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Thousands march in DC in celebration of The

Life
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Bishop of the
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Diocese of
Dodge City

ee, upon the palms
of my hands I have
engraved you”
(Isaiah 49:16).
What a marvelous
image! My favorite
is “you knit me in my mother’s
womb” (Psalm 139:13). God is so
personally involved in our lives, from
conception to natural death and
beyond – what joy that gives us! A
few examples:
Photos courtesy of Lisa and Tom Ridder

More than 50 youth and adults from the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City march in Washington, D.C.
to celebrate life while mourning the death of
millions of babies lost to abortion.

Father louis trung hoang is among those who travelled to
Washington, D.C. Jan. 16 to take part in the 2019 March for Life.

T

he approximately 50 pilgrims
met on the southwest plains of
Kansas in the frigid morning Jan.
16—some two-and-a half hours before
the sun was set to rise—to load onto a
bus that would begin a 25-hour trek to
Washington, D.C.
As the stars shone brightly, Bishop John
Brungardt held out his hand, praying over
the large group before they loaded onto
a bus.
According to a Facebook post from
one participant, “We had a few minor

mechanical issues with the bus—nothing
that a few ingenious farmers couldn’t
handle, but they did slow us down a bit.”
Foggy weather all through Kansas, as
well as freezing drizzle in Indiana and
Ohio, further slowed the group, but it
couldn’t quell the anticipation they felt
as they came closer and closer to the
nation’s capital.
“The long, 25-hour bus trip was filled
with Liturgy of the Hours, Rosaries and
personal stories of life and reflection on
how fortunate we truly are to live in a

Country that allows us these freedoms,”
participants Tom and Lisa Ridder told
the Southwest Kansas Catholic. “It is a
spiritual journey that has a profound
impact on those who attend.
“The March for Life Pilgrimage is much
more than a walk down Constitution
Avenue,” the couple added. “The March
is inspiring in itself by the sheer numbers
marching respectfully and peacefully for
a cause that so deeply affects our nation
and its citizens.
Continued on Page 16

• Our little siblings in the
womb, and their moms and dads:
Dedicated pilgrims recently travelled
to the March for Life in Topeka, and
another group to Washington D.C.
They prayed and marched for life,
the Lord’s precious, joyous gift to us.
• Our children learning about
the faith, at home, in Catholic
School, in Parish School of
Religion: Teaching our little ones
about Jesus and His Catholic
Church is the most important
task of their loving parents. All of
us can help with this formation,
by our words and example. We
rejoice in Catholic Schools Week
Jan. 27 – Feb. 2.
• Our immigrants and refugees:
My great-grandparents Brungardt
were Volga Germans who traveled
to Kansas in the 1870s to start a
new life, faithfully and joyously
trusting in God’s providence. May
we welcome new families to our
blessed country.
• Our elderly family members,
parishioners, and neighbors: I
recently visited an elderly woman
near the end of her earthly life. I
prayed with her daughter. A heartbreaking time, yet, trusting in Jesus’
resurrection, a joyous time. May we
comfort those suffering a loss.
In the midst of a life full of
challenges and suffering, let us trust
in God’s saving presence. “The Lord
delights in you” (Isaiah 62:4). He
joyfully loves us so much!

+ Bishop John
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Local priest to co-lead pilgrimage
to Greece in the ‘Pathways of Paul’

F

ather Reggie Urban and Paul Maneth,
learn about the resident monks.
PhD, will host a pilgrimage to Greece
• See Mars Hill where Paul delivered his
from Sept. 8-18, 2019.
“Men of Athens” speech.
Registration for the pilgrimage, “The
• Visit the Museum of Byzantine Culture,
Pathways of Paul,” must be submitted on or
one of the finest museums of Byzantine art.
before Feb. 18.
• See the cave on Patmos where John,
Participants will walk the pathways of one
inspired by God, wrote the Book of
of the Bible’s most prolific personalities and
Revelation.
one of history’s most interesting individuals.
Together, the participants will:
• Retrace the missionary pathways of
the Apostle Paul, prolific writer of the New
Testament letters.
• Travel through ancient cities and pastoral
landscapes.
• Enjoy a 3-night cruise of the magical
Greek Islands of Mykonos, Patmos and
Santorini.
• Visit the ancient Roman city of Ephesus,
Turkey.
• Discover archaeological treasures like the The Acropolis in Athens.
Acropolis in Athens and seek ancient wisdom
at the ruins of Delphi.
• Explore ancient Corinth on a guided tour
• Investigate the dramatic Meteora
featuring the Agora.
Monasteries, a UNESCO World Heritage site.
• Join a local expert exploring the
• Explore the biblical town of Corinth on
monuments of ancient Athens.
a guided tour featuring the Agora and the
• See the Bema where Paul was brought
Bema, where Paul was brought before the
before the tribunal, as recorded in Acts.
tribunal.
• Travel to the coastal town of Kavala
• Stop in Philippi, where Paul delivered his where Paul first set foot in Europe.
first sermon in Europe and baptized Lydia,
• Experience the House of Mary, where
the first Christian.
she is said to have spent her last days.
• See the dungeon where he was held
More detailed information, including
prisoner.
registration material, can be found by visiting
• Find inspiration throughout as
dcdiocese.org/swkscatholic and clicking on
participants visit the places where the great
the Pathways of Paul icon, or you can call
apostle lived, and preached.
800-362-9347.
• Stop at two monasteries in Meteora and

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions

JANUARY: Young people and the example of Mary
That young people, especially in Latin America, follow
the example of Mary and respond to the call of the Lord to
communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world.

Scam Alert

The Catholic Diocese of Dodge City has been notified that
some parishioners have received emails claiming to be from
Bishop Brungardt or other chancery staff members, asking for
financial assistance. Nobody on staff, including Bishop Brungardt,
is sending such emails. If you received a questionable email, and
are unsure of its origination, contact the Catholic Chancery at
(620) 227-1500. Otherwise, simply delete the email.

Do you have a gambling problem?
There’s help out there!

KSgamblingHelp.com
800-522-4700

Freedom from the funk

I

t is not uncommon. With the on-again,
off-again snow, with the low clouds
and the fog, with the grey, cold, days,
it is not uncommon at all that people find
themselves in a funk.
Going back to the 18th, and even
17th, century, that word means a dark,
depressed, state of mind. It even suggests
that a person is in the grip of the hard hand
of paralyzing fear. It causes us to shrink
back, to avoid stepping out, to doing what
we should do.
Another Way
There are three things we normally do
when we find ourselves caught in such a
Most Rev. Ronald M.
state. We reach for the refrigerator door, Gilmore
and we eat food we do not really need,
Bishop Emeritus of
or want. We reach for the television
Dodge City
remote, and we lose ourselves in mindless
entertainment. We reach for the
smartphone, and are dragged down into the swamp of unbridled
curiosity.
They worsen our state of mind, these three things, and they
do nothing to get us out of the original funk. They help us hide
from the deeper problems that bedevil us.
Don’t take my word for it. Look at your own experience. How
often have you given in to one, or to all, of these three things?
Read those twisting lines. Did it lead to freedom from the funk?
Or did it leave you more deeply mired in it?
Believe what you read.

“They worsen our state of mind, these three
things, and they do nothing to get us out of
the original funk. They help us hide from
the deeper problems that bedevil us.”

Local priest, DRE to lead trip to Holy Land

F

ather Aneesh Parappanattu, MSFS,
parochial vicar at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Dodge
City, and Norma Alvarez, Director of Religious
Education, will lead a tour of the Holy Land
from May 25-June 4, 2020.
“Our hope in advertising the event so far in
advance is that people who otherwise couldn’t
afford to take the trip can begin saving their
money,” noted Alvarez.
The pilgrimage includes airfare from the city
of your choice, guide, driver, 4-5 star hotels,
breakfast, dinner with wine, tips, transfers,
taxes, surcharges, excursions, etc.
The journey will include visits to Jerusalem,
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee, Via Crucis,
Gethsemane, Dormition, Nativity Church,
Capernaum, Tel Aviv, and much more.

Bethlehem
All expenses are paid, except for lunch and trip
insurance. The cost is $4,000.
For more information or to register, go to
Proximotravel.com, or call (855) 842-8001.

Protecting God’s Children

T

he Catholic Diocese of Dodge City requires all employees and volunteers who work with children to
participate in a Protecting God’s Children awareness
session.
Through the Diocesan Awareness Sessions and other
educational efforts of the diocese, all people of the diocese can learn how to discuss different aspects of abuse
— including sexual abuse — with children and how to
teach them to protect themselves.
Next Awareness Session:

abuse hotline

If you suspect abuse or neglect of a child in Kansas,

and the child is in immediate danger, call 911 or local
law enforcement.
If you have suspicion that a child is being abused or
neglected, make a confidential report to the Kansas
Department for Children and Families Protection Report
Center, 800-285-3219.
If you suspect abuse by Church personnel, in addition
to making a report to those civil authorities, contact
Charles Befort, crbefort@cox.net, 620-285-3219.
You may submit a report to the diocese.
Report forms are available at www.dcdiocese.org/
safe-environment.

Steps to create a
safe environment
1. Know the Warning Signs
2. Control Access
3. Monitor All Programs
4. Be Aware (Behavioral and Physical Signs)
5. Communicate Your Concerns
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Pope Francis:

‘God loves you,
even if you
forget Him’
Vatican City (CNA/EWTN) - God the
Father will always be there for his
beloved children, Pope Francis said,
with a reminder that the unconditional
love of God is not limited by our own
sense of guilt or unworthiness.
“God is looking for you, even if you
do not seek Him,” Pope Francis said
in his general audience Jan. 16. “God
loves you, even if you forget Him. God
sees beauty in you, even if you think
you have squandered all your talents
in vain.”
The pope reflected on the first two
words of the “Our Father,” focusing
on the depth of personal love for
each person found within God’s
fatherhood.
“It may be that we too happen
to walk on paths far from God, as
happened to the prodigal son; or fall
into a loneliness that makes us feel
abandoned in the world; or, again, do
wrong and are paralyzed by a sense of
guilt,” Pope Francis explained.
In those moments, one’s prayer
should simply start by saying the word,
“Father,” with the tenderness of a child
who calls out “Papa” or “Abbà,” in the
original Aramaic, Francis said.
“You have a father who loves you!”
Pope Francis said enthusiastically. Call
out to God as “Father,” and God will
answer you, he said.
“If you respond to God by saying,
‘But, Father, I have done this ...’ God
will answer, ‘I never lost sight of you. I
saw everything. But I was always there,
close to you, faithful to my love for
you,’” Pope Francis said.
To call God “Father,” the pope
explained, is to have “the whole world
of Jesus poured into one’s heart.”
Pope Francis described the intimacy
of the Aramaic expression “Abbà” used
twice in the letters of St. Paul. In his
letter to the Galatians, St. Paul wrote,
“As proof that you are children, God
sent the spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying out, ‘Abba, Father!’”
Francis repeated the words that Italian
children use, “Papa” and “Babbo,”
which are equivalent to saying “Daddy”
to exemplify the depth and closeness
found in the word “Abba.”
“We continue to say ‘Our Father,’
but with the heart we are invited to say
‘Papa,’ to have a relationship with God
like that of a child with his father, who
says ‘Papa, Babbo,’” he said.
“These expressions evoke love, evoke
warmth, something that projects us
into the context of childhood: the
image of a child completely enveloped
by the embrace of a father who feels
infinite tenderness for him,” he said.
Pope Francis continued, “dear
brothers and sisters, to pray well, we
must get to have a child’s heart … like
a child in the arms of his father.”
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Local youth among 17,000 students SEEKing Christ
‘Young people know that they are made for something more’
By DAVE MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
uch was the spirited energy at
the SEEK conference for college
students in Indianapolis, that for
those local youth for whom it was their
first time attending, “it was like drinking
from a fire hydrant,” noted Adam Urban,
Director of Youth Ministry.
Among 17,000 college-age young
people gathered in Indianapolis Jan. 3-7
for the annual conference, was a group of
26 students from southwest Kansas.
“When you get that many young people
together, the energy is really high,”
said Urban, who attended the event
with Director of Young Adult Ministry,
Gentry Heimerman. “A lot of kids were
overwhelmed. So much was hitting
them.”
Organized by FOCUS (Fellowship of
Catholic University Students), these 26
students and their 17,000 counterparts
were there to become empowered:
to discern which direction they would
like their lives to take; to organize and
participate in Bible studies back in their
college community; and through the
conferences music, prayer, talks and
break-out sessions, to become ever closer
to Christ and His children on earth.
Among the youth were some 400
priests, several popular Christian bands
and nationally renowned Catholic
speakers (see Page 7).
“Frankly,” said Heimerman, “the fact
that we have 26 students from our
diocese who are involved enough at their
Newman centers to know about and
willingly go on this trip is amazing in itself!
“I went with a ‘work’ mind-set and
had a list of the goals I was hoping to
accomplish in relation to my job here
at the diocese,” Heimerman explained.
“Network with other directors, find
new ideas for ministry, accompany our
students and bring them all together for
a meal to facilitate a deeper sense of
diocesan community, etc.
“These were good goals and thankfully
God brought them to fruition, but I
was not expecting the way in which
Jesus would burst through all of that
and dig things out of my heart that had
unwittingly been buried so deep.”
The conference included daily Mass,
adoration, confession, as well as a night
in which each diocese gathered together
to share over dinner what they’d learned
from the event thus far. Apart from this,
the students were free to attend without
adhering to any one group.
“It was great to connect with people
from nearby, as well as folks from all over
the country who do work similar to ours
and to learn from them,” Heimerman
said. “This event tells me that young
people know that they are made for
something more. That the ache they
feel in their hearts will not be satisfied
with ‘perfect careers’, ‘perfect lifestyles’,
or continually updated versions of iOS.
Abiding union with Love itself is what
they are destined for, and SEEK aids in the
acknowledgment of that truth, arm in arm
with 17,000 other college students.”

