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anD Be graCious to you; the LorD LiFt
uP his CountenanCe uPon you,
anD giVe you PeaCe. -- numbers 6:24-26
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Thank you!
“We have been blessed by your
generosity and sacrifice.”
– Most rev. John B. Brungardt to the people of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City in
response to the results-to-date of the Vibrant Ministries – Uniting Our Church appeal
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This special issue of the Southwest Kansas Catholic is in appreciation
to all those who supported the Vibrant Ministries – Uniting Our
Church appeal, through prayer or ﬁnancial support.
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n the Steier Group’s work across the nation, we experience the uniqueness of each parish and
diocese. Each community is different with its own needs to fulfill and obstacles to overcome.
But there is a function we strive for throughout our appeals: bringing each of our Catholic
communities together to form one church in Christ.
And the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City is no different.
Since our time in the diocese began in January 2016, we’ve seen the Catholics of these 48 parishes come together as one,
united church. From pastors and diocesan leadership to volunteers and donors, many of you have stepped up to address
the important needs facing your community. It is an inspiring sight to behold. And has been a fruitful one as well. This
unification has led to a successful appeal, raising more than $9.3 million to date!
A unified church is important, especially in a diocese with the distinction as the only one in the United States without an
interstate, and with no four-year university or metropolitan city. It would be easy to focus on your individual parish and not
engage in the larger work of the church. But the diocese’s focus on stewardship shows the importance of looking beyond
your immediate community. Through the Vibrant Ministries appeal, Catholics spread across these 28 counties are now
united in support of the church’s greater mission.
Thanks to the generous support of many across the diocese, you are now able to address the most pressing needs in your
community:
• Works of mercy: Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas serves the most vulnerable, providing people with
hope and fulfillment in their lives. With the funds from the appeal, the diocese will be able to support this important initiative as Catholic Charities expands its services. Additionally, the diocese will form and strengthen healthy
marriages by ministering to couples through marriage preparation and enrichment opportunities.
• Faith formation: The spiritual and academic growth of our Catholic faith is important. Enhancements to the
faith formation program will focus on promoting adult formation and the Pastoral Ministry Formation Program in
English and Spanish; Parish School of Religion programs and Catholic schools; continuing formation for catechists,
Catholic school teachers and diocesan staff; and strengthening ministry to youth and young adults.
• Priestly vocations: Priests dedicate their lives in service to the Lord and to the church. The diocese has answered the call to support these important leaders of our Catholic community. Funds will support seminarians,
ongoing formation, care for retired priests, and missionary priests.
A well-run appeal provides many benefits to the individual parishes and the diocese as a whole, including engagement,
developing leadership, and growing support and a sense of community. Those who have shared of their blessings feel more
engaged with the church. New leaders have been found, current leaders have developed new skills and future leaders have
been inspired. This unification presents an opportunity for the diocese to grow its support and continue growing as a
community.
The diocese has had tremendous success so far. But do not lose this momentum, there is still more work to be done. If
you have not yet sent in a decision, please do so. Each and every contribution helps continue the faith development of the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.
It has been a pleasure for our firm to work with this wonderful community in Kansas. The Steier Group is thankful to each
member of the diocese for prayerfully considering a pledge to this important appeal.
With warmest regards and God’s blessing,

Jane Rutter, Jose-Santa Maria and Mike Blum
Jane Rutter, Jose-Santa Maria and Mike Blum
The Steier Group
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A Gra�e��� He��
ore than 4,100 families have opened their
hearts to give alms to the Vibrant Ministries –
Uniting our Church appeal. I am overwhelmed
with the offering and sacrifice of the faithful
of the diocese! These families have shared
their finances toward works of mercy, Catholic faith formation for all ages, and priestly
vocations for the Diocesan Family.

St. Paul reminds us of God’s generosity, which
we are to imitate: “you are being enriched in every way for all
generosity, which through us produces thanksgiving to god” (2
Corinthians 9:11). Thank you! Thanks be to God!
These donations will benefit Catholic Charities, which daily assists those in need; will assist the Catholic faith formation in
our six diocesan schools and the many parish school of religion
programs; will fund tuition for our five seminarians (God willing,
future priests); will assist on-going formation for our priests; and
many other needs.
Thank you! We have been blessed by your generosity and sacrifice. For those still considering a gift – your alms will be most
welcome and appreciated. Praise be to God!

U� c�r�z�� a�ra�e�id�

M

as de 4100 familias han abierto sus corazones para dar su limosna a la Petición Ministerios Vibrantes: Uniendo
a Nuestra Iglesia. ¡No puedo contener mi emoción por tan grande ofrecimiento y sacrificio por parte de los
fieles de la diócesis! Estas familias han compartido sus finanzas hacia las obras de misericordia, formación en la
fe católica para todas las edades, y vocaciones sacerdotales para la Familia Diocesana. San Pablo nos recuerda la
generosidad de Dios, la cual debemos imitar: “sean ricos en todo, den con generosidad, y nosotros lo transformaremos en acciones de gracias a Dios” (2 Corintios 9:11). ¡Gracias! ¡Gracias a Dios!
Estas donaciones beneficiaran a Caridades Católicas, que a diario ayudan a personas en necesidad; también beneficiaran a la formación en la fe católica en nuestras seis escuelas diocesanas y a los varios programas de educación
religiosa en las parroquias; proveerán fondos para pagar la matrícula de nuestros cinco seminaristas (con el favor de
Dios, futuros sacerdotes); beneficiaran a la formación continua de nuestros sacerdotes; y muchas otras necesidades
más. Estamos bendecidos por su generosidad y sacrificio. Para aquellos que todavía están considerando dar un
regalo – su limosna será bienvenida y agradecida. ¡Gracias! ¡Gloria a Dios!

