leather articles…. Then came the first serious find, important not only in itself, but also in relation
to the other finds.”
Strewn over a small area of the floor in the southern
corner of the room were 17 silver shekels. “They were in
excellent condition,” Yadin reported. “The inscriptions
in Hebrew, ‘Shekel Israel’ and ‘Jerusalem the Holy,’ were
completely clear.” So were several Hebrew words and
letters representing numbers such as one to ten.
“At Masada, silver shekels were found for the first
time in a systematic archaeological excavation, and in an
archaeological stratum clearly belonging to the period of
the revolt,” Yadin explained.
The first scroll discovered at Masada was three feet
away from the shekels. It was a fragment from the Book
of Psalms, and the parchment was black and creased. But
the archeologist was able to identify the chapters: the
scroll section ran from Psalm 81 to Psalm 85. And with the
help of infra-red photography, the text of this scroll was
identified as identical with the traditional Hebrew version,
both in wording and division of the Psalms.
It was the first time that a parchment scroll was not discovered in a cave. This scroll was dated as not later than
the year 73 A.D., the year Masada fell. Yadin described
this scroll as “almost identical to the text of the Biblical
books which we [the Jews] use today.”
A young man from a kibbutz in Israel, one of the many
volunteer workers at the excavation, found a scroll from
the Book of Leviticus at Masada. The text on another
fragment was exactly the same as the text of a scroll discovered at Qumran’s Cave Four!
One fragment appeared to have been cut and torn,
perhaps intentionally by the Roman garrison. Josephus
wrote that “Roman soldiers persecuted Jews by tearing
books of the Bible before their eyes.”
Another fragment was from the “Songs of the Sabbath
Sacrifices,” identical with the scroll from Cave Four of
Qumran. Also discovered was a piece of white leather on
which was written the last chapter of the Book of Psalms,
Psalm 150: “Praise Ye the Lord… Praise Him with the sound
of the trumpet!”
The story of the Jews at Masada ended tragically when
the men decided to kill their families and themselves,
rather than succumb to Roman slavery.
It was heartbreaking for each father to bestow hugs
and farewell kisses on his beloved wife and children, and
then to slay them in order to save them from the pain and
degradation of a lifetime of slavery.
This tale of Masada, its history and its ancient scrolls,
would echo down the centuries and never be forgotten.
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Appeal reaches $9.1 million
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Hopes and Dreams
SPeCial to the SKC
opes and Dreams. These are the
words that launched the Vibrant
Ministries Appeal. But they are
not mere words or sentiments; rather,
hopes and dreams that reflect two
years of asking for your feedback, of
Bishop Brungardt meeting with you in
your parishes and
homes and listening
to your concerns
for your Church,
children and community.
The future you
want for your
Church, children
and community has
been integral to forming the foundation
for the appeal. Through your words,
we have learned that…
…You have a deep, rich faith. “Because I know Christ, I am called to serve
the needs of the Church. Serving the
Church, I serve/help my needs.”
…You yearn to educate your children
about their faith and help them grow
spiritually. “Throughout the years, we
have made sure our boys attended tech
and youth rallies.”
…You have a broad vision, understanding the value of serving as one
Catholic community: “Good networking working together as parishes, lots
of unity.”
The four goals of the Vibrant Ministries Appeal – Priestly vocations, marriage and family life, faith formation

H

and works of mercy – are a response to
the hopes and dreams you expressed.
They respond to the two Greatest
Commandments entrusted to us by
Christ: to love God and to love our
neighbors.
More than 4,000 of our families have
already responded to the call to make
our hopes and
dreams a reality, sharing their
time, talent and
treasure to keep
the Church, children and communities of our
Diocese vibrant
and strong for
today and the future. Because of their
faith commitment, we have raised $9.1
million of our $10 million goal.
How can you help? We need your
prayers and support to strengthen
priestly vocations, marriage and family life, faith formation and works of
mercy.
For online donations go to www.
dcdiocese.org/vibrant-ministries..
Ask for a copy of the pledge card from
your parish office. Mail your pledge
to Vibrant Ministries Appeal, Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City, 910 Central
Avenue, Dodge City, KS
For donations of grain or stock contact Mark Roth at 620-227-1535 or
email at mroth@dcdiocese.org.

God bless you.

Appeal Prayer

To oﬀer a gift
• For online donations, go to www.dcdiocese.
org/vibrant-ministries.
• Ask for a copy of the pledge card from your
parish office. Mail your pledge to Vibrant Ministries
Appeal, Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, 910 Central
Avenue, Dodge City, KS
• For donations of grain or stock contact Mark
Roth at 620-227-1535 or email at mroth@dcdiocese.org.

Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
You give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
Loving God, ﬁll us with the desire
to be with you in all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our eﬀorts to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the
needs of the least among us.
Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Commentary
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He is there ...
The Lord used to speak to Moses face to face,
as one man speaks to another.
(Exodus 33: 11)

Another Way
+ Most rev.
ronald M. Gilmore
Bishop of Dodge City

But my face you cannot see, for no man can
see me and still live. … When my glory passes,
I will set you in the hollow of the rock, and will
cover you with my hand until I have passed by.
Then I will remove my hand, so that you can see
my back; but my face is not to be seen.
(Exodus 33: 20, 22-23)
• • •
You might be forgiven for thinking that
these are surely two different books, two
different writers, two different points of view

Jesus
says
hi.

By Dave Myers
Editor

Wonderful world of
wackadoodles

here. But it is the one same Book of Exodus.
It is the one same Chapter 33, and there are
only nine verses separating these two quotations. So, which is it, the “face” or the “back?”
What did Moses see?
Scholars say that there are two different
traditions handed down here: the final editor
thought that both currents of thought were
too fine to be left out, so he simply put them
together in the same chapter. All right, we’ll
give him that one, but we might have done it
differently.
But, quibble among editors aside, real
friends of God recognize as “true” what the
editor did. In prayer, “both” are true of the
Real God. In deep prayer, we do see, and we
do not see. There is a “face,” and there is a

My life among the lettuce

I wanted to take this oppo
rtunity to announce that I
have been asked to host the
final series of classes of the
season that are taught throu
gh the ITV (Interactive Television) network. As editor
of your Catholic newspaper
and thus an expert on all thi
ngs, I was wondering when
they would finally get aroun
d to asking me. (Last week’
s
classes were taught by a tom
ato worm.)
My classes are scheduled to
include:
1) “My Life Among the Lett
uce:” This class details the
year I spent in the Himalayas
living among a patch of wild
lettuce. I remember it like it
was yesterday -- I named the
big head of lettuce “Grum
py.” He was obviously the
alpha-head. I spent many lon
g hours bunched up in a bal
l,
each day moving just a little
closer to him in order to ear
n
his trust. Then, on one memo
rable day, I was able to approach Grumpy without fea
r or trepidation. And by ear
ning Grumpy’s trust, I had ear
ned the trust of the others
in the herd. They had accept
ed me as one of their own.
I
had, indeed, become a memb
er of the patch.
Cost is $5. Salad will be ser
ved.

of His beGod loves us with all
Jesus says hi
ing!) — so
be
ing (which is A LOT of
Life, I’ve realized, is a wonderful struggle.
His only Son
much so that He sent
My
optimism may stem from the fact that I’m
fact that huto die for us. And the
not neurotically worried about something at
bit nutty only
manity tends to be a
the
moment.
s
Hi
gift of
makes this incredible
Whe
n I am in the midst of worries and anxingful.
Son all the more mean
iety,
some
times so intense that I can’t imagort in this,
I hope you feel comf
ine
ever
climb
ing out of it, it’s so important
see, it’s ofas I do. Because, you
to
reme
mbe
r
that
Jesus is at my side every
or
rd
wo
by
ten suggested to me
singl
e
seco
nd,
chee
ring me on.
to
,
So
.
ird
deed that I’m a bit we
In
fact,
he’s
right
here
s
next to me this very
Hi
part of
know that this was
mom
ent
if
you
want
to
say
hello. (Now he’s
e ... I don’t
plan makes me feel lik
telling me not to be a Mister Smarty-pants,
e
Lik
g!
lon
be
I
know ... well, like
that he’s right next to you, too. In fact, if you
er!
we’re all in this togeth
be
still and listen, you can hear him say hi!)
other!
Forget judging each
you got
Sure, I’m a weirdo—
are you!
that right—but so
ome to the
Awesome, right!? Welc
The WonderIsland of Misfit Toys!
odles! We’re
ful World of Wackado
ird family of a
all one beautifully we
truly loving God!

“back.” The awkward juxtaposition expresses
well what happens when we pray.
It comes to this. Our minds cannot see God
in this world, cannot understand him, cannot
comprehend him, cannot take in all of him.
But our wills can reach him nonetheless. We
can be touched by his bending down to us, by
his own creating and redeeming love. And we
can touch him by returning that love with our
own.
The little child in a busy Mall will sometimes
lean against her father’s leg, with an arm
wrapped around it. She can’t see him. He is
just there. She is loved and safe. She “feels”
him, and that’s enough. Even as it was for
Moses.

RAISE Act will weaken family bonds and
impact nation’s ability to respond to those
in crisis, says U.S. Catholic Bishops chairman

W

ASHINGTON—The Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez, Bishop of
Austin and Chair of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on
Migration, says that the newly proposed
RAISE Act would cause the nation to turn
its back on those setting out to build better lives. It would weaken family bonds
and impact the nation’s ability to respond
to those in crisis. Bishop Vásquez’s full
statement follows:
“I express strong opposition to the
RAISE Act, which was introduced Aug. 2 in
the U.S. Senate by Senators Tom Cotton
(R-AR) and David Perdue (R-GA). Had this
discriminatory legislation been in place
generations ago, many of the very people
who built and defended this nation would
have been excluded.
“The United States supports families
and should not throw up obstacles to
their unity. Unfortunately, the RAISE
Act would have our nation turn its back
on this long and storied tradition of
welcoming families setting out to build
a better life.
“The RAISE Act would permanently
cap the number of refugees allowed safe
passage, thereby denying our country the
necessary flexibility to respond to humanitarian crisis. As a Church, we believe the
stronger the bonds of family, the greater a
person’s chance of succeeding in life. The

RAISE Act imposes a definition of family
that would weaken those bonds.
“I urge the Senate to reject this measure
and implore Congress and the President
to work together in a bipartisan fashion to
enact into law comprehensive immigration reform. I believe that such reform
must recognize the many contributions
that immigrants of all backgrounds have
made to our nation, and must protect the
lives and dignity of all, including the most
vulnerable.”
Applicants to the U.S. would have to
get at least 30 points, as judged by their:
• highest educational qualification: 13
points for a U.S. doctorate; one point for
a U.S. or foreign high school diploma
• age: people over 50 would get no
points, with younger people being
judged on a sliding scale from two to 10
points
• ability at English, as judged by a test
• future salary: 13 points for a job offer
that paid 300% of the median for their
destination state
• investments: 12 points for a $1.8 million investment in a US business
• achievements: 15 points for an Olympic medal, 25 points for a Nobel prize
• No welfare for new immigrants
• New holders of green cards would not
be eligible for any means-tested federal
benefits for five years after arriving.

We’re all one
beautifully weird
family of a truly
loving God.
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BELLY? ...
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Let’s encourage elders to take an active role in the Church

I

recently participated in the Convocationately fill the pews of our Catholic
tion of Catholic Leaders in Orlando,
churches and serve in large numbers in
Florida. The purpose of this large,
every imaginable ministry. According to
unprecedented encounter between U.S.
well-known Catholic journalist John L.
bishops and laity was to study what Pope Allen, Jr., by 2030 6.8 million additional
Francis has termed
U.S. Catholics will enter their
the “new peripherretirement years, the stage of
ies” and to form mislife when people are most likely
sionary disciples.
to pray and go to church, and
I was invited to the
by 2050 elderly Americans will
convocation to speak
outnumber youth by more than
about the elderly. The
16 million. Older people are not
90-minute session
a periphery but the mainstay,
would be the only
the bulwark, of our church!
moment when the
During the panel, my coBy Sister
unique needs and
presenters and I shared our pracaspirations of seniors Constance Veit, L.S.P.
tical expertise and our convicDirector of communications tions about the dignity of every
would be discussed.
for the
I prayed that our
human life and the irreplaceable
Little Sisters of the Poor
panel would effecrole of elders as wisdom figures
tively represent the
with many gifts to offer. I was
elderly as both agents and recipients of
inspired by the commitment and comthe church’s charitable and evangelizpassion of those who participated in our
ing mission, but as I heard more and
session, but what really amazed me was
more discussion about the “peripherhow God led me to numerous encounters
ies” - Pope Francis’ term for those on
with inspiring older people during the rest
the margins of society - the Holy Spirit
of the convocation.
inspired me with a new and unexpected
I met a retired college professor
conviction.
who was there to assist her daughNumerous speakers referred to imter, a vibrant young disabled woman
migrants and young adults as the future
who had been selected to attend the
of the church in the United States. As I
convocation. A group of widows from
reviewed the statistics I planned to presFlorida invited me to dine with them
ent on the exponential aging of western
and enthusiastically shared how their
societies, I had a sudden realization. The
lives had been transformed through
most significant and rapidly growing
the Cursillo movement. One older
demographic in the church is not Hispan- couple described their experiences
ics, Asians, or young adults; it is older
training generations of altar servers in
persons!
their parish, and another detailed their
Already senior citizens disproporministry preparing engaged couples for

the sacrament of marriage.
I met with several women from the
Long Island based group Catholics
for Freedom of Religion (CFFOR), an
initiative launched in 2012 in response
to the HHS Contraceptive Mandate.
The purpose of CFFOR is “preserving
America’s First Amendment Freedom
of Religion for our times and for ages
and millions yet unborn.” The non-partisan group establishes parish groups
to educate and advocate for religious
liberty according to the original intent
of the U.S. Constitution. CFFOR sponsors diocesan events during the annual
Fortnight for Freedom, gives presentations in parishes and schools and
develops and distributes educational
resources on religious freedom for
school children. With the full support

of their local bishop, CFFOR has already
spread to five states!
As I engaged with the women of CFFOR, I recalled a homily by Pope Francis
when he compared the elderly to “fine
vintage wine and good bread” and of
a very recent homily in which he told
cardinals in Rome that they are “grandfathers” called to share their wisdom and
experience and to pass on their dreams
to today’s youth.
With such great numbers and so much
to share, the elderly can hardly be considered a periphery in the church. They
will only become a periphery if younger
generations push them aside and refuse
to accept the gifts they have to offer. So
let us welcome the new embrace between young and old that Pope Francis
so ardently desires!

