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Connie and Junior Maturey renew their vows at the Matrimony Anniversary Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Oct. 21. The Satanta couple have been married 49 years. They attend St. Alphonsus Parish. A story
and more photos are on Pages 12 and 13.
Photo by David Myers

In his own words
Audio interview with Bishop Gerber takes a look back
Archivist Note: On May 25, 2011, I had the opportunity to record an
oral history by telephone with Bishop Eugene J. Gerber. At that time, he
was Bishop Emeritus of the Wichita diocese and was residing in San Diego.
He served as third bishop of the Diocese of Dodge City from 1976 to 1982,
before being named bishop of Wichita. He died on Sept. 29. The following
text includes excerpts from the interview. — Tim Wenzl

A

rchivist: Let’s start with the announcement that you had been
named the third bishop of Dodge City. Do you remember the
circumstances of that announcement?
Bishop Gerber: Let me go back on how the circumstances
led up to that announcement. In those days, it was not by telephone call
that the apostolic delegate, as he was (then) called, that you learned of
your appointment. It was by a letter, and it was a pontifical sealed letter
within a letter, and you read the letter, and it asked you the question of
whether you would respond affirmatively to the appointment that the
Holy Father had in mind. And then, what you did is write back with a
secret code word. The secret code word for me was: what are you doing
to promote religious education? And I wrote back and responded in that
vain and that meant that it was accepted. It meant that I was accepting
Continued on Page 7

“In those days, it was not by
telephone call that the apostolic
delegate, as he was (then) called,
that you learned of your appointment. It was by a letter, and it was
a pontifical sealed letter within
a letter ..., and it asked you the
question of whether you would
respond affirmatively to the appointment that the Holy Father
had in mind. And then, what you
did is write back with a secret
code word.”
— Bishop Eugene J. Gerber, 1931-2018

“National Vocation Awareness Week,
Nov. 4-10, 2018, is an annual week-long
celebration of the Catholic Church in
the United States dedicated to promote
vocations to the priesthood, diaconate
and consecrated life through prayer and
education, and to renew our prayers and
support for those who are considering one
of these particular vocations.”
— USCCB
We are extending this week to the entire
month of November. [Note: National
Marriage Week is Feb. 7-14, 2019]
As diocesan Bishop, my priority at this
time for particular vocations is the ordained
priesthood. We only have 27 full-time priests
with an assignment for our 48 parishes and
other ministries.
In the next two years we will have up to
three retirements. Two more of our priests
in their 60s are struggling with health
problems.
We have been blessed with seven
seminarians. Our next ordination, God
willing, will be 2022. I ask every Catholic in
the diocese to pray for more workers in the
vineyard: holy, happy, healthy, hard-working
priests, as well as deacons, religious sisters,
religious brothers, and married couples.
All are called, by their baptism, to give
their lives to the Evangelization with Joy
(Pope Francis). I ask every parish to have
the intention of at least one Mass per month
for more seminarians for our diocese. I ask
every parish to have an intercession at each
and every Mass for vocations.
Check out this issue, and the next couple
issues of the SKC, for more info about
vocations, or go to the US bishops website
(usccb.org) and search for National Vocation
Awareness Week. Possibly some of the
deacons, religious, or married couples in
the diocese would submit future articles
for the SKC and website for their particular
vocation.
Let us trust in Jesus, our Head Director
of Vocations, for his inspiration and grace.
Let us listen to His whisper in our hearts in
prayer – especially who He wants us to be.
Jesus loves us so much!

+ Bishop John

Around the Diocese
Daughters of Isabella help children learn lesson in giving
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Immaculate Conception Circle #744 hosted a back to school project for St. Joseph School,
Ellinwood (above) and Holy Family School, Great Bend (above, right). Members generously
donated items for the project. Above, Principal Marlene Clayton and St. Joseph School
students, Cooper Gunn and Braden Lewis, receives items from Jolene Rziha, Past Regent
and Judy Krebaum, Regent. At upper right, members delivering items to Holy Family School
on behalf of the Circle include Rziha; Joyce Beadles-Fry, auditor; and Krebaum. Accepting
the items are Karen Moeder, Principal; Kathy Hayes, Secretary; and students (front row,
eft to right): Jax Johnson, Wes Breeding, Heidi Jording. Students standing (left to right):
Mya Krebaum, Kennedi Stalcup, Eli Somers, and Mikala Minton.

DofI members honored for years of service
(Right) Immaculate Conception Circle #744 recently honored members
with milestone membership anniversaries. Judy Krebaum, Regent, (center)
presented certificates to 60-year members Darlene Boley, Mae Suppes
and Rose Leiker. Anna Lessor (second from left) was presented her 50year pin and certificate. Not present but recognized were Kay Sander, 70
years; Marilyn Brehm and Lucille Smith, 60 years; Ada Leiker, 50 years; Ruth
Corbett and Lucille Schneweis, 30 years. A 60-year certificate was presented
to Marilee Huslig’s family posthumously on August 20.

Public rosaries said across globe

GREAT BEND -- The 101st Anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima was celebrated Saturday,
Oct. 13, with a Rosary Rally at Prince of Peace at St. Patrick Church at noon. Thirty people
were in attendance. “Thank you for choosing to make the Rosary Rally a success,” said
organizers. “It was an awesome time we spent praying the rosary, litany and many more
prayers for our country.”

LIEBENTHAL -- Twelve people gathered in prayer on the grounds of St. Joseph’s Church,
commemorating the 101st anniversary of the miracle of the sun at Fatima, Portugal.
The annual rosary crusade drew 21,145 groups of people throughout America in prayer
for the country at noon, joining with crusades in 27 more nations around the world,
for a total of 23,018 crusaders praying the rosary. Representing the local communities
of Timken, McCracken, LaCrosse, and Liebenthal were: (left to right) Emmett and Gerri
McGinn, Julie Huber, LouAnn Legleiter, Jeanette Rogers, Norman Legleiter, Carolyn
Thompson, Raymond Depperschmidt, Ardis and Benny Viegra, and Judy Hoffman.
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March for Life
information See Page 15
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Archbishop Romero declared a saint

Kansas bishops
create ‘Election
Year (video)
Message’
The four bishops of Kansas have
created an Election Year Message, as
they do every two years, highlighting
some of the issues with which voters
should be concerned leading up to
November.
Issues highlighted include abortion,
marriage, and immigration, among
others.
The four-minute message is
presented in both English and Spanish
versions.
Bishop John Brungardt narrates
the Spanish language version (but
on behalf of all the bishops). All the
bishops are featured in the English
version.
The video can be seen at dcdiocese.
org, or www.kscathconf.org.

Archbishop Oscar Romero sits among the farmers and young people of El Savador. Romero was murdered in 1980.
By CHARLENE SCOTT MyERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
rchbishop Oscar Romero of El
Salavador, brutally murdered 38
years ago by a right wing military
squad that had defiled and slaughtered
three nuns and a lay woman before his
death, was declared a saint by Pope
Francis on Sunday, Oct. 14.
Romero was shot down by a rightwing death squad on March 24, 1980
while celebrating Mass at the Cathedral
of San Salvador. He had protested
the murders of the three nuns and
a lay woman who had worked with
the poor in San Salvador, and when
threatened with death himself, had
defied the cowardly murderers and
bravely launched a weekly Sunday radio
address to his flock urging them to keep
the faith and also be brave in the face
of death.
The canonization of Romero was
opposed by some leaders in the
Roman Catholic Church who thought
he was “too political.” None of those
leaders, however, had ever risked their
lives or spoken out on behalf of the
“disappeared” in El Salvador.
Hundreds of college age youth
had marched in defense of the poor
in that country and paid for their
bravery by being brutally defiled and

A
Annual
Great
Bend
Mission
Bazaar,
Nov. 10

The Great Bend Mission Bazaar, Nov.
10, will benefit the Dominican Sisters’
Nigerian Missions and the poor where
the Sisters minister.
The event will take place Saturday from
7 a.m.-2 p.m., at 3600 Broadway in Great
Bend, and includes lunch for sale.
The Sisters and other volunteers are
hard at work producing hundreds of
handcrafted and homemade items for
sale: bread • rolls • jelly • candy and
noodles • scrubbies • tea towels• baby
items and toys • Christmas decorations
• greeting cards• cross-stitch items •
quilts and afghans • gift baskets • and
much more.
There will also be raffles, one of the
price for which is a blue sapphire and
diamond earrings and pendant valued
at $4,900.
The event offers a good occasion to do
some early Christmas shopping.
For more information, call 620-7921232.

“disappeared,” a much too clean word
for the young people whose bodies
were crudely dumped in a volcano in El
Salvador.
The modern martyr Romero also
had spoken out against the brutal
Salvadoran Army, and the people of
El Salvador did not forget his courage
in the face of death. Five thousand
people from El Salvador traveled
nearly a thousand miles to attend the
canonization in Rome of their beloved
slaughtered leader, who was revered
as a saint long before the Vatican
proclaimed it so.
“Romero left the security of the
world, even his own safety, in order
to give his life to the poor and to his
people,” Pope Francis said.
The ceremony to declare Romero
a saint drew a total of 70,000 people
to St. Peter’s Square in Rome. Pope
Francis was the first pope from Latin
America, and he revealed early in his
papacy that he would work for the
canonization of Archbishop Oscar
Romero.
The United Nations recognizes the
important work and values of the
life of Archbishop Romero every
March 24 when it celebrates a day
to promote human rights, and
Westminster Abbey erected a

“I do not believe in death
without resurrection. If they
kill me, I will rise again in the
people of El Salvador.”
— Oscar Romero —

statue of Romero in London, honoring
him along with Dr. Martin Luther King
as one of 10 modern martyrs.
Among the greatest moments of my
life were the two times I visited the
coffin of Archbishop Romero outside
the cathedral in San Salvador.
I touched the coffin lightly with one
hand, and wiped away my tears with
the other hand, so honored to stand
beside him after his death.
Romero was a humble, quiet man,
and a giant of humility and grace.
In the face of injustice and terror, he
spoke out.
Pray for us left behind who miss you
so much, dear St. Oscar!
May we kneel and kiss the hands
of the Lord and Mary and your hand
someday in Heaven!
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Who is ‘your neighbor’?
“Mmmmmm! Is that meatloaf I smell cooking?” I asked
my wife as I walked in the door after work.
“Your favorite!” she responded cheerily. “How was
your day?”
“Oh, you know. Work stuff. Nothing to trouble your
mind with!”
She sighed, so I put one arm around her and with the
other raised her little chin: “Listen Muffin, don’t forget,
no one cooks meatloaf like you do!”
She smiled. “Oh, honey. I guess that’s why you’re the
man and I’m the wife!”
“That’s right, muffin. That’s right.”
In reality, if I ever were to say my wife, “Nothing to
trouble your mind with” in answer to ANY question ...
it’s enough to say that I had better be in a different room
before she responds. Maybe even a different state. She
would hunt me down. She wouldn’t hit me with a pan
or kick me in the shins; her look alone would be enough
to cause physical harm. It’s her superpower.
There’s a good chance that the first few paragraphs at
top reminded you of a 1950s TV commercial. Or maybe
an episode of “Leave it to Beaver.”
Consider the following: One of the most difficult tests
I ever have to take is at the eye doctor.
“One … or two,” she asks as she flips from one slide
to the other. The pressure’s on. Which slide is clearer?
One or two? C’mon, Dave, think!
“Um … could I see the first one again?”
“Sure. One … or two.”
“Uuuhhh … two. No, one! TWO!!” Finally I just pick one
at random, preferring to avoid embarrassment, even if it
means paying for prescription lenses that make a semicolon look like an insect crawling across the page.
Because I require progressive lenses, and because I’m
far-sighted in one eye and near-sighted in the other,
my eyes present a tough challenge for the doctor. My
glasses are never perfect. I don’t blame the doctor. I
blame my creator, Dr. Frankenstein.
Why did I make that abrupt switch from discussing 50s
sensibilities to an eye test? We have all sorts of lenses
that we look through in life. In college, I had a “media”
class during which we viewed all sorts of commercials
and print ads. Many from the 70s were so blatantly
sexist that you couldn’t help but laugh out loud ... or
cringe. What kind of lenses were those folks looking
through when they made these ads?
One of the milder print ads was for toothpaste. It
showed a girl at the dentist, speaking to the camera:
“He says my teeth are so good, I can be his receptionist
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Commentary

Praying for daily bread

when I grow up!”
Note to dentist: How about she
becomes a dentist and takes over
your practice after you lose your
license for offending one too many
people with your sexist comments?
Huh? How about that?!
Among the worst is a bowling
alley ad that reads, “Have some By Dave Myers
fun. Beat your wife tonight.”
Editor
Wow. Nowadays, the ad would
have made the national news, drawing protestors to
the bowling alley—which is nice to know, because it
tells us that society hasn’t become totally desensitized
to damaging rhetoric.
But things seem to be sadly changing. Moving
backwards.
Have you noticed that we’re trying to rebuild some
of those walls that we have worked so hard to tear
down? Walls of sexism? Walls of racism? Walls of
bigotry? More and more incidences of hate are being
reported. It’s as if the lens through which we see the
world is once again becoming blurred. The prevalence
of hate words have resulted in more and more hate
actions. Hate words dehumanize, which makes it easier
for those in power to achieve an end result. It’s much
easier to eliminate programs that help migrants when
you convince the world that they are criminals.
Hate words by those in leadership positions grant
permission for hate words to be used by the populace.
They grant permission for action. Suddenly what was
avoided last year is embraced this year. Hate is in. Love
is so last year.
This is how hate gains a foothold. It doesn’t happen
when a group of white supremists hold a rally, it
happens when good people keep silent.
The solution is simple. Replace that blurred lens
with the lens created by the sacrifice of our Lord, who
suffered and died on the cross for each and every human
being on this planet.
His only request is that in exchange for His extreme
sacrifice, we love one another. Let’s not fail Him.
Jesus replied: “’Love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these
two commandments.” -- Matthew 22:37-40