+ Most rev. John B. Brungardt
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City
September 3, 2017
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Pastoral Ministry Formation Program

Placing trust in God’s time

U

nder a partly cloudy sky and amid a gently
blowing breeze, Kayla Gleason of Offerle
and her daughter, Rylee, 16, parked Rylee’s
pickup truck in a wheat field near Kinsley.
Off in the distance, Kayla’s husband, Scott, their
son, Cole 14, and father-in-law, Ronnie, drove
their three lumbering vehicles toward the two as
Kayla opened a cooler on the back of the pickup.
As the five retrieved their lunch sacks--Cole and
Ronnie taking them back to their vehicles to eat
while they work--it wasn’t difficult to see where
the devotions of Kayla Gleason lie.
She is the mother of four; a wife and farmer;
and a working devotee of Christ’s church that is
the center of her faith.
She’s got a full schedule.
Five years ago, her schedule was even more
hectic; she was serving as a secretary at St. Nicholas Church in Kinsley; her children ranged in age
from 9 to 17; she taught PSR classes; and she was
an invaluable support to her husband in operating their farm.
Yet, when urged by Coleen Stein, associate director of Pastoral Ministry Formation, to commit
to four years of Saturday morning and Wednesday evening classes as a student of the Pastoral
Ministry Formation program--earning a degree in
pastoral ministry formation--she replied, “Okay!”
Well ... eventually.
“I didn’t think I would have time with four kids
and a farm to help run,” Gleason said. “I told her
I thought I would be interested after the kids get
out of college.”
That’s when Stein said something that hit
home with Gleason. What did Stein tell Gleason
that changed her mind?
“Coleen said that a good reason to take the
classes while the kids are young was so that I
could teach them during their formative years,”
Gleason explained. “And she was right.”
As secretary at St. Nicholas Parish, Gleason realized that she wanted to learn more about the
Church that she served.
“I was involved in every area of our parish, and I
wanted more of an understanding of the different
areas I was serving,” she said. “I went ahead and
enrolled in the classes. I just learned so much.”
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Kayla Gleason, left, attended Pastoral Ministry Formation classes
through the Interactive Television
system. Participants from across
the diocese can attend classes
at one of several ITV locations,
where the instructor can see and
hear the student, regardless of
where they are attending.

ITV Locations:
Dodge City
Hennessy Hall Room 26,
Newman U
Western Center,
236 San Jose Drive
Garden City
St. Mary Center,
510 N. 12th
Basement SW corner
Great Bend
St. Rose Auditorium, 1424
Baker Avenue
South East Room

Liberal
St. Anthony School, 1510
North Calhoun
Pratt
Sacred Heart Church
basement,
338 North Oak
Ness City
Sacred Heart School
lunchroom,
510 S. School Street
Scott City
St. Joseph, 1006 South
Main Street
South East Room

Sharon
St. Boniface Parish
Center, 406 Main
North West Room
Syracuse
Hamilton County
Library, 102 W.
Avenue C
Ulysses
Pioneer
Communications,
120 W. Kansas Ave.
Downstairs Video
Conference Room
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Four years after Stein spoke
to Gleason, in the Spring of
2016 she graduated from the
Pastoral Ministry Program with
a degree in pastoral ministry
formation.
Since graduating, she’s become head of the parish liturgy
council. She oversees “art and
environment,” which provides
proper church decor relative to
the specific feast day or celebration.
“I explain to the [other members of the council] why we
decorate in this color, why we
have flowers at one celebration
and not at another.
“Knowing what’s behind the
history makes it so much easier
to be in charge of that.”
Decorating the church is a
small part of her overall duties,
which include answering to
anyone in the congregation
when their pastor, Father John
Strasser, is out of town. She
always was a valuable contributor to the life of her church,
but upon graduating, her new
knowledge and skills made her
an invaluable resource to the
parish, and Father Strasser.
Gleason is not stopping with
her studies. She continues to
work with Stein and the Pastoral Ministry Formation program
to earn a certification in Liturgy.
Was it a challenge to balance the classes with her busy
schedule?
“Not as much as I thought
it was going to be,” said the
Dodge City native. “My husband Scott was very supportive.
He helped with the children. He
knew how important it was to
me. And I have a lot of family in
the area.
“I really enjoyed the classes,”
Gleason added. “I can’t imagine
what it would have been like
had I not taken them. I don’t
know what I would be doing
right now.”

September 3, 2017

How will the appeal aid the Pastoral Ministry Formation Program?
• Provides scholarships for those facing financial challenges.
• Provides financial support to bring in guest speakers/instructors.
• Supports the ITV (Interactive Television) infrastructure, including upgrades.
• Provides support for instructors/speakers for Spanish-language program.

Kayla Gleason
and her daughter, Rylee, 16,
deliver lunch to
Kayla’s husband,
Scott, her son,
Cole 14, and
father-in-law,
Ronnie (center,
left) during the
wheat harvest
north of Kinsley.
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Open Adoption

Replacing anonymity with empowerment
How will
the appeal
support
adoption?
• The Vibrant
Ministries
-- Uniting Our
Church appeal
supports the
many works
of mercy by
Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas,
including
their efforts
in helping
parents who
are seeking to
adopt a child,
as well as
providing
guidance for
those individuals seeking adoptive
parents.
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rianna was sweet 16 when Roberto “Beto”
Morales walked into Burger King and into her
life.
Seventeen years later, the couple, who will be
married 10 years in December, held their infant
child—their first—whom they adopted through the
Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas Infant Adoption Program.
“This is Julian,” Brianna said as she cuddled the
8-week-old child. After a time she handed the child
to her husband, Beto, next to her on the couch.
“I was scared of carrying the baby,” Beto said as
he held the baby like a seasoned pro. “I’m a big guy,
and he’s so tiny. But when he arrived, it just came
naturally.”
A few moments later, as Brianna continued her
interview with the SKC, Beto gently carried Julian to
the nursery to change his diaper.
“We worked together at Burger King,” Brianna
said with a smile from the couples’ home in Garden
City. “We dated for seven years. We went through
high school and college before we got married.”
Brianna, 32, is a radiology supervisor at St. Catherine Hospital, while Beto, 33, works as a draftsman at Kanamak Hydraulics.
“We talked about children for a long time,” she
said.
When it became apparent that the couple was
having difficulty conceiving a child, they began
fertility treatments. Eventually they turned to the
Catholic Charities Infant Adoption Program, the
same agency used by Brianna’s parents when they
adopted three of Brianna’s seven siblings.
They attended classes to learn about the open
adoption system used by Catholic Charities. The
system allows the birth mother and/or father to be
known to the child and to be a part of the child’s
life. There are no mysteries, no long searches for a
child’s birth parentage when the child is older.
“We had an extensive interview with our caseworker [Lori Titsworth, LBSW, an Adoption Social Worker with Catholic Charities of Southwest
Kansas], talking about the time when we were a
twinkle in our parents’ eyes up until now,” Brianna
explained. “We learned how to talk to a child about
their adoption; we received finance coaching.”
The couple also had to undergo a Kansas Bureau
of Investigation background check. The entire, very
stringent, process is designed to ensure that the
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child is entering a safe and healthy home.
Finally, once the couple was approved by Catholic Charities to adopt, they placed their profile on
the Catholic Charities website: http://catholiccharitiesswks.org/services/adoption/our-waiting-families.
Through the website, birth parents are able to
learn about, and then choose the adoptive parents
they wish for their child. The only determining factor regarding how long it will take to be chosen as
adoptive parents is the specificity of the perspective parents.
“They can choose its race, boy or girl, whether or
not they would accept a baby with an illness. That
can make the search take longer.
“We just said we wanted a baby,” Brianna said
with a laugh.
Still, “They told us it could be a week or a couple
of years,” Brianna explained.
Turned out, it wouldn’t take a couple of years. In
fact, the couple received word only one week after
they placed their profile online.
“We were in shock,” Brianna said.
“We got the call around 7 a.m. that he had been
born around 6:33 that morning,” Beto added.
In addition to that significant miracle is the fact
that the call could have come from anywhere in the
United States. The couple was fully prepared to reserve an immediate flight to Arizona, Rhode Island,
or wherever the birth parents might happen to be.
Instead? The birth mother was at St. Catherine
Hospital ... the same hospital in which Brianna is
employed—a five minute drive from the couple’s
home.
“That was amazing!” Brianna said.
The couple’s familiarity with the hospital eliminated some of their nervousness. They met the
birthmother—who, these few weeks later they are
still getting to know—and little Julian, with whom
they stayed at the hospital for two days.
“We celebrated by buying four cartloads of baby
things,” Brianna said.
About the birth-mother, there was little said. Not
because there are any secrets in an open adoption;
it’s just that they want that part of the story to be
Julian’s story, to tell when he chooses—after he
discovers it for himself.
That part of the story, thankfully, will be no great
mystery for the young Julian.
Southwest Kansas Catholic
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once heard of a boy who could not say
“Thank You.”

