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Wheel of
Balance

BRING SAINTS TO LIFE

Most Rev. John B.
Brungardt
Bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City

B

ishop Eugene Gerber, our bishop from
1976-1982, gave a conference in the 1990s
to the seminarians of the Catholic Diocese
of Wichita. I was a seminarian for Wichita at the
time. The theme was balance: how to live a balanced
life in the midst of a frantic, hectic, busy world. The
Lord calls us to holiness—but how do we, with His
grace, live this virtuous life in a balanced way?
Bishop Gerber taught that there are six general
areas that we should consider:
Spiritual — this includes prayer—our being aware
of God's presence, Holy Mass, the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, Bible reading/praying/
study, devotions.

C
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GARDeN CITy -- Kristie Ritter’s fifth grade class at St. Dominic School dress as their favorite saint Nov. 9 as a celebration
of all Saints Day.

ELEBRATING LIFE

See more photos on Pages 11, 16.

on All
Souls Day
A

Social — family and friends enjoying each others
company, playing/laughing together, encouraging each other, building up each other,
welcoming new friends.
Cultural — music, the visual arts, the performing
arts, virtuous film, beauty.
Intellectual — stretching our minds, study, reading
a book, taking a Pastoral Ministry Formation
course.

SHLAND — Father
Prakash Kola, MSFS,
and a group of parishioners
from St. Joseph Parish,
visited St. Joseph Highland
Cemetery in Ashland on
Nov. 2, All Souls Day, to
pray a special rosary for
those who have died, and
to bless the graves.
By honoring and praying
for those who have died,
the day offered a reminder
of Christ’s promise of eternal life.

Physical — proper diet, exercise, sleep, medical
checkups, counseling.

“I am not afraid
of what happens
after death: It is into
God’s arms that I
am falling!”
— St. Therese,
the Little Flower

Service — putting our lives at the service of others: in the family, at the parish, at school, at
work, in the community.
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The key is that each week, we should experience
each of the six areas. It might not be possible each
day. This is living life “more abundantly” (John
10:10). The false notions are that we can “go for
the gusto,” or “just do it,” or “shop ‘til you drop”
—these put ourselves at the center in a narcissistic
way. We want Jesus at the center of our life.
At times, we fall into a trap: We think we can
serve and serve and serve. This leads to burn-out
and exhaustion; we have neglected the other important areas in our life. Other obstacles to genuine
balance: perfectionism, control, having a saviorcomplex, believing my way is the only way, only I
can do it, or over-reliance on technology.
Some helps to authentic balance?: Slow down,
relax, don’t take yourself so seriously, plan ahead,
take a day off each week for rest/recreation/prayer,
ask Jesus to reveal your needs, heal your wounds,
and love you unconditionally.
We thank the Lord for the blessing of Bishop
Gerber, a wise teacher of the Catholic faith. Let
us trust in Jesus and Mary, who will help us with
balance. Jesus “came so that they might have life
and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).
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on ‘Giving Tuesday’

he little boy laughed happily,
perhaps a little mischievously, as he played with a
ball in the impossibly tiny hotel
kitchenette, one of the cupboard
doors barely hanging on by a
single hinge.
The boy and his mother were
being lent assistance by Sister
Janice Thome, OP, who serves
with the Ministry of Presence in
Garden City.
Although several years have
passed since the little boy led
Sister Janice and the Southwest
Kansas Register around the tiny
room as his mother unpacked
groceries delivered by Sister
Janice, the prevalence of poverty
in southwest Kansas has only
grown.
As organizations work to raise
money for hurricane victims and
victims of other major national
disasters, you won’t see a telethon or a concert designed to
raise money for those most in
need who are living in your own
backyard.
The struggles continue right
here, right now.
Which is why the Catholic
Diocese of Southwest Kansas

has initiated a Share Your Heart
campaign designed to coincide
with “Giving Tuesday.”
This year, on Tuesday, Nov.
28—after you’ve enjoyed
Thanksgiving with family and
friends; after you’ve searched
for Christmas gifts on Black Friday, or ordered your loved one’s
gift over the computer on Cyber
Monday—the diocese is asking
you to consider being part of a
“Giving Tuesday” effort.
This effort offers a simple way
to make a donation online: simply click on the “donate” button
on our web page at dcdiocese.
org. Your donation will directly
benefit ministries that serve
those most in need in the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.
If you’d rather not donate
online, feel free to send a check
made out to the Diocese of
Dodge City to:
“Giving Catholic Tuesday”
C/O Mark Roth
910 Central P.O. Box 137
Dodge City, KS 67801
Include a note designating
if you have a preference how
you’d like your donation to be
used.

Prayer, Reflection, Sacrifice

S

ome days we are just unsettled and restless.
We are leaden, sad, and heavy. We can’t
work. We can’t think. We can’t pray.
Do we just accept all that as the will of God for
us today? Just grit our teeth, and writhe in pain,
and hold on until it passes? “No,” said St. Ignatius
of Loyola. He urged us to get off the couch, to be
up and about, to do something about it.
Three “somethings,” in fact.
We should pray, he said, even if we don’t feel
like it. And we usually don’t. We experience,
rather, a sense of helplessness and hopelessness.
We should petition the Lord to remove this desolation from us. Such turning toward God in prayer
counters directly any sense of separation from God.
We should never give up trying to be close to God,
who never gives up trying to be close to us.
We should think, he said, even if we don’t feel
like it. Think especially of those truths of Faith,
those words of Scripture, those memories of our
own life history, whatever reveals God’s love for
us, and so lifts up our heavy hearts. These down
days can also make us more aware of the things
in us that hold us back from God, more aware
than the up days can. We often fool ourselves in
thinking we are wholly His, when we really hold

so much back. We are
practiced masters of selfdeception. Knowing this in
detail can set us free.
We should sacrifice,
he said, even if we don’t
feel like it. What we want
most in any time of desolation is “relief,” and what
we do most is to seek
that relief in something
Another Way
outside ourselves, some
escape into diversion, into + Most Rev.
Ronald M. Gilmore
busyness, into the media,
Bishop Emeritus of
or into various gratificaDodge City
tions that are more or
less healthy. We usually
run away from God. We run from communion
with him, when that communion gets hard. What
we need most is the courage to deny that fixed
habit of running away. Hence, a suitable sacrifice,
known only to you and to God, one that counters
the very tendency to flight.
So, Prayer, Reflection, Sacrifice: three Somethings. They give us a fighting chance to turn our
down times into up times.

Pastoral Ministry Formation
“Introduction to Old Testament” (THEO 1003) will
be presented Jan. 20, 27 Feb. 3, 10, 17 and March
3, 10, 17, and 24 by Sister Joan Wolf.
The Pastoral Ministry Formation class will present a study of the law, prophets, historical books,
and wisdom literature of the Old Testament using
analytical methods of contemporary scholarship.
Each book will be studied within its own socio-political and cultural context, as a product of the Jewish
faith community and expression of Yahweh’s revelation.
Class times are Saturday mornings - 8:30 a.m. to
Noon, and are held at Interactive Television sites

throughout the Dodge City and Salina diocese.
Cost for the three-hour course for college credit is
$150, plus the cost of books. The cost of the course
for personal enrichment only is $75, plus books.
Sister Joan Wolf is a Dominican Sister of Peace long
acquainted with the Dodge City diocese. She has
taught in its schools, ministered in its parishes, and
assisted with deacon candidate classes and taught
courses for the Interactive Television Network. She
has Masters’ degrees in Pastoral Ministry and Pastoral Counseling, received respectively from St. Paul
University, Ottawa, Canada, and Loyola University
in Chicago.

Second ‘First Saturday Devotion’ Dec. 2

N

early 50 people on Nov. 4 attended the first
First Saturday Devotion at St. Stanislaus Parish
in Ingalls. The next First Saturday Devotion will take
place Dec. 2, at St. Stanislaus.
Celebrating the Mass above are (LtoR) Father
Tim Hickey (see Page 6), Father Peter Tran, Father
Jim Dieker, Father Ted Skalsky, and the Most Rev.
Bishop John B. Brungardt.
The Devotions begin with a Rosary and confessions
at 8:30 a.m., followed by Mass at 9 a.m. celebrated
by Bishop Brungardt. A 15-minute meditation followed, with confessions available at that time, as
well.
The First Saturday Devotion events started at
the request of the Holy Mother, as related to

Lucia at Fatima. Mary told Lucia that she would
“... assist at the hour of death, with the graces
necessary for salvation, all those who on the first
Saturdays of five consecutive months confess,
receive Holy Communion, pray a Rosary, and keep
me company for a quarter of an hour mediating
on the 15 mysteries with the intention of offering
me reparation.”
The Devotions will continue to take place at
St. Stanislaus on the first Saturdays of the month
through March. Ideally, participants should plan to
attend all five monthly devotionals consecutively.
They will continue at another parish after the
March gathering. People from across the diocese
are encouraged to attend.
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‘...So my soul will reach Heaven’

Will Black Elk be canonized a saint?
By Charlene Scott Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
n August of 2016, the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Rapid
City opened an official cause for
the beatification of Nicholas Black
Elk, an Oglala Dakota American
Indian chief of the twentieth century
who was known as a medicine man
and a holy man.
He became internationally known
through the book Black Elk Speaks,
in which he described the religious
visions he had as a young boy.
The end of the Civil War brought
long lines of covered wagons packed
with light-skinned families to the
Dakotas.
Black Elk and his people
participated in the Custer fight on
the Little Big Horn in 1876, because
he, like other American Indians,
resented the intrusion of white
strangers who stole their Dakota
lands by force. His people were in
despair as they had to move and
search to find a life and livelihood
elsewhere.
Black Elk announced his vocation
as a holy man by performing the
Horse Dance in 1881, leading the
dance in which Indian participants
imitated the motions of horses.
(This dance included four black
horses to represent the west,
four white horses for the north,
four sorrels for the east, and four
buckskins for the south. Black Elk
rode a bay horse. He had seen all of
the horses in a vision when he was a
boy of nine.)
Black Elk also had been a leader
of the Indians’ Ghost Dance in
1883. Nervous white settlers
thought it was a war dance (it was
a holy dance), and responded with
armed troops to stop the ancient
traditional tribal performance.
International fame came to Black
Elk when he joined Buffalo Bill
Cody and traveled in Europe with
Cody’s Wild West Show in 1887, also
performing in London for Queen
Victoria, whom he referred to as
“Grandmother England.”
When he returned to the Pine
Ridge Reservation in 1889 after his
adventure abroad, Black Elk was
crushed to learn that large numbers
of Wasichus (whites), including
armed troops, were advancing
daily into the Dakotas, grabbing at
gunpoint the property that had been
home to Indians for centuries.
This unlawful white settlement
on Indian lands led Black Elk to
participate in defending his people
from the Dec. 29, 1890 attack of
U.S. Army soldiers. More than 250
and possibly 300 Indians were killed
at the Wounded Knee Massacre
on the Lakota Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in South Dakota. On
horseback, Black Elk was wounded
by a bullet that grazed his hip as he
fought in the battle.