Inherit the Mirth
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By Cuyler Black

F

rom my window on the world
I watch the morning sun burst
over the Coburg hills. In no time
at all it shines full and fiery orange
through a gap in the tree boughs,
blazing brightly enough to make me
look away.
Perfect timing, I think. I am coming to
the close of Morning Prayer, lingering
By Mary
in the final benediction. In minutes a
fresh loaf of bread will be ready to pull Sharon Moore
from the oven.
Poor, Like Jesus
“Give us this day,” I pray, “this day,
the bread that we need. In whatever form of real presence
that you desire to share.”
I think of yesterday’s supply. It was bread, to be sure, but
not the edible kind. Nonetheless, a form of real presence,
which I shared with the elderly Asian man who approached
my bus stop, accepting the little space I had made for him
to sit beside me on the little concrete block on Willamette
at 29th.
He wants to know where the Western Union office is.
Hmmm. I have to think. I have never used Western Union,
but I know I’ve seen the sign. Ah, yes, in the UPS store
across the street.
Now I think of daily bread which I shared the day before
that, too, at the same bus stop, where I espied Gene, who I
know from church, waiting like a sentinel for the No. 24, his
motorized wheelchair ready for the ramp.
We talk some. He is pleasant, and looking forward to his
workday, a day of policy research at the Independent Living
office downtown.
In our few minutes of conversation we feed each other,
each from our own fresh supply of daily bread.
I discover that the bread I really pray for is the bread I can
share with others. The bread of presence, real presence.
The bread of listening and acknowledging what the other
needs to share with me.
And yes, sometimes it’s a whole wheat bread sandwich
with fresh ground peanut butter.
And sometimes, it’s the bread of actual accompaniment.
I mean, walking on some distance on someone else’s route
when I planned to be on my own.
Like the time I deboarded the bus at the same stop as an
older gent, whom I have not seen in a long time.
I notice how much he has aged. (Perhaps he notices the
same about me.) His movements now are slow. So I wait
while he deboards after me. Beyond the typical bus chatter,
I get the sense that he has something else he needs to say.
So I hold back, and open up for him a space to talk, a
space, here on the sidewalk at Oak and 13th, to be heard.
And he shares with me a deep spiritual sorrow that has
come to him in his old age.
“I will die with this sorrow,” he tells me.
He looks in my eyes. Will I dismiss his pain? Or squirm
and walk away? Or worse, will I judge him?
“This is heartbreaking for you, I imagine,” I say.
We walk a block, and then another. He talks, I listen. I feel
the great unburdening of a soul approaching its final agony.
I share with him a small fresh loaf of attention,
accompaniment, understanding. This brother of mine was
hungry, so the Lord sent me.
I too, one day, will be visited by a spiritual sorrow. And
someone, I know for certain, will share with me a small
fresh loaf of daily bread. The Lord arranges it that way.
This is no idle prayer, this prayer to receive “daily bread.”
It is real, because human hungers are real, and many, and
complex, and everywhere.
And this is the way God works: Those with the hungers,
sometimes heartbreaking hungers, will be led to us by the
movement of God.
“Your kingdom comes,” a loaf at a time. We are the
answer to our prayer.
(c) Mary Sharon Moore, 2018. All Rights Reserved. Mary
Sharon Moore writes and speaks nationwide on the nature
of God’s calling in our times.
Visit marysharonmoore.com
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Bishop Emeritus
Ronald M. Gilmore

Another Way

commentAry
He sent them to every town and place...

O

n the Feast of Saint Luke, we read that
the Lord singled out seventy others,
and sent them into every town and
every place where he himself was about to
come (Luke 10: 1). And that has remained
true through all the checkered ages of the
Church.
It certainly does in our own heavilycheckered age. It is true for each bishop,
priest, monk, nun, and lay person of our time.
All of us are sent to hand on what we have
seen and heard of God. The Lord never stops
coming to our towns and places, and so he
never stops sending seventy, and another

seventy.
What with all our failures, and scandals,
and division, and fighting, it is very hard just
now. We have neglected the hurting least
among us. We are covered with confusion.
Our courage fails. Our energy flags. It is easy
to feel like the lamb, when the wolves are
snarling around you.
But that’s all right. Our sins have brought
it upon us. It can help us re-focus our eyes.
His message is his message, first, not our
message. It is not something we make. Left
to ourselves, John said, we can make nothing.
It is a gift he makes to us.
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He asks us to go to the heart of his
message, and to proclaim nothing but Christ,
and him crucified. He wants us to sweep
aside all peripheral and incidental things,
and to see the substance, and to say the
substance, and to cling to the substance.
This is the time to bear the shock, and the
shame, and the hurt of our own sinfulness. It
is the season to bow our heads to the deep
purification now come upon us. To set our
faces like flint, and to go on to the next town:
it may be there that he is to come today.

libacy?
Hey, Bishop! Are you kidding me? Ce
life?” for the sake of the kingdom of heaven”
Celibacy means “to promise not to
marr y,” right ? It’s hard to imag ine
never marrying. Isn’t matrimony a holy
covenant in which a man falls in love and
marries a woman, to promise an entire
life together physically, emotionally, and
spiritually, to cooperate with God as
co-creators of children, to be a husband
and dad? Why would God call me to be
a celibate priest?

Growing up, I always assumed I would
marr y and have child ren. I’m from
a large family - five siblings, over 30
nephews and nieces, more than a dozen
grand nephews and nieces; Mom had 10
siblings, Dad had 17 siblings, and I have
88 first cousins! At the time, my view

was “What do I want to do with my
and I thought that I wanted marriage.
Then a priest asked me “have you ever
thought about the priesthood?” This
question opened my heart to a new view
for my life: “who does God want me to
be?” This is the vocation question, the
“being/identity” question instead of the
“doing” question, the “God” question
instead of the “I” question.
Yes, matrimony is a very holy calling by
God for most males. But for some of us
guys, God calls us to another vocation, a
call to the priesthood. This was the plan
the Heavenly Father had for Jesus, the
Great High Priest, who did not marry, nor
have children. Jesus Himself said that
some are called to “renounce marriage

(Matthew 19:12). I am called to give my
life to the Church, my bride. I am called
to care for my spiritual children, the
people of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge
City. This promise enables me to give
myself “to God alone with an undivided
heart” (Catechism #2349).
But, what about chaste living? Aren’t
we all called to chastity? Yes. The
Catechism teaches that “chastity means
the successful integration of sexuality
within the person, and thus the inner
unity of man in his bodily and spiritual
being” (#2337). We are all called to
this chastity, depending on our state of
life. For spouses, chastity means sexual
relations only with each other, with love

and openness to children. For singles,
priests, and religious brothers and sisters,
this mean s no sexu al relat ions with
another. All are called, with God’s grace,
to avoid sexual sins: lust, masturbation,
fornication, and pornography.
Celibacy is a wonderful gift that the
Lord chooses for some. Listen in your
heart in prayer to God’s call to be a
celibate priest, or a husband and dad.
God has the best plan prepared for you
– the plan that will bring you the most
happiness and fulfillment. Jesus loves
you more than you can ask or imagine!

+ Bishop John

Hallowtide: An ancient Catholic tradition
By SEAN M. WRIGHT
Special to the Catholic
ithin Catholic liturgical
tradition Jesus Christ is
surely the Prince of Tides:
Adventide, Christmastide, Passiontide,
Paschaltide, Whitsuntide and Hallowtide
are recognized by the Church as special
celebrations of redemptive grace
occurring throughout the liturgical year.
During the Middle Ages, in Europe’s
chiefly rural culture, work was hard and
tedious. Realizing the value of leisure,
the Church set aside Sundays and
some 30 holy days of obligation within
the liturgical year, days celebrated
with special festivals of worship and
merriment. The Church forbade
manual labor while encouraging games,
theatricals, music and song to recreation the human psyche.
Hallowtide was and remains part of
the liturgical year, extending from the
evening of October 31, the vigil of All
Saints Day through All Souls Day on
November 2. The celebration reminds
the Church Militant on earth of its union
by Baptism and prayer to the Church
Suffering in Purgatory and the Church
Triumphant in Heaven. This is the
essence of the dogma of the Communion
of Saints. For nothing, not even death, as
St. Paul wrote, can separate us from the
love of Christ.
During Hallowtide, all the Saints
in Heaven, known and unknown,

W

are venerated and their intercession
implored. Relief is then offered the
Holy Souls in Purgatory through prayers,
indulgences, and special Masses.
During the eve (late afternoon or
evening) of the vigil of the Feast of All
Saints—All Hallows in Olde English—
children would go “souling”—strolling
from door-to-door, singing special
“souling” songs about the need to pray
for the faithful departed in Purgatory,
that they might soon enter into heavenly
glory.
Grateful housewives rewarded singers
with small “souling cakes,” eaten while
still warm: round loaves of sweet
quickbreads or small cakes looking like
thick cookies, each marked with a cross
of raisins or currants.
This is the origin of the Hallowe’en
(“Hallows eve”) tradition of “Trick or
Treat”. Trickery wasn’t part of the
original tradition, but treatery certainly
was.
Hallowe’en is a time for laughing at
Satan.
Never heard that before? Well, I’m
not surprised. Our sophisticated age has
cast off many a lively Catholic tradition.
It’s unfortunate because children crave
traditions. When God is divorced from
the family, children’s lives are the poorer
for the loss.
Catholic children used to be taught
that Satan loathes being reminded that
he has forever lost the divine joy of the

Beatific Vision. Immersed in spiteful
arrogance and conceit, the supreme
narcissist absolutely detests being
laughed at.
Regrettably, mistaken Fundamentalist
attitudes have come to fore in recent
years. Hallowe’en is regarded as a
fearsome night given over to evil; a
night belonging to Satan and demonic
minions.
Bosh! Catholic spirituality is much
healthier. We yield nothing to evil;
surrender nothing created by God to
Satan.
We used to sing hymns extolling
Christ’s victory over “death, hell and sin
/ which Adam’s transgression had wrap’t
us in.” while advised to “Rejoice and be
merry, set sorrow aside!” for, on Calvary,
Satan lost. Death fell victim to Life.
Wearing costumes betokening
scary ghosts, red-suited devils, and
evil witches originated with the idea
of ridiculing ‘death, hell and sin’, but
eventually turned into a fright fest, the
initial intent being lost.
Soul cakes, always marked by a cross,
were a family’s humble sacramental,
a reminder of the Blessed Sacrament
and the joy of the wondrous, heavenly
Supper of the Lamb.
Therefore, on All Souls Day, pray for
our brothers and sisters, the Holy Souls
in Purgatory: Eternal rest grant to them,
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May the souls of all the

Hallowe’en is a time for
laughing at Satan.
Never heard that before?
Well, I’m not surprised.
Our sophisticated age
has cast oﬀ many a lively
Catholic tradition. It’s
unfortunate because
children crave traditions.
When God is divorced
from the family,
children’s lives are the
poorer for the loss.
faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.
And, on All Saints Day, rejoice with our
brothers and sisters beholding the face
of God: Blessed be God in His Angels and
in His Saints!
Sean M. Wright, an Emmy-nominated
television writer, is a Master Catechist
in the archdiocese of Los Angeles.
Comments may be sent him at
Locksley69@aol.com.

Page 6 October 28 2018

¡Oiga, Monseñor!

¿Me está tomando el
pelo? ¿El celibato?

