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Priest-author of
new book on
clerical sexual
abuse believes
‘progress’ on the
issue will come
through meditating
on Christ’s wounds
By FATHeR TIM S. HICKey
Special to the Catholic
ather Thomas Berg
comes at the issue of
clerical sexual abuse
from a unique perspective. The author of Hurting in
the Church: A Way Forward for
Wounded Catholics (OSV, 2017),
Father Berg hasn’t been wounded
like the tens of thousands of
young people who are victims of
predator priests.
He is a victim of the web of
lies and deceit that many in the
Church told for decades to cover
up the scandal. A former Legionaries of Christ priest, Father Berg
felt his vocation to the priesthood
and his ministry crumble when in
the early 2000s the founder of
the Legionaries, Father Marcial
Maciel Dellagado, was exposed as
a fraud who was secretly married,
had sexually abused seminarians
and even two of his sons, was
addicted to prescription painkillers but had somehow been
welcomed into the top echelons
of the Church, honored by prelates and even popes for the work
the Legion was doing in Europe,
South and Central America, and
the United States.
At one time, the Legion was
the publisher of the National
Catholic Register weekly newspaper (it is now owned by EWTN)
and had a thriving lay movement
called Regnum Christi. As news
of Dellagado’s double life was
revealed, the Vatican demanded
that the Legion reassess itself and
its future. Dellagado himself was
removed from the priesthood and
told to spend the remainder of his
days in prayer and penance. He
died in 2008.
Father Berg internalized much
of the anger and despondency
Continued on Page 15
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Sacred Heart Cathedral School celebrated All Souls Day with a Hall of Saints
inside the worship area of Sacred Heart Church. Clockwise from upper left,
emanuel Lozano is St. Moses the Black, Lyla Calderon is Maria Goretti, Jasmin
Lopez is St. Veronica, and Xenia Peña is Mother Teresa.

YOU
Iﬁshers
will make

In THIS MOnTH for
priestly vocations for
the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City, Bishop John
invites boys and men to
look into their hearts,
and discern where
God might be leading
them. See the articles
throughout this issue.

of men

Matthew 4:19

ow do you celebrate birthdays and
anniversaries? With gifts, a party, with
big smiles and laughter? Why? Just to have a
distraction from the woes of the week, merely to
have a excuse for special food and dessert? Of
course not! We celebrate because we love — we
love the person having a birthday, we love the
couple celebrating a matrimony anniversary.
When do we celebrate such events? Once every
few years? No way! We celebrate birthdays and
anniversaries each and every year, again, since we
love. How about Christmas, Easter, Pentecost and
other great feasts of the Catholic Church — how
often do we celebrate these feasts? Once every
few years? Of course not! We remember them
yearly because we love — we love Jesus, the
Father, and the Holy Spirit. We rejoice in God’s
saving action that these occasions represent.
How about Annual Stewardship Renewal? This
is how we show a grateful response, as Christian
disciples, as we recognize and receive God’s gifts,
and as we share these gifts in love of God and
one another. November 17-18 is Commitment
weekend for our Annual Stewardship Renewal,
required in each of our 48 parishes. This is the
time for prayerfully discerning how the Lord is
calling you to assist your parish with your time,
with your abilities and charisms, and with your
tithing and almsgiving.
This is a yearly remembering of how the Lord
has blessed you and your family, and how you can
know, love, and serve God more fruitfully.
Our Annual Stewardship Renewal includes a
commitment form, as you list what ministries you
would like to assist with in the coming year. These
ministries are in the areas of hospitality, prayer,
service, formation, and evangelization. Another
form is the tithing commitment, as you prayerfully
ask God the amount of your weekly or monthly
tithe (Genesis 28:22) to the collection basket in
support of the parish and the wider Church.
If the Lord is further calling you to assist in
this yearly celebration of His love, talk to your
pastor about helping with this Yearly Stewardship
Renewal.
Let’s not forget a birthday, an anniversary,
Christmas or our Annual Stewardship Renewal!
Thank you for your faithfulness.

+ Bishop John
Contact our Director of Stewardship, Eric
Haselhorst, ehaselhorst@dcdiocese.org, 620227-1537 for more info, or see https://www.
dcdiocese.org/stewardship .
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve
one another as good stewards of God’s varied
grace” (1 Peter 4:10).
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We cannot hope to live a good life
... without the love of our neighbor

Bishop Emeritus
Ronald M. Gilmore

Another Way

T

here are many things wrong with our
world. There are many things wrong
with our Church. Who could begin
to number, who could begin to fix, all these
things … these so many things … that are just
not right?
That, I do not know. This, I do know: we
cannot hope to live a good life, in a family or
in a society, without love of the one who is
next to us, without love of the neighbor. It is
hard to remember that in these days, when

Fund established to
aid in the search for
Father Reif

On Sunday Oct. 7, parishioners at St. Mary’s Church in Marienthal dedicated a new Rosary Prayer Garden. The project
was spearheaded by parishioners Sherry Graff and Gail Hunt. More than $10,000 was raised to lay a concrete path in
the form of a rosary, paint the markers designating the beads and install a statue of the Blessed Mother. The Knights of
Columbus provided an honor guard for the dedication ceremony presided over by Father Tim S. Hickey, pastor.

‘Spirited Ladies’ welcomes new members

T

he “Spirited Ladies” prayer group for
older Catholic women in the Diocese
of Dodge City, welcomes new members
to join in the weekly meetings.
The prayer group meets on Thursdays
from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Dodge City. (Meetings are not held during
the summer months or on feast days of
the Catholic Church.)
All older Catholic women in the
Diocese of Dodge City are invited to join

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers who work with children to
participate in a Protecting God’s
Children awareness session. Through
the Diocesan Awareness Sessions
and other educational efforts of the
diocese, all people of the diocese
can learn how to discuss different
aspects of abuse — including sexual
abuse — with children and how to
teach them to protect themselves.

Abuse Hotline

If you suspect abuse or neglect of
a child in Kansas and the child is in
immediate danger, call 911 or local
law enforcement. If you have sus-

never talk to a mere woman, or to a mere
man. Seeds of immortality are deep inside
each one of them.
Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your
neighbor is the holiest object presented to
your senses. If he is your Christian neighbor,
“he” is holy in almost the same way, for in him
also Christ vere latitat … the glorifier and the
glorified, Glory Himself, is truly hidden.
Might starting here begin … no more than
that … begin to fix all that is wrong with us?

Rosary Prayer Garden dedicated in Marienthal

Father Marvin Reif
A fund has been established for Father Marvin
Reif by his brother and sister, Duane A. Reif and
Karen Winkelman (guardians/conservators).
Father Reif, now 55, walked away from
Protection Valley Manor in Protection, Kan.
on April 3, 2017 and has never been found. He
suffers from depression and anxiety.
The fund will be used to hire a professional
private investigator to help in the search
for Father Reif, possibly offer a reward for
information leading to locating him, as well as
any expenses incurred in the search. There will
be no financial gain by his family.
Contributions may be made to the Father
Marvin Reif Fund at any First Kansas Bank
location in Hoisington, Great Bend, Claflin, or
Hays.

we seem to do nothing but fight with one
another.
We cannot think too often about the “glory”
of our neighbor: about where he is going, and
about how we are to help him get there. The
load, or weight, or burden of my neighbor’s
glory should be laid on my back, C.S. Lewis
once said. All day long, to some degree or the
other, we are meant to be helping others to
that glory, the end for which they were made.
There are no ordinary people, he said. You

picion that a child is being abused
or neglected, make a confidential
report to the Kansas Department
for Children and Families Protection
Report Center, 800-285-3219.
If you suspect abuse by Church
personnel, in addition to making
a report to those civil authorities,
please contact Mr. Charles Befort,
crbefort@cox.net, 620-285-3219. If
you or someone you know may have
been sexually abused by Church personnel, contact Mr. Befort. You may
submit a report to the Diocese.
Report forms are available at
www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment

the prayer group. Meetings are held
in the church office area. Members
of the prayer group range in age from
their forties to their eighties, and new
members are welcome.
Pamphlets containing the Readings and
the Gospel for the upcoming Sunday of
each week are studied at home, and then
are discussed by members of the prayer
group during every meeting.
Participants of the study group pray
together for special needs of their

families and friends and for the needs
of the Church, the nation, and the entire
world. Laughter and joy – and sometimes
sorrow – are shared at each meeting.
There is no charge to join the prayer
group, and only a small fee is charged for
the study pamphlets used each week.
Participants of the prayer group enter
the cathedral through the door near the
church gift shop. Parking in front of that
entrance is available. Charlene Scott
Myers is facilitator of the group.

High School retreat forged!
Registration deadline Nov. 14
Actually, that headline might not be quite
accurate. The upcoming High School retreat
wasn’t forged, it’s called “Forged”, Forged in
Christ!
This is a free, diocesan-wide retreat offered
to students who are current high school
freshmen through seniors.
This retreat will be moved around the
diocese from parish to parish, with the first
one being held in Liberal from Nov. 17-18.
The retreat will focus on several important

themes, including “Who is God”, “Why Does
God Matter”, and “Challenges Facing Catholic
Living”.
Check-in begins at Saint Anthony Church
on Saturday Nov. 17 from 10-10:30 am, and
the retreat concludes Sunday at 3 p.m. Meals
will be provided. Registration deadline is
Wednesday November 14.
Limited number of registrations available.
Check www.dcyouth.org/forged for more
information.

Jesus called.
He says to say hi.
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‘Please pray for me and my brother bishops’
A letter from Bishop Brungardt to all parishioners
My Dear Parishioners:
he U.S. bishops have joined
together in a commitment of
prayer and reparation leading up
to the bishops’ general assembly, where
we will be making critical decisions in
response to the clergy sexual abuse
crisis. With my brother bishops across
the nation, I have dedicated myself to

T

seven days of intensified prayer and
fasting, from November 5-11, 2018. The
intentions for this period of prayer and
sacrifice was three-fold:
• For the healing and support of all
victims of clergy sexual abuse.
• For the conversion and just
punishment of the perpetrators and
concealers of sexual abuse.

• For the strength of the bishops to be
holy shepherds in protecting and leading
our sheep from all harm.
If you feel called to do so, you are
welcome to join me in praying for these
intentions, especially as we bishops meet
in our general assembly in Baltimore
November 12-15, that we may follow the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in responding

to the tragedy of clergy sexual abuse in
the Church.
Thank you for your prayers. Please be
assured of my prayers for you, as well.
“Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘take
heart; it is i. Do not be afraid’” (Matthew
14:27). Let us trust in our Lord, who loves
us more than we can ask or imagine.