I

Black Elk of the Oglala
Lakota as a young man
(left), and with his wife and
daughter (above). A sainthood cause has begun for
the Lakota medicine man
turned Catholic catechist.

BLACK ELK’S LAST TESTAMENT
Holy Rosary Mission
Pine Ridge, South Dakota
January 26, 1934
shake hands with my white friends.
Listen! I will speak words of truth. I told
about the people’s ways of long ago, and
some of this a white man put in a book but
he did not tell about current ways. Therefore I will speak again, a final speech.
Now I am an old man. I called my priest
to pray for me, and so he gave me Extreme
Unction and Holy Eucharist. Therefore I will
tell you the truth. Listen my friends!
For the last 30 years I have lived very
differently from what the white man told
about me. I am a believer. The Catholic
priest, Short Father, baptized me 30 years
ago. From then on they have called me Nick
Black Elk. Very many of the Indians know
me. Now I have converted and live in the
true faith of God the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. Accordingly, I say in my own
Sioux Indian language “Our Father, who art
in heaven, hallowed be thy name,” as Christ
taught us and instructed us to say. I say the
Apostles Creed, and I believe it all.
I believe in the Seven Sacraments of the
Catholic Church. I have now received six of
these: Baptism, Confirmation, Penance, Holy
Eucharist, Holy Matrimony, and Extreme
Unction. For very many years I went with
several priests to fight for Christ among
my people. For about 20 years I helped the
priests, and I was a catechist in several communities. So I think I know more about the
Catholic religion than many white men.
For eight years I participated in the retreat for catechists, and from this I learned
a great deal about the faith. I am able to
explain my faith. From my faith I know Who

I

I believe in, so my work is not in vain.
All of my family is baptized. All my
children and grandchildren belong to the
Catholic Church, and I am glad of that, and I
wish very much that they will always follow
the holy road. I know what St. Peter has
to say to those men who forsake the holy
commandments. My white friends should
read carefully 2 Peter 2:20-22.
I send my people on the straight road that
Christ’s church has taught us about. While I
live, I will never fall from faith in Christ.
Thirty years ago I knew little about the
one we call God. At that time I was a very
good dancer. In England I danced before
our Grandmother, Queen Victoria. At that
time I gave medicines to the sick. Perhaps I
was proud. I considered myself brave, and
I considered myself to be a good Indian, but
now I think I am better.
St. Paul also became better after his conversion. I know that the Catholic religion
is good, better than the Sun dance or the
Ghost dance. Long ago the Indians performed such dances only for glory.
But for the sake of sin, Christ was nailed
on the cross to take our sins away. The
Indian religion of long ago did not benefit
mankind. The medicine men sought only
glory and presents from their curing. Christ
commanded us to be humble, and He taught
us to stop sin. The Indian medicine men did
not stop sin. Now I despise sin. And I want
to go straight in the righteous way that
the Catholics teach us so my soul will reach
heaven.
This is the way I wish it to be. With a good
heart, I shake hands with all of you.

After surviving Wounded
Knee, Black Elk went on with his
work as a healer and medicine
man. Influenced by the Jesuits,
he was baptized a Roman Catholic
in 1904 and became a catechist,
taking the name “Nicholas,” aka
“Nick.” His first two Indian wives
also became Catholics, as did their
children. (His first wife had died,
and he later remarried.)
Black Elk explained Lakota
traditions to author Joseph Epes
Brown, who in 1953 wrote the book
The Sacred Pipe, in which Black Elk
compared Lakota rituals to Catholic
sacraments and professed his
belief both in Christianity and in his
people’s ancient religion.       
John G. Neihardt interviewed him
in 1931 and wrote the book Black
Elk Speaks in 1932 and another book
about him, When the Tree Flowered,
in 1951.
I read Neihardt’s first book, in
which he quotes Black Elk as saying:
“The life of a man is a circle from
childhood to childhood, and so
it is in everything where power
moves. Our tepees were round like
the nests of birds, and these were
always set in a circle, the nation’s
hoop, a nest of many nests, where
the Great Spirit meant for us to
hatch our children.”
Michael F. Steltenkamp’s book
Black Elk: Holy Man of the Oglala,
published in 1993, portrays Black
Elk “as a progressive Catholic
who retains little meaningful
commitment to traditional
religion,” according to an article
in America Magazine. “Black Elk’s
Story: Distinguishing Its Lakota
Purpose (1991) by Julian Rice
describes Black Elk’s participation
in Catholicism as “a response to
oppression.”
Black Elk was born at the Little
Powder River in Wyoming around
Dec. 1, 1863, some historians claim.
Others insist he was born May 9,
1865, the first year after the Civil War
ended. He was a second cousin and
close friend of the War Chief Crazy
Horse (their fathers were brothers),
and he had his troubles with whites
encroaching onto his lands just as
Crazy Horse did. (Crazy Horse was
stabbed to death by a white soldier
after he was taken prisoner.)
Black Elk was fortunate enough
to die a natural death on August
19, 1950 at the age of 96 in Pine
Ridge, South Dakota. He was buried
at St. Agnes Catholic Cemetery in
Manderson, South Dakota.
Black Elk did not turn his back on
the Ghost Dance or other Oglala
Sioux rituals after he converted to
Catholicism, nor did he abandon
his people. He continued to be a
tribal leader in good times and bad,
and even demonstrated his tribe’s
traditional rituals at a Duhamel
Sioux Pageant.
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The parable of the velvet Elvis

T

he other morning, I climbed out of bed
and looked out onto the back porch.
Just as I peered through the curtains,
I overheard one cat say to another cat,
“You fool! You mad fool! You’ve doomed
us all!”
Hmmm. Should I do something? Naaa. I
figured one of them probably just used their
supper dish for a latrine again. Sure, they’re
cute and lovable, but cats aren’t exactly
blessed in the intelligence department.
But they are a gift from God, to be sure.
One little grey one, regardless of what I’m
doing in the yard—whether I’m mowing
or trimming trees—will just suddenly materialize on my shoulder! Sometimes he’ll
leap from a near-by branch or wait until
I’m leaning over before gently leaping to
my shoulder.
At other times, though, I’m standing in
the middle of the yard, no trees around, and
suddenly he’s just … there! (I’m guessing
that he climbs up the lattice work onto the
roof, and when he sees me, he leaps down
while deploying some sort of parachute device, which he quickly and cleverly conceals
after landing on my shoulder. That’s the
only explanation that makes sense.)
Even these somewhat annoying, somewhat moody cats are a gift from God.
When I think about it, everything is a gift
from God! When I get gas, I thank God!
When I go to Taco Bell, I thank God. But I
repeat myself.
Only the gift of His son, Our Lord Jesus
Christ, is greater than His gift of our life
and our lives, of Mother Nature. Of the
sun and the moon and the stars.
When we have one of those awesome
Kansas sunsets, for example, I try to drink
it down like cold water on a hot day, letting
it run through me, nourishing my heart,
refreshing my soul. (Wow, that was seriously poetic. Or nauseating, depending on
your viewpoint.)
It’s important to wrap our arms around
God’s gifts and let Him know how much we
appreciate them, especially in these weird
days of nuclear threats, mass shootings
and who-knows-what-else by the time this
issue goes to press.
Consider if you will, a man walking into
the home of a friend to whom he gave his
favorite collection of velvet Elvis paintings.
His friend had always admired them,
staring at them, transfixed. He thought
they were “so super cool.” So, the man
with the paintings gathered up his storehouse of generosity he’d been saving for
the Catholic Vibrant Ministries Appeal, and
used it to instead to gift his Elvis paintings
to his friend.
One day a few months later, he walked
into his friend’s home, looking forward to
seeing his beloved velvet Elvis paintings lining his friend’s living room wall. But … where
were they? he wondered sadly. Wherever
he looked, not even one velvet Elvis!
He couldn’t hide his pained expression.
He felt a tear escape.
His friend understood why he was upset.
He pretended to have a sneeze coming on
while she tried to concoct an answer.
“They’re, uh, in storage … until I figure
out … where I, uh, want to hang them,”
he said, mentally congratulating himself
on coming up with the excuse.

