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‘God has
become
my light’

“Y�� ������ �� ������ �����; ���
���� �� �� �� ������’� ����. I ������
���, ������� I �� ����������� ����;
��������� ��� ���� �����! M� ����
���� ��� ����.”
— Psalm 139:13-14
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Celebrating the CHRIST child
Parishes around the diocese were asked to submit photos from their
Christmas events and celebrations. More photos are on Page 7.

A Chinese teen’s
conversion story
By COUrTNey GrOGaN
eijing, China (CNA)—The first
time Wenxuan Yuan visited a
Catholic church in Beijing as a
child, she was struck by its beauty.
In the courtyard of the church there
was a blackboard with a verse from
the Book of Revelation in Chinese,
“Do not be afraid. I am the first and
the last, the one who lives. Once I
was dead, but now I am alive forever
and ever.”
“I did not fully understand the
significance of these words, but I
couldn’t stop thinking about them.
I kept visiting the church again and
again,” Yuan said.
At the age of 14, Yuan made the
decision to become a Catholic. “I
found a freedom that I had never
had before. For the first time, I had
nothing to hide in my heart,” she
reflected.
“God has become my light, and
therefore I am no longer afraid of
light,” Yuan told bishops and young
people in Rome at a youth synod
event sponsored by the Notre Dame
Center for Ethics and Culture earlier
this year.
In an historic first, two bishops
from China participated in the first
few weeks of the 2018 Synod of
Bishops on young people, the faith,
and vocational discernment.
Beyond beauty, Yuan told CNA
that what first attracted her to the
Catholic faith was that, “It is true. It
is not only a better theology. It is the
true theology.”
And Yuan could not keep this truth
to herself. “When I was in college,
every weekend I would try to grab one
of my friends for Mass, and I did that
for several years,” Yuan continued.
However, many of her college
friends in China knew almost nothing
about the Catholic faith. “Some even
got the wrong idea that after the
Reformation, the Catholic Church
became the Protestant church,” she
added.
Upon hearing the Gospel for the first
time, Yuan’s friends’ “first reaction
was like, ‘It is beautiful,’ but second
was ‘It is shocking. You are believing
in crazy things.’”
“But that is part of the point of
Continued on Page 9

sunday, January 13, 2019

Flood the
world with

The Most rev.
John B.
Brungardt,
Bishop of the
Catholic
Diocese of
Dodge City

B

A

s we complete our Christmas
Season today with the feast
of the Baptism of the Lord, we
reflect on the extraordinary gift of the
Christ Child, our Savior. At the Mary
Mother of God Masses, I used one
of my favorite hymns as part of the
homily: “You’re Here,” by Francesca
Battistelli. This moving hymn is from
the perspective of Mary, cradling her
Newborn Son. The first verse:
Photo courtesy of Michelle Mead

GarDeN CITy (above):
Children from st. Mary
School take part in a Nativity
scene as part of the school’s
Christmas Program.
LACRoSSE (left): Children in
preschool and kindergarten
from st. Michael Parish
perform the “reindeer
Poky” song as part of
st. Michael’s Christmas
Program. They also sang
“Happy Birthday” to Jesus
while using sign language.
HOIsINGTON (below):
Parishioners from st. John
the evangelist Parish,
including Father anselm eke,
second from right, distribute
Christmas baskets Dec. 20
for families in need.
Photo courtesy of Ruth Baalmann

Hold on now, got to
take a deep breath.
I don’t know what to say when I
look in your eyes.
You made the world
before I was born,
And here I am holding
You in my arms tonight.
Noel, Noel, Jesus our Emmanuel.

The first two lines, I imagine, all
mothers would think/feel. The
third line is the amazing gift of the
Incarnation, “God became man.” The
second verse ends with:
Look at Your hands,
they’re still so small
Someday You’re going
To stretch them out and
save us all.
Yes, salvation. Jesus is not just a
cute little boy resting in a manger, He
is the Son of God, who died on the
cross for you, for me. He rose from
the dead to open the gates of heaven.
The third verse ends with:
But You’ll leave Your Spirit
And flood the world with joy.
Joy to the World! In the midst of
pain, suffering, and violence in this
world, we can have an inner joy,
knowing that Jesus is with us. Let us
return to Ordinary Time tomorrow as a
quite extraordinary time, as the Father
tells Jesus, “You are my Beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased” (Luke
3:22). Let us flood the world with joy
that we receive from Jesus, who loves
us so much!

Photo courtesy of Loretta Kinman
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Local priest to co-lead pilgrimage
to Greece in the ‘Pathways of Paul’

F

ather Reggie Urban and Paul Maneth,
learn about the resident monks.
PhD, will host a pilgrimage to Greece
• See Mars Hill where Paul delivered his
from Sept. 8-18, 2019.
“Men of Athens” speech.
Registration for the pilgrimage, “The
• Visit the Museum of Byzantine Culture,
Pathways of Paul,” must be submitted on or
one of the finest museums of Byzantine art.
before Feb. 18.
• See the cave on Patmos where John,
Participants will walk the pathways of one
inspired by God, wrote the Book of
of the Bible’s most prolific personalities and
Revelation.
one of history’s most interesting individuals.
Together, the participants will:
• Retrace the missionary pathways of
the Apostle Paul, prolific writer of the New
Testament letters.
• Travel through ancient cities and pastoral
landscapes.
• Enjoy a 3-night cruise of the magical
Greek Islands of Mykonos, Patmos and
Santorini.
• Visit the ancient Roman city of Ephesus,
Turkey.
• Discover archaeological treasures like the The acropolis in athens.
Acropolis in Athens and seek ancient wisdom
at the ruins of Delphi.
• Explore ancient Corinth on a guided tour
• Investigate the dramatic Meteora
featuring the Agora.
Monasteries, a UNESCO World Heritage site.
• Join a local expert exploring the
• Explore the biblical town of Corinth on
monuments of ancient Athens.
a guided tour featuring the Agora and the
• See the Bema where Paul was brought
Bema, where Paul was brought before the
before the tribunal, as recorded in Acts.
tribunal.
• Travel to the coastal town of Kavala
• Stop in Philippi, where Paul delivered his where Paul first set foot in Europe.
first sermon in Europe and baptized Lydia,
• Experience the House of Mary, where
the first Christian.
she is said to have spent her last days.
• See the dungeon where he was held
More detailed information, including
prisoner.
registration material, can be found by visiting
• Find inspiration throughout as
dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic and clicking on
participants visit the places where the great
the Pathways of Paul icon, or you can call
apostle lived, and preached.
800-362-9347.
• Stop at two monasteries in Meteora and

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions

JaNUary: young people and the example of Mary
That young people, especially in Latin America, follow the example
of Mary and respond to the call of the Lord to communicate the
joy of the Gospel to the world.

Help for farmers

• Kansas Rural Family Helpline, toll free, 866-327-6578: Provides confidential, short-term emotional support, advice, and
qualified referrals directly to rural families struggling with an
unmet emotional, medical, financial, or legal need.
• Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services, toll-free, 800-3213276: Helps farmers, agricultural lenders and USDA agencies
resolve disputes in a confidential and non-adversarial setting
outside the traditional legal process.
• WORKs -- Work Opportunities for Rural Kansans, toll free,
866-271-0853: Helps farmers, ranchers, and their families to
make a transition from farming and ranching to non-farm employment.

The March for Life in Washington, D.C.
and Topeka are just around the corner!
-- See special articles on Pages 4, 5 and 8

Bishop Brungardt invites you
to celebrate World Day of
Consecrated Life, Feb. 2 in
Great Bend
RSVP for reception by Jan. 16

B

ishop John B. Brungardt will
again celebrate with the religious
sisters and religious priests in the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City on
Feb. 2, 2019 at Prince of Peace
Parish in Great Bend at St. Patrick
Church. Mass will be celebrated at
10:30 a.m., followed by a reception
and meal.
Everyone is invited to participate

Submissions accepted for book on local priesthood

S

outhwest Kansas Catholic editor Dave Myers is currently producing a book
about the local priesthood, and would like your help.
The text will include personal stories about local priests, in-depth how-to
chapters regarding discerning God’s will and entering seminary, question and
answer sections, and all with a good deal of humor. Among the chapters will
be a delightful (and somewhat haunting!) story conveyed by Father Henry
Hildebrandt to Myers a few weeks before he died. (A book on local women
Religious will be penned by Charlene Scott-Myers.)
You can help write a chapter in the book. Do you have poignant, fun, or even
historic memories of interaction with local priests? Do you remember spending
time with future saint, Father Emil Kapaun? How did a local priest help you? Is
there a priest you especially admire? Why?
Everyone who submits a story that is used in the book will receive a free
copy. Submit to:
Southwest Kansas Catholic
Father Henry Hildebrandt
Thanks to those w
910 Central, P.O. Box 137
ho
Dodge City, KS 67801
have written in!
Or email skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Catholic Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and
volunteers who work with children to participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness session.
Through the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other educational efforts of the diocese, all people of the diocese can learn
how to discuss different aspects of abuse — including sexual abuse
— with children and how to teach them to protect themselves.
Next Awareness Session:
Spearville
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2019; From: 3-6 p.m.
St. John the Baptist Church
100 S Main St., Spearville, 67876
Contact Person: Judy Gleason 620-385-2881

in the Mass to show their support
to the sisters and priests for their
life of service in the Church and
particularly to their presence in
the Catholic Diocese of Dodge
City.
Anyone who wishes to take part
in the reception and meal, RSVP to
Gayla Kirmer (gkirmer@dcdiocese.
org) by Wednesday, Jan. 16.

Facilitator: Sharon Stuart 620-225-5164

abuse Hotline

If you suspect abuse or neglect of a child in Kansas, and the child
is in immediate danger, call 911 or local law enforcement.
If you have suspicion that a child is being abused or neglected,
make a confidential report to the Kansas Department for Children
and Families Protection Report Center, 800-285-3219.
If you suspect abuse by Church personnel, in addition to making a
report to those civil authorities, contact Charles Befort, crbefort@
cox.net, 620-285-3219.
You may submit a report to the diocese.
Report forms are available at www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.

Steps to create a
safe environment
1. Know the Warning Signs
2. Control Access
3. Monitor All Programs
4. Be Aware (Behavioral and
Physical Signs)
5. Communicate Your
Concerns
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ICE detains Dodge City man for three days in case of mistaken identity

Yet, father of three thankful for opportunity to live in the United States
By Dave Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
Editor’s Note: “Alberto’s” documentation
is in process and he has no fear of
deportation. While he allowed the SKC
to use his full name, due to his pending
immigration hearing and any possible
actions concerning his alleged false arrest,
the SKC has decided only to use his first
name.
t was a December morning. A deep
blue sky made the biting cold a bit more
tolerable. As he did every morning, a
Dodge City resident waved goodbye to his
three young children as they boarded the
bus to school.
As the bus drove out of sight, two
individuals, a man and a woman, both
with letters — ICE — emblazoned on
their jackets, approached the man. They
questioned him briefly. He pleaded with
the Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Agents. He had committed no crime. He has
no criminal record.
He was not the man they were looking
for. If only they would accompany him to
his home where he could get his passport
to prove it.
“The ICE agents didn’t speak
Spanish,” the man told the Southwest
Kansas Catholic, and Alberto, the man
questioned that morning, spoke very
little English. They refused to allow
him to go home, he said. His phone
was taken from him. Unable to inform
his wife, the father of three found
himself being driven to Chase County,
northeast of Wichita, on that cold
December morning, his immediate
future a frightening mystery.
Alberto’s documentation is in process.
Up until that December morning a year ago,
he had no fear of deportation.
Alberto was born in Guatemala, the son
of farmers. His family owned a small patch
of land on which Alberto, his siblings and
parents, grew corn.