The multiplication of love

S
By Mary
Sharon Moore

Poor, Like
Jesus

unlight inches through my
kitchen on this quiet Sunday
morning.
I ease a bread knife through the
loaf of bannock [a flat cake made
of oatmeal or barley], then slather
six thick slices with fresh-ground
peanutbutter. Gently I pat the sandwiches together. With care I place
each one in a ziplock bag.
As I deboard the No. 24 at Safeway for the mile-long walk to
church, I notice, right away, three
men resting in the shade. They look
a little “at the edges.” My kind of
people.
“Good morning,” I say as I pull
out my earbuds and position myself
square in front of them.
Two of them look up and return
my greeting. The third keeps his
glance tucked beneath the bill of his
cap.
“Would any of you like a sandwich?” I ask. “I have three sandwiches.”
Their faces light up.
“Peanut butter sandwiches,” I say.
“Homemade bread, fresh-ground
peanut butter.”
“Peanut butter is high protein,”
the fellow on the left says, maybe
so that I won’t feel bad that it’s only

peanutbutter.
“Well, that would be mighty
kind,” the one in the middle says.
He seems the most sociable of the
three.
I slide my backpack off my shoulders and onto the pavement, reach
in, and pull out the ziplock bags.
Brother Sociable grins and offers
gratitude. I notice his teeth, which
are crooked and stained.
Brother Eyes-Beneath-the-Brim
comes to life, reaches out, receives
his sandwich, and nods his thanks.
The third one, who I notice is not
so much sociable as flat out talkative, tells me it’s mighty nice of me
to give them all a sandwich.
“What’s your name?” Brother
Sociable asks.
“Maria,” I say.
“Well Maria, I’m Jim. This here is
Silver.”
Brother Eyes-Beneath-the-Brim
looks up and nods his head.
“And your name?” I ask Brother
Flat-Out-Talkative. “What do you
like to be called?”
“I’m Benny,” he gently grins. “But
most people call me …” he pauses a
little sheepishly, looking sideways at
his buddies, “Animal.”
“Animal!” I say.

“Yes ma’am.” And he pulls up his
T-shirt sleeve. Right there, in delicate italic, I spot the name: Animal.
“Well, Animal, it’s really nice to
meet you.”
I shake each one’s hand.
Animal launches into a complex
narrative about arriving here two
weeks ago, a friend who is waiting
for escrow to close on some acreage, and then his escrow will close
and he can build himself a house. He
sounds hopeful.
Like many people I encounter,
Animal is here because it didn’t
work anymore being there.
“I wanna thank you, Maria,” says
Jim, “for sharing the sandwiches. It’s
a kindly act.”
“It’s brotherhood,” I say. “Sisterhood.”
“Love loves,” he says.
“Love loves love,” I say.
He thinks about this. He gives a
solemn nod.
Now he sits up, spokesmanlike, so
that he can get out the full intent of
what he’s about to say.
“Most of all I want to thank you
for thinking to do this. I mean, you
made these sandwiches, and then
you thought of who you might give
them to.”

I think Brother Jim gets this “Love
loves love” thing.
Silver, head down, nods in agreement. Animal, too.
Well, I think, it’s nice to know that
my generosity is not wasted. But
this is not the point.
Jesus, the ultimately generous
One, wasted a lot of generosity on
me. For years. Just wasted it.
And just when I think that my
sandwich-making on a Sunday
morning is such a small gesture,
really, in a world so wounded and
wanting, Brother Jim reminds me
otherwise.
This distribution of bread, on a
Sunday morning, it’s the multiplication of love. Taking what you have
and just giving it away.
I speak, now, only personally. But
the work of this Christ-centered life
is to actually live the fierce love at
the core of me. Not my love, but
Christ-love in me.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2017.
All Rights Reserved. Mary Sharon
Moore writes and speaks nationwide
on the nature of God’s calling in our
times. Visit marysharonmoore.com
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Oklahoma priest Father Stanley Rother to be beatified Sept. 23

T

he remains of Venerable Stanley
Rother have been exhumed and
moved to a chapel in Oklahoma City
in preparation for the beatification Mass
of the first U.S. born martyr on Sept. 23.
“The witness of Father Rother’s life and
death has been a source of encouragement and inspiration to me as a seminarian, priest and now as a bishop,” said
Archbishop Paul Coakley of Oklahoma
City, according to a Catholic News Agency
report.
“His beatification is an unexpected
blessing for Oklahoma and for the United
States as we celebrate this ordinary man
from humble beginnings who answered
the call to serve an extraordinary life,”
the archbishop said.
“His witness will continue to inspire us
for generations.”
The body of Father Rother, who served
as a priest in Guatemala, was taken from
Holy Trinity Cemetery in his home town
of Okarche, Okla., to the chapel at Resurrection Cemetery in Oklahoma City.
Before his body was exhumed, his
family led a prayerful procession to
the gravesite. Father Rother’s remains
were removed later from the vault, and
examined by medical professionals and
verified, as required by the process of
beatification.
The martyred priest’s body was then
placed in a new casket with golden vestments, along with a document signed

by those in attendance. A ribbon was
wrapped around the casket, sealed with
the archdiocese’s seal in wax.
The Salve Regina was sung as the casket was re-interred, and a prayer service
followed.
“It was a holy day,” Archbishop Coakley
said. “Father Rother’s presence was
felt by many, and we are blessed as the
Catholic Church in Oklahoma to present
Father Rother’s life to the world.”
A temporary sign now marks Father
Rother’s original gravesite in Okarche,
located about 40 miles northwest of
Oklahoma City, where the original vault
and casket have been re-buried. A permanent memorial marker is planned.
Father Rother’s Mass of Beatification will take place Sept. 23 at the Cox
Convention Center in Oklahoma City. It
will be celebrated by Cardinal Angelo
Amato, prefect of the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints, and concelebrated
by Archbishop Coakley.
Father Rother was born March 27,
1935 in Okarche and entered seminary
soon after graduating from Holy Trinity
High School.
Despite a strong calling, Rother would
struggle in the seminary, failing Latin
and dismissed from one seminary before
graduating from Mount St. Mary’s in
Maryland. He was ordained a priest of
the Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa
in 1963.
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He served for five years in Oklahoma
before joining the Oklahoma diocese’s
mission in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, a
poor rural community of mostly indigenous persons where he would spend the
next 13 years of his life.
Growing up on his family’s farm served
him and his parishioners
well in Guatemala. As
a mission priest, he not
only celebrated Mass,
but also taught the
Guatemalans how to fix
a broken truck and work
the fields. Together they
built a farmers’ co-op, a
school, a hospital, and the
Guatemala diocese’s first
Catholic radio station.
Over the years, the
violence of the Guatemalan civil war approached
the once-peaceful village.
Disappearances, killings,
and danger soon became
a part of daily life, but
Father Rother remained
steadfast and supportive
of his people.
In 1980-1981, the violence escalated. The bodies of murdered deacons
and parishioners were
thrown on his porch.
Father Rother witnessed
the kidnapping of some
of some of his friends and parishioners, who were killed.
In January 1981, with his name on
a death list, Father Rother returned
to Oklahoma for a short time. But
as Easter approached, he knew he
was needed to celebrate Holy Week
with his people in Guatemala.
The morning of July 28, 1981, 36
years ago, three large men (Guatemalans are of small stature) who
had been fighting the native people
and rural poor of Guatemala since
the 1960s, broke into Father Rother’s rectory. They came to disappear him, as so many Guatemalans
had disappeared, but he refused.
Not wanting to endanger a
deacon at the parish mission, he
struggled, but did not call for help.
Fifteen minutes and two gunshots
later, Father Stanley was dead. The
burly men then fled the mission
grounds.
Though his body was buried in
Okarche, Father Rother’s heart was
enshrined in the church of Santiago
Atitlan where he served. His heart
belonged to the mission every

moment he served there, and even during his short visit to Oklahoma.
Father Rother’s cause for beatification
was opened in 2007, and his martyrdom
was recognized by the Vatican in December 2016, which opened the way for his
beatification.

Beatification of

Servant of God
Father Stanley Rother
Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017
10 a.m. Cox Convention Center
Oklahoma City

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Free Admission
Tickets not required

“The reality is that we are in danger. But I do not
know when or what form the government will use
to repress the Church more. Given the situation
I’m not ready to leave. But if it is my destiny and I
must give my life here, it will be so. I do not want
to leave this town ... you can still do much good in
these circumstances. “
-- Father Stanley Rother
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A heart for undocumented children

By Charlene SCott-MyerS
Special to the Catholic
essica Soto-Botello has a heart for
undocumented children.
She was born in California, the
daughter of parents from Mexico. But
when they moved to Dodge City and she
started third grade, she couldn’t understand a word of English.
She told the story of her first day at
school at Lincoln Elementary in Dodge
City:
“I still remember my first day,” she
said, smiling. “The teacher said something, but I couldn’t understand what she
said. I was so shy, and was late to school
that day. My dad asked me if I had understood anything the teacher told me. I
did not, so the teacher asked someone to
translate for me.”
Jessica mastered the English language,
and today this mother of four is dedicating her life to undocumented youngsters
who also need help from a friendly face,
like she did years ago.
From her Garden City office at Catholic
Charities, Jessica now is a Safe Release
Support and Program Specialist, referring immigrant families to appropriate
resources, such as a non-foot pantry, life
skills classes, and other agencies.
Jessica previously worked with two
law firms, including immigration attorney
Michael Feltman in Dodge City and Cimmaron and Eloy Gallegos in Garden City.
“I graduated from Fort Hays University with a Bachelor’s degree in Social
Services in May, 2010, and went to work
with the law firms,” she said. “I wanted
to become a social worker, but God had a
plan for me and led me into the immigra-

J

Jessica Soto-Botello, of Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas. among her duties are
Photo by Dave Myers
securing sponsors for undocumented children.
tion field.”
all across the country while waiting for
Today Jessica is securing sponsors for
someone to help them.
undocumented children. She hopes in
“It’s pretty sad,” Jessica added ruefully.
the near future that Catholic Charities,
She has seen undocumented refugee
which has an adoption program in Dodge children from the age of three to 16 or
City, also will offer a foster care program
18 year-olds, but reported that “Most of
for the children.
them are from 15 to 17 years old.”
“Many of these children have crossed
Not only are children leaving Mexico,
the border by themselves, little ones
many are fleeing from Guatemala, Honcoming with their older siblings,” she
duras, and El Salvador, where gangs are
pointed out.
creating havoc by forcing youth to join
“They have been put in shelters, and
them – and attacking their families if they
are waiting to be claimed by family or
don’t.
close friends. Some of their parents have
“Children are arriving from all over,”
been sent back [to their native country].” Jessica said. “Once it is okay to join their
Thousands of children have been and
sponsors, they come by plane or bus, acstill are being held in detention centers
companied by an adult. Sponsors pay for

the tickets of the children and the adults.”
Sponsors also provide a home and
safety to a child, as well as education and
medical assistance. “Sponsors make sure
the child is safe and well, just like a parent does,” Jessica said.
She has seen the number of sponsors decrease since January. “They are
afraid,” she explained.
“Most of our sponsors are undocumented, and because they have to be
fingerprinted, they fear they will be sent
back to the countries from which they
fled,” she explained.
To become a sponsor of an undocumented child, one must give one’s name
and address and verify identity with a
photo ID and passport.
“Before we began fingerprinting, we
had 12 to 16 sponsors a month, but that
number has dropped,” Jessica said.
“In January we had 18 sponsors, in February only six, in March one, in April and
May three for each month, and so far in
June only two.”
Immigrants come to Jessica dealing
with stress from their family separation,
and fear and suspicion of government
entities.
“My dream job always has been to help
people,” she added. “Immigrant parents
are sent back, but their children are not.
I have seen so many families separated.
“They have come into my office crying. It is so hard for them. My heart has
always been with them.
“These immigrants could be my family.
I was hurting as well at one time, and still
am hurting when I think of my husband’s
parents being separated and close
friends too.”