The 15 seconds he
spent thinking between each word told
him that his friend
hadn’t being entirely
truthful about the
paintings.
The original owner
of the velvet Elvis By Dave Myers
paintings represents Editor
God. And the paintings are the many, many, many, many gifts
He has bestowed upon us, His children.
What are your velvet Elvis paintings?
Which do we accept? Which do we reject?
Some of my favorite of God’s gifts? Deep
blue skies. Dogs and cats and monkeys and
soap. Fried shrimp and milk shakes and
Carol Burnett. Mountains. Fields of wheat.
Trees and Turner Classic Movies.
What do you see as a gift from God?
How about people? When I think how
thankful I am for dogs, I think about people,
and how thankful I am for dogs.
Sometimes I struggle to be thankful for
people. Even the person next to me in the
pew will smile and shake my hand at the
sign of peace, but when I want them to let
me into the line of departing traffic after
Mass, it’s everyone for themselves!
It’s no wonder we’re divided. We’re bombarded with things that are so divisive!
If we’re living right, we’ve got to be hating
or fearing someone! If you’re not disgusted
with fill-in-the-blank, then what the heck
is the matter with you?
Christ and his Church teaches that we
love each other as God loves us. That
includes each and every one of the fill-inthe-blanks.
So, the other day I’m at Penney’s waiting
for what seems like eons for my wife to
come out of the dressing room. (That’s not
an exaggeration. She once spent an entire
eon trying on a new blouse.) People filtered
by, people of differing races: moms, dads,
little children. I thought about how each
one was as indelibly created a child of God
as I was, each a totally unique universe of
thoughts and memories, each a best selling
story of God’s creation.
They may have starkly opposing politics, or
belong to a faith I don’t entirely understand.
Or worse yet, they may not like Godzilla
movies (shudder). Yet, as each passed by, I
imagined them likened to shooting stars, a
world unto themselves passing by me in an
instant, each one the greatest celebration
of God’s awesomeness.
God wants to see these impossibly
wonderful gifts—these Elvis paintings of
life—on our walls. He wants to know that
we recognize and appreciate the multitude
of His gifts, not so much to honor Him, but
simply to get the most out of the life He’s
given us. This in itself honors Him!
In doing so we can more easily recognize
with crystal clarity just how many of those
gifts of His goodness that we have failed to
embrace. Have even shunned. Each other?
The Earth He created?
Everywhere you turn, there’s another
velvet Elvis waiting to be appreciated.
It’s as literal and real as any mathematical
equation: The more we fill our hearts with
appreciation for God’s gifts, the happier
and more fulfilled we will be.
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Dominique Pire, O.P.; 1910-1969

T

here are many contestants for the Nobel Peace
Prize. Happily, Father Dominique Pire, O.P., was
presented one in 1958. His winning project was
his work with refugees in post-war Europe
At the age of 18, Pire joined the Dominican Priory
of Huy. After receiving a doctorate in Rome, Father
Pire became a World War II Chaplain.
However, his real work came after the end of World
War II, during which his heart was moved by the
hundreds of thousands of refugees wandering in the
countryside with no home and no food.
In order to help the refugees, Pire wrote a book
and founded an organization to assist the refugees.
Displaced persons were offered homes in villages in
Austria and Germany. Here they could begin a new
life.
Father Pire liked to speak of “the Open Heart” as he
learned to see a brother or sister in every person. His
aim was to see every person at his/her true value.
Pire’s goal was to establish peace and understanding in poor countries. Father Pire died Jan. 30, 1969.
His dying wish was to establish peace all around the
world.

Holy Ones of
Our Time
By Sister Irene
Hartman, OP
The SKC is presenting the
last columns of Sister
Irene as a celebration of
her life and her gift to
this newspaper. Sister
Irene died Aug. 17, 2017.

“There is perhaps no
surer road to peace
than the one that
starts from little islands
and oases of genuine kindness, islands
and oases constantly
growing in number
and being continually
joined together until
eventually they ring
the world.”
-- Father Dominique
Pire, OP
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Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church,
Windthorst,
suffers major
damage

A

t press-time, the SKC learned that
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
at Windthorst had suffered major water damage over the weekend of Nov.
11-12. The damage was not weatherrelated.
Susan Rueb, president of the board of
directors of Windthorst Heritage, Inc.,
said that an initial estimate of the cost
of the damage runs into the hundreds
of thousands of dollars.

The more than century-old church
has been maintained by Windthorst
Heritage, Inc. since it was closed in
July 1997. The church has undergone
significant restoration over the last two
decades, taking it back to its original
splendor as a jewel on the prairie.
A story and photos will be in the
next issue. For more information about
the church and its history, visit windthorstheritage.org.

The multiplication of love

S

unlight inches through my kitchen on this quiet Sunday
morning.
I ease a bread knife through the loaf of bannock, then
slather six thick slices with fresh-ground peanut butter. Gently
I pat the sandwiches together. With care I place each one in
a ziplock bag.
As I deboard the No. 24 at Safeway for the mile-long walk
to church I notice, right away, three men resting in the shade.
They look a little “at the edges.” My kind of people.
“Good morning,” I say as I pull out my earbuds and position
myself square in front of them.
Two of them look up and return my greeting. The third
keeps his glance tucked beneath the bill of his cap.
“Would any of you like a sandwich?” I ask. “I have three
sandwiches.”
Their faces light up.
“Peanut butter sandwiches,” I say. “Homemade bread,
fresh-ground peanut butter.”
“Peanut butter is high protein,” the fellow on the left says,
maybe so that I won’t feel bad that it’s only peanut butter.
“Well, that would be mighty kind,” the one in the middle
says. He seems the most sociable of the three.
I slide my backpack off my shoulders and onto the
pavement, reach in, and pull out the Ziploc bags.
Brother Sociable grins and offers gratitude. I notice his
teeth, which are crooked and stained.
Brother Eyes-Beneath-the-Brim comes to life, reaches out,
receives his sandwich, and nods his thanks.
The third one, who I notice is not so much sociable as flat
out talkative, tells me it’s mighty nice of me to give them all
a sandwich.
“What’s your name?” Brother Sociable asks.
“Maria,” I say.
“Well Maria, I’m Jim. This here is Silver.”
Brother Eyes-Beneath-the-Brim looks up and nods his
head.
“And your name?” I ask Brother Flat-Out-Talkative. “What
do you like to be called?”
“I’m Benny,” he gently grins. “But most people call me …”
he pauses a little sheepishly, looking sideways at his buddies,
“Animal.”
“Animal!” I say.
“Yes ma’am.” And he pulls up his T-shirt sleeve. Right there,
in delicate italic, I spot the name: Animal.

“Well, Animal, it’s really nice to meet
you.”
I shake each one’s hand.
Animal launches into a complex
narrative about arriving here two weeks
ago, a friend who is waiting for escrow
to close on some acreage, and then his
escrow will close and he can build himself
a house. He sounds hopeful.
Like many people I encounter, Animal By Mary
is here because it didn’t work anymore Sharon Moore
being there.
Poor, Like
“I wanna thank you, Maria,” says Jim,
“for sharing the sandwiches. It’s a kindly Jesus
act.”
“It’s brotherhood,” I say. “Sisterhood.”
“Love loves,” he says.
“Love loves love,” I say.
He thinks about this. He gives a solemn nod.
Now he sits up, spokesmanlike, so that he can get out the
full intent of what he’s about to say.
“Most of all I want to thank you for thinking to do this. I
mean, you made these sandwiches, and then you thought
of who you might give them to.”
I think Brother Jim gets this “Love loves love” thing.
Silver, head down, nods in agreement. Animal, too.
Well, I think, it’s nice to know that my generosity is not
wasted. But this is not the point.
Jesus, the ultimately generous One, wasted a lot of
generosity on me. For years. Just wasted it.
And just when I think that my sandwich-making on a Sunday
morning is such a small gesture, really, in a world so wounded
and wanting, Brother Jim reminds me otherwise.
This distribution of bread, on a Sunday morning, it’s the
multiplication of love. Taking what you have and just giving
it away.
I speak, now, only personally. But the work of this Christcentered life is to actually live the fierce love at the core of
me. Not my love, but Christ-love in me.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2017. All Rights Reserved.
Mary Sharon Moore writes and speaks nationwide on the
nature of God’s calling in our times.
Visit marysharonmoore.com.

Photo of the Week

Mary shares her
story with
sheriff’s deputy
During the All Saints Day
celebration, children at
Sacred Heart Cathedral
School in Dodge City
dressed up as their favorite
saints. Here, Kayla Lix, 9,
describes, in the first person, her chosen saint (the
Holy Mother), to Sheriff’s
Deputy Shanon Lee.
Photo by David Myers

November 19, 2017

Page 5

Opposition &
Respectful
communication
By Chelsy Gomez
n the Gospel of Matthew, the Pharisees ask
Jesus if it is lawful to pay the census tax to
Caesar; yet, the Pharisees are not actually
interested in His answer. Rather, their objective is to trap Jesus through their inquiry. They
know a simple yes or no answer would violate
either Roman or Jewish law and attempt to use
this knowledge to their advantage.
Last year’s presidential race had a particularly
appalling tone and was arguably one of the
more divisive campaign seasons. It’s no secret
that the political climate has yet to improve,
and many would argue that the division has
even reached new heights.
Whether it be through our social media
feeds, evening television news or talk radio
pundits, we are all witnesses to a political and
cultural climate that similarly asks questions,
not to work towards mutual understanding,
but to entrap and even destroy an individual or
group. Political pursuits seem to be less about
achieving the common good and more about
winning an argument. We need only to read the
comments section of any online posting to see
that dialogue and debate has devolved to little
more than insults, accusations, and dismissal.
As a nation, we are certainly facing many
critical issues that have the potential to dramatically change our society, especially regarding the protection and defense of human life,
conscience rights, and religious liberty. While
we must always stand firm in our opposition to
threats against these rights, we must never forget the innate dignity of those individuals who
oppose or disagree with us. When we enter
such discussions and debates, as our faith calls
us to do, we must set the example of how to
challenge positions and arguments while always
maintaining the dignity of the other.
If we “win” an argument at the expense of
another’s dignity, we’ve already lost.
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI highlights, “Being
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or
a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event,
a person, which gives life a new horizon and a
decisive direction” (Deus caritas est, 1). Because we have encountered Jesus, we know
who we are and where we are going. We know
we are called to share the gift we have received
and—as Jesus teaches us—to love and to pray
for our enemies.
When the Pharisees ask Jesus about the census
tax he responds, “Repay to Caesar what belongs
to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” His
answer does not simply avoid their trap, but as
my pastor recently noted, serves as an invitation
to reflection. Jesus provides a response that the
Pharisees may ponder within their hearts, as can
we.
As Christians, our ultimate mission is the salvation of souls, and the soul of the person who
opposes us is as precious as that of the child in
the womb. Therefore, may the way we speak to
and about those who oppose our efforts be to
them an invitation to reflection. By loving and
respectful communication, may others come to
encounter He who is the Truth.

I

Chelsy Gomez is a Program Associate for the
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops. For more information on
the bishops’ pro-life activities, please visit www.
usccb.org/prolife.
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St. Mary School, Garden City, thanks, honors veterans

Photos courtesy of
Michelle Mead, principal,
St. Mary School

St. Mary Parish in Garden City honored veterans with a special Veteran’s Day Mass, Nov. 11. At left, veterans were asked to
stand during Mass to receive special appreciation from Father Charles Seiwert, pastor, and the congregation. Center and right:
children from St. Mary School participate in the Veteran’s Day Parade. Sixth graders made “thank you” cards for the veterans.