S

Courtesy photos

Participants at the seek conference in indianapolis included these students from the
Catholic diocese of dodge City. above, the group met for dinner during the ﬁve-day
gathering to share what they learned from the conference thus far.

some 17,000 college students adore Jesus Christ in a eucharistic procession.

At right,
attending the
seek conference
are, (LtoR)
former Diocese of
Dodge City youth
ministry intern
Carleigh Albers,
Director of Youth
Ministry, Adam
Urban, Director
of Young Adult
Ministry, Gentry
heimerman, and
Veronica hill,
coordinator of
Totus Tuus for
the Diocese of
Wichita.
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Don’t be an ‘I Robot’

O

n Feb. 25-27, a Vatican General Assembly will convene on the subject:
“Robotics: People, Machines, and
Health.” The assembly will presumably disseminate between machines that operate
autonomously, those that are bio-inspired,
and medical nanorobotics.
As a long-time advocate for giant, personal-use robots that can shoot lasers out
their eyes and scare the bejeeses out of the
neighborhood bully, I look forward to the
Assembly with great anticipation.
Sadly, I won’t be allowed to attend due
to a pre-Vatican II general assembly antinerd policy. (It was supposed to be removed
during the Second Vatican Council, but the
“cool” bishops made sure it stayed in.)
So, the assembly will be made up of scientists, engineers, and psychologists, and not
guys like me who happen to think robots
are cool, but are otherwise clueless.
I just now downloaded the itinerary. I’ll
highlight a few of the workshops:
Monday, Feb. 25
10 a.m. First Session: “Danger, Will
robinson! Put down your smart Phone
and Be Present in the Moment! Put down
your smart Phone and Be Present in the
Moment!”
I think we can all agree with that. They
may be a “smart phone,” but our constant
attention to them can actually melt our
brain. A little. Or so I hear. (I did learn that
there was some controversy concerning the
length of the program title. A disagreement
led to a fist fight in the Vatican break room
and the arrest of one Sister Margaret Mary.
Apparently she has a wicked left hook.)
10:50 a.m.: “Robby the Robot vs. the
new id Monster.” If you remember the
motion picture, “Forbidden Planet,” Robbie’s job, in part, was to help protect Dr.
Morbius from his “id”, a mental monster
that is seriously grumpy. The highlight is an
award-winning animation showing Robby
the Robot battling the 512 gigabyte Apple
iPhone XS Max.
11:30 a.m.: The opening presentations
will conclude with a program about “Gort,”
the robot from “The Day the Earth Stood
Still.” This program is especially relevant to
me. If you recall, Gort is a bit like a cosmic
Holy Spirit in this allegory of Christ, although
it should be stressed that unlike Gort, the
Holy Spirit doesn’t shoot laser beams out
his eyes. Or rarely, anyway.
Gort’s awesome. I wish I had my own
personal Gort (I mean, besides my wife,
who, like Gort, is strong, determined, and if
I really screw up, is also capable of shooting
laser beams out her eyes).
According to the itinerary, the program
is followed by lunch: your choice of osso
buco alla Milanese, prosciutto and gelato
for dessert, or … let’s see … Kentucky Fried
Chicken. Hmmm. Tough choice. Oh, well.
It’s not like I have to worry about it.
Tuesday, Feb. 26
9:30 a.m.: The day starts with a panel
discussion of how annoying it is to respond
to a stranger who you think is talking to
you, but is instead talking with one of those
tiny Bluetooth telephones adhered to their
ear. The discussion will be facilitated by Dr.
Philby Stanton-Smyth, author of the 1,200page treatise, “Responding to Someone
Talking on One of Those Tiny Bluetooth
Telephones Adhered to their Ear; It’s Just
so Annoying.”

Commentary

11 a.m.: “The Early
Beginnings of Bio-inspired robotics.” Included in the presentation by Dr. R. “Lettuce”
Romaine will be Phyllis
Petrovich, recipient
of the first brain chip.
Oh—I’ve heard about By Dave Myers
her! According to the Editor
itinerary, she’s going
to recite the first chapter of “Prior Analytics” by Aristotle in fluent Cantonese while
riding a unicycle and eating a salad. Dang.
I wish I had a chip in my head.
Lunch is followed by the breakout session: “Six Million Dollar Man v. Bigfoot:
an argument for Bionics.”
Highlighting “bionics” as seen in the classic 70s TV show, the session is comprised
entirely of the classic episode of the 70s TV
show in which Col. Steve Austin, the pilot
turned bionic man, battles Bigfoot (played
by André the Giant). It’s expected to be the
most popular of the presentations.
Wednesday, Feb. 27
The Assembly will conclude with an
address by Pope Francis in which he will
issue a statement regarding the fate of
humankind. With the help of a friend at
the Vatican, I was able to download part
of his historic address:
“There must be security for all, or no one
is secure. This does not
mean giving up any freedom except the freedom
to act irresponsibly….
For our policemen, we created a race
of robots. Their function is to patrol
the planets and preserve the peace.
Your choice is simple. Join us and
live in peace, or pursue your present
course, and face obliteration. We will
be waiting for your answer. The decision rests with you. May God bless
and keep you.”
Wow! A Catholic robot police force
patrolling the universe! I didn’t see that
coming. Let’s see ’em separate families at
the border now! Ha!
Someone once said that the time will
come when humans and technology will
become meshed together, almost as a new
species. I don’t think we have to be meshed
together—you know, with brain chips and
bluetooth phones—for this to happen.
I’ve seen it. You’ve seen it, too—how
preoccupations lead us away from God.
People are attracted to their phones like
a magnetic force. Me? I traded my love
for painting and drawing for the TV and a
comfortable couch a long time ago.
It happens over time, so slowly that we
aren’t even aware of it, the pulling away.
I look at my last painting. It’s dated 2013.
What am I doing?
God wants us to be the fullest person
we can be. He loves us regardless, but like
a parent with a child, He desires us to fill
ourselves on the goodness of His gifts: our
charisms, our passions, the great gift of
each other. Are our preoccupations pulling
us away from our full humanity?
We must pray and work to ensure that
our current technologies, and those to
come, raise us up as a people. They can,
and they will, if we place our Loving Lord
first in our lives.
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Dropping your nets

M

y house is a spectacular mess. I
keep waiting for someone from
the government to show up in
a Hazmat suit and give me a citation for
violations against human health and public
safety before hauling me away to pig-pen
prison. This is not what I would hope for,
of course. It’s just an unusually busy season
with many unusual demands – moving
parents into assisted living in another state,
working, managing a few of my own health
issues, scheduling a minor surgery, and the
like. Filling out insurance forms has become
a part-time job.
Try as I may to keep my head above the
mayhem, I am failing, and the only thing
God seems to be interested in telling me is
this: be grateful and pray without ceasing.
He doesn’t seem all that concerned about
the cleanliness of my house, whether or not
my Christmas cards arrived on time (or at
all), or whether or not I’ve cooked dinner
from scratch or purchased it at the local
supermarket deli. (The clerks there now
know me by name.)
Which brings me to the Spiritual Exercises
of St. Ignatius of Loyola, that rigorous, silent
thirty-day retreat praying through the life,
passion, death, and resurrection of Christ
in four or five hours of meditation a day.
When you do a thirty-day retreat, your
usual duties are suspended. They have to
be. For example, for the duration of the
retreat, a priest is not required to prepare
homilies, visit the sick, baptize babies,
or hear confessions. He puts down these
normal duties in order to enter into the
work of the retreat in a more focused kind
of way. The retreat becomes his work.
Just so, there can be other natural
occasions in life where we put down our
usual responsibilities to meet new demands,
to take up with greater concentration some
other duties as our work, our prayer.
The disciples put down their daily tasks
– fishing, for example – to travel with Jesus,
to be trained up in his ministry. They relied
on, among others, some of the women
who traveled with them for food and other
provisions. Those women who traveled
with Jesus were relieved of their normal
responsibilities in order to take up this new
mission. It became their work.
My point is: illness or caring for someone
who is ill and the mayhem that unleashes
is a spiritual exercise. It may in fact be
the spiritual work that God is calling you
to for the time being. But rest assured
it is no less effective than if you were
to do the Exercises of St. Ignatius. The
burden of illness is a training ground for
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By eliZaBeth
kelly
Catholic News
Agency

“I don’t like that my house is
a wreck and that I’m behind
on paperwork, preparing my
taxes, and even taking care
of myself. It overwhelms me
at times. But I drop my daily
net and follow Jesus into this
new work in confidence and
joy because he is right there
ahead of me, leading me
through it. Where else would I
rather be?”
growing in virtue and learning how to
pray without ceasing. It is the equivalent
of dropping your nets to follow Christ into
this experience of illness and discovering
how to love him and serve him in a new
and deeply fulfilling way.
I don’t like that my house is a wreck
and that I’m behind on paperwork,
preparing my taxes, and even taking care
of myself. It overwhelms me at times.
But I drop my daily net and follow Jesus
into this new work in confidence and
joy because he is right there ahead of
me, leading me through it. Where else
would I rather be?
Lord, your love compels me, just like the
disciples, to drop everything and follow you,
wherever you may lead. Strengthen me for
the work ahead and in the knowledge that
I only ever want to be where you are.
Elizabeth Kelly is an award-winning
speaker and the author of six books,
including including Jesus Approaches: What
Contemporary Women Can Learn about
Healing, Freedom and Joy from the Women
of the New Testament. She is trained as a
spiritual director in the Ignatian exercises
and leads retreats with a particular focus on
helping women to flourish in their faith. She
teaches in Catholic Studies at the University
of St. Thomas (MN). Her website is: www.
LizK.org.
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What the pope said when Martin Luther King was killed

emphis, Tenn. (CNA) - On April
4, 1968, Martin Luther King,
Jr., was fatally shot outside his
room at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis,
Tennessee.
King is remembered as the most visible
leader of the civil rights movement,
for which he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1964, and as the founding
president of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. But he was first
a pastor at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
in Montgomery, Alabama, and remained
active in pastoral leadership throughout
his life.
On the day after King was killed, Pope
Paul VI expressed remorse during his
Angelus address, saying that the civil rights
leader was “a Christian prophet for racial
integration.”
Shortly after King’s death, the National

Conference of Catholic Bishops, the National
Council of Churches, the Synagogue Council
of America, and the Standing Conference of
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas released
an interfaith statement, mourning their
colleague in ministry.
We “bow together in grief before the
shameful murder of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., a unique apostle of the non-violent
drive for justice, [and] affirm that no service
of remembrance or local memorial is equal
to the greatness of his labor or the vastness
of our national need.”
The faith leaders also applauded the
efforts of Congress to pass the Civil Rights
Act of 1968, encouraged Americans to
support measures favoring integration,
and pled with government officials to fund
legislation aimed at fighting poverty.
We “affirm that only through massive
contributions by the American people can
this nation duly honor the life-offering of
Martin Luther King, Jr. and responsibly lift
up the burden of the poor and oppressed
in our land.”
The statement also promised to
implement coordinated efforts among
religious communities to fight poverty.
We “declare our intention to take
immediate steps to develop a coordinated
sacrificial effort on the part of the
American religious community to help the
disadvantaged,” the statement read.
Faith leaders were not the only ones to
pay tribute to King after his assassination.

