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‘the more I discover, the more I seek you’

Editor’s Note: The following
homily was delivered by Bishop
John Brungardt at the July 27 at
the First Profession of Religious
Vows for the bishop’s niece, Sister
Lucy Fidelis, OP, and 10 others,
at Christ the King Church in Ann
Arbor, Michigan.

Bishop Brungardt presides at the First Profession of
Religious Vows for his niece, Sister Lucy Fidelis, OP

“Arise, my friend, my beautiful one, and come! ... Let me
see your face, let me hear your
voice.” -- Song of Songs
ur Lord is speaking to you, dear
Sisters, at your
First Profession
of Religious Vows
Mass. The poetic
language of the Song of Songs
points to a spiritual union between
you, the beloved, and the Lord,
your Lover. This is fulfilled in the
new Covenant, as Jesus speaks to
you in St. John’s Gospel: “You are
my friends ... .”
Welcome to all as we each
celebrate this divine love today.
Welcome to my brothers in the
episcopacy, my brothers in the
priesthood, my brothers in the
diaconate, Mother Mary Assumpta
and all the Dominican Sisters of
Mary, Mother of the Eucharist,
religious, family members of the
Sisters professing first vows, and
laity. Welcome!
What does a diocesan priest
and bishop preach about at a
Dominican Sisters first profession
Mass? I’m not a Dominican. I’m
not a religious. I decided to say
a few words about being aware
of the presence of God, prayer,
as St. Catherine of Sienna wrote:
“You, eternal Trinity, are a deep
sea. The more I enter you, the
more I discover, and the more I
discover, the more I seek you”
(Dialogue 167). Enter – Discover
– Seek.

Prayer -- for the needs of the
faithful and the world

T

he first Dominican Sister I remember is Sister Mary Conrad
Miller, O.P., of the Dominican
Sisters of Peace (formerly the
Dominican Sisters of Great Bend,
Kansas in my diocese). Sister
Mary Conrad and I assisted a summer catechetical program in the
Diocese of Wichita called Totus
Tuus. I was a seminarian then,
and was edified by her dedication,
love of the children, and love of

Bishop John Brungardt, Sister Lucy Fidelis, OP, Bishop Carl Kemme of the Catholic Diocese of Wichita,
and Sister Lucy’s parents, Cassandra and Dr. Gerard Brungardt.
God. I thought at the time “she could be retired,
taking it easy ...;” what a foolish seminarian I
was! The love of Christ inspired her to continue
her life-long ministry of bringing children to
Christ.
During my last visit with Sister Mary Conrad, I
told her about Sister Lucy Fidelis, my niece, preparing for first profession with her group. Sister
Mary Conrad, now very elderly, retired and receiving nursing care in the motherhouse, assured me
of her prayers for these Sisters, and of her prayers
for me, her bishop. I cannot express the importance of these intercessory prayers for the Sisters
and me. Please pray for Sister Mary Conrad, that
her “faith ... may be for praise, glory, and honor”
of God (1 Peter). Let us enter, discover, and seek
the Lord through intercessory prayer.

Prayer -- for the unity of all
(“that they may all be one”
John 17:21):

O

ne of my earliest memories as a boy was our
family rosary before bedtime; many of you
have been blessed by a similar experience. The

Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist dedicate their community “to Jesus through
Mary.” Whenever I bless a rosary, my words are:
“May the Lord bless this rosary, that those who
use it, and those who see it, may draw closer to
Jesus through Mary.”
One gift of praying the rosary is unity: “that
they may all be one” (John 17:21). The next
generation of “rosary pray-ers” was my nephews and nieces. My family Dr. Gerard and
Cassandra, Sister Lucy Fidelis’ parents, had a
beautiful practice that one child would lead a
decade, then choose the next sibling for the
following decade. I marveled at this family
rosary: at the anticipation, the togetherness,
the joy, the love of family members with each
other and with Mary and Jesus. One of my
favorite quotes of St. Catherine of Sienna’s is:
“God’s heart is more gentle than the Virgin’s
first kiss upon the Christ.” Let us live this
gentleness, this love, this unity, through praying the rosary, as we enter, discover, and seek
Jesus through Mary, His Mom.

‘God’s heart is more gentle than the
Virgin’s ﬁrst kiss upon the Christ’

(st. Catherine of sienna)

“let us live this gentleness, this love, this unity, through praying the rosary, as we enter, discover, and seek jesus through
-- Bishop John Brungardt
mary, his mom.”

Prayer -- for your Apostolate of teaching
(students/parents/staﬀ/
benefactors):

L

astly, Sisters, pray for
your apostolate: teaching. Classroom teaching has
a special place in my heart: I
was a science teacher for 13
years before seminary, then
after ordination I was appointed Chaplain and religion
teacher for three years at
Bishop Carroll Catholic High
School in the Wichita Diocese.
Classroom teaching is not
easy! James Dobson wrote
that when he was experiencing a discipline problem by a
student, he would arrive at the
classroom early, sit at the student’s desk, and pray for that
student. At times, we teachers/catechists are at fault. At
times, the student is experiencing many troubles at home.
What to do? “Isn’t God more
ready to forgive than we are to
sin? And isn’t He our Doctor
-- and we the sick ones?” (Letter T178) wrote St. Catherine.
Let us treat our students as
the beloved ones, our brothers
and sisters in Christ, precious
children of God. Let us follow
Jesus’ exhortation: “This I command you: love one another”
(John). Let us enter, discover,
and seek God in prayer for our
teaching apostolate, for our
students, their parents, the
staff, and our benefactors.

S

• • •

ister making your first
religious profession: you
have asked for “God’s merciful love, and to live in this Dominican Religious Community
of Sisters of Mary, Mother
of the Eucharist.” You are
about to publicly resolve to
“follow Christ more perfectly,
... in a new bond of religious
profession.” You are soon to
pronounce your vows. Take
courage from your Lover, Jesus. Ask for humility from the
Blessed Mother Mary. Always
enter, discover, and seek God
in prayer. Be nourished by
God’s Word, and Jesus’ Eucharist. Be forgiven by Jesus’
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The Lord loves you more
than you can ask or imagine!
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When consolation seems so far away...

Another Way
+ Most Rev.
Ronald M. Gilmore
Bishop of Dodge City

We are to be strong with his strength, which is
greatest when we are most weak.
The old nun was talking of her own search for
God: what pleases him is seeing me love my own
weakness. The young artist whom she had mentored as a child could not quite follow this. So the
old woman pushed: Surely you know this.
At times, I seem to know it, but when the light
fails and he is silent, and deadly cold falls upon my
heart, then I ….

Sister Irene Hartman, OP,
SKC columnist, dies at 95

S

ister Irene
Hartman, OP,
95, a long-time
columnist for the
Southwest Kansas
Catholic, died Aug.
17, 2017, in the
Dominican Sisters’
Convent Infirmary,
Great Bend. She was
95.
Sister Irene
penned the column,
“Holy Ones of Our Time,” for more
than a decade.
“She was a gift to the newspaper,” said SKC editor, Dave Myers.
“Her columns told of people who

had suffered greatly
because of their faith,
or who had physical ailments that caused them
to suffer tremendously,
all the while never allowing their strong faith
to waver.
“I told Sister on
several occasions how
valued her columns
were to the paper. She
was still writing even after her health had greatly declined.
She would often send in two or
three articles at a time. The SKC still
has eight of her columns that have
Continued on Page 8

HELP WANTED

Diocesan Director of Matrimony,
Family Life, and Natural Family Planning

T

he Catholic Diocese of Dodge City is seeking a Director of the Matrimony, Family Life, & Natural Family Planning office (MFLNFP). The
Director shall guide the mission of the office through collaboration with
pastors and parishes and ensure that the programs operate in accordance with the teachings of the Catholic Church and the mission outlined
by the Diocese.
The MFLNFP office is responsible for programs for the Diocese in these
areas and is responsible for organizing and directing efforts to involve
volunteers in programs and services within the Diocese including 48 parishes in 28 counties. Initial efforts will be focused on the Cathedral Parish
and regional workshops/meetings/listening sessions.
The Director oversees internal and external communications and outreach for the Diocese with the use of print, web, and other media forms.
Prefer Bachelor’s Degree in related area, proficient verbal and written
communication skills, bilingual (English/Spanish) preferred.
To request additional information on position specifications and requirements and/or to apply: Email cover letter and resume to tlampe@
dcdiocese.org or mail to Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, Attn: Human
Resources, 910 Central, Dodge City, KS 67801. (620) 227-1534.

Catholic Chancery; Database Administrator

T

he Diocese of Dodge City is seeking a full-time Database Administrator. This position will provide oversight and administration of the
Diocesan database (Donor Perfect) as well as support for the Office of
Development. The right candidate will be proficient in MS Excel and
Word, detail orientated with strong organizational skills. Prefer BS in
bus/admin, accounting, PR or marketing and 2-3 years’ experience in
related field with record keeping, computer databases and spreadsheets
experience required. Excellent verbal and written communication skills
(bilingual Spanish) preferred. For additional information and to apply:
Email cover letter and resume to tlampe @dcdiocese.org or mail to Diocese of Dodge City, Attn: Human Resources, 910 Central, Dodge City, KS
67801. (620) 227-1534.

That happens to more of us, and more
often, than we are likely to admit, even
if we are aware of it. We carry hidden
hurts. We are locked in secret struggles.
Consolation is far away, desolation is
skin-close.
We should not be afraid of the fading
light, the dimming eye, the shadowing
letters that must be blinked back into
focus. We should not run from the
silence: he has already said all he has

to say, his one Word, his one Son, Jesus
Christ. He is there, vibrating softly in
the silence. We should not shrink from
the deadly cold that hangs around the
edges of our hearts, threatening always
that numbness which is less, really, than
we always fear.  
When we can’t see him … when we
can’t feel him … we can accept out
weakness … and we can trust him. That
is enough.

‘First Saturday Devotions’ to begin

O

n the first Saturday in November, Catholics from across the Diocese of Dodge
City are invited to participate in an event
requested by the Holy Mother Mary herself.
With the 100th anniversary of the Miracle
of the Sun, the appearance of Mary to the
children of Fatima, and the recent visit of
Our Lady of Fatima’s statue to the diocese,
Bishop John Brungardt is renewing the “First
Saturday Devotions”.
The first First Saturday Devotion will take
place Nov. 4 at St. Stanislaus Parish, Ingalls,
beginning with a Rosary and confessions
at 8:30 a.m., followed by Mass at 9 a.m.
celebrated by Bishop Brungardt. A 15-minute meditation will follow, with confessions
available at that time, as well. The event will
conclude with refreshments.
The “First Saturday Devotions” were
described in detail by the Virgin Mother to a
young girl named Lucia in 1925.
Mary told Lucia that she would “... assist at
the hour of death, with the graces necessary
for salvation, all those who on the first Saturdays of five consecutive months confess,
receive Holy Communion, pray a Rosary,
and keep me company for a quarter of an
hour mediating on the 15 mysteries with the
intention of offering me reparation.”

Amongst the reasons for the Devotions
were for reparation for offenses committed
against the Immaculate Heart of Mary, such
as arguing against her being the Mother of
God, and turning children against her.
The Devotions will continue to take place
at St. Stanislaus on the first Saturday of December through March.
Participants should plan to attend all five
monthly devotionals consecutively. People
from across the diocese are encouraged to
attend.
“Sister
Lucy,”
one of the
children
to whom
Mary appeared,
kneels at
a statue of
Our Lady of
Fatima.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENT
The Most Reverend John B. Brungardt,
Bishop of Dodge City, announced the following
Clergy appointment, effective August 28, 2017
Father Eric Awuah-Gyamfi from the Diocese of Goaso in Ghana is appointed parochial administrator of St. Michael in La Crosse, Holy Trinity in Timken and St. Joseph in Liebenthal. He
succeeds Father Matthew Kumi who returned to his home diocese of Goaso.
By order of the
Most Rev. John B. Brungardt,
Sister Janice Grochowsky, JCL, Chancellor

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers who work with children to
participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness session. Through the Diocesan Awareness
Sessions and other educational efforts of the
diocese, all people of the diocese can learn how
to discuss different aspects of abuse -- including
sexual abuse -- with children and how to teach
them to protect themselves.
For updated listings, visit www.dcdiocese.
org/safe-environment.
The next awareness session is scheduled for:
Great Bend
Tuesday, Sept. 19; 5-8 p.m.
Holy Family Catholic School
4200 Broadway

Great Bend, KS 67530
Contact Person:  
Karen Moeder 620-792-7130
PGC Facilitator:  Donna Staab

Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have been a
victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an employee or
volunteer of the Diocese of Dodge City, you are
asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412
home; dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have
the right to directly contact the Department for
Children and Families/Kansas Protection Report
Center: Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.
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Lawbreakers

for the Common Good

By Charlene Scott Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
Editor’s Note: The following is Part I of a
two part series.
t was a long time ago when little-known
operatives worked illegally on the Underground Railroad in Kansas, a secret network
that guided enslaved persons to freedom.
But Anne Hawkins, an historian and teacher
at Washburn University in Topeka, made the
story of slaves in Kansas--and the people who
helped them escape--come alive.
“This is a topic that most Kansans don’t
know about,” said Hawkins, a 2009 recipient
of a research grant for her work from the
Kansas State Historical Society. “It is one
of my passions,” added the woman who
has given talks on this subject for the past
five years.
Hawkins drove more than eight hours round
trip to give her presentation, “Lawbreakers for
the Common Good: the Underground Railroad
in Kansas,” recently at the Dodge City Public
Library.  Her talk was sponsored by the Kansas
Humanities Council.
The Underground Railroad was an operation that began during the turmoil caused by
the question of slavery in Kansas, from 1855
to 1865 when the passage of the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution abolished slavery. The network was a secret system that hid
and helped black runaways--men, women and
children--to escape from slavery to freedom.
As many as 100,000 people were thought to
have been saved in the United States between
1800 and 1865.
“Helping slaves was dangerous,” Hawkins
said, praising the “courage and intelligence”
of both the freedom-seekers and the volunteers who ran the Underground Railroad in
Kansas.
Among the Kansans who risked their lives
to help slaves escape were Clarina Nichols, an
editor and suffragist from Quindaro, John and
Mary Jane Ritchie of Topeka, and William Matthews, an African-American boarding house
operator in Leavenworth.           
The Fugitive Slave Law was passed by the
U.S. Congress on Sept. 18, 1850, affecting
Southern slave-holding interests and Northern Free-Soilers. The act greatly favored slave
owners.  
“Passage of the Fugitive Act slave law meant
that people were bound to turn in anyone suspected of being a runaway slave,” explained
Hawkins. “People who operated the Underground Railroad were lawbreakers, because
helping enslaved people escape was looked
upon as abetting theft of property.
“In 1854 the U.S. Congress let the people
of Kansas decide whether the territory would
be pro-slavery or free,” Hawkins recalled.
“Southern delegates believed Nebraska would
come into the Union as a free territory and
Kansas as a slave state.
“The result was that Missourians flooded
into Kansas to make sure that slave owners
would get the best vote in the territory’s
earliest elections. Then after they voted, the
Missourians went back home.”
There would be slavery in Kansas for a short
time until Free State rules were passed by the
legislature, Hawkins said.
“The first Kansas state legislature was

I

pro-slavery, and in Kansas the penalties for
working on the Underground Railroad were
more severe here than in other states.”  If a
person was caught helping a slave escape in
the United States, it could mean six months
in prison or a $1,000 fine, Hawkins explained.
But in Kansas Territory, the consequences of
being caught helping the Underground Railroad was 10 years in prison at hard labor or
the death penalty.
Still, some people reacted against slavery
“for strong moral reasons,” she pointed out.  
One woman, Sarah Armstrong, taught the
children of slaves in Kansas Territory from
her Bible. Children in Missouri whose parents
owned slaves sometimes secretly helped their
dark-skinned playmates to freedom.
“One boy, U.S. Hall, recalled later as an adult
that he wrote passes for slaves and signed
them with his daddy’s name,” Hawkins said.
“John and Mary Jane Ritchie moved to Kansas, and were progressive.  He was well known
for his work on the Underground Railroad. He
once was taken captive and imprisoned, but
cut a hole in his prison [to escape].”
Captain William Mitchell and his sister Agnes
of Wabaunsee, Kansas, were another family
who saved slaves in the underground network
for 10 years. A cupboard in the family cabin
concealed a hiding place for runaways.
The Cordley family of Douglas County,
Kansas Territory, wanted to hide a woman
named Lizzie from bounty hunters, but didn’t
know where to put her in their small cabin.
“Why don’t you hide me in the bed?” Lizzie
suggested. They did by placing a straw mattress over her, with a visiting guest, Mrs.
Ward, pretending to be sick, “sleeping” on
top of the bed.
Caroline Scales of Topeka hid runaway Judy
Anne Clarke in a barrel in her cellar. The slave
stayed in that barrel for six weeks until they
could arrange transportation farther north
along the underground railroad.
Ephraim Nute of Douglas County dressed
the slave Charlie Fisher in women’s clothes
to escape to freedom.
Freedom-seeker Bill Riley was captured by
bounty hunters one January and dragged to
Missouri. “His cell was near a heating stove,
and he used a coal to burn out the bars in the
wooden window frame of his cell to escape,
crossing the Missouri River on floating cakes
of ice,” Hawkins said.
One slave family of five with three children
was taken on a 14-day journey from Topeka
to Iowa and on to Nebraska.  Slaves who made
it to Canada and stayed, never again lived in
slavery.     
“A lot of formerly-enslaved men came from
Missouri and joined the armed services, forming the First Kansas Colored Infantry in 1862,
the first black unit to see action in the Civil
War,” Hawkins noted.   “There were people
who thought that colored men could not fight,
but one general at the Battle of Island Mound
in  Missouri in the fall of 1862 reported ‘They
fought like tigers!’”
Hawkins explained that slavery, in the form
of human trafficking, unfortunately exists
today, including in Kansas, and she supports
organizations like Operation Underground
Railroad, and Free the Slaves, to help fight
slavery in the present day.
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The story of the
Underground Railroad in Kansas

Newspaper editor Clarina Nichols
was a suffragist and abolitionist,
helping slaves along the underground railroad.