I

“We were poor,” Alberto said through
interpreter, Sister Angela Erevia, MCDP.
At his side sat his three children, ages
9, 5 and 3. The oldest, a boy, sat quietly
while his sister, the middle child, tapped
away on a cell phone. The youngest vied
for the attention of his father (when not
attempting to obtain the cell phone from
his sister).
“We could not afford clothes, so our
mother would buy sheets and cut them
up for us to wear,” Alberto said. “Every
morning we would work for one hour in
the field before going to school.
“After school we would work until the
sun began to set, then we’d play [soccer]
using a ball we made from sackcloth,” he
said, smiling at the memory.
Despite his hardships, he eventually
graduated from high school, and even
went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in
“Primary Education in a Bicultural Setting.”
It was while teaching Spanish and his
native Quiché in Guatemala that he met
the woman of his dreams. The two were
soon married.
The paradox of love is that the weight
of the world both decreases and increases
when one adds love to the mix: a person’s
heart is made light by love, yet loving
another multiplies one’s concerns for
health and safety. The political strife, the
depressed economy, and worst of all, the
violent gangs, compelled him (as it has
countless others) to make the difficult
decision to start a new life in the United
States.
This was 12 years ago. In those 12 years,
Alberto and his wife have built a family
in Kansas — two boys and a girl — both
parents have jobs, their children happily
attend school, and they paid off a home.
He is only 33, and he is realizing his true
American dream.
As Alberto lay on a cement slab under
a thin blanket at the Chase County Jail a
year ago, he thought about his life in the

United States.
“He is very active in his Church,” Sister
Angela volunteered as she listened to
Alberto tell his story. “He is a reader at
Mass, and from 3-6 p.m. each Sunday
he attends the Guatemalan prayer
gathering for reflection, Rosary, song and
fellowship.”
Once arriving at the Chase County Jail,
Alberto was given his phone. He notified his
wife, who sobbed in sadness and relief after
finally hearing from her missing husband.
For three days Alberto was incarcerated,
a victim of mistaken identity. It was
someone else they were looking for,
possibly the previous owner of the house
in which he lived, Sister Angela said.
“I felt very sad,” Alberto said. “They didn’t
listen to me. They only spoke English.
“I have a clean record,” Alberto added.
When the truth was finally realized,
that he indeed was not the person they
were looking for, he was unceremoniously
released.
“They told me that when my family pays
a fine, I can go.” His wife raced east with
a friend, paid a $1,500 fine and retrieved
her tired husband.
With his three children sitting quietly at
his side during his interview with the SKC (his
wife was at work and unable to attend), he
explained that his attorney said that in four
years, he would attend a court hearing in
which he will, in all likelihood, obtain his legal
residency (green card).
Despite all that has happened, he is ever
thankful to live in the United States. “I’m
so glad that I have the opportunity to live
here,” he said. “I would never want to go
back to Guatemala.”
His hope now is to one day be able to
again step into a classroom and share
the lessons he has learned with an eager
audience.
“God is great,” he said. “God is love,
and God is mercy. Our faith in God gives
us hope.”

Father Hickey performs traditional ‘chalking’ of the church entrance
As youthful eyes looked on,
Father Tim S. Hickey, pastor of
St. Anthony’s Church in Leoti,
performed the traditional
Epiphany “chalking” of the
entrance into the church,
Sunday Jan. 6. The blessing
includes writing in chalk the
year, the initials of the names
of the Three Magi (C for
Caspar, M for Melchior and B
for Balthasar) with plus signs
in between them representing
the Cross of Jesus Christ. The
C, M, B also stand for the Latin
words “Christus mansionem
benedicat” or Christ, bless
this house. Each family was
given blessed chalk and the
prayer so they could perform
the Epiphany blessing in their
home. St. Mary’s Church in
Marienthal and St. Joseph
the Worker Church in Tribune
were also “chalked” on the
Solemnity of the Epiphany.

Courtesy photo

The immigrant
story doesn’t end
at the border

A

lberto’s story (left) shows
that the situations affecting
immigrants are not just
happening at the border,” Sister
Angela Erevia, MCDP, told the
Southwest Kansas Catholic, “they
are happening right here.”
Sister Angela, the Director of
Hispanic Ministry for the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City, offers a voice
for the rapidly growing Hispanic
population in the diocese.
She does so to build bridges
of understanding and fellowship
between all people.
In 2010, Sister Angela participated
(as she has in years’ past) as a
volunteer with the U.S. Census
Bureau. Her job was to encourage
people, documented and
undocumented, to register with
the census — to not be afraid.
Why?

“Once the census is
calculated, the city receives
federal funding based on the
population,” Sister said.
“That’s funding for
education, health care,
infrastructure.”
“Therefore,” she stressed,
“immigrants are contributing
to the economy, to the
schools!”
-- Sister Angela Erevia MCDP
“The census information is kept
secret for 72 years,” she explained.
“Once the information is analyzed,
we all become statistics, and that
is what is published for public
record.
“Once the census is calculated,
the city receives federal funding
based on the population,” Sister
said.
“That’s funding for education,
health care, infrastructure.”
“Therefore,” she stressed,
“immigrants are contributing to the
economy, to the schools! Families
are providing teaching jobs by
sending their children to school.
Some of these children are U.S.
citizens.
“Just look at our schools. The Dodge
City high school and middle schools
had to expand to address the growing
student population.. Dodge City is
benefitting from their presence.
“Just as in the case of Alberto,”
Sister Angela concluded, “they
don’t want a hand-out, they just
want to work.”
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Prayer for the year ahead

COMMeNtarY

A holiday form letter

D

ear ______________,
We’re sending out our
Christmas greetings a little
bit late this year. Dave and Charlene
hope that you and _______________
and all the little (including children
and/or pets) __________ had a holy
Christmas and a very happy New Year
celebration. Welcome 2019!
Please know that you, ________
_____________, are in our hearts,
and that we think of you often. How
is/are____________________? We
hope he/she/they is/are well. We
think of him/her/them often.
Health related issues highlighted our
year, some serious, some not, some
weird, some super gross, some totally
uninteresting, all of which are included
in detail below.
To catch you up, my cousin Doug was
finally released from a correctional
facility last January after serving seven
years for performing dental work
without a license. Or any experience
in dentistry. “Ith a travethty!” said one
victim upon his release. “He should
get the firing thquad!” The victim
testified at Doug’s parole hearing, but
her testimony was dismissed when it
was discovered that she was Cheryl,
Doug’s wife.
Speaking of wives, you may
remember that my wife had her big
toe accidentally severed during Father
Ted Stoecklein’s Ash Wednesday
homily. Father Ted felt terrible, but
he couldn’t have known his machete
would veer off during his mid-homily
juggling act.
Well, the toe has grown back! We
always thought that regenerating
digits was something you only find
among reptiles and earth worms.
Turns out, humans share many traits
with reptiles! In fact, our doctor told
us that he slithered as an infant. We
thought that was neat.
By the way, my wife’s toe grew back
in the shape of Alfred Hitchcock, which
the doctor said is more common than
not. Sometimes when I get home from
work, she holds up her foot and says,
“Goot eeeeevening,” which is equal
parts hilarious and disturbing.
In non-health related news, Dave
(due to his rugged good looks and
affinity for bougainvillea’s) briefly
became the newest spokesman for
Boscowitz’s Cattleman Saddle and
Salad. Their motto is, “As you might be
aware, there’s no other place where
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you can enjoy a
delicious salad
while picking
out saddle-wear
or other farmrelated leather
goods as you
enjoy a delicious
salad, more so By Dave Myers
than at Cattleman Editor
Saddle and Salad,
where you can do both together at the
same time.” Moments before his first
official function, Charlene mentioned
to Mr. Boscowitz that his motto was
a tad redundant, and he had us both
ejected from the premises.
Charlene felt bad, so to lighten our
mood, she bought matching Post-it
Note dispensers for our Post-it Note
dispenser collection, which is currently
on loan to the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York. It can be found in
their Post-it Note Dispenser wing and
runs through March 23.
Have you heard that 99 percent of
cattle ranchers are vegetarians? We
haven’t. Please boycott Boscowitz’s
Cattleman Saddle and Salad.
More medical news. At our
Thanksgiving dinner, Dave suffered a
very curious psychological aﬄiction.
During dinner, he suddenly and
inexplicably demanded to be called
“Turtledove the Wonder Boy” from
now on.
We contacted Dave’s best friend,
Dr. Albeck, who is a Professor of Brain
Thinking at Colorado University in
Denver. He told Dave to take a couple
of Tums, and within an hour he was
back to his old self! Dr. Albeck told us
that Dave had experienced Temporary
Altered Personality Disorder brought
on by gas, or TAPDBOBG.
According to Dr. Albeck, there have
been several studies performed, some
having to do with that very subject.
As the new year gets underway, our
prayer for you is that 2019 will be less
weird than 2018. We should all pray
hard for this.
We should pray for all those struggling
with emotional, health, financial, and/
or familial issues.
We must pray that all people on earth
will be afforded the same chances to
experience the peace and good will that
our Loving Lord promises us through His
birth and His incredible sacrifice.
And don’t forget to pray for less
weirdness. Amen.
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Register by Jan
. 15 for
Topeka March
for Life!

You’ve got your
Marching (for Life) orders!
Editor’s Note: Tom Ridder and his wife,
Lisa, Director of Religious Education at St.
Mary Church, Marienthal, will lead the
upcoming March for Life in Washington,
D.C. While the pilgrimage has been filled to
capacity, the Jan. 21-22 march in Topeka
is still open for participants. Both annual
events are described below.
By TOM rIDDer
isa and I have the honor of leading
the Dodge City Diocese March For Life
Pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. Jan.
16-20.
This is the first Diocesan-supported trip to
march at our nation’s capital with all funds
being raised or paid for by those attending
the pilgrimage.
Lisa and I have each attended prior
pilgrimages to Washington, D.C. — in 2015
and 2016 with the Catholic Diocese of
Wichita. In 2018, we attended the March
with a group of pilgrims from the Great Bend
area, led by Jaclyn Brown of Prince of Peace
Parish in Great Bend.
Through these experiences, we saw the
positive impact these trips have not only
upon our youth, but the adult sponsors who
attended.
This positive impact challenged us to
increase the numbers attending from all over
our own diocese.

L

Why do we March?

We march to remember the moms and
dads who have suffered from the pain of
abortion. We march with the vision of a
culture of life, one where every child is
welcomed into life, and protected by law.
We march and pray to raise awareness
of the evils of abortion and the negative
impacts this law has had on our society over
the last 46 years.
Since 1973, more than 60 million babies
have been legally aborted in the United
States alone. The legalization of abortion
has also helped to advance the use of
birth control, incidence of single parents,
increased divorce rates, pornography,
sex traffic and a host of other social evils
that plague our society. How our culture

Inherit the Mirth

defines success and quality of life has a
profound impact on how we value the lives
of the unborn. Medical and technological
advancements continue to reaffirm the
science behind the pro-life cause – that
life begins at fertilization. Life, in its most
vulnerable form should be protected.

March in Washington, D.C.

The Right To Life March in Washington
D.C. is one of the largest peaceful marches
to take place at our nation’s capital on an
annual basis since Roe vs. Wade was passed
on Jan. 22, 1973, with several hundred
thousand people from all over the United
States and several foreign countries in
attendance.
Unique from day one – “Pro-Life is ProScience” is the theme for this year’s March
for Life. Join us (physically or spiritually), in
Washington, D.C. on Jan. 18, or on Jan. 22
in Topeka to speak out, to stand up, to pray,
and to march for life.
While in Washington, D.C., we will pray the
Rosary at Planned Parenthood, tour the St.
John Paul II Shrine, attend the Life is Very Good
Rally, tour Arlington National Cemetery, and
celebrate Mass at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, in
addition to the March itself. We also plan to
take some night tours within walking distance
of our hotel following the March.
Our Washington, D.C. group consists of
pilgrims aged 14 and up. We have a total
of 48 attending: 21 adults and sponsors
(including two priests) and 27 youth ranging
in age from 13-19. A few of these youth have
attended prior pilgrimages to Washington,
D.C. through the Wichita Diocese, but for the
majority, this is their first trip.