El celibato significa “prometer no
casarse”, ¿verdad? Es difícil imaginar
no casarse nunca. ¿No es el matrimonio
una santa alianza en la que un hombre se
enamora y se casa con una mujer, para
prometer toda una vida juntos física,
emocional y espiritualmente, cooperar
con Dios como co-creadores de hijos, es
decir, como marido y padre? ¿Por qué
me llamaría Dios para ser un sacerdote
célibe?
Al crecer, siempre supuse que me
casaría y tendría hijos. Vengo de una
familia numerosa —cinco hermanos,
más de 30 sobrinos y sobrinas, más de
una docena de sobrinos nietos y sobrinas
nietas; Mamá tenía 10 hermanos, papá
17 y yo 88 primos hermanos. En ese
momento, mi punto de vista era “qué
quiero hacer con mi vida”, y pensé que
quería casarme. Entonces un sacerdote
me preguntó: “¿Has pensado alguna vez
en el sacerdocio?”. Esta pregunta me
abrió el corazón a una nueva visión de mi
vida: “¿Quién quiere Dios que sea?”. Esta
es la cuestión de la vocación, la cuestión
del “ser/identidad” en lugar de la cuestión
del “hacer”, la cuestión de “Dios” en lugar
de la cuestión del “yo”.
Sí, el matrimonio es un llamado muy
santo de Dios para la mayoría de los
hombres. Pero para algunos de nosotros,
Dios nos llama a otra vocación, una
llamada al sacerdocio. Este era el plan que
el Padre Celestial tenía para Jesús, el Gran
Sumo Sacerdote, que no se casó ni tuvo
hijos. Jesús mismo dijo que algunos están
llamados a “renunciar al matrimonio por
el reino de los cielos” (ver Mateo 19,12).
Estoy llamado a entregar mi vida a la
Iglesia, mi esposa. Estoy llamado a cuidar
de mis hijos espirituales, el pueblo de
la Diócesis Católica de Dodge City. Esta
promesa me permite entregarme “a Dios
solo con corazón indiviso” (Catecismo n.
º 2349).
Pero ¿qué hay de la vida casta? ¿No
estamos todos llamados a la castidad?
Sí. El Catecismo enseña que “la castidad
significa la integración lograda de la
sexualidad en la persona, y por ello en
la unidad interior del hombre en su ser
corporal y espiritual” (n. º 2337). Todos
estamos llamados a esta castidad,
dependiendo de nuestro estado de
vida. Para los cónyuges, la castidad
significa relaciones sexuales sólo entre
ellos, con amor y apertura a los hijos.
Para los solteros, sacerdotes y religiosos
hermanos y hermanas, esto significa
no tener relaciones sexuales con otros.
Todos son llamados, con la gracia de Dios,
a evitar los pecados sexuales: lujuria,
masturbación, fornicación y pornografía.
El celibato es un regalo maravilloso que
el Señor escoge para algunos. Escuche en
su corazón en oración el llamado de Dios
a ser un sacerdote célibe, o un esposo y
padre. Dios tiene el mejor plan preparado
para usted, el plan que le traerá la mayor
felicidad y satisfacción. ¡Jesús lo ama más
de lo que puede pedir o imaginar!

+ Msgr. John, Obispo
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Semana Nacional de Concientización sobre las Vocaciones
“La Semana Nacional de Concientización
sobre las Vocaciones, del 4 al 10 de
noviembre de 2018, es una celebración
anual de una semana de duración de la
Iglesia Católica en los Estados Unidos
dedicada a promover las vocaciones
al sacerdocio, al diaconado y a la vida
consagrada a través de la oración y
la educación, y a renovar nuestras
oraciones y el apoyo a aquellos que están
considerando una de estas vocaciones
particulares” (Conferencia de los Obispos
Católicos de los Estados Unidos). Estamos
extendiendo esta semana a todo el
mes de noviembre. [Nota: La Semana
Nacional del Matrimonio es del 7 al 14
de febrero de 2019].
Como Obispo diocesano, mi prioridad
en este momento, para las vocaciones
particulares, es el sacerdocio ordenado.
Sólo tenemos 27 sacerdotes a tiempo
completo con una asignación para nuestras
48 parroquias y otros ministerios. En los

próximos dos años tendremos
cada una de las Misas por las
hasta tres jubilaciones. Dos
vocaciones.
más de nuestros sacerdotes en
Eche un vistazo a este número,
sus 60 años están luchando con
y a los siguientes números del
problemas de salud. Hemos
SKC, para más información
sido bendecidos con siete
sobre las vocaciones, o visita
seminaristas. Nuestra próxima
el sitio web de los obispos
ordenación, si Dios quiere,
de los EE.UU. (usccb.org) y
será en 2022. Pido a todos
busque la Semana Nacional
los católicos de la diócesis que
de Concienciación sobre las
oren por más trabajadores en
Por Rev. JOHN B. Vocaciones. Posiblemente
la viña: sacerdotes santos,
algunos de los diáconos,
BRUNGARDT,
felices, sanos y trabajadores,
religiosos o matrimonios de
así como diáconos, religiosas, Obispo de la
la diócesis enviarán artículos
religiosos y matrimonios. Diócesis Católica en el futuro para el SKC y el
Todos están llamados, por de Dodge City
sitio web para su vocación
su bautismo, a dar su vida
particular.
a la evangelización con alegría (Papa
Confiemos en Jesús, nuestro Director en
Francisco). Pido a todas las parroquias Jefe de las Vocaciones, por su inspiración
que tengan la intención de celebrar al y gracia. Escuchemos su susurro en
menos una misa al mes pidiendo más nuestros corazones en la oración,
seminaristas en nuestra diócesis. Pido a especialmente en lo que Él quiere que
cada parroquia que interceda en todas y seamos. ¡Jesús nos ama mucho!

Ver sus
direcciones
en la
página 8.
John Stang

o?

¿Tienen un minut

Carson Haupt

Esteban
Jonathan
Hernandez
Lemus
Por favor tomen un momento para escribir una carta de apoyo a nuestros seminaristas. Ellos han expresado lo grande que es para ellos saber que hay alguien pensando
en ellos y orando por ellos.

Austin Habash Tyler Saucedo Eric Frieb

Los envió a cada pueblo y lugar ...

E

n la fiesta de San Lucas, leemos
que el Señor escogió a setenta
discípulos y las envió a todas las
ciudades y lugares adonde pensaba ir
(Lucas 10, 1). Y eso ha seguido siendo
verdad a través de todas las edades de
la Iglesia.
Ciertamente lo es en nuestra propia
época, muy accidentada. Es cierto para
cada obispo, sacerdote, monje, religiosa y
laico de nuestro tiempo. Todos nosotros
somos enviados a entregar lo que hemos
visto y oído de Dios. El Señor nunca deja
de venir a nuestros pueblos y lugares, y
por eso nunca deja de enviar a setenta, y
a otros setenta.
Con todos nuestros fracasos, escándalos,
divisiones y luchas, esto es muy difícil
ahora. Hemos descuidado a los que más

pequeños entre nosotros, que
de su mensaje, y que no
sufren. Estamos cubiertos de
proclamemos nada más que
confusión. Nuestra valentía
a Cristo, y a él crucificado. Él
flaquea. Nuestra energía
quiere que barramos todas las
flaquea. Podemos fácilmente
cosas periféricas e incidentales,
sentirnos como el cordero,
y que veamos la sustancia, y
cuando los lobos gruñen a su
que proclamemos la sustancia,
alrededor.
y que nos aferremos a la
Pero eso está bien. Son
sustancia.
nuestros pecados los que
Este es el momento
+ Obispo de soportar el choque, la
nos han traído esto sobre
n o s o t r o s . E s t o p u ed e Ronald M. Gilmore vergüenza y el dolor de nuestro
ayudarnos a reenfocar
propio pecado. Es el momento
nuestros ojos. Primero: el mensaje de de inclinar la cabeza ante la profunda
Jesús es de Él, no nuestro. No es algo que purificación que ahora nos llega. Para
nosotros hacemos. Dejados a nosotros poner nuestras caras como el pedernal,
mismos, dijo Juan, no podemos hacer e ir a la siguiente ciudad: tal vez Él llegue
nada. Es un regalo que él nos hace.
allí hoy.
Nos pide que vayamos al corazón

Protegiendo a los hijos
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y
voluntarios que trabajan con menores a asistir a
las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los
Niños de Dios. Estas sesiones de conscientización
están disponibles en ambos inglés y español.
Son conducidos por gente de nuestra Diócesis
especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores. Las
sesiones se publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas,
el períodico Southwest Kansas Catholic y la página
electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.

Próximas sesiones:

Ulysses - Spanish
Domingo, Noviembre 11, 2018
2 – 5 p.m.
Mary, Queen of Peace Church

804 N Colorado
Ulysses 67880
Persona de contacto: Marina Alvarado (620) 356-1532
Facilitador: Norma Alvarez (620) 225-4802

Línea especial para
víctimas de abuso sexual
Si usted, o alguien a quien
usted conoce ha sido víctima de
abuso sexual por algún clérigo,
o cualquier empleado de la
Diócesis de Dodge City, por
favor comunicarse con el Sister
Dave Snapp, Fitness Review

Administrator: (620)225-5051, o
(620)225-2412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@starrtech.net.
Conserva siempre su derecho
de comunicarse directamente
a Social Relief Services, 1-800922-4453.
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Remembering Bishop Gerber, third bishop of Catholic Diocese of Dodge City

Audio interview preserves, documents history
Continued from Page 1
the appointment and then the actual announcement of the appointment came on
October the 16th.
A: You succeeded Bishop Marion F.
Forst, who had been bishop of Dodge
City for 16 years at the time. Did you
have an opportunity to speak to him
either before or soon after the public
announcement?
BG: Immediately after the public announcement, he called me, and the first
thing he sent me as a gift was a zucchetto,
because as soon as an announcement
is made that a priest is being named a
bishop, he can begin to wear a zucchetto,
that little head piece. So, he wanted me
to have one of those right away, and he
wanted it to come from him.
A: In succeeding Bishop Forst, did you
have any questions for him, or did he give
you any advice?
BG: Giving the nature of Bishop Forst,
we worked out some of the general principles or the general guidelines for the
installation. After that, it was all turned
over to the priest under his charge and
the lay people who worked so diligently
pulling off the installation there. I might
add that at that time, there was a change
being made for the way in which bishops
are installed and ordained. Up to that
time, it was not uncommon for them to be
ordained in their home diocese and later
installed in their new diocese. It was at that
time that they were changing to have the
ordination coincide with the installation
liturgically, and so the ordination took
place in the diocese to which the priest
was being assigned. There was still an
exception made in my case because my
mother was an invalid and could not make
the trip to Dodge City. So, they deferred
to my request to have the ordination in
Wichita, and then she attended the installation (at Dodge City) from the sacristy at
the cathedral in Wichita and watched it
by way of television.
A: So then, in 1982, you were named
to succeed Bishop Maloney at Wichita,
your home diocese. Do you recall the
circumstances of that appointment? You
were only a bishop six years, was that a
surprise to you?
BG: It was very much a surprise. Let me
tell you how I learned of that. By that time,
they were either calling you by telephone
or talking to you in person. And I was at a
Fall meeting of the Conference of Bishops
in Washington. The apostolic delegate at
that time (since then has become known
as the apostolic nuncio) came to me on
the floor and he said, “I need to talk to
you.” And so we went into a door, and it
was like a storage room/mop room, and he
opened another door and it was a kitchen.
He opened another door and that wasn’t
appropriate. He couldn’t find a place, we
couldn’t find a place where he could tell
me what he wanted to tell me, so he said,
“We’ll just talk here.” We were right on
the floor and he said, “The Holy Father
wants you to become, is asking you to
become the bishop of Wichita,” and I said,
“Who me?” He looked at my nametag and
he said, “You are Gerber aren’t you?” It
was a very humorous event, but I was so

taken by surprise that I’d be called from
Dodge City, number one, and number two,
that I would be called back to my home
diocese, but that’s how I learned. So that
was on the 22nd, I believe, of October, I
mean, sorry, the 22nd of November. Providentially, my dad died ten days later, and
ten days after he died, my mother died.
So, my dad died on December the 2nd, my
mother on December the 12th and what
added so much turmoil emotionally for
me was, first of all, leaving the Diocese
of Dodge City. So I was receiving cards
and letters in connection with leaving
the diocese, then I was receiving letters
and cards for coming to Wichita because I
knew a lot of people there, then after my
dad died, I was receiving grieving letters,
condolences and sympathies from people
about his death, then my mother dies and
the same thing happens when she dies,
and then I receive Christmas cards and
Christmas letters. So, that whole period
of time just became a blur. So many things
were happening emotionally that it was
only later that I could catch up with my
emotions.
A: You were the first of three priest
sons from the Wichita Diocese who have
been appointed Bishop of Dodge City. The
second was Bishop Ronald M. Gilmore,
who was your vicar general and moderator of the curia in your chancery there in
Wichita. He was appointed to succeed
Bishop Schlarman. How did you feel when
you learned of Bishop Gilmore’s appointment and that you would be losing your
vicar general?
BG: I was not concerned about losing
a vicar general. I was pleased that one of
our priests was being called to be bishop,
and I was pleased that he was being appointed to the Diocese of Dodge City.
There is a rejoicing that goes on. I was
the Apostolic Nuncio at that time, we had
just had the confirmations, the diocesan
wide confirmations in Wichita, so we had
about I don’t know how many thousand
students and after the ceremony, an outdoor ceremony, Archbishop Cacciavillan
said: I’m going to go. When we get to the
hotel, after about ten minutes, I’m going
to be in my room, such and such, and you
ask Father Gilmore come in to see me,
and five minutes later, after he comes in
and sees me, I want you to come in. And
that’s how Bishop Gilmore learned of his
appointment. So, when I went into the
room, there was Archbishop Cacciavillan,
Father, then Bishop-elect, Gilmore, and
myself. That trio was a nice setting, it
was a nice exchange. There was nothing
except happiness for the Diocese of Dodge
City and for Bishop Gilmore. I didn’t give
any thought about losing someone. I’ve
always gone to the principle: The best
thing you can do for the church is give
out of your own need and not out of your
surplus, and then you will be blessed. I
had learned all of that from the missions
in Venezuela, you know, you don’t wait
to give out of your surplus but give out of
your need, and so that was a viable and
life-giving principle that was operative
in my heart and in my mind. So it was
something that fit naturally into my attitude and my emotions.