Munus Docendi

The joy of preaching—and teaching—the Good News

I

n the last
issue of the
Southwest
Kansas Catholic,
Father Juan
Salas wrote
about the Munus
Santificandi,
how the priest
fulfills the role
of Christ the
Father Jacob Schneider Sanctifier for the
people of God.
In this issue, I have the pleasure to write
about the Munus docendi, which means
the role of the priest as a teacher.
To begin, I have a question for all of you
reading this article: Who is, or who was,
your favorite teacher?
Now, if you are like me, several teachers
might pop into your head. Maybe your
favorite was your first teacher, like Mrs.
Ruegan, my kindergarten teacher who
was so sweet and kind on our first day of
school. Or perhaps it was a teacher who
gave you special privileges like Mrs. Brown
in third grade who would let anyone who
finished their minute math in under a
minute play a game.
Perhaps your favorite was the teacher
who challenged you the most, like Dr.
Renfrow in college who was very easy
going until it came time for the test and
you had to be exact in your answers. Or
perhaps it was the teacher that you could

convince to change his or her mind, like
Dr. Ruda, whom we talked into letting us
out of class to go fishing!
Regardless of who your favorite teacher
is or was, how many of you thought of a
priest? Do we even think about priests
as teachers? A saint who can help us
understand what it means for a priest
to be a teacher is St. Thomas Aquinas.
Aquinas is known for many things. He is
brilliant in his encyclopedic knowledge of
the faith, his extensive works, and writings
both academic and spiritual, and many
other contributions to the Faith. However,
two aspects of his teaching’s that have left
a lasting impression on me are “Clarificare
est Gloricare” (to clarify is to glorify) and
how serious he took any objections from
his critics.
The first principle of “clarifying to
glorify” is a crucial aspect of every
teacher. Aquinas often says that you
cannot love what you do not know. If we
are honest, often we find ourselves saying
that we love God, but we do not really
take time to get to know Him, or perhaps
we know Him in a distorted way.
Aquinas and others in the tradition
say that we have an innate desire for
God, however that desire needs to be
purified understood and steered in the
right direction. This clarification is what
we all need as we grow in the knowledge
of self and knowledge of God. We need
this clarification so that we can love God

wholeheartedly.
The second aspect is the seriousness in
which Aquinas took all objections. Aquinas
was so attentive to objections that often
after listening to his objectors he would
articulate their arguments in a more
precise and even better presentation than
they did initially. A good teacher hears
and understands what the difficulty is,
and having seen the struggle from the
side of the students, begins the process
of leading and guiding the student to the
truth.
A priest as a teacher has the honorable
task of leading and guiding everyone he
meets to the Truth, not just some idea or
theory, but an encounter with Christ the
Truth incarnate.
On our best days that is what we
priests strive for in our homilies, in our
counsel, in our visits to the sick, and at the
celebration of the Mass. We try and clarify
who Christ is to lead you, the faithful, to
love the Truth with all your hearts. This is
a noble task, one that often times we fail
at, and at other times have success.
However, to teach is an essential aspect
of what the priest was ordained for in
his calling: to teach and preach the good
news—the Truth—to the whole world.
So, pray for your priests, pray that they
would be men of study, men of zeal, and
pray that they might never let the love
of truth fade in their lives as they share it
with you their flocks.

y always?
Hey, Bishop! Are you kidding me? PraMer
cyMe sings in Here with Me:
In one of my confirmation homilies,
I related the example of prayer to our
human experience of communicating
with our best friend. Do we just want
to communicate once per month?
Weekly? Daily? Best – more often.
Do we want to write a letter, or text?
Better – phone when we can hear
emotion? Best – in person when we
can also see expressions.
Do we just do all the talking, or do
Jesus often went away to pray
we listen, truly listen? If we want to
– sometimes with his disciples or
communicate often this way with our
apostles, sometimes alone: “in those
to
ntain
mou
best friend, so to do we want to pray
days he departed to the
er
pray
in
t
often to our loving Heavenly Father.
pray, and he spent the nigh
en
oft
This praying often, always, takes
to God” (Luke 6:12). Our Savior
an awareness of God’s presence.
spoke to the Heavenly Father, and
always listened to His response.

Jesus taught his followers “about
the necessity for them to pray
always without becoming weary”
(Luke 18:1). What does this mean?
How can I pray always? This
seems unrealistic in my busy life!
I suppose this “praying always”
has something to do with my
vocational call, right?

+ Bishop John

Help write book on
local priesthood
Southwest Kansas Catholic editor
Dave Myers is currently producing a
book about the local priesthood.
The text will include stories
about local priests, in-depth how-to
chapters regarding discerning God’s
will and entering seminary, question
and answer sections, all with a good
deal of humor. (A book on local
women Religious will be penned by
Charlene Scott-Myers.)
You can help write a chapter in
the book. Do you have poignant,
fun, or even historic memories of
interaction with local priests? Do you
remember spending time with future
saint, Father Emil Kapaun?
How did a local priest help you? Is
there a priest you especially admire?
Why?
Everyone who submits a story
that is used in the book will receive
a free copy.
Submit to:
Southwest Kansas Catholic
910 Central, P.O. Box 137
Dodge City, KS 67801
Or email skregister@dcdiocese.
org. If you email, be sure and follow
up with a phone call to Dave to
ensure reception: 620-227-1519.

“You’re everywhere I go / I am not
alone / You call me as Your own / To
the sacrament of confession,
know You and be known.” Yes, God is vocal prayers, mental prayers, a
with you, always, everywhere, loving
“thank you, Jesus,” an awareness of
you more than you can ask or imagine. God’s awesome creation, a smile to
And we want to receive His love. And
a family member, a good word to a
t
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.
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stranger, a kind act to someone in
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who has an
embrace. All these are ways we relate
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a plan for you guys
to our Compassionate Lord, ways we
be husbands and dads.
show our love to Him, to each other,
Let us pray always – as we get up in
to ourselves. Pray always. Trust that
the morning, as we go to work or
God is calling you. Listen with your
as
,
tasks
daily
our
do
we
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heart to His response.
we go to bed at night. Holy Mass,
+ Bishop John
receiving the Eucharist, celebrating

Commentary
The opossums shall inherit the earth
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A

s I write this, I’m in Dodge City but my heart is in
Colorado. My dad is seriously ill with pneumonia.
That’s tough for anyone, but at 94…?
So, each day I’m on pins and needles, my stomach
in knots, my mind in a constant state of feeling like it’s
being put through a Playdough Fun Factory. Panic is like
an angry, growling dog just on the other side of a rickety
wooden fence.
My two sisters are there, and together with their
families are filling Mom and Dad’s little two-room
assisted living apartment. The nurses expect him to
improve. I will be there soon as I can — a week or so
from now — so here I sit, hoping in an anxious gamble
not to get any bad news before I go.
Hmmmmm. I just read the above, and it’s pretty
depressing. Dad won’t like that at all. I’d better liven
things up a bit.
I’ll share with you what I shared with Dad on the phone
last night.
So, two nights ago, I peeked out the back window onto
our porch as I do every night before locking up. And as
always, there was Justin, eating out of the cat-food dish.
Justin is young, as is Irene, his sister. A third is older; her
name is May. Usually it’s one of them, two at the most,
eating the cat food. I assume May is their mother, although
I can’t be sure. Is it rude to ask? Seems like it should be.
Did I mention they’re opossums? I probably should
have mentioned that first.
The three cats that live on our back porch usually
stay hidden away in their little back-porch houses when
the opossum family comes to call. But the other night
something strange occurred.
I looked out and there was Justin, eating the food. A
few inches away, slurping from the large water bowl, was
Francis the cat! And a few inches in the other direction,
Mr. Grey the cat (first name “Smoky”) was lounging on the
porch, taking in the night sky, not a concern in the world!
One big happy family! (Spooky the cat stayed in his home.
Spooky gets spooked easily, hence his name. And he’s kind
of spooky-looking too, so it works on several levels.)
I had no idea that opossums and cats could coexist!
It occurred to me for a moment that this might be a sign
of the apocalypse, and that cats and opossums and other
meek creatures were in a current state of inheriting the
earth, where they would all get along, giving one another
neck scratches, eating each other’s kibbles, and telling
one another that “your fur looks really well groomed!”
Later, when my wife convinced me that my idea wasn’t
theologically sound, I became … well, moved!
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I don’t want to sound harsh,
but we humans are dingy-headed,
bungle-brains who couldn’t get along
if God came right down from Heaven
and said to us, “Hey! Get along for a
change!”
Oh, wait. He did.
Yet, here were two cats happily
allowing a friendly opossum to By Dave Myers
eat of their Meow Mix. It’s like the Editor
animal world version of the Good
Samaritan, if you will. Even if you won’t, it’s like the
animal world version of the Good Samaritan.
Years ago, our friendly Lab Sarah loved to chase rabbits
and cats. One day, a neighbor came by with her cat
trotting behind.
Sarah saw the cat. The cat saw Sarah. Sarah tensed up,
her muscles rigid with muscle juice, her eyes focused like
phasers set on “stun.”
The cat yawned and licked her paw.
Sarah sprung! In a few giant leaps she was on the cat
– or at least nose-to-nose. The cat looked at Sarah. Sarah
looked at the cat. The cat licked her other paw. Sarah
looked puzzled.
“So, uh, you’re like, not running from me,” Sarah said
awkwardly.
“Nope,” the cat said.
More awkward silence. Then Sarah said, “So, you want
to, you know, hang out?”
The cat looked up. “Yeah, sure.”
The difference between us humans and the animal
world is that we humans don’t act on instinct; we have a
conscience that allows us to choose the correct action.
That’s why it’s so hard to understand why we so often
make choices in opposition to Christ’s teaching. As St.
Paul states in his letter to the Romans, “If you were a cat,
would you allow an opossum to eat from your plate?”
(I paraphrase.)
We talk about the issues, we hear others talk about
them, shout about them. But how many times is the issue
of “love” brought up? It’s the greatest commandment
— greater than not killing, than not lying. Because with
love, it’s all implied.
Love voids lies. It dismisses fear. It rejects bigotry.
Love supports life. Which is why we can’t talk about
love while supporting some of the words being shouted
these days.
Fear and hate and bigotry, these are what Christ came
to defeat. It’s time for us to talk about love.

Inherit the Mirth

By Cuyler Black
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The hope for all things

S

omeone once said, “You don’t have to be Jewish to
be Jewish, but it helps.”
You can be of the Jewish faith and not of the Jewish
race. Conversely, you can be of the Jewish race, and not
Jewish by faith. At the time I learned this, I wasn’t even
aware that there was a Jewish race. I thought it was a faith
practice, and that’s all.
As a young child, my best friend once asked me if Jesus was
Jewish. I was incredulous! “Of course not! He was Jesus!” If
he were Jewish, that would mean that Jesus didn’t believe
in himself! Or something along those lines.
I wasn’t putting down the Jews, I just couldn’t formulate in
my young mind the notion that the founder of the Christian
faith was Jewish.
Of course, I was wrong. Jesus was Jewish. He was of the
Jewish race. He was called “rabbi” by his followers.
I never understood why some people disliked Jews. As a
youth, I learned that the anti-Semite’s hatred stemmed, in
part, from the role of the Jewish authorities in condemning
Christ to death.
Even as a boy, this didn’t make sense to me.
And I thank my Catholic Church for that. During the Easter
season, we would read the Passion in Mass (as we still do),
with the congregation taking on the role of the gathered
crowd, shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” This was a
tremendous lesson that has stayed with me.
Jesus died for our sins. He died because of our sins. He
didn’t die because any one person or one group of people
condemned him to hang on the cross, He died for us and
because of us. All of us.
While on retreat as a youth, we wrote our sins down on
a piece of paper, folded the paper, and nailed it to a large
wooden cross. We are the ones who put the nails in his
cross, I learned from that lesson.
And even so, Jesus died willingly, his love for us never
diminishing, even as each nail was pounded into his flesh.
I learned that we continue to nail him to the cross every
day through the conscious act of sin.
The Jews killed Jesus? Nope. We all did. In fact, the Second
Vatican Council exonerated the Jews as killers of Jesus. Not
that they needed it. And not that it did any good. It didn’t
lessen anti-Semitism.
As the newest reporter for the Denver Catholic Register, I
really did receive a call from a reader who told me, “I didn’t
think the Catholic paper would hire a Jew boy.” It had never
occurred to me that my name is a Jewish name.
The irony is that anti-Semitism is anti-Christian. Hatred for
Jews is hatred for Christ. And the same bigotry which stems
like roots from anti-Semitism is also anti-Christian. Being
anti-Mexican (or Guatemalan, El Salvadoran, Honduran,
Nicaraguan) is to be anti-Christian, because Christ is a
Mexican, Guatemalan, Salvadoran ....
As of late, the seeds of bigotry have been nurtured, due in
part to the muted reaction to hate by those at the highest
levels of leadership. The lack of forceful condemnation gives
permission to the weak of mind to act on their fears and
prejudices exponentially.
The hundreds of immigrants who are traveling towards
our southern border seeking asylum and protection from a
violent homeland are at the receiving end of a growing level
of hatred, thanks to unwarranted fear.
One man’s unchecked hate and fear left 11 innocent
Jewish worshipers dead Oct. 27, and if that same hate and
fear continues to go unchecked, we will soon find ourselves
writing yet another sad chapter in the history of the United
States.
During World War II, that fear led to the turning away of
a ship load of Jews during WWII; it led to centuries of lawful
bigotry against African Americans; and much more recently,
it led to the despicable separation of parents from hundreds
of their crying children at the border.
Let’s pray that we, as a country can fully, and without
hypocrisy, embrace Christ’s real pro-life admonition, one
that demands we love every human being on this planet
as much as we do the person we see when we look in the
mirror.
If we can’t do this one simple thing, do we dare call
ourselves followers of Christ?
— Dave Myers