March in Topeka

There also will be a pilgrimage to march
at the state capital in Topeka on Jan. 21-22,
which will be led by Gayla Kirmer.
The trip will be different this year than in
years past, as participants from the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City have decided to
depart the night before so that pilgrims can
participate in all of the activities that are
being offered on Jan. 22, which will include
Continued on Page 8

By Cuyler Black
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“Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you, before you were born I dedicated you.”
(Jeremiah 1:5)

The Value of Life
By JD FLyNN

Editor-in-Chief, Catholic News Agency

On Charlie Gard

Editor’s Note: The following story was written in
July, 2017. The Charlie Gard case drew national
attention when the medical team and parents
disagreed about whether experimental treatment
was in the best interests of the child, who was born
with a rare genetic disorder that causes progressive
brain damage and muscle failure.
n the middle of the night, when she was just
six days old, our daughter Pia went into cardiac
arrest. Twice. Pia was in the hospital already,
and so doctors and nurses rushed into the room and
saved her life. Twice. It was terrifying, and we were
powerless. Pia is alive because of the Providence of
God, and the medical care she received.
There are, doubtlessly, some
people who might have asked
if saving Pia’s life was the right
thing to do. Pia has trisomy21, the chromosomal defect
known as Down syndrome.
And the day before her heart
stopped pumping blood, Pia
had been diagnosed with a
rare and untreatable kind
of cancer. We didn’t know
whether it would run
its course, develop into
something worse, or end
her life. We accepted this
prognosis, and we knew
that her diagnosis would
lead to suffering.
There are, I’m sure,
some people who might
have thought that a
disabled girl facing a battle
with cancer would have no
meaningful, worthwhile,
or comfortable life. People
with Down syndrome are
aborted at staggeringly high
rates, in part because of a
false compassion that believes
their sometimes-difficult lives
are not worth living. Three
years ago, some ethicists
began suggesting that
aborting children with Down syndrome is a morally
virtuous—and ethically normative—thing to do.
And the euthanasia of sick and suffering children—
children facing battles like cancer—is also becoming
acceptable in many parts of the world.
I shudder to think it, but there are doubtlessly
people who thought that a sick and disabled little
girl, like our daughter, would have been better off
dying that night. That her suffering wasn’t worth it.
But doctors saved Pia’s life anyway, because
saving lives is what medicine is all about. Pia has
Medicaid: the government paid for her treatment
because supporting families in need is what
government is supposed to be about.
Today she’s four. She has endured a lot of
suffering. But she is also the most joyful person I’ve
ever met. And we, Pia’s parents, don’t see “Down
syndrome” when we look at her. We don’t see
“cancer.” We see our daughter. We see a person,
not a calculation. We can’t help that: we’re her
parents. We would have done anything possible to
make sure she lived through that terrible night.
Charlie Gard’s situation is not the same as Pia’s.
Charlie Gard will almost certainly die, and soon. But
I can imagine what his parents might be feeling right
now. They don’t see Charlie as a media sensation,
the center of an international debate over human
and family rights. They don’t see him as a tragic

I

medical phenomenon. They don’t see him as the
sum of a dispassionate calculation of suffering,
usefulness, and “quality of life.”
Charlie Gard’s parents see their little boy. They see
his mother’s nose, and his father’s eyes. They see a
baby they just love to be with. They see, maybe, a gift
from God. And they’re hoping that someone—some
doctor or scientist– will rush into the room, and save
Charlie’s life. They’re willing to do anything—to go the
ends of the earth—to try to help their little boy.
The treatment Charlie’s parents hoped to try had
very little chance of success. But they wanted to try.
Not to become culture-warriors or advocates for
parental rights. Just to save their little boy.
The court did not support
Charlie’s parents because, in
the words of Charlie Camosy,
they “do not think Charlie’s
life is a benefit to him. They
think it is in his best interest
to die.”
Charlie Gard’s parents are
not allowed to try, because
powerful people think that
the life of a seriously disabled
boy is not worth living.
Pope St. John Paul II
wrote that the culture
of death is “a war of
the powerful against
the weak: a life which
would require greater
acceptance, love and
care is considered
useless, or held to be
an intolerable burden,
and is therefore
rejected in one way
or another. A person who,
because of illness, handicap
or, more simply, just by
existing, compromises the
well-being or life-style of
those who are more favored
tends to be looked upon
as an enemy to be resisted
or eliminated. In this way a
kind of ‘conspiracy against life.’ is unleashed. This
conspiracy involves not only individuals in their
personal, family or group relationships, but goes far
beyond, to the point of damaging and distorting, at
the international level, relations between peoples
and States.”
Charlie Gard is the victim of a “conspiracy against
life.”
Doctors, governments, and courts which can look
at parents like Charlie’s, and judge that they must give
up the fight—that dying is in the best interests of their
suffering little boy—have lost their humanity. They’ve
forgotten, or rejected, that even difficult lives are gifts
worth protecting, supporting, and saving. A case like
Charlie’s reveals the inhumanity, the callousness, and
the dictatorship of the culture of death.
Charlie Gard will likely die soon, and we’ll move
on to some other media sensation. Some other
tragedy will show up in our Facebook and Twitter
feeds. We’ll read think pieces about something
else. But Charlie’s parents won’t move on. They’ll
mourn their son, whom they know in a way that no
one else does, and whom they love in a way that all
of us should understand. And they’ll wonder why, as
their son lay dying, no one rushed in to help them
try to save his life.
Charlie Gard died on July 28, 2017, at age 11
months and 24 days.
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“See, upon the palms of my hands I have
engraved you.” (Isaiah 49:16)

Christ’s Birth and
our potential

T

wo weeks ago, as fathers have done since Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, I held my just-born daughter to my chest,
closed my eyes, and uttered a prayer of thanksgiving to
the God who has blessed me so abundantly. My wife was not
recovering from the ordeal of labor as I held our daughter. She
was standing next to me, holding my hand. Our daughter is
adopted, as is our son.
Our daughter is beautiful. She was born with a shock of black
hair and wonderfully expressive eyes. Her beauty is a lasting
tribute to the couple who conceived her, and who chose life for
her. Our daughter, like our son, was born with trisomy 21 Down
syndrome. Since my daughter’s birth, I’ve thought a lot about the
thousands of children aborted each year because they share the
genetic defect my children have. Statistics tell a sobering story.
Children like mine are being culled from our species. They’re
quietly going extinct.
Most families of people with Down syndrome will tell you
similar stories. Our children develop differently. They see the
world differently. But they have access to same range of human
emotions and experiences that the rest of us enjoy. They’re
capable of experiencing the joy of a life lived fully. People
with Down syndrome, or similar intellectual or developmental
disabilities, have the same potential we all have most importantly,
they have the capacity for union with God.
Cultural ignorance of this fact hit home for me just the other
day. My daughter has some medical complications, and she’s
still living in the hospital. I’ve been staying with her. A few days
ago, I stopped in the hospital’s chapel and, before I knew it, I
was weeping. I was weeping for the children who’ve been on
my mind, the ones who fail genetic tests, and are aborted out
of a misguided sense of compassion by a culture that has lost
its conscience.
A well-meaning hospital chaplain, with whom I’ve struck up
a friendship, sat down beside me and tried to offer me some
comfort. He assumed I was weeping for my own children, so
he reminded me that today people with Down syndrome go to
college, work, and live independently. “Kids like yours,” my new
friend said, “can still lead useful and happy lives.”
I didn’t explain to him why I was upset. But I’ve thought a lot
about his words of comfort. If I had been struggling in the way
that he thought, they wouldn’t have done me much good. We’re
in a sad state of affairs if the best argument we can make about
human potential is that nearly anyone can spend four years
paying for classes.
Christians should have more to offer than the material. Our
hope should be in something greater.
We [just celebrated] Christmas, a holiday and a season
universally celebrated, and almost universally misunderstood.
Christmas should be a scandal. The claim of Christmas is that
because God became a human being, we can become like God.
The scandal of Christmas is the scandal of our own divinization.
Because of Christmas, my children ”all children” have a lot
more to look forward to than university. Because of Christmas,
our hope is that we can share in God’s own life. Because of
Christmas, the greatest human potential is not the potential to
produce or to comprehend, it is the potential of our baptism the
potential to love as God loves.
We don’t talk about divinization very often. But if we want to
talk seriously about human dignity ”the dignity of the disabled, the
unborn, or the elderly” we need to stop talking about the material.
We don’t all experience the same kind of material well-being,
and we can’t all lead “useful” lives. But we can all live God’s inner
life we can share in his love, in his goodness, and his redemptive
sacrifice on the cross. Because we share in God’s life, because of
Christmas, even our suffering has meaning.
If children like mine survive the twenty-first century, it will
be through the work of Christians. The same thing is true of
the elderly and the disabled. If we’re going to stop the quiet
eradication of the socially and economically “useless,” we need
compelling arguments for their existence. The potential to love
with God’s own love ”the potential of Christmas” seems like a
very good place to start.
Editor’s Note: The preceding story was written in 2012.
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Sister Veronice saw ‘with the eyes of Faith and Light’
By Dave Myers
“You are the sons and
Southwest Kansas Catholic
daughters of the King; you
n Nov. 30, Frank Sumaya’s heart
stopped four times.
need to see with the eyes
The Cathedral Our Lady of
of faith and light. If you live
Guadalupe parishioner had received
faith and light, you will have
a heart catheterization and was in
recovery. His wife Virginia sat nearby,
faith and light, the light of
praying as the medical staff rushed into
Jesus Christ the King.”
the room.
“The staff came to my aid yelling at
— Bishop Emeritus Ronald M.
me to wake up,” Frank said. “As far as I
knew, I had just been napping, because I
Gilmore, to participants at a 2011
was so tired from being there since 6:30
Faith and Light gathering
a.m. But apparently the EKG monitor said In the file photos above, Sister Veronice Born, left, praises God through song and sign with
otherwise. I felt nothing, saw nothing, participants of the Faith and Light community in Dodge City.
Photos by Dave Myers “She always liked you best.”
nor heard nothing. It was just a peaceful
Life after near-death, his humor is
sleep.”
solidly intact.
“We had just lost Randy [Zerr] three
“Not long before she died, she told
weeks before due to heart problems,”
me, ‘Don’t ever give up Faith and Light,’”
Virginia said. “I prayed for Randy’s
Virginia said of Sister Veronice. For some
intercession.”
time now, Virginia has been trying to find
Four different times her husband’s heart
another person ready to give their all to this
stopped—once for 30 seconds—and four
special community—just one day a month,
different times it started back up again,
eight months out of the year.
something Virginia attributes, in part, to
Sister Veronice’s plea to Virginia came in
a beloved Sister whose life on earth was
the knowledge that a good host is difficult
ending at nearly the same moment.
to find.
Virginia, with the assistance of Frank,
Just as happened all those years ago when
have been the hosts of the Cathedral
Sister Veronice attended the meetings
Our Lady of Guadalupe Faith and Light
(she had long since been residing at the
community, of which Randy Zerr had long
motherhouse in Wichita), smiles, laughter,
been a part, for more than a decade. The
songs and praise filled the Holy Family
monthly gatherings offer developmentally
Social Hall at the cathedral Dec. 15. After
and intellectually disabled individuals,
sharing their memories, Virginia had a
their family and friends, a few hours
reenactment of the Nativity using a small
of faith, fun and friendship in a nonVirginia Sumaya, far right, serves food at the most recent Faith and Light gathering, creche.
threatening atmosphere.
“And suddenly there was with the Angel
which she leads with the assistance of her husband, Frank. The group remembered
The communities in Wichita and Dodge
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
fondly Sister Veronice Born, who founded the Cathedral Faith and Light Community.
City [there are Faith and Light communities
God and saying, Glory to God in the highest
across the world] were started by Sister
heaven.
Virginia told the SKC. “They were really heaven, and on earth peace among those
Veronice Born, a forever smiling, soul“I wonder if in those moments, Sister happy that she started Faith and Light. whom he favors!” Virginia read from the
uplifting Most Precious Blood Sister who Veronice wasn’t praying for Frank as well,” If not for her, they wouldn’t be there, Book of Luke.
delighted in the happiness of others.
Concluding the gathering was a pot-luck
Virginia said.
enjoying each other.
At the precise moment that Frank
At a recent gathering of the Faith and
“Frank, do you have memories of Sister with homemade Mexican food and many
S u m a y a w a s s t r u g g l i n g f o r l i f e , Light community, members shared some Veronice?” Virginia asked her husband.
desserts, celebrated with smiles and delight
Sister Veronice’s life on earth was memories of Sister Veronice.
In the typical dry wit for which he is thanks in large part to a beloved Sister who
ending, giving way to her rebirth into
“People talked about how nice she was,” known, Frank answered without pause, saw fit to serve God’s special people.

O

Performance promotions affect Knights Insurance Agency
Special to the Catholic
“Moving to Western Kansas
he Knights of Columbus Insurance
Agency of western Kansas was the best thing I could have
recently reported the transfer done for my family. Raising my
of George Spinelli, general agent, to children in a small town with
Missouri, and the promotion of Darin
Reed, formerly a field agent, to general small town values has benefited
agent.
them tremendously as they
Spinelli, general agent in western begin to work and raise their
Kansas since 1995, is now responsible
-- George Spinelli
for two offices in Missouri, one in own families.”
Camdenton and the other in Washington.
thing I could have done for my family,”
Reed is the new General Agent in the stated Spinelli. “Raising my children in a
Ellis office. He has lived in Ellis since the small town with small town values has
beginning of his career with the Knights of benefited them tremendously as they begin
Columbus in November 2005. The agency to work and raise their own families.
Darin is taking over not only covers western
“Working with the Knights of Columbus
Kansas, but will be expanded to include the Kansas State Family has been a pleasure
Salina and Manhattan areas.
and the relationship between the Western
Spinelli will serve about 125 councils Kansas Agency and the Kansas State
and parishes with 21 agents, with 20,000 Council is used as an example to other
members and their families. He began his states around the country. The people of
career in Fort Lauderdale, Florida in 1992 Western Kansas have always welcomed me
where he served as a field agent for three and the Knights of Columbus agents with
and a half years. He moved to Ellis in 1995 open arms. The relationships I developed
serving the Western Kansas agency until through my work with the Knights of
2018.
Columbus and the friends that I have made
“Moving to Western Kansas was the best will always be with me.