Immigrant children held in cages
By Charlene SCott-MyerS
to find safety in the United States from
Special to the Catholic
persecution and death from the hundreds
he nation’s largest humanitarian
of gangs that have multiplied in their councrisis since World War II has octries in recent years.
curred in recent years as citizens
As Jessica Soto-Botello of Catholic Chariof Mexico, Honduras, Guatemala, El
ties in Garden City explained, the gangs
Salvador, and other countries have
recruit youthful members by threatening
walked for hundreds of miles in blisterthem and their families with death if they
ing desert heat to cross U.S. borders
don’t join them in looting and killing others.
and find safety.
A 64-page list of migration-related detenBut their tragedy has only begun
tion sites for persons who have illegally
when they reach America, the land of
entered the United States can be read at
the free and the home of the brave.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/list_of_deThe “undocumented” are not considtemtion_sites_in_the_United_States.
ered free, even though they certainly
Kansas has had six detention sites, inare brave. Nearly 100 percent of them
cluding El Dorado Kansas Detention Center,
have been shuttled into detention
Leavenworth Detention Center and Prison,
centers and prisons located all over the
the Rice County Detention Center in Lyons;
United States, including Kansas.
at the nogales Processing Center in texas, children are the Shawnee County Department of CorrecThe United States maintains the
housed in 18-foot-high chain-link fences topped with tions, the Chase county Detention Facility in
largest immigration detention infrarazor wire which bares a striking resemblance to animal Cottonwood Falls, and the Wichita Detenstructure in the world, which by the
cages. When these centers are too overcrowded, these tion Center.
end of fiscal year 2007 included 961
Congressman Henry Cuellar of Texas was
children are sent to overﬂow facilities such as the artesia
sites either directly owned by or under
outraged
when he visited one of his state’s
Center, located in texas (above).
contract with the federal government,
detention centers. He took photos of dozens
according to the Freedom of Informaof diseased and distraught immigrant youth
Congressman Henry Cuellar of Texas
tion Act Office of ICE.
and children imprisoned inside a locked cage.
was outraged when he visited one of
During the period between 2007 to 2009,
A long time student of the law, Cuellar holds
no less than 363 detention sites in multiple his state’s detention centers. He took a PhD, and is the U.S Representative for Texas’
states were used to house undocumented photos of dozens of diseased and dis- 28th congressional district, a position he has
immigrants.
held since 2005. He was appointed Secretary
traught immigrant youth and children of the State of Kansas by Governor Rick Perry
The “illegals,” who are jailed and even
crammed into cages, have risked their lives imprisoned inside a locked cage.
in 2001.

T

More than 33,000
unaccompanied
immigrant children
have been apprehended at the
country’s borders
since October
2016. Many of the
undocumented
unaccompanied
minors today
are fleeing horrific gang violence,
sexual assault and
rape, especially
from the “Northern Triangle”: El
Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala.
For more information,
visit https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/news2/california-lawyer-refuses-allow-trump-immigration-policies-keepyouth-locked-cages
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Knights of Columbus to raise $2 million to rebuild Iraqi town

S

t. Louis, Mo. (CNA/EWTN News).The Knights of Columbus on Aug. 1
announced it will raise and donate
$2 million to re-settle Iraqi Christian
families displaced by the Islamic State
in their home town of Karemlesh on the
Nineveh Plain.
“The terrorists desecrated churches and
graves and looted and destroyed homes,”
Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight of the
Knights of Columbus, said in his Aug. 1 remarks announcing the $2 million project.
“Now we will ensure that hundreds
of Christian families driven from their
homes can return to these two locations
and help to ensure a pluralistic future for
Iraq,” he said. In order for Iraq to have
such a future, he said Christians must be
treated as “free and equal citizens” and
not suffer the “religious apartheid” of
previous years.
Anderson addressed the 135th annual
convention of the Knights of Columbus

held in St. Louis, Mo. Aug. 1-3. Ninety
bishops, including the Most Rev. John B.
Brungardt, and 12 cardinals were present, along with Knights councils from all
over the world.
The Knights of Columbus is an international Catholic men’s organization founded, in Anderson’s words, to “strengthen
the faith of Catholic men” and “protect
their families.”
An international aid organization as
well, the Knights’ Christian Refugee
Relief Fund has provided more than $13
million in aid to persecuted Christians
since 2014, mostly in Iraq and Syria. In
2014, forces of the Islamic State overran
large swathes of Syria and Iraq, killing or
displacing many Christian families.
The group has since been forced back,
losing much of its territory, including the
Nineveh Plain where many Christians lived.
Around 1.5 million Christians lived in
Iraq before the U.S. invasion in 2003,

Pastoral Ministry Formation class to ask
FALL CLASSES

THEO 4053 Worship and Faith (3 hr. course)
Instructor: Father Frank Coady

The Church’s Creeds evolved out of a doctrinal concern,
but they were always more than doctrine; they were prayed
by the Christian community. The way the Church prayed by
her faith, primarily in the Eucharistic gathering, even contributed to the formation of the New Testament. For every
generation, the principle gateway into the faith is the way
it worships. Thus, worship must be regarded as one of the
most vigorous and central elements of the Pastoral Ministry
Formation curriculum. This course will consider the relationship between liturgical prayer and religious imagination,
focusing particularly on the meaning liturgy can have for
Father Frank Coady
contemporary Catholics, as well as present day challenges.
*This course is one of the core courses needed to obtain the
Diocesan Certification in Liturgical Ministry.
Class Times: Sept. 9, 16, Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28, Nov. 4, 11, 18
Saturday mornings - 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Location: Interactive Television Sites throughout Dodge City and Salina Dioceses
Cost:
3 hr. course for college credit - $150.00*
3 hr. course for personal enrichment - $75.00*
*price quotes do not include books
Textbook: Liturgy and the New Evangelization by Timothy P. O’Malley
Father Frank Coady is the coordinating instructor for the PMF Program for Liturgical
Ministry focus area. Father Frank is the pastor of St. Thomas More Parish, Manhattan,
KS and Director of the Offices of Liturgy, Deacons and Lay Ministry Formation of the
Diocese of Salina. He received his bachelor’s degree in philosophy from St. Thomas
Seminary College, Denver, and an S.T.L. degree in fundamental theology and Doctorate in dogmatic theology, from Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome.

THEO 4881 500th Anniversary of the Reformation (1 hr. course)
Instructor: Father Robert Schremmer, Christopher M. Bellitto

2017 is the 500th anniversary of
“the” Reformation. People often
think “the” Reformation was a
single, movement. Actually there
were many reformations. This
course uncovers multiple reformations before and after Luther and
the Council of Trent, discovering
not only religious movements, but
also the political, social, economic,
and cultural contexts of centuries
that changed the world.
Father Schremmer and Christopher Bellitto
Father Schremmer facilitates
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation with DVD series created by Now You Know
Media, featuring presenter Christopher M. Bellitto.

but that number has fallen to below an
estimated 250,000. The situation for Iraqi
Christians is so dire, Anderson said, that
“without substantial assistance” in the
next two months, many of them might
leave Iraq for good.
Christians have lived in the area for
centuries, tracing their communities back
to almost the beginning of Christianity.
Some speak Aramaic, the language Jesus
would have spoken, and various ancient
shrines existed in the region, including
the tomb of the prophet Jonah which
was destroyed by Islamic State.
“These Christian communities are a
priceless treasure for the Church and
for humanity,” Anderson said on Tuesday. He called the Knights’ drive to raise
money for them a “concrete step” to aid
the beleaguered Christians.
The amount of $2 million would also
match the donation of the government
of Hungary, which has helped resettle

around 1,000 families in the Iraqi village
of Telskuf.
The Knights will partner with the Chaldean Archeparchy of Erbil to help rebuild
Karemlesh, which is just 18 miles east of
Mosul.
Anderson said that while the town was
controlled by Islamic State, homes were
vandalized or destroyed and churches
were desecrated. “We will give them and
many others hope for the future,” he
said.
The Knights also will partner with the
U.S. bishops’ conference to sponsor a
national day of prayer and a “week of
awareness” for persecuted Christians,
starting Nov. 26.
Those wishing to make a tax-deductible
donation to the project for Karemlesh
can do so at www.ChristiansAtRisk.org,
or by phone at 1-800-694-5713. One hundred percent of the donations will go to
the project.

What does liturgy mean to you?
How does it challenge you?
Class Times: Oct. 18, 25, Nov. 8, 15
Wednesday evenings - 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Interactive Television Sites throughout Dodge City and Salina Dioceses.
Cost:
1 hr. course for college credit - $50.00
1 hr. course for personal enrichment - $25.00
*price quotes do not include books
Father Schremmer, Coordinating Instructor, Vicar General of the Diocese of Dodge
City, Pastor of St. Andrew, Wright and Sacramental Minister for St. Joseph, Greensburg, holds a Master of Arts Degree and Master of Theology Degree from St. Thomas
Seminary, Denver, CO.
Christopher M. Bellitto, Presenter via DVD, is Chair and Associate Professor of
History of Kean University in New Jersey. He is a frequent public speaker and media
commentator on Church history and contemporary Catholicism. He received an M.A.
and Ph.D. in History from Fordham University. His B.A. is from New York University.

THEO 4881 RCIA Kansas (1 hr. course) offered in English and Spanish

Pope Francis dreams of a missionary impulse transforming the
Church’s way of doing things,
directed to the needs of today’s
world. Pope Francis calls all to be
missionary disciples. The Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults makes
new disciples and renews the old,
faithful ones. This course explores
how parishes can respond to Pope
Francis’ call that each of them be a
Fathers Richard Fragomeni and Patrick Keyes,
center of missionary outreach.
Class Times: Sept. 29, 30 (Begins
at 5 p.m. on Sept. 29 and ends at 1:30 p.m. Sept. 30)
Location: Spiritual Life Center - Wichita, KS
Cost:
Make reservations and pay for your room and meals at SLC by going to https://slc.
retreatportal.com/calendar/viewEvent.aspx?programcode=17AWW10397
1 hr. course for college credit-$50.00 pay by contacting Coleen Stein at cstein@dcdiocese.org or 620-227-1538.
Personal enrichment fee is included with your payment to Spiritual Life Center.
*price quotes do not include books
Father Richard Fragomeni, Lead Presenter in English, priest of the Diocese of
Albany, NY, is professor of liturgy and preaching at the Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago. Fragomeni holds degrees from University of Louvain, and an M. A., M. Music, and Ph.D. from the Catholic University of America.
Father Patrick Keyes, CSSR, Lead Presenter in Spanish, is on the Redemptorist Evangelization Team, Minneapolis, MN. Keyes has a Ph.D. from Fordham University.
Breakout Session Leaders:
Father Frank Coady
Dolores Martinez
Father Robert Schremmer
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What does it mean to be vibrant in southwest Kansas?
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe

3231 N. 14th St., Dodge City

ome spend the day with us, Aug. 26
Devise your own journey…
Encounter a range of experiences…
Explore the possibilities…
Embrace the rejuvenating power of God’s

love and goodness.

The 2017 Stewardship Day is free and open to the public.
Register at dcdiocese.org/stewardship or call 1 (620) 227-1537.
Free child care is provided.

Breakout Sessions and Workshops in english
hoW to Create a
CUltUre oF PeaCe
Learn how your parish can become
place of peace in an unpeaceful world.
-- presented by the Dominican
Sisters of peace
Who yoU Gonna Call?
CatholiC CharitieS!
If there’s despair in your neighborhood, who you gonna call? If there’s
something unjust, and it don’t look
good, who you gonna call? Catholic
Charities! Find out more about how
Catholic Charities works with your
parish and community to strengthen
and support individuals, families, and
communities in need.
-- Panel Discussion - Catholic Charities
of Southwest Kansas
the hoMeleSS aMonG US hoW Can We helP?
Homelessness is more visible in
urban areas, but it’s also pervasive
in rural areas like southwest Kansas.
Rural homelessness is further complicated by higher rates of poverty,
and less access to services since rural
areas lack the infrastructure to provide quick, comprehensive care for
those experiencing homelessness. The
Catholic Charities’ Housing Program is
working to change that! If you’ve ever
felt powerless to help someone who
was homeless, learn more in this session about available options, and how
you and your parish can help.
-- Presented by Catholic Charities of
Southwest Kansas
PaStoral MiniStry ForMation
Panel -- What Can it oFFer Me?
Catechist Fomation is the premier
ministry in the Diocese of Dodge City
for adult formation. Have all your
questions answered in this informative
panel discussion with two students involved in Pastoral Ministry Formation.
-- Presented by Matilda Scheurer,
pastoral Minister St. Anthony Liberal,
Ana Gaytan, Chancery Oﬃce
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learn hoW oUr PrieStS
are ViBrant
One of the pillars in the Vibrant
Ministries Appeal directly helps those
called to priestly formation. Learn the
positive affect vibrant ministries is having from our newly ordained priests.
-- presented by Father Mark Brantley,
Father Jacob Schneider, Father Juan
Salas

T

his annual celebration begins with registration at
9:30, followed by welcome and prayer with the
Most rev. John B. Brungardt.
the event, which offers workshops in english and
Spanish, kicks off with a keynote address, followed by a
choice of several breakout sessions.
Participants are invited to enjoy a free lunch in the
holy Family Social hall, which is followed by more
breakout sessions.
the day concludes at 3:50 p.m. english Mass is at 5
p.m., and the Spanish Mass is at 7 p.m.