Inherit the Mirth

By Cuyler Black

M

On the night King was killed, Senator
Robert Kennedy, a Catholic, spoke to the
people of Indianapolis, urging them to
greater compassion and a deterrence from
violence. Kennedy spoke during a stop on
his 1968 campaign for President, delivering
the news to a multiracial crowd that King
had been assassinated.
“What we need in the United States is not
division; what we need in the United States
is not hatred; what we need in the United
States is not violence or lawlessness; but
love and wisdom, and compassion toward
one another, and a feeling of justice toward
those who still suffer within our country,
whether they be white or they be black,”
he said on April 4, 1968.
Kennedy referenced the assassination
of his own brother, President John F.
Kennedy, which had taken place in 1963.
“For those of you who are black and
are tempted to be filled with hatred and
distrust at the injustice of such an act,
against all white people, I can only say that
I feel in my own heart the same kind of
feeling. I had a member of my family killed,
but he was killed by a white man. But we
have to make an effort in the United States,
we have to make an effort to understand,
to go beyond these rather difficult times,”
Kennedy said.
The senator urged Americans to take up
King’s efforts, pray for King’s family and the
nation, and join in solidarity those longing
for peace.

We “bow together in
grief before the shameful
murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., a
unique apostle of the
non-violent drive for
justice, [and] affirm that
no service of remembrance
or local memorial is equal
to the greatness of his
labor or the vastness of
our national need.”
“The vast majority of white people and
the vast majority of black people in this
country want to live together, want to
improve the quality of our life, and want
justice for all human beings who abide in
our land,” he added.
“I shall ask you tonight to return home, to
say a prayer for the family of Martin Luther
King, that’s true, but more importantly to
say a prayer for our own country, which all
of us love—a prayer for understanding and
that compassion of which I spoke.”

Pinch of salt can help season the world

I

n early December, as I listened to
a eulogist pay tribute to a longtime
religious woman during a Memorial
Mass, I was moved to explore my own value
and effectiveness as a Christian.
Arleen Kisiel, O.P. (a Dominican Sister of
Peace), described the late Sr. Rosemarie
Robinson as “the salt of the earth” — what
a legacy!
Salt of the earth is something that we, as
Christians, aspire to be (based on the phrase
derived from the Bible, where Jesus tells his
followers, during The Sermon on the Mount,
that “Ye are the salt of the earth”).
In ancient times, salt was not only used as
a seasoning for food, but as a preservative,
a disinfectant, a component of ceremonial
offerings, and as a commodity for exchange
(or payment). Salt was valuable (and still is
today).
While salt can have negative connotations,
salt of the earth is coined in reference to the
value of salt. Valued workers are said to be
“worth their salt” and the word salary has
the root sal, or salt.
To be salt of the earth is to be of high
value and importance. As salt of the earth,
we are called (or challenged, if you prefer)
to be a positive, purifying influence in the
world. That begs us to ask ourselves: Are
we influencing the world or is the world
influencing us?
Then, there is the question that follows
the declaration that “Ye are the salt of
the earth” in the biblical scripture: “but if
the salt has become tasteless, how can it
be made salty again? It is no longer good
for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot…”.
Salt can become tasteless when

contaminated by
other minerals. As
salt, our challenge
is to not become
contaminated
– to not allow our
basic, fundamental
goodness to be
corrupted; to not
sit in silence when
we should be
speaking out; to
not idly stand by
By Colette Parker
when we should
Dominican Associate
be taking action
or advocating; to not be disqualified from
service because we have lost our zest.
If we lose our saltiness, we lose our value
and usefulness. We lose our effectiveness as
a positive influence in the world.
Salt is a necessity of life, and I think most
of us would agree that food tastes better
with a little salt. It doesn’t take much. In fact,
recipes often call for a pinch of salt.
A pinch of salt can make a big difference
in taste, just like a pinch of our salt can
do much to reduce bitterness, chaos, and
darkness and bring peace to the world.
The way we live, the things we say, the
attitudes we entertain, the lifestyle we adopt
produce positive or negative results. Our
goal is to be a positive influence – valuable
salt – in our own little corner of the world.
“Let me tell you why you are here. You’re
here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the
God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your
saltiness, how will people taste godliness?
You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in
the garbage.” (Matthew 5:13, The Message)
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are your donations promoting a culture of life?

By DAVID MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
he proud parents sat on a couch
caressing their newborn child, a
tender and deeply abiding love
written on the young couple’s faces.
Next to them sat a young woman—
a girl, really—whose smile shown
contentment, if not joy.
It wasn’t an easy choice for the young
woman next to the couple -- to place
her child in the adoption process, but
with the help and support of Catholic
Charities of Southwest Kansas, it was
made a much easier process for one
important reason: they use the open
adoption system, in which the birth
parent remains a part of the child’s
life.
It’s not inexpensive, yet couples have
attested that the Catholic Charities
adoption program is far less expensive
than other programs. Part of the reason
for this is the Vibrant Ministries—
Uniting Our Church Appeal, which
offers support to the many programs
of Catholic Charities.
Lori Titsworth, who works out of the
Great Bend Catholic Charities office,
has the joy of bringing children into the
lives of adoptive parents, and helping
someone who is struggling with an
unplanned or unwanted pregnancy to
find an adoptive family.
“They know their child will be placed
in a faith-based family,” Titsworth
explained. “I believe so many times
that people are interested in adoption
but believe it is too expensive, there
is a long waiting list, or they have a
misunderstanding of adoption, let
alone an open adoption. We provide
a lot of education not only to the
mother, but to the adoptive families.
Other organizations, even dioceses,
offer online education, but we spend
a great deal of personal time with the
families about adoption, which makes
them more prepared.”
Amy Falcon, a social worker in the
Dodge City office, offers pregnancy
counseling, in which an often young—
and often frightened—parent, or
parents, will come to her looking for
alternatives to abortion.
“The counseling helps them to truly
consider each of their options and helps
them to feel good about their decision,
whether it is to make an adoption plan
or a parenting plan,” Falcon said in an
earlier interview.
She recalls the occasion when
she helped two scared high school
students: “They were both high school
seniors and were involved in sports/

T

In the
United States:
3,500 babies are
aborted each day, yet
2 million couples are
currently waiting to adopt

I
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FRIENDS
Outside the Diocese
Ashland
St. Joseph
$78,180.00
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TOTAL

$12,462,159.00

cheerleading, etc.... They decided that they
wanted to make an adoption plan, and were
able to select a family from our program.”
Falcon only works with open adoptions.
“They met the family and started
forming a relationship with them. They
and their families became very close to
this adoptive family; the birth mom even
went to college in the town they lived in.
I continued providing counseling to this
birth mom for a year and a half after the
birth of her child.
“I know that this birth mom struggled with
her emotions for quite a while after the birth

n a country where an estimated
3,500 babies are aborted every
day, an estimated two million
couples are waiting to adopt a
child.
Enter Catholic Charities of
Southwest Kansas. Catholic
Charities opens its hearts and its
hands to: anyone who is pregnant
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and relinquishment of her child. It takes
approximately a year for them to really go
through the grieving process. I think that the
counseling helped her to get through those
difficult times.”
The Teen Moms program, which was
introduced to the Diocese of Dodge City by
Falcon in 2000, is designed to restore the
promise, possibilities, and, not to mention,
the sense of fun into the life of a teenager
who is a parent.
“Part of our ministry – of all the ministries
of Catholic Social Service – is to be there for
people in need, for any person, including a

and struggling to learn to
understand, accept and support
her child; a birthparent who has
chosen the adoption process; and
parents seeking to adopt a child.
Gone are the days when a
newborn was taken from the
birthmother never to be seen
again, their lives a mystery

pregnant teen who doesn’t have a neutral
place to go. As a Church, we are supposed to
help and serve in any way we can.”
Titsworth encourages families or
individuals who want to learn more about
adoption to go to visit catholicsocialservice.
org/services/adoption, or contact Titsworth
at ltitsworth@catholicsocialservice.org, or
by phone at 620-792-1393. You can contact
Amy Falcon at afalcon.catholicsocialservice.
org, or (620) 227-1590.

to one another. Through the
Catholic Charities Open Adoption
Program, birthparents remain
a part of the child’s life. In an
atmosphere of mutual love, the
adoptive parents raise the child
in the loving embrace of family,
while the birthparent(s) remains
to offer loving support.

How is the appeal
supporting adoption?
The Vibrant Ministries -- Uniting
Our Church appeal supports the
many works of mercy by Catholic
Charities of Southwest Kansas,
including their efforts in helping
parents who are seeking to adopt
a child, as well as providing
guidance for those individuals
seeking adoptive parents.
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It took the most innocent, helpless life
to show avowed atheist the Light
By DAVE MYERS
Southwest Kansas Catholic
o ingrained was her atheism, that
while only in the fourth grade,
Jennifer Fulwiler quietly moved all
the bibles in her school library from the
religion section to the fiction section.
“I was always an atheist, from earliest
childhood,” Fulwiler told thousands of
college-age youth at the national SEEK
conference in Indianapolis (see Page 3).
“My father was an atheist. I didn’t ever
wonder if God might exist. I never said
a prayer just in case. …It just seemed
kind of obvious: You only believe in what
you can prove. I believe this microphone
exists because I’m holding it. How can
you believe in something there is no
material evidence of?”
Fulwiler was one of several guest
speakers at the annual conference Jan.
3-7. Among the 17,000 youth attending
from around the country were 26
students from the Catholic Diocese of
Dodge City, including diocese Director
of Youth Ministry, Adam Urban, and
Director of Young Adult Ministry, Gentry
Heimerman.
“Modern atheism is very well
branded,” Fulwiler explained. “It is
branded as well as Gucci and Tommy
Hilfilger. It’s branded as being for the
inteligencia. Smart people are atheists,
right? People who question assumptions.
Highly educated scientists and engineers.
“I adopted the view that’s very
common in atheism: scientism.
Everything must be provable by the
scientific method. I clung to that because
it was safe. It’s safer to say that I don’t
believe in this extra stuff. I’ll never be
vulnerable, never risk looking dumb.”
She took her atheism to college. It was
part of her identity, she said. So, when
she learned that the guy she had fallen
in love with was a believer, it blew her
mind.
“When I found out he believed in God, I
was shocked! My husband ended up going
to Yale, graduating in three years with
honors, then to Columbia Law School,
then Stanford Business School where he
earned a masters in computer science.
“So, when I found out he believed in
God, I said, ‘But you’re smart! That’s so
weird!’
“Then it got even weirder! He said
he believed in Jesus, which seemed so
absolutely crazy to me! He said, ‘I don’t
go to church, I don’t read the Bible, I
rarely pray. But, I’ll tell you this. I was
baptized [in the Baptist Church] when I
was 13 years old. When I came up from
those baptismal waters, I encountered
something. I encountered someone.
… I know that I encountered the living

S

What is truth?