A: Now the third son from Wichita
to be named Bishop of Dodge City was
Bishop John B. Brungardt. And you actually ordained him to the priesthood
didn’t you?
BG: I did, through the grace of God.
A: Did you have
any part in nurturing
his vocation?
BG: To this extent
that we would get together with the seminarians every summer, but I would also
visit the seminaries
every semester. On
the occasion of visiting the seminaries
where our men were
studying, I would visit
with each of them individually, take whatever time it took and
pursue the reasons
for their vocation and
what was motivating
them, all of that sort
of thing that was not
only a testing of their vocation, but also
an affirming of their vocation. So, to
that extent, I had a part in his vocation.
What led him from the faculty of Kapaun
Mount Carmel at the time to seek the
priesthood, I don’t recall exactly, but I
knew him on the faculty there before
he went to the seminary.
A: Very good. There was one other
thing I wanted to visit with you about.
You were actually in Rome for an ad
lumina visit with Pope John Paul I. You
were actually there throughout his
pontificate weren’t you?
BG: I was. I was there. The first day
after we arrived was his (Pope John Paul
I), what is called a Solemn Beginning in
St. John Lateran’s (Basilica). And then
I was there with Bishop Hanifen, from
Colorado Springs, and we were scheduled to have Mass that morning at St.
Peter’s tomb, which is several levels
under the floor of the Basilica. And we
stepped out of where we were living and
on our way there it just seemed like all of
Italy had been struck by an atomic bomb,
it was all quiet and everybody was so subdued and shocked to hear of the Pope’s
death. I stayed there during the whole
pontificate and the day after the funeral
I believe, we left. But it was something
to be there during the whole pontificate
of the pope and to have been one of the
only groups of audiences of bishops that
he had received for an ad limina visit. So,
I got a chance to visit with him personally, and an interesting point that might
be appropriate here is: he liked to watch
western movies with Italian lines dubbed
in, and I said Dodge City, and he lit up like
a Christmas tree. With Matt Dillon and
Gunsmoke, you know that sort of thing.
So it was a delight to meet him and he
dismissed all his aides so that he could be
alone with us and it was the first time that
I had experienced such a close pastoral
relationship with the Holy Father. I had
been with Bishop Maloney as a priest with
Continued on Page 8

Mining The Archives
By Tim Wenzl
Archivist,
Catholic Diocese
of Dodge City

Top to bottom: Bishop Gerber greets Pope
John I; a newly ordained Bishop Ronald M.
Gilmore is congratulated by Bishop Gerber at
an ordination reception; Bishop Gerber lays
ordains the future Bishop John Brungardt to
the priesthood.
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In Persona Christi Capitis

A

s we approach November, which is the Month of
Priestly Vocation for the Catholic Diocese of Dodge
City, we will reflect upon the three missionary
realities (tria munera) of the priest as acting in persona
Christi Capitis (in the person of Christ the Head). The
priest, acting in the name of Christ himself, exercises the
threefold office of teaching, sanctifying and governing
“by virtue of Christ’s authority; not as a member of the
community, but speaking to it in the name of Christ” (ccc
875). Which it is to say that when the priest, in communion
with the church, teaches, sanctifies and governs, it is the
same Christ who performs those actions.
The three short articles will be an opportunity to
gratefully reflect on the priestly mission of the priest
through whom Christ continues to be truly present and
active within the Church. “In order to shepherd the
People of God and to increase its numbers without cease,
Christ the Lord set up in his Church a variety of offices
which aim at the good of the whole body” (ccc 874) and
invested the ones whom he called; “Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men,” (Mt 4:19) with the duty to
sanctify (Munus Sanctificandi), teach (Munus Docendi) and
shepherd (Munus Regendi) the mysrical body of Christ:
the church.
We will use this opportunity to shortly reflect on each
one of the three offices (tria munera) on three separate
articles.
The Priest - Munus Sanctificandi - The duty to sanctify
The duty of the priest to sanctify is born from God
alone. “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty” (Rev
4:8) He “is light and in him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn 1:5).
God’s holiness comes to the world in the person of Jesus
Christ. Christ bestowed that holiness on his priests who

at the same time contribute to make the
on his people. It is a great gift from God that the
people of God a holy nation. Christ gives his
priest represents. “The priesthood is the love
priest this mission and faculty (“the sacred
of the heart of Jesus,” as Saint John Vianney
power”) to act in persona Christi Capitis (ccc
would often say. This saint is a great example of
875) to make the faithful holy: to sanctify it.
the sanctifying office of the priest. His humble
The action of sanctifying the people of God
spirit and self-sacrificial soul allowed him to
follows the very sanctifying action received
administer the sacraments, especially the
by the priest himself: “And for their sake I
sacrament of penance and holy Eucharist, with
consecrated myself, that they also may be
a true-shepherd’s heart: “A good shepherd, a
consecrated in truth. I do not pray for these
pastor after God’s hear, is the greatest treasure
only, but also for those who believe in me
which the good Lord can grant to a parish”
through their word” (Jn 17:19-20).
(St John Vianney). He understood that God’s
The action of sanctifying a person could be By Father Juan Salas sanctifying action lays on the altar and the
understood as to put him or her in contact
Assistant Director, confessional. He often would say that “all good
with God so this person becomes one with
Priestly Vocations works, taken together, do not equal the sacrifice
Him. The priest sanctifies the people of God
of the Mass.” Saint John Vianney experienced
through prayer and work: by the proclamation of the the Love of God through the Eucharist celebration. He did
Word of God and in a very particular and special manner it so much that he knew that the soul and heart of the one
through the Sacraments” (cf. ccc 893). Each sacramental receiving our Lord need to be ready: thus, he spend much
celebration draws the person closer to God so both the of his ministry in the confessional.
priest and the faithful may attain eternal life. Thus, it is
God has always provided for his people. He has earnestly
Christ himself who makes us holy and the priest continues sought to make his people holy for “we know that in
the mission of the One sent by the Father through the everything God works for good with those who love him,
“word” and the sacraments.
who are called according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28). The
All the sacraments receive the sanctifying strength of the priesthood in its sanctifying function points out to that
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Likewise, reality in which Jesus Christ continues to set aside for
they proclaim the everlasting mercy of God. It is for this himself those receiving the proclamation of the world and
reason that when the faithful receives God’s mercy the sacraments. The hearts and lives of the faithful are
through the sacrament of penance; or when receives the transformed because of the experience of God’s merciful
body and blood of Jesus Christ through the sacrament of love. Through the word and the sacraments of Jesus Christ
holy Eucharist; then at that moment the one receiving it is the priest continues building up the “holy nation of God”
being sanctified by the sanctifying office of the priest.
(cf 1 Pt 2:9).
Through this priestly office, the love of God pours down
Saint John Vianney, pray for us.

What is Pope Francis saying to seminarians?
Editor’s Note: The following statements came from Pope
Francis when addressing seminarians at various occasions
in recent months.

them: pastors with the word of Jesus on their lips, with
their hands ready to wipe away their tears and caress
suffering faces,” he continued.

“The human, intellectual and spiritual enrichment you
receive in these years is not a reward for you, much less a
good to be earned for your career, but a treasure for the
faithful who await you in your Eparchies and to whom
your life looks forward to being donated.”
Our heart is like a compass: It orients and directs itself
toward what it loves, Francis said, quoting the words of
Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew: “Where your treasure is,
there will your heart be.”
“All this you are called to live in a time not without
suffering and dangers, but also pregnant with hope,” he
said.
People “will search for, in you, pastors that console

“The meeting with Our Lady [at Fatima] was for (the
shepherd children) a graceful experience that made them
fall in love with Jesus,” Pope Francis said.
“Look at her, and let her look at him,” he said, “because
she is your Mother and loves you so much. Let yourself
be watched by her, to learn to be humble and even more
brave in following the Word of God.”
It is a relationship with Our Lady that “helps us to have a
good relationship with the Church,” he explained, because
“both are Mothers.”
Through Mary, you can receive the embrace of Jesus,
her son, he said, and having a strong friendship with Jesus,
you can learn to love each person with the measure of the
Heart of Christ.
To lack a relationship with Mary is to be like an orphan

Seminary formation isn’t about [seminarians]
or even for them, but for the people they will
eventually serve in their parishes and dioceses.

Bishop Eugene J. Gerber
Continued from Page 7
Pope Paul VI, a half a dozen times, but
it was really something to be a bishop
for the first time to be meeting with
the pope for an ad limina visit and do
so under those circumstances.
A: Very good. Well Bishop, are there
any loose ends that we did not touch
on that you would like to address?
BG: I would like to talk a bit about
living, where I lived. When I went to
Dodge City, the chancery that is there
now, the chancery actually stopped at
the door before you go into the hallway.
There was a low number of staff members. Early on, I moved my office into
the bishop’s quarters, of what is now I
think the chapel, and that became my
office. And then as these various dioc-

Allow Mary to bring you closer to Christ

of the heart, he said. For a priest to forget his Mother,
especially in difficult times, is a very grave absence.

Report abuse

“On this point, speak clearly,” the pope said.
“If you see something like [abuse], [go] immediately
to the bishop. To help that abusive brother. Immediately
to the bishop.”
During an October meeting, he answered a question
about scandals in the Church and how to help Catholics to
not lose hope despite the “poverty of its ministers.”
“Scandal wounds. We must be clear: on this point, do
not yield. To scandals, no. Especially when the scandals
hurt little ones,” he said, emphasizing that though statistics
show abuse by priests or other clerics to be a small
percentage of total cases in society, it is not a reason to
ignore the issue.
“No. Because even if it was just one priest, this is a
monstrosity,” he underlined.

Send a letter of support to our seminarians!

esan services were developed, I kept
moving up and offices kept following up
until the building was full of offices and
I was living in the attic. The best place
that I have ever lived as a bishop was
that attic. It was so, it was just a holy
place for me. There was no way out John
Jonathan
Tyler
Eric Frieb
Esteban
Carson
Austin
except the stairs. So, I don’t remember Stang
Saucedo
Hernandez Lemus
Haupt
Habash
who, but somewhere along the line,
he people of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City are awesome! Back a few years ago
the chancellor and others decided that
when Father Mark Brantley was in seminary, he had several letters from well-wishers
I needed a rope up on that fourth floor
pinned to his bulletin board. Other seminarians from much larger diocese and archin case there was a fire and I couldn’t
dioceses
noted how lucky he was to have the prayers and support of the people back home.
get down the stairs. And so they gave
Please
take a moment to send a letter of support to our seminarians who, if it be God’s
me a rope and I said, “Well, now I know
that I am fully accepted.” But I just want plan, will one day serve as a priest for the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City! The seminarians
to underline what a spiritual place it have said on many occasions how much these letters mean to them!
St. John Vianney
Eric FRIEB,
John STANG,
was to live in the attic. I still have an
Conception Seminary College
Seminary
Carson HAUPT
Austin HABASH Theological
incredible love for western Kansas, for
1300 S. Steele St.
Esteban HERNANDEZ P.O. Box 502
Tyler SAUCEDO Denver, CO 80210
Conception, MO 64433
that diocese.
Jonathan LEMUS

T
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Internet video series shines God’s light on special kids
By DAVE MyERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
idden in the billions of bytes of
information flowing from the
Internet every micro-second is a
video series dedicated to the celebration
of the uniqueness of all human life.
“Hey, everyone. Welcome to SBSK,
the Youtube channel where you’ll
meet friends who live with many
different conditions.
“While watching these videos you’ll
notice one thing. Although humans
are incredibly diverse, we all have
so much in common. So, without
further hesitation, let’s meet today’s
friend.”
These are the words of Chris Ulmer, a
20-something special education teacher
who has devoted himself to travelling the
globe and talking with people who are
facing severe physical and/or intellectual
disabilities.
He not only tells their story, but, like a
modern-day Mr. Rogers, he makes clear that
those he interviews are special, that they
are worthy of friendship and respect.
The two- to 20-minute videos are not
always easy to watch. At least not at first.
Avery is a teenage girl with cerebral
palsy.
“What’s the most difficult thing about
being you?” Chris asks.
Avery thinks for a moment, smiles
wide and responds, “I don’t have any
[difficulties].”
“A lot of people say she’s an angel, and I
actually believe that,” her father says.
Another smile from his daughter who
is squeezed up next to him. “I never say a
mean thing,” she says.
“Why not?” Chris asks from off camera.
“Because, I’m a nice person!”

H

Avery, left, is one of more than 1,000 people with special needs from around the
globe whom Chris Ulmer, right, has interviewed for his video web log.
“I think a misconception is that she can’t
talk, or talks very little,” Avery’s sister says
as she takes a place next to her. “When
she first meets them, she’s pretty shy. But
then you get sassy once you get to know
them, don’t you?”
“Yeah!”
“Do you sometimes feel shy?” Chris
asks.
“Yeah.”
“Do you feel shy because you want them
to like you?”
“Yeah,” she responds.
“Are you scared they may not like
you?”
After a moment’s thought, she responds,
“No” and laughs.
Ulmer’s vocation has taken him all over
the world, meeting with people of all levels
of disability. Many are non-verbal, and
communicate with a look, movement or
sound. Yet it’s impossible not to see their
affection for the young man, who makes
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Refugee Resettlement Case Manager
Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas is looking for an energetic, well-organized
individual to fill the position of Refugee Resettlement Case Manager in our Garden
City office.
Primary responsibilities include working with newly arrived refugees, as well as
refugees that are secondary migrants and asylees in southwest Kansas. This position
will provide direct service related to housing, employment, economic and medical
assistance and will engage in community outreach in existing refugee communities
and with community stakeholders. Although a licensed social worker is preferred, an
applicant with case management or social service experience is encouraged to apply.
Experience with refugee communities is a plus.
This is a full-time position and offers a benefits package including health insurance
and a retirement plan. If you are interested in being a part of a mission-minded
organization concerned for the needs of the communities of southwest Kansas, send
a letter of interest and a resume to Debbie Snapp at 906 Central, Dodge City, KS 67801
or by e-mail at dsnapp@catholiccharitiesswks.org.

clear that he is there not just to put a face on
these special people, but to be their friend.
And it is by way of that relationship that
you can clearly see God at work.
“I was a special education teacher and
had the same seven students for three
years,” he said in a video question and
answer interview. “In our third year, we
started a blog. I wanted the community
to learn about my students to better
understand them, include them and have
them be a part of our life in southeast
Florida.”