Commentary
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New people for this new moment
By Archbishop José H. Gomez
Archbishop of Los Angeles
or these past eight years, God has
been blessing the family of God
here in Los Angeles with growing
numbers of men who are answering the
call of Jesus to follow and serve him as
his priests. Thanks be to God!
In this society, where so much of life
is “programmed” and where there are
so many mindsets and messages that
promise happiness but cannot deliver it,
it is beautiful to see people, especially
our young people, looking for a life that
is true and real.
All around I see signs of a new
openness to God and to the values that
make for human transcendence. There
is a new resistance to the “false ceiling”
imposed by a society that seeks to close
itself off from God. People seem no
longer willing to settle for the substitutes
and idols, “the more of the same” being
offered by a consumer way of life.
The priests of this new millennium are
a part of this new movement toward God
and an authentic humanity.
As we see with the priests we have
been ordaining here in Los Angeles,
these new priests are called from many

F

different cultures and backgrounds.
They have “backstories” that are really
interesting, they are fun to talk to and
spend time with. You want to be their
friends and most important, you want to
know what makes them “tick,” what fills
them with such enthusiasm and joy.
There is something going on here.
Beneath all the statistics and reports that
we read about millennials and young
adults, the Spirit is moving – and we need
to keep praying and asking what He is
trying to say to us.
I have been thinking that for all their
diversity, all of our new priests share a
basic understanding that our life in this
world is a journey – a journey that for
them, and for each one of us, begins with
the call of God.
Every life is a vocation, a response to
the voice of God who calls each one of us
into being.
I know I say this all the time. But we
need to hear this message again and
again – like water dripping on the stones
of our hearts, until finally a way breaks
through and the simple and beautiful
truth of our existence begins to take root
and grow in us.
In the beginning of creation, we hear

God’s voice calling, “Let there be!” God
speaks into being in succession – first
light, and then heaven and earth; then
the sun, the moon and the stars; and
then all the living creatures in the waters
and in the sky and on land.
Finally, God says, “Let us make human
beings in our own image, after our
likeness.”
This is the story of your creation.
You are here, you exist and have being,
because God wants you here. When you
were conceived in your mother’s womb,
it was because God said, “Let there be
you.” He knew your name, even before
your parents were born.
This is the amazing reality that we need
to appreciate. It is even more urgent now
in this time where God is being made to
disappear and the human being is on the
verge of being forgotten, too – where
more and more people are treated as
objects that can be replaced or tools to be
used to further the ambitions of others.
Our new priests know they are being
ordained to evangelize in these troubled
times.
Our new priests are men who know
that God is alive, our maker and our
redeemer, and that he has sent his Son

Pope’s Monthly Intention

In Service of Peace
That the language of
love and dialogue may
always prevail over the
language of conflict.

team up with Father Stecklein!

The family of crime fighters known everywhere as “The Incredibles” made an appearance at
the St. Dominic Parish Trunk or Treat event in Garden City. From left to right are JohnPaul
“Dash” Bernal, Jesse “Mr. Incredible” Bernal, Father Warren Stecklein, Janeé “Elastigirl”
Bernal, Jude “Jack-Jack” Bernal, and Gabriella “Violet” Bernal. Janeé is the Director of the
Office of Matrimony, Family Life and Natural Family Planning for the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City.
Courtesy photo

When you were
conceived in your
mother’s womb it was
because God said, “Let
there be you.” He knew
your name, even before
your parents were born.

Jesus Christ to make us right with God, to
reconcile us and show us the truth of our
lives and to gather us into one family to
serve and live as a new humanity.
And they have a deep desire and
passion to get started and to proclaim
this good news to the people of our time.
Pray for me this week, and I will be
praying for you. And let us pray for our
new priests. May they always seek to
grow in their relationship with Jesus
and their desire to call others to that
encounter with Him.
And let us ask our Blessed Mother
Mary to intercede for us and help us
to be a family of God that continues to
bring more men and women to hear the
calling of God to the priesthood and the
consecrated life.

The joy of serving good causes
bigger than ourselves
By Sister Amy McFrederick, OP
Dominican Sisters of Peace
n Aug. 30, I had a flashback. I saw myself walking
into the Dominican Motherhouse in Great Bend,
with eagerness and not just a little trepidation, to
begin my journey into vowed religious life as an Aspirant—
about to join 23 others entering the same day. That was
62 years ago to the day, and nine of these 24 women
continue living into the journey today as Dominican Sisters
of Peace.
In those days, we began as Aspirants for about threefour months, then graduated to Postulants for about six
months before becoming Novices for two years, Temporary
Professed for six years, then Perpetual Profession until
death. At the close of our initial two-three year formation
process (focused more on prayer, study, and community),
vowed life ushered us into living on mission, using our gifts
in ministries to which each was called/sent.
Anniversaries, as well as transitions, tend to stir up
significant memories, feelings, life reviews. Looking back
over the 62 ensuing years, I felt gratitude fill my heart.
Recalling how God has led our community (and me) to
ways and places to serve the greater good—far beyond
what I could ask or imagine—and to leave behind the
narrow confines of our limited self-concepts, all I could say
was thank you to God and to my Dominican Community!
My life has been so blessed!
So that same day when I came across Senator John
McCain’s final statement in which he expressed his
thanks to his “fellow Americans, and especially his fellow
Arizonans” whom he gratefully served for 60 years, I
resonated with his feeling that he was the luckiest man
on Earth. Attributing his satisfaction to his loving family
and his beloved America, he added:
“To be connected to America’s causes — liberty, equal
justice, respect for the dignity of all people — brings
happiness more sublime than life’s fleeting pleasures. Our
identities and sense of worth are not circumscribed but
enlarged by serving good causes bigger than ourselves.”
How true! “By serving good causes bigger than
ourselves,” by allowing Love to find full expression in us,
we become all that we were created to be. Bearers of God,
Images of God, designed for happiness.

O

“To be
connected
to America’s
causes
— liberty,
equal justice,
respect for
the dignity
of all people
— brings
happiness
more
sublime than
life’s fleeting
pleasures.
Our identities
and sense
of worth
are not
circumscribed
but enlarged
by serving
good causes
bigger than
ourselves.”
-- Sen.
John
McCain
1936-2018
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¡Oiga, Monseñor!

¿Están bromeando?
¿Orar siempre?
Jesús le enseño a sus seguidores “que
debían orar siempre, sin desanimarse
jamás” (Lucas 18:1). ¿Qué quiere decir
esto? ¿Cómo puedo orar siempre? ¡Esto
parece algo poco realista en mi vida tan
ocupada! ¿Supongo que esto de “orar
siempre“ tiene que ver con mi llamado
vocacional, verdad?

J

esús a menudo se retiraba a orar- a
veces con sus discípulos o apóstoles, a
veces solo: “En aquellos días, Jesús se fue
a un cerro a orar, y pasó toda la noche en
oración con Dios” (Lucas 6:12). Nuestro
Salvador a menudo hablaba con el Padre
celestial y siempre escuchaba su respuesta.
En mi homilía de Confirmación, yo comparo la oración con la experiencia humana
de comunicarse con nuestro mejor amigo.
¿Nada más queremos comunicarnos una
vez al mes? ¿una vez a la semana? ¿a diario? o aún mejor- ¿más seguido? ¿Queremos escribir una carta o textiar? o aún mejor- ¿hablar por teléfono donde podemos
escuchar emociones? o incluso mejor¿en persona donde también podemos ver
las expresiones? ¿Somos los únicos que
hablamos o también escuchamos, verdaderamente escuchamos? Si queremos comunicarnos a menudo con nuestro mejor
amigo, entonces queremos orar con frecuencia a nuestro Padre celestial.
Esto de orar con frecuencia, orar siempre, nos lleva a un conocimiento de la
presencia de Dios. MercyMe canta en
Here with Me: “Tú estás en todo lugar a
donde voy / No
estoy solo / Me llamas como a uno tuyo
/ para conocerte y ser conocido.” En verdad, Dios está contigo, siempre, en todo
lugar, amándote más de lo que tú puedas
pedir o imaginarte. Y nosotros queremos
recibir su amor. Y nosotros queremos regresarle ese amor. Nosotros queremos
orar a nuestro tierno Jesús, que tiene
un plan extraordinario para ustedes, un
plan para ustedes, jóvenes, de ser sacerdotes, o esposos y papás.
Oremos siempre - cuando nos levantamos en la mañana, cuando nos vamos
a trabajar o a la escuela, cuando hacemos nuestras tareas diarias, cuando
nos acostamos cada noche.
La Santa
Misa, recibir la Eucaristía, celebrar el
sacramento de la confesión, oraciones
vocales, oraciones mentales, o un “gracias, Jesús,” un conocimiento de la impresionante creación de Dios, una sonrisa
a un miembro de la familia, una buena
palabra a un desconocido, un acto de
bondad a una persona necesitada, o solamente descansar en el amoroso abrazo
de Dios. Todas estas son maneras en que
nos podemos relacionar con nuestro Dios
compasivo, maneras como expresamos
nuestro amor por Él, por los demás y por
nosotros mismos. Oren siempre. Pídanle
a nuestra Santísima Madre María y a todos los santos su intercesión. Confíen en
que Dios los está llamando. Escuchen con
el corazón a su respuesta. Síganlo.

+ Msgr. John, Obispo
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Una respuesta agradecida

¿

Cómo celebran los
anual de cómo el Señor te
cumpleaños y aniversarios?
ha bendecido a ti y a tu
¿Con regalos, una fiesta,
familia, y cómo puedes
con grandes sonrisas y risas?
conocer, amar y servir a
¿Por qué? ¿Sólo para tener una
Dios más fructíferamente.
distracción de las penas de la
Nuestra Renovación
semana, simplemente para tener
de la Colecta Anual de la
una excusa para una comida
Administración incluye un
y un postre especiales? ¡Por
formulario de compromiso,
supuesto que no! Celebramos
en el que usted enumera
porque amamos —amamos a
los ministerios con los
Por
Rev.
John
B.
la persona que cumple años,
que le gustaría ayudar
amamos a la pareja que celebra Brungardt,
en el próximo año. Estos
un aniversario de matrimonio. Obispo de la
ministerios están en las
¿Cuándo celebramos tales Diócesis Católica áreas de hospitalidad,
eventos? ¿Cada tantos años? ¡De de Dodge City
oración, servicio, formación
ninguna manera! Celebramos
y evangelización. Otra
cumpleaños y aniversarios todos los años, forma es el compromiso de dar el
una vez más, ya que amamos. ¿Y qué con diezmo; usted ora pidiendo a Dios
la Navidad, la Pascua, Pentecostés y otras la cantidad de su diezmo semanal o
grandes fiestas de la Iglesia Católica? mensual (Génesis 28:22) que pondrá
¿Cada tantos años? ¡Por supuesto que en la canasta de colecta en apoyo de la
no! Las recordamos anualmente porque parroquia y a la Iglesia en general. Si el
amamos — amamos a Jesús, al Padre y Señor te está llamando a ayudar en esta
al Espíritu Santo. Nos regocijamos en celebración anual de su amor, habla con
la acción salvadora de Dios que estas tu párroco sobre cómo ayudar con esta
ocasiones representan.
Renovación de la Colecta Anual de la
¿Y qué con Renovación de la Colecta Administración.
Anual de la Administración? Así es como
¡No olvidemos un cumpleaños,
mostramos una respuesta agradecida, un aniversario, la Navidad o nuestra
como discípulos cristianos, al reconocer Renovación de la Colecta Anual de
y recibir los dones de Dios, y al compartir la Administración! Gracias por su
estos dones en amor a Dios y a los fidelidad.
demás. El 17 y 18 de noviembre es el
+ Msgr. John, Obispo
fin de semana del Compromiso para
nuestra Renovación de la Colecta Anual
Contacte a nuestro Director
de la Administración, requerida en cada de Administración, Eric Haselhorst,
una de nuestras 48 parroquias. Este ehaselhorst@dcdiocese.org 620-227es el tiempo para discernir en oración 1537 para más información, o vea https://
cómo el Señor los está llamando a www.dcdiocese.org/stewardship.
ayudar a su parroquia con su tiempo,
“Cada uno, como buen
con sus habilidades y carismas, y con sus administrador de la multiforme gracia
diezmos y limosnas. Este es un recuerdo de Dios, ponga al servicio de los demás

‘Por favor Oren
por mi y mis
hermanos Obispos’
Mis estimados parroquianos:

L

os obispos de Estados Unidos Nos
hemos reunido en un compromiso de
oración y reparación que nos conducirá
a la asamblea general de obispos, donde
tomaremos decisiones críticas en respuesta
a la crisis de abuso sexual del clero. Con
mis hermanos obispos de todo el país, me
dedicare a siete días de oración intensiva y
ayuno, del 5 al 11 de noviembre de 2018.
Las intenciones para este período de
oración y sacrificio fueron tres:
• Para la curación y apoyo de todas las
víctimas de abuso sexual por parte del
clero.
• Por la conversión y el castigo justo de
los perpetradores y encubridores de abuso
sexual.
• Por la fuerza de los obispos para que
sean santos pastores al proteger y guiar a
nuestras ovejas de todo daño.
Si se siente llamado a hacerlo mismo,
puede unirse a mí para orar por estas
intenciones, especialmente cuando los
obispos se reúnen en nuestra asamblea
general en Baltimore del 12 al 15 de
noviembre, para que podamos seguir la
guía del Espíritu Santo en respuesta a la
tragedia del abuso sexual del clero en la
Iglesia.
Gracias por sus oraciones. Tenga la
seguridad de mis oraciones por usted
también. “Jesús les habló, diciendo: Tomad
el corazón; soy yo. No temas “(Mateo
14:27). Confiemos en nuestro Señor, que
nos ama más de lo que podemos pedir o
imaginar.