So ingrained was her
atheism, that while only in
the fourth grade, Jennifer
Fulwiler quietly moved all
the bibles in her school
library from the religion
section to the ﬁction
section.
person of Jesus Christ when I was
baptized, and I will never deny that. No
one can every take that away from me.’”
Fulwiler was shown for the first time
that you can be a reasonable, intelligent
person and still believe in things that
can’t be proven by the scientific method.
She didn’t immediately abandon her
atheism.
Then came the birth of her first child.
“It was a shattering experience to be a
part of a vulnerable new life,” she said. “I
looked at this baby and I said, I know that
the love that I feel for this child—the love
that has come into my family since his
birth—has a source that is external to the
neurons in our brain. I can’t prove this.
But I know more than I know anything
else in the world that this love is real, and
if the whole world blew up tomorrow,
this love would still exist.
“And that was the moment I let go of
atheism.”
The couple believed in God and in his
Son, Jesus, but they had no faith center.
In fact, when they were married, their
common beliefs included an expressed
anti-Catholicism.
In their search for faith fulfillment,
the couple decided to allow themselves
to examine the Catholic Church, certain
they would find reason to dismiss it.
“When we studied what the Church
actually believes, it was like we found
the owners manual to the human soul,”
Fulwiler said. “This Church knows us
better than we know ourselves! … This
Church had been saying the same truth
for age after age as empire after empire
has fallen away around it. We said, We
see the fingerprints of God here. We see
things human beings can’t do on their
own. At the Easter Vigil 2007, both Joe
and I became Catholic.”
Later, when they had their
child baptized, Fulwiler began an
introspection. How did I get here? she
asked herself as she looked back on her
unlikely journey.
“I opened a drawer and to the front
slid a long narrow box. It was my
baptism candle. I had been baptized in a
Catholic Church when I was six months

“When we studied what the Church actually believes,
it was like we found the owners manual to the
human soul. This Church knows us better than we
know ourselves! … This Church had been saying the
same truth for age after age as empire after empire
has fallen away around it.”

Jennifer Fulwiler
old (as per the wishes of a dying
grandparent).
“The moment the priest said
the words of baptism and poured
waters on my head when I was
a baby, I was sealed with an
indelible mark of belonging to
Christ. Even a life of atheism
could not take that away.
“You will have moments
when you doubt your faith,” she
concluded. “You might fall away,
have difficult times, but you can
always count on the grace of your
baptism to guide you home.”

“Truth is not a concept.
Truth is a person. It is
the living person of Jesus
Christ. And if you think of
your search for spiritual
truth as something you just
read about in books—as
data you evaluate—you
will never fully understand
what it is to encounter the
truth. The process of finding
spiritual truth is closer to
the process of falling in
love. Yes, you have to bring
your mind and reason to it,
but at the end of the day
you have to approach it
with humility, vulnerability,
and the willingness to
encounter another person.”
-- Jennifer Fulwiler
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ASHINGTON-Archbishop
abortion not only destroys the
Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas
life of an innocent child, but
City called on the faithful “to
it wounds and scars mothers
pray for an end to the human rights
and fathers...in reality, the welfare
abuse of abortion, and for a culture of
of parents and their child are always
life, where through God’s grace all will
intimately linked.”
come to know they are made in His
Naumann also made it clear that
Divine Image.”
pro-life Catholics “are concerned
His statement on Jan. 18 marks the
about the life and dignity of the human
46th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
person wherever it is threatened
1973 U.S. Supreme Court decision
or diminished,” and highlighted the
legalizing abortion
sexual abuse
in all 50 states.
crisis within
“We are concerned about the Church as
Archbishop
the life and dignity of the an example of
Naumann, who
gave the opening
human person wherever it “grave injustice”
prayer at the
to this dignity.
is threatened or diminished. “The abuse
March for Life the
Anyone whose life is threatened of children or
same day, chairs
the Committee
and anyone whose human minors upends
on Pro-Life
the pro-life
dignity
is
disrespected
have
a
Activities of the
ethic,” the
U.S. Conference of claim on our hearts.”
Archbishop
Catholic Bishops.
explained,
-- Kansas City Archbishop Joseph because it is
“Protecting
Naumann, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ an “egregious
the life of the
conference pro-life committee offense against
unborn children is
the pre-eminent
the dignity of
human rights issue of our time, not
the human person.”
only because of the sheer magnitude
The Archbishop spoke of a Church
of the numbers, but because abortion
“devastated by the scandal of sexual
attacks the sanctuary of life, the family,” misconduct by clergy and of past
wrote Archbishop Naumann. “Every
instances of the failure of bishops to
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respond with
compassion to
victims of abuse
and to protect
a d e q u a t e l y t h e members of their
flock.” He urged the Church and the
faithful to “seek justice for all of God’s
children.”
“We must do all we can to be God’s
witnesses of merciful love in the world,”
the Archbishop continued. “We know
and give thanks for the great dignity
God has given to us from the moment of

conception, to be made in his image. We
also must pray for the grace to remind
others of this inherent dignity, in our
words and in our actions.”
The Archbishop encouraged all
Catholics to take part in the National
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection
of the Unborn: “Let us pray that we can
be great and effective witnesses for
life, witnesses for love, witnesses for
mercy.”

Language matters
in the abortion debate
W
ashington D.C. (CNA) - The
language that people choose
to use in reference to unborn
children and ideological opponents is at
the crux of the abortion debate, a pro-life
Democrat argued in a New York Times
op-ed this week.
“The struggle in the abortion debate is,
in many ways, a struggle over language,”
wrote Charles C. Camosy, who serves
on the advisory board for pro-life group
Democrats for Life and is an associate
professor at Fordham University.
“For example, I am pro-life. I strongly
support rights and protections for
mothers and children, including
prenatal children, and other vulnerable
populations. I want to see the laws of this
country protect these people as well. In
my view, this makes me pro-life. That’s
why I use the phrase ‘prenatal child’
where other people would say ‘fetus,’”
he said.
However, in the view of pro-choice
people and of many mainstream
media outlets, “I am not pro-life; I am
anti-abortion. This language allows
critics to dismiss me and fellow prolifers as single-issue obsessives, which
we are not.”
Camosy noted that in recent years,
those in favor of legal abortion have
shifted their language from more neutral
words like “autonomy” and “choice” and
have used stronger, “stigma-defying”
words that refer to abortion as “care” or
as a “family value” or something about
which one should shout.
Language choice becomes even more
harmful when it is used as a tactic to
dehumanize the unborn, he said. “The
New York Times editorial board, for
instance, recently used the phrase
‘clusters of cells that have not yet
developed into viable human beings,’
in a discussion of rights being extended
to a fetus in the womb, or what I call a
prenatal child.
“Language like this ignores the fact
that each of us once existed as ‘clusters
of cells that have not yet developed into
viable human beings.’ It seeks to hide
the fact that by the time most surgical
abortions take place, a prenatal child
has electrical activity in the brain and a
beating heart,” Camosy wrote.
Other terms used to dehumanize the
unborn include: “tissue,” “part of the
mother,” “parasite,” and “potential life,”

he noted.
These words are biased because they
are not used to refer to the unborn
outside of an abortion context, he added.
The word “baby” is used for almost
everything else - doctor’s visits, baby
showers, baby bumps, etc.
“We have shifted our language
in ways that hide the dignity of the
vulnerable, in this instance and on
issues far from the abortion debate as
well,” Camosy said, which “deadens
one’s capacity to show concern for
those who need it most.”
This language shifting, which objectifies
humans and seeks to decrease their
dignity, is part of what Pope Francis calls
the “throwaway culture,” he noted.
Often, when Pope Francis speaks of
the throwaway culture, he is referring to
unbridled consumerism which dismisses
the human dignity of those considered
inconvenient, Camosy said, but Francis
typically reserves his strongest words on
the subject for the topic of abortion.
Research from Rehumanize
International, a pro-life group,
“has found tragic patterns in which
marginalized populations are referred
to as sub-humans, defective humans,
parasites — and in the process become
thought of as objects, things and
products.”
This is limited not to unborn children,
but to other vulnerable populations like
immigrants, racial minorities, the elderly,
people with disabilities, and prisoners,
among others, he wrote.
Immigrants have also been dismissed
or dehumanized using terms such as
“illegals,” “swarms” of “undesirables,”
“parasites,” or even “rapists” and
“animals,” Camosy said.
He urged everyone who has genuine
concern for vulnerable people to resist
the urge to use dehumanizing language
“intended to confirm biases and serve
the interests of those who hold power
over the weak.”
“If we are to avoid the hopelessly stale
culture-war debates of the 1970s, then
we must refuse the false choice between
supporting vulnerable women and
protecting vulnerable prenatal children,”
he said.
“It will mean genuinely wrestling with
the complexity of doing both. And it will
mean engaging the arguments of our
perceived opponents in good faith.”

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

January 27, 2019 Page 9

The Clergy Abuse Crisis: Didn’t We Fix This?

(Part III)

A look at the progress the Church has made — and where we go from here
Editor’s Note: Bishop John Brungardt has asked that
the SKC continue to bring articles and commentary about
the ongoing priestly abuse crisis to the fore in the ultimate
hope that never again does a child or an adult become a
victim of abuse, and that those who have been abused
seek healing in the Loving Lord.
The following is Part III of a three-part series.
By Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti
Msgr. Rossetti is a priest of the Diocese of Syracuse, New
York, and president emeritus of the Saint Luke Institute. He
teaches at the Catholic University of America. In 2016, he
was named a consultor to the Pontifical Commission for
the Protection of Minors.
t root, the crisis is about priests not fully living
celibate chastity, and it is about Church leaders
abusing their authority. The true antidote to the
crisis is a complete chastity of heart and an absolute
humility. There have only been two who have successfully
and fully done so: Jesus and Mary. The rest of us are
contributing, in some way, to a sinful Church.
At the outset, rather than pointing to bishops or priests
or the media or attorneys general or the left wing or the
right wing or homosexuality or celibacy or anyone or
anything that we believe is the culprit, we priests might
begin with the old-fashioned Christian approach and look
within. In what ways am I not chaste of heart? In what
ways do I abuse the authority entrusted to me? What can
I change about myself that might make things better?

A

The Call to Sanctity

The calling of priests today is loud and clear. We are
called to live our priestly vocations with complete integrity
and a holiness seemingly reserved in past ages to the great
saints. Mediocrity, if it ever was an option, is not enough
today. Priests must be completely faithful to celibate
chastity in mind and in body. Bishops must govern with a
searing humility and a fully transparent accountability.
Looking ahead, perhaps after a couple more decades
of thrashing in the media and its finances being stripped
away by civil suits, the Church of tomorrow will be very
humble and very much poorer. This may not be all bad.
Then we certainly will see Jesus on the cross.
An important part of the higher levels of sanctity is
embracing one’s crosses. It is not enough simply to accept
them. We must embrace these crosses and give thanks.
Only madmen or great saints give thanks for those who
persecute them or slander them. But this is precisely what
Jesus asks of us: “Love your enemies, and pray for those
who persecute you” (Mt 5:44).
I think one of the best spiritual practices that I have done
in recent years is to pray for those whom I judge negatively
or who judge me so. When they curse me, I try to respond
with a blessing and a Hail Mary. These days, I am saying
a lot of Hail Marys! But I feel incredibly freer inside. It is
a great grace to give up our hurts and our angers. When

we embrace the cross, we are truly free.
Just as important: Don’t give away your joy. In my
studies of priesthood, I have documented the high levels
of happiness, and indeed joy, of our priests. Paradoxically,
this joy can and actually is flourishing in the midst of our
public pain and shame. It is tempting to succumb to a
negative view of anything or everything. It is tempting to
see a dour priesthood as something holy and proper today.
This is a false sense of sanctity.
We are joyful, not because of any false optimism but
because of the indwelling of a God who is madly in love
with us. Our joy is the Spirit that wells up in our hearts
and cannot be suppressed. It is this joyful Spirit that is
an authentic sign of God’s presence for which the people
thirst. In the wake of all that has and will transpire, be
joyful and be holy.
I was speaking to a wonderful priest, mentor and beloved
pastor this morning. He is recovering from a serious fall,
and when he returned from the hospital there were four
large boxes of get-well cards waiting. He said, “The people
still love their priests.” Yes, indeed. The gates of hell will
not prevail against it.

Standing with Victims

If anyone sexually abuses a minor, it is a terrible tragedy.
All the more so if the perpetrator is a Catholic priest. Pope
Benedict XVI rightly called it “filth” and Pope Francis likened it
to a “black Mass.” If we only try to stop abuse in the Church,
we priests are missing an essential calling from the Lord.
Jesus loved the children and said we must be like them
to inherit his kingdom. He spent his ministry among those
who were poor and suffering. Why is it that we are not
identified as walking with the victims? When victims of
abuse gather, why are we not among them giving our
support and bringing Christ’s healing? We are meant
to be their voice when they are voiceless and their
advocates when the system will not listen.
There are signs that things are changing. No longer do
I hear priests or bishops debating the adoption of zero
tolerance. We love our brothers, but when they abuse a
child, they can no longer function as priests. Period.
Also, the years of child-safe education are working.
Bishops and priests are becoming more and more aware
and sensitive to the real pain of victims. The child-safe
program is really a program of conversion for us all. It is a
program designed to change hearts. During these recent
months, many, many clergy are calling for prayers for
victims and their families, and they pray for them with a
heartfelt commitment.
More and more, I sense that the priests and bishops
finally do get it. Our hearts are changing. The Church
leadership slowly is coming around to standing in the
victims’ corner. We are not there yet, but the tide is
turning. The Church united with the victims will be a
powerful force for change. This is our calling. But we are
not there yet.