He was polite enough, of course, and
the words would be on his lips when
social convention required them. But
they were on his lips only. They did not
come from his heart.

roberto “Beto” and Brianna Morales hold their
adopted son, Julian.
Here is a letter from the couple that was included with
their proﬁle on the Catholic Charities website, prior to
the adoption of their child.

Dear Birth Parents,
H

ow do we begin to write a love letter to two people whom we have never met, yet have already
stolen our hearts? It’s hard to describe all of the love
and emotions we feel through the word adoption. We
cannot begin to imagine what you must be feeling,
thinking and experiencing right now. Our hearts break
with you as you face the task of making life-changing
decisions for you and your child. We know that the
happiest day of our lives might very well be the hardest of yours. As you face this difficult decision, please
know that you are covered in prayer and love by two
strangers who would be blessed to meet you and your
little one. Also, if you so choose, we would be honored to be a part of this journey with you. Thank you
for taking time to learn a little bit about us. We would
love the opportunity to meet you and discuss the future of a child we will both love unconditionally.
With love,

Roberto and Brianna
September 3, 2017

In his heart of hearts, whatever anyone said
to him, whatever anyone gave to him, all that he
really took for granted. It was owed to him. He
was entitled to it. It was his right. All these things
he secretly felt. So, he did not have to say “Thank
You.”
Deep down, he could not get it into his head
that “all” about him, beginning, food, family, love,
challenge, education … that everything about
him, was “gift.” From his conception to his natural
death, none of it was owed him. He was Gift. Life
was Gift.
When you can’t get that right, there is something wrong deep down where the fundamental
pieces of you come together. It’s almost as though
we all arrive in a bright and shiny box, bearing a
stunning photograph of what’s inside, and bearing
also, in tiny print, the dread words, “some assembly required.” Much can go wrong in the long,
slow, assembly of childhood. As it did with this
hapless child, it seems.
As it did not do with the girls and the boys,
priests and lay persons, of the Diocese of Dodge
City. We are happy today, all of us, with the bright
gift of the Vibrant Ministries effort. And we can, in
our heart of hearts, say “Thank You.”

Photos and stories in this special issue by Dave Myers
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OWLER -- A team of four college students
and three team members stand under the
shade of the front porch of a decades-old
house, brushing thick paint onto the walls.
A few blocks away, more students and team
leaders are busy packing the contents of two
homes into a U-Haul trailer. The homeowners
had recently lost a daughter who lived down
the street. She suddenly and unexpectedly
died, leaving her parents grief stricken and
unable to live within sight of their beloved
daughter’s former home.
The college students would serve at other
homes throughout the week, painting, gardening, repairing, being examples of Christ.
Then, a few weeks later, team leaders would
oversee a third and fourth project with another
group of high school students, this time in
Jetmore.
This is “Prayer and Action”, a program of
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City that sends
young people to work for people in need in
“their own back yard.”
The first “Prayer and Action” (although
that wasn’t its name back then) took place in
Garden City around 2000 and was organized
by Sister Janice Thome, OP, and Lea Ann Scott,
who created a five-day work-camp--a working
retreat for students.
Gail Hammerschmidt, one of the first students to attend the work-camp/retreat, later
became Father Hammerschmidt, and took
the program to the Diocese of Salina, calling
it “Prayer and Action.” It was later adopted in
the Diocese of Wichita, and the Archdiocese of
Kansas City.
The youth attend Mass, they work, they engage with local people, and in the evening they
pray. And share. And relax.
“Our daughter died in December,” said
Debbie Mantzey, who, with her husband Tom
helped several young people pack up their
house to move. “Seeing our daughter’s house
ever day was like pouring salt in our wounds.
It’s a reminder of what we don’t have anymore.
“The kids have literally been a God-send. We
couldn’t have done it without them.
“It’s great for the grandkids, too,” Mantzey
said as a little boy passed a soccer ball to Molly
McNeil of Wichita. “While I’ve been stressing
out, they’ve been playing with the grandkids.
“They are wonderful,” she said of the youth.
8
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TOP (left to right) Painting a home
in Fowler are: Layke heimerman,
18, of halstead; team leader Brittany gleason, 22, of Kinsley; rileigh
greathouse, 19, of garden City;
Claire Kirkland, 19, of Valley Center;
nichole Diederich, 19, of hoover,
Ks; and team leader hannah heinz,
20, of Flower.
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how will the Vibrant Ministries appeal
support youth and young adult programs?
• Prayer and Action service projects for high
school and colleges students to personally experience Jesus’ call to care for those in need
throughout the diocese’s 28 counties.
• Connecting teens with major events such as
Teens Encounter Christ, junior and high school
rallies, Totus Tuus, and the National Catholic
youth Conference.
• Supporting and assisting parish youth
ministry.
• Reaching out to the young adults attending the five community colleges around the
Diocese.
Mae, the young girl pictured at bottom, made this
drawing for Lucas roths, one of the youth volunteers.