+ Msgr. John, Obispo

‘No podemos esperar vivir una buena vida...

Sin el amor al prójimo’

H

ay muchas cosas malas en nuestro
mundo. Hay muchas cosas malas
en nuestra Iglesia. ¿Quién podría
empezar a contar, quién podría empezar
a arreglar, todas estas cosas... estas
tantas cosas... que simplemente no están
bien?
Eso, no lo sé. Esto, sí lo sé: no podemos
esperar vivir una buena vida, en familia o
en sociedad, sin el amor de quien está a
nuestro lado, sin el amor al prójimo. Es
+ Obispo
difícil recordar que, en estos días, cuando Ronald M. Gilmore
parece que no hacemos otra cosa que
luchar entre nosotros.
No podemos pensar demasiado a menudo en la “gloria”
de nuestro prójimo: sobre a dónde va, y sobre cómo vamos a

ayudarle a llegar allí. La carga, o el peso, o la carga de la gloria
de mi prójimo debe ser puesta sobre mi espalda, C.S. Lewis
dijo una vez. Durante todo el día, en un grado u otro, estamos
destinados a ayudar a otros para esa gloria, el fin para el que
fueron hechos.
No hay gente común, dijo. Nunca hablas con una simple
mujer, o con un simple hombre. Las semillas de la inmortalidad
están muy dentro de cada uno de ellos.
Junto al Santísimo Sacramento mismo, tu prójimo es el
objeto más sagrado presentado a tus sentidos. Si es tu prójimo
cristiano, “él” es santo casi de la misma manera, porque en él
también Cristo vere latitat... el glorificador y el glorificado, la
Gloria misma, está verdaderamente escondido.
¿Podría comenzar aquí... no más que eso... comenzar a
arreglar todo lo que está mal en nosotros?

Protegiendo a los hijos
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan con
menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de
Dios. Estas sesiones de conscientización
están disponibles en ambos inglés y
español. Son conducidos por gente de
nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores. Las sesiones se
publicarán en las parroquias, escuelas, el
períodico Southwest Kansas Catholic y la
página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.

dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.

Línea especial para
víctimas de abuso sexual

Ulysses - Spanish
Domingo, Noviembre 11, 2018
2 – 5 p.m.
Mary, Queen of Peace Church
804 N Colorado
Ulysses 67880
Persona de contacto: Marina Alvarado
(620) 356-1532
Facilitador: Norma Alvarez (620) 2254802

Si usted, o alguien a quien usted conoce
ha sido víctima de abuso sexual por algún
clérigo, o cualquier empleado de la Diócesis de Dodge City, por favor comunicarse
con el Sister Dave Snapp, Fitness Review
Administrator: (620)225-5051, o (620)2252412, o al correo electrónico dsnapp3@
starrtech.net. Conserva siempre su derecho
de comunicarse directamente a Social Relief
Services, 1-800-922-4453.

Próximas sesiones:
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The seminarians for the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City were posed a one-word question: Why? Why did you choose
to answer “yes” to God’s call to discern the priesthood? Why give your entire life to serving God and God’s people?
Some answers reflected their journey, others their vocation amid troubled times in the Church.

By Austin Habash

“Lord to whom shall we
go? You have the words
of eternal life....”

y journey to enter seminary is a long and complex one. I first felt
called when I was a senior in high school. I didn’t feel ready to
enter at that point, so I went to college first. I graduated from Roanoke
College in 2013 with a degree in history. Then I worked as a newspaper
reporter for a weekly newspaper near where I attended college.
During a lot of that time, I was unsure why God was calling me to
be a priest. Eventually, I stopped resisting God and decided to join
seminary. Through my journey in seminary, God has taught me so
myself and revealed gifts that I never knew I had. I also
By John much about
saw my gifts in new ways. I encourage all single men, no matter their
Stang age or status in life, to pray about how God wants to use their gifts.
Jesus will do amazing things with your life if you trust Him.
One other thing I will say is that discernment, for some men, takes
time. I thought about seminary off and on while I was in high school,
college, and while working. God meets us where we are. You can
always say “Yes” to God, and he will be ready to help you.

M

WHY?... BECAUSE
MARY SAID YES.
By tyler Saucedo

Why would a man choose to continue to call himself Catholic?
Why would a man choose to raise his family in the Church?
Why would a man choose to go the seminary?
Men of the diocese, my brothers, this is what I would say to you if I knew you:
Our Lord is calling you to help save His Church, just like he has called people
that
throughout history to do the same. Look at the news. Look at the indifference
the
at
look
clergy,
abounds in our parishes. Look at the evil done by members of the
you
that
know
slow removal of Christ from our daily lives. Look at all of these things, and
By are being called by Christ to help save His Church.
This
This is not an easy job. This is not a job for men who aren’t willing to sacrifice.
Carson
of
afraid
are
who
men
for
job
a
not
is
This
with divided loyalties.
Haupt is not a job for men
cross,
your
carry
to
you
require
will
looking like fools in the eyes of the world. This job
and to eventually die on it, because that’s the only way any real salvation has ever

WHy?

By esteban Hernande

z

To be a bridge
between God and
His children.
By Jonathan Lemus

¿PORQUÉ?
sino
Porque servir a Cristo, no es algo que valga la pena
no
cami
En
que vale toda la vida; ÉL es el sentido de nuestra.
do; nuestra
al sacerdocio nuestra vida obtiene un mejor senti
la vida, nos
a
o
venid
os
existencia y nuestro ser; por que hem
io sino
rdoc
movenos y existimos. No solo en camino al sace
llamanos
que en las diferentes vocaciones que nos pueda estar
escuchar y
Dios, del cual el principal principio que debemos
en algo
ubrir
desc
servir con todo nuestro ser, pero debemos
en particular..
llamado
Como sabemos vocación signiﬁca llamado, y ese
nes,
accio
vida,
tras
hay que responderlo cada dia en nues
tro
nues
os
orando y sirviendo a los demás. Así cumplirem
llamado en particular. Amen
• • •
t is not only worthwhile, but it is
Chris
g
servin
use
Beca
Why?
worth all life; He is the meaning of our life.
sense [of the
On the way to the priesthood, our life gets a better
on the way
reasons for] our existence and our being. ... Not only
g us to, from
to priesthood, but in all vocations God could be callin
our being.
all
with
serve
and
which the main principle is to listen
lves].
ourse
t
[abou
cular
From this, we discover something in parti
that
er
answ
ld
shou
As we know, vocation means call, and we
g
servin
by
and
call every day of our lives, with actions, praying
others.
Thus, we fulfill our call in particular. Amen

happened.
To
This is asking too much for many people. It always has been and always will be.
the only
give one’s life for something is the greatest sacrifice one can make, and that is
do.
to
you
calling
is
Christ
what
of
afraid
be
Don’t
thing Our Lord asks us to give him.
receive
to
and
life,
own
your
up
give
to
afraid
Don’t be afraid to give it all away. Don’t be
Christ’s life in return.
The Church needs holy fathers, the Church needs holy priests, the Church needs
settle
holy men. As the men of the Church, you are the ones to fill those roles. Don’t
to be
for less. Don’t settle for the comforts the world tries to offer you. You are called
to live
countercultural and to live a life that baﬄes the unbelieving world. You are called
for Christ.
Then He said to His disciples, “The harv
est is plentiful, but the workers are
few.”
-Matthew 9:37

Whenever I am asked why I am a seminar
ian, studying to be a priest, it is usually
tied to those things a Catholic priest mus
t abstain from. “Don’t you want to hav
e
a wife and kids? Won’t you miss the con
jugal act with your wife?” These are by
far
the most asked questions I receive, espe
cially among teenage Catholics and thos
e
outside the Church. I would reply, in the
spirit of the formation I have received
By Eric Frieb sem
in
inary, that the priesthood is not so muc
h defined by what is abstained from,
but what is gained. By abstaining from
choosing a wife and begetting children,
instead devote myself body and soul
I
to the Church in my entirety. In place
of becoming a father
to several children, I become a spiritua
l father to my parish and indeed to the
Church as a whole,
with whom I am married. I plant not
one acre, but harvest the vast fields that
God provides for
me through the people of God. Instead
of begetting and generating life as a fath
er does so with
his wife, I will instead, through the sacr
aments and the teachings of the Church,
bring about that
eternal life to those who believe.
Through the sacraments, I am in pers
ona Christi, in the person of Christ. By
becoming a priest,
I become a father—not how your fath
er and their ancestors were fathers—
but
I am your father
as God the Father loves and raises you
. It is this intimacy with the Church and
with Christ Himself
that I pursue, for what more can one
ask than to hold Christ in his own han
ds every single day at
the altar, and in turn share that spiritua
l gift and sacrifice with the world?
“And Jesus came to them and spake unto
them, saying, All authority hath been
given unto me
in heaven and on earth. Go therefore,
and make disciples of all the nations,
bap
ti
zing
them into
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit: Teaching them
to observe all things
whatsoever I commanded you: I am with
you always, even unto the end of the
world.”
-Matthew 28:18-20
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Speaker on suicide will
be part of Mercy Radio’s
fall Care-a-Thon

H

AYS—Divine Mercy Radio will host its semi-annual
Care-a-Thon Nov. 27–30. The Catholic radio station
will be broadcasting live from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Each
hour there will be a different guest talking about various topics
– many around the theme of “Watch and Pray.”
Suicide is a hot topic, and Richard Falcon, Dodge City, a
trainer for Yellow Ribbon Suicide Prevention, will be speaking
two hours on this topic from 4 to 6 p.m. Nov. 28. During the
first hour, Falcon will address teenagers, and the second hour
he will be addressing parents.
Father Don Bedore, Pastor of Prince of Peace in Great Bend
will be breaking down the meaning of routine prayers at 1 p.m.
Nov. 28, and Bishop John Brungardt will follow at 2 p.m. The
entire four-day schedule is available at dvmercy.com.
During this Care-a-Thon prizes will be given away and there
will be a different Catholic trivia question each 30 minutes.
However, only children 12 and under are eligible to play
Catholic trivia after 4 p.m. Right before 6 p.m. a name is drawn
from all the trivia winners that day and that person will win
a $50 gift certificate to Messenger Catholic Books, Gifts and
Sacramentals.
Divine Mercy Radio has two stations, both on 88.1 FM, which
reach a 30-mile radius in each of the Great Bend (KRTT) and
Hays (KVDM) areas.
Divine Mercy Radio also streams live from its website at
dvmercy.com, or people can listen by downloading the free
phone app. Simply type in Divine Mercy Radio in your app or
play store. Also, anyone who has an Amazon Echo can listen
by enabling the Divine Mercy Radio skill.
Finally, live footage is recorded during the four-day Care-aThon on YouTube. Simply search Divine Mercy Radio.

A public
plea for
the right
to life
Parishioners of
Sacred Heart Parish
in Larned, as well
as pastor, Father
Bernard Felix, held
a Public Square
Rosary Oct. 13 in
a prayer for the
unborn, and for all
human life.

Local priest, DRE to lead 2020 trip to Holy Land

F

ather Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS, parochial vicar
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
in Dodge City, and Norma Alvarez, Director of
Religious Education, will lead a tour of the Holy Land
from May 25-June 4, 2020.
“Our hope in advertising the event so far in advance
is that people who otherwise couldn’t afford to take the
trip can begin saving their money,” noted Alvarez.
The journey will include visits to Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
Nazareth, Galilee, Via Crucis, Gethsemane, Dormition,
Nativity Church, Capernaum and Tel Aviv.
The group will visit the Garden of the Gethsemane, the
scene of Jesus’ agony, betrayal and arrest, as well as the
Upper Room, the site of the last supper. On Day 4, the group
will visit Bethlehem starting with the Basilica of the Nativity
and the Grotto, venerated as the birthplace of Jesus.