‘This Sin Must
Never Again
Be Found In
Our Midst’
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano of
Bridgeport, Connecticut, spoke during
the recent Synod of Bishops on Young
People, the Faith and Vocational
Discernment at the Vatican. In his
address, he spoke about the ongoing
abuse scandal:

“It is both a crime and a
sin that has undermined the
confidence and trust that
young people must have in
the Church’s leaders and the
Church as an institution, so
that they may again trust their
priests and bishops to exercise
true spiritual fatherhood, serve
as adult figures in their lives and
as authentic mentors of faith.
The instrumentum laboris speaks
insightfully of young people’s
growing disaffection with civil and
social institutions and their desire
to address issues of discrimination
and exploitation. Building upon
this, we must continue to face
courageously and honestly the
betrayal of young people by clerics
to whom they were entrusted. This
sin must never again be found in our
midst. Only in this way can the youth
of the world believe our synodal call
to offer them reassurance, comfort,
hope, and belonging.”

Do you know the Catholic Church?

S

ome time ago, a family I know
announced on Facebook that they
were leaving the Catholic Church because
of the priestly abuse crisis.
What they didn’t mention in the post
is that they hadn’t been to Mass in 25
years.
I know that the frustration is real,
and so is the anger. I know that the sins
are horrific. I know that the priests who
instigated these crimes—and the hierarchy
who protected them—should be held
accountable, prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.
Victim-survivors need justice; they need
counseling; they need healing.
Boz Tchividjian is the founder of
GRACE (Godly Response to Abuse in

the Christian Environment). A former
prosecutor who teaches law at Liberty
University in Lynchburg, Virginia,
Tchividjian has prosecuted hundreds of
child abuse cases.
“‘I was encountering victim-survivors
who were absolutely eviscerated as
a result of disclosing abuse in the
Protestant church,’ Tchividjian says, ‘and
the long-term damage is sometimes
more from how the church responded, or
failed to respond, than the abuse itself,’”
read a report on Shoebat.com, quoting
Tchividjian.
Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
I’m not sharing this information to
undermine abuse by Catholic priests,
shift attention, or to somehow lessen the

— Dave Myers
crimes against hundreds of vulnerable
children by clergy.
The point is, turning to another
denomination will not remove you from
the reality of sin, it will only remove you
from the beauty and fullness of Christ’s
church founded 2,000 years ago.
The article continues: “All too often,
Tchividjian said, a pastor would come to
court in a supportive role, almost always
sitting on the perpetrator’s side of the
aisle, not the victims. ... Tchividjian began
to realize that he had a calling of his own:
to teach the Protestant church to be part
of the solution, instead of part of the
problem.”
Perhaps for the family I know who left
the Catholic Church, the abuse crisis was

more of an excuse. I highly doubt that
this family will begin attending services
of another denomination, when, as
Catholics, they hadn’t worshiped in a
faith community for a long time.
I would advise them to realize that the
sin of this evil exists beyond the doors of
their Catholic Church.
I want to urge this family, Don’t
abandon the Church! Make it better!
Become involved! Be a part of the parish
community! And educate yourself to
safeguard your children in all areas of
their lives, not just at Church.
To know—to really know—the Catholic
Faith is to love her!
Perhaps that’s what this family doesn’t
understand.
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Jóvenes locales entre 17,000
estudiantes buscando a Cristo

al fue la energía enérgica
en la conferencia SEEK para
estudiantes universitarios
en Indianápolis, que para aquellos
jóvenes locales que asistieron por
primera vez, “fue como beber de
una boca de incendio”, señaló
Adam Urban, Director del Ministerio
Juvenil.
Entre los 17,000 jóvenes
universitarios reunidos en
Indianápolis del 3 al 7 de enero para
la conferencia anual, había un grupo
de 26 estudiantes del suroeste de
Kansas.
“Cuando se reúne a tantos
jóvenes, la energía es realmente
alta”, dijo Urban, quien asistió al
evento con el Director del Ministerio
de Jóvenes Adultos, Gentry
Heimerman. “Muchos jovenes se
sentian inundados. Tanto les estaba

impactando”.
Organizados por FOCUS
(Fraternidad de Estudiantes
Universitarios Católicos), estos
26 estudiantes y sus 17,000
compañeros estaban allí para ser
empoderados: empoderados para
discernir qué dirección les gustaría

que tomen sus vidas; empoderados
para organizar y participar en
estudios bíblicos en su comunidad
universitaria; y a través de las
conferencias de música, oración,
charlas y sesiones de trabajo,
empoderados a acercarse cada vez
más a Cristo y a sus hijos en la tierra.

Tomó al ser más inocente e indefenso para
mostrar la Luz a quien se declaraba ateo
Por daVe Myers
tenía 13 años. Cuando salí de esas aguas bautismales,
Southwest Kansas Catholic
encontré algo. Me encontré con alguien. ... Sé que me
staba tan arraigado su ateísmo, que
encontré con la persona viva de Jesucristo cuando
mientras estaba en cuarto grado, Jennifer
me bauticé, y nunca lo negaré “.
Fulwiler movió en silencio todas las
Por primera vez Fulwiler pudo comprobar que se
biblias de la biblioteca de su escuela de la
puede ser una persona razonable e inteligente y
sección de religión a la sección de ficción.
aún creer en cosas que no pueden ser probadas
“Siempre fui atea, desde la infancia”,
por el método científico.
dijo Fulwiler a miles de jóvenes en edad
Pero no abandonó de inmediato su
universitaria en la conferencia nacional
ateísmo.
SEEK para jóvenes en edad universitaria
Luego vino el nacimiento de su primer
en Indianápolis, del 3 al 7 de enero. “Mi
hijo.
padre era ateo. Nunca me pregunté
“Fue una experiencia conmovedora
si Dios podría existir. Nunca dije una
ser parte de una nueva vida vulnerable”,
oración por si acaso. ... Parecía algo
dijo. “Miré a este bebé y dije: Sé que el
obvio: solo crees en lo que puedes
amor que siento por este niño, el amor
comprobar “.
que ha llegado a mi familia desde su
Fulwiler fue una de los varios
nacimiento, tiene una fuente externa
Jennifer Fulwiler
conferenciantes invitados en la conferencia
a las neuronas de nuestro cerebro. No
anual del 3 al 7 de enero. Entre los 17,000 jóvenes que puedo comprobar esto. Pero sé más que ninguna otra cosa
asistieron de todo el país, había 27 estudiantes de la Diócesis en el mundo que este amor es real, y si todo el mundo
Católica de Dodge City.
explotara mañana, este amor seguiría existiendo.
Ella llevó su ateísmo a la universidad. Era parte de su
“Y ese fue el momento en que dejé ir el ateísmo”.
identidad, dijo ella. Entonces, cuando se enteró de que
En su búsqueda del cumplimiento de la fe, decidieron
el chico del que se había enamorado era un creyente, se permitirse examinar a la Iglesia Católica, con la certeza de
asombró mucho.
que encontrarían razones para descartarla.
“Cuando me enteré de que él creía en Dios, ¡me
“Cuando estudiamos lo que realmente cree la Iglesia,
sorprendió mucho! Mi esposo terminó yendo a Yale, fue como si hubiéramos encontrado el manual del
graduándose en tres años con honores, luego a la Escuela propietario para el alma humana”, dijo Fulwiler. “¡Esta
de Leyes de Colombia, luego a la Escuela de Comercio Iglesia nos conoce mejor que nosotros mismos! ... Esta
de Stanford donde obtuvo una maestría en ciencias de Iglesia había estado diciendo la misma verdad siglo tras
computación.
siglo mientras ha caido imperio tras imperio alrededor
“Entonces, cuando descubrí que él creía en Dios, dije:” de ella. Dijimos, aquí vemos las huellas de Dios. Veo
¡Pero eres inteligente! ¡Eso es tan raro!’
cosas que los seres humanos no pueden hacer por sí
“Dijo: ‘No voy a la iglesia, no leo la Biblia, rara vez rezo. mismos. En la Vigilia Pascual de 2007, tanto Joe como
Pero, te diré esto. Me bauticé [en la Iglesia Bautista] cuando yo nos convertimos en católicos”.

E

Protegiendo a los Niños de Dios
La Diócesis requiere a todos los empleados y voluntarios que trabajan con
menores a asistir a las sesiones de conscientización de Proteger a los Niños
de Dios. Estas sesiones de conscientización están disponibles en ambos
inglés y español. Son conducidos por gente de nuestra Diócesis especialmente entrenadas como facilitadores. Las sesiones se publicarán en las
parroquias, escuelas, el períodico Southwest Kansas Catholic y la página
electrónica de la Diócesis. www.dcdiocese.org/protectingchildren.

PASOS PARA CREAR UN
AMBIENTE SEGURO
1. Conozca la señales de advertencia
2. Controle el acceso
3. Vigile todos los ministerios y programas
4. Esté al tanto del comportamiento de los
niños y jóvenes
5. Comunique sus preocupaciones

Depresión
Buscando ayuda
un ciego callejón

N

o es infrecuente.
Con la nieve, con
las nubes bajas y la
niebla, con los días grises y
fríos, no es raro que la gente
se encuentre en un estado
de depresión.
Volviendo al siglo XIII, e
incluso al XVII, esa palabra
significa un estado mental
oscuro, deprimido. Incluso Por rev.
sugiere que una persona
RONALD M.
está en las garras de la mano
dura del miedo paralizante. GILMORE,
Nos hace retroceder, evitar Obispo Emérito de
salir, para hacer lo que la Diócesis Católica
debemos hacer.
de Dodge City
Hay tres cosas que
normalmente hacemos cuando nos
encontramos atrapados en tal estado.
Alcanzamos la puerta del refrigerador y
comemos alimentos que realmente no
necesitamos ni queremos. Tomamos
el control remoto de la televisión, y nos
perdemos en el entretenimiento sin sentido.
Tomamos el teléfono inteligente y nos
arrastramos al pantano de la curiosidad
desenfrenada.
Empeoran nuestro estado de ánimo, estas
tres cosas, y no hacen nada para sacarnos
de ese desánimo original. Nos ayudan a
escondernos de los problemas más profundos
que nos aquejan.
No se fíen de mi palabra. Miren su propia
experiencia. ¿Cuántas veces se han rendido
a una, o a todas estas tres cosas? Lea esas
líneas retorcidas. ¿Me llevaron a liberarme
de mi depresión? ¿O me dejaron más hundido
en ella?
Crean en lo que leen.

“Empeoran nuestro estado de
ánimo, estas tres cosas, y no
hacen nada para sacarnos de ese
desánimo original. Nos ayudan
a escondernos de los problemas
más profundos que nos aquejan.”