T

Darin Reed
George Spinelli
“In my tenure as a General Agent we
were able to bring life insurance coverage
on members and their families to more
than $4 billion dollars, ranking Kansas as
one the best insured states in the Order.
“Darin Reed will be assuming my position
in Western Kansas. There is no one
that I would rather have to assume the
responsibility of caring for our members
of Western Kansas. He is an outstanding
young man who will continue to serve the
members with the same compassion as I
have always had.”
“It was a difficult decision to leave
Kansas behind, but in the end, this was
the best thing for me and my family. We
are closer to our children and our seven

grandchildren. Working in Missouri will
bring new challenges as I will serve a much
larger agency with double the members.
I look forward to this new challenge and
am excited about the opportunity.
“I brought Darin into the business in
2005,” Spinelli added. “He has been one
of our leading agents since then. Darin is
very knowledgeable about the business
and has been a tremendous fraternalist.
He has always put his members and their
needs first, regardless of the sacrifices
he has had to make. I have seen him grow
from a young man straight out of college,
married, with a baby on the way, into an
outstanding Catholic, husband, and father.
Darin worked out of my office in Ellis every
day for the last 13 years. He has also helped
me in the agency, working as a mentor to
many of our successful agents, as well as
mentoring agents around the country for
the Order.
“He has qualified for the prestigious
Million Dollar Round table 10 times, which
makes him a lifetime member. There are not
too many agents who have accomplished
that in just 13 years in the business.”
Continued on Page 16
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Celebrating the Christ child

Parishes across the diocese were
asked to submit a photo to the
Southwest Kansas Catholic from
their Christmas events. As we share
in their celebrations, we ask God to
bless each day of this new year with
the hope and joy that came with the
birth of the Christ Child.

“Look at Your hands, they’re still so small
Someday You’re going
To stretch them out and save us all.”
-- Mary to her baby Jesus in the hymn, “You’re Here” by
Francesca Battistelli. See the Bishop’s column on Page 1

Photos above and below courtesy of Mary Sandoval

ULYSSES (above) -- Mary Queen of Peace Parish displays its
nativity creche during the Christmas season. Below, parishioners
at Mary Queen of Peace celebrated the Holy Mother through
the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dec. 12.

Photo courtesy of Michelle Mead

GARDEN CITY (above): Children from St. Mary School take part in a Christmas presentation.

Photo courtesy Linda Moeder

HOISINGTON (above) -- The children’s choir sings at Christmas Mass at St. John the Evangelist
Parish, with organist Janet Koester. At left is Father Anselm Eke.

Photos courtesy of Ruth Baalmann

LACROSSE (above and right) -- St. Michael PSR students and teachers presented “The Christmas Story” Dec. 19, in their parish center. Special songs for the program
were provided by George Strait, Garth Brooks, Elvis Presley, Josh Groban and many other artists. Forty-nine of the 52 students took part in bringing this more than 2,000
year old story to life. Father Eric Gyamfi gave an opening prayer and Santa even stopped by to pay homage to the Baby Jesus. The parish Social Commission provided
homemade cookies and the Knights served hot chocolate and helped Santa hand out treats for the kids. It was an evening enjoyed by all who attended.
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LIFE ISSUES FORUM

U.S. bishops urge participation
in ‘9 Days for Life’ novena
“9 Days for Life” is a multi-faceted novena for the respect and protection of every
human life. Each day, a different intention is accompanied by a short reflection,
suggested actions, and related information.
WASHINGTON, D.C.—On Jan. 14,
thousands of Catholics across the country
will join in prayer for “9 Days for Life.”
The prayer campaign, sponsored by the
Committee on Pro Life Activities of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, leads up to the annual Day of
Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children. The novena and day of prayer
are a time of recollection and reparation
in observation of the anniversary of Roe
v. Wade—the Supreme Court decision
that made abortion legal throughout the
United States.
The overarching intention of the novena
is that all human life will be respected.
Each day of the “9 Days for Life” novena
highlights a related topic and provides a
reflection, educational information, and
suggested daily actions.
Participants can subscribe to receive the
daily prayers at www.9daysforlife.com.
WHO: Since 2013, more than 100,000
Catholics have joined together to pray

this annual novena for the respect of
human life sponsored by the Committee
on Pro-Life Activities of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Through
prayer and sacrifice, we can help build a
culture of life.
WHEN: 9 Days for Life will run Monday,
January 14 – Tuesday, January 22, 2019.
WHAT: 9daysforlife.com is the dedicated
website for joining the novena and for
accessing resources. Participants can
receive the novena by downloading the
free 9 Days for Life app, or by subscribing
to daily emails or text messages. (A
printable version is also available online.)
Those who join the campaign are invited to
pray a multi-faceted novena that includes
a new intention, brief reflection, related
information, and suggested actions for
each day.
WHERE: For additional information and
updates on ways to get involved, visit
9daysforlife.com and follow us on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram.
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By MICAIAH BILGER
ore human beings died in
abortions than any other cause
of death in 2018, a new report
indicates.
A heartbreaking reminder about
the prevalence of abortion, statistics
compiled by Worldometers indicate that
there were nearly 42 million abortions
world-wide in 2018. The independent
site collects data from governments
and other reputable organizations
and then reports the data, along with
estimates and projections, based on
those numbers.
As of December 31, 2018, there
have been some 41.9 million abortions
performed in the course of the year,
Worldometers revealed. By contrast, 8.2
million people died from cancer in 2018,
5 million from smoking, and 1.7 million
died of HIV/AIDS.
It also records the total number of
abortions in the world, based on the
latest statistics on abortions published by
the World Health Organization (WHO).
Globally, just under a quarter of all
pregnancies (23 percent) were ended by
abortion in 2018, and for every 33 live
births, ten infants were aborted.
Worldometers estimates about 59
million deaths world-wide in 2018, but
that number does not include unborn
babies’ abortion deaths. Unborn babies
are not recognized as human beings
even though biology indicates that they

M

Marching orders
the Ignite event at the Topeka Performing
Arts Center, followed by the Mass with the
Kansas Bishops.
After celebrating the Mass, the pilgrims
will gather for the march to the capitol and
the rally at the capitol steps.
After lunch, the group can participate in
workshops and tours of the Capitol.
At approximately 4 p.m., the group will
board the bus for the return trip home,

are unique, living human beings from
the moment of conception and they die
brutal, violent deaths in abortions.
The abortion number is
incomprehensible, but each of those
42 million abortions represents a living
human being whose life was violently
destroyed in their mother’s womb. Each
unborn baby already had their own unique
DNA, making them distinct from their
mother. That DNA indicated if the child
was a boy or girl, their eye and hair color,
their height, possible genetic disorders
and other disabilities, and much more. In
most cases, the unborn babies’ hearts are
beating when they are aborted, too.
In America, just less than 1 million
babies are aborted every year. Though
abortion rates have been dropping in
the past decade, abortion remains the
leading cause of death in the United
States as well.
An estimated 60 million unborn babies
have been killed in abortions in the U.S.
since Roe v. Wade in 1973. In January,
pro-life advocates will gather for the
annual March for Life in Washington,
D.C. to remember the anniversary of that
infamous decision and call for restored
protections for the unborn.
Worldometer presents live world
statistics on population, government
and economics, society and media,
environment, food, water, energy and
health.

From Page 4
which will include an evening meal in
Salina.
According to Kirmer, there are still
many seats available on this trip, but they
are filling up fast. This is always a good
opportunity for educational and spiritual
growth for the youth, with time for prayer,
educational videos and a chance to see
how many youth from all over Kansas come
together to take a stand for life.

2019 March for Life in Topeka
Registration due Jan. 14!

Your are invited to attend the March for Life in Topeka, Jan. 21-22. See below for
more information, including who to contact to reserve your space.

January 21-22, 2019 — Topeka

1-800-432-8249
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Abortion was the leading
cause of death in 2018,
killing 42 million worldwide

On the 46th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
www.edwardjones.com
Member
SIPC SIPC
www.edwardjones.com
Member
www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Pro-Life Pilgrimage with Holy Mass,
Other Prayer, Public Witness
For more information and to register, contact Gayla Kirmer,
(620) 227-1525, or email gkirmer@dcdiocese.org. You can also visit
www.dcdiocese.org. Scroll down to the March for Life graphic.
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The Clergy Abuse Crisis: Didn’t We Fix This?

(Part II)

A look at the progress the Church has made — and where we go from here
Editor’s Note: Bishop John Brungardt has asked that
the SKC continue to bring articles and commentary
about the ongoing priestly abuse crisis to the fore in the
ultimate hope that never again is a child or an adult a
victim of abuse, and that those who have been abused
can seek healing in the Loving Lord.
The following is Part II of a three-part series.

For priests today, the situation feels even worse than
2002. With the prospect of other states’ attorneys
general convening grand juries to investigate clergy
abuse, plus the likelihood of more lawsuits, including
“look back” legislation that opens up windows for civil
suits no matter how old, we can only expect further
decades of pain and shame. In 2002, we hoped that
the Dallas Charter would put an end to it. Now it seems
clear that, as the newly appointed bishop noted, no
matter what we do, we are on a long, ugly road.

Pope Benedict XVI said that the Church
of tomorrow will be smaller as a result of
secularization. It already is in many parts
of the world, now including our own. But
those in the pews will be strong and battlehardened. I am impressed by the young
people I see in our university Newman
Centers and in our other ministries. Their
fervent faith is inspiring.
Similarly, I am encouraged by the
seminarians of today. They, too, are strong
in faith, talented and full of energy to serve.
They are determined not to make the
mistakes that we made, and that is a good
thing. Their eyes are wide open to the reality
of the Church today. There are not as many
as in the post-World War II era, but this
influx was likely an anomaly. In reality, there
will be more than a few young priests in this
country, and they will be a powerful force
for the Church of tomorrow.
But the priests of today are being hard
hit. They are sandwiched between an angry
laity and beleaguered bishops. By and large,
they want to be supportive of their bishops,
but they also live among the laity and want
to minister to them. The bishops need the
priests’ support. So do the laity. Perhaps
the priests and pastors of today will be the
glue that helps hold the Church together. Is
this part of the call for what it means to be a
priest today?

During an Oct. 13 meeting with seminarians from
Italy, Pope Francis told the group that if they see or
suspect abuse by a priest or bishop, they must report it
immediately. “On this point, speak clearly,” he said. “If
you see something like [abuse], [go] immediately to the
bishop.”
The upshot certainly will include a falling away of
some American Catholics, especially those currently on
the fence. Their alienation cries out for our persistent
solicitude for them. Others will stop supporting the
bishops, including financially. This already has happened
in some places, with chanceries receiving strong letters
from laity withdrawing their financial support.
It does appear, by and large, that the core of the
faithful will stand firm. Everyone — laity and clergy —
will demand change. The laity will want a greater voice.
This is a good idea. While they will be more skeptical of
bishops, most will not step out of the barque of Peter.
We have been through the trauma of 2002 and are a bit
battle-hardened already.
Sadly, this latest crisis likely will affect the young,
who already are leaving the Church in significant
numbers. The increasing secularization will be further
accelerated by the crisis. The impressionable young will
find themselves even more alienated from organized
religion.