Ephraim Nute
(above) of Douglas County, Kansas
dressed the slave
Charlie Fisher (not
pictured) in women’s
clothing to get away
from pursuers.

The Ritchie House (above) is
considered the oldest house in
Topeka. It was built in 1856 by
abolitionists John and Mary Jane
Ritchie (at right) and served as
a stop along the underground
railroad.

Anne Hawkins,
an historian
and teacher
at Washburn
University in
Topeka, presented “Lawbreakers for
the Common
Good,” at the
Dodge City Public Library. The
presentation
highlighted the
Underground
Railroad of
Kansas, which
helped slaves
escape their
captors.
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Advice to new journalists

S

Commentary
Cardinal Yves Congar OP  
1904-1995

tudents are once again enjoying the
start of their school year, thankful that
summer break is finally over. I’d like to
pass some advice on to those youngsters who
may be considering a career in journalism
some day.
One: Starting out, you will probably work
for a smaller newspaper, covering things
like County Commissioner meetings. It’s
difficult to describe the excitement of your
first County Commissioner meeting. There
is nothing remotely exciting about them, or
it would be much easier to describe.
Two: “Assuming” is always a safe bet.
If you want to be truly adept at reporting,
learn shorthand. My wife is a whiz at shorthand. Her notes look like pasta salad.
I, sadly, never learned shorthand, and am
a very slow note-taker. If you are unable to
write down the entire quote during an interview, I have found that the best solution
is to assume: Assume what the speaker had
intended to say. In my years as a reporter,
I’ve “assumed” entire articles.
If, after the article comes out, the subject of
your interview expresses anger, remember
the following example:
“I never once mentioned Big Foot in my
lecture on Proverbs!” said an angry cleric to
me some 18 years ago.
“Of course, you said it,” I replied. “It says
so right here in the article! See?”
They can’t argue with that.
Three: Always feel free to use creative
editing--in articles, photos, or even cartoons.
See the cartoon on this page? See the woman
with the white, curly hair? That was originally
a male. I changed it so that there would be a
woman represented. The cartoonist should
have known better. Granted, she looks a little
like George Washington. My illustration skills
are not that adept.
Four: When you cover an event, take lots
and lots and lots and lots and lots of photos in
hopes that one or two will be usable. I average 135 bad photos for every good one.
This advice is particularly helpful with
group photos. There always seems to be
one or two people with their eyes closed,
or who are trying to stifle a yawn.
Here’s what you do: use Photoshop to cut
non-yawning, eyes-opened heads from the
other photos, and paste them onto their bodies in a “control” photo. But be attentive!
On one occasion, I received an angry call
from a man who assured me that he was
NOT (“and I repeat ‘NOT’”) wearing a beige
pant-suit with ruffles and a pearl necklace,
and from a woman with a large bouffant
hairdo who said she’s never even owned a
suit and tie.
“I’m so sorry,” I responded, trying to hold
my laughter until after I hung up. Which leads
me to advice # Five:
Five: Just because you make a really stupid
mistake, it doesn’t mean you can’t get joy
and laughter out of it.  
Six: Regarding interviews: If you suffer
from severe insecurity, as I do, making it

difficult to cover events
where you have to
speak to multiple individuals, do as I do:
Go into the interview
pretending that you
are someone who is not
shy. I’ve done this many
times, and it does work By Dave Myers
very well.
Editor
If this proves just too
difficult for you, try taking on the personality
of your favorite fictional character. If you
choose to take this route: 1) Always use a
human character. I once tried “Scooby Doo”.
It does not help your interview if your subject
keeps asking if you need medical attention.
2) Do not use a character who is painfully
insecure, as it will defeat the purpose.
Seven: The great joy of any job is selffulfillment. You may think this comes from
a big paycheck. This is not the case. And
that’s a good thing, because in journalism,
it’s typically the big papers that offer the
larger paychecks, and since the big papers
will no longer exist when you graduate, you
needn’t concern yourself with that.
The joy is in the work--in my case, spreading good news and having a good time doing
it. At a smaller newspaper, you will do a little
of everything. I take photographs, write articles, do the layout, work on the webpage,
and, when called upon, lance boils.
At least twice a week a get a call from
someone here at the chancery: “Dave, I’ve
got a real big boil for you to lance!” Or, “Dave,
if you have time, boy do I have a painful
boil!” I should mention that “lancing boils”
is newspaper slang for helping with a writing
or computer layout problem.
Seven: As you enter the world of journalism, you’ll hear a lot about “fake news.” Other
than on, say, Facebook, I don’t believe in fake
news--only accurate and inaccurate, biased or
non-biased. I mean, compare CNBC to Fox, for
example. Same planet, different worlds.
In the Catholic press, we’re biased, too, but
what an awesome bias it is: toward Christ’s
teachings; we’re biased toward life.
We’re biased towards the greatest truth
of all—a truth that tells us when the events
we observe, whether in Washington or in
our own backyard, are a part of the larger
truth or the greatest lie -- the lie that makes
the ol’ devil dance with joy. It’s the one that
tells us that we should feed some of the
poor; clothe some of the naked. The lie tells
us that some people are not our neighbors,
our sisters, our brothers.
Our Father in Heaven told us to love your
neighbor as yourself. Without condition. ...
Love does no evil to the neighbor. This is
Christianity 101.
To treat our brothers and sisters any other
way, and then to turn around and call ourselves followers of the greatest embodiment
of unconditional love the world has ever
known? Now that might just fall under the
category of fake news.
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Y

ves Congar is one of the most famous theologians
of the 20th Century. He joined the Dominicans and
was ordained as a Dominican priest. In 1939, he
was assigned as a military chaplain. During World War
II, he was captured by the Germans and spent years as a
prisoner of war.
Prison was a school of experience for Yves where he
came to appreciate the whole world.
In the 1950s, Congar began publishing books on
the laity and Church in need of renewal. With other
Dominicans, he wrote of the necessity of returning to the
sources, both of Scripture and the early Fathers.
Holy Ones of
He was questioned on his writings and was dismissed
Our Time
by Church authorities. Yet, when Pope John XXIII needed
the wisdom of Congar, the ban was lifted.
By Sister Irene
Very soon, the Congregation began to write Congar’s
Hartman, OP
information that would be needed by Vatican II in fields
of revelation, the Church, mission, ecumenism, and the
The SKC is presenting
Church in the modern world.
the last eight columns
Congar defended the Church as the “People of God”, a
of Sister Irene’s as a
title that remains relevant today. A glance into his works
celebration of her life
shows that he was a very busy theologian during the
and her gift to this
Council. During long days and nights, he continued to
newspaper. Sister
answer the questions of Council participants.
Irene died Aug. 17.
Congar is known for his emphasis on the role of the
laity and the Church always in need of reformation.
Yves Congar was named a Cardinal in 1994, and he died the next year at the age
of 91. His interest in a reformed church remains evident in the writings he left to
the Church.

Pre-Vatican II --

“The church
needs reform,
and this is not the
task of one single
person, the sovereign pontiff or
a certain number
of cardinals ... but
the task of the
entire world.”

-- Dominican theologian Yves Congar,
credited for his powerful influence at the
Second Vatican Council.

The parish council decided that John
will remain the head greeter ... at least
.
until his medication wears off.

Commentary
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“Grounded in our Catholic mission, we are guided by our commitment to uphold
the dignity of every person, to work for the common good of our nation, and to
promote a living faith that works for justice.”

‘The dignity of every human being must be protected’
By Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City
s Bishop
and Curia of
the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City,
we are spiritually and
morally motivated to
raise our voice confirming our values
and commitments as
Americans and Christians.
Grounded in our
Catholic mission, we
are guided by our commitment to uphold the dignity of every person, to work for the common good
of our nation, and to promote a living faith that
works for justice.
As enunciated by Pope Francis:
“Every human being is a child of God! He or
she bears the image of Christ! We ourselves need
to see, and then to enable others to see, that
migrants and refugees do not only represent a
problem to be solved, but are brothers and sisters

A

to be welcomed, respected and loved.” (Message
of His Holiness Pope Francis for the World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, 5 August 2014)
It is reported that there are approximately 7,000
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients in Kansas. The vast majority of these DACA
youth are in the Diocese of Dodge City.
DACA youth are contributors to our economy,
veterans of our military, academic standouts in our
schools, and involved members and leaders in our
parishes. These young people entered the U.S. as
children and know the United States of America as
their only home. The dignity of every human being,
particularly that of our children and youth, must be
protected.
We urge our political leaders to continue administering the DACA program and to publicly ensure
that DACA youth are not priorities for deportation.
DACA is not a permanent solution; for this
reason, we also call on all our political leaders to
work in an expeditious and bipartisan manner to
find a legislative solution for DACA youth as soon
as possible.
We note the moral urgency for comprehensive
immigration reform that is just and compassionate.

Write to your
representatives
Sen. Pat Roberts
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1605
Phone: 202-224-4774
Fax: 202-224-3514
Sen. Jerry Moran
Dirksen Senate Office Building
Room 521
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-6521
Fax: 202-228-6966
Rep. Roger Marshall
312 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-2715
President Donald Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

What is
DACA?
Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) is an American
immigration policy
that allows certain
undocumented immigrants who entered
the country before
their 16th birthday
and before June 2007
to receive a renewable two-year work
permit and exemption
from deportation.
DACA does confer
non-immigrant legal
status but does not
provide a path to
citizenship.

Our response to Charlottesville

I
By MOST REV.
James D. Conley
Bishop of Lincoln, Neb.

In 1959, eight
years after
segregated
Church seating was
banned, two
black men
were beaten
by a mob because they sat
in the front
pews of a
New Orleans
area parish.

n the late 1940s, Archbishop Joseph Rummel
began the process of ending segregation in
the parishes, seminary, and schools of the
Archdiocese of New Orleans. He faced real
opposition, from families, from teachers, from
civil officials, and even some of the priests and
religious of his diocese.
Political leaders threatened to end all state
financial support for integrated Catholic
schools. Catholics wrote to Pope Pius XII asking
him to remove Archbishop Rummel from his
post. At times, the opposition became violent
– A cross was burned on Archbishop Rummel’s
lawn; his home was picketed nightly.
In 1959, eight years after segregated Church
seating was banned, two black men were
beaten by a mob because they sat in the front
pews of a New Orleans area parish. Some
diocesan officials pleaded with Archbishop
Rummel to end his mission. But the archbishop
was undeterred.
In 1956, he wrote that racism “is morally
wrong and sinful because it is a denial of the
unity… of the Redemption. The Eternal Son of
God, Christ Jesus our Lord, came into the world
to redeem and save all men, to die for all men
on the cross, to make the life of grace available through the Church and the Sacraments
for all men.” Racism, he wrote, and especially
segregation “would draw the color line across
the inspiring plan of the Redemption and thus
sin against the divine providence, the love and
the mercy that conceived and carried out the
wonderful Mystery.”
No matter the cost, Archbishop Rummel
was committed to ending racial stereotypes
and prejudices, which are, he said, “grievous
violations of Christian justice and charity.”
Archbishop Rummel died in 1964. By then,
the Archdiocese of New Orleans had done
away with racial segregation in its institutions.
But the evil of racism – which sins against
Providence, justice, and charity – remains a

powerful force in our country.
Recently, white supremacists and neo-Nazis
demonstrated in Charlottesville, Virginia. It
was the largest such gathering in the United
States in decades. They marched across the
campus of the University of Virginia, carrying
burning torches. They carried vile signs and
chanted Nazi slogans. They engaged in violent
fights with counter-protestors – in some cases
punching or beating black onlookers. And one
participant in the protest drove a speeding car
through a crowd of people, injuring dozens,
and killing one young woman. Please join me
in praying for the repose of the soul of that
young woman – Heather Heyer – and for all
of those who were injured.
Racism, white supremacy, and anti-Semitism
are absolutely opposed to the truth of the
Gospel. Racism is a dangerous evil: a lie sown
by Satan, which seduces, and confuses, and
ensnares. The Evil One seeks to divide us from
one another and from the Lord, by sowing and
exploiting prejudice, stereotypes, and fear.
Regrettably, the white supremacists were
not the only ones sowing violence in Charlottesville. A small number of the counter-protestors, but not most of them, were violent,
anarchist members of the “antifa” movement,
who opposed their racist counterparts with
violence.
We should all be disgusted by the racism of
white supremacists. But hatred, expressed in
anarchic violence, is the wrong response to
injustice. Hatred begets hatred. Violence begets violence. Christians know that evil cannot
overcome evil. Only grace can conquer evil.
[Soon after the events in Charlottesville},
Archbishop Chaput wrote that “Charlottesville
matters. It’s a snapshot of our public unraveling into real hatreds brutally expressed; a
collapse of restraint and mutual respect now
taking place across the country.... If we want
a different kind of country in the future, we

need to start today with a conversion in our
own hearts, and an insistence on the same in
others. That may sound simple. But the history
of our nation and its tortured attitudes toward
race proves exactly the opposite.”
Today, our call is to oppose the evil of racism,
and the violence begotten by hatred, with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ – with the love of the
One who came to redeem every human heart.
Jesus Christ can free the captives of racism, and
Jesus Christ can heal racism’s victims. Our job
is to proclaim the truth, mercy, and freedom
of life in Jesus Christ. We should not be naïve
about how difficult that job really is.
It should be absolutely clear to us that without
a massive spiritual renewal in our country, violence, hatred, and chaos will continue unabated.
In fact, each one of us must guard our hearts, to
ensure that Satan does not sow within us the lie
of racism, or use our disgust for racism to make
us hateful, vengeful, or violent.
The only Christian response to the evil that
unfolded in Charlottesville is to redouble our
prayers for our nation, and to redouble our
efforts to build a civilization of love.
More than 60 years ago, Archbishop Rummel
worked to combat the evil of racism, because
he knew that “Jesus Christ had come to die for
all men.” It wasn’t easy, but it was his mission.
Today, we are called to do the same. May the
Lord give us the grace to build a nation alive in
Jesus Christ, which respects the dignity, rights,
and beauty of every person, created in the image of God.
The Most Rev. James D. Conley served as the
auxiliary Bishop for the Denver Archdiocese
from April of 2008 until November of 2012,
and during this time also served as Apostolic
Administrator for Denver from September 2011
until July 2012. Bishop Conley is currently the
Bishop of the Lincoln diocese.
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‘Ten steps above awesome’

Diocese’s newest priests describe first months after ordination
By David Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic

“...The Roman collar says a lot. No matter what Christian
denomination they are, people are drawn to a priest for
encouragement, wisdom, a kind word, a blessing. It’s truly
humbling to be a priest.”                         -- Father Mark Brantley

Father Juan Salas

one year, 90 days a priest ....