Father John Forkuoh to lead
pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Father John Forkuoh

F

The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem.

ather John Forkuoh, pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish in Spearville, will
lead a trip to the Holy Land for 11 days beginning May 28, 2018, and concluding June 7, 2018.
The trip will include excursions into:
Jerusalem • Nazareth • Bethlehem • Via Crucis • Cana • Dormition •
Nativity Church • Capernaum • Last Supper • Getsemani • Tel Aviv
The price is discounted at $3,800 and includes Mass each day, airfare from
anywhere in the United States, 4-5 star hotels, breakfast and dinner, tips, taxes,
etc. Call 855-842-8001 in order to sign up and ask any questions you have. You
can also e-mail Sandi at sandi@proximotravel.com.

Children
pray a
Rosary
for peace
Elementary school
children from St. Joseph Parish in Ashland
prayed a Rosary on Oct.
30 in the St. Joseph
Parish Hall as part of
the “Help America Pray
the Rosary” campaign.
Kneeling, left of center,
is Father Prakash Kola,
Parochial Administrator,
St. Joseph Parish.

Hutchinson native, Father Tim
Hickey, to serve in the diocese

F

ather Tim Hickey has returned to his
native Kansas to serve as a priest for
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.
The former writer-editor
for the Knights of Columbus
magazine, Columbia, most
recently served in the Archdiocese of Hartford, where
he was ordained a priest in
2013.
“My father’s family has its
roots in the Hoisington-Olmitz area,” said the Hutchinson native. “I attended
Catholic elementary and high
schools, and also Benedictine
College and Marquette University, where I received a BA
and MA in English, respectively.”
After graduating from Marquette, he
accepted a position with the Knights of
Columbus at its international headquarters in New Haven, Connecticut.
“I was a writer-editor for the Knights
for 25 years, ending my career with them
as editor of Columbia magazine from
2000-08, when I entered seminary,” Fa-

ther Hickey explained. “I received my MA
in theology from Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in 2013, and was ordained a priest
of Jesus Christ in
the Archdiocese
of Hartford in
2013. 		
“I served as
parochial vicar
and parish administrator there
before requesting a transfer to
the Diocese of
Dodge City.”
As has become
fairly commonplace, the priest
is coming to the
diocese through
a form of inter-diocesan loan from the
Archdiocese of Hartford for a period of
four years.
“I am grateful to both Hartford Archbishop Leonard Blair and Bishop [John]
Brungardt for allowing me this opportunity to return to Kansas and serve the
faithful here.”

‘Does Grief Ever
Turn to Joy?’

T

he Heartland Center for Spirituality will
present, “Does Grief Ever Turn to Joy?”
Saturday, Dec. 2, from 9 a.m.– 4:30 p.m.
Presenters are Marcia Berchek, OPA, and
Sister Renee Dreiling, OP.
“We will explore how our holidays are affected by the grief of our lives and how, as
in the Paschal Mystery, death can open the
door to new life and joy. There will be time
during the retreat to meet with a spiritual
director or have a 30-minute massage.”
Fees are: Retreat Day--$50 includes
lunch; 20-minute Spiritual Direction session
$15; 30 minute massage $25.If you would
like to extend your retreat, feel free to stay
overnight on Friday or Saturday.
Register online at www.heartlandspirituality.org (Upcoming Programs/Advent
Retreat) or by phone 620-792-1232 or email ann@heartlandspirituality.org
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Kansas man creates
Dani Sandoval captures hands
By DaVE MyERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
hey came to Kansas, their
hearts clinging to prayers for
a better life—some coming
alone, some with a young family—promises of a job with the
Santa Fe Railroad adding to the
fervent hope that their prayers
might be fulfilled.
Such was the response to jobs
offered by the Santa Fe Railroad
that the company donated a 450
by 500 square-foot plot, which
became the land on which the
influx of Mexican and Hispanic
American workers built their
homes.
The area, just southeast of
Dodge City, became known as the
Mexican Village. It had its own
school, church, and general store.
A sculpture now on display at
Boot Hill Museum in Dodge City
seeks to honor all those who
worked to build and maintain
the historic railroad while living
in the Village. It includes two
hands swinging a hammer onto
a spike, held by two more hands,
to pound it into a railroad tie to
hold the track in place.
“The idea for the sculpture
came after attending a Mexican
Village reunion,” noted Wichita
artist Dani Sandoval.
“I was thinking about dedicating something to our village
ancestors and our railroad forefathers.”
Sandoval’s great-great-grandparents on his father’s side were
ranchers from Spain, traveling
across Kansas by covered wagon,
settling in the “Republic of Texas”, now known as New Mexico.
His grandparents on his mother’s
side came from Mexico; her father was a boot-maker by trade.
“Days at the Village started
very early,” Sandoval explained.
“Even on weekends, you would
always see a parade of men
leaving their homes, answering a
morning steam whistle from the
railroad yard.
“The next whistle was at high
noon, and everyone would stop
and eat their lunch. And there
was one at the end of the day.
We could tell time by those
whistles.
“Some of those old timers were
so good at swinging that hammer; they could hit the spike all
the way into the wooden tie with
only two hits,” Sandoval said.
“I started to look for original
railroad workers to help construct my sculpture, and the
closest one to me was my Uncle
Manuel. He started telling me
stories that the old timers told
him. I came up with the idea for
the sculpture and I asked him
if he wanted to be part of my

T

sculpture piece. He said sure,
yeah!”
On his back porch, the artist
gently poured the molding material around his Uncle Manuel’s
hands as his uncle told stories
of his work on the railroad some
seven decades earlier.
“His stories added fuel to my
sculpture,” Sandoval said. “He
said he’d been assigned to work
on the ‘rip track,’ where they
would repair and replace track.
Just the thought of it and how
many spikes were hammered
from ocean to ocean. ... It was
hard to wrap my mind around it.
Every tie has two plates and four
spikes on each plate with miles
and miles of track.
“I had a piece of track and
found other pieces over the
years, and got this spike mull [the
iron end of the hammer] donated by the K&O Railroad. I was
looking for men who were from
the village who also worked on
the railroad to swing the hammer. I couldn’t find anyone to
volunteer, so I used my hands as
a representative of the spirit to all
our forefathers. I wanted to make
it as authentic as I could get. My
hands looked really soft, so I put
a glove on my left hand and cut
out my fingers to make a stronger
image of a worker’s hands. My
uncle had worked on the railroad
and his hands looked like alligator
skin from working in the sun.”
If you read the story on the
quilt on Page 24 of last week’s
issue, then you know the man
to whom the hands belong.
Manuel Gonzales was the father
of Nora Mode, who donated the
“classroom” quilt to the Boot Hill
Museum. (Nora’s mother and
Sandoval’s mother are sisters.)
The quilt hangs beside Sandoval’s sculpture, which was also
donated to the museum.
“I invited Nora to come and
see the finished piece,” he said
of his cousin. “She came after
her shift at work, and I had just
put it all together in my backyard
at about two in the morning. We
both stood there looking at it. It
was dark and a single spot light
was shining on it. The piece was
glowing. I can’t explain the emotions we both felt.
“We looked at each other and
she asked, ‘What are you going
to call it?’ It’s like the hands were
there but the people weren’t. It’s
like a slice of time. That’s how the
title came about.”
The Village was razed in the
early 1950s, leaving little evidence of the multitude of lives
it embraced all those years ago,
making “A Slice of Time” an
invaluable visual record for all
those to come.

‘A Slice of Time’
and heart of Mexican Village

“A SLICE OF TIME”
Created By: Dani Sandoval

(Eutimeo Daniel Moreno Segura Blea Sandoval)

Dedicated to Our Village Ancestors
and
Railroad Working Forefathers
A Special Thanks
To K&O Railroad for donating the “Spike Mull”
to my Uncle Manuel Gonzales,
for the Stories and lending His Hands
(Manuel’s Hands are holding the Spike and Bolt)
(Dani’s Hands are striking the Spike Mull)
Photo by Dave Myers

Wichita artist Dani Sandoval (below) cast the hands of Manuel Gonzales, who lived in the Mexican
Village southeast of Dodge City in the first half of the 20th Century, to hold the spike in his sculpture
that honors all those from the village who worked the Santa Fe Railroad. The sculpture is entitled,
“A Slice of Time,” and is on display at the Boot Hill Museum in Dodge City.

Photos courtesy of Dani Sandoval

“Even on weekends, you would always
see a parade of men leaving their homes,
answering a morning steam whistle from
the railroad yard.”
-- Dani Sandoval
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New faces at the Catholic Chancery
By DAVE MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
he diocese staff at the Catholic Chancery in Dodge
City has said goodbye to a handful of staff members
in the last few months, and welcomed several new
employees.