In the wake of this new trauma, we priests
have a variety of emotions, all coexisting
in an internal jumble. Parish priests are on
the front lines and are directly taking in
the anger of the people week after week.
For them, this can feel devastating. They
themselves are angry, alternatively, at
the bishops, the media, the Vatican, the
child molesters and/or the offices of the
attorneys general. Some have told me they
feel betrayed — strong language. Just about
every priest feels shamed in some way.
We are bracing ourselves for another
round of people assuming there is something
wrong with us just because we are priests.
We thought we were done with this in 2002.
Others are just plain tired: “Are we going
to go through this again?” A few priests are
gritting their teeth and doubling down on their
commitment to the ministry; they will not be
cowed by the onslaught!
A common feeling among priests is the
desire to hide, and they do so in many
different ways. One way of hiding is not
wearing clerical garb or doing your best
not to be identified as a priest. One priest

By Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti
Msgr. Rossetti is an author, educator, licensed
psychologist and expert on psychological and spiritual
wellness issues for Catholic priests.
t is important that the pope and the Vatican
dicasteries address the accountability and
disciplining of bishops. Pope Francis began to
address this issue in his 2016 apostolic letter “Like a
Loving Mother.” Obviously, more is needed. The Dallas
Charter was not intended, nor can it address, this
issue. Other vehicles, with the authority of the Holy
See behind them, are needed. To ensure long-lasting
change, there must be transparent accountability.
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Accelerating Secularization

‘Speak Clearly’

Paranoia vs. Prudence

A Chinese teens conversion story
Christianity. It is shocking and we are
believing it,” Yuan said with a smile.
A Chinese religious sister from Hebei,
China, also participated in the synod as
an auditor.
Sister Teresina Cheng said that it is
difficult for young people in China to
“maintain a solid faith” because Catholic
Christians are such a small percentage of
the Chinese population.
“In universities, young Catholics are
afraid of revealing themselves as such,
for fear of being considered ‘strange’ or a
minority,” Sister Cheng told AsiaNews.
Because of this, Sister Cheng fears that

It is important
to balance
such paranoia
with the
facts: False
accusations
are still rare.
Priests should
try to relax
and simply
be prudent in
our ministry,
follow the
child-safe
guidelines of
the diocese
and maintain
proper
boundaries.
But to avoid
children
altogether
is an
overreaction
and would be
a tragedy for
them and for
the future of
the Church.
And we
should wear
our clerics in
public! The
people need
to see their
priests today
more than
ever.

told me that, as a result of the crisis, he
would be meeting me for dinner but not
wearing his clerics in public. And just about
everyone feels paranoid about being close
to a child. If priests were cautious before
about being with children, many now are
practically phobic. One priest said he was in
the sacristy before Mass and a child walked
in, and he had a panic attack.
Bishop Robert C. Morlino of Madison,
Wis., center, knelt in prayer during Mass
on Sept. 14 with Father Scott Emerson, left,
and Msgr. James Bartylla, vicar general for
the diocese. The Mass was part of a day of
reparation for sins of sexual abuse by clergy.
It is important to balance such paranoia
with the facts: False accusations are still
rare. Priests should try to relax and simply
be prudent in our ministry, follow the childsafe guidelines of the diocese and maintain
proper boundaries. But to avoid children
altogether is an overreaction and would be
a tragedy for them and for the future of the
Church. And we should wear our clerics in
public! The people need to see their priests
today more than ever.

Our Contribution to the Crisis

One dangerous development is the
increasingly mentioned distinction between
“good priests” and “bad priests.” Some
have looked at me and said, “Thank God
you are a good priest.” These exclamations,
while well-intentioned, should make us all
feel uncomfortable. Where in the Gospel
does it make such distinctions? I thought
we were all sinners. I am reminded of the
response of Jesus when someone called
him good: “Why do you call me good? No
one is good but God alone” (Mk 10:18).
We may find ourselves tempted to
lapse into self-pity. But I am reminded of
my many years of ministering to priests
in difficulty. More than a few fell into
moments of self-pity and then justified
subsequent bad behavior. Pity parties are
dangerous. Or, when reflecting on all the
shame and pain of today, a little voice can
whisper in our ears, “You don’t deserve
this.” I can imagine the cross with Jesus
hanging on it, and under it the caption
reading, “I didn’t deserve this.”
The prayer of the Pharisee should haunt
us: “O God, I thank you that I am not like
the rest of humanity — greedy, dishonest,
adulterous — or even like this tax collector”
(Lk 18:11). It was an ugly prayer full of pride
and self-deceit. The spirit of the Pharisee is
behind so much of the public rhetoric today.
To be CONCLUDED in the next issue

Continued from Page 1

faith in China is “in danger of fading.”
“Certainly there are also young people
interested in the Christian life, who on their
own initiative come to ask to know the
Church better, attend the catechumenate
and activities in the parishes,” she added.
Yuan, a Chinese student full of such
initiative, is currently pursuing a PhD in
theology at Notre Dame University.
Her love of theology was born by reading
spiritual writings through which she
entered into “the living tradition of the
Church.” Yuan found the “heroic battle of
charity and self-sacrifice” in St. Therese of
Lisieux’s autobiography to be a particular

inspiration.
“Another thing I learned from St. Therese
is the importance of praying for priests. I
am blessed to have encountered some very
holy priests in my life, who correct my faults
and guide me through spiritual desolation,
and always keep me in their prayers,” Yuan
said at the youth synod event.
“Since it is hard to overstate how much
a priest can do for a soul, I believe that all
faithful should try their best to support
their priests,” she continued.
“I saw the Church as a home from the
very beginning and I am thankful for all
of the grace I have received through her,”

Yuan said.
“My life in the Church has also changed
my relationships with people. I learned
that all people are created by God in His
image and therefore deserve my love,”
Yuan said.
“I have to admit that sometimes I find it
difficult to love some people, like to find
Christ in them,” she continued.
“However, God puts His own love in me
and that love drives me to approach those
people, and actually I end up being friends
with many of them.” Yuan said. “It is really a
transcendent experience to be driven by love
that goes beyond your understanding.”
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Inundar el mundo de

Por rev. JOHN B.
BrUNGarDT,
Obispo de la
Diócesis Católica
de Dodge City

Mira tus manos,
todavía son tan
pequeñas
Algún día vas a ir
Para extenderlas
y salvarnos a
todos

A
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alegría

l terminar hoy nuestro tiempo de Navidad
con la fiesta del Bautismo del Señor,
reflexionamos sobre el extraordinario
don del Niño Jesús, nuestro Salvador. En las
misas de la solemnidad de Santa María, Madre
de Dios, usé uno de mis himnos favoritos como
parte de la homilía: “You’re Here” (Tú estás aquí),
de la cantante y compositora cristiana Francesca
Battistelli. Este conmovedor himno es desde la
perspectiva de María, acunando a su Hijo Recién
Nacido. El primer verso:
Espera un momento, tengo
que respirar hondo.
No sé qué decir cuando te
miro a los ojos.
Hiciste el mundo antes de
que yo naciera,
Y aquí te tengo en mis
brazos esta noche.
Noel, Noel, Jesús nuestro Emmanuel.

Los dos primeros versos, me imagino que todas
las madres lo piensan y sienten. El tercer verso es
el asombroso don de la Encarnación, “Dios se hizo
hombre”. El segundo verso termina con:

Mira tus manos, todavía
son tan pequeñas
Algún día vas a ir
Para extenderlas y
salvarnos a todos

Sí, la salvación. Jesús no es sólo un niño lindo
descansando en un pesebre, es el Hijo de Dios,
que murió en la cruz por ti, por mí. Resucitó de
entre los muertos para abrir las puertas del cielo.
El tercer verso termina con:
Pero dejarás tu Espíritu
E inundarás el mundo de alegría
¡Alegría para el mundo! En medio del dolor,
sufrimiento y violencia en este mundo, podemos
tener un gozo interior, sabiendo que Jesús está
con nosotros. Volvamos mañana al Tiempo
Ordinario como un tiempo extraordinario , como
dice el Padre a Jesús: “Tú eres mi Hijo Amado;
en ti me complazco” (Lucas 3,22). Inundemos
el mundo con la alegría que recibimos de Jesús,
¡que nos ama tanto!

+ Msgr. John, Obispo

Conoce el origen de los pesebres y villancicos de Navidad

L

os villancicos y pesebres son
costumbres que contribuyen
a crear ambientes festivos
en las familias, calles y ciudades y
profundizar en el verdadero sentido
de la Navidad.
A continuación, conozca cuándo
y para qué fueron creadas estas
tradiciones que permanecen a través
de los años.

OrIGeN De LOs vILLaNCICOs

Los villancicos se remontan al siglo
V y fueron creados con el objetivo de
llevar la Buena Nueva a los aldeanos y
campesinos que no sabían leer.
Primero fueron llamados ‘villanus’
palabra derivada de ‘aldeano’,
nombre que con el tiempo cambió a
‘villancicos’.
Estos cantos populares hablaban
sobre el misterio de la Encarnación con
inspiración en la teología y liturgia de
Navidad y se caracterizan por el tono
sensible e ingenuo de sus letras y de
sus melodías que hacen referencia a
los sentimientos de la Virgen y de los
pastores ante la decisión de Dios de

hacerse hombre.
Cantar villancicos es un modo de
demostrar la alegría y gratitud a Jesús.
Escucharlos ayuda a la preparación
del corazón para el acontecimiento
de la Navidad.

OrIGeN De LOs PeseBres

Tiempo después, en el siglo XIII,
San Francisco de Asís y sus discípulos
propagaron la práctica de los “belenes”
en templos y casas.
De esta forma, para la Navidad de
1223 el santo realizó una representación
viviente del Nacimiento de Jesús. Para
ello preparó un establo e invitó a
las personas del pueblo a hacer una
representación real con pesebre y
animales de verdad.
A esta actividad le llamó ‘crèche’, que
significa ‘cuna’ en francés, y fue vista
por hombres, mujeres y niños que se
acercaron a ver la bellísima obra con
sus antorchas encendidas. La idea gustó
muchísimo y se empezaron a hacer
representaciones en toda Italia.
En los siglos XIV y XV, en Nápoles,
se hicieron las primeras figuras que

Villancicos en Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile Comunicaciones Arzobispado de Santiago
representaban el nacimiento del Niño Dios.
Posteriormente, con la llegada a América de
los primeros misioneros, estas tradiciones se
extendieron más.
Los pesebres vivientes o materiales invitan
a reflexionar sobre la pobreza de la Sagrada
Familia que nos llama a imitarle en auténtica

sencillez evangélica, renunciando a los apegos
materiales.
En las casas cristianas se sigue escogiendo un
rincón especial para ubicar el pesebre dejando
un espacio entre José y María para poner al
Niño Dios el 25 de diciembre, generalmente a
las 00:00 horas.

Protegiendo a los Niños de Dios
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios
que trabajan con menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños de Dios. Estas sesiones de
conscientización están disponibles en ambos inglés y español.
Son conducidos por gente de nuestra Diócesis especialmente
entrenadas como facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en
las parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Catholic
y la página electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.
The next awareness session will be presented in english:
Spearville
Sunday, January 20th, 2019
From: 3:00 – 6:00 PM
St. John the Baptist Church
100 S Main St
Spearville, 67876
Contact Person: Judy Gleason 620-385-2881
Facilitator: Sharon Stuart 620-225-5164

Reportando Abuso
Si usted sospecha abuso o descuido de un menor en Kansas
y el menor esta en un peligro inmediato hable al 911 o al
departamento de policía local. Si usted tiene alguna sospecha
de que un menor esta siendo abusado o descuidado haga un
reporte confidencial al Departamento de Kansas Centro de
Reportes Para Protección de Niños y Familias, 800-922-5330.
Si usted Sospecha abuso por parte de personal d la Iglesia,
aparte de hacer un reporte a esas autoridades civiles, por favor
comuníquese con el Señor Charles Befort, crbefort@cox.net,
620-285-3219. Si usted o alguien que conoce pudo haber sido
abusado/a por parte de personal de la Iglesia, comuníquese
con el Señor Befort. Puede hacer un reporte a la Diócesis en
nuestro sitio web.
El formulario para hacer su reporte lo puede encontrar en
la siguiente dirección:
www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.

PASOS PARA CREAR UN
AMBIENTE SEGURO
1. Conozca la señales de advertencia
2. Controle el acceso
3. Vigile todos los ministerios y
programas
4. Esté al tanto del comportamiento
de los niños y jóvenes
5. Comunique sus preocupaciones

“Dejen que los niños vengan a
mí, y no se lo impidan, porque el
reino de Dios es de quienes son
como ellos.”
-- Mateo 19:14
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La migra (ICE) detiene a un hombre de Dodge City
por tres días en un caso de identidad equivocada
Aún, el padre de tres está agradecido por la
oportunidad de vivir en los Estados Unidos
Por Dave Myers
Southwest Kansas Catholic
Nota del Editor: Documentación
de Alberto está en proceso y no tiene
miedo de deportación. Mientras
Alberto permitió al SKC usar su nombre
de pila y apellido, debido a que tiene
corte de inmigración pendiente y
cualquier acción posible acerca de
su alegado arresto falso, el SKC ha
decidido usar solamente su nombre de
pila.