On the fifth day, the group will travel to Qumran - ruins
of the ancient Essene settlement in whose nearby caves
the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, and will then take
a cable-car to the top of Masada - the scene of the epic
stand by the Jewish Rebels at the end of the Great Revolt
against Rome nearly 2,000 years ago.
The tour group will also visit the Sea of Galilee
from Tiberias to Capharnaum, including the Mount of
Beatitudes which commemorates the Sermon on the
Mount. On days 9 and 10, the group will visit Nazareth,
with dinner and an overnight stay in Galilee. Day 11:
Back to USA from the Holy Land.
All expenses are paid, except for lunch and trip
insurance. The cost is $4,000.
For more information, go to Proximotravel.com, or
call (855) 842-8001.

Donating to the ministries of the Church through
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By MARK ROTH
Director of Development
f you are age 70.5 or older, you can make
direct contributions—up to $100,000
annually—from your IRA to qualified
charitable organizations without owing any
income tax on the distributions. This break
may be especially beneficial now because of
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) changes that
affect who can benefit from the itemized
deduction for charitable donations.

I

Counts Toward Your RMD

A charitable IRA rollover can be used
to satisfy required minimum distributions
(RMDs). You must begin to take annual
RMDs from your traditional IRAs in the year
you reach age 70.5. If you don’t comply,
you can owe a penalty equal to 50 percent
of the amount you should have withdrawn
but didn’t. (Deferral is allowed for the initial
year, but you’ll have to take two RMDs the
next year.)
So, if you don’t need the RMD for your
living expenses, a charitable IRA rollover
can be a great way to comply with the
RMD requirement without triggering the
tax liability that would occur if the RMD
were paid to you.

Doesn’t Require Itemizing

1-800-432-8249
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Charitable IRA rollovers
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You might be able to achieve a similar
tax result from taking the RMD and then
contributing that amount to charity. But it’s
more complex because you must report the
RMD as income and then take an itemized
deduction for the donation.
And, with the TCJA’s near doubling of the
standard deduction, fewer taxpayers will
benefit from itemizing. Itemizing saves tax
only when itemized deductions exceed the

standard deduction. For 2018, the standard
deduction is $12,000 for singles, $18,000
for heads of households, and $24,000 for
married couples filing jointly.

Doesn’t Have Other
Deduction Downsides

Even if you have enough other itemized
deductions to exceed your standard
deduction, taking your RMD and
contributing that amount to charity has
two more possible downsides.
First, the reported RMD income might
increase your income to the point that
you’re pushed into a higher tax bracket,
certain additional taxes are triggered
and/or the benefits of certain tax breaks
are reduced or eliminated. It could even
cause Social Security payments to become
taxable or increase income-based Medicare
premiums and prescription drug charges.
Second, if your donation would equal a
large portion of your income for the year,
your deduction might be reduced due to the
percentage-of-income limit. You generally
can’t deduct cash donations that exceed
60 percent of your adjusted gross income
for the year. (The TCJA raised this limit
from 50 percent, but if the cash donation
is to a private non-operating foundation,
the limit is only 30 percent.) You can carry
forward the excess up to five years, but if
you make large donations every year, that
won’t help you.
A charitable IRA rollover avoids these
potential negative tax consequences.
For more information contact:
Mark Roth, Development Director,
at 620-227-1535 or email at mroth@
dcdiocese.org.
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Parents provide perspective of a vocation in the family

‘...I am so happy he had the strength to answer God’s call’
Editor’s Note: The Southwest Kansas
Catholic wanted to hear from the
parents of a “newly-ordained” priest. The
following questions were posed to the
parents of Father Jacob Schneider. Bob
and Mary (Gerstenkorn) Schneider are
members of St. Ann’s Parish in Olmitz.
Bob is a mechanic and Mary, a nurse.
They raised six children, including a
priest.
Southwest Kansas Catholic: Just over
a year ago, you witnessed your son’s
ordination to the priesthood. Can you
share how you felt on this day?
Bob Schneider: Humbled. Humbled
for the fact that me, a lowly servant, was
allowed to share in the raising of a priest.
Kathy Schneider: It is so hard to put
into words. When our other children
got married, I never cried, because each
wedding was so right! I smiled a lot and
knew each one had chosen the one God
wanted them to spend the rest of their
life with. When Jacob was ordained, I
smiled a lot, too, but I also cried, … for
joy and I was so humbled.
SKC: Family life can help in nurturing
vocations. Was there anything in
particular that either of you did to
encourage Jacob’s vocation?
Bob: I encouraged them to participate
in parish and diocesan events, to help
foster their vocations, whatever their
vocation was to be. I just wanted our
children’s vocation to be what God
wanted them to be.
Kathy: Our families had a very
large part in this. Our parents, our
grandparents, by their example of how
they attended church, participated in
activities, fundraising events, helping
build churches. The history of our
families and the Religious from several
families, set an example of how our
children should follow God’s call. I told
all of our children to find something they
love to do and figure out how to make
money at it legally. I also told them, they
need to follow where God leads them. I
wanted to be a teacher so I could have
my summers off, and God told me to be
a nurse. I told them life goes better when
you follow where God leads you. It’s not
always easy, it’s just better.
SKC: Can you recall an instance when
Jacob was growing up when you came
to understand that he had a vocation to
the priesthood?
Kathy: Four of our six children told
us they were going to be priests when
they were young. Mandy, Adam, Isaac,
and Jacob. Mandy said she was going
to be the first female priest. When
we had Ben, Jacob asked if he could
name him since he was never going to
have children because he was going
to be a priest. Jacob also told me he
was going to be the first pope from
the United States. I never stifled any of
them, although I told Mandy it would
be hard for her to do (she does have
a degree in theology and has been a
youth minister at several colleges). I

figured Jacob would
not their call, they at
find girls like his older
least figured out how to
brothers. My maternal
hear God’s voice. They
grandmother (Anna
will be able to listen
Wirtz) prayed that one
throughout their life
of her six sons would be
and know when it’s God
a priest, and none were.
speaking. It doesn’t mean
God answers prayers
God doesn’t want them.
in his time. Father Ted
He just wants them to do
Stoecklein is her first
another vocation.
priest, and Jacob is her
SKC: How does it feel to
second priest.
have a priest in the family?
Bob: Jacob had
Bob: I have to behave
relatives who were
myself. Kathy tells me all
religious vocations and
the time, “Your son’s a
good examples. Father
priest!”
Joseph Bahr and Father
Kathy: I had a paternal
Paul Schreiber were
great uncle (Msgr. Joseph
second or third cousins,
Gerstenkorn) who was a
and there are all of the
priest, so a priest in the
Bahr sisters who entered
family isn’t something
Photo by Rheta Schmeidler new. What is new is that
religious life too.
Kathy and Bob Schneider with their son, Father Jacob Schneider.
SKC: Were you ever
as a parent of a priest, it
apprehensive about
is a humbling experience,
happy in the vocation he was chosen
your son entering the seminary and
in that God has chosen our son to
to do, has a family, and is doing well.
studying for the priesthood?
stand in the place of Christ to assist His
If he hadn’t gone for that year, I think
Bob: No, never. When we dropped
people in going to heaven. When you
he would have been like my brother’s
Jacob off at the seminary and met
have a son-in-law or daughter-in-law,
friend, wondering if he was supposed
these ... people who were to guide him
you can suggest ideas. Who am I to
to be a priest. If men and women feel
on his way; they were just wonderful!
give God ideas or suggest ideas to the
they are called to religious life, they
How could you not ask for your child
bishop?
should pursue it. If they discern it’s
to choose a more noble vocation?
Not taking away from what my other
children have done, it’s just different.
Kathy: Yes, I was apprehensive. Jacob
was the only one of our children who
said, “When I have children I’m gonna’…”
In this intriguing
None of our other children talked about
volume, Tim Wenzl,
having children when they were young.
I reminded Jacob of that when he was in
archivist emeritus for
the seminary and he said, “Mom, I get
the Diocese of Dodge
to baptize all the babies in my parish! I’ll
City, documents his
be fine.” It was also difficult to give up
discovery of more
the thought of losing his girlfriend as a
future daughter-in-law. I loved her. I still
than 300 Kansas
do. She will always be a part of our family
communities and
… just not like I thought she would be.
geographical sites
The more I watched Jacob as he went to
the seminary, the more I realized this is
with Catholic names.
where he needs to be. I am so happy he
Included in this
had the strength to answer God’s call. I
146-page gazetteer
wish more people did.
are communities
SKC: What would you say to other
named for saints,
parents who may have concerns for
their children answering the call to
popes, cardinals,
religious life?
bishops, priests and
Bob: Don’t have concerns. They are
friars, nuns and
very well taken care of.
religious sisters,
Kathy: Life is better when children
Spanish explorers,
follow the vocation God has chosen
for them, no matter what it may be.
frontiersmen, and
Going to the seminary is a time for
ordinary Catholics.
discernment. If they discern not to be
a priest, this is what God wanted them
to do. A friend of my brother’s visited
t $PNNVOJUJFTPSJHJOBMMZFTUBCMJTIFEBT$BUIPMJDDPMPOJFTBOE
with me this summer and he’s been
OBNFEGPSUIF¹NJHS¹TIPNFMBOE
happily married for years. He told
t 5IFTUPSJFTPGIPXBOEXIZUIFDPNNVOJUJFTXFSFOBNFE 
me when he was younger he thought
UPHFUIFSXJUICJPHSBQIJDBMGFBUVSFT
he was supposed to be a priest. He
t $PMPSQIPUPHSBQITPGOFBSMZ$BUIPMJDDIVSDIFTBOE
thinks about it a lot. I believe he
should have gone to the seminary just
JOTUJUVUJPOTMJTUFE/BUJPOBM3FHJTUFSPG)JTUPSJD1MBDFT

to make sure. My nephew went to
the seminary for a year and realized
he wasn’t called to be a priest. He’s

Interested in the priesthood? Call Father Jacob!
(620) 624-4135, frjacob@sapliberal.org.

Coming Soon in Time for Christmas!

Readers will be amazed at the discoveries.
Release Date to be Announced Soon!
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Hope and help for those who have had an abortion

The following is from the United State
Conference of Catholic Bishops
eath is a difficult topic. Yet seeing
it through the eyes of faith opens
our hearts to the hope that it marks
the entrance into the fullness of eternal
life. The Church celebrates All Souls’ Day
each Nov. 2 to remind us of the reality
of heaven and to remember the dead.
We pray for our departed loved ones
throughout the month, that we might assist
in their purification and help facilitate their
passage into the fullness of eternal life.
For those who have been involved in an
abortion, November can be particularly
heartbreaking. Mothers and fathers may
be reminded of their children’s deaths and
find it difficult to forgive themselves. Some
parents grieve their losses and wonder if
their unbaptized children are in heaven.