Below, right: Helping Debbie and Tom Mantzey (left) and their
grandchildren Daeron (in glasses), Ryan (holding sign), Mae (next
to Ryan) and Thea (being held at left) pack up their belongs are (left
to right) Lucas Roths, 19, Andrew Lower, 20, Molly McNeil, 19, Kade
Megaﬃn, 22, Kyra Holmes, 19, Jordan Smith, 20, Erica Heeke, 19,
and (below, left, holding Thea) Konnor Dugan, 19.
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T
here are two vital forms of service when
it comes to supporting our seminarians:
prayer and finance.
The value of the prayerful support shown
again and again by the people of southwest
Kansas cannot be over-estimated.
As for financial support? At approximately
$38,000 per seminarian, per year, your help
is deeply appreciated, to say the least.
Your prayers, your cards, and your financial support are not taken for granted by our
seminarians.
John stang, 27, Pre-theology ii
st. John Vianney, Denver
“I really appreciate all the cards that we
get,” said John Stang. “We get a lot of cards
from people that have monetary contributions, prayers; around Christmastime people
offer Masses for us. And everyone’s very appreciative of that. It’s very edifying to have
people who are willing to really reach out
to support us, most of whom have probably
never met us on a personal level. It’s great
to know that we have all that support from
all over the diocese.”
As for the financial support, he said, “It’s
really nice not have to worry about that. It’s
just really generous on the diocese’s part,
especially in the last several years as the
economy has struggled off and on. That’s
really nice.”
eric Frieb, 20, Pre-theology i
Conception Seminary, Conception, Mo.
“It’s honestly very humbling,” said Eric
Frieb. “For those people to rally around the
cause for the sake of supporting seminarians is very humbling and very supportive.
“When parishioners say that we’re praying for you, we have your back, it’s very encouraging. For a lot of seminarians, they say
that’s what keeps them going. The support
of their people, it keeps them on the right
path, focused. It’s a reminder of why you’re
here; It’s not only so I can be blessed and
have my hands bathed in oil and all that. It’s
not just for me, it’s for them as well.”

Austin Habash, 24, Pre-Theology I
st. John Vianney, Denver
Austin Habash, who is in his second year
of studies, said that “It’s absolutely inspiring
that the parishioners across the different
parishes and the diocese would sacrifice in
charity, whether spiritually or in monetary
ways for us, most of whom we have probably never met, and also for some of us
who, God willing, will be a priest, but whom
may never be their priest. It’s a real witness
of Christ’s love in our diocese.”
esteban hernandez, 38, spirituality year
Conception Seminary, Conception, Mo.
“Their support is a big blessing for me,”
Esteban Hernandez said. “The people of
the diocese are a gift. I know a lot of people
make this money with very hard work. I am
very grateful and thankful to the people for
sharing with us seminarians. I can’t find the
words to thank all these people who are
sharing their gifts from God.
“Their prayers for me are powerful. I
can’t do this only by myself. Thanks to all
these people from our diocese, their pray,
they support us all, they send a letter. This
encourages me. They encourage me to keep
going. Sometimes I feel down, but when I
receive a letter, I feel and know people are
praying for me, they give me power to keep
going.”
tyler saucedo, 26, spirituality year
st. John Vianney, Denver
“Grateful is probably the word I’d use,”
said Tyler Saucedo. “I’m very grateful to
have this opportunity, thanks to the donations of individuals and everyone who
gives. When they’re contributing to Vibrant
Ministries, they know it’s going right to the
diocese. The diocese can then invest back in
itself. It’s kind of a building -- everyone helping each other build a stronger [diocese].
I know our diocese is pretty blessed to be
able give this opportunity to young men. I
know they’d love to give more!”

Pictured top to bottom are: John Stang, Eric Frieb, Austin Habash,
esteban hernandez, and tyler saucedo

How will funds from the appeal help seminarians?
• Seminarian Education – tuition, room and board
• seminarian support – health insurance

How will the Vibrant Ministries appeal funds be used?
By Dan Stremel
Finance Officer

T

he case statement distributed during the Vibrant Ministries appeal identifies the three ministry categories of the appeal – Works of Mercy, Faith Formation, and Priestly Vocations, with a goal for each and an overall financial goal of $10
million. Ongoing discussions over the past few years with the Diocesan Finance Council and other consultative bodies
have provided guidance in establishing these goals, as well as having input from many during the planning study phase.
While the overall goal has not yet been achieved, through your generosity and almsgiving, we are moving closer to that
goal each day.
To date, 56 gifts totaling $88,413 have been designated for Faith Formation, 380 gifts totaling $958,077 have been designated for Priestly Vocations, 104 gifts totaling $139,141 have been designated to Works of Mercy, 83 gifts totaling
$311,760 have been designated as split gifts among the 3 categories, and 3,938 gifts totaling $7,625,150 are undesignated.
Some gifts have been designated for a particular ministry or area of ministry such as Catholic schools, seminarian education, priest retirement, etc..., and all of the funds raised from these designations have been allocated to that particular
purpose. As the statistics indicate, the majority of gifts have been received as undesignated and will be committed to
providing funding for approximately 26 specific line item ministry initiatives that comprise the $10 million goal.
Funding needs for the various ministries have been projected for the next five fiscal years and are budgeted to utilize $4.5
million of the funds raised over that period of time. The remaining amount, based on the current pledge totals will be prudently and conservatively invested to provide additional income to support ministry needs that have already been identified. For example, continuing to support seminarian education and priest continuing education beyond the next five years
is a priority and VMA funds will continue to be utilized for these important ministry initiatives.
In the current fiscal year, grants for the six Catholic elementary schools, the cost of seminary education for our five seminarians, a grant of $100,000 to the Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund, and an increase of $36,000 in support of Catholic
Charities have been allocated. Additionally, support agreements with partner dioceses and religious orders from throughout the world who have graciously shared their priests who serve 21 of our diocesan parishes will be allocated from these
resources.
Several other areas of ministry have been included in the budget and will receive funding from the VMA funds with Pastoral Ministry Formation in English and Spanish, Marriage, Family Life and Natural Family Planning, PSR curriculum, and
Youth and Young Adult Ministry initiatives being specifically identified.
With the majority of funds now having been pledged, discussions with various staff and parish leaders are taking place
about how best to achieve ministry goals with the financial support of the VMA funds It is anticipated that funding needs
for some ministries will be accelerated over the next five years which will affect the invested funds.
A full VMA appeal report indicating all funds received and all funds distributed will be published in the diocesan newspaper
each fiscal year after the records are audited. The budgeted allocations to ministry initiatives will be included each year in
the chancery office budget, also published annually in the diocesan newspaper.
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IT‛S ABOUT COMPASSION
12