T

Ana Gaytan, Receptionist,
PMFP and Vocations
Assistant

Susan Wrinn, Database
Administrator

Ana Gaytan is the newest receptionist for the
Catholic Chancery, where she assists Coleen Stein
with the Spanish core courses of the Pastoral Ministry
Formation program, and Father Wesley Schawe with
Priestly Vocations. Gaytan most recently served as an
interpreter with the Dodge City Medical Center, and is
fluent in Spanish.
Gaytan was born in Guanajuato, Mexico, where her
grandparents and many extended family members still
reside. She came to the United States when she was
six years old, and obtained her U.S. citizenship in 2015.
She resides in Dodge City with her husband, Juan, and
dogs Leela and Amy. She is the daughter of Maria and
Samuel Rangel of Dodge City. Gaytan has three siblings, sisters Alma and Mariela, and brother Samuel.
She is a graduate of Dodge City High School.
“I love it here,” she said of the Catholic Chancery.
“It’s not as serious as I thought it would be. I expected
it to be very strict.”
When not at work, she enjoys crocheting and playing guitar.
Susan WrInn was hired in September to serve as
Database Administrator, which she terms as, “spending the morning staring at spreadsheets, and the
afternoon wrestling with the printer.”
Wrinn attended Benedictine College where she ob-
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tained a degree in art; she is currently working toward
her Master’s Degree in business administration.
She is the daughter of Nancy and Lt. Col. John Wrinn
(Air Force, retired) of Wichita, and has seven brothers
and sisters: Chris, Brian, Andrew, Kevin, Thomas, Anna
and John Paul. She is engaged to Garrit Flax of Spearville.
“I was very blessed to receive a position in a place
where there is a chapel present,” Wrinn said. “That
was a great surprise. It also surprised me how involved
everyone is with each other’s ministries, and how we
help each other and come together.”
ADAM URBAN is the Director of Youth Ministry for
the diocese.
The Hays native actually started here back in late
May, but after only a few weeks traveled to Boston
where he began working toward a Master’s Degree
in Theology and Ministry. After six weeks of study, he
returned to resume his employment while continuing
to work toward his Master’s Degree online.
“My main focus is initiating parish level youth ministry,” he said. “There are few parishes in the diocese
with active, consistent youth ministry programs. My
primary goal will be to help one or two parishes per
year to establish active youth ministry.”
Urban is the son of Steve and Nancy Urban. He has
one sister, Rebecca.
He had intended to enter medical school when he
said he had a “reversion” to the Faith.
“I started taking part in adoration in my sophomore
year of college at Fort Hays State,” where he was
majoring in biology, he said. That and his involvement with the Ft. Hays Catholic youth group, Catholic
Disciples, as well as with the then new Prayer and Action youth and young adult program in the Diocese of
Dodge City, led him to make a major shift in plans.
“I owe my ministry to that decision to go to adoration and Catholic Disciples and ask God what He wants
for my life,” Urban said.
Fortunately for the youth he serves, Urban’s hobbies
include “any outdoor activity, basketball, racquet ball,
mountain biking, camping….” He’s also an accomplished pianist and plays the guitar. And he likes to
read. And cook.
“And eat,” he said, laughing.
He and Father Jacob Schneider are in the very early
planning stages for World Youth Day 2019, which will
be held in Panama in January.
Carleigh Albers is serving as Youth and Young
Adult Ministry Intern for a period of one year, while
also serving as Youth Minister at St. Dominic Parish in
Garden City.
She comes to Southwest Kansas by way of Smolan,
Kans. (10 miles south of Salina), where she was reared.
She attended Fort Hays State University, where, at age
21, she converted to Catholicism.
“It was my own stubbornness” that led to her conversion, she said.
“I was in a relationship with a guy who was ‘obnoxiously’ Catholic,” she explained, laughing. “I was an
agnostic and wanted to prove him wrong. I started
reading a book called ‘Youcat.’” The book offers a
simple yet deeply thorough examination of the Catholic faith and its beliefs.
“I was really captivated by it. It proved to me the existence of God,” and led her to join the Catholic faith.
Albers earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Communication Studies and has a love for journalism. In her junior
year of college, she was presented the top journalism
award in Kansas for her writing.
At the same time, Albers felt herself being led to
ministry. Her internship with the Diocese of Dodge
City includes assisting Adam Urban, Director of Youth
Ministries, and Gentry Heimerman, Director of Young
Adult Ministries.
Her parents are Curt and Rochelle Albers. She has
one younger sister, Carrie.

Adam Urban, Director of
Youth Ministry

Carleigh Albers, Youth and
Young Adult Ministry Intern

“I owe my
ministry to
that decision
to go to adoration and Catholic Disciples
and ask God
what He wants
for my life.”

— Adam Urban

“I was very
blessed to
receive a
position in a
place where
there is a
chapel
present.”

— Susan Wrinn
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DO YOUR SOUL A FAVOR
Lift the burden of sin
Priests share their thoughts on confession
Along with Eucharist, the
Sacrament of Penance/
Reconciliation/Confession
offers us as Roman Catholic Christians a wonderful
opportunity to be healed of
our deepest hurts and sins,
and there is no cost … just
courage, humility, and a
little of our time.
— Father Reggie Urban

One of my favorite
images is Jesus standing
beside the priest in the
confessional, as our Savior is
loving the penitent, and
guiding the priest to be a
GENTLE SHEPHERD OF
RECONCILIATION.
— Bishop John Brungardt

I am always glad when someone comes to Confession, or when
I receive the sacrament, because I know that it is Our Lord
who is not only forgiving the sins confessed, but also using the
sacrament to give the penitent the grace he or she needs to
overcome temptation in the future and to live more fully as a
Christian. I always see the sacrament as bringing peace.
— Msgr. Brian Moore

My main suggestion for penitents is “DO NOT BE AFRAID”.
Nothing happens in the confessional except the forgiveness
of sins, sins that God already knows about and that won’t
startle the priest (probably). Forgiveness, love, mercy, no
condemnation, no judgement. It’s a win, win.
— Father Don Bedore

C

anon 989 of the Latin Church stipulates, “After having reached the age of discretion, each member of the faithful is obliged to confess faithfully his or her grave sins at least once a year.” It has
become the practice that Advent and Lent are the occasions when most of the faithful avail themselves to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, rightly so as parishes offer communal penitential services
during these times. It behooves all the faithful to confess grave matters of sin as soon as they are
consciously aware of them so that they may receive the joy of a good conscience and the grace of
a soul infused by Divine Mercy by this most humble of Sacraments. The Sacrament is also a remedy
against the diabolical influences. Have courage! DO yOUR SOUL a FaVOR, and frequently visit the
Lord before a tabernacle so that you may always be vigilant in keeping the tabernacle of your heart
pure for the presence of the Most Holy Trinity.
— Father Peter tran

We talk about God’s love all the time,
but in the sacrament of reconciliation
we experience “first hand” God’s merciful love. Our Lord Jesus Christ takes
from us our sorrows and burdens and
gives us back forgiveness and love.
— Father Juan Salas
“I wish to heal, not accuse,” said St.
Augustine of his ministry of reconcilia
tion. The salve of absolution knows no
equal. Come to the sacrament without money, without cost and receive
eternal life.
— Father Jim Dieker

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent
Me, so I send you.’ When He had
said this, He breathed on them
and said to them, ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit, if you forgive the sins
of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are
retained’” (John 20: 21-23).
After reading the scripture above
constantly and in deep reflection
I realized the Sacrament of reconciliation is not for God’s benefit,
but for my personal benefit. I must
need it as frequently as possible.
The faithful need to understand
the Sacrament of reconciliation is a
gift God gave to everyone.

— Father Prakash Kola

When I was growing up, we went to confession every Saturday,
just like our weekly bath. Are we any cleaner today?
— Father Maurice Cummings

I am always humbly amazed that
God’s grace in the Sacrament of
Penance allows us to forgive ourselves, too, let go, and move on.
— Father Charles Seiwert
I feel refres hed and heale d
spiritually when I go to the sacrament of Reconciliation.
— Father Bernard Felix

I think I would simply say that when I don’t confess on a
regular basis it is really easy for me to slide into selfish,
sinful patterns. When I do confess regularly, life is better.

— Father ted Stoeckline

I

n the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15:
11-32),
the Evangelist describes the young man
who has
squandered his inheritances realizing just
how far he
has strayed from his father’s love and his
own nature
as a son and making the decision to see
k forgiveness.
One translation of the young man’s self
-realization
reads, “he came to himself.” In other wo
rds, the
young man awoke to the fact that what
he had done
and how he was living were not in accord
with his
true identity. The sacrament of confess
ion offers us
the same opportunity to “come to ourselv
es.”
By examining our conscience and confess
ing our sins
to a priest honestly and without fear, we
reclaim our
identity as sons and daughters of God,
brothers and
sisters of Jesus Christ, and members of
his Church.
— Father timothy hickey
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Oración, Reflexión, Sacrificio

A

Otro Camino
+ Ronald M.
Gilmore
Obispo Emeritus de
Dodge City

lgunos días estamos un poco
inestables e inquietos. Estamos
agobiados, tristes y pesados.
No podemos trabajar. No podemos
pensar. No podemos rezar.
¿Aceptamos todo eso como la
voluntad de Dios para nosotros hoy?
¿A caso aprieta usted sus dientes, y
se retuerse en dolor, y espera hasta
que pase? “No,” dice San Ignacio de
Loyola. Él nos invita a pararnos del
sofá, estar dispuestos a hacer algo
sobre eso. Tres “cosas” en efecto.
Debemos orar, él dijo, aunque
no sentimos hacerlo. Y nosotros,
usualmente no lo hacemos. Experimentamos, a cambio, un sentido de

impotencia y desesperanza. Deberíamos pedirle al Señor que remueva
esta desolación de nosotros. Como
dirigirnos hacia Dios en mostradores
de oración directamente cualquier
sentido de separación de Dios. No
debemos nunca darnos por vencidos
tratando de estar cerca a Dios, quien
nunca se da por vencido para estar
cerca de nosotros.
Debemos pensar, él dijo, aunque
no sentimos hacerlo. Piense especialmente en las verdades de la Fe, aquellas palabras de la Escritura, aquellos
recuerdos de nuestra propia historia
de vida, lo que sea que revele el amor
de Dios por nosotros, y que eleva

nuestros corazones pesados. Estos
días malos pueden también ponernos
más alertas de las cosas en nosotros
que nos separan de Dios, más alertas
que los dias buenos pudieran hacer. A
menudo nos engañamos nosotros mismos pensando que somos totalmente
Suyos, cuando realmente retenemos
tanto. Somos maestros practicados de
la propia decepción. Sabiendo esto en
detalle, puede liberarnos.
Debemos sacrificarnos, él dijo,
aunque no sentimos hacerlo. Lo
que más queremos en cualquier
momento de desolación es “alivio”
y lo que más hacemos es buscar ese
alivio fuera de nosotros, algún es-

cape, en la diversión, en lo ocupado,
en los medios de comunicación, o en
varias gratificaciones que son más o
menos saludable. Usualmente nos
alejamos de Dios. Nos alejamos de
la comunión con él, cuando esá comunión se vuelve difícil. Lo que más
necesitamos es el valor para negar
ese hábito fijo de alejarnos. Por lo
tanto, un sacrificio apropiado, conocido sólo por usted y por Dios, uno
que cuente cada tendencia a volar.
Así es que Oración, Reflexión,
Sacrificio: tres Cosas. Ellas nos dan
la oportunidad para luchar a cambiar
nuestros tiempos malos por tiempos
buenos.