D

Mary Louise Huddleston,
96, a native of Hoisington, died
Oct. 14, 2018. She married
Max B. Huddleston, who
preceded her in death. She
is survived by her children,
Sharon Scott, Mike Huddleston,
Larry Huddleston, and Jerene
DeBono; 18 grandchildren; 32
great-grandchildren; daughtersin-law, Donna Huddleston,
Judi Huddleston and Shelli
Huddleston; as well as numerous
nieces, nephews, other family,
and a host of friends. Father Mike
Helms presided.
Velda Rea Osborne, 80,
of St. John the Apostle Parish
in St. John, died Oct. 24, 2018.
She had served as a child care
provider for countless children.
She was a member of the Altar
Society and Respite Foster Care
Provider. On Sept. 10, 1955 she
married Gillmore John Osborne;
he preceded her in death in
1999. Survivors include a son,
Michael; three daughters, Johnna
Stanford, Di Fisher and Beth
Keesling; three brothers, Darwyn
Mead, Gary Mead, and Earl
Mead; a sister, Connie Wallis;
13 grandchildren and 22 greatgrandchildren. Father Michael
Klag presided.
Mary Jo Tasset, 68, of
the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City,
died Oct. 24, 2018. Mary Jo
was born in Dodge City and
raised on the family farm in
Ford County. On May 1, 1971
she married Duane Tasset. Mary
Jo is survived by her husband
of 47 years; three daughters,

The Church teaches us to hope in
salvation for unbaptized children, whether
they died through miscarriage, abortion,
or another reason. She offers comfort for
grieving parents and provides the support
they need to entrust their children to God’s
loving care and to deepen their relationship
with the Father of Mercies.
The Catechism says “As regards children
who have died without Baptism, the Church
can only entrust them to the mercy of God,
as she does in her funeral rites for them.
Indeed, the great mercy of God who desires
that all [people] should be saved, and Jesus’
tenderness toward children which caused
him to say: ‘Let the little children come to me,
do not hinder them,’ allow us to hope that
there is a way of salvation for children who
have died without Baptism” (CCC 1261).
For those who may have been involved

Jodi Lix, Jill Howe, and Julie
Konecny; nine grandchildren;
four sisters, Toni Ann Trebilcock,
Vicki Brownrigg, Denise Riegel
and Peggy Taylor; three brothers,
John Schinstock, Jack Schinstock,
and Kenny Schinstock; and many
nieces and nephews.
Joe A. Tuzicka, 85, of Prince
of Peace Parish at St. Rose of Lima
Church, Great Bend, died Oct. 22,
2018. He married Gwendolyn
Butcher, Sept. 6, 1954; she
died July 29, 1971. Joe served
his country in the U.S. Army
during the Korean War. He was
a welder for Guthrie Trailer and a
custodian for USD 428. Survivors
include son, Rodney; daughter,
Kimberly Baird; brothers, Lester
and Francis; sister, Cecilia
Hloracek; four grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.
Father Ted Stoecklein presided.
Blake Mckinley Sullivan,
21, of Prince of Peace Parish
at St. Patrick Church, Great
Bend, died Oct. 18, 2018. Blake
graduated from Great Bend
High School in 2015, where he
played basketball and golf. He
attended Kansas State University
as a full-time student studying
management information
systems with a minor in statistics.
He was a member of the Lambda
Chi Fraternity. Survivors include
his parents, John Jr. and Annie
Sullivan; sister, Erin Sullivan;
grandfathers, John L. Sullivan,
Sr., and Donald Goscha; aunts
and uncles, Mary Sparks, Allen
and Teresa Hudson, Pat Goscha,
Teresa and Alan Flores, and Craig
and Mona Goscha; and many

in some way in the loss of their child, a
diocesan-based Project Rachel Ministry
can assist. Those feeling guilt, shame and
regret due to an abortion can turn to
the confidential guidance and support of
ministry team members, who are priests,
laypeople, or mental health professionals.
The ministry helps grieving mothers and
fathers to reconcile with the Lord and
establish relationships with their children
through prayer. Some parents experience a
sense of having been forgiven by their child.
And, as we are reminded each November,
our prayers help those who have died, and
they can also pray for us.
Through prayer and the sacraments,
we connect not only to our Father, who
is boundless in mercy, but also to those
for whom we have hope of salvation.
Remember St. John Paul II’s words to

Obituaries

cousins. Father Ted Stoecklein
presided.
R os e R ita M argar e t
Horton, 77, of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish,
Dodge City, died Oct. 22, 2018.
Rose gratuated from Dominican
High School in Great Bend in
1959. She graduated from St.
Mary of the Plains College in
Dodge City with a bachelor’s
degree in Medical Technology in
1964. Rita’s first job was working
at St. Joseph Hospital in Wichita,
where she met a young airman,
and on Oct. 7, 1967, she married
Franklin Larry Horton. While at
Edwards County Hospital, Rita
helped begin a yearly women’s
health fair, helping to provide
free and reduced services and
education to hundreds of women
throughout her years there. She
taught religious classes when her
kids were young, and after they
were grown, she volunteered
her time in the adoration chapel.
Rita is survived by two sons, Paul
and Nick; daughters, Natalie
Horton, Amy Harvey and Allison
Horton; 10 grandchildren; one
great-grandchild arriving in
December; brothers, Donald and
Thomas Patterson; sister, Edna
Ricker; and numerous nieces and
nephews. Father Wesley Schawe
presided.
David M. Sauber, 61, of St.
Joseph Parish, Ellinwood, died on
Oct. 19, 2018. He was a member
of the Knights of Columbus, and
was a longtime employee at Great
Bend Manufacturing. Survivors
include sisters, Marcia Sauber and
Colleen Ward; daughter, Amanda

LIFE ISSUES FORUM
women who’ve had an abortion: “The
Father of mercies is ready to give you his
forgiveness and his peace in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. To the same Father and
his mercy you can with sure hope entrust
your child” (Evangelium Vitae, #99).
As members of the body of Christ, the
Church, we are an Easter people, living
with the hope given to us by Christ’s
Resurrection, His victory over sin and
death. We are called to bear witness to
the gift of every life, no matter how brief
or small. This November, remember that
every unbaptized child who has died can
be entrusted to God’s loving mercy. Let
us pray especially that parents of aborted
children are blessed with the hope of being
reunited with them in heaven one day.
Another resource is Rachel’s Vineyard
Retreats, rachelsvineyard.org.

Fields; and four grandchildren,
Shadow Myers, William Fields Jr.,
Markus Fields, and Lucian Fields;
and nephews, Konan and Kory
Hauser. Father Terrance Klein
presided.
Francis V. Bittle, 81, of
the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City,
died Oct. 19, 2018. He married
Donna Wells on Dec. 29, 1958.
He served his country in the Army
Reserves from 1954 until 1963,
and retired from the Ford County
Feed Yard after 30 years of service.
He was a member of the Knights
of Columbus. He is survived by his
wife, Donna; daughter, Brenda
Andrews; sons, Todd, Nicholas
and Douglas; sister, Norma
Berens; eight grandchildren; 17
great-grandchildren; and nine
great-great-grandchildren. Father
Aneesh Parappanattu presided.
Dallas Dee Heinitz, 67, of
Mary, Queen of Peace Parish,
Ulysses, died Oct. 27, 2018. Dallas
attended a one-room school
house in Logan County, Kansas,
and graduated from Wichita
County High School in Leoti. He
had a long career at Pioneer
Communications. On Sept. 1,
1973, he married Colette Heble in
Atwood, Kansas. Other surviving
family members include children
Kep Heinitz, Alyse Stanley, Katina
Harter, and Alaina Madison;
nine grandchildren; and siblings
Bruce, Dennis, Dana, Barry and
Tanis. Father Peter Fernandez
presided.
Victor J. Riebel, 91, of Sacred
Heart Parish, Ness City, died Oct.
27, 2018. He was born on the

family farm near Ness City. He
attended Ness City High School
and was a part of the State track
team. He had to end his high
school career early to work on
the farm when his father was
no longer able to work. Vic
was a U.S. Army Veteran. He
was a member of the Knights
of Columbus. He is survived by
his wife of 66 years, Wilma; son,
Perry; five daughters, Vickie
Leiker, June Stoecklein, Jane
Stoecklein, Randae Rufenacht,
and Karen Stoecklein; four
brothers, Johnny, Willie, Melvin,
and Leon; three sisters, Sister
Florentia, Sister Leona and Sister
Barbara Riebel; 13 grandchildren
and 12 great-grandchildren.
Donald L. Olinger, 83, of
St. Helen Parish, Hugoton, died
Oct. 29, 2018. He married Nancy
Sue Slemp; she preceded him
in death. Father Francis Khio
Nguyen presided.
Susan Ann Weber, 66, of
Immaculate Conception Parish,
Claflin, died Oct. 30, 2018. On
Aug. 6, 1977, she married her
high school sweetheart Roy
Weber. Susan was a school
teacher in Ellinwood, Claflin, and
Bushton, teaching 28 years at
all levels but mostly 3rd Grade,
retiring in 2014. She was also
the co-owner of Weber Four Oil
Company, and was a member
of the Altar Society. She is
survived by her husband, Roy;
son, Christopher John Weber;
daughter, Tracey McKenna;
brothers, Mike Luebbers and Bill
Luebbers; and five grandchildren.
Father Terrence Klein presided.
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The Rosary + technology =

Called & Gifted Workshop Jan. 12

A multitude of prayers
“The Rosary is the ‘weapon’ for these times.”

- Saint Padre Pio

Connect with people of all ages around the Dodge City Diocese from the
comfort of your home. It’s easy:
• Email to jbernal@dcdiocese.org to sign-up.
• Look for a reply email with instructions to
download “Zoom” and how to connect (it’s free!).
• You will receive an email link on your device at
8 p.m. on Sunday evenings. Click on the link.
• You will be connected with others from around
the diocese as we pray the rosary to promote a
culture of life.
• This prayer will conclude no later than 8:30
p.m.
• All individuals, groups, and ages are invited
to be a part of this group.

“In truth I tell you once
again, if two of you on earth
agree to ask anything at all,
it will be granted to you by my
Father in heaven.”
-- Matthew 18:19

Mark your calendars for 2019 March for
Life in Topeka, Washington, D.C.
March for Life invite you to prepare for the Jan. 16-20 March for Life in Washington, D.C.,
and/or the Kansans for Life march in Topeka, Jan. 22. See below for more information,
including who to contact to reserve your space.

January 16-20, 2019 — Washington, D.C.
Trip includes:
Bus transportation — Hotel for two nights — “Life is VERY Good
Rally” — Holy Mass — March for Life — Sightseeing
Seating is limited, so reserve your space now!
For more information and registration,
contact Tom or Lisa Ridder, (620) 375-2100 or email lridder68@gmail.com

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 — Topeka
On the 46th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
For High School and College Age to Stand-up for the Value of Human Life

Pro-Life Pilgrimage with Holy Mass, Other Prayer, Public Witness
For more information and to register, contact Gayla Kirmer, (620) 227-1525
Or email: gkirmer@dcdiocese.org

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Nov. 11
First Kings 17:10-16; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark
12:38-44 or 12:41-44
Monday, Nov. 12; Saint Josaphat, bishop and
martyr
Titus 1:1-9/Luke 17:1-6
Tuesday, Nov. 13
Titus 2:1-8, 11-14; Luke 17:7-10
Wednesday, Nov. 14
Titus 3:1-7/ Luke 17:11-19
Thursday, Nov. 15
Philemon 1:7-20/Luke 17:20-25
Friday, Nov. 16
Second John 1:4-9/Luke 17:26-37
Saturday, Nov. 17; Saint Elizabeth of Hungary
Third John 1:5-8/Luke 18:1-8
Sunday, Nov. 18
Daniel 12:1-3/Hebrews 10:11-14, 18/Mark

13:24-32
Monday, Nov. 19
Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Luke 18:35-43
Tuesday, Nov. 20
Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22/Luke 19:1-10
Wednesday, Nov. 21; Presentation of the
Virgin Mary
Revelation 4:1-11/Luke 19:11-28
Thursday, Nov. 22; Memorial of St. Cecilia,
Virgin and Martyr
Revelation 5:1-10/Luke 19:41-44
Friday, Nov. 23
Revelation 10:8-11/Luke 19:45-48
Saturday, Nov. 24
Revelation 11:4-12/Luke 20:27-40
Sunday, Nov. 25; Christ the King
Daniel 7:13-14/Revelation 1:5-8/John 18:3337

What are your gifts of
the Holy Spirit?