THE DAY IS FREE, with lunc
h and
refreshments included. Th
e gathering area will host severa
l information booths representin
g different ministries, many wi
th free
items to take home.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
alejandra rojas: ¿Que
significa ser vibrante en el
Suroeste de Kansas?
J. Basil Dannebohm: What
does it mean to be vibrant
in Southwest Kansas?

hoW to Do More oF What WorKS
The quickest way to feel alive is to
do things we are good at. Discover
How finding out strengths is a great
way to help individuals and parishes
feel vibrant.
-- presented by Eric Haselhorst,
Director of Stewardship
the FUtUre oF the
CatholiC ChUrCh
Catholic leaders from around the
world gathered to learn and study the
future of the Church. This session will
unpack what was learned and how it
affects our local parishes.
-- Presented by participants
from the Conclave in Orlando
learn hoW to See
Where We are ViBrant
Often we overlook the life within our
parishes. The areas of success we take
for granted. Father Bob Schremmer
will share a great tool that can be used
right away to uncover the very good
things happening we often overlook.
-- presented by Father Bob Schremmer,
Vicar General, Diocese of Dodge City
Where are the ViBrant yoUth
anD yoUnG aDUltS?
The question comes up over and
over, “how do we get young people
back to church?” What may surprise
you is that there is life in our church
and it comes from our young people.
Uncover the vibrant pockets of youth
and young adult ministry.
-- presented by Gentry Heimerman,
Director of Young Adult Ministry,
and Adam Urban, Director of Youth,
Diocese of Dodge City

Más en Español -- pagina 16
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Father Matthew Kumi returns home to Ghana
Father Matthew Kumi
is pictured
at right with
Bishop emeritus ronald M.
Gilmore. at far
right, Father
Kumi offers
his thanks
at a special
luncheon at
the Catholic
Chancery.
Photos by
David Myers

F

ather Matthew Kumi will return to his native Diocese
of Goaso in Ghana, Africa after having built strong
friendships and memories in the Diocese of Dodge City
for more than seven years.
The Catholic Chancery in Dodge City, including Bishop
Emeritus Ronald M. Gilmore (who, along with Father
Robert Schremmer, was instrumental in bringing the
priest to the United States) honored Father Kumi Aug. 4
with a special luncheon held at the chancery.
Father Kumi came to the Diocese of Dodge City in
2010, after completing a pastoral counseling degree in
Cincinnati, Ohio. He began his service as parochial vicar
at St. Mary, Garden City, while assisting at St. Dominic,
Garden City and St. Stanislaus, Ingalls. He most recently
served the parishes in LaCrosse, Timken and Liebenthal;
each parish has planned a send-off celebration, honor-

ing Father Kumi for his friendship, guidance, and service
to their parish (Aug. 20, 26 and 19, respectively).
When he arrives back in Ghana on Sept. 5, he won’t
be lacking for things to do.
“When I go to Ghana, Bishop Peter [Atuahene] has appointed me pastor,” he said. “I will serve five churches,
and will be a full time hospital chaplain.”
What will he remember most of his time in southwest
Kansas?
“The wind ... and the deanery meetings. And also the
unique way you work here in this office. I think that is
something I will take with me. Also the simplicity of the
people of the parishes I serve. They are good people. You
feel at home working with them. So, when they ask me if
I am excited, I say it is [bittersweet]. I say I will miss you.
“I want to thank God for the opportunity to work in

this diocese. I really feel thankful to Bishop Gilmore and
Bishop John for accepting me here. Also I thank in a special way Father Bob [Schremmer] for making it possible
for me to come.”
In a statement reflecting his appreciation to all
those he has served over his years in Kansas, he said,
“Each and every one of you have played a unique role
in supporting me in my ministry. I think, I’ve learned
something from all of you which I will take home that I
believe will enhance my work. You have really impacted
me and I’m sure you will continue to impact my brothers, John and Eric [Father John Forkuoh and Father Eric
Gyamfi, also from the Diocese of Goaso].
“Long live the mutual relationships between our two
dioceses, the Diocese of Dodge City and the Goaso Diocese. God bless you and thank you.”

Father Stoecklein bids farewell; Father Schneider welcomed

Photos by Eleen Duncan

So lonG -- Father Warren Stoecklein holds a cake presented to him by
the people of Sacred heart Parish in
larned. the priest, who also served St.
Bernard Parish in Belpre, was reassigned on July 5 to St. Dominic Parish in
Garden City. above, Betty Wood sings
a song to honor their departing priest.

hello -- newly ordained priest Father Jacob Schneider was welcomed to his
new parish of St. anthony in liberal recently with a hamburger and hotdog
dinner, followed by a movie night under the stars. the movie was “the Shack.”
Father Schneider also is serving St. alphonsus Parish in Satanta. in both parishes, he is parochial vicar, assisting Father James Dieker, pastor.
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The never-ending Year of Mercy
Special to the Catholic
hen Pope Francis officially
closed the Church’s Year
of Mercy in November
2016, he reminded us that our
support of the poor must never
end. Catholic Charities and other
charitable organizations have
supported and will continue to
support the poor and needy.
But what can we “people in the
pew” Catholics do beyond offering
our prayers and donations? As the
following example will illustrate,
there’s plenty we can do.
Three ordinary lay people,
Johanna and Sergio Burani and
Marie Brown, inspired by the
Pope, wanted to do more for the
poor. But what? How could the
efforts of just three people make
a difference? It took a little while,
but the Holy Spirit guided them to
the answer.
Of all the impoverished people
needing support, one of the most
marginalized are the povertystricken elderly who often live isolated and lonely lives, just waiting
to die. Johanna, Sergio, and Marie
were led to address the needs of
such a group by divine intervention. Now for the details.
In the northwestern corner of
Tanzania there are many povertystricken, marginalized elderly
who are isolated and abandoned,
victims of the aftermath of the
Rwandan refugee crisis of 1994.
There are also young people growing up in this region with minimal education, no skills, and no
opportunities for employment or
self-improvement.
Sister Dativa Mukebita, a Franciscan Sister of St. Bernadette, is a
native of this region. She was sent
by her order to study in the United
States to prepare her for healthcare work upon her return home.
One day, Johanna met Sister
Dativa in a computer class in New
Jersey, and the two became fast
friends. Over the next few years,
the friendship extended to Johanna’s husband, Sergio, and her sister, Marie Brown. The three would
often visit together and speak of
their mutual desire to do more
for the poor. Sister Dativa spoke
of her dream of one day returning home to establish an outreach
program for the abandoned elders
and at-risk unemployed youths in
the villages of her native region.
Tanzanians traditionally took
care of their elderly at home.
There were and are no nursing
homes, no pensions or financial
support for them. After the Rwandan genocide, however, more
and more of these elderly find
themselves alone, with no support
whatsoever. Also HIV/AIDS has
wiped out the middle generation,
the traditional caretakers for the
elderly, and young families have
immigrated to distant locations
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After studying in the United States, Sister Dativa Mukebita, a Franciscan Sister of St. Bernadette, started a program to address the basic needs of the elderly poor in Tanzania.

In some cases,
the young people also have
helped with
house repairs
like metal-roof
replacement
to protect
against heavy
rains. Seventy
beds have been
hand-built and
delivered to
the elderly,
along with mattresses, pillows,
and sheets. For
most of the elders, it was the
first time they
had ever slept
in a bed.

looking for work. The left-behind elders are
isolated, living in remote parts of the village, with no resources, to fend for themselves. They have no means of support of
any kind—no government aid, no organization sending funds, no benefactors—nothing and no one. They are alone and forgotten. But not by Sister Dativa.
Sister Dativa’s “dream of mercy” was
inspired by a story she heard about an
incident that had taken place in one of the
villages. An elderly woman, living alone, fell
and broke her hip. When her neighbors
didn’t see her for a few days, they went to
check on her and found her lying on the
floor. She had been there for three days,
without food or water. A neighbor trans-

ported her by bicycle to the local dispensary, but on the way there, she died. When
Sister Dativa heard of this event, she was
heartbroken, not because the woman died,
but because of how she died. Sister spoke
with her superior general about starting a
program to address the basic needs of the
elderly poor. She was given permission
to pursue this goal and prepare to return
home.
But how would the program be funded?
Where would the money come from? Now
this is where divine intervention enters into
the story. Sister Dativa shared her dream
with Johanna, Sergio, Marie, and especially,
Father Martin Rauscher, Pastor Emeritus
of Assumption Parish in New Jersey, where

Sister Dativa had lived during her
studies.
Inspired by Sister and no doubt
the Holy Spirit, these three “people
in the pew” and this caring retired
pastor, committed themselves to
working with Sister Dativa to set up
a non-profit charitable organization, The Village Angels of Tanzania,
and a Board of Trustees, to share
the workload. Two local Tanzanian
groups would be served: the abandoned aged poor and the unemployed at-risk youths. The youths
would be paid a small stipend to
provide support and companionship
to the elders as well as learning life
skills for themselves. Noble goals—
but daunting ones, too.
If any of you have ever been
involved in fund-raising, you know
how difficult it is to convince people
that your charity is the one they
should support. But little, by little,
through garage sales, cake drives,
fish-bake dinners, and reaching out
to family and friends, money started
coming in and by the time Sister Dativa left to return to Tanzania, there
was enough money to begin sending
the youths on weekly visits to 70
elders, bringing them food staples,
basic supplies, and lots of love and
smiles.
In less than two years, the program can already boast of several
accomplishments: the youths are
planting and harvesting crops to
feed the elders, as well as selling the
surplus at local market for modest
revenues. They are also learning
handicrafts like basket weaving and
skills like beekeeping and sewing. In
some cases, the young people have
also helped with house repairs like
metal-roof replacement to protect
against heavy rains.
Seventy beds have been handbuilt and delivered to the elderly,
along with mattresses, pillows, and
sheets. For most of the elders, it
was the first time they had ever
slept in a bed.
Sister Dativa and her assistant
Sister Esther, oversee the daily activities of the youths and accompany
them on their weekly visits to the
elderly bringing them much needed
food and equally needed companionship. At this time, the program
includes 69 elders and 16 youths in
two villages. God willing, the program will expand to other villages in
time.
All of this would not have been
possible without the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit and the commitment
of three ordinary lay people, and
two exemplary religious trying to do
extraordinary things for God’s poor.
For them, the Year of Mercy will
never end.
Visit www.TheVillageAngels-Tanzania.org for more details about
the program and to view a video of
Johanna and Sergio’s visit to Tanzania in June 2016.
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Former Hollywood special effects makeup artist finds respite at Kinsley farm

Rebuilding the Body of Christ
                                           Renewing the Spirit
By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
n a large, barn-like garage on Aaron
and Denise Wheaton’s farm east of
Kinsley, a man works carefully to refurbish a cemetery crucifix that was bound
for the trash heap.
The arms on the five-foot Christ are
still detached. The paint needs to be
touched up here and there, but one can
clearly see the finished crucifix just a few
details away.
Beside the cross stands Thomas
Mounkes (pronounced Mun-kiss), a former Hollywood special effects makeup
artist who met the Wheatons while
bicycling across the country in 2009.
“I worked on two academy award winning movies, ‘AI’ – I made the kid’s leg
brace. I worked on ‘Bicentennial Man’
with Robin Williams,” as well as numerous other movies and television programs, he said.
The Kansas native was reared in Emporia. He studied at the Joe Blasco Cosmetic and Makeup Artist Training Center in
Orlando and soon found himself working
among some of the greatest talents in
Hollywood, including Steven Spielberg,
director of “AI”.
For several years, the Kansan built up
his resume.
Then, one day, it all came to an end
when he was hit by a drunk driver.
“In California there’s a law that says
insurance companies don’t have to pay
while the criminal case is still in progress,” he said.
“I broke my neck; I suffered a traumatic brain injury. And I lost my truck that I
had spent my life savings on. I was in so
much debt. I had to file for bankruptcy.”
In the end, he dove too deeply to resurface. Mounkes struggled with amnesia, even forgetting some of the special
effects makeup processes. Even as he
regained his brain functions, the injury
frightened away would-be employers.
In 2009, he received a call. A job in
California--a movie.
“I had a few months
before the job started,
so I decided to ride my
bicycle to California,” he
said. “I had never tried
anything like that [the
bicycle trip], and had
always wanted to.”
It was on this trip,
while riding through
southwest Kansas, that
he happened upon
the Wheatons, a family eager to offer their
hospitality to anyone in
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Former Hollywood special affect makeup artist Thomas Mounkes and the
statue of Christ that he is refurbishing for the Wheaton family on their farm
near Kinsley.

need.
The brief encounter left Mounkes with
a new family of friends.
While about halfway through Colorado, pedalling hard through the Rocky
Mountains, his cell phone rang. The
movie had been shelved.
As a silver lining to the very dark cloud,
he had discovered a love for riding. He
would later ride from Emporia to Washington, D.C., then to Buffalo, NY, and to
Niagra Falls.
“Someday I’ll finish that ride to California,” he said.
In 2012, Mounkes discovered a need
that he felt he could fill–making prosthetic limbs for victims of violence in
war-torn Africa.
With a renewed sense of hope, he
“took a trip and stopped at all the
churches along the way, talking about
what I wanted to do.
“By the time I was finished,” he said,
sadly, “I barely had enough money to
ride home.”
Then, a short-lived miracle. Mounkes
said that soon checks arrived totaling
more than $100,000, the total collected
at all the churches--a short-lived miracle,
because, he alleged, the money was just
as quickly embezzled from him.
“It’s been a life of torture,” the artist
said, shaking his head.
They say that we all are a reflection of
Christ. This crucifix, a broken, yet-to-be
pieced together image of our Lord, is a
reflection of the man who is so painstakingly furbishing the cross.
In early June of this year, Mounkes decided to ride to St. Louis, but at the last
minute opted instead to call his friends,
the Wheatons.
Perhaps he felt the need to be among
friends. And for Denise’s part, she was
thrilled to have the artist come and work
on her recently acquired crucifix.
On June 15, Mounkes arrived by
bicycle, his companion “Punky” the dog
tucked into a carrier.
“I planned on being here a week or 10
days,” he said from the Wheaton’s farm
on July 9. “That turned into a month.”
When you see Mounkes at work, it’s
apparent why he’s stuck around a little
longer than planned. (Of course, the fact
that the Wheatons enlisted his help in
tree trimming, the harvest, and other duties doesn’t hurt.) Like the statue of Pigmalion and Galatea, in which the artist’s
sculpture comes to life as he sculpts, this
artist finds hope in the living Lord as he
puts the pieces of the crucified Christ
together.
“Jesus is my motivation,” he said. “He’s
everything to me.”