For six months, the young teacher filmed
lessons and interviewed his students.
“I thought that would be it. It wasn’t my
goal to become a vlogger [video logger].
After six months we had 100,000 followers.
People started emailing me and asking if I
could come and interview them.”
He decided to publish a book: Special
Books by Special Kids (SBSK), but after
being turned down by 50 publishers,
Ulmer decided to devote full time to his
video series.
Today he has filmed more than 1,000
videos--190 on Youtube, and more than
600 on their original Facebook channel.
He has travelled across the globe, and has
been featured on an Australian version of
60-Minutes.
One common question he asks his
interviewees (or their parent), is, How do
you want people to act around you?
The same answer comes again and again:
“Just smile. Say hi.”
The philosophy behind the video series
is that everyone has the ability to change
someone’s life. It may be the life of the
person he’s interviewing, but it will most
certainly be those who are fortunate
enough to tune in.
To see his videos, go to Youtube.com
and type Chris Ulmer in the search box.
On Facebook, type in Special Books by
Special Kids.

Page 10 October 28, 2018

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

World Health Organization addresses

Video game addiction
Catholic News Agency
enver, Colo - In July, the World Health Organization
(W.H.O.) added “gaming disorder” to its list of
International Classification of Diseases, drawing
praise from one mental health expert who applauded the
crucial first step in addressing a mounting epidemic.
“The World Health Organization’s decision to
acknowledge the video game addiction is a good first
step in addressing a growing problem,” said Dr. Michael
K. Horne, director of Clinical Services for Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of Arlington and alumni of the Institute for
Psychological Sciences at Divine Mercy University.
“At best, video games are a distraction that prevent
genuine encounters occurring between friends, family,
and loved ones. At worst, video game addiction can have
severe negative ramifications on the health of the person,”
Horne told CNA.

D

“Gaming disorder” will be known, according to
W.H.O., as a clinical case of video gaming behavior
which leads to distress or significant impairment in
personal, family, social, education or occupational
functioning.
The W.H.O. noted that gaming disorder “affects only
a small proportion of people who engage in digital or
video-gaming activities,” but those who play video
games should be alerted to “the amount of time they
spend on gaming activities, particularly when it is to
the exclusion of other daily activities.”
The gaming industry was critical of the gaming
disorder designation, saying there was not enough
evidence to formalize a disorder, calling the W.H.O.’s
classification “deeply flawed.” Instead, they argued
that video games are “a useful tool,” to acquire
“competencies, skills and attitudes required for a
successful life in a digital society.”
The official W.H.O. designation was assigned
in an effort to destigmatize the addiction,
make video game addicts more willing to seek
treatment, prompt therapists to provide help
for the condition, and encourage insurance
companies to cover treatment for it.
“I have patients who come in suffering from
an addiction to Candy Crush Saga, and they’re
substantially similar to people who come in with
a cocaine disorder,” said Dr. Petros Levounis,
chairman of the psychiatry department for
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, according
to the New York Times.
“Their lives are ruined, their interpersonal
relationships suffer, their physical condition
suffers,” he continued.
Around 2.6 billion people around the world
play video games, according to the Entertainment
Software Association – two-thirds of which
reside in the U.S. The industry itself rakes in
billions in revenue, projecting to reach $180
billion globally within the next three years.
While more and more mental health
professionals are seeing a connection between
poor functionality and gaming addiction, there
is little insurance coverage for people seeking
treatment.
The condition can also be present with other
symptoms, such as depression, anxiety, sleep
deprivation, aggressive behavior and suicidal
thoughts, making the disorder harder to diagnose
– especially for health care professionals
who have not been equipped to treat gaming
disorder.
“We don’t know how to treat gaming disorder,”
said Professor Nancy Petry of the University of
Connecticut.
“It’s such a new condition and phenomenon,”
she continued.
Currently, there are no formal organizations in
existence to set treatment standards for gaming
disorder. However, a few online groups have
been formed to help addicts find community,
such as StopGaming and the On-Line Gamers
Anonymous forum. Some rehab centers in Asia
have also been specifically designed to help
gaming addicts.
The gaming disorder classification comes
in the wake of other growing technology
addictions. The New York Times reported that
Apple recently released a new software to help
consumers scale back on the amount of time they
spend on their phones, while Facebook users
have joined the #DeleteFacebook campaign
in an effort to manage their privacy and social
media addictions.
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Pope Francis say that in healthcare

We are responsible to the most vulnerable
By Hannah Brockhaus
Catholic News Agency
atican City - When it comes
to healthcare and using our
resources wisely, we have a
responsibility to protect and take care of
the most vulnerable in society, especially
the elderly, Pope Francis told members
of the Italian bishops’ conference.
“To optimize resources means to
use them in an ethical and responsible
manner and not to penalize the most
fragile,” he said .
“It is necessary to be vigilant, especially
when patients are elderly with a heavily
compromised health, if they are suffering
from serious and costly diseases for their
care or are particularly difficult, such as
psychiatric patients,” he continued.
“Together with lights, though, there
are some shadows that threaten to
exacerbate the experience of our sick
brothers and sisters,” he said. The most
important thing is that the dignity of
the sick person is always at the center
of all healthcare, because when it is
not, he said, the attitudes caused can
lead people “to take advantage of the
misfortunes of others. And this is very
serious!”
Francis condemned, for example,
business models of healthcare which,
“instead of optimizing the available
resources,” instead consider most
people to be a type of “human waste.”
When money is the guiding principle of
policies in healthcare and administrative
decisions, there can be a temptation
to lose the protections to the right to

V

healthcare, such as that “enshrined in
the Italian Constitution,” he said.
Rather, “the growing health poverty
among the poorest segments of the
population, due precisely to the difficulty
of access to care,” he said, should “not
leave anyone indifferent and multiply the
efforts of all because the rights of the
most vulnerable are protected.”
Pope Francis praised the many health
institutions in Italy founded on Christian
principles, expressing his appreciation for
the good that they have accomplished
and encouraging them to continue to
do even more to help the poor and
vulnerable.
“In the present context, where the
answer to the question of the most
fragile health is becoming more difficult,
do not even hesitate to rethink your
works of charity to offer a sign of God’s
mercy to the poor that, with confidence
and hope, knock on the doors of your
structures,” he said. One of St. John Paul
II’s goals for the World Day of the Sick, “in
addition to promoting the culture of life,”
Francis said, was also to involve dioceses,
Christian communities, religious, and
families in understanding the importance
of pastoral healthcare.
There are many patients in hospitals, of
course, but there are many more people
in their homes and frequently alone, he
pointed out.
“I hope they are visited frequently,
so they do not feel excluded from the
community and they can experience,
because of the proximity of one who
meets them, the presence of Christ which

L’Osservatore Romano

Pope Francis greets participants in a meeting sponsored by the Charity Commission and
the Italian bishops’ conference.
passes now in the midst of the sick in body
and spirit.”
He praised the advancements in scientific
research which have found cures for some
diseases, or eradicated them altogether,
while noting that we can’t forget also the
more rare and neglected diseases, which
are not always “given due attention, with
the risk of giving rise to further suffering,”
he said. Quoting from his message for this
year’s World Day of the Sick, the Pope said,
“In the first place is the inviolable dignity of
every human person from the moment of
conception until its last breath.”

“We praise the Lord for the many health
professionals with the knowledge and
belief that they live their work as a mission,
ministers of life, and participate in the
effusive love of God the Creator,” he said.
“Their hands touch every day the suffering
flesh of Christ, and this is a great honor and
a serious responsibility.”
“Likewise, we welcome the presence
of many volunteers who, with generosity
and competence, are working to alleviate
and humanize the long and difficult days
of so many sick and lonely elderly people,
especially the poor and needy.”

Three steps to help manage depression
(BPT) - Sadness and grief are normal human
emotions. These feelings can often last
for a short period of time. However, when
these emotions last for many days or weeks,
depression becomes a concern.
According to the American Psychiatric
Association, depression is a common and
serious medical illness that negatively affects
how you feel, the way you think and how you
act. Fortunately, depression is among the most
treatable of mental disorders.
Symptoms of depression
It can be difficult to know when feeling
down is turning into something more
concerning. According to the Anxiety and
Depression Association of America, a major
depressive episode may include some of these
symptoms:
* Persistent sad, anxious or “empty” mood
* Feelings of hopelessness
* Feelings of guilt, worthlessness or
helplessness
* Restlessness, irritability
* Loss of interest or pleasure in hobbies
* Decreased energy
* Difficulty concentrating, remembering or
making decisions
* Insomnia, early-morning awakening or
oversleeping
* Low appetite and weight loss, or, overeating
and weight gain
* Thoughts of death or suicide
* Persistent physical symptoms that do not
respond to treatment (such as headaches,

digestive disorders and pain for which no
other cause can be diagnosed).
Three steps that can help
People experiencing some or all of
these symptoms can take action by

following these three steps.
Step 1: Get screened by a qualified
mental health expert. Depression can only
be diagnosed by a health care professional
who has special assessments and tools to

make the appropriate diagnosis.
Step 2: Talk to your healthcare provider
about a treatment plan. Depression can
be managed with the right treatment
Continued on Page 15
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Celebrating ‘God’s
wonderful gift of
matrimony’
The listing below is of all those who
registered for the Oct. 21 Matrimony
Anniversary Mass. If we missed anyone,
or any information is incorrect, contact
Dave at 620.227.1519, or skregister@
dcdiocese.org.
St. Joseph Parish, ASHLAND
Gerald and Pat Krier, 63
Christ the King Parish, DEERFIELD
Richard and Connie Braun, 50
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish,
DODGE CITY
Norma and Bernard Brown, 66
Adan and Gloria Cisneros, 10
Gerardo and Carmen Molinar, 50
Leon and Maureen Flax, 51
Joseph and Rebecca Gleason, 40
Robert and Marlene Littrell, 40
Juan and Zelma Lozano, 17
Miguel and Maria Martinez, 15

Rosa and Alejandro Peña, 15
Russell and Sandra Schartz, 61
Leroy and Donna Schawe, 55
Maurice and Shirley Stein, 55
Frank and Virginia Sumaya, 47
St. Joseph Parish, Ellinwood
Jerome and Eileen Huslig, 52
St. Dominic Parish, GARDEN CITY
Charles and Janice Nunn, 50
Prince of Peace Parish, GREAT BEND
Don and Loretta Kuhlman, 55
Donald and Lilly Penka, 55
Chuck and Mary Skolaut, 45
St. John the Evangelist Parish,
HOISINGTON
Hutch and Sandy Moshier, 55
St. Mary Parish, HOLCOMB
Salvador and Sharon Aldana, 35
St. Stanislaus Parish, INGALLS
Farrel and Mary Ellen Bleumer
St. Lawrence Parish, JETMORE
Ron and Theresa Bach, 40
Jerry and Mary Whipple, 52
St. Nicholas Parish, KINSLEY
Norman and Pauline Herrmann, 57
Charles and Clara Schmitt, 69
St. Michael Parish, LA CROSSE
Benny and Ardis Viegra, 50
St. Anthony Parish, LAKIN
Harold and Twila Smith, 61
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, LARNED
Leonardo and Sonia Mabugat, 50
Holy Rosary Parish, Medicine Lodge
Ernest and Ellen Young, 54
Sacred Heart Parish, Ness City
Sergio and Jaqueline Rios, 25
St. Joseph Parish, OFFERLE
Vic and Julie Miller, 40
St. Ann Parish, OLMITZ
Terry and JoAnne Riese, 40
Daniel and Stephanie Schneider, 5
St. Alphonsus Parish, Satanta
Encarnacion, Jr. and Connie Maturey, 49
St. Joseph Parish, SCOTT CITY
Harl Dean and Patricia Ann Burdick, 55
William and Carolyn Simpson, 40
St. John the Baptist Parish, Spearville
Gilbert and Sandy Ackerman, 50
Ervin and Connie Burkhart, 50
Melvin and Patricia Habiger, 52
Steve and Julie Knoeber, 50
Dwaine and Louise Lampe, 60
John and Berna Mae Stegman, 59
David and Rosanne Tasset, 50
Mary, Queen of Peace Parish, ULYSSES
Primitivo and Maria Isabel Corona, 35
St. Andrew Parish, WRIGHT
Kenneth and Hattie Stein, 55
Larry and Mary Tenbrink, 60
Blaine and Rita Venters, 58

Lilly and Donald Penka, enjoy the reception with
of
family and friends. They are celebrating 55 years
marriage.