A

Father Jacob Schneider

s he completes his first
year of priestly ministry,
Father Juan Salas admits
that being a priest is not quite
what he expected.
knowing how that feels is something
he first time he entered St. Ann Catholic
“It is way better,” he said
Church in Olmitz, Jacob Schneider was a
you can only know after or while
enthusiastically. “It’s nothing I
newborn cradled in his parent’s arms, his
you’re doing it.”
can describe. I love that passage
twin brother carefully held next to him.
It was surprising to learn that
from the Transfiguration of the
   Twenty-nine years later, the young man known many of the people who seek out a
Lord when the disciples are with
to most of the people of this small Kansas compriest’s help are not Catholic.
him and see that radiant light.
munity, walked up the aisle of the church a
The multitude of people--Catholic
They felt so comforted, so at
priest of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.
and non--seeking help, created a
peace.
“A lot of things come to mind,” he said when
challenge for the young priest. It
“That’s what it has been like for me. It has exasked to remember that first Mass back in June.
wasn’t the busy schedule with which
ceeded all my expectations.”
“Surreal. Overwhelmed. Extremely grateful. And very he struggled, but instead it was
Father Salas was ordained on June 4, 2016 at
humbled.”
those times that he was unable to fix
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge
Father Schneider was ordained on June 3 at the
their problems.  
City. He recalls that his first Mass as a priest, celCathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City by
“We have to know how to address that--to be as generous
ebrated at the cathedral, was overwhelming.
the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt--a celebration that
as we can, but also know that we can’t solve everybody’s
“I was very nervous,” he said with a chuckle.
problems.
capped off seven years of study.
“I did enjoy it, even though my heart was over“Peter said ‘the only thing I have to offer you is Jesus Christ
“We prepare for this for years,” he said of the first
whelmed.”
Mass. “But when the day finally comes that you celcrucified’” Father Schneider added. “We have to work out of
He currently serves as parochial vicar at St.
ebrate Mass, everything is new! And you’re surrounded
that modus operandi, If that’s not the heart of what we give
Mary Parish in Garden City. It’s not difficult
by friends and family and people who have supported
in our ministry, we’re always going to be a let-down.”
to imagine a new priest going into a parish
you and walked with you your whole life, not just while
The greatest joy of his ministry thus far?
wanting to take on all ills--help God to heal
at seminary.
“Getting to know and work with families, whether in bapand to guide all comers, leading them all into
“It was unlike anything else that I’ve ever done and
tisms, offering Masses, going to their homes, taking them out
closer communion with Christ.
that I’ll ever do. It was truly amazing. A huge gift and a
to eat, or helping them as they begin married preparation.
And it was no different for Father Salas,
huge grace.”
Seeing God’s grace in the lives of families.
who quickly found himself facing exhausThree months later, he reflects on his first weeks as a
“But also seeing the places where families drastically need
tion.
priest. Has it been what he expected?
Jesus, and trying to take that next step to help them see the
“One of the challenges that I experi“What can one really expect when you sit in the
need for our Lord.
enced is that sometimes I want to do
confessional and hear your first confession? The only thing
“Hearing confessions is always a gift and joy, and so is ofeverything. I have to talk to myself and
we know from our part is as a penitent, our own confesfering the Mass. Just the simple joy of greeting families as
say take it easy and let the Lord work.
sion. We’ve never been on the other side. We practice, but
they come out after Mass--I know their names, right? It’s not
Sometimes I have ideas--I want to do this
it doesn’t even compare.
just Hey you!
and I want to do that. I want to resolve
“It’s hard to have an expectation,” he said. “We know what
“To be authentically interested in their lives and to pray for
all the problems at once. That got me
we’ll be doing sacramentally and we’re prepared well, but
them is a great joy.”
very tired; it wore me out.
“The Lord is the one who is in charge;
there is only so much we can do. We
try to do our best, but sometimes it’s
very exhausting to do everything at
has faced have not
he said, laughing. “It was inspiring. It was
decade ago, Father Mark
once.
everything
I
could
have
dreamt
of
and
even
been in the mainBrantley was piloting a com“Sometimes making myself take
more.”
tenance chores,
mercial aircraft, sailing over
the time to rest is one of the greatOne of the things the new priest hadn’t
but—as Fathers
earth and sea, visiting new places,
est challenges I have.”
counted on was the number of maintenance Juan Salas and
meeting interesting people.
One of the reasons that it’s difchores that would infuse themselves into
Jacob Schneider
So, it’s particularly meaningful
ficult for Father Salas to slow down
his ministry, especially where there’s a
echoed—his inwhen he says with enthusiasm of his
is his great passion for serving the
school involved.
ability to solve all
first 90 days as a priest, “This is the
people of the parish.
“The
more
experienced
priests
at
semithe problems with
greatest job I’ve ever had.”
“The people of God, they are
nary will tell you that the nemesis of the
which people come
   “People ask how I like being a priest.
my joy,” he said. “I see them,
parish priest is ‘lights, locks and leaks’. Two
to him. It’s helping
I tell them that the word ‘awesome’ is
and they are so faithful. That is
weeks ago, the custodian found one of the
people, after all—
so overused in our culture. Pick a word
my joy, being with the people
valves was leaking. Last week the hot water
whether through
about 10 steps above ‘awesome’.”
of God, seeing them grow in
heater in the school was leaking. These are
financial means
Father Brantley was ordained with
their faith. Participating in their
things
you
don’t
expect.”
through a parish
Father Jacob Schneider June 3 at the
celebrations, being with them
After
a
Monday
in
which
maintenance
fund, or by offering guidance and council,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe by
when they are suffering; bework was being done on their sound
or on a deeper spiritual level—that brings
the Most Rev. John B. Brungardt. His first
ing with them when they are
system, “I was at Mass that evening, and I
him his greatest joy.  
Mass as a priest was the following day
feeling joy; being with them
“You want to help everybody but you
flipped my mike on and nothing happened,”
(Pentecost Sunday), also at the cathedral.
when they are frustrated.  
he said, laughing. “Somewhere there’s a
can’t. There are real difficulties in people’s
When asked to describe the moment he
…
main switch that you hit and it turns the
lives. You have to settle for doing the best
first walked up the aisle, he responded, “A
“If I can get them to go
sound
system
off
or
on.
The
guy
had
left
it
with what you have. A number who come
bit overwhelming. Very humbling. I don’t
to heaven, that’s the best
turned off.”
aren’t Catholic. ...The Roman collar says a
remember the choir singing the ‘Lamb of
thing that I can help them
While not exactly the same crisis as having lot. No matter what Christian denominaGod’ because I’m staring at the Consewith. That’s my joy.”
an engine go out at 12,000 feet, the new
tion they are, people are drawn to a priest
crated Host and I’m marveling. It was one
priest did have to improvise: “I talked really
for encouragement, wisdom, a kind word,
of those God moments.
loudly.”
a blessing. It’s truly humbling to be a
“Finally, I just kind of snapped out of it
The real challenges that Father Brantley
priest.”
and thought, ‘the Mass needs to continue!’”

90 days a priest ....

T

Father Mark Brantley

A

90 days a priest ....
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Bishop Brungardt tells teachers

“Let us begin this school year by seeing
each person we meet as a child of God ...”

Photo by David Myers

Catholic school teachers from across the diocese encircle the sanctuary at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City as Bishop John Brungardt commissions them to service of faith with God’s blessing and guidance over the coming school year.
By Dave Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
aving taught for several years prior
to entering seminary, Bishop John
Brungardt always looks particularly
at home among teachers, and it was no
different Aug. 11 at the annual Teachers
Commissioning Mass.
The special Mass was part of the
annual day-long Diocesan Teachers’
Institute at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe. The guest speaker was
Bonnie Austin, an instructional coach at
Dodge City High School, who discussed
the “Growth Mindset of the Brain.”
“Welcome, welcome!” the bishop said
jovially during his homily, “especially the
new teachers. For whom is this your first
year in the Catholic Diocese of Dodge
City?”
A smattering of arms went up.

H

“Who will be starting their first year
teaching?” Fewer arms were raised.
“Welcome! We were all there at one
time or another,” a smiling bishop said to
knowing chuckles.
The Teachers Institute occurred on the
Feast of St. Clare, a confrere of St. Francis
and founder of what later became the
Order of Saint Clare.   
There are many writings of the 11th
Century nun, mostly in the form of letters. She made clear both through her
words and example her devout embracing of the words of Christ in Matthew,
“Whoever wishes to come after me must
deny himself and pick up his cross and
follow me.”
“This fits pretty well for educators,
teachers and formators, doesn’t it?” the
bishop asked. “We deny ourselves many
things. I can remember grading papers

late at night.
“We pick up our cross. At times teaching can be stressful. I’m thinking of
students with discipline problems for
example.
“Sometimes those crosses are relationships. Let us begin this school year by
seeing each person we meet as a child
of God--a son or daughter of the Father,
brother or sister of Christ--whether it be
children, parents, or another staff member. Maybe your pastor… or even your
bishop,” he said to laughter.
“Put Jesus at the center of the relationship this year. Seek first dignity and
respect, even if they don’t show us dignity or respect in return--that’s not our
responsibility. Our responsibility is to live
as Christ showed us.
“Let us trust in the savior, let us trust
in Jesus Christ as we begin our school

year,” Bishop Brungardt said. “He will
not abandon us. We can always turn to
him. He loves us more than we can ask or
imagine.”
Following the bishop’s homily, Trina
Delgado, Superintendent of Catholic
Schools, called up the teachers who
surrounded the sanctuary as the bishop
commissioned the teachers for the coming school year.
“Bishop Brungardt, it’s my pleasure
and honor today to present to you the
teachers of the Diocese of Dodge City,”
Delgado said. “All of you, please know
that I humbly recognize and acknowledge
the difficult job that you have ahead of
you, being a Catholic school teacher. We
are so thankful that you choose to be a
part of our diocese, a part of the individual school that you are in throughout
the diocese.”

Quoting from a letter St. Claire wrote to St. Agnes, the bishop told the teachers:

“Happy indeed is she who is granted a place at the divine banquet, for she may cling with her inmost heart to him whose beauty eternally awes
the blessed hosts of heaven; to him whose love inspires love, whose contemplation refreshes, whose generosity satisfies, whose gentleness delights, whose memory shines sweetly as the dawn; to him whose fragrance revives the dead, and whose glorious vision will bless all the citizens of
that heavenly Jerusalem. For his is the splendor of eternal glory, the brightness of eternal light, and the mirror without cloud.”

‘We are so thankful that you choose
to be a part of our diocese.’

Educators, staff honored for years of service

T

he words of Superintendent of
Schools Trina Delgado were said to all
those gathered for the annual Diocesan
Teachers’ Institute at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City:
“We are so thankful that you choose
to be a part of our diocese, a part of
the individual school that you are in
throughout the diocese.”
They seem especially apropos for
those teachers and staff who were honored for years of service. Among them
are (left to right) Lead Teacher Marlene
Clayton, who is celebrating 15 years at

St. Joseph School, Ellinwood; Jamie Harrington, celebrating five years of teaching at St. Joseph School in Ellinwood;
Glenda Stoss, who is celebrating more
than 40 years of teaching at Holy Family School in Great Bend; Patty Wolnik,
celebrating 5 years of teaching at Sacred
Heart Cathedral School in Dodge City;
and Jolene Durler, celebating 20 years
of teaching at Sacred Heart Cathedral
School in Dodge City. Not pictured is
Kent Roble, who was honored for having
served 20 years as a custodian at St.
Joseph School in Ellinwood.
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Dominican Sister of Peace honored for service

Sister Annette Winter named ‘Volunteer of the Year’

G

reat Bend, KS – “I never
considered anything that
I do ‘volunteer work.’ I
see that something needs to be
done, and I do it. It’s just the
way that I am.”
That’s how Sister Annette
Winter, OP, a Dominican Sister
of Peace in Great Bend, responded to being named “Volunteer of the Year” by RSVP/VIA
of Central Kansas. And it really
is exactly how she lives her life
– every day.
“Sister Annette is not the volunteer that you see on the stage
taking a bow at an event,” said
Rebecca Ford, Communications
and Development Director at
Catholic Charities. Ford and Lori
Titsworth, the agency’s Adoption Social Worker, nominated
Sister Annette for the award.
“She’s the person staying late
to clean up after the event is
over, the person who looks for
what needs to be done and does
it with a smile. Sister is that
steady, reliable person who we
can depend on in every situation, at a moment’s notice.”
Working quietly and without

Sister Annette Winter, OP, (second from left) accepts the
Volunteer of the Year award, shown here with (left to right)
Arlen Schroeder, President of the RSVP Advisory Council, Lori
Titsworth and Rebecca Ford, Catholic Charities.
fanfare, Sister Annette has helped Catholic
Charities complete several significant projects. Her digitizing of the agency’s adoption
records helped preserve family histories
going back decades, and her work tabulating surveys about social problems helped
to facilitate solutions that will improve lives
across the state. She also works with clients
who visit Catholic Charities, helping them
complete paperwork and offering advice

When it comes to your to-do list,

put your future first.

Decisions made in the past may no longer be what’s
best for the future. To help keep everything up to date,
Edward Jones offers a complimentary financial review.
A financial review is a great opportunity to sit face to
face with an Edward Jones financial advisor and
develop strategies to help keep your finances in line
with your short- and long-term goals.

To find out how to get your financial goals
on track, call or visit today.
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Great Bend, KS 67530
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Dodge City, KS 67801
1-888-825-0651
620-225-0651

1-800-432-8249

R.T. McElreath,
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
.
103 West 6th
Scott City, KS 67871
1-800-632-3188
620-872-3188
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Sister Annette Winter, OP, shows one of the alpacas on shearing day at
Heartland Farm, an ecological mission of the Dominican Sisters of Peace.

from her deep knowledge of local resources
for those in need.
“She is kind, comforting and non-judgmental,” Ford continued. “Her gentle, loving
presence personifies our mission to treat
everyone with dignity and respect.”
Catholic Charities is not the only organization blessed by Sister Annette’s efforts.
She is very active at Heartland Farm, an
ecological ministry of the Dominican Sisters
of Peace located in Pawnee Rock. She
halter-trained the alpacas on the farm,
and is still involved in most events that
include the animals. She also teaches
knitting and crochet classes as part of
the Farm’s textile and crafting classes.
“We call Sister Annette an ‘alpaca
whisperer,’ says Sister Jane Belanger, a
Dominican Sister of Peace and the Director of the Heartland Farm Community. “She has great patience, and the
right touch to encourage cooperation
and learning – a touch that works for
both animals and for teaching beginners to knit or crochet at FiberSpace.”
Even in her home at the Dominican
Sisters of Peace Motherhouse in Great
Bend, Sister Annette is never idle. She
cares for the gardens at the Motherhouse, helps prepare crafts for the

annual bazaar, and generally, as she says,
“Tends to what needs to be done.”
Sister Annette has been a Dominican
Sister for nearly 58 years. She was honored
as the “Volunteer of the Year” by RSVP/
VIA of Central Kansas at the annual RSVP
Volunteer Recognition Banquet on August 1,
2017.

About the Dominican
Sisters of Peace:
Dominican Sisters of Peace, members of the pontifical Order of Preachers, are vowed Catholic women who
strive to live a life of peace-making.
The Dominican Sisters of Peace are
present in 22 states and two countries.
The sisters serve God’s people in many
ways, including education, health
care, spirituality, pastoral care, prison
ministry, the arts, and care of creation.
There are 487 sisters and more than
500 lay associates affiliated with the
congregation. For more information
about the Dominican Sisters of Peace,
visit oppeace.org.

Sister Irene Hartman, dies at 95
Continued from Page 2
not yet been printed, but will be over the
weeks and months to come.”
Born Dec. 17, 1921, in Clonmel, as
Germaine Hartman, Sister Irene was the
daughter of the late Emil and Eva (Bull)
Hartman. She was one of 14 children. She
entered the Dominican Sisters’ Community in Great Bend Sept. 9, 1935, and
pronounced her first vows Aug. 17, 1939.
She celebrated 75 years of religious profession in 2014.
Sister Irene gave more than 35 years
of her ministerial life to teaching in
elementary parochial schools of Kansas
and Nebraska. She was both teacher and
principal in six of the 13 schools in which
she taught grades three to eight.
For the leadership team she was
councilor, historian and secretary of the

congregation and also worked in the congregational archives. Later in Larned, she
ministered in pastoral care in the CD unit
of St. Joseph Hospital and in parish ministry at Sacred Heart Church. She continued
to serve Sacred Heart Parish as a minister
to the elderly.
Sister Irene was preceded in death by
her 13 brothers and sisters. She is survived by numerous nieces and nephews.
The Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated by Father Warren Stecklein
on Aug. 22.
Burial was in the Sisters Resurrection
Cemetery. Memorials in honor of Sister
Irene Hartman may be sent to Dominican
Sisters of Peace, 2320 Airport Dr, Columbus OH 43219-2098 or given securely on
line at www.oppeace.org.
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Golf Classic raises funds for retired priests’ medical needs

T

he third annual Dechant Foundation
Golf Classic, Sept. 8 at Mariah Hills Golf
Course in Dodge City, raised funds for
retired priests’ medical needs over the last
year.
The event, which was organized by Director of Development, Mark Roth, quickly
adopted an air of fun. Quoting Pope Francis
at a Mass preceding the tournament, Bishop
John Brungardt said, “‘The joy of men and
women who love God attracts others to him.
… Joy springs from a grateful heart.’
“Thank you from the bottom of my heart
for helping out our retired priests,” the
bishop said.
One of those priests was Father Reggie
Urban, who recently retired to Hays to recover from the affects of a stroke.
“I try to golf twice a week,” said Father
Urban. The effects of his ailment were
hardly noticeable on the priest, who, with
his trademark smile, happily golfed the first
18 holes before Father Wesley Schawe took
over for him.
“I’m still building up my stamina,” Father
Urban said lightheartedly. “But it’s going
well.”
The day concluded with a steak dinner
reception.
The next SKC will include the total funds
raised, as well as a “thank you” to the individuals and organizations that helped make
the day a success.