Reportando Abuso
Si usted sospecha abuso o descuido de un menor en
Kansas y el menor esta en un peligro inmediato hable
al 911 o al departamento de policía local. Si usted
tiene alguna sospecha de que un menor esta siendo
abusado o descuidado haga un reporte confidencial
al Departamento de Kansas Centro de Reportes Para
Protección de Niños y Familias, 800-922-5330.
Si usted Sospecha abuso por parte de personal d la
Iglesia, aparte de hacer un reporte a esas autoridades
civiles, por favor comuníquese con el Señor Charles
Befort, crbefort@cox.net, 620-285-3219. Si usted o
alguien que conoce pudo haber sido abusado/a por
parte de personal de la Iglesia, comuníquese con el
Señor Befort. Puede hacer un reporte a la Diócesis en
nuestro sitio web.
El formulario para hacer su reporte lo puede
encontrar en la siguiente dirección:
www.dcdiocese.org/safe-environment.
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Miles marchan en celebración de La alegría de vivir

e reunieron en las
llanuras del suroeste
de Kansas la fría
mañana del 16 de enero,
aproximadamente dos
horas y media antes de que
saliera el sol, para abordar
un autobús que comenzaría
un viaje de 25 horas a
Washington, D.C.
Mientras las estrellas
brillaban intensamente,
el obispo John Brungardt
extendió su mano, rezando
por los más de 50 peregrinos
antes de que se subieran a
un autobús.
“Tuvimos algunos
problemas mecánicos
menores con el autobús,
nada que algunos ingeniosos
agricultores no pudieron
manejar, pero nos retrasaron un
poco”, escribió un participante
en el sitio de Facebook de la
diócesis.
El clima brumoso en todo
Kansas, así como la llovizna
helada en Indiana y Ohio,
ralentizaron aún más al grupo,
pero no pudo contener la
anticipación que sentían al
acercarse cada vez más a la
capital de la nación.
“El Peregrinaje de Marcha por
la Vida es mucho más que un
paseo por Constitution Avenue”,
dijeron los participantes Tom

M

ira, en mis palmas te llevo
tatuada” (Isaías 49,16).
¡Qué imagen tan maravillosa! Mi favorito es "me tejiste en
el seno materno. " (Salmo 139,13).
Dios está tan personalmente involucrado en nuestras vidas, desde la
concepción hasta la muerte natural
y más allá - ¡qué alegría nos da! Algunos ejemplos:

y Lisa Ridder a Southwest
Kansas Catholic. “La Marcha
es inspiradora en sí misma por
los números que marchan de
manera respetuosa y pacífica
por una causa que afecta tan
profundamente a nuestra nación
y sus ciudadanos.
“La marcha de este año
parecía mucho más numerosa
que en años anteriores”, señaló
la pareja. “El largo viaje de 25
horas en autobús estuvo lleno de
Liturgia de las Horas, Rosarios e
historias personales de la vida y
la reflexión sobre lo afortunados
que somos de vivir en un país
que nos permite estas libertades.
Es un viaje espiritual que tiene
un profundo impacto en aquellos

que asisten.
“Esperamos que el impulso
que se ha creado desde el
momento en que abordamos
el autobús no termine ahora
que estamos todos en casa y
en nuestras zonas de confort,”
escribieron los Ridders.
“Debemos continuar dando
testimonio de la vida, en todas
las etapas, desde la concepción
hasta la muerte natural. No
debemos tener miedo de
acercarnos a los necesitados
y, nuestra esperanza es que
algún día no tengamos que ir a
marchar, sino ir a celebrar el día
en que Roe v. Wade fue anulada
y que el aborto ya no sea legal en
Estados Unidos!”

-- Tom y Lisa Ridder

• Nuestros niños aprenden
sobre la fe, en casa, en la Escuela Católica, en la Escuela
de Religión de la Parroquia:
Enseñar a nuestros pequeños
sobre Jesús y su Iglesia Católica
es la tarea más importante de
sus padres amorosos. Todos
nosotros podemos ayudar con
esta formación, con nuestras
palabras y ejemplo. Nos regocijamos en la Semana de las
Escuelas Católicas del 27 de
enero al 2 de febrero.
• Nuestros inmigrantes y refugiados: Mis bisabuelos Brungardt eran alemanes del Volga
que viajaron a Kansas en la
década de 1870 para comenzar
una nueva vida, confiando fiel y
gozosamente en la providencia
de Dios. Que podamos dar la
bienvenida a nuevas familias a
nuestro bendito país.
• Nuestros familiares ancianos, feligreses y vecinos:
Recientemente visité a una
anciana cerca del final de su
vida terrenal. Recé con su
hija. Un tiempo desgarrador,
pero confiando en la resurrección de Jesús, un tiempo de
alegría. Que podamos consolar
a los que sufren una pérdida.

Participantes locales, santuario nacional Juan Pablo ii, washington, d.C.

“Debemos continuar dando
testimonio de la vida, en todas
las etapas, desde la concepción
hasta la muerte natural. No
debemos tener miedo de
acercarnos a los necesitados
y, nuestra esperanza es que
algún día no tengamos que ir
a marchar, sino ir a celebrar
el día en que Roe v. Wade fue
anulada y que el aborto ya no
sea legal en Estados Unidos!”

• Nuestros hermanitos en
el vientre, y sus mamás y
papás: Peregrinos dedicados
recientemente viajaron a la
Marcha por la Vida en Topeka,
y otro grupo a Washington D.C.
Rezaron y marcharon por la
vida, el precioso y alegre regalo
del Señor para nosotros.

Por rev. John B.
BRUNGARDT,
Obispo de la
Diócesis Católica
de Dodge City
En medio de una vida
llena de desafíos y sufrimiento, confiemos en
la presencia salvadora
de Dios. "El Señor te
prefiere a ti" (Isaías
62,4). ¡Él nos ama con
alegría!

Mi favorito es
"me tejiste
en el seno
materno."
(Salmo
139,13). Dios
está tan personalmente
involucrado
en nuestras
vidas, desde
la concepción hasta la
muerte natural y más allá
- ¡qué alegría
nos da!

Ver sus
direcciones
en la
página 8.
John Stang

Esteban
Jonathan
hernandez
Lemus
Por favor tomen un momento para escribir una carta de apoyo a nuestros seminaristas. Ellos han expresado lo grande que es para ellos saber que hay alguien
pensando en ellos y orando por ellos.

austin habash Tyler Saucedo Eric Frieb

o?

¿Tienen un minut
esteban hernandeZ
John STANG
austin haBash
Tyler SAUCEDO

St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210

Carson haupt

Eric FRIEB
Carson haUPt
Jonathan LEMUS

Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433
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eliZaBeth “Betty” Carol
BRUNGARDT, 70, died Nov. 15,
2018. She was born in Garden
City, the daughter of Tony and
Emma E. (Danler) Brungardt.
She attended St. Mary Catholic
Grade School, Abe Hubert Jr.
High School and graduated from
Garden City High School. Betty
worked for 26 years at Pizza Hut
Delivery. She also worked as a
babysitter for nieces, nephews,
and friends and was a caregiver
for her mother. Survivors include

three brothers, Ronald, Donald
and James; and several nieces,
nephews, and cousins. Father
Juan Salas presided.
Mary e. king, 92, of
the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City,
died Jan. 5, 2019. She was born
in El Paso, Texas, the daughter
of James and Mary (Adams)
Ryan. She earned her B.A. degree
at Texas College of Mines and
Metallurgy, now the University
of Texas at El Paso, and taught

FORD COUNTY FEEDYARD, INC.
OFFICE

369-2252 or 227-8647
Ford, Kansas
Mgr. Danny Herrmann 369-2255
Cattle Sales & Procurement

FEEDING CATTLE IS OUR BUSINESS
Largest
Selection of

Catholic Gifts & Books
in the Midwest

RELIGIOUS GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA & Wedding

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
M-F 8:30am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm

(816) 363-2828
Visit our online catalog at:

www.idonnelly.com

high school history and coached
volleyball while working in the
family lumber yard in Fabens,
Texas. On February 24, 1952 she
married Charles R. King in Fabens.
He preceded her in death in
1988. The family lived in various
locations in Kansas, Nebraska,
Oklahoma, and Texas while
Charles followed his career as a
civil engineer. Mary is survived
by her daughters, Marilyn King
and Deborah Snapp; her son,
Greg King; three grandsons; and
her sister, Helen Drake. Father
Wesley Schawe presided.
keVin F. roBerts, 79, of Prince
of Peace Parish at St. Patrick
Church, Great Bend, died Jan.
8, 2019. He was born in Topeka
to Frank and Elizabeth (Smith)
Roberts. He married Hilda Means,
Jan. 28, 1967 at Iola. Coming from
Pittsburgh in 1969, Kevin was a
math teacher for Harrison Middle
School and Great Bend High
School until he retired in 2001.
He coached wrestling for Harrison
Junior High. Survivors include his
wife, Hilda; a daughter, Carrie
Rivera; a brother Giles Roberts;
and two grandchildren. Father
Louis Hoang presided.
helen M. kaiser, 88, of
St. John the Evangelist Parish,
Hoisington, died Jan. 7, 2019. She
was born in Odin to Alois F. and
Regina (Hermann) Prosser. On
Oct. 10, 1950, she married Frank
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S. Kaiser in Odin. He preceded
her in death on Dec. 30, 2001. A
longtime resident of Hoisington,
Frank and Helen were former
managers of the Dairy Queen.
Helen was active in many aspects
of church, including the Altar
Society, Parish Bible Study, as
a Eucharistic Minister, in RCIA,
Renew Program, and the Parish
Council. She was also a Dominican
Associate, a former member of
Daughters of Isabella of Claflin,
a member of the American Eagle
Club and the V.F.W. Auxiliary. She
is survived by children, Cletus J.
Kaiser; Timothy D. Kaiser, and
Gina A. Streetman; and seven
grandchildren.
FranCes ann Prosser, 89,
of Holy Family Parish, Odin, died
Jan. 7, 2019. She was born in Odin
to John B. and Regina (Schmidt)
Werner. She married Norbert J.
“Bones” Prosser, Sept. 8, 1955
at Odin. He died Jan. 18, 2016. A
long time Odin resident, Frances
was a homemaker, farmer and
rancher. She was a member of
the Holy Family Catholic Church,
Daughters of Isabella and Altar
Society. Being a dedicated
member of Holy Family Catholic
Church, she devoted many hours
to various activities, such as
decorating the Church. Survivors
include, two sons, Abe and Zack;
two daughters, Vicki Kaiser and
and Missi Prosser; one brother,

Tony Werner; two sisters, Loretta
Rutherford and Irene Werner;
eight grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren, Victor
DeMartino, Samuel DeMartino,
Abigail Finn and Samantha Finn.
Father Don Bedore presided.
Jayne anne (klUg) Boese,
55, of Holy Family Parish, Odin,
died Jan.11, 2019. She was born
in Hoisington, the daughter of
Leo L. and Anna M. (Werner)
Klug. She was a beautician and
ran The Beauty Shop in Odin for
many years. She also worked as a
CNA at Clara Barton Hospital. On
May 22, 2009, she married Brad
Boese. He survives, along with
her children, Steven Cole Dutton,
Tanner Lee Klug, Alyvia Jayne Bell;
stepchildren, Kristin Wemmer,
Audrey Boese, Samantha Boese;
seven siblings, Linda Klug, Phyllis
Klug, David Klug, Bill Klug, Dale
Klug, John Klug, and Leonard Klug;
and seven grandchildren.
Vernon haMMeke, 84, of
St. Joseph Parish, Ellinwood,
died Jan. 10, 2019. He was born
to David and Frances (Sprinker)
Hammeke. Vernon served in
the US Army from 1957-1959.
He later married Louise Penka
on May 2, 1964.Vernon was
a lifetime Ellinwood resident,
where he worked as a Farmer
and Cattleman. He counted more
than 50 years of service with the
Knights of Columbus. Survivors