“It’s a ministry of
honoring human
potential through
service, advocacy
,
and invitation, in
the spirit of the
Gospel.”
WORKS OF MERCY

Each year, Catholic Charities helps nearly 4,000 people adopt children,
recover from addictions, form healthy relationships, give birth to health babies, feed the hungry, move from homelessness into housing, take classes,
get jobs and achieve goals. The Vibrant Ministries – Uniting Our Church
appeal will help Catholic Charities expand its services and respond to Jesus’
call to help “the least among us”.
ContaCtS
Go to: http://catholiccharitiesswks.org, or call 620-227-1562 (Dodge City);
620-272-0010 (Garden City); 620-792-1393 (Great Bend)

MARRIAGE

A priority of the diocese is to form
and strengthen healthy marriages
by ministering to couples through
Engaged Encounters, marriage
preparation, Natural Family Planning, education, and marriage enrichment opportunities.
ContaCtS
Father Ted Skalsky, tedsky59@
gmail.com, 620-873-2003, www.
dcdiocese.org/marriage-family-life
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YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS

Stregthening the faith of our youth and young adults
is vital to the growth of our Church, through programs
such as: TEC (Teens Encounter Christ); High School
Youth Rally; Junior High Youth Rally; Summer Camp;
Totus Tuus; Prayer and Action; National Catholic Youth
Conference; the Youth Council; SKYAC; Thirsting 4 Theology; Summer Missions; and Companion Camp.
ContaCtS
youth: Adam Urban, aurban@dcdiocese.org, 620-2271540 young aDuLts: Gentry Heimerman, Gheimerman@dcdiocese.org, 620-227-1550. Both: Carleigh
Albers, calbers@dcdiocese.org, 620-227-1546
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PRIESTS

The Appeal’s success means that the diocese will be able to further
support ongoing formation for priests, care for retired priests, and
help and support missionary priests.
ContaCtS
Father Wesley Schawe, pastor@dodgecitycathedral.com, 620-225-4802

HISPANIC MINISTRIES

The fastest growing community in
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City is
served through a number of vibrant
ministries: Arco Iris, Encuentro, and a
wealth of others.
ContaCtS
Sister Angela Erevia, MCDP, aerevia@
dcdiocese.org, 620-227-1542

SEMINARIANS

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

The Appeal will go toward establishing a tuition assistance fund to encourage Catholic
school enrollment of children whose families cannot aﬀord full tuition.
ContaCtS
Trina Delgado, tdelgado@gckschools.org,
620-227-1513

Funds raised from the appeal will help oﬀset
the $38,000 per year it costs the diocese for
each of our ﬁve current seminarians. They
will assist with tuition, room and board, and
health care coverage.
ContaCtS
Father Wesley Schawe, pastor@dodgecity
cathedral.com, 620-225-4802

FAITH FORMATION

The diocese provides programs for
the people of Southwest Kansas, including: Pastoral Ministry Formation;
Parish School of Religion (PSR); and
continuing formation for catechists,
school teachers and diocesan staﬀ.
ContaCtS
Coleen Stein, cstein@dcdiocese.org,
620-227-1538

What is your favorite vibrant ministry?
September 3, 2017
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lease consider these ways to continue giving generously to the Vibrant Ministries of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City:
Consider a pledge over a 3-year period • Payments can be made on a monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual basis • Gifts
can be made in cash, check, automatic deduction, or credit card payable to the Vibrant Ministries Appeal • To make gifts of stock,
mutual funds, IRA’s, grains or other investments, please contact Mark Roth at (620) 227-1535 • Please note that contributions to
the appeal are tax-deductable as provided by law.

Budgeting your gift

What can I
give back
to God?

Budgeting your gift over a three-year period maximizes the total amount of your support. This
commitment can be fulfilled through monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments.

Suggested Gift Plans

TOTAL 3-YEAR
ALMSGIVING

MONTHLY

$40,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$7,500
$5,000
$3,600
$2,500
$1,100

$1,000
$750
$635
$500
$375
$250
$188
$125
$90
$63
$31

A vacation, fast
food, expensive
coﬀee, home
remodeling, a
new vehicle?

QUARTERLY
$3,000
$2,250
$1,875
$1,500
$1,125
$750
$563
$270
$188
$92

SEMI-ANNUAL

ANNUAL

$6,000
$4,500
$3,750
$3,000
$2,250
$1,500
$1,125
$750
$540
$375
$183

$12,000
$9,000
$7,500
$6,000
$4,500
$3,000
$2,250
$1,500
$1,080
$750
$367

SPIRITUAL LIFE
CENTER AD
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Priests and retirement;

a contradiction in terms

how does the
diocese support its
retired priests?

Father Jim Baker, JCL, celebrates Mass in his home chapel in garden City. Despite having been oﬃcially retired for nearly a decade, Father Baker’s duties are many.

G

ARDEN CITY – “Retirement” is
a funny word when it comes to
priests. After all, a priest never
stops being a priest.
Just ask Father Jim Baker, JCL.
Each Wednesday Father Baker
celebrates Mass in the St. Catherine
Hospital chapel. On most other days he
celebrates Mass in his home chapel, and
often on weekends, in parishes across
the diocese.
He has taught classes for the Pastoral
Ministry Formation Program.
Since the mid-70s, he has been
involved in the Boy Scouts, serving as a
member of the executive board of the
Santa Fe Trail Council, BSA. He is the
recipient of the Silver Beaver award, the
highest honor bestowed by the Scouts.
But what keeps the priest busiest
these days has to do with the initials
after his name: JCL, Juris Canonici
Licentiate. Father Baker is a canon
lawyer and serves as a judge for the
tribunal of the Diocese of Dodge City.
He is the only tribunal judge serving in
the diocese.
September 3, 2017