Obispo celebra Misa en
frontera de EEUU y México,
lugar de “vida y muerte”

E

L PASO (ACI).- En la Misa celebrada en la
frontera de Estados Unidos y México, al pie
del Río Grande, Mons. Mark Joseph Seitz,
Obispo de El Paso, Texas, alentó a los fieles a trabajar a favor de los migrantes, que se arriesgan
a la muerte “buscando una vida aquí”.
“Ese Río Bravo, Río Grande, ¿es un río de vida
o un río de muerte? Es, de alguna forma, ambas
cosas”, señaló.
En la Misa, celebrada el 4 de noviembre desde
las 10:00 a.m. (hora local), el Prelado recordó que
pocos meses atrás, en solo una semana, “cinco
personas murieron, cinco preciosas creaciones
de Dios”.
“Hermanos nuestros, hermanas nuestras,
miembros de sus familias, buscando una vida
aquí, se murieron en esta agua”, lamentó.
Mons. Seitz destacó que el río provee a la
zona de “agua para vivir, particularmente en el
desierto”, por lo que fue aprovechada por los
habitantes de la región desde muchos siglos
atrás.
“Pero ahora, a causa de nuestros asuntos
políticos, es también lugar de la muerte”, dijo.
Citando la Carta de San Pablo a los Romanos,
el obispo estadounidense reflexionó sobre el cuerpo como una unidad, que a la vez tiene muchas
fronteras, pues “cada célula tiene su pared”.
“Esa pared tiene un secreto para funcionar, es
permeable, porque las cosas que necesitan pasar

pueden pasar, las cosas que necesitan entrar en
la célula pueden entrar”, dijo, así como que “las
cosas que necesitan salir, pueden salir”.
“Pero es una manera ordenada, controlada.
Pero es permeable y por eso nuestro cuerpo
puede funcionar”, dijo.
Mons. Seitz subrayó que la frontera “debería
permitir el paso, así como permite el paso de
esta agua, que vuelve verde y fértil por todo lo
que pasa”, y recordó que “todos somos parte
de un cuerpo” encabezado por Cristo, Buen
Pastor.
“Sin importar qué fuerzas traten de dividirnos,
debemos recordar que somos un solo cuerpo
bajo un Pastor, un Creador, que nos ha hecho
a todos, y nos ha dado un lugar en el cuerpo”,
señaló.
“Ninguna frontera debe dividirnos”, remarcó.
El Obispo señaló también que no es suficiente
congregarse cada año en la frontera “para hablar
acerca de esta realidad”, sino que “necesitamos
trabajar”.
“No estamos hablando solo de políticas publicas aquí, estamos hablando de decisiones, que
son decisiones de vida y muerte”, dijo.
“Nosotros, como Iglesia de Dios, necesitamos
vivir esta realidad, enseñar y mostrar lo que
creemos en nuestro servicio a los migrantes, y
migrantes refugiados”, precisó.

Fotos: Joe Najera / Diócesis de El Paso
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La rueda del equilibrio

M

ons. Eugene Gerber,
nuestro obispo de 1976
a 1982, dio una conferencia en la década de los 90 a
los seminaristas de la Diócesis
de Wichita. Yo era seminarista
para Wichita en ese momento. El
tema era el equilibrio: cómo vivir
una vida equilibrada en medio de
un mundo frenético, agitado y
ocupado. El Señor nos llama a la
+ MÁS REVERENDO santidad, pero ¿cómo podemos
JOhn B. BRUnGaRDt nosotros, con su gracia, vivir esta
vida virtuosa de una manera equilibrada?
Mons. Gerber enseñó que hay seis áreas generales
que debemos considerar:
• Espiritual: esto incluye la oración, nuestro ser
conscientes de la presencia de Dios, la Santa
Misa, el Sacramento de la Reconciliación, la
lectura / oración / estudio de la Biblia, las
devociones.

• Servicio: poner nuestras vidas al servicio de los
demás, en la familia, en la parroquia, en la
escuela, en el trabajo, en la comunidad.
• Social: la familia y los amigos disfrutando de la
compañía de los demás, jugando / riendo juntos, animándose mutuamente, edificándose
unos a otros, recibiendo nuevos amigos.
• Cultural: la música, las artes visuales, las artes
escénicas, las películas virtuosas, la belleza.
• Intelectual: ampliando nuestras mentes, estudiando, leyendo un libro, tomando un curso de
Formación de Ministerio Pastoral.
• Física: dieta adecuada, ejercicio, sueño, chequeos
médicos, asesoramiento.
La clave es que cada semana debemos experimentar
cada una de las seis áreas. Es posible que no sea posible
todos los días. Esto es vivir la vida “en abundancia” (Juan
10,10). Las nociones falsas son que podemos “darnos
el gusto”, o “simplemente hazlo”, o “compra hasta que
te caigas”; estas nociones nos ponen al centro de una
manera narcisista. Queremos a Jesús en el centro de

nuestra vida.
A veces, caemos en una trampa: creemos que podemos
servir, servir y servir. Esto lleva al agotamiento; hemos
descuidado las otras áreas importantes en nuestra vida.
Otros obstáculos para un equilibrio genuino: el perfeccionismo, el control, tener un complejo de salvador, creer
que mi camino es la única manera, que solo yo puedo
hacerlo, o confiar demasiado en la tecnología.
¿Algunas ayudas para el equilibrio auténtico? Reduzca
la velocidad, relájese, no se tome a sí mismo tan en serio,
planifique con anticipación, tome un día libre cada semana
para descansar / recrearse / orar, pídale a Jesús que le
revele sus necesidades, que cure sus heridas y que lo ame
incondicionalmente.
Agradecemos al Señor por la bendición de Mons.
Gerber, un sabio maestro de la fe católica. Confiemos
en Jesús y María, que nos ayudarán a mantener el equilibrio. Jesús “vino para que tengan vida y la tengan en
abundancia” (Juan 10,10).

Niños Traen
los Santos
a la Vida
DODGE CIty -- Alexa Lee, 9, (y Padre
Wesley Schawe) representa a Santa
Philomena el 1ro de Noviembre Dia
de Todos los Santos en el “Salón de los
Santos” en la Cathedral de Dodge City.
Cada niño tiene un “botón” en su mando.
Cuando es precionado (suavemente), the
“santo” describe en la primera persona
el santo que ellos representan. También
en la foto son Santa Elizabeth de Hungary
(Joselyn Lopez); y San Juan Diego (Nomar
Donjuan).

Hombre de Kansas trae

Envíe una carta de apoyo a nuestros seminaristas

‘Un Trozo de Tiempo’

D

ani Sandoval artista de
Wichita, lanza las manos de Manuel
Gonzales, quien vivió en la Villa Mexicana
del Sur de Dodge City en la primera mitad
del siglo 20 para sostener el pincel en su escultura en honor a todos aquellos de la villa
quienes trabajaron el Ferrocarril Santa Fe. La
escultura se titula “Una Trozo de Tiempo”,
y está en exhibición en el Museo Booth Hill.
Sandoval usó su propias manos como
un molde para aquellos sosteniendo
el martillo.

J. Stang

E. Frieb

¿Estas siendo llamado?
Pagina 7
artículo para
ser traducido
al español en
el próximo
número.

Sesiones de conscientización
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan con menores
a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización
de Proteger a los Niños de Dios.
Estas sesiones de conscientización
están disponibles en ambos inglés y
español. Son conducidos por gente de
nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores. Las sesiones se
publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el
períodico Southwest Kansas Register y la
página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.
dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.

a. habash

Línea especial para
víctimas de abuso sexual
Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce
ha sido víctima de abuso sexual por algún
clérigo, o cualquier empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse
con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620)225-5051, o (620)2252412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@
starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho de comunicarse directamente a Social
Relief Services, 1-800-922-4453.

La verdad de Dios es más
emocionante que lo que
podamos entender. Es el
camino a todas las cosas
maravillosas y buenas en
la vida, las cosas que Dios
quiere que tengas. ¡Es
también el camino hacia la
mayor libertad que existe!
Jesús dijo a sus primeros
discípulos: “¡No tengáis
miedo!” ¡Así que no
tengáis miedo!
¡Sé valiente! Si tienes
preguntas, pide la ayuda
de tu pastor u otros sacerdotes que puedan ser
tu amigo y una fuente de
inspiración para ti. Estarán contentos de poder
ayudarle durante tu viaje.

e. Hernandez

t. Saucedo

A

hora que están en su último año de estudio,
los diáconos Schneider y Brantley han expresado lo significativo que es para ellos haber recibido
sus cartas de apoyo a través de los años. Por favor,
continúen enviando sus cartas, también a nuestros
más nuevos seminaristas, para que sepan que
están orando por ellos.
John StanG
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Austin HABASH
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
Eric FRIEB
Conception Seminary
College

P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
Esteban hERnanDEz
Conception Seminary
College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
tyler SaUCEDO
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210

adVantage

Page 12 November 19, 2017

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

DAN REED, FICF

(785) 472-2145 oﬃce
(785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood,
Hoisington, Olmitz,
Russell, Claflin,
Ellsworth

DARIN REED,
FICF

TYLER MEYER,
FICF

(785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(785) 726-4899
(785) 259-2335 cell Kingman, Seward, ShaRansom
ron, Willowdale, St. Leo,
St. John, Pratt, Danville,
Medicine Lodge, Kiowa,
Greensburg

For more
information on
a career with
the Knights of
Columbus,
contact George
Spinelli at
(785) 726-4899.

BRENT WOOD

DAN ORDONEZ

L INENBERGER

(785) 301-2676
oﬃce
(785) 623-8716 cell
La Crosse, Olmitz

KEITH BILLINGER

JOSE ARIAS

(620) 260-0962
(785) 259-8689
(785) 623-3999 oﬃce
Garden City, Plains,
Great Bend, Larned,
Spearville, Wright,
Liberal, Ulysses,
Kinsley, Belpre
Dodge City, Ness
Ingalls, Elkart, JohnCity,
Jetmore, Ingalls,
son, Hugoton, Lakins,
Ashland
Syracuse, Satanta

Check out our website!

2

• • • kofcinsuranceks.com
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

5 Catholic United
States Supreme Court
justice
6 16th century saint
with a flowery name
7 “Am I my brother’s
___?” (Gen 4:9)
8 The Archdioceses of
Tokyo and Mandalay are
here
13 “Where, O ___, is
your victory?” (1Cor

TeASeR THe FIRST: Three people
bought a pet one day. Their names
were Zach, Rachel, and Hubert. The
animals they bought were a snake,
a parrot, and a guinea pig. They
bought their pets for $100, $50, and
$25.