LONGEST MARRIED COUPLE — Charles and Clara Schmitt of St. Nicholas
Parish, Kinsley, were the longest married couple in attendance,
celebrating 69 years wed.
Photos by Dave Myers

THE SECRET TO A HAPPY MARRIAGE?
“Start out with good religious
parents,” said Charles Schmitt of Kinsley
(above). “We had good advice from our
parents.”
Charles and Clara, married 69 years,
said that couples need to have “a lot of
patience”, trust, a sense of humor, and

be willing to forgive.
“We were told that marriage isn’t a 5050 proposition,” Clara said. “It’s 75-75.”
After nearly seven decades of marriage,
the couple prove that a happy marriage
means celebrating each moment they
are together as a gift from God.

Melvin and Patricia Habiger of St. John the
Baptist Parish, Spearville, renew their vows.
They are celebrating 52 years wed.

Blaine and Rita Venters, of St. Andrew Parish,
Wright, renew their vows at the anniversary Mass.
They are celebrating 58 years of marriage.

Rosa and Alejandro Peña of Dodge City enjoy
the dinner reception following Mass.

A little girl stands in wait for her
parents as they receive the Holy
Communion.

(BELOW) During his homily at the
Matrimony Anniversary Mass,
Bishop John B. Brungardt had
children hold signs highlighting
the key focus areas of a new
diocesan office. The Office of
Matrimony, Family Life, and
Natural Family Planning, is
being headed by Janeé Bernal.

These and many more photos can be downloaded
for free at dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic.

A FAMILY AFFAIR — The event was a family affair
for the nearly 50 anniversary couples. Above, Adan
and Gloria Cisneros of the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City—pictured with
Bishop Brungardt and family members—celebrate
10 years wed.
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Diocese celebrates the gift of matrimony
Nearly 50 couples, their friends and family, came to the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Oct. 21 to celebrate the gift of matrimony at the annual Matrimony Anniversary Mass, celebrated by the Most Rev. John B.
Brungardt. His homily is below. La homilía del obispo John Brungardt está abajo.

W

elcome to all as we celebrate
God’s wonderful gift of
Matrimony: One man and
one woman who freely give themselves
to each other, in love and fertility, until
death do they part.
In July, we hired a new director of our
Matrimony, Family Life, and Natural
Family Planning Office. Janeé Bernal is
our new director. She has many years
of experience at Newman University.
Thanks to your generosity and sacrifice
in our Vibrant Ministries: Uniting our
Church appeal, we have Janeé to assist
the diocese in this important part of
God’s plan for our lives.
Matrimony, Family Life, and Natural
Family Planning Office: why such a
long title? Each part is so important,
so I decided not to abbreviate. Let’s
look at each aspect on this Matrimony
Anniversary Celebration:
Matrimony
The new Matrimony Rite (The Order
of Celebrating Matrimony – Ritual Del
Matrimonio) has recently been approved
by the US bishops and confirmed by the
Holy See. It uses the word Matrimony.
Unlike the word marriage, which society
defines any way it wishes, the word
Matrimony is a covenant from the Lord.
From the Consent in the Rite:
Since it is your intention to enter the
covenant of Holy Matrimony, …
In this covenant, this holy promise,
a man and a woman gives their lives
to each other, in love and openness to
children, until death do they part. This
is what the Lord sacrificed for us, as
prophesied in Isaiah: “He gives his life
as an offering for sin.”
Family Life
Like the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph, this couple becomes co-creators
with God in bringing forth children.
From the Rite:
Are you prepared to accept children
lovingly from God and to bring them
up according to the law of Christ and
his Church?
I have said many times, that the most
important responsibility of parents to

their children is not to put food in their
stomachs, not to put clothes on their
backs, not to put a roof over their heads:
all these pass away. The most important
responsibility of parents is to raise their
children in the Catholic faith, to teach
them that God loves them more than
they can ask or imagine. In this way,
the children will deepen their love,
knowledge, and service of the Lord,
their neighbor, and themselves. Jesus
said in our Gospel that he “did not come
to be served but to serve,” thus we are
called to teach this to our children.
Natural Family Planning.
“The Joy of Love experienced by
families is also the joy of the Church” is
the opening sentence of Pope Francis’
Apostolic Exhortation on the family. Our
Holy Father writes: “Through their union
in love, the couple experiences the
beauty of fatherhood and motherhood,
and shares plans, trials, expectations
and concerns; they learn care for one
another and mutual forgiveness” (88).
Openness to children is part of God’s
beautiful plan for the man and woman
who received the great gift of Matrimony.
Pope Francis continues: “We need to
return to the message of the Encyclical
Humanae Vitae of Blessed [now Saint!]
Pope Paul VI (50th anniversary of his
prophetic teaching!), which highlights
the need to respect the dignity of the
person in morally assessing methods
of regulating birth” (82). Natural
Family Planning is a way that couples
can grow in their communication with
one another, discern biological signs of
God’s gift of fertility, and cooperate with
the Lord’s plan in their lives. Investigate
Natural Family Planning by speaking
with Janeé, your pastor or other parish
staff members.
• • •
Matrimony, Family Life, and Natural
Family Planning:
Married couples and your families,
Jesus loves you immensely! Trust in
Him as you “confidently approach the
throne of grace to receive mercy and to
find grace for timely help” (Hebrews).

B

ienvenidos a todos a celebrar
el maravilloso regalo de Dios del
Matrimonio: Un hombre y una mujer
que libremente se entregan el uno al otro,
en amor y fertilidad, hasta que la muerte
los separe.
En julio, contratamos a una nueva directora
de la Oficina de Matrimonio, Vida Familiar y
Planificación Familiar Natural. Janeé Bernal es
nuestra nueva directora. Tiene muchos años
de experiencia en la Universidad Newman.
Gracias a su generosidad y sacrificio en
nuestra Petición de los Ministerios Vibrantes:
Uniendo a Nuestra Iglesia, tenemos a Janeé
para asistir a la diócesis en esta parte
importante del plan de Dios para nuestras
vidas.
La Oficina de Matrimonio, Vida Familiar y
Planificación Familiar Natural: ¿por qué un
título tan largo? Cada parte es tan importante,
decidimos no abreviar. Veamos cada aspecto
en esta Celebración de Aniversario de
Matrimonios:
Matrimonio
El nuevo Rito de Matrimonio (El Orden
de Celebrar el Matrimonio - Ritual del
Matrimonio) recientemente ha sido aprobado
por los Obispos de los Estados Unidos y
confirmado por la Santa Sede (Roma).
Usa la palabra Matrimonio. No como la
palabra casamiento, que la sociedad define
de cualquier forma que desea, la palabra
Matrimonio es una alianza del Señor. Del
Consentimiento en el Rito:
Ya que su intención es entrar en la alianza
del Santo Matrimonio …
En esta alianza, esta santa promesa, un
hombre y una mujer entregan sus vidas uno
al otro, en amor y apertura a tener hijos,
hasta que la muerte los separe. Esto es lo
que el Señor sacrificó por nosotros, como
fue profetizado en Isaías: “él ofreció su vida
como sacrificio por el pecado.”
Vida Familiar
Como la Sagrada Familia, Jesús, María y
José, esta pareja se convierte en co-creadores
con Dios en dar a luz hijos. Del Rito:
¿Están dispuestos a recibir de Dios
responsable y amorosamente hijos y a
educarlos según la ley de Cristo y de su
Iglesia ?
Muchas veces he dicho, que la

Messengers of God’s Love
By Kimberly Baker
USCCB
ince the news about numerous abuse
scandals broke this summer, it has
been a very difficult time for Catholics
in the United States. In response, efforts for
increased dialogue have been organized at
many different levels: diocesan-wide events,
parish meetings, and personal gatherings to
talk, pray, share, and—especially important—
to listen.
These efforts to listen and be attentive to
others who are hurting have reminded me
how each one of us can express respect for
those we encounter in our daily routines.
These events have also led me to reflect on
my personal wounds, leading me to realize
anew that even in our brokenness we can

S

place ourselves at the service of others. It is
an encouraging and beautiful experience to
be a messenger of God’s love to one another,
especially during difficult times.
Inspired by Our Lady of Guadalupe and St.
Juan Diego, these sentiments are reflected in
the 2018-2019 Respect Life theme, “Every
Life: Cherished, Chosen, Sent.” No matter
how unprepared or inadequate we may feel,
God’s grace can work through us to positively
impact the lives around us in ways we may
never fully realize. That is why it is helpful
to remember that each of us is cherished in
God’s eyes, and we are created with a great
capacity to love and be loved. We must never
forget that each of us is chosen by God. Each
life has profound purpose and meaning, and
each of us has a unique mission in this world.

responsabilidad más importante de padres
y madres a sus hijos no es darles de comer,
no es vestirlos, no es darles techo: todo esto
pasa. La responsabilidad más importantes
de padres y madres es criar a sus hijos en
la fe católica, enseñarles que Dios los ama
más de lo que puedan pedir o imaginar.
De esta manera, los hijos profundizarán su
amor, conocimiento y servicio del Señor, su
prójimo y ellos mismos. Jesús dice en nuestro
Evangelio que él “no vino a ser servido sino
a servir,” por eso somos llamados a enseñar
ésto a nuestros niños.
Planificación Familiar Natural
“La alegría del amor que se vive en las
familias es también el júbilo de la Iglesia”
es la primera declaración en la Exhortación
Apostólica sobre la familia del Papa Francisco.
Nuestro Santo Padre escribe: “En su unión de
amor los esposos experimentan la belleza de
la paternidad y la maternidad; comparten
proyectos y fatigas, deseos y aficiones;
aprenden a cuidarse el uno al otro y a
perdonarse mutuamente” (88).
Apertura a tener hijos es parte del hermoso
plan de Dios para el hombre y la mujer que
recibieron el gran regalo del Matrimonio.
El Papa Francisco continua: “Es preciso
redescubrir el mensaje de la Encíclica
Humanae vitae de Beato [¡ahora Santo!]
Pablo VI, (¡50 aniversario de su enseñanza
profética!), que hace hincapié en la necesidad
de respetar la dignidad de la persona en
la valoración moral de los métodos de
regulación de la natalidad” (82). Planificación
Familiar Natural es un modo que las parejas
pueden crecer en su comunicación el uno con
el otro, para discernir las señales biológicas
del regalo de la fertifidad de Dios y cooperar
con el plan del Señor en sus vidas. Investiguen
la Planificación Familiar Natural hablando
con Janeé, su párroco o otros miembros del
personal de la parroquia.
• • •
Matrimonio, Vida Familiar y Planificación
Familiar Natural:
Parejas casadas y sus familias, Jesús los
ama inmensamente! Confíen en Él y
“acerquémonos con plena confianza
a la sede de la gracia, a fin de obtener
misericordia y hallar la gracia del auxilio
oportuno” (Hebreos5:16).

LIFE ISSUES FORUM
So that we may fulfill this mission, we are
sent. Each of us is called to reflect God’s love
in how we treat others, use our God-given
gifts, and help others understand their own
dignity and worth.
At a time when there is heightened
awareness of the great evils of sexual abuse
and abuse of power, God can work through
each of us to be messengers of his love as we
aid in others’ healing. How do we respond
to those around us who are hurting? How
do we show—in our actions, words, and
behavior—that each life is precious, that each
life is sacred? Whether or not we personally
know someone who has experienced abuse,
we can educate ourselves on how to respond
in compassionate ways and learn what
resources are available in our local area.

During this turbulent time in the Church, let
us renew our efforts to respect and cherish
the life of each and every person, to listen
attentively, and to remind one another of
our God-given dignity—including family
members, friends, coworkers, and others we
may encounter. Let us remember all victims
and survivors of abuse and pray for their
protection and healing. In the face of such
pain and suffering, some may be tempted
to doubt their worthiness of being loved, or
even the value of their life. Let us always seek,
in whatever circumstances people cross our
paths, to be messengers of God’s love. May
we always be ready to offer a life-affirming
response to those who may be reaching out
or struggling in these difficult times.
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Dorothy Mae Moeder, 87, of St.
Joseph Parish, Ellinwood, died Sept. 24,
2018. She was a retired cook for St. Joseph
Catholic School. She was a member of the
Altar Society. On May 2, 1950, Dorothy was
united in marriage with Leonard J. Moeder.
He preceded her in death on March 17, 2000.
She is survived by her son, Mike; daughter,
Ellen Albert; brother, Willis Bieberle; sister,
JoAnn McGlinn; two grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren. Father Terrance Klein
presided.
Hector Elier Meza Soto, of Liberal, died
Sept. 25, 2018. He married Norma Meza on
Dec. 23, 1990. Hector owned Sunrise Auto
Sales in Liberal Kansas. Survivors include his
wife Norma Guadalupe Meza; children Diana
Meza, Annette Meza, and Lorena Meza;
siblings, Jesus Humberto Meza Soto, Jose
Alfredo Meza Soto, Victor Omar Meza Soto,
Jesus Elizardo Meza Soto, Jesus Manuel Meza
Soto, Hector Meza Soto, Carlos Mario Meza
Soto, Abelardo Meza Soto, and Maria del
Carmen Meza Soto. Father Jacob Schneider
presided.
Roger Eric Brown, 47, of St. Mary
Parish, Garden City, died Sept. 23, 2018.