At left is the Wheatons’ prayer garden, including a statue of Our
Lady of Guadalupe created by local artist Dennis Burghart.
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Ulysses couple explores faith, culture in
impromptu tour of historic New Mexico churches
By DAVE MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
ric and Holly Feezor of Ulysses spotted a historic marker
along a country road while on vacation in northern New
Mexico.
“So we pulled onto a road, turned a corner, and there it was,”
Eric explained.
The historic adobe church was San José de Gracia, one of
several 18th century mission churches dotting the quiet countryside of northern New Mexico.
“We have a cabin in New Mexico that Dad and I built 20 years
ago,” Eric said. “Every year we go up there we always spend one
day at the Santuario de Chimayo, where we attend a weekday
Mass.”
This year, the couple decided to take a tour of other churches
in the region, besides Chimayo. That’s when they came across
San José de Gracia. The discovery was especially poignant
for the couple: Eric is a lay catechist at Mary Queen of Peace
Church in Ulysses. He and his wife, Holly--parents of two adult
children--converted to Catholicism seven years ago.
The tour came both as an exploration of the culture and history of many of the people of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge
City, and of their young devotion to the Catholic faith.

E

San José de Gracia

Santuario de Chimayo

San José de Gracia

Photos courtesy of Eric Feezor

The ‘miracle stairs’ at the Loretto Chapel.

San José de Gracia
“We were just driving through mountains; we didn’t know it
was there. We turned the corner and there it was.”
It didn’t take long before Eric realized that the couple had
visited San José de Gracia some two decades before.
“There had been a little Mexican or Indian man sleeping on
the front step. We gave him a couple of dollars, and he told us
all about the history of the church.”
Largely because of its out-of-the-way location, San José is
one of the best preserved examples of Spanish Colonial Mission
architecture in New Mexico.
And like the other churches they visited, the colorfully crafted
interior tells of our devout neighbors who existed more than
200 years ago.
Located on New Mexico State Road 76--the “high road”
between Santa Fe and Taos--the interior is only open on Fridays
and Saturdays.
Loretto Chapel
Another chapel that the couple visited was the Loretto Chapel
in Santa Fe. The chapel houses a helix-shaped spiral staircase
(the “Miraculous Stair”), which the Sisters of Loretto credited
to St. Joseph. After the chapel was completed in 1878, several
architects were asked, but refused the difficult task of building
the stairs needed to reach the choir loft (a job they felt would
be impossible without interfering with the interior space of the
small chapel)--that is until a workman leading a burro happened
by and asked if he could help. The workman completed the design and construction, but disappeared before the Sisters could
honor him for his efforts.
Although opinions differ as to its engineering fete, the stair
case is inarguably a work of beauty, accomplished by a mysterious passer-by when many architects said it couldn’t be done.
Santuario de Chimayo
With some 300,000 visitors per year, Chimayo has been
termed one of the most important pilgrimage sites in the
United States.
“We go to Chimayo every year for a weekday Mass,” Eric said.
“It’s really peaceful around there. As you come to town you
see old adobe structures from missions in the 1800s. It’s really
interesting.”
Eric said that before the church was constructed, farmers
noticed a glowing light coming from the ground. Upon examination, they found a crucifix buried at that spot.
“They took it to the priest to put in the church, but the next
morning it was gone. It had been reburied in the same hole.”
A church was built on that very spot, and the cross still stands
in the church today. Pilgrims come from across the globe for
what some claim are healing properties in the surrounding soil.
Santuario de Chimayo is located at 15 Santuario Drive, Chimayo, NM 87522, approximately 35 miles north of Santa Fe.
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Ohio parish hosts camp to empower refugee women

T

oledo, Ohio (CNA/
EWTN News) - U.S.
Together is partnering with a Toledo Catholic parish to create a
summer camp for women
and children refugees
– providing education,
opportunities for networking, and information
about American culture.
“The purpose of the
summer camp is to educate women and children,
to empower women to
develop physical and
language skills, and to
provide cultural education
and assimilation to their
new country,” Corinne
Dehabey from U.S. Together told CNA July 26.
“They also learn about
all of the education, cultural, and sports
activities available in their new community.”
U.S. Together was established in 2003 in
response to the needs of immigrants in the
central Ohio area. Teaming up with Christ
the King Parish in Toledo and serving two
dozen refugee families, the two will launch
the summer camp for the first time this year.
Christ the King Parish began working with
immigrants after Middle School students
heard current pastor Father Bill Rose give a
homily about the affects of the war in Syria.

In 2015, students collected 20 laundry baskets full of cleaning supplies, food, and the
basic necessities for immigrating families.
Both Christ the King Parish and U.S.
Together aim to serve anyone regardless of
gender, religion, nationality, or ethnicity, but
the summer program is limited to refugee
children and mothers.
According to Cindy Robert, a volunteer and
religion teacher at the parish, many of the
women and children from Muslim countries have not experienced the diversity of
ethnicities and religions in the U.S. A major

aspect of the organization and the camp is
getting refugee families to mingle with the
community to experience culture outside
of their social norm.
“We have been
able to see them as
individuals, and the
longer we have the
camp, the more they
have come out of
their shells, and we
see their different
personalities.”
Women and children will attend the
five week summer
camp three days a
week for free. The
Photo by Ruud Morijn summer camp will
include a trip down
the Maumee River, swimming lessons, art
classes, and a visit to the Toledo Zoo.
Attending activities from 10-3 p.m. each
day, refugees are also able to practice
English, participate in local leisure activities,
given transportation information, and helped
with obtaining documents like library cards.
Although policies put in place by the
Trump administration have influenced the
process for migrants and split some families
apart, Cindy said Toledo has experienced an
openness to immigrants, noting how unique

“Personally, I have
been able to have
some good, long
conversations with
various refugees,
and they are able
to ask me questions about life
here, about grammar, about my children. It’s opened
my world a great
deal!”
-- Cindy Robert,
volunteer and
religion teacher
individuals have been seen
and not as “just a ‘bloc’ of
refugees.”
“Personally, I have been
able to have some good, long
conversations with various
refugees, and they are able to
ask me questions about life
here, about grammar, about
my children. It’s opened my
world a great deal!”

HaysMed now sole owner of
St. Rose Health Center

H

ays Medical Center, part of The
University of Kansas Health System,
is the sole owner of St. Rose Health
Center, as of July 1.
The purchase includes the land adjacent
to St. Rose to the east and west.
“HaysMed will look to expand services,
while evaluating campus expansion in the
very near future,” said HaysMed CEO Dr.
John Jeter. “We continue to evaluate all
options, including the addition of hospital
beds in Great Bend, and the site does lend
the possibility of future expansion of the
current facility.”
Education will be a key component of
St. Rose’s new relationship with HaysMed.
“Our relationship with The University of
Kansas Health System provides us access
to the most current medical practices,
which will enable St. Rose providers to stay
up-to-date on the very latest advances in
treatment,” Dr. Jeter said.
Another aspect of this new partnership
is raising the level of recruitment efforts
to attract new physicians and mid-level
providers, Dr. Jeter noted.
St. Rose Executive Director Zena Jacobs
said the most important aspects of St. Rose
remain the same.
“We will continue to provide the appropriate level of care to patients, as close to
home as possible in a timely fashion,” she
explained. “Our health-care services are
evidence-based to ensure patients receive
high-quality care and treatment.
“We will continue to work closely with
HaysMed. We hope this relationship will

bring the opportunity to bridge the gap in
health care and bring even more specialists to St. Rose. This will only enhance the
level of care for central Kansas residents.
The possibilities are endless.”
Jacobs noted that HaysMed has responded to community needs since it became
co-owners of St. Rose with Centura Health
on Jan. 1, 2015.
For example, HaysMed learned patients
wanted physical therapy at St. Rose and
subsequently opened a clinic a year ago with
one therapist. It now has two therapists, and
recently added new equipment.
“HaysMed also has been committed to
bringing in specialists to offer follow-up
appointments close to home,” Jacobs commented.
“They offer a seamless transfer process
with hospitalists who respect our community’s needs. They are eager to care for our
patients, as they work closely with St. Rose
providers to ensure efficient transfers to
HaysMed.”
HaysMed Specialty Clinic at St. Rose offers
providers who specialize in cardiology; urology; orthopedic and general surgery; obstetrics and gynecology; and pulmonology.
St. Rose’s other services include: Great
Bend Internists; St. Rose Family Medicine;
Cardiac Rehab; imaging; Golden Belt
Home Health & Hospice; and Convenient
Care Walk-in Clinic. St. Rose Ambulatory
& Surgery Center became part of Centura
Health in 2012. HaysMed was the managing partner during its co-ownership of St.
Rose Health Center with Centura.
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St. Isidore’s to host
retreat for KSU freshmen

S

t. Isidore’s Catholic Student Center is hosting a retreat for
Kansas State University freshmen on Aug. 25 from 6:30 – 10
p.m. and Aug. 26 from 9:45 a.m. until 6:15 p.m.
This retreat focuses on helping freshmen to build community
and friendships, while also growing in Christ’s love throughout
their college career.
The center is hosting this retreat at a time most fruitful for
students to establish solid friendships that are grounded in the
Catholic Faith.
To register for this event, students can go to www.stisidores.
com. If you have questions concerning the Freshman Retreat,
advertising or any general inquiry about St. Isididore’s, contact
the Director of Ministry and Evangelization, Robbie Jennings,
at rjennings@stisidores.com.
• St. Isidore’s Catholic Student Center serves the needs of
approximately 2,200 students, faculty, and staff at Kansas State
University.
• While the center focusses on its ministry at the Campus, it
also has approximately 550 registered permanent community
members who support its work.
• St. Isidore’s provides many opportunities which include:
Mass, RCIA, Social Activities, Bible studies, community service,
book studies, Eucharistic adoration, Choir, Liturgical Ministries,
and much more.

UPCoMinG aCtS retreatS

ACTS is a weekend retreat patterned after the description
of the early Church in the Acts of the Apostles.
Women’s Retreat dates: Sept. 7-10
Men’s Retreat dates: Nov. 16-19
More information and a registration form will be posted on
the website soon (www.greatbendcatholic.com). If questions,
contact Paula Brozek at 620-793-8172.
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Moody Gardens: an Oasis of Beauty
By Charlene SCott-MyerS
f you are in the mood for a wonderful getaway, Moody Gardens
near the white sands of Galveston’s 16-mile beach in Texas is the
place to go.
Only one hour from Houston (except during peak hours of traffic),
Moody Gardens is an educational
tourist destination that boasts of
three enormous shiny glass pyramids that transports you into other
worlds.
The foliage and flowers on the
outside are so lush and lovely that
you want to rush home, rip up your
garden, and start all over.
a Moody Gardens triangle building is one of three at the site of the
And there are so many things
educational and entertaining facility in Galveston, texas.
to see at inside Moody Gardens,
which was begun in 1980 and
sea,” with all kinds of nautical creatures swimming
named for one of the early leaders of Galveston.
round and round inside their enclosed big bubble of
Moody Gardens has something for everyone in
water. This exhibit was packed with people. The Githe family. When we visited it recently, children
ant River Otter demands attention!
squealed with delight at the Jurassic Adventure diBesides the aquarium, Moody Gardens has a rainnosaur exhibit, which features enormous replicas of
forest habitat and three different movie experiences.
those ancient creatures that actually move and make Kids (and some adults) get a kick out of the Sponge
noises (grunts and growls) as you pass by them.
Bob show, but we didn’t have time (or any children)
More to my liking was the Leonardo Da Vinci exfor that.
hibition of copies of some of his finest paintings and
Instead we entered a lovely rainforest that was
many inventions. Did you know that he invented the cool and misty on the hot and humid Texas day (one
first pontoon bridge, a bicycle and deep sea diving
thermometer read 112 degrees outside!).
gear? And of course, there was his lovely Mona Lisa,
If you wish to cool off a bit on such a boiling and
who sort of smiled at us. (Her lips still are frozen in a blistering day, you also can take a ride on the Colo“semi-smile” after 500 years.)
nel Paddlewheel Boat – or on a zip line at Moody
Adults and children alike enjoy the Aquarium PyraContinued on Page 23
mid, which features a “journey to the depths of the
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Notification of Asbestos
Reinspections
to:
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Parents of Students, Diocesan Catholic Schools
Catholic School Staff, Diocese of Dodge City

FroM: Daniel M. Stremel, CPA, CDFM
Director of Finance
Date: August 1, 2017
In compliance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), in the fall of 1988 we
performed inspections of each of our school buildings for asbestos containing building materials. The inspection findings and asbestos management plans have been on file in each school administration office since
that time.
The EPA requires us to perform re-inspections of the asbestos materials
every three years. Accredited inspectors have performed the necessary
inspections in a timely manner. An accredited management planner
reviewed the results of the re-inspections and recommended actions we
should take to safely manage each asbestos material in our buildings.
All asbestos materials (if any) in each of the schools are in good condition and we will continue to manage them in place, as recommended by
the accredited management planner. Six-month periodic surveillance,
performed by an accredited inspector, has also taken place and repairs or
abatements, as necessary, have been performed.
The results of the re-inspections are on file in the management plans in
the school’s administrative offices. They are also on file at the Diocese of
Dodge City. Everyone is welcome to view these anytime during normal
school hours or during normal working hours at the Diocesan office.
Any questions regarding the asbestos inspections or reports can be
directed to Daniel M. Stremel, CPA, Director of Finance. I can be reached
by email at dmstremel@dcdiocese.org or by phone at 620-227-1517.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR MARCH FOR LIFE 2018

The next March for Life in Washington D.C. will take place Jan. 17-21, 2018. Cost is $375
per person; Registration form and a non-refundable fee of $50 is due Sept. 14 for Great
Bend parishioners, and by Oct. 2 for those outside of Great Bend.
Cost includes: bus ride; Life is VERY Good rally (arlingtondiocese.ortg/youth-ministry/lifeis-very_good/); March for Life; Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception; and sightseeing.
Send payments to: Prince of Peace Catholic Church, 4100 Broadway Ave. Great Bend, KS,
67530.
After Sept. 14, seats are available on a first-serve basis.