This means he decides cases brought
to the marriage tribunal by parties
petitioning to have a previous marriage
annulled.
But even these cases are few in
number compared to those he faces as
a judge for the Tribunal of the Archdiocese For The Military Services, USA.,
where he hears cases brought by parties
serving in the military.
“I’ve done hundreds and hundreds
of cases,” said Father Baker. “I get way
more work from the military archdiocese. I just completed one that was particularly difficult. Military deployments
have tremendous impacts on a marriage,
even an otherwise healthy marriage.
“One couple was apart for a year and
a half while a spouse was on deployment. They have five kids. When he
returned, he had to relearn how to be a
husband and a dad.”
Did someone say “retired”?
“I’m not bored,” he said, matter-offactly. “I never have been.”
Like anyone of any vocation, Father
Baker’s life in retirement depended a

• Provides Medicare and
supplemental health
insurance premiums.
• Dental expense
reimbursement.
• Prescription drug
reimbursement.
• Long term care and
assisted care living expenses
• Retreats and continuing
education expenses.
• the Diocesan Priests’
Retirement Fund (DPRF)
provides a monthly pension
for all of the retired,
incardinated priests.

great deal on the savings he accrued.
“It’s awfully hard,” he admitted. “I
was able to buy and furnish a home
going into retirement almost entirely
because of an inheritance I received
from my parents. The Vibrant Ministries – Uniting our Church appeal is so
important in helping with expenses.
“The diocese helps pay our drug
bills, which are so expensive. Every six
months I send a receipt to Dan Stremel,
diocese finance officer, who sends me a
check. The diocese reimburses me for
generic drugs. That’s a big help.”
“We’re living longer,” he added. “If
there is any cause in the diocese that
people will respond to well, it’s the retirement or health needs of the priests.
They want to know that our priests are
being taken care of....”
“The retired priests,” said Bishop
John Brungardt, “have been celebrating
Mass, hearing confessions, anointing
the sick, confirmation, baptism for these
decades and decades for you and your
family. ... Thank you for your support for
our retired priests.”
Southwest Kansas Catholic 15
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T

he Catholic Diocese of Dodge City and the Steier Group wish to offer their sincere appreciation to the Appeal honorary co-chairs, executive committee, priest committee, parish
appeal committees and the hundreds of volunteers who have given of their time, talent
and treasure.
With their commitment and that of thousands of others who have generously shared their alms,
the appeal is meeting with great success.
“I am very grateful to our hard working committees in this diocesan effort: the leadership team,
the executive committee, the honorary co-chairs, the priest committee; all with the assistance of
our Development Director Mark Roth, and our Development Counsel from the Steier Group, Jane
Rutter, our diocesan staff, and many others,” Bishop John Brungardt wrote in his column back when
the appeal began.
Eighteen months later, the bishop’s heartfelt belief that “you and your family will prayerfully
consider sacrificial almsgiving to the appeal” is meeting with great success, proving the generosity
of the people of God of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.

Courtesy photo

Jose Manuel and Maria
isabel sanchez

Courtesy photo

Joan and gerald Vogel

A����� L���������

ron eakes

Most rev. John B. Brungardt, Bishop

honorary Co-Chairs

Priest Committee

Rev. Reginald Urban, Chair
Rev. Robert Schremmer, Vice Chair
Rev. John Maes, Honorary Member
Most Rev. Ronald Gilmore, Bishop Emeritus
Rev. Don Bedore
Executive Committee
Rev. Bernard Felix
Ron Eakes, Co-Chair
Rev. John Forkuoh
Jose Manuel and Maria Isabel Sanchez, Co-Chairs
Rev.
Charles Seiwert
Norma Alvarez
Rev.
Ted Skalsky
Bill and Ruth Baalmann
Maurice Bleumer
Development Oﬃce
Joe Gleason
Mark Roth, Director
Luis and Catalina Guzmán
Trish Keller
Greg and Regina Lix
Development Counsel
Adan and Maria Monarrez
E. Jane Rutter, CFRE
Ignacio Ortiz
Steier Group
Deacon Oscar and Marta Rodriguez
Duane Tasset
Farrel and Mary Ellen Bleumer
Thelma C. “Toke” Heiman
Gerald and Joan Vogel
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Mary ellen and Farrel Bleumer
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Tithing and Almsgiving the Lord’s Plan for Us

A

s your bishop, I am responsible for teaching the fullness of the Catholic Faith
without omitting anything. Finances are
one of the most difficult areas for us to deal with
much less feel comfortable discussing. We may
even want to overlook the Lord’s teaching on
money. However, Jesus openly told His apostles,
disciples, and faithful that “You cannot serve
God and wealth” (Luke 16:13). What is the Lord
saying about money to you and me? Hopefully,
the questions I address below will help shed
some light on the Lord’s teaching.
-- Bishop John

“God’s
fundamental
message is
love. We
share our
financial
resources
because we
love. This is
a giving love,
an unconditional love,
a sacrificial
love.”
-- Bishop John

Bishop John, what’s with
tithing; isn’t that just for the
Old Testament folks?
Not at all! “Of everything you give me, I will
faithfully return a tenth part to you” (Genesis
28:22). This verse starts with God’s gracious
generosity. He gives us everything: our very
lives, the food we eat, the air we breathe, our
families, our faith. And, through our employment, he also gives us financial means.
He calls us to faithfully return a tenth part,
10 percent, to Him. This is called a tithe. In the
Old Testament days, this was done after the
harvest, as a tenth part of the crop was given
to the temple. Today, it is normally a check, a
bank withdrawal, or cash each Sunday in the
collection basket.

That is well and good, but in today’s
world, I find this tithing idea just
plain old-fashioned and personally
impossible. Thoughts?
God calls us to holiness. The Lord desires
that we be saints. He doesn’t give us tasks that
are impossible. But, we need to always call on
Him for help. Fundamentally, this is a matter
of finding and putting God’s will first in our
lives. Priorities. Conversion. Money should be
integrated into our spiritual lives, not treated
as something separate.
Tithing may strain a budget at first. I suggest

18
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starting with a smaller amount than 10 percent,
and faithfully share that each week or month.
Next year, increase your commitment. In no
time, you will be generously sharing with the
Lord 10% of your gross income. We give a
much higher percentage each month to the
government; what do we give to God? We
ask the Lord to assist us to not give reluctantly
or half-heartedly, since “God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

Bishop John, we are in the middle of
the Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting our
Church Appeal. You call the Appeal
almsgiving versus tithing. What is
the difference?
Jesus said: “Give alms … for where your
treasure is, there also will your heart be” (Luke
12:33-34). Almsgiving directs us to give to a
specific need: a parish building project, a natural
disaster relief fund, a food pantry for the poor,
etc. Thus our Vibrant Ministries appeal is asking
for alms for works of mercy (including Catholic
Charities and family life), Catholic faith formation for all ages, and priestly vocations. This
almsgiving is above-and-beyond our tithing in
the offertory basket, thus it is a call to an extra
sacrifice, an extra generosity.