Most Rev.  John B. Brungardt blesses all those taking part in the third annual Dechant Foundation Golf Classic.

(LtoR) Mark
Roth, Director
of Development, Sister
Jan Roberts,
CSJ, Sister
Janice Grochowsky, CSJ,
and Gayla
Kirmer, Executive Secretary
to Bishop
Brungardt,
attend Mass at
the Cathedral
of Our Lady
of Guadalupe
prior to the
golf tournament.
At far left, Father Reggie
Urban, who recently retired
to Hays due to the affects of a
stroke, enjoys the day at Mariah Hills Golf Course in Dodge
City. The priest has found that
golf offers a healing therapy.
At left, Theo Heimerman, son
of Director of Young Adult
Ministry Gentry Heimerman and his wife, Sydney, is
fascinated by the cool sounds
of John and Connie Chavez at
the banquet following the golf
tournament.

Photos by Dave Myers
These and more photos can be
downloaded for free and in color
at dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic.
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Heritage Association established for St. Francis Xavier at Seward

S

OFFICIAL DECREE
The Most Reverend John B. Brungardt, Bishop of Dodge City, in accord with the norms of canons 120 and 515 of the Code of Canon
Law, and after consulting the Presbyteral Council, hereby suppressed the parish of St. Francis Xavier in Seward, effective June
30, 2017. The territory of the former St. Francis Xavier Parish was
added to the territory of St. John the Apostle Parish in St. John.
By order of the Most Reverend Bishop
Sister Janice Grochowsky, CSJ, JCL, Chancellor

The parish recognizes its founding date as March 14, 1886, when
a group of Catholics in Stafford County met to organize a parish.
Above, left is St. Francis
Xavier Church in Seward.

t. Francis Xavier
Mining The
Parish was closed on
June 30, 2017, but
Archives
only after a heritage association was established
and in place, according to
Sister Janice Grochowsky,
CSJ, JCL, chancellor of the
Diocese of Dodge City.
“The transition has
been underway for some
time,” stated Sister
Janice. “A group of parishioners formed a 501c
By Tim Wenzl
3 corporation named
Archivist Emeritus,
the St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Diocese
Heritage Association,
of Dodge City
which now is responsible
for the former church
building and its contents.
The parish assets were transferred to the Heritage
Association.”
The parish recognizes its founding date as March
14, 1886, when a group of Catholics in Stafford
County met to organize a parish. The Catholic community of northern Stafford County existed for three
years as a mission station served by priests from
St. Joseph, Ellinwood; St. Rose of Lima, Great Bend;
and St. Anthony, Olimitz. Masses were celebrated in
homes and in a schoolhouse.
The present church was dedicated by Bishop John
J. Hennessy on March 14, 1916. The Romanesque
structure remains essentially the same. The interior
was renovated in 2008.
A parish school was constructed in 1926. It remained open until 1965, largely due to a busing program imitated in 1957 that provided transportation
for students in St. John to attend Catholic School in
Seward.
Bishop John B. Brungardt assisted
in the celebration of two milestones
in the church on Sept. 25, 2016: the
125th anniversary of the parish and
the golden jubilee of Father Rene
Guesnier, OSB, a native religious vocation.
Father Rene served the parish as
resident pastor in semi-retirement
from 1995 to 2016. He now resides at
Conception Abbey, Conception, Mo.
Father Ted Stoecklein, parochial vicar
at Prince of Peace, Great Bend, has
served as administrator of the parish
since that time.
At left and below is worship space of
the historic St. Francis Xavier Church
in Seward. At top, center is a statue
of parish patron, St. Francis Xavier.
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New St. Nicholas Parish Center in Kinsley blessed, dedicated

Parishioners process from the church to the new parish center after Mass.
By Dave Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
INSLEY -- The new St. Nicholas Parish Center is a fitting tribute to the
site where once a multitude of children came to learn about their Catholic
faith while studying reading, writing and
arithmetic.
The Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
blessed and dedicated the new Parish
Center Aug. 27 following a Mass in which
he related the Keys to the Kingdom to
those who will open the doors of the new
center.
During his homily, he invited the children of the parish to come forward, and
asked them each to take a key that sat
upon a table.
“All the keys are different!” Bishop
Brungardt told the children as they sat
before him. “This can’t work. The new
parish hall doesn’t have 15 different
keys! … These are all false keys that won’t
work!”
One of the definitions of a key is “a vital, crucial element,” the bishop related.
“There are many false keys that won’t
open our doors. … Maybe its materialism
or consumerism…. That might bring short
term pleasure, but not genuine peace,
genuine happiness.
“Control and power--we see this in the

K

Bishop Brungardt dedicates the new St. Nicholas Parish Center.

political world, sometimes in the business world. If I only had more control, if I
only had more power. That would be the
key to my happiness. Nope, that doesn’t
work. Misuse of God’s gift of sexuality is
another false key. Even something good,
like sports--if we let it dominate our lives
and it becomes a priority in life and the
only thing in our lives, that would be a
false key.
“What is that one true key to our lives?
That one true vital, crucial element? Of
course, it’s Jesus Christ, the true key.”
St. Nicholas pastor Father John Strasser
addressed those gathered at a reception
potluck following the blessing of the parish center.
“Two and a half years ago the pastoral
council and the property finance council A luncheon reception is enjoyed in the new parish center following the blessing.
had some joint meetings and began to
talk about a project like this. I never thing. If you don’t mind me congratulating was built on the east side of town. It was
dreamed it would turn out as wonderful myself, I got a really good building commit- dedicated by Bishop John J. Hennessy on
tee.”
Oct. 12, 1912. Thirty-six years later, a spaas this.”
He offered thanks to all those who pro- cious nave was added that nearly doubled
He asked members of the councils to
stand—including the building committee vided food and decoration for the dedication the seating capacity.
The old frame church became the parish
and the capitol campaign committee, celebration.
A Catholic community in Kinsley was es- school until a new structure was built which
each of which were greeted with a thuntablished in 1874 when Father Felix Swem- was dedicated on Dec. 6, 1959. In the early
derous applause.
“By far the most important thing you bergh served the eight Catholic families 2000s, the school was closed due to the
can do as pastor is to get a good building living in dugouts and small framed houses. dwindling number of enrolled students, but
committee. After that, there’s still a lot Eight years later, a frame church was con- continued to be used for PSR classes and
of work, but that’s the most important structed, and in 1911, the current church other functions.

At right, Bishop John Brungardt blesses several crucifixes to be
placed in rooms at the new parish center. At right is Father John
Strasser, pastor.  
Photos by Dave Myers
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Women’s Faith Group begins

A

Small Faith Group for women, “Spirited Ladies,” which
explores the Sunday Readings at Mass, is meeting at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City on Thursdays
at 1:30 p.m., Sister Rose Mary Stein has announced.
Participants of the Small Faith Group discuss the First and Second Readings and the Gospel of the upcoming weekend Masses.
The theme for the recent Sept. 3 meeting was “The Beauty in
Sacrifice.” The First Reading was from Jeremiah 20:7-9, which
offered the question “What have you given away today that
made today worthwhile?”
The Second Reading was from Romans 12:1-2, with the theme
“Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.’
The Gospel was from Matthew 16:21-27: “Whoever wishes to
come after me must take up their cross and follow me.”
The group facilitator is Charlene Scott-Myers.

Day of prayer and reflection Sept. 30

S

ister Rose Mary Stein, OP,
will present a “Day of Prayer
and Reflection for Women and
Men” Saturday, Sept. 30 from
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City.
The theme for the event is “A
Journey with Christ (Lk 24:1335).
“Jesus is involved in our history,” Sister Rose Mary said. “How
well do I know Jesus? If there is
one person we should each get
to know in a deeply personal

Pilgrimage to Italy, March 2018
Father Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS, parochial vicar of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and Norma Alvarez, cathedral Director
of Religious Education, will lead a nine-day
pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi, Tuscany, Florence
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and Venice on March 10-18, 2018.
The cost for the pilgrimage is $3,000, which
includes airfare. For more information contact
Proximo at (855) 842-8001, or Alvarez at (620)
225-4802.

the pilgrimage
will include visits
to historic sites in
rome, Assisi,
tuscany, florence
and venice.

(Please note that the
date for this pilgrimage
was incorrectly listed in
the last issue.)

way, it is Jesus—the Man who
was on the road to Emmaus.
“Whenever I make the effort
to rediscover Jesus, He surprises
me.”
Also presenting is Linda Klaus
and Tony Bartello.
“Jesus fills me with the lightheartedness that comes from
knowing that God in heaven
does have a plan,” Klaus said.
Added Bartello, “In a very
simple and beautiful way Jesus
is God’s invitation to live an incredibly abundant and fulfilling

life.”
The day will begin with rolls,
coffee and juice at 9:30 a.m. A
lunch will be served at Noon.
The event will take place in
the St. Augustine Room at the
cathedral.
Contact Sister Rose Mary at
(620) 225-4802 or rmstein@
dodgecitycathedral.com, or
Glenda Flax, (620) 225-0049 or
hgflax@cox.net to register or
for transportation questions. Organizers also need a meal count
for the day.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
May 28-June 7, 2018

F

ather John Forkuoh, pastor of
St. John the Baptist Parish in
Spearville, will lead a trip to the
Holy Land from May 28 - June 7,
2018.
The trip will include the following locations:
Jerusalem • Nazareth •
Bethlehem • Via Crucis • Cana
• Dormition • Nativity Church

• Capernaum • Last Supper •
Getsemani • Tel Aviv.
The price is discounted at
$3,800 and includes Mass each
day, airfare, 4-5 star hotels,
breakfast and dinner, tips, taxes,
etc. Call 855-842-8001 in order
to sign up and ask any questions
you have. You can also e-mail
sandi@proximotravel.com.
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Sept. 17: Vibrant Ministries Thank-You Mass and Pastor Installation
at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Dighton at 9 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries
Thank-You Mass and Pastor Installation at St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Scott City at 11 am
Sept. 19: Presbyteral Council at the Chancery
Sept. 20: Confirmation Mass at St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Jetmore at 6 p.m.
Sept. 23: Vibrant Ministries Thank-You Mass and Pastor Installation
at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Timken at 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 24: Vibrant Ministries Thank-You Mass and Pastor Installation
at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Liebenthal at 8 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries
Thank-You Mass and Pastor Installation at St. Michael Catholic Church
in La Crosse at 10 a.m.
Sept. 30: Vibrant Ministries Thank-You Mass and Fall Festival at St.
John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Hoisington at 5 p.m.
Oct. 1: Vibrant Ministries Thank-You Mass at St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church in Hoisington at 9 a.m.; Vibrant Ministries Thank-You
Mass at St. Ann Catholic Church in Olmitz at 10:30 a.m.

Pope Francis’ Monthly intentions;
September 2017
Parishes

That our parishes, animated by a missionary spirit, may be
places where faith is communicated and charity is seen.
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From a bolt of lightning to a soft but constant whisper

Seminarians answer what it was that led them to seminary
By Dave Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
or many, the call to seminary is a soft whisper, but it
is a whisper as consistent as a heartbeat is to the baby
in the womb; a healing, guiding whisper.
For others, such as Austin Habash, it’s a shout so loud
that it deafens one’s ears to all but that one defining
path.

F

AUSTIN HABASH

I

was working in marketing
for K.U. (University of Kansas) and went in for spiritual
direction,” said Habash, 24,
one of five seminarians currently studying for the priesthood for the Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City.
“I went to talk about the
story of the rich man, Matthew 19. A wealthy man
went to Jesus and asked him,
‘What good thing must I do
to achieve eternal life?’ Jesus
answers, ‘If you want to enter eternal life, just follow the
commandments’. Then the young man replied, ‘I’ve done
that since I was a boy, what still do I lack?’
“I felt that lack in my heart,” Austin said. “I didn’t know
why. That’s why I went in for spiritual direction.”
At his meeting, Austin’s spiritual director “asked me if
I had ever thought about being a priest. I said, I’m afraid
to think about it because I’m afraid it might be what I’m
supposed to do.
“Then I almost had to look around to see who had said
that, because I couldn’t believe that it had come out of
me!”
Austin walked out of the meeting certain of God’s call
for his life.
“I wanted to pray about it, and so I did, and my peace
and desire continued to grow until the point where I applied for seminary.”
Austin is in his second year of study (Pre-Theology I)
at St. John Vianney Seminary in Denver. He is the son of
Edmond and Jeanne Habash; he has two sisters, Aubrey
and Alyssa.
ERIC FRIEB

M

any of you know Father Ultan Murphy,
a charming Irish priest who
was the oldest active priest in
Kansas until his retirement at
a mere 87 years old.
Eric Frieb, 20, certainly
remembers the beloved
priest, currently residing in
Olmitz where he served for
33 years.
“I was born in Great Bend,
and I grew up in Olmitz,”
said Eric, who is in his second
year of college at Conception Seminary in Conception,
Mo. “I guess the first time I became interested in what
a priest does was probably in the second or third grade.
Father Ultan Murphy, the priest at the time in Olmitz,
had baptized my brother and sister, and I think married
my parents [Timothy and Amy]. Everybody looked up to
him. My parents encouraged me to look up to him as a
role model.”
It wasn’t only the priest who nurtured Eric’s faith. His
parents made sure to espouse the teachings of Christ to
Eric, his brother Carl, and sister Chelsea.
“My parents are very good Catholics,” Eric said. “They
brought us to church, and they taught us at home as well.
They always encouraged me to go to the St. Andrews dinners, where we meet different priests. I would usually go

with Father Murphy.”
Eric had considered becoming a history teacher. He even
mulled over a run for office. But in the end, his desire to
serve opened the door to the seminary—that and some
advice from a priest.
“He said that you go to seminary if you think you’re going
to be a priest, not if you know you’re going to be a priest.
Seminary is where you go to discern if you’re going to be
a priest. There you see the life. You talk it through with
them and see if it will be good for you.”
After hearing this, “Something in me lit up. It just hit me!
After that was over I went in the car and said, ‘You know?
I think I’m going to try seminary!’ It’s been great so far.”
TYLER SAUCEDO

“I first sensed a calling to
apply to seminary a couple
of years ago when I was living and working in Houston,”
said Tyler Saucedo, 26, a vocation from Prince of Peace
Parish in Great Bend.
“I worked as a CPA at a
firm down there. I was active
in the parish, and I’d go to
daily Mass before work every day. But I felt like there
was something more--something I was missing from my
prayer life, and I couldn’t quite pinpoint what that was.”
Tyler learned that the Catholic Church offers spiritual
direction, during which “someone can help coach you
more or less through your spirituality, and kind of progress
your prayer. I found a spiritual director at my parish in
Houston, started working with her, and through a yearand-a-half process of prayer and discernment, I decided
to move back to Kansas.”
Tyler’s parents, Jesse and Linda, live in Kansas City. He
has one sister, Amara. Tyler is After returning to Kansas,
he became employed as a CPA in Salina. Last January,
after more prayer and discernment, it was time make
the decision.
“I finally felt called and ready to submit that application,” he said, smiling. He recently began his first year
(Spirituality Year) at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
in Denver.
ESTEBAN HERNANDEZ

E

steban Hernandez is not
25 or 26, as you would
guess. The youthful looking
Esteban is 38, and the wisdom from those 38 years is
reflected in his words when
speaking of his love for God
and God’s people.
“I would like to be an instrument of God if it is His
will, to serve his people and
help them in their necessities
according to God’s plan,” he
told the SKC from a booth at