S HAUN

(785) 821-1265
Marienthal, Dighton,
Scott City, Sharon
Springs, Tribune,
Goodland, Colby,
St. Francis,
Garden City

1

15:55)
15 “Let your ___ mean
yes” (Mt 5:37)
17 Brother
19 Letter by which a
priest is released from
one diocese and accepted into another
21 “The Lord is my ___”
(Ps 23:1)
23 Church days
24 Religious instruc-

tion, formerly (abbr.)
25 Church song leader
26 Reformation era
saint
28 Joseph was told in
one to flee to Egypt
29 Make up for sin
31 The Garden of Eden
might have been in this
modern-day state
33 Jacob was afraid to
meet him

ST. MICHAEL’S MIND BENDERS

Can you find out which person
bought which animal for which
amount of money using these clues?
1. Zach is allergic to birds.
2. Hubert couldn’t get the $100 pet,
so he bought the snake.
3. Rachel saved $10 a week for ten
weeks in order to get her pet.
4. The mammal was $25.

st. sebastian’s soduKo

Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

aCROSS
3 Deliver a homily
9 “Dies ___”
10 Nod, vis-vis Eden
11 Honorific title for a
bishop
12 Gift of the wise
men
14 “Lord, teach us to
___” (Lk 11:1)
16 Mother-in-law of
Ruth
17 The ___ of Christ the
King
18 Agatha is their patron saint
20 Most likely Paul’s
first epistle (abbr.)
22 Deaconess in the
early Church
24 Nativity scene
26 The Angel Raphael
figures in this book
27 ___ Pio
30 French-Canadian
Catholic singing phenomenon
32 “Eternal ___ grant
unto them”
34 Saint of Lisieux
35 Angel’s hat?
36 Son of Eve
37 Partner of Cosmas
DoWN
1 “I will raise you up
on eagle’s ___…”
2 Altar linen
4 Turn away from sin

TeASeR THe SeCoND:
What do the following have
in common?
1. A Bull - A Car - A Shoe
Salesman
2. A Courtroom - A Dugout
- A Park
3. A Football Team - A Phone
- A Stereo

4. Yellow - Black - Baltic
5. Dark - White - Milk
6. Steak - Spaghetti - Tartar
7. A Bobbin - Spider Webb - A
Screw
8. Tow - Row - Show
9. Rally - Stock - Drag
10. Families - Trees - Hair

TeASeR THe THIRD:
Say the following words slowly, then faster, until you hear a
phrase. Example: Common Firm Their Rain = Come In From
The Rain
1. Cage Hunk Hook King
TeASeR THe FouRTH:
2. Call Fibber Rake
What is that?
3. Canoe Key Pace He Grit
4. Cause Mope Hauly Ten
5. Calm Hand Drench Heave

(left) To solve a Soduko, fill in the table
so that the numbers from 1 to 9 will be
in each column, each row and each 3x3
box only once. every sudoku puzzle can
have only one correct solution.
Cada fila debe contener los números
a partir la 1 a 9. Cada columna debe
contener los números a partir la 1 a 9.
Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9.
Puzzle courtesy of
sodukooftheday.com.
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	Ann Chacon Molina, 93, of
St. Nicholas Parish, Kinsley, died
Oct. 27, 2017. Her sense of humor, infectious laugh and cheerful
smile spread joy and happiness
amongst those living and working
at Oak Manor. She was preceded
in death by two sons, Ronald and
David and husband Jesse. She is
survived by two daughters, Patty
Molina and Marcy Lundberg;
son, Tim; three sisters, Rosalie
Castaneda, Margaret Garcia and
Carlotta Brenner; brother Martin
Chacon; three grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren. Father
John Strasser presided.
Roxann Montes Anchondo, 22, of St. Anthony of Padua
Parish, Liberal, died Oct. 26, 2017.
She graduated from Liberal High
School in 2013, from Seward
County Community College in
2015, and was in her second
year of college at Fort Hays State.
Survivors include her parents,
Francisco and Teresa Anchondo;
her brother, Andrew Montes Anchondo; and her grandmother,
Asencion Cardenas vda de Anchondo. Father Jacob Schneider
presided.
David Miguel Romo, 26, of
St. Helen Parish, Hugoton, died
Oct. 25, 2017. Survivors include
his parents, Alfonso and Margarita
Romo; his grandmother, Alejandrina Gonzalez; three brothers, Antonio, Manuel, and Alfonso; and
a sister, Guadalupe “Karina” Gallegos. He was preceded in death
by his grandparents, Pascual and
Aurora Hernandez, and Alfonso
Romo.
Floyd Hatfield, 85, of Sacred
Heart Parish, Pratt, retired United
States Air Force Missile Maintenance Controller and Retired
USD 382 Director of Transportation and Maintenance, died Oct.
31, 2017. He was active in Boy
Scouts and coaching baseball. He
is survived by his wife, Lyola of 60
years; children, Cathy Pauschera,
Jeff Hatfield, Lori Davis, and Dennis Hatfield; 12 grandchildren;
six great-grandchildren; brother,
Robert Hatfield; and sister in-law,
Roberta Hatfield. Father Michael
Klag presided.
Cecilia  Agnes  (Sack) Hart,
101, of Sacred Heart Parish, Pratt,

died Nov. 1, 2017. Her husband,
James M. Hart Sr., preceded her
in death on Dec. 1, 2001. While
living in Hays, she belonged to
St. Joseph Catholic Church and
the Daughters of Isabella. She
moved to Pratt 49 years ago and
was a Member of Sacred Heart
Church and Altar Society. In 1999
she went to Washington, D.C.,
where she received the Outstanding Oldest Worker award. She is
survived by two sons, Stephen
and Joe; daughter, Barbara Janzing; numerous grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and greatgreat-grandchildren; and daughter in-law, Delia Hart. Father Fred
Gatschet presided.
Mario Alberto Mejia-Salcido, 63, of Mary, Queen of Peace
Parish, Ulysses, died Nov. 4, 2017.
He is survived by his wife, Alma;
sons, Omar Mejia, Mario Mejia,
and Alberto Mejia; siblings, Leticia
Imelda Mejia, Sergio Mejia, Sonia
Cristina Mejia, Victor Humberto
Mejia, Oscar Obed Mejia, and
Erika Cecila Mejia; and his twin
grandchildren, Emma and Matthias. Father Peter Fernandez
presided.
Jerry J. Stoecklein, 85, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St.
Patrick Church, Great Bend, died
Nov. 1, 2017. He was the uncle of
Father Ted Stoecklein, Parochial
Vicar of Prince of Peace Parish.
Mr. Stoecklein was a United
States Army veteran, serving
during the Korean Conflict from
1953 thru 1955. He married
Merlyn L. Fischer Aug. 20, 1960;
she preceded him in death on July
7, 2015. Survivors include two
sons, Karl and Alan; two sisters,
Aggie Stueve and Esther Staub;
and many nieces and nephews,
including Lea Ann LeRoy, Gordan
Simpson, Monty Simpson, Audrey
Fry, and Father Ted Stoecklein.
Father Don Bedore presided.
Arlene L. Drake, 89, of Prince
of Peace Parish, Great Bend, died
Nov. 2, 2017. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Kenneth Marvin Drake on on Nov.
21, 2007. Mrs. Drake was a clerk
at McCoy’s Shoes. She was a
member of the Altar Society.
Survivors include two sons, Robert and Wayne; one daughter,

Janice Rosenholtz; five brothers,
John Riebel, Victor Riebel, Wilbert
Riebel, Melvin Riebel, and Leon
Riebel; three sisters, Sister Florentia Riebel, Sister Leona Riebel and
Sister Barbara Riebel; eight grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren;
and one great-great-grandchild.
Father Don Bedore presided.
Editor’s Note: Mrs. Drake’s
brother John, and their father and
grandfather, were highlighted in a
front page story in the Nov. 5 issue
entitled, “The courage of Clemens
Riebel.” The story can be found
on the SKC website, dcdiocese.
org/swkscatholic.)
Robert  “Bob” Strothman,
86, of Pratt, died Nov. 5, 2017.
Survivors include his son, Ken;
daughter, Terri Reif; two grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. Strothman farmed and
flew charter air trips out of Pratt
Regional Airport. He later graduated from Barber School in Wichita and worked at Palace Barber
Shop. He retired in 1999. Father
Michael Klag presided.
Lawrence Emil Demel, 85,
of Holy Family Parish, Odin, died
Nov. 5, 2017. Demel was a farmer
and stockman. He served his
country during the Korean War
in the U.S. Army 224th Infantry
Regiment, from 1953 to 1954,
being honorably discharged as
the rank of Sergeant. He was a
member of the Knights of Columbus. Survivors include his
wife, Sidone; six sons, Michael,
Richard, Kenneth, Ronald, Duane,
and Francis; six daughters, Lorene
Rajewsky, Maryanne Couture,
Lynn Meek, Arlene Oberle, Donna
Keil, and Anita Blackwell; four
brothers, Bernard, Ambrose,
Harold, and Edwin; three sisters,
Theresa Bieberle, Dolores Lane,
and Kathleen Chacon; 29 grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren,
two step-grandchildren, and two
step great-grandchildren. Father
Terrence Klein presided.
Benito “Benny” Lee Rojas,
60, of the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City,
died Nov. 2, 2017. Benny worked
as a clerk for the United States
Postal Service for 30 years until
his retirement in April of 2015.
Survivors include his mother,

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Nov. 19
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 303/First Thessalonians 5:1-6/Matthew 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-20
Monday, Nov. 20
First Maccabees 1:10-15, 4143, 54-57, 62-63/Luke 18:35-43
Tuesday, Nov. 21; Presentation
of the Virgin Mary
Second Maccabees 6:18-31;
Luke 19:1-10
Wednesday, Nov. 22; Saint Cecelia, virgin and martyr
Second Maccabees 7:1, 20-31/
Luke 19:11-28
Thursday, Nov. 23
First Maccabees 2:15-29/Luke

9:41-44
Friday, Nov. 24; Saint Andrew
Dung-Lac, priest and martyr, and
companions, martyrs
First Maccabees 4:36-37, 5259; Luke 19:45-48
Saturday, Nov. 25
First Maccabees 6:1-13/Luke
20:27-40
Sunday, Nov. 26; Christ the King
- Solemnity
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17/First
Corinthians 15:20-26, 28/Matthew 25:31-46
Monday, Nov. 27
Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20/Luke 21:1-4
Tuesday, Nov. 28