I

t’s true that the Lord works in
mysterious ways, but other ways
aren’t quite so mysterious -- although
they may require a bit of detective
work.
Take the charism for example.
“Charisms” are spiritual gifts given
by the Holy Spirit. On Jan. 12, 2019,
you are invited to examine what your
charism may be. The Called & Gifted
Workshop will take place beginning
at 8:30 a.m. and concluding with 5
p.m. Mass at the Heartland Center for
Spirituality, 3600 Broadway in Great
Bend. Lunch is provided.
The day-long program presented
by the Catherine of Siena Institute of
Colorado Springs is designed to offer
participants a little help in determining
just what are their charisms.
“The charism of faith,” Deacon
Mark Cesnik explained, “is not the
virtue of faith that we all hope to
practice. It’s a gift of extraordinary
faith, the unusual trust in the love,
power and provision of God, and a
remarkable freedom to act on this
trust.” Deacon Cesnik is from Corpus
Christi Parish in Tucson.
A charism is not to be confused with
a talent or skill. Charisms may include
“giving” – people who find great joy in
sharing their time or treasure. There
is the charism of hospitality – those
who derive pleasure in providing a
welcoming atmosphere for others.
Some rare few have the charism of
healing.
Maggie Doyne was just a teenager
when she decided to visit India. “She

noticed that many children were
pouring into a part of India from
Nepal,” Cesnik said.
This is where Maggie’s charism
of faith came in: “At only 18, she
travelled to Nepal to see why so many
children were impoverished.”
As a result of a long civil war,
some one million children had been
abandoned on the streets. One day
she met a girl who was supporting her
family by breaking rocks in a river and
selling bags for a dollar.
“Maggie realized it would cost less
than $7 to send her to school.”
One child became five, then seven
and more. Before long, Maggie wrote
home for her baby-sitting money - $5,000 that she used to buy a plot
of land. She came home and raised
$20,000 and built a home in which
she and a couple house 40 children.
The community joined her to build
a school, and a high school is now in
the works. All of this amid the terrible
violence of an ongoing civil war.
“Now that’s extraordinary faith,”
said the deacon.
While most participants of the
program won’t be going off to Nepal
to serve the poor, by closely examining
their lives, they are either given a good
idea of what their charism(s) might be,
or the tools to do so in the days and
weeks to follow. It was a mystery that
participants of past workshops have
found worth searching for a solution.
Registration deadline is Jan. 3. To
register, contact Coleen Stein 620227-1538, cstein@dcdiocese.org.
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com

ACROSS
1 “___ forgive them,
they know not…” (Lk
23:34)
6 The Crown of ___
10 ___ Ministry, National Catholic Prison
Outreach
11 This archdiocese is
found in South Australia
12 ___ of sin
16 Dinah, to Esau
18 Prayer time
20 One of the seven
deadly sins
21 Catholics Ted Kennedy and Alec Guinness
22 A Medici pope
23 Ezekiel scattered
this to the wind (Ezek
5:1–2)
24 See 20A
26 Solemn holy day
28 Member of the
Order of Preachers
32 Fate of St. Thomas
More
33 Paul VI’s “A Call to
___”
35 “Bring Flowers of
the ___”
36 Vessel for perfuming the altar
DOWn
2 Vestment worn
under the alb
3 Brother of Shem

Dan Reed, FICF

T��er Me�er, FICF
(620) 546-1566

Kingman, Sharon, Willowdale, St. Leo, Pratt, Danville, Medicine
Lodge, Kiowa, Seward, St. John, and Greensburg councils.

George S�ine��i
(785) 726-4899

Marienthal, Tribune, Dighton, Scott City

Darin Reed, FICF

(785) 726-4899 office • (785) 259-2335 cell
Ransom, Sharon Springs councils

Shaun Linen�erger

(785) 301-2676 office • (785) 623-8716 cell
Larned, La Crosse, Belpre and Olmitz councils

Dan Ordonez

TeASeR THe FIRST:

(785) 475-4128

St. Francis, Goodland, Colby

Hector So�er, FIC
(785) 569-1466

Great Bend council

Check out our website!

kofcinsuranceks.com

4

5

10

12

18

6

7

8

9

11

13

14

19

15

16

20

22

17

21

23

24

25
26

27

28

29

30

32

33

35

36

31

34

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

4 They were found
in Juan Diego’s cape at
Guadalupe
5 The Diocese of
Boise is here
7 Diocese in Montana
8 “And I will ___ you
up on eagle’s wings”
9 French holy
woman (abbr.)

13 The ___ of Forbidden Books
14 Land of St. Patrick
15 Rerum ___
17 Job’s wife told him
to, “___ God and die”
(Job 2:9)
19 Administer extreme unction
21 Wife of Abram
25 Breaks the seventh

TeASeR THe SeCOnD:

The answer to the riddle
is a pair of words that
rhyme with each other.
For example: Large Feline
would be Fat Cat.
1. Final explosion
2. Fresh adhesive
3. Fuzzy fruit lecture

TeASeR THe THIRD:
If you balanced a broom horizontally on your
finger, so that your finger was exactly on the
broom’s center of gravity, marked that spot and
cut the broom in two, then you would have a long
and a short piece. The long piece being most of the
handle and the short piece being the bristle end and
a small part of the handle.

st. sebastian’s soduKo

T��er Bruggeman

3

Follow these steps and see if you can figure
this out.
1) Get a brown, cardboard box.
2) Get purple, orange, and turquoise paints.
3) Paint the box orange.
4) Paint on purple spots.
5) Paint on turquoise stripes.
7) Turn it upside down.
8) Lie on your side.
What is missing from this sequence?

(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson,
Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse, and Satanta councils

2

commandment
27 Son of Jacob
29 Group of religious
30 OT historical book
31 “It is not good for
man to be ___.” (Gen
2:18)
32 Hebrew for “son
of”
34 Commandment
number

ST. MICHAEL’S MIND TEASER

(785) 472-2139 office • (785) 531-0135 cell
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin, Russell, Claflin, and
Ellsworth councils.

1

4. Finest bird home
5. Tone down your
dishonor
6. Nightlike playground
7. Girl friend
8. Following written
work
9. Goofy flower
10. Food sale

Now what will happen if you weigh both pieces?
(pick all that apply)
A) The short piece will weigh more.
B) The long piece will weigh more.
C) Both will weigh the same.
D) Your mom will find out and hit you with both
pieces!
each Soduko puzzle consists of a 9x9
Sudoku grid containing areas surrounded
by gray or dotted lines. The object is to
fill all empty squares so that the numbers
1 to 9 appear exactly once in each row,
column and 3x3 box, and the sum of the
numbers in each area is equal to the clue
in the area’s top-left corner.

Reglas De Sudoku:
Cada fila debe contener los números a
partir la 1 a 9 Cada columna debe contener los números a partir la 1 a 9
Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9
Reprinted with permission from www.
sudokuoftheday.com/
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Priests on the Prairie
June 25, 1904 - November 12, 1960

Father Matthew Hall, OSB

F
Hoefer
Stained Glass
• Restoration of Antique Stained
and Painted Glass
• Custom Designed of New 		
Stained Glass Windows

Customer Care and
Quality Craftsmanship

ather Matthew (John “Henry” Hall) was born June 25, 1904
at Seward. He attended St. Joseph School in Ellinwood for
seven years of his elementary education. He attended high
school and college at St. Benedict’s, Atchison. In 1927, he entered
the Benedictine novitiate at St. Vincent’s Archabbey in Latrobe,
Pa. He was ordained May 24, 1933 by Bishop Francis Johannes of
Leavenworth in St. Benedict’s Church, Atchison.
He was appointed assistant at St. Benedict’s Parish, Atchison, and
devoted special work with African-Americans (1934-41). Bishop
Johannes commended this work on the occasion of his quinquennial
report to the Holy See.
Father Matthew served in three pastorates: Sts. Peter and Paul,
Seneca (1941-47); St. Ann, Effingham (1947- 49); and St. Joseph,
Atchison (1949-59). He remodeled and painted the church and
school at Seneca, and built the rectory and remodeled the church
at Effingham. He was the founding pastor of St. Joseph, Atchison,
and built the church and rectory.
He retired to St. Benedict’s Abbey after suffering a heart attack in
1959. In addition to his pastoral duties, Father Matthew served as Father Matthew Hall, OSB
the state chaplain of both the Knights of Columbus (1944-45) and
the Daughters of Isabella (1955-59).
Father Matthew died Nov. 12, 1960, while visiting his brother, Father Egbert Hall, pastor at St.
Charles, Troy. The funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Benedict’s Abbey Church. Burial was in the abbey
cemetery.
In addition to his brother, Father Matthew had a sister who entered the religious life: Sister Casmir
Hall, OSB.

www.dcdiocese.org/archivist-diocesan/necrology

1-800-663-8020
910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

“Faith is to believe what we
do not see, and the reward of
this faith is to see what we
believe.”
— Augustine

For the latest
movie reviews,
visit
www.catholic
news.com
/movies.cfm
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No Christ?

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Complete Family Vision Care

KNOW
CHRIST!

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
Christology
Pastoral Ministry
Formation
dcdiocese.org/
pastoralministry-formation
Coleen Stein:
(620) 227-1538
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Largest
Selection of

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

THIRD:
A) The short piece will weigh
more!
This is due to the torque
needed to hold the long piece
up. It is the same reason a
heavy kid has to sit closer in on
a see-saw when he is on it with
a lighter friend.
Oh yeah, D) may also be
correct depending on your
mother’s temperament.
SeCOnD:
1. Last Blast
2. New Glue
3. Peach Speech
4. Best Next
5. Tame Shame
6. Dark Park
7. Gal Pal
8. Next Text
9. Silly Lily
10. Meal Deal
FIRST:
Step 6!
Editor’s Note: Being an editor, I
figured this out right off. (Note
to self: Go to confession for lying
to readers.)

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

For information about opioid
addiction or to seek help, visit https://
ckfaddictiontreatment.org/, or call
(785) 825-6224.
• • •
For information about suicide
prevention, visit SpeakingOfSuicide.com,
or, if you are having thoughts of suicide,
call the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.
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Healing the Hurt
that victims of actual sexual abuse experience. He decided to leave the Legion and
became a diocesan priest in the Archdiocese
of New York. He is currently vice rector,
dean of admissions and a professor of
moral theology at St. Joseph’s Seminary
(Dunwoodie) in Yonkers, N.Y.
Father Berg corresponded with Father
Tim S. Hickey about his book, the ongoing
clerical sexual abuse crisis, and the spiritual
and emotional health of the seminarians he
helps train to be future priests. Bishop John
Brungardt gave each priest in the Diocese
of Dodge City a copy of Father Berg’s book
at their October convocation. Father Hickey
also produced a “Reader’s Guide” to accompany Hurting in the Church, which was
also provided to the priests. The “Reader’s
Guide” can be used to facilitate a parish or
a small group reading of the book or used
by individuals. To obtain a free pdf of the
guide, email Father Hickey at tshickey@
icloud.com.
Father Hickey is pastor of St. Mary’s
(Marienthal), St. Anthony’s (Leoti) and St.
Joseph the Worker (Tribune).
FATHER HICKEY: What is the mood among
the seminarians this fall? How are you and
the seminary formators dealing with these
revelations, and now with the NY Attorney
General’s actions seeking records from
every diocese there? The reason I ask is
twofold: This issue is not going away, and
the men you are forming to be priests now
are learning what a “wounded Church”
really looks like. It’s being uncovered in
news and blogs, etc. The fallout will impact
their parishioners, and those who leave the
Church and must be reconciled somehow.
Are they being prepared to deal with that
as future priests?
FATHER BERG: As far as our seminary
community at St. Joseph’s is concerned,
we have already been able to engage
each seminarian in very candid dialogue
about this on a number of occasions and
will continue to do so. Cardinal Timothy
Dolan [archbishop of New York] has been
present to celebrate Mass for the community and have a lengthy and candid Q
& A with the men —just him and them.
Bishop [Frank] Caggiano [Diocese of
Bridgeport, CT] gave the opening house
retreat, and the men shared that they
were greatly consoled by his candor and
transparency. Like all of us, the men are
angry; they want answers.
One of the strange upshots of all this is
that in formation these days, the name of
the game is transparency. Men hear that
frequently. They are challenged to be open
with the formation team — and they are.
But a number have noted the unfortunate
inconsistency unfolding before us: bishops
who are evasive, a Holy Father, who for
the moment, is failing at transparency and
accountability.
In one of our first open discussions
one of our guys in exasperation asked,
Is there no one among the bishops who
can just stand up and be accountable?
We demand accountability of our men
up, down, backwards and forwards. They
are incredulous as to why the bishops get
a pass on accountability. And a number
have honestly shared that they are really
struggling to trust the bishops — including their own. So, our very open, honest
dialogues will continue. Where seminaries
are failing to provide this kind of atmosphere with their men, that will not have

Continued from Page 1

a happy outcome. If anyone in the Church
deserves an accounting of the McCarrick
disaster, it is these men who are preparing
to be future priests—they are the ones
who are running into the burning building. They are the first responders. They
deserve answers.

of the pastoral model of “accompanying,
discerning and integrating.”
That’s a good question. Overall, I would
say the book is meant to accompany
those who are hurting. I tried to use my
own story and vulnerability as a vehicle
to allow our Lord to help others heal. In
a way that did all come together as I was
writing. It took a long time to write, and
when I started at the very beginning, I
had no thought of what shape it might
take. I was writing first and foremost to
help myself heal.

might well not — at least according to our
own limited understanding. Jesus calls us,
rather, to hope — to hope in him. I invite
these people to cling to Jesus. To listen to
Jesus. To follow Jesus. He has plans—not
for “progress” or “improvement” as we
might understand it — but for healing,
purification and holiness. And he wants
to use us as his instruments for that. He
wants to lead us to holiness in and through
his all too human, broken, Church. I just
invite these people, not to walk away from
that. Forget optimism. Cling to Jesus and
to our hope in him.