Wendy’s.
Esteban, an indigenous Maya/Awakateco, has one
brother and four sisters. His parents are Gaspar Hernandez
Rodriguez and Juana Mejia Lopez.
“My family is very happy and thankful that God has
given me this blessing,” Esteban said. “I thank God that I
have their support.”
Due to Esteban having spent several months in English
language studies, this fall Esteban is in the Language, Culture and Church program at Conception Seminary in Conception, Mo. On April 21, he became a full-fledged citizen
of the United States at a special ceremony in Wichita.
Esteban was born in Canton Aguacatan, Huehuetenango,
Guatemala, and moved to the United States in 2002, set-

tling in Delaware. He moved to Dodge City in late 2014.
Like so many stories of boys and young men whose
thoughts turn to the priesthood, Esteban’s were formed by
a priest, Father Cesar Gomez, while living in Delaware.
“He strengthened me to make this decision through
his homilies, character and discipline,” Esteban told the
Catholic during a 2016 interview. “One of the things I
admire most about him is his zeal, i.e., how he transmits
the Gospel message to the community.”
Esteban speaks fluent English. He is personable, quick
to smile, and, when not bogged down in studies, enjoys a
good walk or run. As he settles into his first year of seminary studies, he is “thankful to God that everything is going
well. I’m working hard, but there is a lot to learn!”
JOHN STANG

F

or John Stang, 27, the
“call” wasn’t so much
a door as it was a window
through which he peered out
into the possibilities.
“I first got the call, or what
I thought was the call, when
I was a senior in high school,”
he said in a video interview
just before he began his first
year of seminary. He is currently in Pre-Theology II at
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver—his
third year of study.
It was a few months before he graduated from Great
Bend High School in 2009 that he heard that first whisper
that he might be destined to serve as a priest.
“I wasn’t really sure if that’s what I wanted to do,” he
admitted. “The vocations director, Msgr. Brian Moore, told
me to go ahead, go to college, and if this was something
that stuck with me, to pursue it.”
Stang enrolled and was accepted to Roanoke College in
southwest Virginia, where he majored in history.  
“Throughout that time, it did stick with me. I continued
to think about it, discern on it--I was involved in Catholic
campus ministry.”
But when he graduated in 2013, John still found himself
peering out the window at the possibilities, still unsure
whether to step foot out the door.
“So, I stayed in Virginia for a couple of more years working as a journalist at a small weekly newspaper, covering
anything and everything. While I was there I was working
in a rural area, very similar to Great Bend and western
Kansas, and it just felt right. It felt at home.
“I discerned then that I really wanted to work in a rural,
small parish.”
With the help of Director of Priestly Vocations, Father
Wesley Schawe (who he knew from Father Schawe’s time
as his parish priest in Great Bend), John “started to get the
ball rolling. I talked to [Father Schawe] about it, and it felt
like this was the place where I wanted to be. So, I moved
back in June of 2015 and decided to enter the seminary
in Denver.
“It is possible that if you want to leave the diocese for
whatever reason, or if you’re not from the diocese, you
can still come here and you can discern a vocation to the
priesthood,” John said. “Sometimes it may take longer
than you want to realize that’s what you want to do,
but that’s okay. God will be with you and stay with you
as you go on this journey.”
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Se le debe permitir a la juventud DACA que
permanezca en los Estados Unidos

C

+ JOHN B. BRUNGARDT
Obispo de Dodge City

Le insistimos a nuestros
líderes políticos que
sigan administrando el
programa DACA y que
aseguren públicamente
que la juventud DACA
no es una prioridad para
la deportación.

Escriba a sus
representantes

omo Obispo y Curia de la Diócesis
Católica de Dodge City, tenemos la motivación espiritual y moral de levantar
nuestras voces confirmando nuestros valores
y compromisos como americanos y cristianos.
Firmes en nuestra misión católica, estamos
guiados por nuestro compromiso de defender la dignidad de cada persona, para trabajar
por el buen común de nuestra nación, y
de promover una fe viva que trabaja por la
justicia.
Así fue enunciado por el Papa Francisco:
“…Cada ser humano es hijo de Dios. En él
está impresa la imagen de Cristo. Se trata,
entonces, de que nosotros seamos los
primeros en verlo y así podamos ayudar a los
otros a ver en el emigrante y en el refugiado
Sen. Pat Roberts
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1605
Phone: 202-224-4774
Fax: 202-224-3514

no sólo un problema que debe ser afrontado,
sino un hermano y una hermana que deben
ser acogidos, respetados y amados” (Mensaje del Santo Padre Francisco para la Jornada Mundial del Emigrante y del Refugiado
2014).
Ha sido reportado que hay aproximadamente 7,000 beneficiados del Acción Diferida
para los Llegados en la Infancia (DACA) en
Kansas. La mayoría de esta juventud DACA
está en la Diócesis de Dodge City.
La juventud DACA contribuye a nuestra
economía, son veteranos militares, destaca
académicamente en nuestras escuelas, y son
miembros y líderes activos en nuestras parroquias. Estos jóvenes entraron a los Estados
Unidos siendo niños y conocen a los Estados
Unidos de América como su única casa. La

Sen. Jerry Moran
Dirksen Senate Office Building
Room 521
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-6521

dignidad de cada ser humano, en particular
la de nuestros niños y jóvenes, debe ser
protegida.
Le insistimos a nuestros líderes políticos
que sigan administrando el programa DACA y
que aseguren públicamente que la juventud
DACA no es una prioridad para la deportación.
DACA no es una solución permanente;
por esta razón, también llamamos a todos
nuestros líderes políticos a que trabajen de
una forma rápida y sin importar los partidos
políticos para encontrar una solución legislativa para la juventud DACA lo más pronto
posible.
Queremos también recalcar la urgencia
moral de una completa reforma migratoria
que es justa y compasiva.

Rep. Roger Marshall
312 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-2715

President Donald Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Podemos confiar en él; eso es suficiente

Otro Camino
+ RONALD M. GILMORE
Obispo Emeritus

Debemos estar Fuertes con
su fuerza, la cual es más grande
cuando estamos más débiles.
La monja anciana estaba
hablando de su propia búsqueda
por Dios: lo que le complace a él es
verme a mi amar mis debilidades.
La joven artista que ella había
aconsejado desde la infancia no
podía entender esto. A si que la
anciana insistía: De seguro que tú
sabes esto.

A veces, yo aparento saberlo,
pero cuando la luz falla y él está
en silencio, y un frio mortal cae sobre mi corazón, entonces yo…
• • •
Eso les pasa a varios de
nosotros, y más seguido de lo
que nos gustaría admitir, aunque
estemos conscientes de esto.
Cargamos un dolor escondido.
Estamos atrapados por problemas
escondidos. La consolación está

muy lejos, y la desolación está
muy cerca.
No debemos tenerle miedo a
esa luz que se desvanece, a ese
ojo que se debilita, a las sobras
de letras que para poder verlas
tenemos que parpadear. No
debemos correr del silencio: él ya
dijo todo lo que tenía que decir,
su propia Palabra, su propio Hijo,
Jesucristo. Él está ahí, vibrando
en el silencio. No debemos tomar

del frio mortal que se encaja
alrededor de nuestros corazones,
amenazando ese adormecer que
en realidad es menos, de lo que
creemos.
Cuando no lo podemos ver…
cuando no lo podemos sentir…
podemos aceptar nuestras debilidades… y podemos confiar en él.
Eso es suficiente.

La historia de la joven que se libró del demonio gracias al nombre de María

R

EDACCIÓN CENTRAL, 12 Sep. 17 / 03:41 am (ACI).Cuenta San Alfonso María de Ligorio en su libro “Las
Glorias de María” (Cap. X) que, siguiendo las referencias
de otros dos autores católicos, hacia el 1465 vivía en Güeldres (Holanda) una joven llamada María que fue a hacer
unos recados a Nimega (Países Bajos) y allí fue tratada
groseramente por su tía.
Por el camino de vuelta, la muchacha desconsolada
y encolerizada invocó la ayuda del demonio y este se le
apareció en forma de hombre, prometiéndole ayudarla
con algunas condiciones.
“No te pido otra cosa –le dijo el enemigo– sino que de
hoy en adelante no vuelvas a hacer la señal de la cruz y
que cambies de nombre’. ‘En cuanto a lo primero, no haré
más la señal de la cruz –le respondió–, pero mi nombre
de María, no lo cambiaré. Lo quiero demasiado’. ‘Y yo no

te ayudaré’, le replicó el demonio”.
Después de discutir por un tiempo, los dos acordaron
que ella se llamaría con la primera letra del nombre de
María, es decir, Eme. Una vez cerrado el pacto, ambos se
fueron a Amberes, donde la joven vivió seis años con esa
perversa compañía y llevando una mala vida.
Cierto día la chica le dijo al enemigo que deseaba ir a su
tierra, al demonio le repugnaba la idea pero finalmente
consintió. Al llegar a la ciudad de Nimega, se dieron con
la sorpresa de que se estaba representando en la plaza la
vida de Santa María.
“Al ver semejante representación, la pobre Eme, por
aquel poco de devoción hacia la Madre de Dios que había
conservado, rompió a llorar. ‘¿Qué hacemos aquí? –le
dijo el compañero–. ¿Quieres que representemos otra
comedia?’ La agarró para sacarla de aquel lugar, pero ella

Sesiones de conscientización
La Diócesis requiere a todos
los empleados y voluntarios
que trabajan con menores a
asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los
Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles
en ambos inglés y español.
Son conducidos por gente de
nuestra Diócesis especialmente
entrenadas como facilitadores.
Las sesiones se publicarán en

las parroquias, escuelas, el
períodico Southwest Kansas
Register y la página electrónica
de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.
org/protectingchildren.
Dodge City
Domingo, Oct. 22, 2017
4:30-7:30 PM
St. Agustine Room
3231 N 14th St., Dodge City
Persona de contacto (y facilitador): Norma Alvarez
(620) 227-3442

Línea especial para
víctimas de abuso sexual
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce
ha sido víctima de abuso sexual por algún
clérigo, o cualquier empleado de la Diócesis
de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse con el
Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620)225-5051, o (620)225-2412, o al
correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net.
Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse
directamente a Social Relief Services, 1-800922-4453.

se resistía, por lo que él, viendo que la perdía, enfurecido
la levantó en el aire y la lanzó al medio del teatro”.
Es así que la joven contó su triste historia, fue a confesarse con el párroco, quien la remitió al Obispo y éste al
Papa. El Pontífice, después de oír su confesión le impuso
como penitencia llevar siempre tres argollas de hierro:
una en el cuello y una en cada brazo.
La joven María obedeció y se retiró a Maestricht (Países
Bajos), donde se encerró en un monasterio para penitentes.
“Allí vivió catorce años haciendo ásperas penitencias.
Una mañana, al levantarse vio que se habían roto las tres
argollas. Dos años después murió con fama de santidad;
y pidió ser enterrada con aquellas tres argollas que, de
esclava del infierno, la habían cambiado en feliz esclava
de su libertadora”.

Peregrinage a Italia del
10 al 18 de Marzo, 2018
Peregrinage dirigido por Padre Aneesh Vicario de la
Catedral and Norma Álvarez, Directora de Educación
Religiosa de la Catedral.
Cost: $3000.00 (boleto de avión incluido). Para mas
información comuníquese a Proximo al (855) 842-8001
o visite este website: https://www.proximotravel.com/
trip-store/?action=trip_registration&tripid=5161. También puede comunicarse con Norma Álvarez a la oficina
de la Catedral 620-225-4802.
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El Pueblo de Dios - la Iglesia Vibrante
Por la Hermana Angela Erevia, MCDP
Directora del Ministerio Hispano
ada año la Diócesis de Dodge City
nos ofrece un Día de Compartir
(Stewardship Day). Es una oportunidad para reunirnos a reflexionar
sobre quiénes somos como Iglesia, el
Pueblo de Dios, el Cuerpo de Cristo.
Estamos en un proceso de la Petición de
Ministerios Vibrantes. El tema fue relacionado a ese compromiso que hemos
hecho para participar en esta Petición
iniciada por nuestro Obispo John B.
Brungardt. La Petición de Ministerio
Vibrantes tiene tres metas: obras de misericordia, formación de fe y vocaciones
sacerdotales.
Este año como todos los años anteriores, se nos presentó un tema específico.
Este año el tema principal fue: “¿Qué significa ser vibrante en el Suroeste de Kansas?” Lo siguiente es una reflexión personal  sobre que es “ser vibrante.” Para mí
“ser vibrante” significa estar agradecidos
por el regalo de la vida, sentir con emoción el amor de Dios, creer con esperanza

C

en las promeses de Jesús, nuestro Señor
y vivir nuestra fe con energía y decir que
“Sí” como María.
Nuestra vida es puro regalo de la bondad de nuestro Padre. Sentimos una emoción especial sabiendo que somos muy
importante para nuestro Dios al punto
que nos envió a Su Hijo, Jesús. Seguimos
creyendo en las promesas que Jesús nos
hizo acerca de la felicidad y de la vida
eterna; esto lo creemos con mucha esperanza en nuestros corazones. Vivimos con
energía cada día recordando que nuestro
Dios puede hacer todas las cosas para
que nosotros seamos su Pueblo santo en
nuestros hogares, lugares de trabajo, de
recreo y de estudió.
Esperemos que Cristo, nuestro Señor
y Salvador, sea lo que nos motiva a vivir
y compartir nuestra fe católica: siguimos
aprendiendo del Maestro y al mismo
tiempo compartirmos lo que aprendemos
de Él. Nos encomendamos a María, Madre
de Jesús y Madre de Dios, que por su sí, es
nuestro modelo de cómo ser verdaderos
discípulos misioneros.

Fotos por Dave Myers

(Hacia la derecha desde la parte superior) Los participantes del Stewardship
Day asisten a la sesión de oración de apertura. Hermana Angela Erevia y
Hermana Antonia Cruz sonríen a la cámara mientras visitan cabinas informativas en el espacio de reunión de la catedral. Un panel de discusión
habla sobre el futuro de la Iglesia Católica.

Envíe una carta de apoyo a nuestros seminaristas
¿Estas siendo llamado?

La verdad de Dios es más
emocionante que lo que podamos entender. Es el camino
a todas las cosas maravillosas
y buenas en la vida, las cosas
que Dios quiere que tengas.
¡Es también el camino hacia la
mayor libertad que existe! Jesús
dijo a sus primeros discípulos:
“¡No tengáis miedo!” ¡Así que
no tengáis miedo!
¡Sé valiente! Si tienes preguntas, pide la ayuda de tu pastor u
otros sacerdotes que puedan ser
tu amigo y una fuente de inspiración para ti. Estarán contentos
de poder ayudarle durante tu
viaje.

A
J. Stang

A. Habash

E. Hernandez

T. Saucedo

E. Frieb

hora que están en
su último año de
estudio, los diáconos
Schneider y Brantley
han expresado lo significativo que es para
ellos haber recibido sus
cartas de apoyo a través
de los años. Por favor,
continúen enviando
sus cartas, también a
nuestros más nuevos
seminaristas, para que
sepan que están orando
por ellos.

John STANG
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210

Esteban HERNANDEZ
Conception Seminary
College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433

Austin HABASH
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210

Tyler SAUCEDO
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210

Eric FRIEB
Conception Seminary
College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
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Governor Sam Brownback signs a proclamation to kick off the annual 2017-2018 Commitment to Humanities Drive (Tootsie Roll
Drive) in Kansas on October 13, 14 and 15. Pictured are: (left to right) Tom Schmeidler, State Program Director, Gail Schmeidler, wife
of Tom Schmeidler, Governor Sam Brownback, Barney Wolters, Commitment to Humanities Director and Pat Winchester, Immediate
Past State Deputy.

TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE SET FOR OCTOBER 13-15

The Kansas State Council along with Governor Sam Brownback
would like to proclaim October 13 – 15 as “Helping People with Intellectual Disabilities Days” in conjunction with the Knights of
Columbus Annual Tootsie Roll Fund Drive. During that weekend,
members of local Knights of Columbus councils will be positioned
at shopping malls, stores, and Churches, distributing specially
marked Tootsie Rolls and soliciting donations for people with intellectual disabilities.
Of the proceeds donated, 80% will be returned to the Knights of
Columbus councils to be donated to local institutions of their
choice, which help persons afflicted with intellectual disabilities.
The remaining 20% will be used by the State Council of the
Knights of Columbus to sponsor the Special Olympics Basketball
and Cheerleading contests held at Fort Hays State University
March 15, 16 and 17, and for religious education of persons with
intellectual disabilities.