Survivors include two children; Christopher
Eric Brown and Erika Ales; his parents
Dennis and Delores Brown; a brother Brian
Brown; two sisters Lisa Little and Tina Mesa;
and three grandchildren. Father Juan Salas
presided.
James F. “Jim” Nieman, 82, of St. Mary
Parish, Garden City died Sept. 25, 2018. Jim
served in the United States Army from 1958
to 1960. He belonged to the St. Mary Church
Choir; Knights of Columbus; Farm Bureau; and
was active with in Meals on Wheels. On Sept.
24, 1966, he married Patricia L. Bergkamp.
Other survivors include three children: Scott,
John, and Sandy; four brothers, Gerald,
Lawrence, Kenneth and Raymond; a sister,
Jean Loder; and two grandchildren. Father
Charles Seiwert presided.
Rosa Cera de Arzaga, 71, of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish,
Dodge City, died Sept. 27, 2018. She worked
at Excel, Cargill, and National Beef. Later
she was a homemaker and loved cooking
and baking. In 1968 she married Fidencio
Arzaga. He preceded her in death on June 22,
2007. Survivors include her children, Claudia
Mercado, Laura Arzaga, Fidencio H. Arzaga

and Cesar Arzaga; a brother, Ignacio Cera; a
sister, Elodia Mowczan; 17 grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren. Father Wesley
Schawe presided.
Mary Fira, 77, of St. Bernadette Parish,
Johnson, died Sept. 27, 2018. She married
Fidencio V. (Fred) Fira on March 2, 1958. He
preceded her in death. Mary enjoyed being
a farm wife and driving a truck during silage
harvest and sugar beet campaign. She is
survived by son, Andy Fira; daughters, Alice
Gonzales and Mary Ann Fira; step-son, Henry
Fira; step-daughters, Ofelia Elliott, Celia Fira
and Mary Alice Fira; brother, George Corella;
sister, Eva Corella; six grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren. Father Peter Fernandez
presided.
Patrick “Pat” Depperschmidt, 87, of
St. Michael Parish, LaCrosse, died August 31,
2018. He was known as “The Lawnmower
Man”. He was a member of the Knights of
Columbus Council 2970, Third Degree, Life
Honorary Member, Liebenthal, Kansas. He
was a United States Army veteran, serving
from 1954 to 1956. On Jan. 12, 1963, he
married Rita Schuckman; she preceded him
in death August 20, 2008. Survivors include
his son and daughter-in-law, Troy and
Sharon Depperschmidt; and one sister, Viola
Enslinger. Father Eric Gyamfi presided.
Arthur V. Reif, 72, of Prince of Peace
Parish at St. Rose of Lima Church, Great
Bend, died Sept. 30, 2018. He served in
the United States Navy as a RD-3 during
the Vietnam War. Arthur was the owner of
Petroleum Electric Company for 30 years.
Survivors include daughter, Sheryl Peak;
and stepdaughter, Nicole Messersmith; two
grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; four
step-great-grandchildren; four brothers and
four sisters. Father Don Bedore presided.
James William Walker, 64, of St.
Aloysius Parish, Ransom, died Oct. 2, 2018.
He drove a crude oil truck for 30 years prior
to working for Well Watch as a welder.
He married Carol Roths on Nov. 17, 1979.
He is also survived by his two daughters,
Amy Moore and Lisa Schlegel; two sons,
Troy and Adam; one brother, Frank; five
sisters, Lorene Thieme, Lucille Hahn, Martha
Carlson, June Fairbank, and Rita Lovato; and
six grandchildren.
Robert Dale “Bob” Allen, 56, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St. Rose of Lima
Church, Great Bend, died Sept. 24, 2018.
Survivors include, mother, Mary Allen; one
son, Brandon Sharp; one daughter, Kathrine
Allen; four brothers, Karl, Jr., Willie, Rick and
Leonard; one sister, Brenda Montoyas; and
three grandchildren. Father Ted Stoecklein
presided.
Viola M. Meyeres, of Holy Family
Parish, Odin, died Oct. 11, 2018. She was
a member of the Altar Society. On June 10,
1952, she married Stephen J. Meyeres; he
preceded her in death on Oct. 19, 1989.
Survivors include son David; daughter,
Bonnie Cain; brother, Leo Frenzl; and
grandchildren Bailee Cain, Stephanie

O’Connell, and Scott Cain.
Leona M. Giebler, 90, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge
City, died Oct. 8, 2018. She and her
husband, Alban, owned and operated
the South Dodge 66 for 24 years, where
she was the bookkeeper. She also served
as a volunteer for Meals On Wheels.
Survivors include two sons, Doug and
Darren; brothers, Julius Dreiling and
Hubert Dreiling; her granddaughter, Amy
Nease; and great-grandsons, Braxten and
Jace McCormick. Father Wesley Schawe
presided.
Victoria Sanchez Rodriguez, 87,
of Mary, Queen of Peace Parish, Ulysses,
died Oct. 9, 2018. She volunteered at the
church as a server and helped with the
cooking. She married Jesus Alonzo on April
5, 1949. She is survived by her children,
Emilio Alonzo, Jesse Alonzo, Jr., Gloria
Alonzo Reyes, Maria Alonzo, Pete Alonzo,
Robert Alonzo, Adam Alonzo, LuJuana
Alonzo, Ralph Alonzo, Richard Alonzo, and
Jessica Alonzo Ornelas; siblings, Elisandro
Urrea, Apolonio Rodriguez, Jr., Celia
Rodriguez, Virginia Cavasos, and Lupe
Hernandez; and numerous grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and great-greatgrandchildren. Father Peter Fernandez
presided.
Archie L. Hunter, 78, of St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Hoisington, died Oct. 8,
2018. He was a member of the Knights of
Columbus. On Jan. 11, 1960, he married
Lillian Marie Begler; she preceded him in
death on Feb. 24, 2010. Survivors include
children, Wesley, Gary, Curtis, Lily Fry, and
Susan Lang; two sisters, Connie Horine
of Arkansas City and Shirley Hunter of
Hays; six grandchildren, Jonathan Hunter,
Joshua Hunter, Phillip Fry, Seth Hunter,
Lydia Fry, and Muriel Nicole Pohlman;
five step-grandchildren; and three greatgrandchildren.
Melvin J. Miller, 73, of the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City
and St. Nicholas Parish, Kinsley, died Oct.
12, 2018. On Dec. 3, 1966 he married Diane
Wolfe. She survives along with sons, Rob
and Darren; daughter, Robyn R. Roberts;
brother, Larry; sisters, Jane Hamilton and
Georgianne Jasinski; brother-in-law Dick
Wolfe; sister-in-law, Phyllis Wolfe; six
grandchildren; four great-grandchildren;
and numerous nieces and nephews. Father
John Strasser presided.
Judy M. Manning, 66, of Prince
of Peace Parish at St. Patrick Church,
Great Bend, died Oct. 12, 2018. She
married Michael Manning on April 5,
1975. He survives. She was a member of
the Altar Society and previously served
as a Eucharistic Minister. Other survivors
include daughters, Lexie Ainley and Kinzie
Behrends; brother, Louie Pivonka; sister,
Lois Maickel; and six grandchildren. Father
Ted Stoecklein presided.
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Mark your calendars for 2019 March for
Life in Topeka, Washington, D.C.
March for Life invite you to prepare for the Jan. 16-20 March for Life in Washington, D.C.,
and/or the Kansans for Life march in Topeka, Jan. 22. See below for more information,
including who to contact to reserve your space.

January 16-20, 2019 — Washington, D.C.
Trip includes:
Bus transportation — Hotel for two nights — “Life is VERY Good
Rally” — Holy Mass — March for Life — Sightseeing
Seating is limited, so reserve your space now!
For more information and registration,
contact Tom or Lisa Ridder, (620) 375-2100 or email lridder68@gmail.com

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 — Topeka
On the 46th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
For High School and College Age to Stand-up for the Value of Human Life

Pro-Life Pilgrimage with Holy Mass, Other Prayer, Public Witness
For more information and to register, contact Gayla Kirmer, (620) 227-1525
Or email: gkirmer@dcdiocese.org

Three steps to help manage depression
From Page 11
options. A healthcare provider can determine
the strategy that works best for you. Common
treatment plans may include psychotherapy
and medication.
Step 3: Follow a treatment plan closely
and take medications as prescribed. Abruptly
stopping medications may cause withdrawal
symptoms that could worsen depression. If
you are uninsured or your health insurance
doesn’t cover the medications you need,
there are programs that can help. For
example, the Inside Rx program is a free

prescription savings program that could save
an average of 40 percent off select brand-name
medications and 80 percent off retail price on
generic medications. You can check the price
of medications, and terms and restrictions like
eligibility requirements, at InsideRx.com.
• • •
Depression doesn’t discriminate. It impacts
all races, ages and genders. Take these first
steps to help manage your symptoms. Keep in
mind, if you are ever feeling suicidal thoughts,
call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at
1-800-273-8255 immediately.

S�������� R�������
Sunday, Oct. 28
Jeremiah 31:7-9/
Psalms 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5,
6/Hebrews 5:1-6/Mark
10:46-52
Monday, Oct. 29
First Reading/Luke
13:10-17
Tuesday, Oct. 30
Ephesians 5:21-33/
Luke 13:18-21
Wednesday, Oct. 31
Ephesians 6:1-9/Luke
13:22-30
Thursday, Nov. 1: All
Saints Day (Holy Day of
Obligation)
Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/ 1 Jn
3:1-3/ Mt 5:1-12a
Friday, Nov. 2: All
Souls Day
Wis 3:1-9/ Rom 5:511 or Rom 6:3-9/ Mt
25:31-46
Saturday, Nov. 3
Phil 1:18b-26/ Lk 14:1,
7-11
Sunday, Nov. 4

Deuteronomy 6:2-6/
Hebrews 7:23-28/Mark
12:28-34
Monday, Nov. 5
Philippians 2:1-4/Luke
14:12-14
Tuesday, Nov. 6
Philippians 2:5-11/
Luke 14:15-24
Wednesday, Nov. 7
Philippians 2:12-18/
Luke 14:25-33
Thursday, Nov. 8
Phil 3:3-8a/Lk 15:1-10
Friday, Nov. 9
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/1
Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn
2:13-22
Saturday, Nov. 10;
Memorial of Saint Leo
the Great, Pope and
Doctor of the Church
Phil 4:10-19/Lk 16:915
Sunday, Nov. 11
First Kings 17:10-16/
Hebrews 9:24-28/Mark
12:38-44 or 12:41-44

KNOW YOUR LIMITS
Your life is upside down?

Help is out there! You are not alone!
KSgamblingHelp.com
800-522-4700
Kansas Alliance for Responsible Gambling
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

DAN REED, FICF

DARIN REED,
FICF

TYLER MEYER,

(785) 472-2139 office
FICF
(785) 531-0135 cell (785) 726-4899 office
(620) 546-1566
Ellinwood,
(785) 259-2335 cell
Kingman, Seward,
Hoisington, Olmitz,
Ransom, Sharon
Sharon, Willowdale, St.
Russell, Claflin,
Springs
Leo, St. John, Pratt, DanEllsworth
ville, Medicine Lodge,
Kiowa, Greensburg

GEORGE SPINELLI
(785) 726-4899

Marienthal, Tribune,
Dighton, Scott City

DAN ORDONEZ

(620) 260-0962
Garden City, Plains,
Liberal, Ulysses,
Ingalls, Elkart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakins,
Syracuse, Satanta

For more
information on
a career with the
Knights of
Columbus,
contact George
Spinelli at
(785) 726-4899.

S HAUN
L INENBERGER

(785) 301-2676
office
(785) 623-8716 cell
La Crosse, Olmitz.
Larned, Belpre

HECTOR SOLER, TYLER BRUGGEMAN
(785) 475-4128
FIC
(785) 569-1466 office
Great Bend

Check out our website!

St. Francis,
Goodland, Colby

• • • kofcinsuranceks.com
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8 The ___ of Confession
13 Abbr. for two NT epistles
15 Not cleric
17 Jesus praised her generosity
(Mk 12:42)
19 Letter by which a priest is
released from one diocese and
accepted into another
21 Catholic university in Florida
23 God loves a cheerful one (2
Cor 9:7)

24 Hesburgh of Notre Dame, to
friends
25 He wrote the 95 Theses
26 Sacred vessels
28 Where Charles Martel saved
Christian Europe
29 “___ to God in the highest”
31 Land of Sts. Brendan and
Brigid
33 Mary, ___-Virgin

ST. MICHAEL’S MIND TEASER
TEASER THE FIRST
As the school year was progressing, a teacher was distressed that
more and more of her students were beginning to tease and make
fun of one another. She decided to do something about it. When they
returned to the classroom after Spring Break, they saw a mirror on the
wall with a sign next to it.
When one of the students came to her crying about the names she
had been called at recess, she sent the girl to the mirror with these
directions: Read that sign quietly to yourself. Repeat it over and over,
gradually running the sounds together. Each time, look at yourself in
the mirror. Soon you will be smiling.
Sure enough, when the student followed these directions, she came
away smiling.
Each time a student would come to the teacher feeling low, she would
give them the same directions. Sometimes they would have difficulty,
so she would go over to read the sign with them. Eventually, each one
would come away smiling.
This is what the sign said: I.Y.Q.Y.Q.R.
Why did this little exercise help her students feel better about
themselves?

st. seBAstiAn’s soduKo

Call us today at the following locations:

ACROSS
1
3 An Eastern rite
9
9 Nazareth, to Jesus
10 French Christmas
11 Religious speeches
12 “…the ___ will be first…”
12
(Mt 20:16)
14 ___ the fatted calf
16 Father-in-law of Caiaphas (Jn 18:13)
17 Common biblical harvest
18 Paul’s hometown is
found in this modern-day
nation
24
20 The Good Thief
22 Archdiocese in the Czech
Republic
24 Apostle number
30
26 Commandment word
27 “___ Dolorosa”
30 Bk. of the Pentateuch
35
32 ___ presence in the Eucharist
34 Adjective for Esau
35 ___ will
36 “Angel of God, my guardian ___…”
37 Italian city of St. Clare
DOWN
1 Commandment word
2 French-speaking Canadian
diocese
4 Nihil ___
5 Archdiocese in northwestern
Italy
6 Place for nuns
7 Patron saint of Germany

TEASER THE SECOND

There are three brothers: Al,
Ben, and Carl. Two of the three
brothers are boxers. Here are
some facts:
1. The shorter of Al and Ben
is the older boxer.
2. The younger of Ben and
Carl is the shorter boxer.
3. The taller of Al and Carl is
the younger boxer.
Which brother is not a
boxer?