Pr�tecting G�d’s C�i�dren

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all
employees and volunteers who work
with children to participate in a Protecting
God’s Children awareness session. Through
the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other
educational efforts of the diocese, all people
of the diocese can learn how to discuss different aspects of abuse -- including sexual abuse
-- with children and how to teach them to
protect themselves.
For an up-to-date listings of sessions, visit
www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.

abuse hotline

If you or someone you know may have been
a victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an employee
or volunteer of the Diocese of Dodge City, you
are asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620)
225-2412 home; dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You
always have the right to directly contact the
Department for Children and Families/Kansas
Protection Report Center: Hotline number is
1-800-922-5330.

Upcoming sessions
Dodge City
Sunday, August 13, 2017
From: 3-6 p.m.
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Social Hall
3231 N. 14th Avenue, Dodge City, KS
67801
Contact Person: Jodi Lix (620) 225-4802
PGC Facilitator: Sharon Stuart (620) 2255164
Garden City
Sunday, August 20, 2017; 1-4 p.m.
St. Dominic Parish Center

615 J.C. St., Garden City, KS 67846
Contact Person: Sr. Myra Arney (620)
276-3500; PGC Facilitator: Cherry Deges
(620) 338-7501
hugoton, KS
Sunday, September 10, 2017; 2-5 p.m.
Parish Hall
1011 S Jefferson, Hugoton, KS 67951
Contact Person: Carrie Baeza (620) 5447283; PGC Facilitator: Sharon Stuart (620)
225-5164
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‘Amada y protegida’

Y

avè, hablaba con Moises, cara a cara, como
habla un hombre con su prójimo.
(Éxodo 33:11)
Pero mi cara no la podrás ver, porque no puede
verme el hombre y seguir viviendo… al pasar mi
Gloria, te pondré en el hueco de la roca y te cubriré
con mi mano hasta que yo haya pasado. Después
sacare mi mano y tu entonces veras mis espaldas;
pero mi cara no se puede ver.
(Éxodo 33: 20, 22-23)
A lo mejor se puede perdonar el pensar que estos
son dos libros diferentes, dos diferentes escritores,
dos diferentes puntos de vista. Pero realidad es el
mismo libro del Éxodo. Es el mismo Capítulo 33, y
solamente hay nueve versículos separando estas

dos citas bíblicas. ¿Entonces, cual es la verdad, la
“cara” o la “espalda?” ¿Cuál vio Moisés?
Expertos dicen que hay dos diferentes tradiciones que se están compartiendo: y el editor
final pensó que los dos pensamientos eran
demasiado excelentes para dejar uno afuera, o
simplemente puso los dos en el mismo capítulo.
Bueno, le pasamos esa, pero a lo mejor nosotros
lo hubiéramos hecho diferente.
Pero, poniendo aparte esa discusión de poca
importancia entre editores, los verdaderos amigos
de Dios reconocen como “verdadero” lo que el
editor hizo. En oración, “ambas” son verdades
del Dios Real. En oración profunda, si vemos, y no
vemos. Si hay una “cara”, y si hay una “espalda.”

Esa yuxtaposición poco practica expresa muy bien
lo que pasa cuando oramos.
Termina en esto. Nuestras mentes no pueden
ver a Dios en este mundo, no pueden entenderlo,
no pueden comprenderlo, no pueden captar
todo lo que es el. Sin embargo, nuestra voluntad
puede alcanzarlo. Él nos puede tocar al doblarse
hacia nosotros, por su propio amor de creador
y redentor. Y nosotros podemos tocarlo correspondiendo a ese amor.
Una pequeña niña, cuando está en un ocupado
centro comercial, a veces se agarra de la pierna
de su papa. No lo puede ver. Pero sabe que está
ahí. Se siente amada y protegida. Lo “siente” y
eso es suficiente. Así era asta para Moisés.
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Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City
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Catedral de Nuestra Señora de Guadalujpe
3231 N. 14th St. Dodge City

enga a compartir el día con nosotros 26 de Agosto

Más en Español
-- pagina 9

Otro Camino

Elabore su propio camino…
Encuentre una variedad de experiencias…
Explore las posibilidades…
Abrase el poder rejuvenecedor del

amor y bondad de Dios.

El Día Anual de Compartir 2017 es gratis y está abierto para todo el público.
Inscríbase en dcdiocese.org/stewardship o llame al 1 (620) 227-1537.
Habrá cuidado de niños gratis.

sta celebración anual comienza a las 9:30 a.m.
con inscripción, seguido por una bienvenida
y oración con el Reverendísimo Obispo Juan B.
Brungardt.
Este evento, que ofrece talleres en inglés y en
español, dará inicio con un discurso, seguido por
una sesión.
Después se invitara a los participantes a que
disfruten de una comida gratis en el Salón de la
Sagrada Familia, y después seguirán más sesiones.
El día concluirá a las 3:50 p.m. La Misa en
inglés es a las 5 p.m. y la Misa en español es a las
7 p.m.

El día es GRATIS, con comida y
refrigerios incluidos. El área de
reunión tendrá varias mesas representando a diferentes ministerios que ofrecerán información, y
muchos también tendrán artículos
gratis que se pueden llevar a casa.

Niños sirios que sufrieron por la guerra dieron “color a su vida con Jesús”

R

OMA (ACI).- Cerca de 860 niños de la ciudad
de Alepo, que en los últimos cinco años fue
una de las más castigadas por la guerra civil en
Siria, participaron en unos talleres de verano
ofrecidos por la Iglesia para ayudarlos a curar las
heridas emocionales causadas por el conflicto, y
a “dar color a su vida con Jesús”.
Estos talleres se realizaron durante los meses
de junio y julio en la parroquia de San Francisco
en Alepo, administrada por los franciscanos, y
estuvieron abiertos a los niños de todas las confesiones religiosas.
En información enviada a ACI Prensa, la parroquia indicó que bajo el lema “Daré color a mi
vida con Jesús”, unos 60 voluntarios impartieron
talleres de teatro, dibujo, música, manualidades,
cine, natación, danza, básquet y religión.
Cada semana estas actividades “se centraban en
un aspecto particular para alcanzar nuestro obje-

tivo, que era fortalecer la relación con Jesús”.
La parroquia indicó que debido a la crisis
económica causada por la guerra, las familias no
podían enviar sándwiches a sus hijos. Por ello, “la
Iglesia se encargó de que todos los niños reciban
un pedazo de bizcocho con un jugo de fruta en
el descanso, entre las actividades todos los días.
Este gesto fue muy apreciado”.
Como parte de la clausura de las actividades, el
26 de julio los niños exhibieron las obras de arte
que realizaron. La parroquia señaló a ACI Prensa
que una niña de 10 años presentó un dibujo
“particularmente conmovedor”.
Ella “decidió dibujar el retrato de uno de sus
vecinos, un mártir, un joven soldado que hace 40
días había dado su vida para defender a su madre
patria. Ella obsequió este retrato a la madre del
héroe como un signo de compasión, cercanía,
respeto y homenaje”.

Foto: Cortesía Parroquia San Francisco de Alepo

niños de alepo en la actuación de los talleres de verano

Sesiones de conscientización
La Diócesis requiere a
todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan con
menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización
de Proteger a los Niños de
Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español.

Son conducidos por gente
de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como
facilitadores. Las sesiones
se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico
Southwest Kansas Register
y la página electrónica de la
Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.

Garden City – español
Domingo, 20 de Agosto:
3:30-6:30 PM
St. Mary Parish
509 St. John St
Garden City, KS 67846
Persona a llamar: Hector
Rivera 620-276-2716
PGC Facilitadora: Norma
Alvarez 620-225-4802

Dodge City – español
Domingo, 13 de Agosto
De: 3:00-6:00 PM
Catedral de Nuestra
Señora de Guadalupe
Salon San Agustin
3231 N. 14th Avenue
Dodge City, KS 67801
Persona a llamar/PGC
Facilitadora: Norma
Alvarez (620) 225-4802

Línea especial para
víctimas de abuso sexual
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce ha sido víctima
de abuso sexual por algún clérigo, o cualquier empleado
de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse
con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator:
(620)225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico
dsnapp3@starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho de
comunicarse directamente a Social Relief Services, 1-800922-4453.
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Este es el “Padre Francisco” sacerdote mártir
que defendió a indígenas en Guatemala

A

CI -- En su visita a
gente, de compartir el pan
México, el Papa Francon ellos y de celebrar la vida
cisco mostró interés
con ellos. Eso hizo que esta
por los indígenas en Chiapas:
comunidad guatemalteca
almorzó con ellos, en la calle
dijera “él era nuestro sacerse detenía a bendecirlos y
dote””, comentó la autora.
besarlos e incluso durante la
La guerra civil
homilía en la Misa celebrada
La violencia de la guerra
en San Cristóbal de las Casas
civil llegó hasta la aldea. Sin
les habló en su propia lengua.
embargo, las desapariciones,
Así como el Santo Padre, tamlos asesinatos y el peligro
bién hubo un sacerdote que
no amedrentaron al “Padre
tuvo el mismo interés por los
Francisco”. Más bien se manindios hasta el punto de morir
tuvo firme y se convirtió en el
mártir en Guatemala.
apoyo de su pueblo.
Corría el año 1981 y el
Entre los años 1980
país estaba en plena guerra
y 1981 la violencia alcanzó
civil desde hacía tres décaun punto insoportable. El
das, donde las principales
P. Stanley veía como sus
víctimas eran los indígenas. El
amigos y parroquianos eran
P. Stanley Rother, conocido
secuestrados o asesinados.
El P. Stanley Francis Rother “el Padre Francisco”                                      Foto cortesía de la Archdiócesis de Oklahoma Incluso su nombre estaba en
como el “Padre Francisco” era
considerado un enemigo por
la lista negra. En una carta
proteger a sus parroquianos y
que envió a su familia en su
zaría la verdadera aventura de su vida.
13 años de su vida.
proclamar el evangelio.
última
Navidad
escribió lo siguiente:
En el seminario desaprobó varios
Cuando llegó, el sacerdote resultó
A la 1:30 a.m. del 28 de julio el “Padre
“La
realidad
es
que estamos en peligro.
cursos. La hermana Clarissa Tenbrick,
ser un curioso personaje en medio de
Francisco” fue despertado por el grito de
Pero
no
sé
cuándo
o qué forma usará el
que fue su profesora en quinto grado, le
los indígenas con su metro ochenta y
“Padre, han venido por usted” pronungobierno
para
reprimir
más a la Iglesia.
escribía para alentarlo y le recordaba que su barba roja. Su nombre también era
ciado por una persona que fue conducida
Dada
la
situación
no
estoy
listo para
el Santo patrono de los sacerdotes, San
extraño para los mayas Tz´utujil que al
a punta de pistola hasta su habitación.
irme.
Pero
si
es
mi
destino
y debo dar mi
Juan Vianney, también tuvo los mismos
no encontrar un equivalente en español
Lo esperaban tres hombres enmasvida aquí, será así. No quiero abandonar
problemas en el seminario.
para Stanley, lo empezaron a llamar “Pacarados conocidos como “ladinos”, los
a este pueblo… aún se puede hacer
“Ambos eran hombres simples que
dre Francisco”, por su segundo nombre
hombres que masacraban a los indígenas
mucho bien en estas circunstancias”.
sabían que tenían el llamado al sacerdoFrancis.
y los campesinos pobres. Eran conociLa carta termina con lo que sería su
cio y alguien tuvo que impulsarlos para
Por su parte, el P. Stanley se dio cuenta
dos por sus secuestros y ahora querían
frase
más famosa: “el pastor no puede
que pudieran completar sus estudios.
de que todo lo que aprendió en la granja
“desaparecer” al P. Stanley. Él se resistió,
huir
ante
la primera señal de peligro.
Después ellos llevaron la bondad, la
de su familia le podría servir ya que como
no quería poner en peligro a la misión de
Oren por nosotros para que podamos
simplicidad y un corazón generoso a todo sacerdote misionero no sólo estaba
la parroquia. Luchó durante 15 minutos
ser la señal del amor de Cristo para
lo que hacían”, dijo a ACI Prensa Maria
llamado a celebrar la Misa, sino también
hasta que le dispararon dos veces. Así
nuestro pueblo, que nuestra presencia
Scaperlanda, la autora de la biografía del
a ayudar en el trabajo cotidiano de los
murió.
los fortalezca para que enfrenten estos
P. Stanley.
campesinos.
¿Cómo llegó este hombre provenisufrimientos como preparación para el
Mientras Stanley estaba en el semiArreglaba camiones, trabajaba en
ente de una familia sencilla de granjeros
Reino que se acerca”.
nario, San Juan XXIII pidió a Iglesia en
el campo, construyó un granero, una
alemanes hasta la tierra de los indígenas
En enero de 1981 volvió a Oklahoma
Estados Unidos que envíe ayuda y que
escuela, un hospital y la primera estación
de Guatemala?
por unos meses y regresó para pasar la
establezca misiones en Centroamérica.
de radio católica, cuya señal llegaba
Stanley Francis Rother nació en un
Pascua con su pueblo en Guatemala. En
En respuesta a ese llamado, la diócehasta los pueblos más remotos.
pequeño pueblo llamado Okarche, ubicasis de Oklahoma y la diócesis de Tulsa
El “Padre Francisco” también era cono- julio fue asesinado a causa de su fe y por
do en el estado de Oklahoma (Estados
fundaron una misión en Santiago Atitlan, cido por su bondad, su entrega, su alegría proteger a los indígenas.
Unidos), donde la religión, la educación y
Scaperlanda, que también ha trabajado
una comunidad indígena muy pobre en
y su preocupación por sus parroquianos.
la granja eran los pilares de la sociedad.
para
la causa de canonización del “Padre
Guatemala.
Scaperlanda comentó que los niños lo
El joven llevaba una vida sencilla y
Francisco”,
indicó que “el testimonio de
Unos años después de haberse ordeseguían y lo querían mucho.
trabajaba en la granja familiar. Al estar
vida de este sacerdote es un ejemplo
nado, el P. Stanley aceptó la invitación de
“El P. Stanley tenía una disposición
rodeado de sacerdotes sintió el llamado
para el Año de la Misericordia”.
unirse a la misión. Ahí pasó los siguientes natural para compartir el trabajo con la
de Dios y partió al seminario. Ahí comen-