Supreme
Convention

T

he Kansas Delegation
had a great time in St.
Louis, Missouri. We
had Past Supreme Knight
Virgil C. Dechant, Supreme
Warden Francis G.
Drouhard, Vice Supreme
Master Bill Baalman, our
ten elected delegates and
several guests, fifty-three
total to represent the jurisdiction of Kansas. The
Knights of Columbus works
Vincent P.
in many areas and if you are
Melvin III,
not informed you may not
State Deputy understand all of what we
do as an Order.
The Opening Mass on August 1, included 12
cardinals, 90 bishops, 100 plus priests and
some 2,000 Knights and their family members. Mass was offered to the Memorial of St.
Alphonsus Liguori by Archbishop Robert
Carlson of St. Louis. In his homily, he stated,
“Without prayer, we will not be able to accomplish the mission that God has given to us.
Without prayer, the Knights of Columbus will
bear no lasting fruit. Without prayer, we cannot and will not find the life that Jesus so desires to give us. So, we must pray. We pray as
individuals, making time for God in the midst
of our days to read the scriptures, to pray the
rosary, to mediate on the great mysteries of
the life of Jesus. We pray as families united in
a common faith and love, finding support and
strength through the ups and downs, twists
and turns that confront every family. This is
so important and is at the heart of the life of
the Domestic Church, the most fundamental
cell of society and the Church. The new initiative you launched in 2015 to “Build the Domestic Church” is filled with great promise
and has already borne great fruit around the
country. As you continue this crucial work, it
must always remain grounded and nourished
by prayer – both individual and communal.”
That evening at the States Dinner, Supreme

Greg Marshall, head coach of the Wichita State University
Men’s Basketball team, has agreed to be the State spokesman for
the Tootsie Roll Drive. The Public Service Announcements should
be airing the last two weeks of September and the first two weeks
of October on radio stations throughout Kansas. Grand Knights
are encouraged to contact their local radio stations and request the
airing of this announcement.
In recognizing that Intellectual Disabilities has no boundaries
of race, religion, or social status, the Knights of Columbus across
the state of Kansas donate many hours of their time and energy to
help those special citizens. They would like to express their sincere
gratitude to you for all your support. When you see these friendly
gentlemen in their bright yellow and red aprons, please be generous so aid may continue to be given to these special people.
—BARNEY WOLTERS, COMMUNITY ACTIVITY
DIRECTOR/COMMITMENT TO HUMANITIES

Knight Carl A. Anderson awarded the Gaudium et Spes Award to Reverend Gerald E.
Hammond, M.M., Maryknoll Missionary to
North Korea. Reverend Hammond has courageously journeyed into North Korea more
than 50 times over the course of more than
two decades to bring humanitarian assistance.
During his visits, he shows a special compassion for children, seeing in them the future of
the nation as well as a trusting innocence that
reflects “the kingdom of God.” Like the Good
Shepard who asked for children to be brought
to him, Reverend Hammond visits children in
the hospital, brings medicine for those who
suffer from tuberculosis, and shares sorrow
and tears with the parents who have lost a
child to illness.
The Wednesday morning Mass was offered for
the Persecuted Christians and the homilist
was Cardinal Sean O’Malley, OFM, Cap. In his
homily, Cardinal O’Malley stated, “In today’s
Mass we remember our modern-day martyrs,
especially our brothers and sisters who are
persecuted in the Middle East. In many parts
of the lands that are the cradle of civilization
and also of Christianity, today Christians are
being driven out, tortured and murdered. In
some countries where there were thriving
Christian communities living in peace with
their non-Christian neighbors now only a
remnant of faith community remains. Like Esther in the first reading we can say: our enemies are bent on destroying us.” Also, we can
pray for those Christians whose life is in peril
by using Esther’s words, “do not silence the
mouths of those who praise you.” The Holy
Father is challenging us to strive to grow closer to our fellow Christians and live that unity
that Jesus prayed for with the words “by this
will all know that you are my disciples, if you
have love one for another.”
Wednesday afternoon at the Awards Session, I
as your State Deputy was presented the Circle
of Honor award from Supreme Knight Carl A.
Anderson. This award was presented to the
jurisdiction of Kansas for your hard work and

dedication to the Order. As your State Deputy,
it was an honor to represent Kansas in this capacity. Every member in Kansas should be
proud of this accomplishment.
“Convinced of God’s Love and Power” was this
year theme at the 135th Supreme Convention
in St. Louis. In the Supreme Knights, Annual
Report, he announced two new initiatives to
assist Christians at Risk. Supreme Knight Carl
A. Anderson reported, “Christians who endure
suffering and death for their faith in places
like, Iraq, Syria and Egypt, show us how to
confront terrible evil with the weapons of love
and truth. They are a brilliant witness to
God’s love and power. Our support for these
persecuted Christians has taken two forms.
First, since 2014, we have provided more than
$13 million for Christian refugees. Second, we
advocate on their behalf in the hope that
someday they may live their faith in peace –
and live in their own communities not as second class citizens, but as free and equal citizens.” Supreme Knights Carl A. Anderson, also stated: “On November 26, the Knights of
Columbus and the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops will sponsor a day of
prayer for persecuted Christians followed by a
Week of Awareness and Education.” Supreme
Knight Carl A. Anderson was also pleased to
announce, “The Knights of Columbus is taking
a concrete step to save Christianity in Iraq.
The board of directors has authorized a new
effort to raise $2 million to save a Christian
town on the Nineveh Plain. The town the
Knights of Columbus is saving is Karamdes. It
is a town in Iraq that until recently was controlled by ISIS. The terrorists desecrated
churches and graves and looted and destroyed
homes. Now we will ensure that hundreds of
Christian families driven from their homes
will return. We will give them and many others hope for the future. For $2,000, a council,
a parish or an individual can move a family
back home.”
For more information on, or to contribute to,
this initiative, please visit: christiansatrisk.org

YOUR HELP
IS NEEDED
FOR PENNIES
FROM HEAVEN

The Pennies from Heaven program helps to fund the Emergency Disaster Aid Program
(EDAP) to help families that have
been impacted by fires, floods, or
tornados. Fundraising efforts are
very important for the Pennies
from Heaven Program. The goal
this year of $90,000 is a lofty
goal but it will be accomplished
with all Councils participating. I
encourage each council to have a
special fundraiser with all monies
collected going towards the Pennies from Heaven Program.
Monetary donations are not
the only thing that is needed.
Items are needed to sell at the
State Convention in the Country
Store and at the silent and live
auctions. These items can be
hand crafted or purchased. Every
council has someone that is very
good at making things. Past donations have ranged from quilts,
wood working, metal working,
electronics, grills, sports items,
and jewelry. Councils who want
to have an item considered for
the auction or donated for the
store need to contact me as soon
as possible.
Keep those donations coming
so we can hit our goal of $90,000
and continue to help families in
their time of need.
— BRUCE LUEHRING,
PENNIES FROM HEAVEN CHAIRMAN

FAMILY LIFE
PROGRAM
Thanks to each council who
participated in selecting a Family
of the Month and submitting
their name to Supreme by the
15th of the following month. By
doing so, they are entered in the
drawing for one of 100 Holy
Family Plaques awarded each
month by Supreme Council. To
help encourage our “Building the
Domestic Church”, why not recognize these outstanding families?
You can do this by simply
publishing their name in your
parish bulletin, the council
newsletter, and by presenting
them with a Family of the Month
Certificate.
Utilizing this program to honor families for their service to
Church, community and council
promotes the example we wish to
display in building the domestic
church.

Please take time and seek out
"The Family Fully Alive" program
at kofc.org/familyfullyalive. It
contains a great list of prayers,
devotions and activities to apply
to enrich your family lives. There
are booklets you can order for
your parish that encourage
“Building the Domestic Church”
throughout the Liturgical Year.
You can also add this information to your bulletins or newsletters to further encourage dispersion among your councils and
parish.
In closing please review the
programs, plan on how you will
implement them, lead and enjoy
our responsibility as Catholic
gentlemen.
— SCOTT NICHOLS,
FAMILY LIFE DIRECTOR
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PROGRAMS PLANNED FOR UPCOMING YEAR
What an outstanding year we have to
look forward to in State programs and in
our parishes. The Knights of Columbus is
continuing to focus on the “Building the
Domestic Church While Strengthening our
Parish” initiative that we began last year.
We want to ensure that our parish councils are utilizing important programs such
as the “Family Fully Alive” program. This
program has been inspired by Pope John
Paul II Familiaris Consortio, 17, “Families
become what you are”. Pope Francis cited
the need for “holy and loving families to
protect the beauty and truth of the family
in God’s plan and to be an example for
other families”. This program will begin in
October and run for an entire year. We
highly encourage sharing this program
with your council and parishes NOW so
that we can ensure full participation in
October.
At the annual State Officer and District
Deputy Installation Meeting in July, the
state directors and chairmen presented
their programs to the District Deputies for
the upcoming year in the areas of Church,
Youth, Family, Community, Culture of
Life and Council Activities. The goals have
been set, and everyone is excited to participate in “Building the Domestic Church,
While Strengthening our Parish”. We
know that our Kansas councils will set
new records in all programming areas this
year. Our Knights have the will and
through our fraternal activities together
we intend to find the way.
In the area of Church Activities, the
“Building the Domestic Church“program
encourages every council to sponsor
rosary prayer services on the fifth Sunday
of the following months October, January,
and April. The Adopt-A-Seminarian Program is in full swing as councils across
Kansas adopt seminarians and provide
them with financial and spiritual support.
The Religious Education Fund Drive is being held from August through October.
Knights will be selling a limited amount of
raffle tickets with the goal of providing
more than $100,000 to distribute to religious education programs in parishes and
Catholic schools throughout the state. The
“Light Up For Christ” program is scheduled for December 5, 2017 at 8:00 PM.
Everyone is asked to turn on their Christ-

mas lights that evening to support our
crusade to keep Christ in Christmas. A Vocations Poster Contest will be held prior to
March 2018 for our youth, grades 1-8 and
Special Education. These students in our
Catholic schools and Catholic Religious
Education Programs are asked to create
posters promoting religious vocations. The
theme for this year’s contest is “Answering
God’s Call”.
For Youth Activities, Knights of Columbus councils across the state will hold a
Substance Abuse Poster Contest for children ages 8-14 prior to March 2018. We
strongly encourage councils to try to increase participation in both poster contests this year. Educating and involving
our youth is key to the next generation of
Knights. Another important Youth Activity
will be for councils to sponsor local Free
Throw Contests for boys and girls ages 1014. The local winners advance to District
Contests and, if successful there, go on to
our Regional Contests and potentially our
State Championship. International winners are chosen from the state and other
jurisdictional winners.
In our Family Activities Program, councils are asked to choose a Family of the
Month and a Family of the Year. These
families are honored for their exemplary
service to their council, parish, and community. From these monthly entries, four
diocesan winners and a state-wide winner
will be announced at our Annual State
Convention in Overland Park May 3-6,
2018.
In the Commitment to Humanities and
Community Activities programs, Knights
of Columbus councils conduct their tootsie
roll fund-raising drive to support people
with intellectual and physical disabilities.
Our goal for this fraternal year is to raise
$400,000 statewide. Local councils donate 80% of their collected funds to local
institutions helping people with intellectual disabilities. The other 20% is used by
the Kansas State K of C Council to help
fund the Special Olympics Basketball
Tournament in Hays and Topeka next
March. Any remaining funds from the
Special Olympics will also be donated to
the care of people with Intellectual Disabilities. The Kansas Knights of Columbus
is the principle sponsor. The annual Pen-

nies from Heaven Campaign has a goal of
$90,000.00. Proceeds from this program
help fund our Emergency Disaster Aid
Program (EDAP), which donates to families who are victims of natural disasters. A
state-wide Pro-Life Baby Shower is scheduled for January 2018. With the baby
shower and other Culture of Life fundraisers we have set a state-wide goal of
$420,000 to support our culture of life
initiative. This program is essential for the
Evangelium Vitae Award which recognizes
the councils in Kansas that are most effective in promoting the Gospel of Life. To be
eligible for this award, a council must be
involved in a four-part plan proposed by
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops titled, “Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities
– A Campaign in Support of Life,” from
conception to natural death.
In Council Activities, there is a health
services program that many of our councils will sponsor blood drives, CPR training, or blood pressure clinics. It encourages overall wellbeing among fellow
knights and their communities. There is a
Men’s State Bowling Tournament scheduled for February and March in Lawrence
The State Golf Tournament this year is
scheduled for July 28-29, 2018 at Mariah
Hills Golf Course in Dodge City, sponsored by Council #2970 La Crosse. This
year we ask every council to choose a
Knight of the Month and Knight of the
Year. This program recognizes members
who show outstanding stewardship and
service to their council, parish, and community. It is important to participate in
this program to show recognition for the
Knights and their families who go above
and beyond what is asked of them. Out of
your local council winners, four diocesan
winners and a state-wide winner will be
chosen then recognized at our Annual
State Convention.
This is a brief summary of some very
important programs and events. If any additional information is desired on any of
these programs, please contact the Grand
Knight of your local Council or Tom
Schmeidler State Program Director, at
316-776-9747 or program@kansaskofc.org you may also visit the state website at www.kansas-kofc.org.

— TOM SCHMEIDLER, STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

GOD’S LOVE AND POWER IN THE CULTURE OF LIFE

As I compose this article my mind reflects on my week at the
135th Supreme Convention in St. Louis, Missouri. The theme for the
convention revealed by the Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, is
“Convinced of God’s Love and Power”. While there I was among so
very many Brother Knights and their families that came from all
over the U. S. and different parts of the world as well. To be there
with them during the celebration of the mass and then latter at the
meetings and other
events was very encouraging. I returned
to my home in Kansas
truly convinced of
God’s Love and Power
as we work together in
the Culture of Life
here in Kansas and
around the world.
At this time, we are
preparing for the Silver Rose of Our Lady
of Guadalupe to come
into our state from
Nebraska, where it
will travel from Hiawatha to Liberal,

with 19 different stops before transferring to Oklahoma. The Silver
Rose presents Catholics throughout the state an opportunity to
come together in prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe, requesting her
to intercede for them and others during these troubling times. The
Silver Rose also demonstrates the commitment of our order to
restoring the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural
death through the celebration of the mass and prayer services that
will be offered during this time. As we contemplate “One Life, One
Rose” how right it is that we turn to Our Lady of Guadalupe who
imparted her will by the miracle of the roses through St. Juan
Diego.
Looking toward October known to the Knights of Columbus as
“Respect of Life” month councils are encouraged to join in lifechains and to pray for parish pro-life representatives. We are also
encouraged to work together for the Ultrasound Initiative which
runs throughout the fraternal year. This is a good time to plan a
fund raiser to assist in adding 2 more ultrasound machines in the
state of Kansas. Currently we have 10 that the Knight of Columbus
have placed and we hope to place 2 more this fraternal year. One in
the Dodge City dioceses and one in the Wichita dioceses as well.
With our order working together in Kansas to save the life of an innocent child, protect the wellbeing of the mother, instill the love of
the father and to develop the Domestic Church is truly God’s Love
and Power working in the Culture of Life.