You personally went through a range of
emotions when you learned of the actions
of the founder of the Legionaries of Christ:
disbelief, anger, frustration, abandonment… These emotions are very similar
to what most people are feeling with the
allegations, revelations, inaction on the
You’re very critical in your assessment
part of the bishops, etc. What did you do of the bishops’ handling — or mishandling
You bookend Hurting in the Church with
as these emotions surfaced? Was your — of the situation since 2002, and I can an appeal to a renewed understanding and
spiritual life/prayer life strong enough to only imagine what your disappointment living out of the virtue of agape (sacrificial
help battle them? Do you personally feel and frustration must be like now. Has Christian love). Could you explain what that
the same now with the
means and what
scandals resurfacing as you
a more sacrificialdid when they were affectly loving Church
ing you personally?
would look like in
It’s been sort of déjà vu
the parish, where
all over again. Our Lord
most Catholics live
sustained me through the
out and experience
Legion crisis. At the heart
their faith?
of that experience was
In the churches
the profound realization
in which I’m pastor,
of betrayal and manipulathe most promition. This crisis has many
nent image above
similarities. The common
the tabernacle is
reaction I hear from people
the larger-than-life
around the country is that
crucifix. My parishsense of betrayal. And
ioners can’t get
that provokes very strong
away from looking
emotions. We need to
at the wounded
bring those emotions to
hands, feet and
our Lord. He also experiside of their Lord
enced extreme emotions
and Savior during
— especially during his Father Thomas Berg discusses his book “Hurting in the Church; A Way Forward the Mass, nor can I
Agony in the Garden. We for Wounded Catholics” with Father Timothy Hickey, pastor at St. Mary Parish, with the crucifix on
have to find healthy outlets Marienthal, St. Anthony Parish, Leoti, and St. Joseph the Worker, Tribune.
the altar. These are
for those emotions. And a
the same wounds
good way to channel those is into positive anyone in the “institutional” Church, such that Jesus showed to the Apostles while
actions that can be taken to contribute to as the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops at the same time offering them the gift
healing the Church — our own small but or other related agencies, reached out to of his peace. Do you think we have sufsignificant contributions, whatever that you to tell your story, to tell the story of ficiently meditated upon or reflected on
might be, everyone needs to prayerfully wounded Catholics, to in effect, help lead these wounds of Christ, and of his Church,
discern. But in the end, the best we can the way out of this?
of his priesthood? Or have we simply
do is pray, offer up reparation, try to supI know of only one bishop who said he put legalistic and monetary bandages
port those who are struggling. I did much read my book and thanked me for writing on them?
of that in the Legion crisis; I find the Holy it. If there are bishops who are even aware
That’s such a good question. Christians
Spirit leading me to do that again.
of the book, the response has been pretty who are hurting, and who suffer at any
universally one of silence.
moment in life, have so much to learn,
In your interviews and conversations
inwardly, deeply, from contemplating
with clerical sexual abuse victims, what
Could you explain what you mean when the wounds of Christ. A mystery that can
did you find most surprising or shocking you invite those Catholics who have be- help us here especially is that Christ apabout their stories? What has stayed with come “disaffected,” as you put it by the pears after his resurrection, in his glorious
you the most?
Church as institution, by priests who have body — with wounds! Wounds… What
Most surprising: Almost universally, the failed them and the Church, to come back. does that mean? We all need to ponder
thing they wanted most was not revenge You write, “We need you back in order to it, to meditate on it. What was Jesus tellor monetary compensation. The thing they help heal a hurting Church.” On the flip ing his Church? What was he telling his
most wanted was to be heard, listened to, side, what is your argument for those disciples? That we too, members of his
and their stories and their pain validated. who’ve said, “I’ve had it; this is the last body, would experience wounds, in and
Most shocking and disturbing, at least in straw.” They themselves may not have ex- through the Church. And that those very
recent months: To hear from persons who perienced abuse directly, but they are fed wounds, united to his, with his wounds,
deal regularly with survivors of abuse that it up with Church bureaucracy and inaction can also be instruments of healing, grace,
seems a good number of bishops are pulling on underlying issues (homosexual clergy, salvation — if we allow him to use our own
back from their attention and presence to lack of transparency, etc.).
woundedness, whatever those wounds
victims. Bishops must not fail to be presTo either of the persons you describe, I might be, whatever their origin, even if
ent to these brothers and sisters of ours first have to say honestly: I get it. I get how their origin is our own sinfulness. Jesus
who have suffered such horrors. There you feel. I’ve been tempted — how many can take the woundedness his Church is
are too few bishops who “get it” in terms times? — to say, “You know what? I didn’t now experiencing and turn that experience
of how to be present. Some do. I know of sign up for this. I’m done.” But for those upside down and use our very brokenness
bishops who meet regularly with victims who have left, or those who are tempted to to heal and sanctify us. And that’s what
and have done so for years. I fear they are walk away, I just want to hold out to them a I mean by hope — Christian hope. That
the exceptions.
message, not of optimism, but of Christian healing that Jesus alone can bring about
hope. That distinction is so key. Optimism is not simply some kind of “progress” or
Hurting in the Church is part memoir, says: Everything will get better. But Jesus “improvement.” It’s actually something far
part analysis, part therapy session. Did does not call us to be optimists, nor does better than that. And his love makes this
this pattern emerge as you were writing he cajole us into believing “everything is possible. And that is good news that we
it, or do you see in this pattern something going to get better” in the Church. Things can all use right now.
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Nikki Haley praises
‘everyday miracles’ of the
Church, despite abuse crisis
“I’ve been to
the border
between
Colombia and
Venezuela,
where people
walk three
hours each
way in the
blazing sun to
get the only
meal they will
have that day.
Who is giving
that meal?
The Catholic
Church,” she
said.
“I’ve been to
refugee camps
in Central
Africa where
young boys
are kidnapped
and forced to
become child
soldiers, and
young girls
are raped
as a matter
of routine.
Who was in
the forefront
of changing
this culture
of corruption
and violence?
The Catholic
Church.”

N

ew York City, N.Y. (CNA) - Ambassador Nikki
Haley used her speech at the annual Al Smith
dinner in New York City to acknowledge the
Church’s efforts to address the sexual abuse scandal
while continuing its “incredible work” helping “millions
of desperate people” around the world.
The outgoing U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations
was the guest of honor at the fundraising dinner for the
Archdiocese of New York, held Oct. 18. While the dinner
raises millions of dollars for the Church’s charitable
outreach in the city, Haley said that the efforts she had
seen went “way beyond that.”
In the course of her time as ambassador, Haley said
that she had been to some “truly dark places” where
the suffering endured by many people would be “hard
for most Americans to imagine.”
“I’ve been to the border between Colombia and
Venezuela, where people walk three hours each way in
the blazing sun to get the only meal that they will have
that day. Who’s giving that meal? The Catholic Church,”
she said.
“I’ve been to refugee camps in Central Africa where
young boys are kidnapped and forced to become child
soldiers, and young girls are raped as a matter of routine.
Who was in the forefront of changing this culture of
corruption and violence? The Catholic Church.”
Haley also acknowledged the sexual abuse crises which
have rocked the Church, both in the United States and
globally, saying that she would “be remiss” if she did not
mention the recent scandals. Noting that sexual abuse
and assault were not a problem limited to the Church,
but which “deeply touch the American family,” she said
that the Church had an obligation to victims.
“The church’s place must be with the victims that carry
the pain with them. I know church leaders recognize
their deep responsibility to address this moral failing,
and are taking action,” she said. At the same time, the
ambassador said that it would be “tragic” if the abuse
scandal made the world blind to “the amazing good works
the Catholic Church does every single day.”
Haley called the Church’s global works of charity,
education, and healthcare “everyday miracles” and said
that “those miracles are the way of the Church.”
The annual event raises money for the Alfred E. Smith
Foundation, which serves the “neediest children of the
Archdiocese of New York, regardless of race, creed,
or color.” Each year, the dinner features a prominent
politician; during presidential election years, the two
main candidates are invited together.
Smith was the first Catholic to be nominated as a
presidential candidate by one of the two leading U.S.
political parties.
Speakers at the dinner traditionally deliver irreverent
and light hearted political humor, and Haley offered good
natured jokes at the expense of prominent Democrats
and Republicans, including the president.
But she was also quick to place American political
strife in context, criticizing the growing tendency to term
political opponents as “evil.”
“In the last two years, I’ve seen true evil. We have
some serious political differences here at home. But our
opponents are not evil. They’re just our opponents,”
she said.
“We are blessed with a political system that allows us
to resolve our differences peacefully. In the end, we must
recognize that we are all Americans, and we are stronger
and healthier when we are united.”
Haley’s appearance at the dinner came a little over
a week after she announced that she will be stepping
down from her role at the UN at the end of 2018. Haley
had served as the UN Ambassador since the beginning
of President Trump’s term, having previously been the
governor of South Carolina.
The dinner raised nearly $4 million.
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Priest who died on
the Titanic could
be on the path
to sainthood

“The Titanic Sinking”

L

ondon, England (CNA/EWTN)
When the Titanic began to sink
on April 15, 1912, Father Thomas
Byles had two opportunities to board a
lifeboat.
But he forewent those opportunities,
according to passengers aboard the
sinking ocean liner, in order to hear
confessions and offer consolation and
prayers with those who were trapped
aboard.
Now, a priest at the former church of
Father Byles in England is asking that his
beatification cause be opened.
Some 1,500 people died when the
Titanic hit an iceberg and sank in the
Atlantic Ocean in 1912. Believed at
the time to be “unsinkable,” the ship
lacked adequate lifeboats for all the
passengers on its maiden voyage from
Southampton to New York City.
Father Byles was traveling on the
Titanic to preside at his brother’s
wedding in New York. The 42-year-old
British priest had been ordained in
Rome 10 years prior and had served as
a parish priest at Saint Helen’s Church in
Essex since 1905.
Miss Agnes McCoy, a third class
passenger and survivor of the Titanic,
said Father Byles had been on the
ship, hearing confessions, praying with
passengers and giving his blessing as the
vessel sank.
McCoy’s testimony, and that of other
passengers onboard, has been collected
at www.fatherbyles.com.
Helen Mary Mocklare, another third
class passenger, offered more details
about the final hours of the priest’s life.
“When the crash came we were
thrown from our berths ... We
saw before us, coming down the
passageway, with his hand uplifted,
Father Byles,” she recalled. “We knew
him because he had visited us several
times on board and celebrated Mass for
us that very morning.”
“‘Be calm, my good people,’ he said,
and then he went about the steerage
giving absolution and blessings...”
Mocklare continued: “A few around
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us became very excited, and then it was
that the priest again raised his hand and
instantly they were calm once more. The
passengers were immediately impressed
by the absolute self-control of the
priest.”
She recounted that a sailor “warned
the priest of his danger and begged him
to board a boat.” Although the sailor
was anxious to help him, the priest
twice refused to leave.
“Father Byles could have been saved,
but he would not leave while one
(passenger) was left, and the sailor’s
entreaties were not heeded,” Mocklare
recounted. “After I got in the boat,
which was the last one to leave, and we
were slowly going further away from
the ship, I could hear distinctly the voice
of the priest and the responses to his
prayers.”
More than a century later, Father
Graham Smith – the current priest at
Father Byles’ former parish of Saint
Helen – is the promoter for opening his
cause for beatification.
In a statement to the BBC, Father
Smith announced the beginning of the
process seeking the canonization of his
predecessor, whom he considers to be
“an extraordinary man who gave his life
for others.”
Father Smith said that in the local
community, “We are hoping and praying
that he will be recognized as one of the
saints within our canon.”
The canonization process first requires
that the person in question be found
to have lived the Christian virtues to
a heroic degree. A miracle attributed
to the intercession of the individual
must then be approved, for the title of
“Blessed” to be bestowed.
Once beatified, another miracle due
to the intercession of Father Byles
would need to be approved, for him to
be declared a saint.
“We hope people around the world
will pray to him if they are in need and,
if a miracle occurs, then beatification
and then canonization can go forward,”
Father Smith said.