E

ra una mañana de diciembre. Un
cielo azul profundo hizo el frío
picante un poco más tolerable.
Como hacía cada mañana, un residente
de Dodge City señaló adios a sus tres
niños pequeños mientras abordaban el
autobus a la escuela.
Mientras el autobus se fue fuera de
la vista, dos individuos, un hombre
y una mujer, ambos con las letras
—ICE — grabadas en sus chaquetas,
se acercaron al hombre. Brevemente
lo cuestionaron. El suplicaba con los
agentes de la migra (Immigration and
Customs Enforcement Agents). El no
había cometido ningún delito. El no
tenía antecedentes penales.
El no era el hombre que buscaban.
Solo si lo hubieran acompañado a su
casa donde el tenía su pasaporte para
probarlo.
“Los agentes de ICE no hablaban
español,” el hombre dijo a Southwest
Kansas Catholic, y Alberto, el hombre
que cuestionaban aquella mañana,
hablaba muy poco inglés. No le
permitieron ir a su casa, él dijo. Le
quitaron su celular. Sin poder informar
a su esposa, el padre de tres se
encontró rumbo a Chase County,
noroeste de Wichita, en esa mañana
fría de diciembre, su futuro inmediato
un misterio espantoso.
La documentación de Alberto está
en proceso. Hace un año que hasta
aquella mañana de diciembre, él no
tenía miedo de deportación.
Alberto nació en Guatemala, el hijo
de agricultores. Su familia tenía una
milpa en la cual Alberto, sus hermanos
y sus padres, cultivaban maíz.
“Eramos pobres,” Alberto dijo por
medio de un intérprete, la Hermana
Angela Erevia, MCDP. A su lado estaban
sentados su tres niños, edades 9, 5 y
3. El mayor, un hombrecito, estaba
sentado en silencio mientras su
hermanita, la hija del medio jugaba
con su celular. El niño más pequeño
competía por la atención de su papá
(cuando no trataba de quitar el celular
a su hermanita).
“No podíamos darnos el lujo ropa,
por eso nuestra mamá compraba
sábanas y las cortaba para que nos
cubriéramos,” Alberto dijo. “Cada
mañana trabajábamos un hora en la
milpa antes de ir a la escuela.
“Después de la escuela trabajámos

hasta que se metía el
sol. Luego jugábamos
[soccer] usando una
bola que hacíamos de
costales,” dijo, con una
sonrisa en la memoria.
A pesar de sus
dificultades, Alberto
Finalmente se graduó
de la secundaria y siguió
sus estudios hasta
obtener su bachillerato
en “Educación Primaria
en entorno Bicultural.”
Fue mientras enseñaba
español y su idioma
natal quiche en
Guatemala que
conocido a la mujer de
sus sueños. Pronto se
casaron.
El peso del mundo disminuye y
aumenta cuando uno agrega el amor
a la mezcla: el corazón de una persona
se hace más liviano por el amor, aún
amar a otra persona multiplica las
inquietudes de salud y seguridad.
El conflicto politico, la economía
deprimida, y lo peor de todo, las
pandillas violentas, lo obligaron (como
a muchos otros) a hacer la decisión
difícil de comenzar una vida nueva en
los Estados Unidos.
Esto hace 12 años. En esos 12 años,
Alberto y su esposas han creado una
familia en Kansas — dos niños y una
niña — la pareja tienen trabajo, sus
niños y niña felizmente asisten a la
escuela y han pagado por una casa.
Apenas tiene 33 años y está realizando
su verdadero sueño americano.
Mientras Alberto estaba acostado
en una losa de cemento (su cama) bajo
una manta delgada en la Carcel de
Condado Chase hace un año, pensó en
su vida en los Estados Unidos.
“Es muy activo en su Iglesia,” ofreció
la Hermana Angela mientras escuchaba
a Alberto contar su historia. “Es un
lector en la Misa, y de 3-6 p.m. cada
domingo, atiende la reunion con los
guatemaltecos de la comunidad para
la oración, reflexión, Rosario, cantos y
convivio.”
Al llegar a la Cárcel del Condado
Chase, Alberto recibió su celular; llamó
a su esposa, que lloró de tristeza y
alivio después de tener noticia de su
esposo desaparecido.
Por tres días Alberto fue detenido
en la cárcel, una victima de identidad
equivocada. Era alguien más a quién
buscaban, posiblemente al dueño
anterior de la casa donde Alberto vive,
dijo la Hermana Angela.
“Me sentí muy triste,” dijo Alberto.
“No me escuchaban. Solo hablaban
inglés. Tengo un pasado limpio,”
agregó Alberto.
Cuando finalmente se reveló la
verdad, que en efecto él no era la
persona que buscaban, sin ceremonias

La historia de
inmigración no
termina en la
frontera

L

lo dejaron ir.
“Me dijeron que cuando mi familia
pague mi fianza, me puedo ir.” Su
esposa se apresuró al este con un
amigo, pagó $1,500.00 y recuperó a su
esposo cansado.
Con sus tres niños sentados quietos
a su lado durante la intrevista con
el SKC (su esposa estaba trabajando
y no pudo estar para la entrevista),
Alberto explicó que su abogado dijo
que en cuatro años tiene corte cuando
es posible que obtenga su residencia
legal.
A pesar de todo que ha pasado, él
está siempre agradecido de vivir en
los Estados Unidos. “Me siento muy
feliz tener la oportunidad de vivir
aquí,” dijo. “Nunca quisiera regresar a
Guatemala.”
Su esperanza ahora es un día de
nuevo entrar a una sala de clase y
compartir lecciones que ha aprendido
con una audiencia ansiosa.
“Dios es grande,” dijo. “Dios es amor
y Dios es misericordia. Nuestra fe en
Dios me da esperanza.”

“Dios es
grande,” dijo.
“Dios es amor
y Dios es
misericordia.
Nuestra fe en
Dios me da
esperanza.”

a historia de Alberto
muestra situaciones
que afecta a
inmigrantes no sólo están
pasado en la frontera,” la
Hermana Angela Erevia
dijo al Southwest Kansas
Catholic, “están pasando
aquí.”
La Hermana Angela
Erevia, MCDP, la directora
del Ministerio Hispano
de la Diócesis Católica de
Dodge City, ofrece una
voz para una población
hispana rápidamente
creciente en la diócesis.
Ella lo hace
construyendo puentes de
entendimiento y convio entre y con toda la
gente.
En 2010, la Hermana Angela participó
(como lo ha hecho en años pasados)
como voluntaria con el Departamento
del Censo de los Estados Unidos. Su tarea
es animar a la gente, documentados e
indocumentados, a registrarse con el censo
- que no tengan miedo.
¿Por qué?
“La información del censo se guarda

“La información del censo se
guarda secreto por 72 años,”
explicó. “Ya que la información es
analizada, todos nos convertimos
en estadísticas y es lo que es
publicado para archivos públicos.
“Después que el censo es
calculado, la ciudad recibe fondos
federales basados en la población,”
dijo la hermana. “Son fondos para
educación, cuidado de salud e
infraestructura.”
secreto por 72 años,” explicó. “Ya que
la información es analizada, todos nos
convertimos en estadísticas y es lo que es
publicado para archivos públicos.
“Después que el censo es calculado, la
ciudad recibe fondos federales basados
en la población,” dijo la hermana. “Son
fondos para educación, cuidado de salud e
infraestructura.”
Por eso, ella hizo hincapié en,
“¡Inmigrantes están contribuyendo a la
economía, a las escuelas!
Familias están proporcionando trabajos
para maestros y maestros al enviar a
sus hijos e hijas a la escuela. Algunos
de estos niños y niñas son ciudadanos
estaunidenses.
“Sólo miren nuestras escuelas. La
Escuela Intermedia de Dodge City ha
tenido que expandirse. Dodge City está
beneficiando de su presencia.
“Como en el caso de Alberto, inmigrantes
no quieren limosna, solo quieren trabajar.”
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Elsie Mae Dreher, 75, of
St. John the Evangelist Parish,
Hoisington, died Dec. 12, 2018.
She was born in Munjor, Kansas,
the daughter of Nicholas and
Louise (Befort) Klaus. She worked
for Fuller Brush for 36 years
retiring in 2003. She was a
member of the Altar Society. On
July 8, 1960, she married Ernest E.
“Ernie” Dreher; he preceded her in
death on April 16, 2018. Survivors
include children, Lee Allan Dreher,
Michelle Morales, and Kimberly
Williams; daughter-in-law, Denise
Dreher; 10 grandchildren; and
her beloved dog, Muffin. Father
Anselm Eke presided.
R o nald J o h n ( R adar )
Beckerman, 65, of St. Anthony
Parish, Fowler, died Dec. 14, 2018.
He was born in Fowler to John and
Evelyn (Heinz) Beckerman. He
attended St. Anthony’s Parochial

School. On Aug. 25, 1973, he
married Barbara Wenta. In 1985
he began working on his dad’s
farm in Fowler, and started
the local business Beckerman
& Heinz Heating and Cooling
with his partner, Doug Heinz. He
was a member of the Knights of
Columbus, served on the Fowler
City Council, was a volunteer
fireman while in Ulysses, and
was a gunfighter for Boot Hill
Museum in Dodge City. Survivors
include his wife Barbara, his
daughters, Roxanne Jones and
Nicole Beckerman; a brother,
Tim Beckerman; and two sisters,
Denise Staiger and Mary Kay
Lungwitz.
K a thl e e n “ K a y ” M a e
(Rajewski) Sander, 87, of
Prince of Peace Parish at St. Rose
of Lima Parish, Great Bend, died
Dec. 13, 2018. She was born on
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a farm at Vincent, Kansas to Leo
B. and Anna H. (Huser) Rajewski.
On June 14, 1949, she married
Gilbert F. Sander. She was very
active in the St. Rose Altar Society
where she was instrumental in
starting the funeral luncheon
committee. She also was credited
with founding the St. Monica’s
Sewing Circle in 1972 with the
help of friends. She was a member
of the Daughters of Isabella,
joining in Victoria in 1947, then
transferring to the Great Bend
circle in 1955. She dedicated
much of her free time to many
other church organizations and
committees. Survivors include,
husband, Gilbert; four children,
Debbie Ann Sander Walker, Glen
Sander, Mark Sander, and Kirk
Sander; eight grandchildren;
13 great-grandchildren; two
brothers, Howard L. Rajewski and
Delando F. Rajewski; and sisterin-law, Clairnelle Rajewski. Father
Don Bedore presided.
M ich a e l ‘ M i k e ’ D a v id
Svoboda, 81, of Sacred Heart
Parish, Pratt, died Dec. 12, 2018.
He was born in Lacrosse, WI to
Miro and Elizabeth (Piquette)
Svoboda. On August 29, 1959, he
married Beverly Jean Nighswonger
at Pratt. She survives. He served in
the U.S. Army from 1955-58. He
was a dedicated scout master of
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Boy Scout Troop #201 for many
years. He was Branch Manager of
Central States Finance, then later
worked at Skaggs Ace Hardware
in Pratt. He is survived by his
wife, Beverly; two sons, Michael
‘Chip’ and Jon; a daughter, Ann
McCawley; seven grandchildren
and one great-grandchild; and
two sisters, Mary Ann Swinson
and Jane Enfield. Father Michael
Klag presided.
Harold Charles Weikert,
90, of Prince of Peace Parish at
St. Rose of Lima, Great Bend, died
Dec. 17, 2018. He was born in rural
Ellinwood to Frank and Teresa
(Heinz) Weikert. He married
Rosaline Stegman on July 29, 1958
and they later divorced. He then
married Darylene “Dee” B. Burns
on Dec. 15, 1967. She died Dec..
19, 1981. Harold was a Private
First Class in the Army during
the Korean War. He owned and
operated D&H Appliance Service.
Survivors include daughters, Mary
Ann Shorman, Deann Boyer,
Theresa Leiker, Diane Weikert,
Cyndi Whistler, Kathleen Weikert,
Karen Merrill, and Margaret
Dirks; 13 grandchildren and 11
great-grandchildren. Father Ted
Stoecklein presided.
James R. Gleason, 96, died
Dec. 28, 2018. He was born to
James Daniel and Helen (Quealy)
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Gleason. James was a World War
II veteran, having graduated early
from Fort Hays State University to
enlist in the U. S. Army Air Corp.
He served in India and China as
an airplane mechanic. On May 23,
1946 he married Rosanna Dauber.
They celebrated 72 years of
marriage. She survives, along with
children Greg Gleason, Janice
Scott, Carol Soukup, and Martin
Gleason; 13 grandchildren; 23
great-grandchildren; two sisters,
Catherine Hattrup and Theresa
Aistrup; three sisters-in-law,
Darlene Gleason, Lucille Gleason
and Carolyn Gleason; and
numerous nieces and nephews.
Father John Strasser presided.
Kenneth Herbert Bieker,
81, of St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Hoisington, died Dec. 26,
2018. He was born in Hays to
Herbert Leo and Amelia Josephine
(Staab) Bieker. After high school
graduation, he enlisted in the Navy
and traveled the world, earning a
rank of Petty Officer First Class E6
(Engineman). He was aboard the
USS Comstock and sailed to such
locations as Hawaii, Japan, Hong
Kong, China, and the Philippines,
and earned his certificate for
crossing the equator. He married
Linda Louise Connolly on March
3, 1963. She survives, along with
Continued on next page

910 S. Main • South Hutchinson
Visit our website; View our job sites
www.hoeferstainedglass.com

Angelus to Xavier

Catholic Place Names in Kansas
Obvious & Obscure

A book by Diocesan Archivist Tim Wenzl

Desoto
Desoto (Johnson) - This town is named for the
explorer Hernando DeSoto, who led the first extensive
Spanish exploration of the interior of North America,
1539-1543. His charter from King Charles I stipulated
that he take “priests who shall be appointed by us
for the instruction of the natives of that province
in our holy Catholic Faith…” Eight secular priests,
two Dominicans, a Franciscan and a Trinitarian
accompanied the expedition of 950 conquistadors.1
While the expedition did not reach Kansas, lands were
explored in states now known as Florida, Georgia,
South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama,
Mississippi, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas. When the
expedition reached the banks of the Mississippi on
May 8, 1541, DeSoto named the river Rio de Espiritu
Santo (River of the Holy Spirit). On May 21, 1542,
DeSoto fell gravely ill and died after receiving the

Hernando DeSoto
sacraments of the Church. “A group of soldiers
wrapped his body in a mantle and bore it by
canoe to the middle of the Mississippi. There with
deepest reverence, they consigned the remains
of their commander to the bed of the great river
that he discovered.”