Bishop John, there are a lot of
suffering folks out there: natural
disasters, unemployment, health
concerns, family crises. I wonder
about Vibrant Ministries as we face
all this. Thoughts?
Yes, there are many families who are suffering
financially and in other ways. God is with them.
We ask the Lord how we can assist them. Each
of us may be in this position at some time in our
lives. When I was a teen, my family experienced
a significant fire on our farm, and in my 20s I
owned a failing business. Despite these setbacks,
I have financially helped my family in medical
and financial crises throughout the years.
Other families are doing well financially. They
Southwest Kansas Catholic

have the means to significantly share their
resources with the parish, the diocese, and
other local, national, and international
charities. The Vibrant Ministries Appeal
has received generous and sacrificial gifts
of all amounts from more than 4,100 of
our diocesan families.
Through works of mercy, including
Catholic Charities, the Vibrant Ministries
Appeal will directly help families who are
struggling. Donations will help members
of our church family and community to
“adopt children, recover from addictions,
form healthy relationships, give birth to
healthy babies, feed the hungry, move
from homelessness into housing, take
classes, get jobs and achieve goals” (from
VMA brochure). In addition, we have
added “wildfire relief” to these works of
mercy goal, to help families devastated
by this local disaster.

Bishop John, why did you
suggest a specific amount in
your letter for us to prayerfully
consider?
MY REQUEST to each family in the diocese is based on another Biblical principle:
proportionate sharing. “as each has received a gift, use it to serve one another
as good stewards of god’s varied grace”
(1 Peter 4:10). We each receive different
financial gifts, depending on our education, experience, talent, work ethic, type
of employment, etc. God calls us to share
our gifts proportionately. In other words,
folks with higher incomes are to share
higher amounts while those with lower
incomes are to give less. Simply put, “give
alms in proportion to what you own”
(Tobit 4:8).

Bishop John, why do you think
the Lord gives us these teachings about money?
GOD’S fundamental message is love.
We share our financial resources because we love. This is a giving love, an
unconditional love, a sacrificial love. We
are called to reach out to the hungry,
thirsty, ill-clothed, imprisoned, stranger,
and sick with compassion (cf. Matthew
25:31-46).
Letting go of some of our money is to
let go of the material, and leave more
room for the spiritual. Again, “you cannot
serve god and wealth” (Luke 16:13). It is
in money matters that we express our own
will, and willfulness. To submit that to the
Lord is not only needed in itself, but also
can result in our being open to the Lord’s
will for us in many other ways.

You have opened my eyes to
several teachings of the Lord
regarding money. Any final
words of wisdom for me?
TAKE this to prayer. These teachings
do not come from your pastor, or me, or
Pope Francis. Teachings on the proper role
of money in our lives come from God in
His Sacred Word. I suggest you take this
article to church, sit before the Blessed
Sacrament, and ask Jesus for understanding, guidance, humility, and courage. Take
strength from our sacramental life: the
Eucharist and confession. Trust in our
Gentle Lord, He loves you so much!

“Letting go of some of our
money is to let go of the
material, and leave more
room for the spiritual.”

Appeal Prayer
Compassionate God,
you are the light of the
world. You give us your Son
to illuminate our path,
and the Holy Spirit to
shine through us.
Loving God, ﬁll us
with the desire
to be with you in all things,
Invite others into your
light and love,
and walk with us on our
journey to holiness.
Merciful God, bless our eﬀorts
to unite our Church
as you help us to
respond to the
needs of the least among us.
Form our faith and
strengthen priestly vocations.
May we generously
share our gifts with
one another,
in the name of
Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Vibrant Ministries in the Southwest Kansas Catholic

V

ibrant ministries are a celebration
of God and God’s people. As the
initial stages of the Vibrant Ministries
appeal come to a conclusion, the celebration of the many vibrant ministries
in the diocese is just beginning.
Future editions of the Southwest
Kansas Catholic will include ongoing
features highlighting those people, comSeptember 3, 2017

munities and organizations helping light
the way for others through their own
vibrant ministry.
This may include stories from the
many ministries of Catholic Charities, to
the story of the individual who is providing support in their own, unique way.
As proven by the results of the appeal, people of the Diocese of Dodge

City are not lacking in compassion.
The stories will tell of a diocese that
has taken the admonition of Christ to
heart through ways large and small.
If you have a story, or know of a person or organization with a story to tell
of their own vibrant ministry, contact
Dave Myers at (620) 227-1519, or skregister@dcdiocese.org.
September
2017 19
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Pastoral Ministry Formation
Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KnIGhtS oF ColuMBuS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

For more information about the Pastoral Ministry Formation classes, including prices and registration, contact Coleen Stein, cstein@dcdiocese.org, or
620-227-1538.
• • •

FaLL CLasses

theo 4053 worship and Faith (3 hr. course)
instructor: Father Frank Coady
This course will consider the relationship between liturgical prayer and
religious imagination, focusing particularly on the meaning liturgy can have
for contemporary Catholics, as well as present day challenges. *This course
is one of the core courses needed to obtain the Diocesan Certification in
Liturgical Ministry.
Class Times: Sept. 9, 16, Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28, Nov. 4, 11, 18
Saturday mornings - 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon
Location: Interactive Television Sites throughout Dodge City and Salina
Dioceses
theo 4881 500th anniversary of the Reformation (1 hr. course)
instructor: Father Robert Schremmer, Christopher M. Bellitto
Continued on the next page

dan reed, FICF

(785) 472-2145 office
(785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood,
Hoisington, Olmitz,
Russell, Claflin,
Ellsworth

darIn reed,
FICF

tyler Meyer,
FICF

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 726-4899
(785) 259-2335 cell Kingman, Seward, ShaRansom
ron, Willowdale, St. Leo,
St. John, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa,
Greensburg

For more
information on
a career with
the Knights of
Columbus,
contact George
Spinelli at
(785) 726-4899.