—LINO S. MUNOZ, CULTURE OF LIFE DIRECTOR

“MAKE A DIFFERENCE” - JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
One of the questions that I get asked all
the time is why should I become a Knight
of Columbus? The answer can depend on
many things. I have seen men grow spiritually and deepen their faith because of their
involvement in the Knights. I have seen
others proud of the work they have accomplished on a variety of causes like helping
those with intellectual disabilities or victims of natural disasters or simply helping
those in need. I have seen men strengthen
the commitment to their families and become better husbands and fathers because
they were surrounded by men who desired

the same.
Each person can have their own individual reason as to why they joined. Many
have become a part of the greatest Catholic
Family, Fraternal Service Organization on
the planet for one reason and completely
discovered another opportunity that they
truly were destined to help. There is no one
single reason to become a member of the
Knights of Columbus. There are dozens of
reasons.
Whatever your reason may be, now is
the time to join our fraternity. We need
men and their families to help up do more

Join the Kansas Knights of Columbus
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP
PHONE

SEND TO:

MAIL:

John W. Schulz, Membership Director - membership@kansas-kofc.org
818 E. 13th St., Eudora, KS 66025
PHONE: 785-231-9603

for our parish, our community and world.
If we are to do more for our fellow men and
women, it will take a commitment, it
doesn’t matter how large or small a commitment, from you to help make the world
a better place. Almost every parish in the
state of Kansas has a Knights of Columbus
Council. Seek out the Council at your
parish and share in the charity, unity and
fraternity that over 38,000 men in Kansas
already have. Make a change. Make a difference in your life and your city. Join the
Knights of Columbus now.
— JOHN W. SCHULZ, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

“…Lord, how good that
we are here!...”
(Matthew 17:4)
hese words were spoken
by Peter after he, James
and John witnessed the
TransfiguraChaplain’s
tion of Jesus.
Corner
Jesus, appearing with
Moses and
Elijah, who
represented
the Law and
the Prophets,
confirmed
himself as
the promised
Messiah. After having
Father Dan L.
waited for
Gardner, State
centuries for
Chaplain
God to fulfill
his promise, these three apostles were blessed with this revelation and confirmation. We
ourselves can utter these simple words when we know that
the Lord is present in our lives,
and when we are doing his
work of charity on earth.
So often we need to reveal
something to others who don’t
understand what is happening.
Years ago I was on the Board
of Directors of a Social Service
Agency. The people there were
doing great work in helping
migrants to become citizens, to
keep Senior Citizens in touch
with each other and a myriad
of other services. Yet, the
neighbors complained about
the people who came to and
went from the agency. I knew
they didn’t understand. When
I was asked to lead the annual
evaluation of the agency, it was
my task to invite those outside
the agency to do the evaluation. I informed the leader that
I wanted to ask one of their
biggest critics to be a part of
the committee. He wasn’t happy, but couldn’t stop me. So I
asked her to sit in on the evaluation. She probably was looking for more insight on how to
criticize the agency. However,
after realizing all the good that
was done, she became one of
their biggest supporters and
was able to quiet down the local critics. “…how good that we
are here…”
Attendance at the annual
Supreme Convention is another opportunity to say those
same words, “how good that
we are here”. I highly recommend to all Knights that at
least once in their lives that
they attend this convention.
Perhaps you can see it as a pilgrimage. One does not need to
be a delegate to attend. Next
year, 2018, it will be held in
Baltimore, and the following
year in Minneapolis-St. Paul. It
is a great opportunity to see
the work of the Knights at
large and in varied ways. Just
to list a few: prosthetic legs to
children in Haiti, wheelchairs
in 17 countries, food – locally
and worldwide, coats, and
wells to provide clean water in
Africa.
It is an opportunity to visit
and connect with people from
around the world. I was able to
briefly visit with Fr. Gerard
Hammond, a Maryknoll Missionary who has worked in
South Korea for over 50 years.
After serving in parishes, he
now does humanitarian aid by
providing medicine for children, living in North Korea,
suffering from tuberculosis
and brings their families food.
What a great witness, and with
those who assist them, they
can say, “…how good that we
are here…”
Let us continue our ministry on the local level, knowing that we bring an awareness
to others of the great ministry
of our Lord. Let us say, along
with Peter, that it is “good that
we are here!”

T
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PATRICIA “PAT” ANN JONES GRAVES, 82,
of St. John the
Apostle Parish,
Kiowa, died April
12, 2017. She
attended grade
school at Sacred
Heart Catholic
School and Alva
High School,
graduating with
the class of 1952.
Following high school, she attended one
year of nurses training at St. Mary of the
Plains College in Dodge City, and years later
four of their daughters attended and graduated from SMPC. She married Bob Graves
on Sept. 1, 1953 at Sacred Heart Church in
Alva, OK, and they lived on the family farm
north of Hardtner. Pat was an active member of the Altar Society for many years. She
is survived by her eight children and their
spouses, Suzie (Bruce) Reynolds, Russel
(Rita) Graves, Mary (Dwayne) Turnbow, Laura (Bill) Nittler, Roberta (Ray) Trent, Chuck
(Tammy) Graves, Cecilia (Tom) Williams,
Leo (Dana) Graves, 21 grandchildren and 26
great-grandchildren. She is also survived by
sister, Bunny (Don) Pfeiffer, brother, John
Williams, brother-in-law, Joe (Mary) Graves,
and numerous nieces and nephews. Father
Firmin Kyaw officiated.
Pete  L. Gomez, who was recently
highlighted in a feature story in the SKC
regarding his experiences taking President
Franklin D. Roosevelt on a fishing trip during WWII, died August 5, 2017. He was 96.
(To read the story, or to obtain a copy, go
to dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic, or call (620)

Obituaries
227-1519.) He was a 1938 graduate of Hanston High School and attended CCC Camp
in Kingsdown before joining the Navy. He
served during WWII, attaining the rank of
Quarter Master 1st Class and was honorably discharged in October 1945, at which
time he moved to Dodge City. He was a
3rd Degree Member of Knights of Columbus Council 2955 and the Moose Lodge in
Dodge City. His wife, Marcella ‘Sally’ Gerstenkorn, preceded him in death on April
27, 2008. Survivors include his daughters,
Carol Bristow and Mary Jane Griffiths; a
half-brother, Martin Rowland; nine grandchildren; many great-grandchildren; and
several great-great-grandchildren. Father
Aneesh Parappanattu presided.
Clement John Bauck, 95, of St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Leoti, died Aug.
3, 2017. Bauck was born on the family
homestead in the St. Theresa community
of rural Wichita County, Kansas on May
29, 1922. A lifetime resident of Wichita
County, he was a farmer/stockman. He
was a member of the Knights of Columbus of Leoti, and had formerly served as
Wichita County Commissioner. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Evelyn Belle
“Evie” Heim, on Jan. 6, 2017. Survivors include sons Dennis and Randy; sister, Margaret Wieser; five grandchildren; seven
great-grandchildren; and four great-greatgrandchildren. Father Benjamin Martin
presided.
Jerry A. Downey, 75, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge
City, died August 15, 2017. He was a graduate of Windthorst High School. He lived on
the family farm, working in and out of the

cattle industry his entire life. Survivors include two sisters, Norma Jean O’Brien and
Kathleen Konda; two sisters-in-law, Leola
Downey and Elaine Downey; and numerous, nephews, nieces, great-nephews and
great-nieces.
Mary S. Ontiberos, 94, of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish,
Dodge City, died Aug. 13, 2017. Ontiberos
was reared in the historic Mexican Village
of Dodge City. She and her husband, Jess G.
Ontiberos Sr. had 15 children. By the end
of her life, Mary was survived by five generations including her sons: Frank, George,
Bobby, Fred, Johnny, and Adam; daughters
Lucy Briseno and Rose Mary Maestas; sister Rosie Rodriquez; 27 grandchildren; 44
great-grandchildren; and 17 great-greatgrandchildren. Mary was preceded in death
by her husband Jess G. Ontiberos Sr.; her
sons Jesse Jr., Tony, Lupe, and Joey; her
daughter Christina; brothers Tony Sanchez
Sr., and Valentine Sanchez; and sisters
Sarah Andrews and Jenny Ramos. Father
Wesley Schawe presided.
Melvin E. Droste, 81, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge
City, died Aug. 12, 2017. He worked as a
linesman for Victory Electric. He is survived
by his wife, Coleen Feldman; his son, Darrel; daughter, Jane Shumard; four brothers,
Leonard, Art, Jerry, and Pete; four sisters,
Janet Slattery, Jean Sprott, Lois Bailey,
and Zita Schriner; five grandchildren; and
three great-grandchildren. Father Aneesh
Parappanattu presided.
Philip C. Mossberg, 78, of Prince of
Peace Parish at St. Patrick Church, Great
Bend, died Aug. 14, 2017. He owned Mossberg Sanitation, Inc., for 27 years. Survivors include his wife, Coleen; two sons,
Shawn and Shane; four daughters, Shannon Kuehler, Christine Shearhart, Candace
Mossberg, and Tana Sharp; two brothers,
Jack and James; one sister, Janet Weber;
two brothers-in-law, Dan Olsen and Mark
Olsen; one sister-in-law, Diane Olsen; one
nephew, Trevor Olsen; 21 grandchildren;
and several great-grandchildren. Father
Ted Stoecklein presided.
Suzanne (Suzie) Marie Stramel, 62,
of St. John the Baptist Parish, Spearville,
died August 6, 2017. Stramel had worked
in both staff and management positions
in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, outpatient physical therapy departments,
and home health in the Delta County area
as well as in Denver and Boulder. She
received expanded education in orthopedics, vestibular rehabilitation, myofascial
release and craniosacral therapy. She also
held a unique certification in LXVT BIG Program (Lee Silverman Voice Training) for
Parkinson’s disease. Her last employment
was at Horizons Health Center in Eckert
where she was a major contributor to the
rehabilitation department. She is survived
by her daughter, Bridgette Stramel; her
mother, Mary Jane Stramel, three brothers, Stanley, Rodney and Douglas; and
sisters, Marlene Lyall and Shirley Kaffrey.
There are also three nieces and four nephews, and many aunts, uncles and cousins.
Father John Forkuoh presided.
Ben  Schawe, 77, of St. Andrew Parish, Wright, died August 17. He was a
graduate of Spearville High School and a
lifetime area resident. He served in the
United States Army from 1962 to 1964.
He worked for Southwest Distributing in
Dodge City for 35 years, retiring in 2006.
His wife, Jean Berning, preceded him in
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death on March 19, 2017. Survivors include a son, Chuck McKinney; daughters,
Joni Doubenmeier and Cheri Humphries;
step-daughters, Stephanie Jenek and
Nancy Smith; a daughter-in-law, Gretchen Schawe; a brother, Denny Schawe;
sisters, Sharla Thill, Connie Klauss and
Margie Combest; 13 grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren. Father Robert
Schremmer presided.
Lawrence N. Herrmann, 87, of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died August 17, 2017. He
attended St. Nicholas Catholic School in
Kinsley. He was a farmer and cattleman all
of his life. He served in the United States
Army during the Korean War, attaining the
rank of Sergeant E-5. He was a 4th Degree
member of the Dodge City Knights of Columbus Council 2955. Survivors include
his wife, Betty; their children, Teresa and
George Kohman, and their children, Kelsey
Kohman and Dillon Kohman; Marie and
Daryl Shields; Henry and Cathy Herrmann
and their children, Nicholas Herrmann,
Justin Salm, Wesley Worth, and Brandi
Worth; Sharon and Leigh Crotts and their
children, George Huser and Racheal
Huser, Levi Crotts, and Matthew Crotts;
and Glenn Herrmann; seven great-grandchildren; three sisters, Henrietta Schulte,
Clara Schmitt and Liz Loibl. He is also survived by a host of nieces, nephews and
other family and friends. Father Aneesh
Parappanattu presided.
Edwin J. Wasinger, 84, of St. Joseph
Parish, Scott City, died Aug. 21, 2017. A
lifetime Scott County resident, he was a
farmer and stockman. He was also a U.S.
Army Veteran and was a member of the
Knights of Columbus. Survivors include his
wife, Rosemary E, Wasinger; sons Greg
and Mike; daughter Sharon Crist; sister
Bernadette Schampel; and five grandchildren.
Marlyn  Anthony Redetzke, 72, of
St. Stanislaus Parish, Ingalls, died August
21, 2017. Marlyn was raised in Claflin,
graduating from Claflin High School in
1963. He was drafted into the United
States Army in 1966. After his discharge
in 1972, Marlyn returned to college at Fort
Hays State University to complete a degree
in English and Journalism. He later attended the University of Colorado, where
he received his MBA. At St. Stainslaus, he
taught CCD classes and was an Eucharistic
minister. He was also a 3rd degree Knights
of Columbus member. Marlyn is survived
by his wife, Maggie Redetzke; sons, Justin, Brandon and Bryan; brother, Joseph
Redetzke; one sister, Darlene Buehler;
and five grandchildren. Father Peter Tran
presided.
Darlene Brown Feuerborn, 87, of
Larned, died August 22, 2017. She was
born Nov. 3, 1929 along with her twin
sister, Arlene, in Larned. Arlene preceded
her in death in 2006. She is survived by
her daughters, Regina Huse and Brenda
Healey; grandchildren Travis Huse, Melissa Healey, Laura Healey and Nicole
Crawford; sister, Maxine Ackerman; and
brother, James Robert Brown; and numerous nieces and nephews. Father Louis
Trung Dinh Hoang presided.
Vergil  E. Johnson, 82, of Mary,
Queen of Peace Parish, Ulysses, died August 24, 2017. Johnson worked for Mesa
Petroleum for 20 years. He was a partner
in JD Trenching, and then began farming in
Continued on next page
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Liebenfest becomes a county-wide farewell to Father Matthew Kumi

T

he Liebenthal Parish Picnic
(Liebenfest) was designated
a county-wide farewell to
Father Matthew Kumi, pastor of
the tri-parish Catholic churches of
St.Joseph, Liebenthal; St. Michael,
LaCrosse; and Holy Trinity, Timken.  
Father Matthew served the three
parishes for four years and in that
time he has accomplished much
in his ministry in Rush County  
churches, the hospital, Locust
Grove Village, and the community.
    The events began with Mass
“under the tent”. At the end of
Mass, Father Matthew spoke of his
time in his assignment here, how
much he has learned and gained
from working in the community,

friendships he’s shared, the treasured memories to take with him.  
Members of the parish council and
the women’s Altar Society spoke
of the joyful spirit he brought to
meetings, his leadership, and the
fun times he brought to parish celebrations. Then Father called up
all the altar servers for recognition
for their faithful service at Mass
and funerals.
     Following Mass, the evening
was filled with food, drinks, a
cake walk, bingo, and prize drawings.  Everyone had ample opportunity to spend time with Father
Matthew and share parting words.
May his travels back “home” to
Ghana be safe and most blessed!

Courtesy photos

Blessing of the
students
As Father Matthew Kumi prepared to
depart the Catholic Diocese of Dodge
City and move back to his home Diocese
of Goaso in Ghana, Africa, he took the
time to bless students and their backpacks at Holy Trinity Church in Timken.  
Father Kumi served as pastor of the triparish Catholic churches of St. Joseph,
Liebenthal; St. Michael, La Crosse; and
Holy Trinity, Timken.
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the early 1970s. He is survived by his wife, Marilyn;
son, David; daughters, Cindy Borthwic, Melinda
Malone-Goetz, and Barbara Sullins; brothers, Carl
and Steve; 12 grandchildren, 22 great-grandchildren,
and three great-great-grandchildren. Father Peter
Fernandez presided.
Kendall K. Beckwith, 56, of Larned, died Aug.
29, 2017. He had a Bachelors of Science in Nursing
and was a Unit Leader at Larned State Hospital; and
he was also a licensed funeral director/embalmer.
Survivors include: his mother, Betty J. Beckwith;
brother, Kyle; sister, Krystal Watts; nephew Chaz
Beckwith; nieces, Cara Hoffman, Victoria Watts,
Jasmine Watts and Cherry Watts; numerous aunts,
uncles and an abundance of friends. Father Jacob
Schneider presided.
Alfred John Hammeke, 86, of Immaculate Conception Parish, Claflin, died Sept. 1, 2017. A lifetime
Claflin resident, Alfred was a longtime Barton County
farmer. He served in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War, obtaining the rank of CPL, from April 1953 to
May 1955. He was a member of the Ellinwood St.
Joseph Council 1187 Knights of Columbus. Survivors
include his wife, Linda Sue Hammeke; seven daughters, Kathy Hines, Anne Basgall, Margaret Frisbie,
Patty Sager, Loreen Leyshock, Coreen Skaggs, and
Molly Stout; 17 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. Father Terrence Klein presided.
Lois E. Gleason, 70, of the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died August 31,
2017. She taught junior high and high school for the
Hanston and Dodge City School Districts, retiring in
2011. She was an active volunteer with the church,
Sacred Heart School, Manna House and Friendship
Feast and enjoyed sewing. Survivors include her hus-

band, Gene; two sons, Kenton and Jon; her brother,
Carl Hornung; three sisters, Annette Stein, Linda
Meserve and Mary Herron; seven grandchildren; and
a great-grandson. Father Wesley Schawe presided.
John  B. Hill, 60, of Garden City, died Sept. 3,
2017. He attended Holcomb schools. After his
schooling he worked for area farmers before becoming a Diesel Mechanic. He is survived by his wife,
Pam; sons Shawn, Robert, and Cody; daughter, Stacy
Castoe; mother, Betty Hill; brothers, Paul, Mark,
and James; sisters, Patricia King, Linda Maddox, and
Nancy Vaughn; and 10 grandsons. Father Juan Salas
presided.
Merrill “M.J.” Straight, 86, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died
Sept. 4, 2017. He owned and operated Mahon’s
Boot Hill Flying service from 1971 to 1986. In 1994
he began work as a Rural Mail Carrier until retiring
in 2001. He served in the Army National Guard for
23 years, attaining the rank of Major. He was a 3rd
Degree member of Knights of Columbus Council
2955. Survivors include his wife, Barbara; sons, Joe,
Jerry, Robert and Bill; sisters, Jean Luedtke and Pat
Anders; five grandchildren; and a great grandson,
Ayden Ruland. Father Aneesh Parappanattu presided.
Lucille Ann Sickles, 58, of Sacred Heart Parish,
Larned, died Sept. 6, 2017. Survivors include her husband, Jeffrey W. Sickles; daughters, Ashley T. Garcia
and Hailey M. Sickles; brothers, Robert A. Ruiz, John
C. Ruiz, and Richard Ruiz; sisters, Theresa Wright,
and Rosey M. Weisensee; two grandchildren; numerous nieces, nephews, great-nieces and nephews
and aunts, uncles and cousins. Father Bernard Felix
presided.