Angelus to Xavier

Catholic Place Names in Kansas
Obvious & Obscure

a book by diocesan archivist tim wenzl
Jean De La Fontaine
Lafontaine, also La Fontaine (Wilson County) – The
namesake for this community, west of Neodesha, could be
one of either two Catholic men: Jean De La Fontaine or Chief
Francis Topeah La Fontaine.
Jean De La Fontaine (1621-1695) was a French poet who studied briefly
for the priesthood at the Seminary of Saint-Magloire in Paris. La Fontaine
is best known for five books of fables collected from Western and Eastern
sources and adapted into French free verse. During the last months of his life
he wrote translations of the Psalms and other pious works. He is buried in the
cemetery of the Holy Innocents in Paris.
Chief Francis Topeah La Fontaine (1810-1847) was the last principal chief
of the unified Miami tribe who oversaw the split that sent half of the tribe
to eastern Kansas. He accompanied the western tribe to Kansas in 1847 but
died during his return trip to Indiana. He is buried in Mt. Calvary Cemetery
near Huntington, Indiana. After his wife Catherine died in 1849, the youngest
children were placed in care of the Catholic Church; the sons were educated at
the University of Notre Dame as payment for a mortgage Francis had granted
the school to keep it financially stable.
Chief La Fontaine
available now at amazon.com and Catholic/Christian bookstores. Mail order available through the
Cathedral gift store by contacting the author at twenzl@dcdiocese.org.
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include his wife, Louise Hammeke; sons,
Mark and Mathew; brothers, Robert
and Richard; sisters, Ethel Ringwald,
Alice Fountain, Eleanor Bauer; in-laws,
Angie Hammeke, Bob Penka, and Mary
Whitson; and five grandchildren.
RONALD JOE FERGUSON, 73, of Sacred
Heart Parish, Ness City, died Jan. 15,
2019. He was born in Ness City, the son of
Rex and Pauline (Foos) Ferguson. He was
a United States Army Veteran, and was
the owner and operator Ron’s Standard
and Ferguson Heating and Air. He
married Erma Gabel on Sept. 7, 1968. She
survives, along with son, Jason; sister,
Nancy Ferguson; and granddaughter,
Kaitlyn Ferguson. He was preceded in
death by his son, Heath Ferguson.
INEZ WASINGER, 90, of Sacred Heart
Parish, Ness City, died Jan. 11, 2019. She
was born to Edward and Mary (Leiker)
Vogel on her parents’ farm in Ness
County. She graduated from Sacred
Heart Academy in Wichita. Inez married
Paul Wasinger on Sept. 27, 1948. They
were married for 70 years. Inez worked at
Bazine State Bank for 33 years as a teller.
She was a member of the Altar Society.
She is survived by her husband, Paul;
children, Paula Wasinger, Karen Weir,
and Rod Wasinger; six grandchildren
and 12 great-grandchildren; sisters, Vada
Stoecklein and Jeanette Coffman; sisterin-law, Carolyn Vogel; and daughter-inlaw, Jeanna Wasinger.
Cynthia d. “Cindy” garCia, 50, of
St. Mary Parish, Garden City, died Jan.
12, 2019. She was born in Garden City,
the daughter of Pete M. and Candie
(Blea) Garcia. Cindy worked various
jobs in retail sales in Garden City. She
participated in Special Olympics, and
in 1978 she participated in track events
at the National Special Olympics in
Atlanta, Georgia. Survivors include six
siblings, Deb Maestas, Marc Garcia,
JoAnn Farnsworth, Gary Garcia, Patrick
Garcia, and Sally Swaim; and many nieces
and nephews. Father Charles Seiwert
presided.
RONDA LEANN CONWAY, 66, of St.
Dominic Parish, Garden City, died Jan. 16,
2019. Ronda worked as an elementary
school teacher in Las Vegas, Garden
City, and Holcomb until her retirement
in 2015. On June 15, 1985, she married
Ronald A. Conway in Garden City. He
survives. Other survivors include four
children: John Conway, Jeff Conway,
Megan Bailes, and Melissa Conway;

her mother, Joyce Amanda Wolking; a
brother, Rodney LaMon Wolking; and eight
grandchildren. Father Warren Stecklein and
Father Wesley Schawe presided.
Bertha aliCia Parra, 69, of Sacred
Heart Parish, Pratt, died Jan. 18, 2019. She
was born in Durango, Mexico to Jesus and
Maria Rodriguez. On April 16, 1962, she
married Israel E. Parra. He preceded her in
death on Jan. 6, 2006. She is survived by her
children, Jason Parra, Lorena Parra-Kanady,
Elisabeth Parra and Scott Parra; sister,
Dora Rodriguez; brother, Pedro De Leon;
and 10 grandchildren. Father Michael Klag
presided.
oPal e. shaw, 97, of the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City, died
Jan. 13, 2019. She was born at Neodesha,
the daughter of Albert and Myrtle (Sherlock)
Pettyjohn. Opal grew up around Fredonia
and attended Fredonia Schools. She was
a waitress and cook at the Coney Island
Restaurant for many years and also owned
and operated A1 taxi service in Dodge City.
Opal is survived by her daughter, Judith
Schonhoff; two sons, Boyd A. Murphy and
Donald W. Murphy; 19 grandchildren;
43 great-grandchildren; 30 great-greatgrandchildren; and a brother, Clarence
Pettyjohn. Father Wesley Schawe presided.
FRANCES Y. BLEA, 94, of the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Dodge City,
died on Jan. 5, 2019. She and her husband,
Manuel Blea, Sr., were married for 70 years;
he preceded her in death in November of
2017. They had five children: Manuel Jr.,
Juanita Sanchez, Danny Blea, and Tyrone
Blea. Veronica Eberle preceded her parents
in death. She had nine grandchildren; and six
great-grandchildren. Of her 10 siblings, five
have preceded her in death.
roBert l. (BoB) Peter, 68, of St. Joseph
Parish, Ellinwood, died Jan. 17, 2019. He
was born in Great Bend, the son of Lorin
and Jean Peter. He was drafted into the U.S.
Army in 1970 spending most of his service
in Germany. On Sept. 6, 1970, he married
Jackie Glenn. Upon their return to the States,
he graduated from Emporia State in 1975
with a degree in secondary education and
then from Denver University of Law in 1978.
After receiving his law degree, he returned to
Barton County where he remained to serve
his home communities the rest of his life.
He began his law career in a small private
practice then joined Keenan Mach Keenan
law firm in Great Bend. He later partnered
with John Carpenter. After becoming the
Ellinwood city attorney, he opened a private
practice in Ellinwood. He also represented
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multiple other municipalities, school
districts and Barton Community College. In
addition to serving the community in those
capacities, he became the city manager in
2001 during which he was a driving force
in the development of the Kansas Power
Pool. He was an original member of the
first Board of Directors and was President
from 2010-2012. During his eight years
on the Board, he was the clear influential
voice for the setting of policies, programs,
investments and services to all member
cities. He was also an effective advocate
before the state legislature in Topeka and
Congress in Washington D.C. He served
with the Kansas Municipal Utilities in
varying capacities including President
from 2009 until his passing. He received
the APPA Larry Hobart Seven Hats Award
in 2014 and the KMU Schowalter Award in
2015. Throughout his law career, he served
many individuals, friends and family.
He wed Julie on August 13, 1998. She
survives along with his children, Lindsay
Cox, Kelly Peter, Cody McNorton and Kelli
Rous; five grandchildren; and brothers,
Rollie and Brad.
edith Bollig, 90, of Prince of Peace
Parish at St. Patrick Church, Great Bend, died
Jan. 17, 2019. She was born in LaCrosse to
Nicholas and Veronica (Legleiter) Herrman.
She married Richard Bollig Nov.14, 1949;
he died Feb. 16, 2018. Edith was the Vice
President at Security State Bank for 38
years before retiring. She was a member of
the Ladies Auxillary, Daughters of Isabella,
American Legion Argonne Post 180 and

VFW Auxillary Post 3111, all of Great
Bend. Survivors include, one daughter,
Sylvia Billinger; one son, Dale Bollig; five
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren;
two brothers, Marvin Herrman and Albert
Herrman; and one sister, Eleanor Moeder.
Father Ted Stoecklein presided.
Betty Jane herrMan, 89, of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish,
Dodge City, died Jan. 19, 2019. She was
born in Ensign, the daughter of Russell
W. and Melissa A. (Phillips) Pegram. On
Aug. 23, 1948 she married Lester James
Herrman. He preceded her in death on Nov.
5, 2002, after 54 years of marriage. Betty
was involved in the Kansas Genealogical
Society where she served as president,
corresponding secretary, executive director
and council member. Betty also published
a book that she wrote in honor of her
grandmother called “Lula’s Story.” Betty is
survived by two sons, Michael Kim Herrman
and Chris A. Herrman; one daughter, Lori
A. Wade; two brothers, Randy Pegram and
Harry Pegramn; eight grandchildren; and
13 great-grandchildren.

Obituary policy
Obituaries are listed free of charge,
but must be edited for space. If
you see that a listing has not been
included, call Dave at (620) 227-1519,
or email skregister@dcdiocese.org.
Please pray for the repose of the
soul of all those listed, and for their
friends and loved ones.

“Death is no more than passing from
one room into another. But there’s a
difference for me, you know. Because
in that other room I shall be able to
see.”
— Helen Keller

helP wanted

Sacred Heart Cathedral School
seeking to hire vocal music teacher
shCCs is now taking applications for a k-8 Vocal music teacher for
the 2019-2020 school year. Please send your resume and/or your
questions to lynee habiger, principal: lynee.habiger@dcshc.com
sacred heart Cathedral Catholic school, 620 227-6532.

S�������� R�������
Sunday, Jan. 27
Nehemiah 8:2-4, 5-6, 8-10/First Corinthians 12:12-30 or
12:12-14, 27/Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21
Monday, Jan. 28; saint thomas aquinas, priest and
doctor
Hebrews 9:15, 24-28/Mark 3:22-30
Tuesday, Jan. 29
Hebrews 10:1-10/Mark 3:31-35
Wednesday, Jan. 30
Hebrews 10:11-18/Mark 4:1-20
thursday, Jan. 31; saint John Bosco
Hebrews 10:19-25/Mark 4:21-25

NEW!

Friday, Feb. 1
Hebrews 10:32-39/Mark 4:26-34
Saturday, Feb. 2
Malachi 3:1-4/Hebrews 2:14-18/Luke 2:22-40 or 2:2232
Sunday, Feb. 3
Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19/First Corinthians 12:31--13:13 or
13:4-13/Luke 4:21-30
Monday, Feb. 4
Hebrews 11:32-40/Mark 5:1-20
tuesday, Feb. 5; saint agatha, virgin and martyr
Hebrews 12:1-4/Mark 5:21-43

You can now send an electronic greeting directly to our seminarians by
visiting www.dcdiocese.org/vocations, where you will find a simple form
to fill out and send electronically. No registration is required.

Wednesday, Feb. 6; Saint Paul Miki and companions,
martyrs Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15 or Galatians 2:19-20/Mark
6:1-6 or Matthew 28:16-20 or From these readings
Thursday, Feb. 7
Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24/Mark 6:7-13
Friday, Feb. 8
Hebrews 13:1-8/Mark 6:14-29
Saturday, Feb. 9
Hebrews 13:15-17, 20-21/Mark 6:30-34
Sunday, Feb. 10
Isaiah 6:1-2, 3-8/First Corinthians 15:1-11 or 15:3-8,
11/Luke 5:1-11

KNOW
YOUR
LIMITS
KSgamblingHelp.com
800-522-4700
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GABRIEL’S CROSSWORD

Call us today at the following locations:
Bucklin:
Cimarron:
Dodge City:
Garden City:
Ness City:
Syracuse:

620-826-3848
620-855-3185
620-227-3196
620-276-7671
785-798-2237
620-384-7800

www.kellerleopold.com
knowing the
KNOWING the

BIBLE is one thing

Author is another

What’s Your Plan?

People are living
longer than any
other time in history. You may need
care in your old
age, whether in a
nursing facility or
at home. That can
cost up to $66,796 a
year or $183 daily
EHQHÀW DQGWKHVHFRVWVDUHOLNHO\WRLQFUHDVH<RXPD\
not have the funds you need, or your life savings could
be wiped out in a few short years.
Knights of Columbus Long-Term Care Insurance will
help protect your assets and those of your family.

ACROSS
1
___ Minor (Franciscan Order)
6
Catholic United
States Supreme Court
justice
10
Diocese in Montana
11
Jesus was born in
the reign of this Caesar
12
David or Saul, for
example
16
Pope of the 7th
century
18
“…the ___ of the
air and the fish of the
sea…”
20
Refer to a biblical
passage
21
OT historical
book
22
Genesis weather
23
Church section
24
Papal crown
26
They brought spices to anoint the body of
Jesus
28
Visible appearance of God
32
Haman plotted to
kill him (Esth 5:9–14)
33
Commandment
that forbids bearing false
witness
35
Another name for
the area of the Promised
Land
36
Brother of Peter
DOWN

1

DarIn reeD, FIcF

Çnx®ÊÇÓÈ{nnÊvwViUÇnx®ÊÓxÓÎÎx

Ransom, Marienthal, Tribune, Dighton, Scott City

SHaun lInenBerger

Çnx®ÊÎä£ÓÈÇÈÊvwViUÇnx®ÊÈÓÎnÇ£ÈÊVi
Larned, LaCrosse, Belpre and Olmitz councils

Dan orDonez

(620) 260-0962

Garden City, Plains, Liberal, Ulysses, Ingalls, Elkhart, Johnson,
Hugoton, Lakin, Syracuse and Satanta councils

tyler Bruggeman
(785) 475-4128

Dan reeD, FIcF

Çnx®Ê{ÇÓÓ£ÎÊvwViUÇnx®ÊxÎ£ä£ÎxÊVi
Ellinwood, Hoisington, Odin
Russell, Claflin and Ellsworth

Check out our website!
kofcinsuranceks.com
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

2
Sea of ___
3
First patriarch, to
his friends?
4
Commandment
word
5
“For where your
treasure is, there also will
your ___ be.” (Mt 6:21)
7
The Catholic ___
8
Language of the
Church
9
20’s US Catholic
politician

teaser the First:
Georges, Patrick, Charlis,
Samuel and Bruno are five
Frenchmen. Georges knows
English and Chinese. Patrick
knows Chinese and Japanese.
Charlis knows Japanese and
German. Samuel knows
German and English. Bruno
knows them all: English,
Chinese, Japanese and
German.
In how many ways can
they sit in a row, such
that any two neighboring
persons have no problems in
communication?