Available now at Amazon.com and Catholic/Christian bookstores. Mail order available through the
Cathedral gift store by contacting the author at twenzl@dcdiocese.org.
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Continued from previous page
children Bobbi Griffin, Larry Bieker, Lori
Ann Ross, Angie Meye, Monte Bieker,
Melissa White, and Marty Bieker; sisters
Wanda Kupfner, Cheri Thummel and Cindy
Foley; 24 grandchildren; and 25 greatgrandchildren; and numerous nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends. Father Don
Bedore presided.
Herbert A. Hoff, of Immaculate
Conception Parish, Claflin, died Dec. 24,
2018. He was born to Herbert W. and Rose
Marie Hoff. He was a bulk tank agent for
Standard Oil for more than 40 years. He
was also a bus driver for USD 112 for 15
years. He was active in his community,
serving on the city council as a volunteer
fire fighter, and an auxiliary deputy. On
Aug. 17, 1967, he married Rhoda Marie
Selness. After two short years of marriage,
she died on Aug. 3, 1969. He then married
Mary Richardson, with whom he adopted a
daughter Kim. He and Mary later divorced.
Then on June 28, 1975, he married Jane C.
Weber. They were married for 42 years
when she died on Nov. 12, 2017. Survivors
include, daughter, Kim Traum; brother,
Steve Hoff; sisters, Annette Bourne and
Dolores Hoff; and four grandchildren.
Father Terrance Klein presided.
Kenneth Morris Pryor, 77, of Prince
of Peace Parish at St. Patrick Church, Great
Bend, died Dec. 18, 2018. He was born Jan.
1, 1941 at Great Bend and was the Great
Bend Tribune’s “New Year Baby of 1941”.
He was the son of M.F. “Hap” Pryor and
Wanda (Morris) Pryor. He was a member

Obituaries
of the Knights of Columbus. Survivors
include one sister Connie Strobel; a niece;
a nephew; and several cousins. Father Don
Bedore presided.
Elizabeth “Betty” D. Ricke, 85, of
Holy Rosary Parish, Medicine Lodge, died
Dec. 22, 2018. She was born to Philip and
Elizabeth “Lizzy” (Bayer) Becker. On August
29, 1951, she married Benny Ricke. Betty
worked as an aide, surgery tech and ward
clerk at Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital.
She served on the Altar Society at Sharon
and Medicine Lodge and was a volunteer
with the church. She was a past member
of St. Leo Daughters of Isabel. Surviving
are her husband, Benny; four sons, Darrel,
Roger, Duane, and John; four daughters,
Lana Kay Baker, Pat Merz, Cheryl Grodecki
and Mary Beth Chandler; one sister, Joan
Becker; close friend of the family, Cindy
Duran; sister in-law, Marceline Simon; 22
grandchildren; and 34 great-grandchildren.
Father Mark Brantley presided.
Ruth Campos, 74, of St. Mary Parish,
Garden City, died Dec. 16, 2018. She was
the daughter of Abraham and Antonia
(Bonilla) Campos. Ruth worked for many
years at Farmland Industries, and later,
at El Perrico Charro Mexican restaurant.
Survivors include a brother, Jesse Ledesma;
sisters Neva Gallardo and Rachel Lopez;
and many nieces and nephews. Father
Charles Seiwert presided.
Cecilia Maxine Ackerman of Sacred
Heart Parish, Larned, died Dec. 29, 2018.
She was born to Leo and Bertha Brown.
She married Wayne (Jack) Ackerman

in 1939. She retired from Larned State
Hospital where she worked as an Arts and
Crafts Coordinator for several years. She
was in the first graduating class of Sacred
Heart Parochial School. She is survived by
sons Larry and Thomas; daughters Cynthia
Garvey, Connie Blakely, and Kathryn Beach;
son-in-laws Lynn Salmans and Nolan Eakin;
16 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren,
and eight great-great-grandchildren. Father
Bernard Felix presided.
John B. Riedel, 80, of St. Ann Parish,
Olmitz, died Dec. 30, 2018. He was the son
of Bernard J. and Anna V. (Budig) Riedel. He
served in the Army Reserves. John drove
the milk truck for the cheese plant and
then as a pumper in the oil field for many
years. Later he worked as an irrigation
specialist for A.V.I. John Deere in Larned;
and Bird Oil. He retired from Superior Essex
as a machine operator at the age of 70. He
was a member of the Knights of Columbus.
On Oct. 20, 1958, he married Imelda A.
“Meldie” Lichter; she preceded him in
death on Jan. 1, 2018. He is survived by six
children; Brenda Riedel, Tom Riedel, Sandy
Urban, Richard Riedel, Linda Pechanec, and
Sheila Schilowsky; sister, Janet Savage; 14
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
Father Don Bedore presided.
Anthony Albert Rios, of St. Alphonsus
Parish, Satanta, died Jan. 3, 2019. Tony was
born to Agapito and Bertha (Molina) Rios
on Dec. 15, 1970. He and Synthia Ardery
were married on April 15, 1995. Tony
graduated from South West Kansas Area
Technical College in Diesel Mechanics in

January 13, 2019 Page 13

1990. He worked at Kenworth in Libera for
the last 10 years. He is survived by his wife
Synthia; daughter, Gillian; sons, Joshua,
Krystian, and Jaxon; granddaughter,
Alleiana Rios; sisters, Elfida Barajas, Peggy
Angelas, Jane Quejado, Kathy Soria, Irene
Zapata, Mary Martinez, and Mickey Rios;
brothers, Eduardo Rios, Michael Rios, and
Amedt Barajas.
Leonard J. Flax, 86, of St. Andrew
Parish, Wright, died Jan. 4, 2019. He was
born to Gotfred and Catherine (Weber)
Flax. Leonard was drafted into the Army
in 1953 and served until 1955. He married
Irene Werth on Oct. 23, 1956. He lived on
a farm outside of Ransom, and in 1964
moved to Wright where he worked for the
Right Coop Farm Supply. He worked for
TM Deal Lumber from 1998-2004, where
he retired at age 72. He is survived by: his
wife, Irene; daughters, Pamela Council,
Amy Schneweis, Deborah Nystrom, Maxine
Hertel, Bernadine Solomon, Phyllis Randle,
Beverly Wendel, Malissa Murphy-Rank,
and Diane Burkhart; brother, Father Myron
Flax; one sister, Sister MaryAnn Flax; 30
grandchildren and 30 great-grandchildren.
Father Robert Schremmer presided.

Obituaries are listed free of
charge, but must be edited for
space. If you see that a listing
has not been included, call Dave
at (620) 227-1519, or email
skregister@dcdiocese.org.

Pastoral Ministry Formation courses to start soon
For more information on these courses,
or to register, go to www.dcdiocese.
org/pastoral-ministry-formation, or call
Coleen Stein, (620) 227-1538, or email
cstein@dcdiocese.org.
THEO 1003 Introduction to New
Testament (3 hour course)
Instructor: Father Reggie Urban
This course focuses on the literature,
theology and history of the New
Testament. Students will explore
questions of authorship and critical
methods of biblical interpretation
from within the perspective of faith.
Jesus’ question, addressed to his
disciples, “Who do you say that I
am?” provides the theological center
of the New Testament studies.
*This course is one of the 3-hour
courses needed to obtain the Diocesan
Certification in Youth Ministry.
Class Times - Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 9, 16,
23, Mar. 2, 9, 16; Saturday mornings 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon
Location - Interactive
Television Sites throughout

Dodge City and Salina Dioceses
Cost - 3 hr. course for college credit
- $150.00*; 3 hr. course for enrichment
- $75.00*
*Price quotes do not include books.
THEO 4881 The Why and How of
Youth Ministry (1 hour course)
Instructor: Gentry Heimerman
From Joseph, to Timothy, to Esther
(who won a beauty contest, then
saved a nation), God engaged young
people in big ways to do even bigger
things. Approaching Youth Ministry as a
missionary disciple leads one to both the
“why” and the “hows” of youth ministry.
*This course is one of the 1 hour
courses needed to obtain the Diocesan
Certification in Youth Ministry.
Class Times: Jan. 23, Feb. 20, Mar. 20,
Apr. 10; Wednesday evenings - 6 to 9
p.m.
Location - Interactive Television Sites
throughout Dodge City and Salina Dioceses
Cost - 1 hr. course for college credit
- $50*; 1 hr. course for enrichment $25.00*

*Price quotes do not include books.
THEO 4881 RCIA Kansas!
Celebrating the Rites (1 hour course)
Presenter: Father Tim Piasecki
Coordinating Instructor: Father Robert
Schremmer
Students will study and experience
their RCIA rites; seek better
understanding of the focus and goal; be
equipped to go forth celebrating them
with the people of their parish.
The class is presented by Catherine of
Sienna Institute.
*This course is one of the 1-hour
courses needed to obtain the Diocesan
Certification in Liturgical/Youth Ministry.
Class Times - March 22 and 23
Location - Heartland Center for
Spirituality, Great Bend
Cost: 1 hr. course for college credit
- $65.00* 1 hr. course for enrichment
- $25.00*
*Price quotes do not include books.
THEO 4881 Navigating Charisms (1 hour)
Coordinating Instructor: Father Robert
Schremmer

To take this class for credit, one needs
to have participated in a Called and Gifted
Workshop. The Workshop would be
beneficial for those not taking it for credit.
The Workshop guides one to recognize gifts
given by the Holy Spirit through baptism
and confirmation. These gifts enable one
to accomplish things for God above and
beyond your natural abilities.
Topics include steps needed for
discernment of spiritual gifts; clues one
needs to follow God call; the way charisms
can work together uniquely in one’s life;
release of control to welcome charisms.
Class Time - Wednesday evening: Jan.
30; 6 to 9 p.m.
Location - Interactive Television Sites.
To enroll in this class for credit, you will
need to have participated in a Called and
Gifted Workshop (see article above).
Cost: 1 hr. course for college credit
- $65.00*; 1hr. course for personal
enrichment - $25.00*
*Price quotes do not include book.