Each Soduko puzzle consists of a 9x9
Sudoku grid containing areas surrounded
by gray or dotted lines. The object is to
fill all empty squares so that the numbers
1 to 9 appear exactly once in each row,
column and 3x3 box, and the sum of the
numbers in each area is equal to the clue
in the area’s top-left corner.

Reglas De Sudoku:
Cada fila debe contener los números a
partir la 1 a 9 Cada columna debe contener los números a partir la 1 a 9
Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9
Reprinted with permission from www.
sudokuoftheday.com/
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Priests on the Prairie
June 2, 1845 - Oct. 31, 1887

Father Felix Prosper Swembergh

F

Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

ather Swembergh was born June 2, 1845, in Cassel, France. He
graduated from the Colonial Seminary of the Holy Ghost in Paris,
and was not yet ordained when he was recruited for service in
the Vicariate Apostolic of Kansas. Too young for ordination, Bishop
Miege assigned him to the Seminary of the Assumption at Topeka.
There, he taught, reviewed his theology studies and did parish work.
He was ordained June 29, 1868.
His first pastorate was Annunciation, Prairie City (now Baldwin City),
with its five mission stations (1869-73).
In 1873, he was appointed pastor of St. Aloysius, Wichita, with
responsibility for 21 mission stations. The following year he was
assigned to Emporia, where he and Father Joseph Perrier cared for 26
mission stations.
From 1875 to 1877, Father Swembergh’s official residence was Great
Bend. Among his 23 stations were these in the Dodge City diocese:
Ellinwood, Pawnee Rock, Fort Larned, Garfield, Fort Dodge, Dodge
City, Pierceville, Lakin, Sargent (now Coolidge), and Kinsley.
When the Leavenworth diocese was established, he was named
pastor of St. Mary, Newton (1877-84).
In 1884, Father Swembergh left Kansas and spent some time in
Europe. He resumed his ministry in Florida where he was named first
resident pastor at St. James, Orlando in 1885. When a yellow fever
epidemic broke out in 1887, he went to Tampa to assist a priest who
was attending those afflicted with the illness. Upon reaching Tampa,
he learned that the priest died of the illness. Father Swembergh also
died of yellow fever four days later on Oct. 31, 1887, at the age of 40.
He is buried in St. Louis Cemetery, Tampa.

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

No Christ?

Know
Christ!

“Faith is to believe what we
do not see, and the reward of
this faith is to see what we
believe.”
— Augustine

From 1875 to 1877,
Father Swembergh’s
official residence was
Great Bend. Among
his 23 stations were
these in the Dodge City
diocese: Ellinwood,
Pawnee Rock, Fort
Larned, Garfield, Fort
Dodge, Dodge City,
Pierceville, Lakin,
Sargent (now Coolidge),

Christology
Pastoral Ministry
Formation
dcdiocese.org/
pastoralministry-formation
Coleen Stein:
(620) 227-1538

website — www.kelleragency.com

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency

For information about opioid
addiction or to seek help, visit https://
ckfaddictiontreatment.org/, or call
(785) 825-6224.
• • •
For information about suicide
prevention, visit SpeakingOfSuicide.com,
or, if you are having thoughts of suicide,
call the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.
www.idonnelly.com
Visit our online catalog at:

(816) 363-2828
6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm
RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

in the Midwest

Largest
Selection of
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Word Search

FIRST:
When the students read the
letters out loud, running them
together, and looking in the
mirror, they realized that they
were telling themselves, “I like
you like you are!” It may not be
perfect grammar, but the teacher
reached her goal of building
self-esteem in her students who
had a low opinion of themselves
because of teasing.
SECOND:
Carl is not a boxer.
From fact 1, we know that Carl
is not the older boxer.
From fact 3, we know that Ben
is not the younger boxer.
We now have three possible
scenarios:
1. Al is the younger boxer and
Ben is the older boxer.
2. Ben is the older boxer and
Carl is the younger boxer.
3. Al is the older boxer and Carl
is the younger boxer.
If scenario 1 is true, fact 1 tells
us that Ben is shorter than Al.
If scenario 2 is true, fact 1 tells
us that Ben is shorter than Al; fact
3 tells us that Carl is taller than Al,
making Ben shorter than Carl.
If scenario 3 is true, fact 3 tells
us that Carl is taller than Al.
We can now expand our three
scenarios:
1. Al is the younger, taller
boxer, and Ben is the older,
shorter boxer.
2. Ben is the older, shorter
boxer, and Carl is the younger,
taller boxer.
3. Al is the older, shorter boxer,
and Carl is the younger, taller
boxer.
Scenario 2 cannot be possible
because it contradicts fact 2 by
making the younger of Ben and
Carl the taller boxer.
Fact 2 also tells us that Al is not
the shorter boxer, so scenario 3
cannot be possible, either.
Therefore, scenario 1 is true,
which means that Carl is not a
boxer.
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208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Complete Family Vision Care
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Protecting God’s Children

We must be aware of the signs of ‘grooming’
Editor’s Note: The following
is one of a series of articles
provided in response to the
deeply troubling news regarding
priestly abuse of children. The
Most Rev. John Brungardt, Bishop
of the Catholic Diocese of Dodge
City, is presenting the series in
hopes of providing information,
education, and ministry in regards
to this important topic. The
following comes from VIRTUS,
a program which offers periodic
on-line lessons. It is part of the
Protecting God’s Children and
is a requirement for all those
working or volunteering for the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City.

One of the first rules that
a family should establish is
“no secrets!” Mothers and
fathers should never ask their
children to keep a secret from
anyone. By forbidding secrets,
parents create an atmosphere
where a child learns that no
adult can force them to keep
something secret or hidden.

By Paul Ashton,
Psy.D., D.Min.
National Catholic Services
“Teach me your way, O Lord, and
lead me on a level path because of my
enemies. Do not give me up to the will of
my adversaries, for false witnesses have
risen against me, and they are breathing
out violence.”
—Psalm 27:11-12

their victims.
We need to be careful to note that
perpetrators groom families and caregivers
as well. They are clever at deception and
seem to know when and where they are
needed most in a family situation. Through
anticipating the needs of families, sexual
abusers are quick to align themselves
to the family of a possible victim. They
use many of the same grooming skills on
families as they do with children.
Offering to baby-sit, pick children up
from school, help with school projects,
fixing needed repairs in the household,
etc., are just some of the things that
predators do to gain the trust of parents
and families.
There are basically three types of
grooming:

A

s some point, we all have been
“duped.” Afterwards, we are
likely left with raw feelings of
bitterness, anger, and resentment—not
to mention embarrassment. For the
purposes of protecting children, it is
important to remember that pedophiles
and ephebophiles specialize in their own
particular way of duping society. In order to
get closer to a potential victim, they engage
in the process referred to as “grooming.”
When preying upon young people, they use
these grooming techniques to gain control
of a child, and therefore cooperation.
The term “grooming” refers to the way
in which predators try to mold, fashion,
build up, and set up victims and their
families in the way that best suits their
needs in order to molest the child, all the
while appearing innocent of any crime.
Sometimes predators can spend weeks,
months, or even years grooming their
victims using calculating, manipulative, and
deceptive methods all the while being very
patient as they seek to gain control over

Physical
Psychological
Community
Physical grooming involves touch.
Starting with innocent pats on the back
or arm, an acceptable form of touching a
younger person, the predator progresses
the touch to hugging, tickling, and
wrestling.
This conditions the child to increasing
levels of physical contact. The perpetrator
uses subtle, innocent appearing moves to
touch a child. All the while the child feels
that nothing is wrong. They might even
interpret the touch as like one given from

environment around himself or
herself. The perpetrator projects an
image (false and misleading, of course)
to adults, that they are responsible
and caring citizens. They mimic the
behavior of good people to get closer
to children so that they might molest
them. When an allegation comes
forward, it is easily explained away by
other adults who have been groomed
by the perpetrator to think that they
would never harm a child.
When employing these grooming
tactics with a child, secrecy is the key.
They manipulate the child to keep the
abuse they are experiencing secret.
This secrecy binds the child to the
molester. Perpetrators often employ
the following tactics to keep secrets:
a loving parent; however, each and every
touch of the predator is sexual in nature.
Over time the predator uses his or her
skills to make the child receptive to their
touch all the while progressing to sexual
contact.
Psychological grooming comes in
many forms for both the child and their
family. Offenders spend time with their
victims; they show children attention and
use any possible method of communication
that allows the targets to feel they are
on the perpetrator’s level and that the
offender understands them. This is a key
factor in this process.
Perpetrators become peers to their
victims—peers with power and thus,
control. Special gifts, treats, breaking of
rules, foods, trips, and attention allow for
a deep connection to be forged by the
perpetrator.
When the child pulls away, the
perpetrator shows signs of rejection and
unhappiness, and the child feels guilt and
confusion. At other times perpetrators
resort to physical threats to their family,
pets, or friends if the child wants to
discontinue this “special relationship.”
Psychological grooming, playing games
with the innocence of a child’s mind,
preying upon the guilt of parents who feel
good that another adult is showing their
child attention—all of these tactics are part
of psychological grooming.
Community grooming is the way
in which a molester creates a controlled

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers who work with children to
participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness session. Through the Diocesan Awareness
Sessions and other educational efforts of the
diocese, all people of the diocese can learn how
to discuss different aspects of abuse — including
sexual abuse — with children and how to teach
them to protect themselves.
Protecting Our Children Awareness Sessions
Ulysses
Sunday, Nov. 4; 1 – 4 p.m.
Mary, Queen of Peace Church
804 N Colorado, Ulysses 67880

Contact Person: Toney Hernandez 620-356 -3994
or cell: 353-4418
PGC Facilitator: Sharon Stuart (620) 225-5164

Abuse Hotline

If you or someone you know may have been a
victim of sexual abuse by clergy, an employee or
volunteer of the Diocese of Dodge City, you are
asked to contact Dave Snapp, Fitness Review Administrator: (620) 225-5051 work; (620) 225-2412
home; dsnapp3@starrtech.net. You always have
the right to directly contact the Department for
Children and Families/Kansas Protection Report
Center: Hotline number is 1-800-922-5330.

Bribery — “I’ll let you stay up late
and watch TV if you let me do this.”
Threats of Harm to the Child — “You are
really going to get it if you tell anyone.”
Threats of Harm to the Offender — “If
you tell, I’ll go to jail.”
Withdrawal of Affection — “I won’t like
you anymore if you tell.”
Implications about the Child’s Family
— “This would really hurt your mother if
she knew.”
Taking Advantage of the Child’s
Innocence — “It’s OK, everybody does
this,” or “if you tell anyone, I’ll just say you
were lying.”
One of the first rules that a family should
establish is “no secrets!” Mothers and
fathers should never ask their children to
keep a secret from anyone. By forbidding
secrets, parents create an atmosphere
where a child learns that no adult can
force them to keep something secret or
hidden.
Yes, we all have been duped at some
point in our lives. As adults, we know how
difficult it is to read the motives of many
people who interact with us. Consider
how much more difficult is it for a child to
distinguish this behavior.
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“And I will
make you
fishers of
men.”
— Matthew 4:19

SEMINARIANS
2018-2019
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City

JOHN STANG

AUSTIN HABASH

TYLER SAUCEDO

ERIC FRIEB

St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, Denver
Prince of Peace, Great Bend

St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, Denver
Prince of Peace, Great Bend

St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, Denver
Prince of Peace, Great Bend

Conception Seminary College,
Conception, MO
St. Ann, Olmitz

Theology I

Pre-Theology II

CARSON HAUPT
College II

Conception Seminary College,
Conception, MO
St. Joseph, Scott City

Pre-Theology I

ESTEBAN HERNANDEZ

Language, Culture, and Church Program
Conception Seminary College,
Conception, MO
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge City

College III

JONATHAN LEMUS

Language, Culture, and Church Program
Conception Seminary College,
Conception, MO
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge City

BECOME A PRIEST FOR THE DIOCESE OF DODGE CITY
620-227-1533

•

vocations@dcdiocese.org

•

www.dcdiocese.org/vocations