Beatificación de

Servidor de Dios
Padre Stanley Rother
Sábado, Septiembre 23, 2017
10 a.m. Cox Convention Center, Oklahoma City
Entrada gratis
No se requieren entradas

Archidiócesis de Oklahoma City

“La realidad es que estamos
en peligro. Pero no sé cuándo
o qué forma usará el gobierno
para reprimir más a la Iglesia.
Dada la situación no estoy listo
para irme. Pero si es mi destino y debo dar mi vida aquí,
será así. No quiero abandonar
a este pueblo… aún se puede
hacer mucho bien en estas circunstancias”.
-- Padre Stanley Rother
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Wayne F. Schneider, 50, of Olathe, died
July 3, 2017. Schneider graduated from
Great Bend High School in 1985 and attended Kansas State University, graduating
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical
Engineering in 1992. He later earned his
Masters in Mechanical Engineering. Schneider was a charter member and former
president of the Great Bend FFA Alumni
Association; he belonged to the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) and the
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association
(AOPA). Survivors include two brothers,
LaVern and David; one sister, Catherine
Kaledo; four nephews, Doug Schneider,
Jason Schneider, Scott Schneider and Matt
Schneider; one niece, Micca Schneider; and
three great-nephews, Alec Schneider, Trey
Schneider and Cade Schneider. Father Ted
Stoecklein presided.
Mary Elizabeth Schartz, 99, of Sacred
Heart Parish, Larned, died July 9, 2017.
She was born Dec. 4, 1917, in Chanute,
Kansas, the daughter of John A. Jr. and
Nellie E. Hanville Northart. A lifetime area
resident, she was a homemaker and loved
being a farm wife. She was a member of the
Altar Society. On June 2, 1937, she married
William (Bill) J. Schartz in Ellinwood. He
died June 8, 2007. Survivors include two
sons, LeRoy William and Daniel Jerome;
daughter, Patricia A. Thompson; 12 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren and 14
great-great-grandchildren. Father Bernard
Felix presided.
Billy Dean Oliver, 81, of St. Aloysius Parish, Ransom, died on July 6, 2017. He was
the Grisell Memorial Hospital and Long
Term Care maintenance engineer for 48
years. He was a member of the Ransom
EMT and Fire Departments and is well
known for his ability to fix and build anything. Survivors include his wife, Frankie
Lee (Roths); two sons, Randy and Cody;
five daughters, Rhonda Randecker, Sandra
Fehrenbach, Pamela Breit, DeAnn Oliver,
and Belinda Martindale; 13 grandchildren;
and 16 great-grandchildren.
Diana Elizabeth Sanders, 73, of Prince
of Peace Parish at St. Patrick Church, Great
Bend, died unexpectedly July 8, 2017. Sanders was a homemaker, property manager
and sales professional. She was employed
by Great Bend Appliance and Furniture.
She was a member of the Altar Society,
and Social Circle Club. She was a former
Cub Scout, Girl Scout, and Campfire Girls
Troop leader. Survivors include her husband, Robert LeRoy Sanders; three sons,
Robert E., Kenneth G. , and Matthew J.; one
daughter, Gwendolyn S. Maris; four brothers, Raymond Schwager, Roger Schwager,
Ricky Schwager, and Ronald Schwager; two
sisters, Jeanette Soper and Shirley Headley;
12 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren;
and a host of nieces, nephews and cousins.
Father Ted Stoecklein presided.
Mary E. Brown of St. John the Evangelist
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Parish, Hoisington, died July 7, 2017. On
Oct. 15, 1947 Mary and Earl (Brownie)
were married in St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church, which was established by
Mary’s grandparents, the Church in which
she worshiped her entire life. Mary was
an accomplished seamstress, particularly
skilled in alterations. She was a member
of the St. John’s Altar Society. For years she
delivered Meals on Wheels. Surviving are
her children, John, Mary Jane, Pat, Sally,
and Mike. Also surviving is her brother, Bill
Nagle; and her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
Eric A. Blackburn, 48, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge
City, died July 8, 2017. He was partners
with his brother, Jord, in AutoQuick, LLC,
Dodge City. Left to celebrate his life are his
children, Macey Batie, Airika Blackburn,
and Landon Blackburn; his mother, Patsy
Blackburn; two bothers, Michael and Jord;
his sister, Romana Blackburn; his grandson,
Brayden Batie; and his grandfather, Paul
Only Lopez. Father Aneesh Parappanattu
presided.
Jacob Lee Appel, 32, of St. Joseph Parish, Scott City, died July 5, 2017. After
graduating from Scott Community High
School, Jacob received his Bachelors Degree in Chemical Engineering from Friends
University in Wichita in 2008 and moved
to McPherson until August of 2016, when
he moved back to Scott City. Survivors
include his mother, Pam Appel; one sister,
Miranda Lara; one brother, Joel Appel; one
niece, Maci Lara; grandparents, Leon and
HildIe Gimler; and numerous aunts, uncles
and cousins. Father Warren Stecklein presided.
Arthur Lee Johnson Jr., 48, died June 15,
2017. He was a 1987 graduate of Dodge
City High School and had worked as a welder for Crustbuster Speed King. He married
Brenda Stein and together had two sons,
Demetrius and Darius. Survivors include his
fiancé, Jamie Fitzpatrick; sons, Demetrius
and Darius; step-daughter, Breanna Stein;
sister, Gayelynne Johnson; niece, Tisha
Martinez; nephews, Dante Johnson, Adrian
Martinez, Isaac Martinez and Cordell. Father Wesley Schawe presided.
Joan Brock, 91, of the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City,
died July 12, 2017. She was a graduate of
Spearville High School. For many years she
worked in the lunchroom at Sacred Heart
Cathedral School in Dodge City, as well as
being a homemaker. She was a member of
the Altar Society and VFW Ladies Auxiliary.
Survivors include: five sons, Glenn, Richard,
Gail, Ted, and Tim; three daughters, Carolyn Voeker, Patty Gallegos and Marie Slagle; her brother, Melvin Hines; two sisters,
Mary Jane Stramel and Macy Griffin; 17
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.
Father Aneesh Parappanattu presided.
Robert Dean Leon, 66, of Prince of Peace

Parish at St. Rose of Lima Church, Great
Bend, died July 18, 2017. Leon worked
in the laundry at Central Kansas Medical
Center and was a dishwasher at the Golden
Belt Country Club. Survivors include two
brothers, Bobbie and Richard Joe; two sisters, Juanita Clawson and Carolyn Rucker;
one half-brother, Lawrence Leon; and one
half-sister, Eloise Leon. Father Ted Stoecklein presided.
Joyce Schanel, 81, died July 14, 2017,
at a local care facility in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. She was born on July 5, 1936,
in Dodge City, to the late Leslie Dean and
Mildred Dolly (Brown) DeFord. She grew
up in Garden City, Kansas and was a 1954
graduate of Garden City High School. During the early years of their marriage, while
Joyce’s focus was being wife and mother,
she also helped oversee the day-to-day
running of the family’s boarding stables.
She later opened Schanel Frame Shop and
Art Gallery, which she owned and operated
for more than 20 years. She is survived by
her three sons, Douglas, Dirk, and Darin;
and two daughters, Debbie Jackson and
Dannis Schanel. She was grandmother to
Paige, Elena, Nicole, Anna, Garrett, Maggie,
Conner and Brindi, and great-grandmother
to Belle, Charlotte, Maia, Brenna and Cheyenne. Memorial Mass was held July 25,
2017, at Corpus Christi Catholic Church in
Colorado Springs.
Harry D. Fry, 81, of Mary, Queen of
Peace Parish, Ulysses, died July 18, 2017.
Fry graduated from Liberal High School and
later attended Bradley University School of
Watch Making. He owned and operated Fry
Jewelers along with his wife Peggy. After
retiring from Fry Jewelers, he worked at
Cott Electric, Smyth Oil and Gas, Frydays
Services, Rick’s Lumber, and Grant County
Cemetery District. He was a member of
the Knights of Columbus. He is survived
by two sons, Todd and Kirk; two sisters,
Janet Leaming and Elaine Langston; four
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.
Father Peter Fernandez presided.
Gladys Marie (VanNahmen) Osborne,
87, of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died July 20, 2017.
She was a graduate of Offerle High School.
She was a member of the Altar Society and
the Daughters of Isabella. Survivors include
her husband, Eldon; children: Susan Torline, Sandra Krier, Steven Osborne, Sheila
Seacat, and Mike Osborne; 21 grandchildren and 29 great-grandchildren. Father
Wesley Schawe presided.
Marilyn Klaus Flax, 81, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge
City, died July 21, 2017. She retired at the
age of 62 from her work as a CNA. Marilyn
is survived by two sons, David and Dennis;
two daughters, Clarice Rilinger and Dolores “Dee Dee” Flax; 11 grandchildren; 21
great-grandchildren; four siblings, Harold,
Kenneth, Ann, and Charlene.
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Vernita M. Serpan, 90, of St. Michael
Parish, La Crosse, died July 22, 2017. She
was a dispatcher for the Rush County Sheriff’s Office before her retirement. She was a
member of St. Michael’s Altar Society. Survivors include one son, Darryl Serpan; three
daughters, LaVerda Herbel, Vicky Foos, and
Kim Taylor; seven grandchildren; and eight
great-grandchildren. Father Matthew Kumi
and Father Ed Kline presided.
Elizabeth (Betty) E. Flowers, 84, of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died July 22, 2017. She
attended Sacred Heart grade school, Dodge
City junior high, and graduated from Dodge
City High School in 1950. On November 23,
1949, she married Wayne Eugene Flowers.
He preceded her in death on February 10,
1986. Betty returned to school and graduated from Dodge City Community College
with an Associate’s Degree in 1987. Betty
worked for the Ford County Treasurer from
1969 through 1980. She began working
at the Ford County District Court in 1987
until her retirement on April 30, 1998.
She was a member of the Daughters of
Isabella and the Sacred Heart Altar Society.
Betty is survived by five children, Jeannie
Greathouse; Ron Flowers; Tom Flowers;
John Flowers; and Cathy Cox; one brother,
Robert (Bob) Wittman; 14 grandchildren;
18 great-grandchildren; and two greatgreat-grandchildren. Father Ted Skalsky
presided.
Alfred Peter “Pete” Heeke, 84, of St.
John the Baptist Parish, Spearville, died July
22, 2017. He attended Windthorst schools,
graduating in 1950. He was united in marriage to Marcella Hattrup on April 24, 1951
in the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,
Windthorst. He farmed in that area and
worked in construction and carpentry until
retirement in 1996. He was a member of
the St. Leon Council, Knights of Columbus,
Windthorst from 1950 to 2013, when he
transferred to the Hays Council of Knights.
Mrs. Heeke survives; also surviving are
his sons, Daryl, Ronald; two daughters,
Theresa Davidson and Elaine Rambaud;
eight grandchildren; two step-grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and four
step-great-grandchildren; two sisters, Evelyn Durler and Julie Durler. Father John
Forkuoh presided.
Gladys T. George, 88, a former resident
of Phillipsburg and Lakin, died July 24,
2017 in Johnson City. Survivors include a
son, Neal George; three daughters, Sondra
Fleming, Sharon Porter, and Shirley Wagner; 10 grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; and four sisters, Eunice Berland,
Irma Kirkpatrick, Joyce Wasinger, and
Opel Hochandal. Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated at Saints Philip and James
Catholic Church, Phillipsburg.
Jay Dee Schmidt, 80, of Sacred Heart
Parish, Larned, passed away July 28,
Continued on next page
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2017. A lifetime area resident, he was a custodian. He
served in the United States Air Force. Survivors include
his wife, Vera Mae Rohr; two sons, Brad and Brian; two
daughters, Sonya Whetstone and Sherri Schmidt; a
sister, Glendora Schmidt; eight grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren. Father Bernard Felix presided.
Dottie Arleen Gillen, 89, a member of St. John the
Baptist Parish, Meade, died July 25, 2017. She retired
in 1988 from Meade Grade School where she was the
secretary. She and her husband enjoyed bowling and
square-dancing in their younger days. Dottie’s hobbies included sewing, crafting, and quilting. Survivors
include two sons, James D. and Robert L.; six grandchildren; nine great-children; one sister, Peggy Thompson;
two sisters-in-law, Carol Tacha and Marjorie Gillen; and
many nieces and nephews.
Eleanora Linnebur, 97, of St. John the Baptist Parish,
Spearville, died July 28, 2017. Mrs. Linnebur worked at
a bakery shop and soda fountain in Spearville and as a
waitress in the Lynch Drug Store in Larned. She married
Florian Anthony Linnebur on July 26, 1948; he preceded her in death on August 5, 2002. She is survived
by six sons, Henry, Leroy, Norbert, David, Martin, and
Ben; six daughters, Rose Ann Huckabay, Irene Clay,
Margery Kent, Connie Blevins, Bonnie Dvorak, and
Christina Bibens; brother, Edward Durler; sisters, Esther
Burkhart, Ruth Hattrup, and Rosemary Lamb; 35 grandchildren, 43 great-grandchildren; and four great-greatgrandchildren. Father John Forkuoh presided.
Elmer William Weber, 79, of Protection, formerly of
Medicine Lodge, died July 29, 2017. Elmer was a member of the St. John Catholic Church, Zenda, KS. Surviving
are one sister, Aileen Schmidt; one brother, LeRoy Weber; three nieces, Lisa, Linda, and Brenda; two nephews, Jason and Chad; and a sister-in-law, Alma Weber.
Jane F. Henderson, 86, of Prince of Peace Parish at
St. Patrick Church, Great Bend, died July 31, 2017. She
was a member of the Altar Society.Survivors include
one son, Ken Henderson; one daughter, Cecilia Haynes;
one brother, Leo Boor; four grandchildren, John Henderson, Kelli Henderson, Colt Haynes and and Jesse
Haynes; and one great-grandson, Cash Haynes. Father
Ted Stoecklein presided.
Bernard William “Ben” Kirmer, 85, of Immaculate
Conception Parish, Claflin, died August 1, 2017. Kirmer
served in the United States Army during the Korean
War as a corporal and rifle instructor. He was a lifelong
farmer and stockman and a devoted husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather. He had a great love
of farming that he passed down to his children, and he
helped on the farm until his recent health issues. He
was a former member of St. Catherine Catholic Church,
Dubuque, Kansas. He was also a member of the Knights
of Columbus Odin Council #2630. His wife, Shirla A.
Moore, preceded him in death on February 20, 2010.
Survivors include sons, Gary, Alan, Dennis, and Marvin;
daughters, Rita Stueder and Lora Zink; a sister, Irene
Carlisle; brothers, Andy and Richard; 19 grandchildren;
12 great-grandchildren (and several more on the way).
Father Terrance Klein presided.
Albino Macias Renteria, 67, of St. Anthony of Padua
Parish, Liberal, died August 4, 2017. He worked for National Beef, Hardberger and Smylie, and most recently
West Texas Drum Company. Survivors include his son,
Joel Albino Macias; two daughters, Mayra Abigail Sotelo and Monica Noemi Mendez; two brothers, Roberto
Macias Renteria and Jesus Macias Renteria; two sisters,
Luz Elena Austin and Rosario Macias; seven grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.