Daniel 2:31-45/Luke 21:5-11
Wednesday, Nov. 29
Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 2328/Luke 21:12-19
Thursday, Nov. 30; Saint Andrew, apostle - Feast
Romans 10:9-18/Matthew
4:18-22
Friday, Dec. 1
Daniel 7:2-14/Luke 21:29-33
Saturday, Dec. 2
Daniel 7:15-27/Luke 21:34-36
Sunday, Dec. 3
Isaiah 63:16-17, 19/First Corinthians 1:3-9/Mark 13:33-37
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Josephine (Rojas) Olmstead and
husband Bob; brother, Daniel;
sister, Maria Rojas; sister in law,
Lisa Rojas; nieces and nephews,
Daniel C. Rojas, Audrey (Rojas)
McFeeters, Haley Rojas and Dawson Lee Hampton; great nieces
and nephews, Sydney, Sladen,
Sage and Skylar; his right-hand
man Marvelous Marvin Stenzel;
nearly lifelong friends/neighbors, Mike and Kris Helfrich; and
numerous friends and extended
family. Father Aneesh Parappanattu presided.
Darlene Marie Dean, 66, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St. Rose
Church, Great Bend, died Nov. 8,
2017. She was a member of the
Altar Society. Survivors include
two daughters, Michelle Lang and
and Chantell Schartz; one brother,
Donald Leiker; one sister, Dolores
Burgardt; seven grandchildren;
and one great-grandchild. Father
Don Bedore presided.
Marvin J. Gleason, 84, of St.
John the Baptist Parish, Spearville, died Nov. 7, 2017. He was
a farmer and cattleman all of his
life. Gleason joined the Knights
of Columbus Council 1539 while
in high school and was a member
of the St. Mary Parish Council,
Hodgeman County, prior to the
church closing in 1997. He was
honored with the Commercial
Hereford Breeder of the year
award in 1996. He was married
to Carolyn Konrade for more than
60 years. Survivors include his

wife, Carolyn; his three children,
Lynn Gleason, Shannon Gleason
and and Allan Gleason; a brother,
James; two sisters, Catherine Hattrup and Theresa Aistrup; two sisters-in-law, Darlene Gleason and
Lucille Gleason; five grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchildren.
Father Jarett Konrade presided.
Joan Marie Roths, 88, of St.
Aloysius Parish, Ransom, died
Nov. 10, 2017. She was a homemaker and worked at the Grisell
Memorial Hospital in the housekeeping department for 10 years.
She belonged to the Altar Society.
Roths is survived by her husband, Jake; one son, Alan; three
daughters, Mary Ann Davis, Carol
Walker, and Diane Reddig; two
brothers, James Hilmes and Ralph
Hilmes; one sister, Arlene Roths;
a sister-in-law, Donna HilmesHurn, and a brother-in-law, Tom
Stoecklein; 12 grandchildren and
19 great-grandchildren.

Obituary Policy
All obituary listings are
printed free of charge,
but must be edited for
space and SKC style.
If a listing was not included, or if you find an
error, contact Dave at
(620) 227-1519, or email
skregister@dcdiocese.
org. Please pray for
those listed here and for
their loved ones.
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Priests on the Prairie
Nov. 25, 1941

Father Matthew Brady

F

He served as chaplain of
St. Rose Hospital in Great
Bend (1922-23), before
being named first resident
pastor at Immaculate Conception, Burns.

ather Matthew Brady was born Sept. 27, 1889 at Farring Arriff, Arva, County Cavan, Ireland. He was ordained Sept 27,
1914, for the Wichita diocese, but worked several years in
Ireland and England before coming to Kansas.
He served as chaplain of St. Rose Hospital in Great Bend
(1922-23), before being named first resident pastor at Immaculate Conception, Burns, with the mission St. Michael’s, Cassoday. He built the rectory at Burns.
In 1925 he was granted a leave of absence due to poor health.
He returned in 1930 and was appointed pastor at Sacred Heart,
Cunningham, with Assumption at Turon.
In 1931 he was named chaplain at St. Mary’s Hospital at Winfield, but was transferred to St. Mary’s Parish at Pittsburg where
he was made curate. He was appointed pastor at St. Joan of Arc,
Elkhart in 1932.
Father Brady was appointed chaplain at St. John’s Hospital in
Iola in 1935. He served in this post until his death on Nov. 25,
1941, at the age of 52.
“He had been in poor health for a number of years with a
heart ailment. He suffered a great deal, but bore it admirably.”
(Advance Register, Nov. 28, 1941)
Bishop Christian H. Winkelmann celebrated the Mass of Requiem at St. John’s Church, Iola. Burial was in the parish cemetery.
Father Brady was the last of seven priests in the Wichita
diocese to die in 1941. The others were: Father Albrecht Kienhoefer, Father August Zink, Father Alexander Bellezza, Father
John Davern, Father Jose Munoz, and Father C.T. Niederpruem.

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

Free Coffee on
Saturday
mornings!

Pastoral Ministry
Formation
dcdiocese.org/
pastoralministry-formation
Coleen Stein:
(620) 227-1538

855-392-9333.
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Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

adVantage
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Pope’s Monthly
Intentions

Donnie D Marrs, AIA
www.dmapa.com
785-823-6002

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

ChRIStIanS
That Christians in Asia,
bearing witness to the
Gospel in word and deed,
may promote dialogue,
peace, and mutual understanding, especially with
those of other religions.

St Rose Church
Great Bend, KS

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
PRAYER I I

ANSWERS

DMA Achitects, PA

Complete Family Vision Care

N�������
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

E F N K E B K Z X Z Y T B V C

Over 30 years of experience in
Renovations, Restorations, and Additions
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D E E R C M X W A A B S G P N
E Y H J U Z M S N L
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M K

I

M

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

W
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E
S
F E A
R
T
I T H
A
C R E C
C
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Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

J B T P

V E U P A L

G

Largest
Selection of

I

I

T

M D

I

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

F R E O

L W Y M N

O N X U K L

O U R F A T H E R S U P O K F
FouRTH:
Seriously, what is that? I think a
bug might have gotten caught in
the printer.
THIRD:
1. Cajun Cooking
2. Coffee Break
3. Can you keep a secret?
4. Cosmopolitan
5. Commander in Chief
SeCoND:
1. They all have horns
2. They have benches
3. They have receivers
4. Seas
5. Chocolates
6. Sauces
7. They have threads
8. Boats
9. Car races
10. They have roots
FIRST:
Zach - Guinea Pig - $25
Rachel - Parrot - $100
Hubert - Snake - $50

SKC dates/
deadlines
Dec. 3/Nov. 22
Dec. 17/Dec. 6

CONTEMPLATION
CONTRITION
CREED
EVENING
GRACE

LITURGY
MEDITATION
MISERERE
MORNING
OFFICE

OUR FATHER
PETITION
PRAISE
ROSARY
THANKSGIVING

Distributors of

Western Beverage Inc.
301 E. Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS
(620) 227-7641
1-800-658-1770

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Michelob Ultra,
Michelob
Amber Bock,
Natural Light,
Busch, O’Douls

Sales & Service
Rent by the Day - Week - Month
New
Chrysler
Jeep
305 Second Ave.

Fleet & Individual
Lease Program

Compartir

Dodge
Dodge Trucks
Used
225-0271

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com
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Saints share their stories at Sacred Heart Cathedral

Photos by Dave Myers

alexa Lee, 9, portrays St. Philomena at the nov. 1 all Saints
Day “Hall of Saints” at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Dodge
City. each child had a “button” on their hand. When gently
tapped, the “saint” described in the first person who they
were and a brief history. at upper right is St. Joan of arc,
portrayed by Brenna zellers, 9; at far right is St. Louis Ix
portrayed by Brad Winans, 10; and at right is St. Sebastian (complete with tree and arrows) portrayed by jason
Rabe, 9. At left is St. Coloman of Stockerau. When asked
why he chose St. Coloman, nathan Schulte, 9, responded,
“Because his clothes looked cool!”

Charitable Gift Annuities
I�te�e�t R�te� ��� F��e� I��o�e�

Charitable gift annuities provide streams
of income paying 4% to 9%, depending on
the age of the donor. Charitable gift annuities also allow donors to make a gift to
benefit their parish, school, the Dechant
Foundation (supports Catholic schools,
continuing education, and priestly formation), or many other programs within the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City, receive
an income for life, and obtain a charitable
income tax deduction at the time the gift
is made. This vehicle requires a minimum
gift of $5,000.

Be�ef�t� of � Ch���t���e G�ft A����t�

A charitable gift annuity provides the
following benefits:
• A stream of income for the lifetime
of the donor and/or the donor’s
spouse
• A charitable income tax deduction
• An opportunity to establish an endowed fund in the donor’s name or in
the name of a loved one
• Avoidance or reduction of capital
gains taxes on gifts of appreciated
property
• A reduction in federal estate taxes
• The chance to support one or more
campus initiatives.

Ch���t���e G�ft A����t�

A charitable gift annuity is a contract
between the donor and Catholic Extension Society. Through the contract, the
Foundation is obligated to pay a fixed
payout rate to the donor and/or donor’s
spouse for life.

Ch���t���e G�ft A����t� R�te�
Age

Rate

Age

Rate

55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

4.0
4.1
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.4
4.5
4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8

67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78

4.8
4.9
5.0
5.1
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.7
5.8
6.0
6.2
6.4

Age
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90+

Rate
6.6
6.8
7.0
7.2
7.4
7.6
7.8
8.0
8.2
8.4
8.7
9.0

To honor those who have gone before

I

am available to assist you in achieving your
tax, estate planning, and charitable giving
objectives. We are pleased to provide personal
financial projections to you and your financial
advisors. For further information, please complete and return this form.
-- Mark Roth
Name:_______________________________
____________________________________
Address: ____________________________
____________________________________
City:____________________State:________
Zip:_________________________________
Telephone:(_______)__________________
Se�� to:
Mark W. Roth
Director of Development
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City
P.O. Box 137
Dodge City, KS 67801
(620) 227-1535

Photo by Adam Elliot
aShLanD — a group of parishioners from St. Joseph Parish accompanied Father
Prakash Kola, MSFS, as he blessed the graves at St. Joseph highland Cemetery in
Ashland on Nov. 2, All Souls Day. (See Page 1.) The are (ltoR) jan Fast, Haley Walker,
Linda Redger, trisha Redger, Britney Redger, Father Kola and trisha Elliot.

“If I can get them to go to heaven, that’s the best thing that
I can help them with. That’s my joy.” -- Father Juan Salas