St. SeBaStIan’S SoDUKo

(785) 569-1466

Great Bend Council

4

13
Catholic actress
of “Our Miss Brooks”
fame
14
Words added at
the beginning of a Scripture reading in the Lectionary
15
___ unction
17
Wealthy biblical
land
19
The Diocese of
Boise is here
21
Notre Dame nick-

name, “The Fighting
___”
25
St. ___ Merici
27
19th century Australian cardinal and advocate for justice
29
Like Esau
30
Alpha and ___
31
___ Dame
32
Mary ___ Killop,
saintly founder of the
Sisters of St. Joseph
34
Son of Jacob

ST. MICHAEL’S MIND TEASER

Sharon Springs

Hector Soler, FIc

3

10

6RXUFH&RVWRI&DUH6XUYH\-RKQ+DQFRFN/LIH,QVXUDQFH1RY

Call to Speak to an Agent Today!

2

teaser the seCond:
Hidden in these sentences are the
numbers 1 to 10 (in words). A number
might appear in more than one
sentence, but there is only one way
use all of the sentences and find all
ten numbers
My parents told me to never cross
the road without looking.’
The robins love hiding amongst
the smooth reeds.
It’s always worth looking after
your friends, even if they’ve upset
you.
Even heavyweight boxers like
using soft tissues when they have
a cold.

To avoid the calf, I veered sharply
to the left.
The eggs were boxed thirteen
instead of a dozen in each baker’s
delivery box.
Having salmon every day for lunch
gets a little boring after a while.
The attendance at the local
football match exceeded last weeks
by many thousands.
We need to waterproof our boots
to make sure we don’t get wet.
Meeting friends after work allows
executives to network effectively.
The orchestra sounded
magnificent with the three virtuosi
xylophonists.
each soduko puzzle consists of
a 9x9 Sudoku grid containing
areas surrounded by gray or
dotted lines. the object is to ﬁll
all empty squares so that the
numbers 1 to 9 appear exactly
once in each row, column and 3x3
box, and the sum of the numbers
in each area is equal to the clue
in the area’s top-left corner.

Reglas De Sudoku:
Cada ﬁla debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9 Cada
columna debe contener los
números a partir la 1 a 9
Cada cuadrado 3x3 debe contener los números a partir la 1 a 9
Reprinted with permission from www.
sudokuoftheday.com/

aDVantaGe

January 27, 2019 Page 15

Complete Family Vision Care

For the latest
movie reviews,
visit

• Most Single Vision Glasses
in 1-2 Hours
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Certiﬁed Optician on Staff

Se Habla Español
www.vkoptometry.com

208 W. Ross, Dodge City, Ks.
620-225-6500
Toll free 866-456-EYES (3937)

Word Search
SISTINE CHAPEL
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CEILING
CONCLAVE
CREATION
FRESCO
HAND OF GOD

JULIUS II
LAST JUDGEMENT
LUNETTE
MICHELANGELO
MOSES

RAPHAEL
RENAISSANCE
RESTORATION
SIXTUS IV
VATICAN

Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency
1101 Williams

For information about opioid
addiction or to seek help, visit https://
ckfaddictiontreatment.org/, or call
(785) 825-6224.
• • •
For information about suicide
prevention, visit SpeakingOfSuicide.com,
or, if you are having thoughts of suicide,
call the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.

Great Bend, Kansas

FOR SERVICE CALL
620-792-2128
800-281-2128 (Ks only)
website — www.kelleragency.com

ANSWERS

FIRST:
They are Frenchmen, and can
all speak French. Therefore, any
order is OK.
Editor’s Note: The editor cannot
be held responsible for any time
wasted trying to figure out the
answer to this riddle.
SECOND:
3 - The robins love hiding
amongst the smooth reeds.
7 - It’s always worth looking
after your friends, even if they’ve
upset you.
8 - Even heavyweight boxers
like using soft tissues when they
have a cold.
5 - To avoid the calf, I veered
sharply to the left.
9 - The eggs were boxed
thirteen instead of a dozen in
each baker’s delivery box.
1 - Having salmon every day
for lunch gets a little boring after
a while.
10 - The attendance at the local
football match exceeded last
weeks by many thousands.
4 - We need to waterproof
our boots to make sure we don’t
get wet.
2 - Meeting friends after work
allows executives to network
effectively.
6 - The orchestra sounded
magnificent with the three virtuosi
xylophonists.

C

S C A L I A
H
A
E
G U S T U S
R
I
C O N O N
H
P
E
I C H R
R
I
T I A R A
S
O P H A N Y
M
O
E I G H T H
G
A
R
A N D R E W

O

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Z

R S
H
H
E
N A
A U
L
R
E L I T E
N
X
S
C I T
I
R
A P S E
A
I
M
N
T H E
G
A
E C A I
L
R
A N
Y

E

www.catholic
news.com
/movies.cfm

F R I A
E
B
H E L E
D
I S R A
R
B I R D
D
E
R A I N
H
W O M E
O
M O R D
A
A
C A N A

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Page 16 January 27, 2019

The Southwest Kansas Catholic

Celebrating
the joy of
life
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More than 50 people from the Catholic Diocese of Dodge City took part in the Jan. 18 March for Life in Washington, D.C.

‘I survived my mom’s abortion appointment’
Voices from the March for Life

W

By Jeanne Marie Hathway
ashington D.C. (CNA) - “There
are more kids here than adults!”
said 12-year-old Angela from
Rockville, Maryland, at the 2019 March
for Life.
A crowd of 100,000 people marching
on the politically divisive issue of
abortion might not seem like the place
for kids. But Robin Diller was one of
thousands of mothers present who would
enthusiastically tell you otherwise: “It’s
such a positive environment, a happy and
joyful place.”
The March, held Jan. 18, traced the
annual route along the National Mall
in Washington, DC. It was the Dillers’
second march as a family. Their group
of 14 included the Diller brothers, their
wives Robin and Lisa, and their collective
10 children. The crowd did not intimidate
even the smallest Diller, a 10-month-old
blinking out from Mr. Diller’s chest, zipped
into his dad’s jacket for warmth.
Mr. Diller said he sees the March
as a lesson in civic responsibility: “It’s
important to show our kids what positive
activism looks like.”
High school history teacher James
Flannery loves the March for a similar
reason. He said that his biggest concern
for his students is apathy. “That’s why it’s
so reassuring to see so many of them here,
to see them stand for something.”
Though often labeled “anti-abortion,”
people like Mary Bonk from Lexington
Park, Maryland, think of themselves as
marching for many different life issues—
not just against abortion.
Bonk adheres to the consistent life
ethic, which opposes all forms of violence
against the human person, including things
like war, torture, embryonic stem cell
research, and the death penalty.
Krista Corbello and Alex Seghers, 26year-olds from Pro-Life Louisiana, shared
Bonk’s expansive sense of what it means
to be pro-life.

Corbello agreed that it takes humility to
welcome diversity into the movement. But
in her experience, the spirit of “welcoming
hospitality” is always present “when
change is really happening.”
One such change is the growth of “prolife feminism.” Seghers identified herself
and her unborn daughter as pro-life
feminists: “She’s marching before she’s
even born.” To them, pro-life feminism
means advocating nonviolence and
nondiscrimination for all people, including
those in the womb.
“It’s inclusive of anyone from any
background.”
These women appear to have struck a
nerve with their inclusive message: their
group brought 1,500 young people to D.C.
for the March this year.
“Consistency is key for young people,”
Corbello said, adding that young people
from Louisiana are lucky to have a
legislature that is bipartisan on life,
including Rep. Katrina R. Jackson, who
spoke at the March this year. Seghers
attributes the bipartisanship to Louisiana’s
diversity and “culture of family values.”
Though “family values” often connotes
religion, Pro-life Louisiana’s events are
mostly secular in tone. “Abortion is wrong
because it is violent,” Corbello said. “That’s
not a religious belief.”
Family is a common theme among young
people at the March. Though many of
them march for religious, political, and
educational reasons, almost all point to
their families first when asked about their
interest in pro-life issues.
Mother and daughter Claudia and
Taylor Turcott did this in a literal way,
carrying signs with arrows drawn toward
each other. Claudia’s reads: “25 years
ago, I thought abortion was the only way,
but I walked out of that clinic with my
baby that day.” Taylor’s read: “October
1994: I survived my mom’s abortion
appointment.”
Taylor began volunteering at a crisis

pregnancy clinic in college after learning
about her mother’s near decision to abort
her. The Turcotts see their advocacy,
especially the March, as an opportunity
to share their gratitude.
Although many people who saw Claudia’s
sign thanked her for choosing life, she
simply said: “I just feel so, so grateful. I
don’t think I’m unusually brave.” Claudia
wants to encourage young women facing
unplanned pregnancies: “You will be
amazed by how many resources there are
to help you.”
Friday’s crowd was full of extraordinary
stories like the Turcotts.
One woman, Francis Reciniello, has
attended the March for more than 30
years. As an immigrant from Honduras,
she said she had never supported abortion
because it was antithetical to her culture
and upbringing. So when a friend got
pregnant in college, Reciniello offered help
and begged her to choose life.
It worked. “She told her boyfriend and
he married her, and they named their child
‘Francois,’ after me” Reciniello said.
Though Reciniello’s own children are
active pro-lifers, most years she marches
with her friend, who immigrated to the
U.S. from Germany. “She’s a cancer
survivor, and every year we say: ‘Can we
make it?’ And we do. Even though we go
at our own pace now.”
The two expressed their amazement at
how young the March has become. “Young
people are really stepping up!”
Perhaps the most extraordinary part of
the March for Life was that the thousands
of people who attend each year think of
their peaceful activism, loving families, and
joyful sacrifices as ordinary.
“This is just, like, normal,” said Garrett,
a high school student from Philadelphia,
about being young and pro-life. “It’s how
we grew up.” His classmates Evan, Miguel,
and Charlie nodded.
“It’s normal to respect each other, to
have respect for other human beings.”

Continued from Page 1
“This year’s march seemed
much greater in numbers than
in previous years,” the couple
noted.
“It is our hope that the
momentum that has been
created from the time we
boarded the bus will not end now
that we are all home and back in
our ‘comfort zones’,” the Ridders
said.
“We must continue to
witness to life, in all stages from
conception to natural death. We
must not be afraid to reach out
to those in need and, our hope is
to someday not have to go and
march, but to go and celebrate
the day that Roe v. Wade was
overturned and that abortion
is no longer legal in the United
States!”
• • •
The couple wanted to offer
their sincere appreciation to all
those who worked to make the
trips a success.
“On behalf of the 51
pilgrims who made the trip to
Washington, D.C. for the 46th
Annual March for Life, thank you!
“Thank you to Bishop John,
Gayla Kirmer, Janeé Bernal and
the chancery staff who supported
us in this pilgrimage.
“Thank you to the parishioners,
Knights of Columbus Council
2930 and Bishop Franz Assembly
2567, who supported our youth
through their donations and
fundraising efforts and prayers.
“Thank you to Father Tim
Hickey who was unable to
attend, but spent countless hours
preparing flyers, the Liturgy of
the Hours books for the bus,
preparing a Mass kit for us,
obtaining Magificat books for
everyone, and for volunteering
his sister, Trice and her friend
Brenda’s assistance in walking
tours in Washington D.C.
“Thank you to Father Louis
Trung Hoang for being our
Spiritual Leader for the trip—your
spiritual leadership and life story
was so very inspirational to us.”

“Bonk adheres to the
consistent life ethic,
which opposes all forms
of violence against the
human person, including
things like war, torture,
embryonic stem cell
research, and the death
penalty.”