Obituary Policy
Obituary listings are always printed free of charge, but
must be edited for space and SKC style. Information provided by the funeral home varies greatly in quantity of
information. If you see that a listing has not been included,
please contact Dave at skregister@dcdiocese.org or (620)
227-1519.
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Heimerman selected for the University of Notre
Dame Catholic Leadership Certificate Program

D

irector of Young Adult Ministry Gentry Heimerman
(second row, sixth from left) ) recently returned
to Dodge City after being selected as a Fellow for the
8th Annual Catholic Leadership Certificate Program
at the University of Notre Dame July 8-15. He joined
53 other leaders from more than 20 countries from
North America, Africa, Eastern Europe, and Asia.
Sponsored by Nonprofit Certificate Education in
the Mendoza College of Business, it was an eight-day
program designed to give Catholic leaders a deeper
understanding of their role in their organizations and
their responsibilities to their subordinates and colleagues.
Top experts and Notre Dame faculty educate

them on topics important to effectively lead
nonprofit Catholic organizations, such as change
management, organizational evaluation, academic and foundation leadership, the history and current state of philanthropy and charity, strengths
based leadership, culture and mission, strategic
planning, negotiation, fundraising and leveraging
polarities.
This program is part of the University of Notre
Dame’s commitment to support the mission and
work of Catholic institutions around the world. Each
year fellowships are offered to professionals in
Catholic organizations that cover 95 percent of the
$5,000 registration fee.

Scripture Readings
With this issue, the Southwest
Kansas Catholic continues its
summer schedule. The next issue
will be dated Sept. 3, 2017. The
issue to follow will be dated and
Sept. 17, returning to its regular
biweekly schedule.
Sunday, August 13
First Kings 19:9, 11-13/Romans
9:1-5/Matthew 14:22-33
Monday, August 14; Saint
Maximilian Mary Kolbe, priest
and martyr
Deuteronomy 10:12-22/Matthew
17:22-27
Tuesday, August 15; Assumption of the Virgin Mary into
Heaven - Holy Day of Obligation
Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10/First
Corinthians 15:20-26/Luke 1:3956
Wednesday, August 16
Deuteronomy 34:1-12/Matthew
18:15-20
Thursday, August 17
Joshua 3:7-10, 11, 13-17/Matthew

18:21--19:1
Friday, August 18
Joshua 24:1-13/Matthew 19:3-12
Saturday, August 19
Joshua 24:14-29/Matthew 19:1315
Sunday, August 20
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7/Romans 11:13-15,
29-32/Matthew 15:21-28
Monday, August 21; Saint Pius
X, pope
First Thessalonians 2:2-8/Judges
2:11-19/Matthew 19:16-22
Tuesday, August 22; Queenship
of the Virgin Mary
Isaiah 9:1-6/Judges 6:11-24/Matthew 19:23-30
Wednesday, August 23
Judges 9:6-15/Matthew 20:1-16
Thursday, August 24; Saint
Bartholomew, apostle
Revelation 21:9-14/John 1:45-51
Friday, August 25
Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14-16, 22; Matthew
22:34-40
Saturday, August 26
Ruth 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/23:1-12

Sunday, August 27
Isaiah 22:15, 19-23/Romans
11:33-36/Matthew 16:13-20
Monday, August 28; Saint Augustine, bishop and doctor
First Thessalonians 1:2-5, 8-10 or
First John 4:7-16/Matthew 23:1322 or Matthew 23:8-12
	Tuesday, August 29; Beheading
of Saint John the Baptist
Jeremiah 1:17-19/Mark 6:17-29
Wednesday, August 30
First Thessalonians 2:9-13/Matthew 23:27-32
	Thursday, August 31
First Thessalonians 3:7-13/Matthew 24:42-51
Friday, Sept. 1
First Thessalonians 4:1-8/Matthew 25:1-13
Saturday, Sept. 2
First Thessalonians 4:9-12/Matthew 25:14-30
Sunday, Sept. 3
Jeremiah 20:7-9/Romans 12:1-2/
Matthew 16:21-27

“When God forgives me my sins, he buries them beneath
a large stone. It is desecration to root them up again....”
-- Father John Sullivan

GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD
aCroSS
1 The Apostles, plus one, in
Roman numerals
4 “Keep…my teaching as the
___ of your eye” (Prov 7:2)
7 California diocese named
for Saint Joseph (with “San”)
9 Commander of the army
who was made king over Israel
(1 Kings 16:16)
10 Substitute for Isaac
12 ___ pro nobis
13 Bk. after 2 Kings
14 A letter from Paul and
Timothy
17 “...your ___ and your staff
comfort me.” (Ps 23:4)
18 Nazareth, to Jesus
21 Commandment word
23 Laying on of ___
24 “___ Angelicus”
26 Breaks the eighth commandment
29 The feast of St. Polycarp is
in this month (abbr.)
30 ___ Union
33 Father of Joseph (Lk
3:23)
35 Bk. before Nahum
37 French holy woman
(abbr.)
38 Mendicants live on this
40 ___ of David
41 “___ Dolorosa”
42 Holy ___
DoWn
2 “___ the vine...” (Jn 15:5)
3 Patron saint of farmers
5 Purloined fruit in Augustine’s Confessions
6 “Take and ___; this is my
body.” (Mt 26:26)
7 Religion of Jesus
8 Son of Adam
9 Chrism
10 Large crucifix
11 Liturgy
15 Nephew of Abraham
16 Commandment carrier,
and others
19 Second son of Judah
20 Son of Seth
21 Monk’s hood
22 Bad habit
23 Angelic instrument
24 Abbr. for two NT epistles
25 Wife of King David
27 Land in which the Tower
of Babel was built
28 Doctrines
29 Moses’ was radiant (Ex
34:35)
31 Donate a portion of money
to church
32 Samson killed a thousand
men with this animal’s jawbone (Judg 15:16)
34 Direction from Bethlehem
to the Jordan
36 Abbreviation for the Mother of God
39 “Turn back, O ___”
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Largest
Selection of

in the Midwest

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Complete Family Vision Care

Catholic Gifts & Books

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

Priests on the Prairie
Died Sept. 3, 1922

Father John Sullivan

F

ather Sullivan was born Sept. 28,
1859, in Wellsville, N.Y. After studying at New York University he became a
lawyer and eventually a district judge. He
decided to become a priest and studied
at St. Jerome’s College in Berlin, Ontario,
Canada. He was ordained by Bishop John J.
Hennessy in Wichita at St. Aloysius ProCathedral on Sept. 23, 1894. He served as
an assistant at the pro-cathedral for three
years (1894-97).
In 1897, he was appointed pastor at St.
Rose of Lima, (later renamed Immaculate Conception) Danville. Here he also
cared for the missions of St. Patrick’s,
Harper, and Sacred Heart, Perth; and the
stations at Attica, Kiowa and Medicine
Lodge. During this pastorate he began
construction on a new church (St. John)
in Kiowa.
After three years, he was appointed
pastor of St. Francis Xavier, Cherryvale,
with care of the missions at Annuciation, Earlton; St. Agnes, Thayer, and

a station at
Mound Valley.
In 1906 he was
made rector of
the pro-cathedral
and oversaw the
construction of
the foundations
for St. Mary’s Cathedral. He accompanied Bishop Hennessy
to Rome on his ad limina visit in 1910.
That same year, Father Sullivan was
appointed pastor of Sacred Heart,
Dodge City. He cared for the missions
at St. Stanislaus, Ingalls; St. Andrew,
Wright, and a station in Meade County
known as Odee.
In 1913, he received his last assignment
to St. Bridget, Scammon, with the mission
at Sacred Heart, Weir City. He died on
Sept. 3, 1922, following a long illness. He
was 63. Bishop August J. Schwertner celebrated the funeral in St. Bridget Church.
Burial was in the parish cemetery.

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.

Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com
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Golf Classic to benefit retired priests Sept. 8

I

t’s time again to dust off the plaid
shorts: On Friday, Sept. 8, golfers from
across the diocese are invited to take
part in the annual Dechant Foundation
Golf Classic.
Do you have a special memory of your
favorite priest or maybe a priest who
helped you through a difficult time in your
life? The Golf Classic is designed to offer
you a way both to honor and provide
financial support for the retired priests of
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.
This year’s event will take place at the
Mariah Hills Golf Course on 1800 Matt
Down Road in Dodge City.
The golf classic, organized by Mark
Roth, Development Director for the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, will begin

“The retired priests ... have been
celebrating Mass, hearing confessions,
anointing the sick, confirmation, baptism for these decades and decades and
decades, for you and your family. Let
us try to open up our hearts in prayer
and assistance to them and in alms-giving. Thank you for your support for our
retired priests.”
-- Most rev. John B. Brungardt

with Mass at 10:30 a.m. at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Registration
begins at 11 a.m., followed by noon
lunch.
The format will be a four-person
scramble with a shotgun start at 1 p.m.,

followed by a dinner reception.
The cost is $500 per four-member
team.
Non-golfers are welcome to attend the
dinner reception for $50 per plate. RSVP
by Aug. 25.
Sponsors are needed at several levels,
including Dinner: $3,000; Corporate:
$2,500; Company: $1,000; Team: $500;
Snack: $300; and Hole: $200.
The Prime sponsor of the Classic is
Catholic Mutual Group, which helps repair or rebuild damaged church properties.
For registration information, or to
become a sponsor, contact Mark Roth,
mroth@dcdiocese.org, or (620) 2271535.

Last night for
saintly meteor
shower

D

enver, Colo. (CNA/EWTN News).August 13 is the last night to enjoy
the Perseids metior shower.
Star-gazing might not be the first thing
that comes to mind when Catholics
think of St. Lawrence, the early Christian
martyr who was cooked to death by the
Romans on an outdoor grill.
But every August, Catholics have the
chance to see a meteor shower named in
his honor. The Perseids meteor shower,
also called the “tears of St. Lawrence,”
is a meteor shower associated with the
comet Swift-Tuttle, which drops dust and
debris in Earth’s orbit on its 133-year trip
around the Sun. (The comet poses no
immediate threat to Earth, at least not
for several thousand years.)
As Earth orbits the Sun, it hits pieces
of left-behind debris from the comet,
causing them to burn up in Earth’s
atmosphere. This creates a prolific
meteor shower that can best be seen in
the Northern Hemisphere from late July
to early August, usually peaking around
Aug. 10, the feast of St. Lawrence.
During it’s peak, the rate of meteors
reaches 60 or more per hour.
The name “Perseids” comes from
the constellation Perseus, named for a
character in Greek mythology, and the
radiant of the shower or the point from
which it appears to originate.
The name “tears of St. Lawrence”
came from the association with his feast
day and from the legends that built up
around the Saint after his death.
Saint Lawrence was martyred on
Aug. 10, 258 during the persecution of
the emperor Valerian along with many
other members of the Roman clergy.
He was the last of the seven deacons
of Rome to die.
After the pope, Sixtus II, was martyred
on Aug. 6, Lawrence became the principal authority of the Roman Church,
having been the Church’s treasurer.
When he was summoned before the
executioners, Lawrence was ordered to
bring all the wealth of the Church with
him. He showed up with a handful of
crippled, poor, and sick men, and when
questioned, replied that “These are the
true wealth of the Church.”
He was immediately sent to his death,
being cooked alive on a gridiron. Legend
has it that one of his last words was a
joke about his method of execution, as
he quipped to his killers: “Turn me over,
I’m done on this side!”
Catholics began calling the meteors the “tears of St. Lawrence,” even
though the celestial phenomenon predates the saint.
Some Italian lore also holds that the
fiery bits of debris seen during a meteor
shower are representative of the coals
that killed St. Lawrence, and some traditions hold it that if one waters a basil
plant and sets it out on the night of the
meteor shower, they will find coal chips
underneath the plant the next day from
St. Lawrence’s tears.