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Sept. 17
Sirach 27:30--28:7/Romans 14:7-9/Matthew 18:21-35
Monday, Sept. 18
First Timothy 2:1-8/Luke 7:1-10
Tuesday, Sept. 19
First Timothy 3:1-13/Luke 7:11-17
Wednesday, Sept. 20; Saint Andrew Kim Taegon, priest
and martyr, Paul Chong Hasang, and companions, martyrs
First Timothy 3:14-16/Luke 7:31-35
Thursday, Sept. 21; Saint Matthew, apostle and evangelist
Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13/Matthew 9:9-13
Friday, Sept. 22
First Timothy 6:2-12/Luke 8:1-3
Saturday, Sept. 23
First Timothy 6:13-16/Luke 8:4-15
Sunday, Sept. 24
Isaiah 55:6-9/Philippians 1:20-24, 27/Matthew 20:1-16
Monday, Sept. 25
Ezra 1:1-6/Luke 8:16-18
Tuesday, Sept. 26
Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20/Luke 8:19-21
Wednesday, Sept. 27; Saint Vincent de Paul, priest
Ezra 9:5-9/Luke 9:1-6
Thursday, Sept. 28
Haggai 1:1-8/Luke 9:7-9
Friday, Sept. 29; Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, archangels
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, or Revelation 12:7-12/John 1:47-51
Saturday, Sept. 30; Saint Jerome, priest and doctor
Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-15 or Second Timothy 3:14-17/Luke
9:43-45
Sunday, Oct. 1
Ezekiel 18:25-28/Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Matthew 21:2832
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GaBrIeL’S CroSSWord

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

D�� R���, FICF

ACROSS
3 Where King Saul
consulted a medium (1
Sam 28:7)
6 Pertaining to Scripture
8 “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews”
(abbr.)
9 Start of the Christian
era
11 Papal ambassador
13 Morality
15 Good ___
17 The Sacred ___ of
Jesus
20 One of the prison
letters (abbr.)
21 “Be not Afraid” and
“Here I am, Lord,” for
example
23 “…be ___ and your
no…” (Jas 5:12)
24 “___ in terris”
26 Samson’s strength
27 This was rolled in
front of Jesus’ tomb
30 Agape ___
32 Archdiocese and
capital of Canada
34 Jacob and his family
settled here in Egypt
37 Abram raised an
army to save him
38 Jezebel’s husband
39 One of the young
men cast into the furnace
40 Top monk

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin and
Ellsworth councils.

T���� M����, FICF
(785) 726-4899

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa, Seward, St. John and Greensburg
councils.

B���� W���

(785) 821-1265

Marienthal, Dighton, Scott City, Sharon Springs, Tribune and
Garden City Council 8491

G����� S�������, FICF, LUTCF, CLU

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce • (785) 650-3404 cell

St. John, Seward, Great Bend, Kinsley, Goodland, Colby,
and St. Francis

D���� R���, FICF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 259-2335 cell

(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson,
Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

J��� A����

(785) 259-8689

Spearville, Wright, Ashland, Ness City, Dodge City,
Ingalls and Jetmore councils

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

DOWN
1 God, in Paris
2 Catholic actor Guinness
3 Old Testament
prophet who was the
successor of Elijah
4 “…the ___ he has
sent away empty” (Lk
1:53)
5 Lies
7 Man of the ___
10 One of the two books
in which you find the 10
Commandments (abbr.)

11 A non-coveting
commandment
12 ___ Testament
14 Mary, Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, is patron saint of this South
American country
16 The Lord, in Madrid
(with “El”)
18 Sarai was taken into
pharaoh’s house here
19 “He is ___!”
20 Song of David
22 What you do not use
in unleavened bread

25 Italian archdiocese
with the Ambrosian
rite
27 The ___ of Confession
28 Nihil ___
29 “I will raise you upon
___’s wings
31 See 20A
32 Second son of Judah
33 Jesus’ name for the
Father
35 ___ of Songs
36 “Tantum ___”

TEASER THE SECOND: A milkman has two
empty jugs, a three gallon jug, and a five
gallon jug. How can he measure exactly
one gallon without wasting any milk?

st. sebastian’s soduKo

D�� O������

6

3

TEASER THE FIRST: A man was at a bar
TEASER THE THIRD
feeling poor. He sees a rich man take
several $50s out his pocket to pay the
cashier. The poor man says to the rich
man, “I know all the songs known to man.”
The rich man laughed and said,” I bet you
all the money in my pocket that you can’t
sing a song with my daughter’s name in it,
Sarah Lee Greyson.” The poor man went
home rich and the rich man went home
poor. What song did the man sing?

Ransom council

Larned, La Crosse, Olmitz

2

St. MICHaeL’S BraIn teaSerS

S���� L����������

(785) 301-2676 oﬃce • (785) 623-8716 cell

1

(Left) To solve a Soduko, fill in
the table so that the numbers
from 1 to 9 will be in each
column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. Every sudoku
puzzle can have only one correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9.
Cada columna debe contener
los números a partir la 1 a
9. Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe
contener los números a partir
la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of
sodukooftheday.com.
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Priests on the Prairie
Died Sept. 28, 1959

Msgr. John Sklenar

M

Msgr. Sklenar “baptized Father Kapaun,
gave him First Communion, guided him
through school, saw
him ordained ...”

sgr. John Sklenar was born July 2, 1868, in Milavec, Bohemia.
He immigrated with his parents to Marion County, Kansas, in
the 1870s, and became part of the new St. John Nepomucene
Parish in Pilsen. He was ordained June 21, 1891, by Bishop John J.
Hennessy.
He was first appointed assistant at St. Anthony outside of Olmitz,
where he helped Father J.B. Disselkamp with his many missions. He
was particularly suited for this assignment as he spoke Bohemian,
English and German. He was a tremendous asset, given the different
immigrant groups.
His pastorates included: St. Joseph, Liebenthal (1891- 93); St. Ann,
Olmitz, with St. Anthony, rural Olmitz, and mission stations at Bazine,
Dighton, Leoti, McCracken, and Ness City (1893-98); St. Patrick, Florence, and St. Mary, Halstead (1898-1899); St. Anthony, Strong City
(1899-1903), and St. John Nepomucene, Pilsen, (1903-43).
He was elevated to the rank of domestic prelate by Pope Pius XII
on June 21, 1941.
Msgr. Sklenar died at St. Luke’s Hospital in Marion on Sept. 18,
1958, at the age of 90. He was proud of his connection with Chaplain
Emil Kapaun. Msgr. Sklenar “baptized Father Kapaun, gave him First
Communion, guided him through school, saw him ordained, assisted at the first Mass, had him for his own assistant and finally saw
the day when Father Kapaun became a symbol of greatness to the
American soldier in the Korean conflict.” (AR Sept. 24, 1958)
Bishop Mark K. Carroll celebrated the funeral Mass at St. John
Nepomucene Church in Pilsen. Burial was in the parish cemetery.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Ford County Feedyard, Inc.
OFFICE

369-2252 or 227-8647
Ford, Kansas
Mgr. Geo. Herrmann 369-2255
Cattle Sales & Procurement

FEEDING CATTLE IS OUR BUSINESS

Grow Deeper,
-- Pope
Not Older!
Francis -Pastoral Ministry
Formation Program
dcdiocese.org/pastoralministry-formation

Coleen Stein: (620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.
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SKC dates,
deadlines

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Issue date/
deadline
Oct. 1/Sept. 20
Oct. 15/Oct. 4
Nov. 5/Oct. 25
Nov. 19/Nov. 8
Dec. 3/Dec. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6

Word Search

Dates are subject to change.

OLD TESTAMENT WOMEN

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

B F R E B E K A H Z H M K V O
Y B D M W X A

anSWerS

St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Questions? Contact Dave at
skregister@dcdiocese.org,
or call (620) 227-1519.
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Largest
Selection of

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

Z O B H K A C D H

R E H T

P

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions

J

I

I

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

A M

V V K A N A B W B L

U H F W U L N X V R B N U Q C

THIRD
1. Please with Sugar on Top
2. The Last Frontier
3. One in the Same
4. Just Between Us
5. Think About It
6. Good Till the Last Drop
SECOND: The milkman filled
the three gallon jug, then
emptied the contents into the
five gallon jug. He then filled
the three gallon jug again, and
continued to pour the contents
into the five gallon jug until the
jug was full. The milk remaining in the three gallon jug was
exactly one gallon.
FIRST: Happy Birthday!

“Let us be
silent, that
we may hear
the whisper
of God.”

― Ralph Waldo Emerson

ANNA
DEBORAH
DINAH
ESTHER
EVE

HAGAR
JUDITH
LEAH
MIRIAM
NAOMI

RACHEL
REBEKAH
RUTH
SARA
SUSANNA

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com
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P����� ����� -- W���� ��� �� ���?
“now to him who is able to accomplish far more than all we ask or imagine, by the power at work within
us, to him be glory in the church and in christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.” (ephesians 3:20-21)
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* Due to the construction of their new parish center, Kinsley
will begin their appeal collection in Spring 2018.

Appeal Prayer

Compassionate God,
you are the light of the world.
you give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to shine through us.
Loving God, fill us with the desire

to be with you in all things,
Invite others into your light and love,
and walk with us on our journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our efforts
to unite our Church
as you help us to respond to the

    




 































T

hevitalministries
of the diocese
have already
been enhanced by
pledges and gifts of
more than $9 million.
your gift will provide help to those
young men who want
to answer God’s call
to the priesthood,
to those crying out
in hunger and pain,
to the teachers and
catechists helping
our children understand and love their
Catholic faith.
your sign of love
and generosity impacts the lives of
our Catholic families
more than any of us
can imagine!








 












   
  Collection is

 on-going

the vibrant min istries -- uniting Our
 Church Appeal continues to work to
ward achieving its
 goal of $10 million,
 to serve the minis tries of the Catholic
 diocese of dodge
City.

please consider
  making a heartfelt
 donation to help the
 diocese of dodge
 City achieve this
goal.

the diocese also
 asks for your con tinued prayers as it
 works to serve so
 many people in so
many ways.

thank you to those
  who have offered
 their financial dona tions, and prayerful
support, for this very

important cause.


 



To donate to the vibrant Ministries -- Uniting Our Church Appeal, go to
www.dcdiocese.org/vibrant-ministries, or contact Mark Roth,
mroth@dcdiocese.org, 620-227-1535.

needs of the least among us.
Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with one another,
in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.
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Stewardship Day celebrates Christ in our every day
‘The homeless
among us’
By Charlene Scott-Myers
Special to the Catholic
here are many reasons why people
become homeless, according to Marcie
Smith, director of Family Services for
Catholic Services in Garden City, and a workshop leader at the recent Stewardship Conference in Dodge City.
“The homeless are our friends, our community members,” she said. “Seventy percent of
people live by paycheck to paycheck. Medical
problems can devastate a family. Poverty is
the main reason we see a lot of mental problems.  
“I worked with a lady with mental health
problems, but she told me she couldn’t
come any more [for counseling] because she
couldn’t pay for it.”
Many people have addiction problems, but
no family support, Smith said.
“A lot of people have nobody to call to get
what they need.  It pulls at your heartstrings
to see the homeless who have nothing.
“Do you think there is a problem in Southwest Kansas, where there are people who
have to sleep in their car? In Great Bend, a
lot of the homeless sleep down by the river in
tents.”
Many people who don’t have jobs end up
on the street.  They don’t want to be homeless, but some are too sick to work or lack
proper education to find a job.
“They sometimes are dirty and don’t care
for themselves,” Smith said.  “Others may go
to a gym for free showers.  Some just want
money for drugs and alcohol. One gentleman
was begging all over town, but he had a home.  
We offered him food rather than money.”
The homeless include single men, married
couples, children, and women fleeing abusive
spouses.  There aren’t as many homeless in
small Southwest Kansas towns. “They do not
have as many homeless as the big counties
do,” Smith said.  
There are 30 emergency shelters in Southwest Kansas that offer transitional housing,
and they all fill up when colder weather arrives. “We have 50 or more people on a cold
night,” Smith added.
Sometimes several homeless people pool
their small amount of money and share a
motel room for the night. Renting an apartment in Garden City costs from $500 to $575
monthly. Renting a house costs $850 to $900
in Dodge City, with $700 deposits.
“The homeless need access to housing in a
community, which gives a person a sense of
ownership,” Smith said. “Catholic Charities
offers support services to meet the needs of
homeless persons.”
The homeless are cold, hungry, lonely,
desperate, depressed, and often hopeless,
but Catholic Charities offers help and hope to
them.  
“A place to live gives the homeless safety
and security and a sense of self worth,” Smith
said. “We had a man who was in and out of
jail with alcohol and mental problems. We
were able to put him in a furnished apartment.  He is really trying, and we have seen
so many positive changes in him the past six
months.”

T

Photos by Dave Myers

Participants at the annual Diocesan Stewardship Day in Dodge City started
the event off with a prayer service.

T

he world has become increasingly noisy, whether from the
swarm-like buzzing of social
media, the chatter from Washington
and the daily newsfeed, or the drumdrum-drumming of our own fears.
We need to endeavor to remove
that noise if we want to discover
Christ’s presence in our lives, and
how to act on that presence--in our
home, in our community and in our
church.
Another word for that act of
discovery and its path to action?
“Vibrancy.”
Methods of seeking out vibrancy
in our homes, communities and
parishes were presented Aug. 26 at
the annual Diocesan Stewardship
Day at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Dodge City.
In one workshop, Dominican Sister
June Fitzgerald, OP, spoke of ways to
create in your parish a place of peace
“in an unpeaceful world.”
In another, staff members of
Catholic Charities of Southwest
Kansas laid out the groundwork for
parishes (and parishioners) to help
the poorest of the poor.

Father Jacob Schneider spoke of
the joy and vibrancy of the priesthood. (See an article about Father
Schneider on Page 6.)
Among the other presenters were
Father Robert Schremmer, Eric
Haselhorst, Gentry Heimerman, and
Kayla Gleason and Diana Ramirez,
who addressed vibrancy in the parishes, in the youth, and in the Pastoral Ministry Formation Program.
The day also included Spanish language speakers, including keynote
speaker Alejandra Rojas, Dominican
Sister of Peace Rachel Sena, Matilda
Scheurer (pastoral minister at St. Anthony Parish in Liberal), Ana Gaytan,
and Father Jacob Schneider.
The event included several information booths set up in the gathering
space, and a free lunch for all those
in attendance.
Organized by Director of Stewardship, Eric Haselhorst, the event offers
the diocese a day in which people
from across southwest Kansas come
together to learn about the vibrancy
of their Catholic community, and the
many ways that they can be part of the
celebration of Christ in their midst.

“Your children want to buy you a gift, but
they have no money. So, what do you
do? You give them money! That’s what
God does. I’m nothing without Him!”
-- Diana Ramirez, co-presenter
of the workshop on the Pastoral
Ministry Formation Program
Diana Ramirez shares how the classes presented by the
Pastoral Ministry Formation Program of the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City have affected her life and ministry.  
Ramirez presented the workshop with Kayla Gleason,
who was highlighted in the last issue of the Catholic.

J. Basil Dannebohm, a former Representative
for the 113th District, was one of two keynote
speakers at the annual Diocesan Stewardship
Day in Dodge City.

“As we marvel at the brief period of
darkness during the eclipse, perhaps
we should reflect on the timely symbolism of this extraordinary occurrence. The eclipse will pass quickly,
light will return again and overcome
the darkness. How long will we allow the present darkness plaguing
our world to overshadow the light?
Radicalism, hatred, ethnocentrism,
extreme partisanship, racism, and
violence will only be dissolved by
the bright light of love, peace, acceptance, and understanding that dwells
within the hearts of all humanity.
Indeed, we could learn a valuable
lesson from the eclipse. May it serve
as a reminder that now is the time to
stop staring aimlessly at the darkness and once again embrace the
light. Like the eclipse, may our moments of darkness be brief and rare.”  
-- J. Basil Dannebohm, one of two keynote
speakers at the annual
Diocesan Stewardship Day