(785) 301-2676
office
(785) 623-8716 cell
Larned, La Crosse,
Olmitz

(785) 726-4899 office
(785) 650-3404 cell
St. John, Seward,
Great Bend, Kinsley,
Goodland, Colby,
and St. Francis

dan ordonez

(620) 260-0962
Garden City, Plains,
Liberal, Ulysses,
Ingalls, Elkart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakins,
Syracuse, Satanta

Brent Wood

JoSe arIaS

(785) 259-8689
(785) 821-1265
Marienthal, Dighton, Spearville, Wright,
Scott City, Sharon
Dodge City, Ness
Springs, Tribune and City, Jetmore, Ingalls,
Garden City
Ashland

Check out our website!

he Diocese of Dodge City
requires all employees and
volunteers who work with children
to participate in a Protecting God’s
Children awareness session. Current sessions are as follows:

Upcoming sessions

Shaun
lInenBerGer

GeorGe SpInellI,
FICF, LUTCF, CLU

T

Protecting God’s Children

• • • kofcinsuranceks.com

Hugoton (English)
Sunday, Sept. 10; 2-5 p.m.
St. Helen Parish Hall
1011 S Jefferson
Hugoton
Contact Person: Carrie Baeza
620-544-7283
PGC Facilitator: Sharon Stuart
620-225-5164

Hoisington (English)
Wednesday, Sept. 13; 6-9 P.m.
St. John the Evangelist Church
122 E 5th Street
Hoisington, KS
Contact Person: Pam Willis
620-797-1825
PGC Facilitator: Donna Staab
620-786-5785
great Bend – english
Tuesday, Sept. 19; 5–8 p.m.
Holy Family Catholic School
4200 Broadway, Great Bend
Contact Person: Karen Moeder
620-793-3265; PGC Facilitator:
Donna Staab, 620-786-5785

2017
FARM TO TABLE
DINNER
FUNDRAISER

Continued from previous page
This course uncovers multiple reformations before and after
Luther and the Council of Trent, discovering not only religious
movements, but also the political, social, economic, and cultural contexts of centuries that changed the world.
Class Times: Oct. 18, 25, Nov. 8, 15; Wednesday evenings
- 6-9- p.m.
Location: Interactive Television Sites throughout Dodge City
and Salina Dioceses.
THEO 4881 RCIA Kansas (1 hr. course) offered in English
and Spanish
This course explores how parishes can respond to Pope
Francis’ call that each of them be a center of missionary outreach.
Class Times: Sept. 29, 30 (Begins at 5 p.m. on Sept. 29 and
ends at 1:30 p.m. Sept. 30)
Location: Spiritual Life Center - Wichita, KS
Make reservations and pay for your room and meals at SLC
by going to https://slc.retreatportal.com/calendar/viewEvent.
aspx?programcode=17AWW10397
1 hr. course for college credit-$50.00 pay by contacting Coleen
Stein at cstein@dcdiocese.org or 620-227-1538.
Personal enrichment fee is included with your payment to
Spiritual Life Center.

A C E L E B R A T I of
ON O
F T H Efarm’s
F A R M ’ S harvest
H A R V E S T T Hthis
I S S E Aseason
SON
A celebration
the

SATURDAY

TICKETS:

SEPTEMBER 16, 2017
5:00 – 8:00 PM
AT THE FARM!

LIVE MUSIC & ARTISTS

Purchase
at
Purchase tickets
tickets at
heartlandfarm-ks.org
heartlandfarm-ks.org
or in person at the
Or in person at the
Great
Bend
ofCommerce
Commerce
Great
BendChamber
Camber of

Art Demonstrations provided by:

5:00 pm
6:00 pm

DINNER
By Baked Blessings

Featuring ingredients grown at
Heartland Farm
Music provided by:
Alex Cartwright

Heartland Farm and
John Makings of Rhythm Makings

SILENT AUCTION

Featuring Heartland Farm handmade items,
local wine, and more!

6:30 pm
6:45 pm
8:00 pm

Stroll the Farm, Yard Games
Music, Social Hour, Silent
Auction, Art Demonstrations
Welcome
Dinner
Auction Winners Announced
Come casual!

PROCEEDS
SUPPORTSUPPORT
Heartland Farm’s ability to bring vibrant opportunities and programs to the community
PROCEEDS
1049CR
CR 390
Pawnee
Rock, Kansas
67567Kansas
1049
390
Pawnee
Rock,
(620) 923-4585
hfarm@gbta.net
(620)
923-4585; hfarm@gbta.net

Heartland Farm’s Spiritual Retreat Center is an operation of the Dominican
Sisters of Peace who believe in the integration of mind, body and spirit.

Jim Armatys
Todd J. Armatys
Financial Advisor

1904 Great Bend, KS 67530
620-793-5481
1-800-432-8249

Lloyd Davis, CFP

®

Financial Advisor

210 E. Frontview Suite B
Dodge City, KS 67801
620-225-0651
1-888-825-0651
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Priests on the Prairie
Died Sept. 3, 1922

Father John Sullivan

F

ather Sullivan was born Sept. 28,
1859, in Wellsville, N.Y. After studying at New York University he became a
lawyer and eventually a district judge. He
decided to become a priest and studied
at St. Jerome’s College in Berlin, Ontario,
Canada. He was ordained by Bishop John J.
Hennessy in Wichita at St. Aloysius ProCathedral on Sept. 23, 1894. He served as
an assistant at the pro-cathedral for three
years (1894-97).
In 1897, he was appointed pastor at St.
Rose of Lima, (later renamed Immaculate Conception) Danville. Here he also
cared for the missions of St. Patrick’s,
Harper, and Sacred Heart, Perth; and the
stations at Attica, Kiowa and Medicine
Lodge. During this pastorate he began
construction on a new church (St. John)
in Kiowa.
After three years, he was appointed
pastor of St. Francis Xavier, Cherryvale,
with care of the missions at Annuciation, Earlton; St. Agnes, Thayer, and

a station at
Mound Valley.
In 1906 he was
made rector of
the pro-cathedral
and oversaw the
construction of
the foundations
for St. Mary’s Cathedral. He accompanied Bishop Hennessy
to Rome on his ad limina visit in 1910.
That same year, Father Sullivan was
appointed pastor of Sacred Heart,
Dodge City. He cared for the missions
at St. Stanislaus, Ingalls; St. Andrew,
Wright, and a station in Meade County
known as Odee.
In 1913, he received his last assignment
to St. Bridget, Scammon, with the mission
at Sacred Heart, Weir City. He died on
Sept. 3, 1922, following a long illness. He
was 63. Bishop August J. Schwertner celebrated the funeral in St. Bridget Church.
Burial was in the parish cemetery.
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