Scripture Readings
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2019; Baptism of the
Lord
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7/Second Reading: Acts
10:34-38/Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
Monday, Jan. 14, 2019
Hebrews 1:1-6/Mark 1:14-20
Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2019
Hebrews 2:5-12/Mark 1:21-28
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2019
Hebrews 2:14-18/Mark 1:29-39
Thursday, Jan. 17, 2019; Saint Anthony,

abbot
Hebrews 3:7-14/ Mark 1:40-45 or
Matthew 19:16-26
Friday, Jan. 18, 2019
Hebrews 4:1-5, 11/Mark 2:1-12
Saturday, Jan. 19, 2019
Hebrews 4:12-16/Mark 2:13-17
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2019
Isaiah 62:1-5/First Corinthians 12:4-11/
John 2:1-12
Monday, Jan. 21, 2019; Saint Agnes,

virgin and martyr
Hebrews 5:1-10/Mark 2:18-22
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019
Hebrews 6:10-20/Mark 2:23-28
Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019
Hebrews 7:1-3, 15-17/Mark 3:1-6
Thursday, Jan. 24, 2019; Saint Francis
de Sales, bishop and doctor
Hebrews 7:25--8:6/Mark 3:7-12
Friday, Jan. 25, 2019; Conversion of
Saint Paul, apostle

Acts 22:3-16, or Acts 9:1-22/Mark 16:1518
Saturday, Jan. 26, 2019; Saints Timothy
and Titus, bishops
Hebrews 9:2-3, 11-14 or Second Timothy
1:1-8, or Titus 1:1-5/Mark 3:20-21
Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019
Nehemiah 8:2-4, 5-6, 8-10/First
Corinthians 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/Luke
1:1-4, 4:14-21
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

INSURANCE

Making a difference for life

DAN REED, FICF

DARIN REED,

TYLER MEYER,

(785) 472-2139 oﬃce
FICF
FICF
(785) 531-0135 cell (785) 726-4899 oﬃce
(620) 546-1566
Ellinwood,
(785) 259-2335 cell
Kingman, Seward,
Hoisington, Olmitz,
Ransom, Sharon
Sharon, Willowdale, St.
Russell, Claflin,
Springs
Leo, St. John, Pratt, DanEllsworth
ville, Medicine Lodge,
Kiowa, Greensburg

aCrOss
4
Celestial being
9
Catholic comedian
married to Burns
10
Tribe of Israel
11
Samson killed Philistines with the jawbone
of this animal
12
Color of Ordinary
Time
13
Eastern Rite
Churches in union with
Rome
14
Altar perfume
17
According to Proverbs, a gracious woman
gets this (Prov 11:16)
19
A parish position
(abbr.)
21
Sister of Judah
22
“___ Dolorosa”
23
Charitable group
(abbr.)
25
Simon, the apostle, was one of these
26
Vivaldi, composer
of the “The Four Seasons” who was also a
Catholic priest
29
Church spire
31
“…the Spirit of
glory and of God ___
upon you.” (I Pet 4:14)
33
There have been
13 popes with this
name
34
Catholic comedian/actor who started
on SNL
35
Confirmation gesture

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

9
11
12

13

14

15

16

17
19

18

20

21

22
23
25

24
26

27

28
29

30

31

32

33
34

35
36
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

36
Exodus mountain
DOWN
1
Minor Prophet of
the 6th century
2
The ___ Army of
Mary
3
Second son of
Judah
4
Taken body and
soul into heaven
5
Biblical territory
6
“…the ___ will be
first…” (Mt 20:16)
7
Catholic author

of “The Father Brown
Mysteries”
8
People looked like
this to the blind man
Jesus cured (Mk 8:24)
15
Essential element
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
16
See 27D
18
Entice one to sin
20
Title for clergy
(abbr.)
23
St. ___, Martyr
24
Surname of Pius

XII
27
With 16D, “nothing stands in the way”
28
“In my Father’s
___ are many rooms” (Jn
14:2)
30
“Whoever ___ this
bread will live forever”
(Jn 6:51)
31
___ to Emmaus
32
Magi leader

ST. MICHAEL’S MIND TEASER
Teaser THe FIrsT: When you behead a word, you
remove the first letter and still have a valid word. You will
be given clues for the two words, longer word first.
Example: Begin -> Sour, acidic
Answer: The words are Start and Tart.

(785) 726-4899

Marienthal, Tribune,
Dighton, Scott City

DAN ORDONEZ

(620) 260-0962
Garden City, Plains,
Liberal, Ulysses,
Ingalls, Elkart, Johnson, Hugoton, Lakins,
Syracuse, Satanta

S HAUN
L INENBERGER

(785) 301-2676
oﬃce
(785) 623-8716 cell
La Crosse, Olmitz.
Larned, Belpre

HECTOR SOLER, TYLER BRUGGEMAN
(785) 475-4128
FIC
(785) 569-1466 oﬃce
Great Bend

Check out our website!

St. Francis,
Goodland, Colby

• • • kofcinsuranceks.com

1. Outer layer -> Oxidized metal
2. Defraud; violate rules -> Thermal energy in transit
3. Sensation of cold -> Local land elevation
4. Go upward -> Jointed appendage; branch
5. Strong metal rope -> Having necessary skill
Teaser THe THIrD: A sundial is a timepiece
6. Confined; restrained -> Old; grew older
that has the fewest number of moving parts.
7. Stop; discontinue -> Freedom from hardship
Which timepiece has the most moving parts?
8. Lacking dirt -> Lacking fat

st. sebastiaN’s sODuKO

GEORGE SPINELLI

For more
information on
a career with the
Knights of
Columbus,
contact George
Spinelli at
(785) 726-4899.

Teaser THe seCOND: A large fresh water
reservoir has two types of drainage system,
small pipes and large pipes.
Six large pipes, on their own, can drain the
reservoir in 12 hours.
Six small pipes, on their own, can drain the
reservoir in 18 hours.
How long will six large pipes and six small
pipes take to drain the reservoir?

each soduko puzzle consists of
a 9x9 sudoku grid containing
areas surrounded by gray or
dotted lines. The object is to fill
all empty squares so that the
numbers 1 to 9 appear exactly
once in each row, column and
3x3 box, and the sum of the
numbers in each area is equal
to the clue in the area’s top-left
corner.
reglas De sudoku:
Cada fila debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9 Cada
columna debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9
Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe contener los números a partir la 1 a 9
Reprinted with permission from www.
sudokuoftheday.com/

aDVaNtaGe

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Complete Family Vision Care
• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff
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Be of service
to others

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
SAINT BERNADETTE
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Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

For information about opioid
addiction or to seek help, visit https://
ckfaddictiontreatment.org/, or call
(785) 825-6224.
• • •
For information about suicide
prevention, visit SpeakingOfSuicide.com,
or, if you are having thoughts of suicide,
call the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.

FIrsT:
1. Crust -> Rust
2. Cheat -> Heat
3. Chill -> Hill
4. Climb -> Limb
5. Cable -> Able
6. Caged -> Aged
7. Cease -> Ease
8. Clean -> Lean
seCOND:
7 hours and 12 minutes.
Firstly we find a time that both
12 hours and 18 hours would fit
in to...
In 36 hours:
6 large pipes can drain 3
reservoirs.
6 small pipes can drain 2
reservoirs.
Therefore, together, 6 large
and 6 small pipes can drain 5
reservoirs.
36 hours ÷ 5 = 7.2 hours.
7.2 hours = 7 hours and 12
minutes.
THIrD:
An hourglass.

1101 Williams
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Diocese accepting Adult
Religious Scouting Awards

T

he Diocese of Dodge City Catholic
Committee on Scouting is accepting
letters of nomination for adults who
have provided exceptional service as an adult
leader in Catholic Scouting ministry, or other
groups serving youth that have contributed to
the spiritual development of Catholic young
people. Although these awards are given by the
Catholic Church, the recipients do not have to be
a member of that faith to be considered.
The deadline for submitting nominations is
Jan. 25, 2019. All nominations, except for the St.
George Emblem, may be in the form of a letter
submitted to the Diocese Catholic Committee on
Scouting, Diocese of Dodge City, P. O. Box 137,
Dodge City, KS 67801.
The recognition and presentation of the
awards will occur at the conclusion of the
Diocese of Dodge City’s Scout QUEST 2019
retreat Feb. 17, at the Sacred Heart Cathedral
Church, Dodge City.
The following is a summary of the adult awards
that can be awarded by the Diocese of Dodge
City.
1. The Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Award - This
award recognizes the meritorious contributions
of adults who serve youth through girls’
organizations on a parish or unit level. The
applicant must have a minimum of three
years active service to youth as an adult to be
considered for this award.
2. The Saint Anne Medal - This medal

honors the outstanding service of
adults contributing to the spiritual
development of Catholic members
in the Girl Scout movement and to
further promote adult leadership
in youth ministry. The applicant
must have a minimum of seven
years active service to youth as an
adult member to be considered
for this award.
3. The Bronze Pelican - This
award recognizes the contributions
of adults who serve Boy Scouting
organizations on the parish or unit
level. The recipient must have
demonstrated a good example as
a Christian and influenced boys to
live a good Christian life.
4. The Saint George Emblem This emblem is the highest national recognition for
adults who have made a significant contribution
to the spiritual development of Catholic youth
involved in Cub/Boy Scouting organizations at
the diocese level. The Diocese of Dodge City is
permitted to present one emblem per year. An
application for this emblem is also required.
For further information about the awards
or to obtain an applications for the St. George
Emblem, contact Dave Geist, Chairperson for
the Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting at
(620) 430-2123, or email at davegeist.dckks@
gmail.com

Scouting QUEST set for Feb. 15-17,
Sacred Heart Cathedral

T

he Catholic Committee on
Scouting for the Diocese
of Dodge City invites all
Catholic Boy and Girl Scouts age
11 and older in southwest Kansas
to QUEST 2019 – Feb. 15-17,
at the Sacred Heart Cathedral
School, 905 Central, Dodge City.
Throughout the three-day
camp the Scouts will participate
in various workshops relating to
the Catholic religious emblems
program for their age, take part in
fun activities, grow in their faith,
hear some awesome speakers
and make lifelong friends with
other Catholic scouts from across
the diocese.
Speakers for QUEST 2019
include Rev. Wesley Schawe,
Director of Seminarians, for the
Catholic Diocese of Dodge City and
Adam Urban, Director of Youth
Ministry, also with the diocese.
Both presenters will challenge
the scouts to think about their
vocation in life and how God can
be a part of it if they let Him.

The highlight of the weekend
will be the Sunday 10 a.m. closing
Mass and awards ceremony
presided by the Most Rev. John B.
Brungardt, Bishop of the Diocese
of Dodge City. The closing Mass
and awards ceremony will be held
at Sacred Heart Cathedral Church
adjacent to the school.
A QUEST 2019 brochure and
registration form was mailed
to all the Girl and Boy Scout
troops and venture crews within
the Diocese of Dodge City the
second week of January. This
information is also available
on the Diocese website: www.
dcdiocese.org/youth and look
for QUEST 2019 Registration
Form. The deadline for early bird
registration is Feb. 9.
For additional information
about the QUEST 2019 retreat or
the Catholic emblems available
to Cub, Boy and Girl Scouts,
contact Dave Geist, Committee
Chairperson at davegeist.dcks@
gmail.com or (620) 430-2123.

Performance promotions affect Knights Insurance Agency
From Page 6
As General Agent, Reed will
be managing eight field agents,
covering 113 councils with over
12,000 members.
“I am very excited and a little
nervous,” stated Reed. “I feel I
have big shoes to fill coming in
after George, and though I am
not going to change many of
the things George did, it will be
my agency. This is a new era for
the Knights of Columbus, and I
am excited to be a part of it. I do
have agents covering the Salina
and Manhattan areas, but we
will need to hire an agent for
the current area that I cover
as a field agent; southwest

Kansas will need one or two
more agents, and Salina and
Manhattan will need probably
two or three more agents.
Reed, an agent since 2005,
has been in the Supreme Knights
Sales Club for 12 years; named
Western Kansas Agent of the
year six times, and consistently
finishes in the top three percent
of the field force throughout
America and Canada. He is a
veteran, serving in the Marine
Corps from 1997-2001 as a tank
mechanic and platoon sergeant.
He and his wife April have four
children Ava, Leah, Jack, and
Nolan.
When asked what he enjoys

about being a Knights of
Columbus Insurance agent,
Reed responded: “My father
and hero, Marty Reed, passed
away in 2004 and he was my
guide. I graduated college and
was newly married in mid-2005,
and was not sure what I wanted
to do. Shortly after I met George
Spinelli, and everything just
clicked. Though life insurance
is a different language, I knew I
was meant to do this. My time
in the Marine Corps taught me
to take care of those around
me, and through the Knights of
Columbus, I am able to continue
that vocation. My father’s
memory stays with me and

impacts my work. Whenever I
meet with a widow of a brother
knight, I see my mother.
And whenever I meet with
someone who has lost a parent,
I see myself, and I am better
equipped to help, because I
have experienced that same
loss. I like to say that I went from
one fraternity in the Marine
Corps to another in the Knights
of Columbus. They are very
different, they both teach us to
take care of our fellow man. and
it’s an incredible honor for me to
be a part of both. The Knights of
Columbus has made me a better
Catholic, a better husband and
father, and a better man.”

“My time in the
Marine Corps taught
me to take care of
those around me, and
through the Knights
of Columbus I am
able to continue that
vocation. My father’s
memory stays with
me and impacts my
work. Whenever I
meet with a widow of
a brother knight, I see
my mother.”

-- Darin Reed

